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Editor’s
Note

December 2018 - January 2019

The Supreme Court of Pakistan has been pushing for quite some
time the Bahria Town to deposit an amount in the apex court for its
land acquired or otherwise encroached upon in the Malir district of
Karachi, but the latter had so far failed to offer the amount to the
satisfaction of the court.

At the last hearing, the counsel for the developer offered to
deposit over Rs350 billion for the land, but the Supreme Court
rejected the offer, saying that the amount was not reasonable, and
asked for increasing it. 

The Supreme Court bench hearing the case warned that if the
required amount was not deposited then the developer would face
consequences. 

Initially, the apex court had asked the Bahria Town to pay US
dollars 10 billion for all the land it had so far taken possession of
since the developer started the gigantic private housing project. 

The apex court was of the view that if the value of all the land
taken by the developer was priced, the amount reaches alarming
levels and since the retrieval of the land was impossible because it
meant uprooting hundreds of thousands of people, it was easier for
the developer to deposit an estimated amount.

But the proceedings are dragging on and still the developer is
not decided on what amount would satisfy the court. 

During the course of the hearing, grave irregularities have
surfaced in getting possession of the land. 

It’s in every body’s notice that how pressure tactics, threats and
even violence and forced evictions have been used to grab land in
every nook and corner of the country. 

This is an open secret that even top  government functionaries,
bureaucrats, army officers have been hands in glove with property
tycoon Malik Riaz in grabbing land.

Thousands of poor people, or those who have no access to
justice, have been deprived of their lands at gunpoint; and in this
dirty game of land grabbing, many precious lives have been lost,
but the lust for land grab never dies down. 

Malik Riaz has turned into an underworld don, who has even
been instrumental in bringing down and installing governments in
this so-called land of the pure.

The Supreme Court of Pakistan, by hauling Malik Riaz to the
dock, is doing a great justice to this nation. Now by making the
property tycoon to pay for what injustices he has committed to
hundreds of thousands of poor country men, the apex court will do
an even greater justice to this hapless nation.

Not only should Malik Riaz be made to pay for his wrongdoings,
but also all those who have connived with him in this dirty game.

The top judges will be well aware of the fact that only a couple
of decades ago, Malik Riaz was a nominal government clerk. He
should also be made to compensate all those he grabbed land from
by means of force. Every one knows that he has an army of gun-
totting individuals hired with the only purpose of sowing terror in
the hearts and minds of anyone daring to prevent them from laying
hands on their hands.

Malik Riaz in
the dock
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P
akistan’s latest announcement about
Saudi Arabia’s investment in an oil re-
finery at the strategic port of  Gwadar has
set alarm bells ringing in India.

The foreign experts, including India and
USA, said that Saudi oil refinery in Gwadar Port
could threaten India-backed Chabahar Port. The
deal could additionally involve deferred pay-
ments on Saudi oil supplies which will firstly, cre-
ate a strategic oil reserve close to Iran, and
secondly, help cash-strapped Pakistan in pay-
ments.
A refinery and strategic oil reserve in Gwadar

would serve Saudi Arabia’s goal of  preventing
Chabahar, the Indian-backed port, from emerg-
ing as a powerful Arabian Sea hub at a time that
the United States is imposing sanctions designed
to choke off  Iranian oil exports.
Both Pakistan and Saudi Arabia will achieve

their goals as Saudi Arabia will get oil refinery
plant in safe hand and Pakistan will get more in-
vestment from the Kingdom.
Pakistan wants to attract investment and other

financial support to tackle a soaring current ac-
count deficit caused partly by rising oil prices.
Last year, Saudi Arabia offered Pakistan a $6 bil-
lion package that included help to finance crude
imports.
"Saudi Arabia wants to make Pakistan's eco-

nomic development stable through establishing
an oil refinery and partnership with Pakistan in
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor," Saudi
Energy Minister Khalid al-Falih told media in
Gwadar.
Saudi Arabia plans to set up a $10 billion oil

refinery in Pakistan's deepwater port of  Gwadar,
the Saudi energy minister said, speaking at the
Indian Ocean port that is being developed with
the help of  China.
He said Crown Prince Mohammad bin

Salman would visit Pakistan in February to sign
the agreement. The minister added that Saudi
Arabia would also invest in other sectors.
Beijing has pledged $60 billion as part of  the

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor that involves
building power stations, major highways, new
and upgraded railways and higher capacity ports,
to help turn Pakistan into a major overland route
linking western China to the world.
"With setting up of  an oil refinery in Gwadar,

Saudi Arabia will become an important partner
in CPEC," Pakistan Petroleum Minister Ghulam
Sarwar Khan said.
The Saudi news agency SPA earlier reported

that Falih met Pakistan's petroleum minister and
Maritime Affairs Minister Ali Zaidi in Gwadar
to discuss cooperation in refining, petrochemi-
cals, mining and renewable energy.
It said Falih would finalise arrangements

ahead of  signing memorandums of  understand-
ing.
Since the government of  Prime Minister

Imran Khan came to power in August, Pakistan
has secured economic assistance packages from
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and
China.
In November, Pakistan extended talks with

the International Monetary Fund as it seeks its
13th bailout since the late 1980s to deal with a
looming balance of  payments crisis.
The Pakistani prime minister's office had said

that Islamabad expected to sign investment agree-
ments with Saudi Arabia and the UAE in coming
weeks.
“The Saudi delegation led by Al Falih came

to see the area allocated for the oil refinery in
Gwadar. Soon a state-of-the-art oil refinery
would be set up in Gwadar,” Ghulam Sarwar
said.
The petroleum minister said he hoped that a

memorandum of  understanding about the oil re-
finery would be signed between the two govern-
ments during the expected visit of  Saudi Crown
Prince Muhammad Bin Salman next month:

“This would be the biggest investment of  Saudi
Arabia in Pakistan."
The government of  Pakistan has already given

approval for the MoU.
The visiting Saudi delegation was briefed by

the chairman of  Gwadar Development Author-
ity, Dostain Jamaldini, about the development of
the country’s deep sea port being constructed
with the help of  China.

Earlier, Pakistan’s finance minister had said
that the Saudi Arabia’s Minister of  Energy and
the Chairman of  the Board of  Saudi Aramco,
had arrived in Pakistan to meet with officials and
new investments would be announced as the
"next step."
Umar was speaking at the Karachi Chamber

of  Commerce and Industry and called the Saudi
minister the "world’s most powerful minister of
energy."
“In the next step, the announcement of  in-

vestment will be made,” Umar said. “The bilat-
eral support our country has received from
friendly countries in last five months has never
happened in our history."
Saudi Aramco will construct the petrochemi-

cal complex which will house the multibillion
dollar oil refinery. 
“Overall directions of  agreement (MoU) have

been agreed upon and the agreement will be
signed at the appropriate time,” Haroon Sharif,
Chairman of  Pakistan Board of  Investment, had
recently told Arab News.
“I am expecting around $15 billion investment

from Saudi Arabia in the next three years. The in-
flow of  investments for the oil refinery and petro-
chemical complex in Pakistan is estimated to be
between $6 billion to $10 billion,” Sharif  said.
Pakistan is hoping to attract more than $40

billion foreign direct investment in the next five
years, he said. 
“We estimate that roughly around $40 billion

investment will be made by these three countries
(Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and China) during the
next three to five years,” Sharif  added. n

Oil refinery in
Gwadar won’t go
down well with India

“ Saudi Arabia plans to set up a $10 billion oil refinery in
Pakistan's deepwater port of Gwadar, the Saudi energy
minister said, speaking at the Indian Ocean port that is being
developed with the help of China.”

Pakistan wants to attract invest-
ment and other financial support
to tackle a soaring current account
deficit caused partly by rising oil
prices. Last year, Saudi Arabia of-
fered Pakistan a $6 billion pack-
age that included help to finance
crude imports.
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P
akistan is all set to welcome as many as five
new airlines in 2019 like Afeef  Zara Air-
ways, Askari Air, AirSial, Go Green and
Liberty Air, with the British Airways also re-

suming of  its flight operation to the country in the
current year. Besides, the national flag carrier, private
carriers operating domestic flights in Pakistan include
Serene Air, AirBlue, and Shaheen Air International.
Given the population number of  some 200 million
people, Pakistan has an undeveloped domestic air
traffic market, largely due to a complicated regula-
tory environment.

British Airways announced the resumption of  its
flight operation in Pakistan nearly after a decade.

The announcement was made during a press con-
ference by an official of  the airline while British High
Commissioner Richard Crowder, Adviser to PM for
Commerce, Textile, Industry and Production, and In-
vestment Abdul Razak Dawood and Special Assis-
tant to PM Zulfi Bukhari were also present on the
occasion.

Britain’s national flag carrier will start its flight op-
eration from June 2019 after a suspension in 2008.

The airline, in its initial phase, will operate three
weekly flights between London and Islamabad by the

newest long-haul aircraft, the Boeing 787 Dreamliner
and with a return, fares starting from £499
(Rs89,000).

The British High Commission official termed
restoration of  peace in Pakistan as a ‘good omen.’

Zulfi Bukhari termed the announcement as
‘groundbreaking’ and said that the resumption of

flight operations is a huge achievement for Pakistan.
“It’s a huge step for this government that it has given
foreign investors that security to come back,” he

added. Director General of ISPR Major General Asif
Ghaffor also took to Twitter and lauded the security
forces for a restoration of  peace and stability in the
country.

After that the government has granted approval
to the launch of  a new private airline, which will be
starting its operations next year.

AirSial, which is a venture of Sialkot Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (SCCI), was given the go-
ahead by Prime Minister Imran Khan to launch its
operations.

The airline will be based in Sialkot. Chairman of
AirSial, Fazal Jillani said it would become opera-
tional this year.

The prime minister granted the approval during a
meeting with local businessmen, including the Air-
Sial chairman. The delegation was led by Special As-
sistant to the prime minister on youth affairs Usman
Dar, who called on the premier and Minister for Pri-
vatization and Aviation Mohammad Mian Soomro
in Sialkot.

The local businessmen thanked the prime minis-
ter for extending cooperation for the launch of  the
airline. The airline is being launched jointly by the
Sialkot Chamber of  Commerce and Industry (SCCI)
and Sialkot International Airport.

The local business community of  Sialkot had es-
tablished the Sialkot International Airport on a self-
help basis. Following the establishment of the airport,
the business community in 2009 had decided to
launch an airline to provide a cost-effective and re-
liant travelling facility to the community and others
on both domestic and international routes.

The new airline secured an aviation licence (Reg-
ular Public Transport – RPT) from the Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA) in October 2017. The airline plans
to operate services to key destinations in Pakistan and
the Middle East with three Airbus A320 aircraft.

During the meeting with the businessmen, the
prime minister observed that Sialkot is fast becoming
a major hub for investment and that the government
would provide additional facilities to the area.

“The airline’s launch will create jobs and stimu-
late business activity in the region,” Khan added.

The Sialkot business community has also planned
to set up a food and vegetable processing/packing
centre close to the airport in order to boost exports.

Meanwhile, investment in Pakistan is targeted to
surge by 17.2 per cent of  GDP in 2018-19 fiscal year.
In 2017-18 fiscal year, the investment grew by 16.1
per cent.

According to the official data, the fixed invest-
ment during the fiscal year will surge by 15.6 per cent
of  GDP

Official sources said, “The investment target is
achievable given the improvement in ease of  doing
business, affordable energy supply, and prospects of
higher profits and enhanced capacity utilisation rate.”

Public investment under China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC) will indirectly boost the pri-
vate sector and promote the public-private
partnership.

Technology, innovation, growth and development
prompted through CPEC would improve other sec-
tors as well. Furthermore, the projected impact of
present investments by foreign companies and local
enterprises is expected to strengthen the economy.

In the fiscal year 2016-17, total investment was
recorded at 16.1 per cent of  GDP compared to 16.4
per cent of  GDP in 2017-18 fiscal year. Fixed invest-
ment to GDP ratio surged to 14.8 per cent in 2017-18
from 14.5 per cent in 2016-17.

According to the sources, in 2017-18 the private
investment was recorded at 9.8 per cent. National sav-
ings reached 11.5 per cent of  GDP compared to 12pc
in the fiscal year 2016-17.

In the last three years, commodity producing sec-
tors saw smooth growth but there is still a room for
more investment. Local savings need to grow rapidly
for investment to reach a level which ensures growth
over 6 per cent. Investment in the country grew in
2017-18 period mainly due to projects relating to in-
frastructure development, construction, and allied
sectors. n

More airlines to
operate this year

“ British Airways has announced the resumption of its flight
operation in Pakistan nearly after a decade. It will start its flight
operation from June 2019 after a suspension in 2008. ”

The government has granted
approval to the launch of a new
private airline, which will be starting
its operations from the current
year. AirSial, which is a venture of
Sialkot Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, was given the
go-ahead by Prime Minister Imran
Khan to launch its operations.
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T
he Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf  government
has chalked out an innovative strategy to
cope with circular debt and host of  issues
pertaining to power sector in a sustainable

manner, after the power ministry informed the Pub-
lic Accounts Committee that the amount of  circular
debt had reached to Rs755 billion.
The power division secretary while giving brief-

ing to the committee said that presently the country’s
installed capacity of electricity was 33,836MW, while
the de-rated capacity was about 31,000MW. 
He said presently the country was generating

about 27 per cent from hydel, 26 per cent from
RLNG, 16 per cent from oil, 20 per cent from gas,
five per cent from nuclear and five per cent from re-
newable sources.
Now, it has started anti-power theft campaign, re-

ducing the gap between Nepra and government tariff,
crackdown on irregularities and corrupt practices, re-
lief for the poor, support for agriculture and industrial
sectors, advance metering infrastructure, removing
constraints for efficient transmission, improvement
of distribution system and solarization of  agriculture
tubewells in Balochistan were some initiatives to ad-
dress the longstanding power sector issues, sources
said.
They said a Task Force on Energy Reforms had

been constituted to address the power sector issues. 
Under the anti-power theft campaign with the

main slogan of zero tolerance for over billing and cor-
ruption, some 267,571,528 units had been charged in
all power distribution companies, they said.
In drastic anti-theft campaigns some 9,102 First

Information Reports (FIRs) had been registered
against power pilferers during one-month period from

October 13 to November 13, 2018.
“The power distribution companies identified

overall 15,514 irregularities in domestic, 1,119 in
commercial, 221 in agriculture and 207 in industrial
sectors, out of  which 194 were major cases,” they
said.
During the period under review, the companies

requested to lodge 12,899 FIRs against power thieves,
but managed to get registered around 9,102 FIRs.
They also recovered over Rs120 million against more
than Rs610 million detection bill charges.
As per the break-up, Lahore Electric Supply Com-

pany detected 5,800 cases and recovered
Rs7,890,900, Gujranwala Electric Power Company
identified 1,106 cases and recovered Rs9,117,302,
Faisalabad Electric Supply Company found 924 ir-
regularities and recovered Rs8,790,203, Islamabad
Electric Supply Company pointed out 1,067 and re-
covered Rs2,801,415, Multan Electric Power Com-

pany reported 5,314 cases and recovered
Rs4,306,438, Peshawar Electric Supply Company un-
earthed 1,265 thefts and recovered Rs38,991,297,
Tribal Electric Supply Company dealt with two cases
and recovered Rs87,007, Hyderabad Electric Supply
Company noticed 628 cases and recovered

Rs8,095,654, Sukkur Electric Power Company spot-
ted 769 thefts and recovered Rs2,142,679 and Quetta
Electric Supply Company identified 186 cases and re-
covered Rs1,889,983.
The sources said that a commercial loan of

Rs35.8 billion was acquired to reduce the circular
debt burden further while the government is in
process of  obtaining Islamic financing of  around
Rs100 to Rs200 billion against the assets of  Discos
and Gencos through Islamic banking.
Regarding relief  to the poor, agriculture and in-

dustrial sectors, the government did not increase tar-
iff for consumers using up to 300 units besides
approving subsidy for farmers of Balochistan on agri-
cultural tubewells. Similarly, for five main export-ori-
ented industries, the power tariff  has been capped at
the rate of  7.5/unit US cent.
Moreover, for bringing improvement in National

Transmission and Disptach Company (NTDC) sys-
tem, Chakdara 220KV grid and transmission line has
been made operational, extension work at Mardan
220KV grid and DI Khan KV line has also been com-
pleted. At present, the total demand of  the electricity
was 8,000 to 11,000MWs. The per capita electricity
usage in Pakistan was less as compared to India and
Bangladesh. Twenty-three per cent of  total popula-
tion was without electricity.
The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor has con-

tributed 300MW of clean wind energy to the national
grid through its four early harvest wind power proj-
ects.
According to sources from embassy of  China in

Pakistan, the four wind projects completed under
CPEC and connected with the national grid included
Dawood wind power project (50MW), Sachal energy
wind farm (50MW), three gorges second wind farm
project (100MW), and UEP wind farm project
(100MW).
Dawood wind power project is a prioritised or

early harvest project under CPEC, which installs 33
wind turbine generators with the capacity of  1.5MW
per unit and total capacity is 49.5MW on 1,720 acres
of  land in the coastal area of  Gharo wind corridor in
Bhanbore, district Thatta, Sindh.
This is a direct investment (FDI) project and total

investment of  Dawood wind power project is US
$115 million. The rate of  equity to loan is 30-70 per
cent. 
Dawood wind power project achieved Commer-

cial Operation Date (COD) on April 4, 2017 and an-
nual electric power supply to the national grid is more
than 130GWh, which is sufficient for daily use of
100,000 Pakistan families and is effectively easing the
crisis of  electricity shortage in the country.
Sachal wind power project was completed in

April 2017 at a cost of  $110 million. It is located in
Jhimpir, Thatta district, Sindh province, about 100km
northeast of  Karachi. 
The total installed capacity of  this project is

49.5MW, and 33 gold wind brand wind turbine gen-
erators (WTGs) with a capacity of  1.5MW are in-
stalled. It is invested by Sachal Energy Development
(private) Ltd., in which Arif  Habib Corporation Lim-
ited holds 100 per cent shares. HydroChina Interna-
tional Engineering Co., Ltd. is the engineering
procurement construction (EPC) contractor.
The Industrial and Commercial Bank of  China

(ICBC) provided a loan. The debt and equity ratio is
85-15 per cent. 
Three Gorges second wind power project

(2×50MW) is also located in Jhimpir, Thatta district.
This is a foreign direct investment project, and is in-
vested, developed and constructed by Three Gorges
Second Wind Farm Pakistan Limited (TGS) and
Three Gorges Third Wind Farm Pakistan Private
Limited (TGT).
The total investment amount is $224 million on

the basis of  Build-Own-Operate (BOO), with a con-
struction period of  18 months and an operation pe-
riod of  20 years. The total installation capacity is
100MW with an annual electricity output of
286.6GWH. It was listed as actively promoted proj-
ect in the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor in Au-
gust, 2014. n

Coping with power
sector circular debt

“ The power ministry informed the Public Accounts 
Committee recently that the amount of circular debt had
reached to Rs755 billion.”

The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
government has chalked out an
innovative strategy to cope with
circular debt and host of issues
pertaining to power sector in a
sustainable manner.
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G
lobally renowned travel Vlogger, Eva Zu
Beck, has put Pakistan on the travel map
for young people the world over. She has
now partnered with the country’s lead-

ing digital communications company, Jazz, for an
enthralling digital travel show called – ‘Eva Travels
Pakistan with Jazz’. For this reason, a grand launch
event was held to not only showcase the show’s
pilot, but also discuss how such endeavours create
Pakistan’s soft image internationally and boost travel
diplomacy and people-to-people connections. 

The idea behind this digital series is to help the
world understand Pakistan’s cultural exuberance
and hospitality. The Polish national, Eva Zu Beck –
began her journey as a travel Vlogger in 2018 – and
Jazz will highlight various aspects of  Pakistan that
remain hidden to the world. 

“Coming to Pakistan has been such a great ex-
perience for me. When I first came here, I never ex-
pected to become so popular amongst the Pakistani
people. I feel grateful that Jazz chose me to be part
of  such a great initiative. Getting to see and portray
the true colours of  Pakistan through this series is

going to be a great experience, both for me and my
digital followers,” said Eva.

Kazim Mujtaba, Head of  Marketing at Jazz, dis-
cussed the mobile operator’s involvement in the se-
ries. “At Jazz, our tagline is, “Dunya ko Bataa Do”
which aligns perfectly with the need for such a show.
Even before this partnership, Eva had been promot-
ing a more positive image of  Pakistan which was

one of  the reasons why we chose her to be the face
of  the show. Jazz, with this series, will be enabling
Eva in her travels as it does for millions across Pak-

istan”. 
He continued: “We here at Jazz are working to-

wards a more digitised Pakistan and have always
supported young and emerging talent in efforts to
promote the country. “

The show that will be broadcast on several medi-
ums will have the first season comprising of  eight
episodes in total, with a new episode available for
viewing every week on Eva’s YouTube Channel.
The first season will showcase the beauty and mag-
nificence of  Sindh and Balochistan where the local

traditions, cultures, customs and cuisine will be
highlighted along with various sights and historical
places located in the southern parts of  the country.
Viewers will be kept engaged on Jazz's and Eva’s of-
ficial platforms to share feedback and recommen-
dations on the places she should visit in upcoming
episodes. 

The launch event concluded with a panel dis-
cussion and a Q&A which included various Vlog-
gers, where everyone discussed the importance of
promoting a softer image of  Pakistan through digi-
tal media. n

Jazz, Polish Vlogger to promote
Pakistan’s soft image globally

“ The idea behind this digital series is to help the world understand Pakistan’s cultural exuberance
and hospitality. The Polish national, Eva Zu Beck –began her journey as a travel Vlogger in
2018 – and Jazz will highlight various aspects of Pakistan that remain hidden to the world. ”

Kazim Mujtaba, Head of
Marketing at Jazz, discussed the
mobile operator’s involvement in
the series. “At Jazz, our tagline
is, “Dunya ko Bataa Do” which
aligns perfectly with the need for
such a show.”
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P
akistan Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) – receiving complaints against un-
lawful online content – has so far blocked
around 824,878 URLs under Prevention of

Electronic Crimes Act (PECA).
The authority received complaints against un-

lawful online content, including anti-state, anti-ju-
diciary, blasphemy etc. and to handle this gigantic
role, has established the Cyber Vigilance Division
(CVD). According to PTA’s annual report 2018, a
Standard Operating Procedure (SoP) for lodging
complaints and their disposal has been developed
accordingly and all such contents which are hosted
on unsecured websites are being currently handled
through telecom operators of  Pakistan and same
would be done by PTA itself  through an automated
system in future.

On the contrary, any content which is unlawful
and hosted on the secured website is handled differ-
ently. The popular social media websites like Face-
book, Youtube, and Twitter etc. are a few examples
of  secured websites which are hosted outside of
physical boundaries of  Pakistan.

In this regard, PTA has developed close liaison
with all such platforms to honour requests made for
the removal of  such content.

The users of  social media should act responsibly
while using and accessing such platforms and
should honour norms of  society and laws of  the
land. In the case of  objectionable content is ob-
served by any user, these platforms are open to re-
ceive complaints from valuable users directly.

Relatively high value is given to
complainant/user who report to platforms any ob-
jectionable material directly. Those complaints
which are not addressed by these platforms in the
first instance can be reported to PTA at
info@pta.gov.pk for resolving the matter.

This responsibility was handed over to PTA
under the Prevention of  Electronic Crimes Act
(PECA), 2016. Since the promulgation of  PECA,
PTA stands committed to its responsibilities to fa-
cilitate aggrieved internet users and stakeholders.

Recently, the Prevention of  Electronic Crimes
(Amendment) Bill 2018 was laid before the parlia-
ment. State Minister for Revenue Hammad Azhar
presented the bill on behalf  of  Minister for Infor-
mation Technology and Telecommunication Khalid
Maqbool Siddiqui. The presiding officer referred the
bill to the standing committee concerned.

On the other hand, the PTA has unveiled its
plans for the public trials of  the Fifth Generation
(5G) Wireless Networks.

In this connection, the regulator has issued draft
framework for test and development of  future tech-
nologies particularly for 5G wireless networks.

According to the PTA, the rapid growth in mo-
bile data traffic and consumer demand for enhanced
mobile broadband experience have led to an in-
creasing emphasis on the upcoming fifth generation
of  mobile technology (5G).

“Seen as a comprehensive wireless-access solu-
tion with the capacity to address the demands and
requirements of  mobile communication beyond
IMT-2020, it is projected that this technology will
operate in a highly heterogeneous environment and
provide ubiquitous connectivity for a wide range of
devices, new applications and use cases”.

IMT-2020 is a term developed by the Interna-
tional Telecommunication Union (ITU)’s Radio
Communication Sector in 2012 to develop the vision
of  “IMT for 2020 and beyond.” The ITU has set a
timeline that calls for the standard to be finished in

2020. Pakistani telecom regulator said the scope of
IMT-2020 is much broader than previous genera-
tions of  mobile broadband communication systems.
The ITU’s work in developing the specifications for
IMT-2020 in close collaboration with the whole
gamut of  5G stakeholders is now well underway
along with the associated spectrum management
and spectrum identification aspects. IMT-2020 will
be a cornerstone for all of  the activities related to at-
taining the goals in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. The draft framework for 5G enables
the use of  radio spectrum on trial basis for non-
commercial purposes to carry out trials for innova-
tive use of  radio frequency spectrum,
apparatus/equipment and academic purposes in-
cluding but not limited to scientific research, radio
concepts and new systems demonstrations, added
PTA.

The PTA said the government policy directive
based framework invites all stakeholders for partic-
ipation in subject trials.

The framework has been issued only for tempo-
rary test and development licences/authorisations

which shall include criteria for the provision of  au-
thorisation, conditions, duration, and other terms
and conditions. The Frequency Allocation Board
(FAB) shall assign the spectrum to be used for sub-
ject trials which shall become effective from the date
of  authorisation issued by PTA.

According to PTA, mere assignment of  spec-
trum by FAB would not give right to the applicant
for use of  the same until authorisation is obtained
from PTA.

The test & development authorisation allows an
applicant to use spectrum on non-exclusive, non-
commercial basis temporarily for the testing pur-
poses.

There is no regulatory fee associated with sub-
ject non-commercial trial permission or the spectrum
usage for said purpose. Also, users/consumers will
not be charged for any services offered during the
trial. The trial shall last for the period of  three to six
months or as stated in the authorisation issued by
PTA spectrum for the trial will be available only at
the designated test sites subject to localised restric-
tions (if  any) due to national security issues. n

PTA blocks close
to one million
insecure websites 

“ A Standard Operating Procedure for lodging complaints and
their disposal has been developed accordingly and all such con-
tents which are hosted on unsecured websites are being currently
handled through telecom operators of Pakistan and same would
be done by PTA itself through an automated system in future. ”

The popular social media web-
sites like Facebook, Youtube,
and Twitter etc are a few exam-
ples of secured websites which
are hosted outside of physical
boundaries of Pakistan.
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H
uawei ended the year 2018 on a high with
the opening of its first-ever Huawei Ex-
perience Store in Pakistan. The store, lo-
cated at Lucky One Mall, Karachi, is the

largest store of its kind – designed to give a complete
flagship Huawei experience. It houses state-of-the-art
infrastructure and provides all of Huawei’s innovative
devices such as smartphones, laptops, smart watches,
and other IoT accessories. The store is a focal point,
where the Huawei Mate 20 Pro is debuting in Pakistan
as well for Rs159,999.

Speaking at the launch of  Huawei Experience
Store, Blueking Wang, Manager, Huawei CBG said:
“We, at Huawei, are driven with a consumer-centric
philosophy. Therefore, this first-ever Huawei Experi-
ence Store is one of many such Huawei experiences
coming to Pakistan. We believe in setting innovative
trends through our smart devices and this is another
offering of  ours to our beloved consumers. It’s time
for everyone to adopt a smart lifestyle in 2019, and
Huawei Experience Store is the place to begin it all.”

The company threw a grand New Year party at

the launch of  the Huawei Experience Store.
Celebrity couple Mani and Hira hosted the evening
where people danced to a scintillating performance
by Khumariyaan. Everyone got a chance to win ex-
citing gifts through a plethora of  fun-filled activities.
A flash mob was also organised with youngsters
dancing to the tunes of  the hit Nova Song, sung by
Aima Baig – the brand ambassador of Huawei nova 3
series.

The Huawei Experience Store also offers exclusive
deals for people, with the New Year packages. n
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R
ealme focuses on the devices which create a
true reflection of  possessing both ‘power’
and ‘style’. As an emerging smartphone
brand, Realme has already attained a solid

fan base and sales revenue is now set to launch in Pak-
istan. With a strong tagline of “proud to be young”,
the brand aims at becoming the brand of choice for
smartphones for the Pakistani youth by bringing to-
gether best-in-class performance.

The brand sees great potential in the youth and be-
lieves that the younger generation of today has infinite
possibilities, the possibilities that create growth, enable
change, conquer obstacles and know true success; this

is why the youth should be able to make their voice
heard by the world with a young brand together to
reach the bright future. The Realme 2 Pro is especially
designed for the youth of today. A moderately-priced
smartphone that uplifts contemporary design with cut-
ting edge performance. The phone is built with a mar-
velous, super large view, a 6.3-inch full dewdrop screen,
with a screen-to-body ratio of 90.8pc. The rear cover
comes with sectional lamination of 15 atomic layers
and exquisite carving with a dewdrop design that de-
livers a transparent, crystal-like sensation. The Realme

2 Pro carries the Qualcomm Snapdragon 660AIE
processor that features high performance and low
power consumption, adreno 512 GPU, and Qual-
comm All-Ways Aware sensor hub and HVX, as well
as a built-in AI engine. All of these combined guaran-
tee an extremely smooth and real AI experience. The
device is equipped with up to 8GB RAM + 128GB
ROM, and supports 256GB microSD card extension. 

It also comes with 16MP + 2MP rear dual camera.
The primary camera being equipped with IMX398
sensor which supports dual-core focusing, an aperture
of F1.7 and a 6P lens. The secondary camera has been
assigned the task of measuring the spatial distance of
objects being photographed in portrait mode. The
Realme 2 Pro also has a 16MP front camera with F2.0
large aperture bringing more light and guaranteeing
distinctive selfies. The smartphone also has a new AI
beauty feature that intelligently recognises 296 facial
identification points and provides 8 million person-
alised beautification filters. The Realme 2 Pro runs on
Android 8.1 based Colour OS 5.2 AI system that is
based with multiple fundamental features and user
friendly. The smartphone also self  cleans by removing
unnecessary junk files and creating space in a way that
guarantees excellence, all around safety, Google As-
sistant, Smart Scan and more allowing its users to fully
experience the brilliance of AI.

The smartphone is available in black sea which was
designed by inspiration from nature.

Extending Realme’s offerings in Pakistan, the
brand announced a surprise reveal of  the Realme

C1which is set to be the benchmark of the entry-level
smartphone. This device is known as the entry level
king and for all the right reasons as it offers multiple
features such as mega display, mega battery and all this
at an exciting price that will not break the bank.
Realme C1 has a display screen of 6.2 inches with a
full HD 1080p and a screen-to-body ratio of  up to
88.8pc. The smartphone does not only impress with a
mega display but also has a lustrous reflective design
consisting of an outer panel created with 12 layers of
Corning Gorilla Glass and shielding nano composite
materials. It carries a glossy design and looks like a mir-
ror that reflects light from the users’ movements.

In addition to all this, the device contains “mega
battery” that can support all day usage without you
worrying about keeping a portable charger. The device
is supported by Qualcomm Snapdragon 450 Octa-core
processor which amps up graphic rendering up to 25pc
while saving 30pc of  power. It comes with a 2GB
RAM + 16GB ROM variant which can support a va-
riety of games. 

The handheld device also comes with 13MP +
2MP rear dual cameras. The Realme C1 is available in
navy blue and mirror black. n

“ Realme aims to equip the younger generation with a 360 degree smartphone solution. The brand’s
product line has high-quality products that are being offered at highly competitive prices.”
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Realme arrives in Pakistan
with a bang! 
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H
ope Enterprises has provided a broad
range of  seminars, workshops and
courses focused on providing photogra-
phers with the skills and information

they need to move their work to the next level.
Being a part of the Sigma family is an incredibly

rewarding experience. “It is true that the standard
equipment is essential for a good image, but master-
mind images can be explored by learning the right
skills.”

Hope Enterprises marked the December 16th,
2018 calendar for “Studio Model Photoshoot” from
a renowned industry professional and Sigma Am-
bassador Prof. Abdul Qayyumwith several years of
coaching expertise for passionate photographers and
Sigma lovers.

Workshop participants have learnt in an immer-
sive atmosphere that prizes each and every person's
individuality and creativity. It was an agile shooting
experience, enabling to capture exhilarating photos
in detail. Apart from the technical aspect of learning
of camera & Sigma lenses settings and capabilities,
Participants have taken on an immersive journey

learnt how to turn an ordinary image into an ex-
traordinary image by using different Sigma new Art
Lenses for different compositions while immersing
into an accelerated learning process.

The Sigma lenses used and focused for hands on
experience to desire a better understanding of the
potential of crisp images.

Hope Enterprises provides practical workshops
tutored by professional photographers and image
makers. We intended to welcome all prospective
photographers regardless of their level to enhance
intellectual growth and promote participatory en-
gagement in such photography events. We work
with inspiring photographers to provide a range of
workshops and always ensure that you leave with a
print you are proud of. n
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T
he Punjab
Food Authority
has released
sample results

of  156 brands of  ice-
cream and frozen
desserts, out of  which, 47
have failed to meet the
standards of  Punjab Pure
Food Regulations, ac-
cording to PFA Director
General Muhammad
Usman. 

He said that products
of  Gourmet, Chamman,
Royal and Badami Kulfa
did not meet the pure
food standards. He said
that products unfit for
human consumption are
now being removed from
the market. The samples
were collected in Septem-
ber 2018. He said that
anybody can download
the complete list of  the
sample results from the
PFA website.

PFA also ordered to
stop production of  all
those brands that failed to
meet the standards in the
analysis report of  labora-
tory test. PFA will again
collect samples for labo-
ratory test after ensuring
proper reforms. He said
that PFA will not allow
anyone to play with lives
of  people.

According to the sam-
ple checking schedule, ice
cream, juice nectar
(drink), fruits made bev-
erages and edible ghee
and oil products will be
checked four times in a
year. As well, desserts,
toppings, tap water of
Wasa, carbonated bever-
ages, meat-made items,
sauce, squash, fruits and
vegetables (canned) will
be checked twice a year.
Apart from this, vinger,
pickles, malted beverages,
will be checked once a
year, the PFA director
general explained.

PFA seized 1,300 kilo-
grammes of  substandard
and unhygienic meat of  emaciated and ill animals
during an operation by PFA’s vigilance cell and meat
safety teams in the provincial metropolis. It also de-
stroyed 24,125 litres of  desserts and ice cream dur-
ing raids in different areas of  Lahore. 

Enforcement teams sealed four beef  points for
failing to meet the authority’s food and safety stan-
dards. The DG revealed that the authority seized
450kg meat from Hajveri Beef  Shop, 400kg meat
from Jillani Beef  Shop, 300kg meat from Numan

Beef  Shop and 150kg meat from Shahzad Beef
Shop. He added that all the confiscated meat was
sent to the Punjab Agriculture and Meat Company
for discarding.

The director general maintained that PFA’s ut-
most priority is to ensure the provision of  safe and
healthy meat for the citizens. He said that the use of

substandard meat is unfit for human consumption
and causes several diseases. He appealed to citizens
to inform PFA if  they witness unhygienic meat in
their surroundings.

The Supreme Court has ordered sealing all ice
cream production units of  Gourmet Foods across

Punjab, and assessment of
all other edible products
of the company for qual-
ity checks.

Chief  Justice of  Pak-
istan Mian Saqib Nisar,
while hearing an applica-
tion filed by the Punjab
Food Authority at the
apex court’s Lahore reg-
istry, issued the orders
after being informed that
harmful bacteria were dis-
covered in samples of  ice
cream produced by Gour-
met.

The existing stock of
the product available at
Gourmet outlets has al-
ready been seized and dis-
posed of by the authority,
the court was told.

PFA Director General
Muhammad Usman in
his application com-
plained that GNN news
channel, which is owned
by the Gourmet group,
had started a “character
assassination” campaign
against him after the op-
eration against the
brand’s ice cream was
carried out.

At this, CJP Nisar re-
marked that such a TV
campaign was tanta-
mount to contempt of
court and warned: “Why
don’t [we] order the shut-
down of  GNN for a few
days or permanently?”

But instead of  order-
ing closure of  the news
outlet, the chief  justice or-
dered the owners of
Gourmet Foods and
GNN to appear before
the court. The director
general of  the Pakistan
Electronic Media Regula-
tory Authority was also
ordered to be present.

What angered the top
judge the most, however,
was a call that he received
on behalf  of  Gourmet,
presumably to ask the
chief  justice to extend
favour or show leniency to
the company.

“How dare you make sifarish [request for
favourable treatment] to me?” Justice Nisar asked
GNN’s bureau chief Khalid Qayyum, who was pres-
ent at the hearing.

“What kind of people are you to have a sifarishi
call made to me late at night?” the judge thundered,
warning of “consequences” against persons indirectly
seeking favourable treatment from the court.

He said it appeared that the channel had been set
up to “safeguard” other businesses of the company. n

The ‘spurious’
ice-cream, dessert

brands 

“ PFA Director General Muhammad Usman says products of
Gourmet, Chamman, Royal and Badami Kulfa do not meet the

pure food standards, thus these are unfit for human
consumption, and are being removed from the market. ”

The Supreme Court has ordered
sealing all ice cream production
units of Gourmet Foods across
Punjab, and assessment of all
other edible products of the com-
pany for quality checks.
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T
he marketing
tactics and
juicy adver-
tisements have

really poisoned the
minds of  people. Any-
thing chemically pro-
duced to change the
natural looks will defi-
nitely have harmful af-
fects sooner or later.

Skin whitening
creams, injections and
God knows what else,
are available in the mar-
ket today.

Faiza Beauty Cream
produced and marketed
by M/s Poonia Brothers
is one such cream,
which has been termed
major health hazard by
Pakistan Standards and
Quality Control Author-
ity (PSQCA).

Several notices have
been issued to the cos-
metic manufacturers
over serious health con-
cerns which have been
avoided and ignored by
the M/s Poonia Broth-
ers.

Faiza Beauty Cream
contains mercury, hy-
droquinone, and
steroids. Market surveil-
lance conducted by
PSQCA in Lahore and
Karachi of  the cream re-
vealed higher than the
recommended value of
mercury used in the
product. The beauty
cream is sold all over
Pakistan on wholesale,
general stores as well as
medical stores.

The PSQCA liaison
office Gujranwala has is-
sued notices to M/s Poo-
nia Brothers over the
value of  mercury being
greater than 60mg/kg
(60 ppm) which is much
higher than the limits set by World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) at 1mg/kg. Mercury-contain-
ing skin lightening products are hazardous to
health and as a result, have been banned in Pak-
istan.

PSQCA has reported that Faiza Beauty Cream
has been found to contain carcinogenic ingredi-
ents that cause hazards to both skin and health.

The authority issued several notices to M/s
Poonia Brothers and raised alarm over the health
hazards but they haven’t responded. The final no-
tice was issued on November 26, 2018.

The product’s head Kashif  avoided respond-
ing to the queries posed by Flare. 

It is believed the Faiza Beauty Cream manu-
facturers have been using political influences and
tactics to bury the issue instead of  correcting their
own fault.

It is pertinent to mention here that Faiza
Beauty Cream has already been banned in UAE.
The Dubai Municipal has already warned the
public not to use the cream since it contains in-
gredients harmful to humans.

Two over-the-counter whitening creams con-
taining ingredients that could cause cancer have
been withdrawn from sale in UAE.

The ministry of  health and prevention banned
the sale of  the creams for failing to list an ingre-
dient with links to cancer and possible severe side-

effects. The withdrawn facial creams, Faiza
Beauty Cream and Unitone 4 White, claim to
whiten the skin and remove brown spots. Officials
said they both contain hydroquinone, a substance
thought to be a possible carcinogen, and yet it was
not mentioned on either the packaging or the ac-
companying leaflet. Only when the products were
analysed did inspectors discover the hydro-
quinone.

As per a circular by the Health Authority in
Abu Dhabi, products containing hydroquinone
can only be sold with a prescription.

“Hydroquinone, without the supervision of  a
doctor, could lead to severe consequences and dis-
figurement. 

Moreover, there are several studies showing
that hydroquinone may act as a carcinogen in ro-
dents,” said Dr Farhan Rasool, a specialist der-
matologist at Universal Hospital.

“It is important for
buyers [of  skin whiten-
ing cream] to check if
hydroquinone is listed as
an ingredient. If  it is,
then take it under a doc-
tor’s supervision so that
if  any potential side ef-
fects develop then we
can recognise it and
manage it. We under-
stand that having fair
and clear skin is very im-
portant to many women,
but their health is more
important,” he said.

Skin whitening prod-
ucts, popular around the
world and especially in
Asia, are used to reduce
the amount of  pigmen-
tation in the skin to treat
irregularities such as dis-
coloration, age spots or
acne scars. 

They are sometimes
also used to make the
skin appear a lighter
shade. Misuse, however,
can lead to skin condi-
tions such as exogenous
ochronosis, a blue-black
pigmentation disorder
resulting from the long-
term application of
creams containing hy-
droquinone.

Faiza was also found
to contain mercury in
higher amounts than the
one part per million of
metal allowed in cosmet-
ics by the Federal Drug
and Food Administra-
tion. Exposure to the
chemical element can
cause liver problems,
muscle spasms, stomach
aches, nausea and neuro-
logical problems. The
ministry said Fazia has
been completely banned
and it is now illegal to
sell this product.

Dr Amin Al Amiri,
assistant undersecretary at the Ministry of  Health
and Prevention, said the ministry monitors all
pharmaceutical products as well as supplements
and stimulants that claim to be medicinal. They
urge the public to use caution when taking sup-
plements because unlicensed and unregistered
products could put lives at risk.

The beauty creams, as well as food supple-
ments and a brand of  faulty contact lenses, have
been withdrawn from the UAE market.
Dr Al Amiri warned of  buying these products on-
line and purchasing unregistered drugs or
supplements. n

Faiza Beauty Cream
contains hazardous

ingredients 

“ The cream contains mercury, hydroquinone, and steroids.
Market surveillance conducted by PSQCA in Lahore and

Karachi of the cream revealed higher than the
recommended value of mercury used in the product.”

The product has already been
banned in UAE. The Dubai
Municipal has already warned the
public not to use the cream since
it contains ingredients harmful to
humans.
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T
he Joint Investigation Team (JIT), formed
to probe the alleged encounter of  Counter-
Terrorism Department (CTD) in Sahiwal
which left at least four persons, including

two women dead, has declared the law-enforcement
agency officials responsible for the incident. The JIT
comprising Inter-Services Intelligence, Intelligence
Bureau and Military Intelligence officers in its initial
report declared the CTD officials responsible for the
incident after which they are likely to be suspended.

It is pertinent here to mention that Punjab In-
spector General of Police had formed the JIT to probe
the alleged encounter, which has rocked the country.

Four persons, including two women, were shot
dead by the CTD officials in a purportedly high-speed
pursuit in Qadirabad area of  Sahiwal city.

CTD claimed that the ‘terrorists’ were killed in an
intelligence-based operation. Two other terrorists, in-
cluding Shahid Jabar and Abdul Rahman, managed
to flee during the chase near the toll plaza of Sahiwal.

CTD claimed to have confiscated explosives and
weapons from the car, adding that the officers were in-
vestigating the matter as part of  the operation in
Faisalabad on January 16. To the contrary, eyewit-
nesses told the media that the deceased were neither
equipped with any weapon nor resisted officers
whereas three children were also present in the car.

They further said that the children while speaking
to them at a nearby petrol station claimed that the “po-
lice has killed their parents”. “Following the firing in-
cident, the police left the children at the petrol station
where they spoke to us. A few minutes later, however,
CTD officials returned and took the children with
them to an undisclosed location,” an eyewitness said.

‘SWIFT ACTION’ TO BE TAKEN IN LIGHT
OF JIT REPORT: PM

Following the grisly incident, Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan vowed swift action against the personnel of
the Counter-Terrorism Department if  found guilty
by a joint investigation team formed to probe the al-
leged encounter in Sahiwal.

In a series of  tweets, the prime minister expressed
his shock at the incident and said the state will look af-
ter the children whose parents were shot dead by the
CTD. “Still shocked at seeing the traumatised children
who saw their parents shot before their eyes. Any
parent would be shocked as they would think of  their
own children in such a traumatic situation. These
children will now be fully looked after by the state as
its responsibility,” he tweeted.

The prime minister, while lauding the CTD for its
fight against terrorism, asserted that everyone must be
accountable before the law. “While the CTD has done
a great job in fight against terrorism, everyone must be
accountable before the law. As soon as JIT report
comes, swift action will be taken. The govt’s priority
is protection of  all its citizens,” he wrote.

President Dr Arif  Alvi said that the government
would give exemplary punishment to the cruel killers
of  four persons. In a tweet, the president said the
tragic incident of  Sahiwal was hurtful and he could
not even imagine the traumatic impact on the minds
of the children who had seen their parents being killed
with their bare eyes. The president said though the
government would fully look after the bereaved chil-
dren, there can be no alternative to the parents.

CTD personnel arrestedCTD personnel arrested
All personnel of  Punjab’s Counter-Terrorism De-

partment involved in the gruesome killing of  four
people in Sahiwal have been taken into custody, a gov-
ernment’s spokesman said.

The arrest came shortly after Chief  Minister Us-
man Buzdar ordered provincial police chief  to arrest
the CTD’s men who had carried out the raid in Sahi-

wal.  Four people, including a husband and a wife and
their young daughter, were killed when CTD person-
nel opened fire on their car near Sahiwal. 

The family was going from Lahore to Burewala to
attend a wedding when they were intercepted by the
police. Three kids, who were also in the car, survived
the shooting.  Son of  the killed man told media that
his parents had begged police to spare their lives. 

A CTD spokesman claimed that all those killed in
the raid were terrorists, a claim which was rejected by
the relatives of  victims.

The spokesman further said that three terrorists
had managed to escape during intelligence-based op-
eration. Following the killing of  four people by the
Punjab Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD) offi-
cials in a suspicious ‘encounter’ on GT Road near
Sahiwal, people took to social media to criticise the
government’s reaction to the massacre.

The hashtags #Sahiwalmassacre and #Sahi-
walKillings were seen trending on Twitter as people
voiced their opinions about the incident.

A Twitter user urged Prime Minister Imran Khan
to tweet about the incident saying, “Can PM @Im-
ranKhanPTI tweet about #SahiwalMassacre too ? If
he’s done tweeting in favour of ECL.” However, ear-
lier PM Imran tweeted and said that “swift action will
be taken after JIT’s report in Sahiwal ‘encounter’
case”. Another user said, “This is a test case for #CM-
Punjab . If  he is able to give justice to the family, he
will shut all the critics, and cement his place as CM.
#SahiwalMassacre”

Moreover, Twitter user Riaz said, “All limits of
brutality were crossed by #PunjabPolice, it is a chal-
lenge for PM @ImranKhanPTI & @UsmanAKBuz-
dar to bring Police Reforms, Punjab Police is badly
damaged and needs true reforms. Today #Sahiwal-
Massacre must open our eyes.” Another criticised
Punjab CM Usman Buzdar’s move to present flowers
to the injured saying, “They don’t want flowers, they
want justice, Puppet CM you don’t have senses.#Sahi-
walMassacre”

Gul Bukhari also criticised Information Minister
Fawad Chaudhry’s comment that “the terrorists used
women during the Sahiwal incident” and termed it as
“Despicable. Complete absence of  morals. #sahiwal-
massacre”

Fakhr-e-Alam also took to Twitter said, “What a
great example it will be if  the Chief  Minister Punjab
and IG Punjab resign or are sacked today. Everything

that the other governments did wrong maybe the new
government can do right. Set precedence like never be-
fore. #SahiwalIncident #SahiwalShaddyEncounter”

Another user said, “#SahiwalIncident @fawad-
chaudhry this is not acceptable @ImranKhanPTI we
need actions. bus hai ab batain, notices yeh dramay
nai chahye. You’ve trained us to question. we’re not
patwari’s PM we will criticise u more than your op-
position bcoz we have so many expectations from
you.”

Twitter user Salman Haider said, “So these are the
reforms the new government promised to bring in
police? Nothing got changed, they were killers in uni-
form earlier, they still are the same. Former govern-
ments failed to control this beast, New government is-
n’t looking any different. #SahiwalIncident”

Meanwhile, Chairman Pakistan Peoples Party Bi-
lawal Bhutto Zardari said citizens’ killing at the hands
of Punjab police in Sahiwal was a message to the peo-
ple that they shouldn’t go out with their children. 

“The killing of  parents in front of  their children
has exposed all tall claims of  good governance of  the
ruling PTI. It’s a vivid proof that the government has
made Punjab a police state,” he said in a statement. Bi-
lawal said the government had shamefully disap-
peared after the killing of  parents in Sahiwal, which
perhaps they believed to be the best of  their gover-
nance.

“The PTI government and the PM claim to have
transformed Pakistan into a welfare state of  Medina
but they don’t know that the head of the Medina state
used to hold responsibility for anything that would
hurt the people.”

He said the enquiry announced by the central and
Punjab governments into killings was sheer face-cov-
ering tactic while nobody trusted the government.

“Those who shuffled ranks and positions in the po-
lice just to please friends can never ensure justice,” he
said. Bilawal said the entire government was depend-
ent on twitter handles and they were only experts in
maligning tactics.

“The fact is that the law of  jungle has been im-
posed on Pakistan under the PTI’s slogan of  ‘New
Pakistan.’ PPP senior leader Syed Khursheed Shah de-
manded that Prime Minister Imran Khan apologise to
the nation for the Sahiwal incident.

Talking to the media in Sukkur, he expressed dis-
appointment over comments made by some federal
and provincial ministers on the incident.

He said the prime minister should seek resigna-
tions of the ministers for branding the slain persons as
terrorists. Shah said those responsible should be
brought to justice for countering such incidents in fu-
ture. “The incident shows the government’s lethargy
to provide justice. Dubbing those killed in the incident
terrorists is purely erroneous. The country’s judicial
system is strong, as big decisions are being handed
down by courts.”

He expressed hope that Chief  Justice of  Pakistan
Justice Asif  Saeed Khosa would further improve the
judicial system. Responding a question, Mr Shah said
the federal government would not be able to complete
its five-year constitutional term. The Leader of the Op-
position in the Punjab Assembly, Hamza Shahbaz
urged the federal government to devise and enact the
required legislation to prevent incidents like Sahiwal.

“If  protectors become killers, then states do not
survive,” he said, adding that the prime minister
should consider this incident as an example.

“The deceased family members were being called
abductors and terrorists,” he said, while demanding
severe punishment for the accused officers.

Regarding economic situation of  the country, he
said that it has been on ventilator and a state with 22
crore population could not survive simply on dona-
tions. “We do not want to topple the government,” he
said, adding that the general public could easily
analyse the difference between the tenures of the Pak-
istan Muslim League-Nawaz and the Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf in terms of rise in the country’s debts.

He further criticised ineffective policies of the gov-
ernment to resolve core issues of  the general public,
and asked “What have they achieved in the last six
months?” n

COVER  STORY

The initial report of the Joint Inves-
tigation Team formed by the Punjab
government to probe the brutal
killings has held the CTD officials
responsible for the grisly act.



A
‘New Hope’ volunteers of  Zong 4G’s
flagship Corporate Social Responsibility
programme took the opportunity to
spend time with homeless and destitute

children residing in Basera Trust, Islamabad. The
activity was crafted to inculcate confidence in chil-
dren for public speaking, problem-solving and
team-building to prepare them for the future.

The children dwelling in remote areas across
Pakistan enjoyed multiple gifts brought by the
Zong 4G’s volunteers. It was a small but valuable

gesture from the organisation to show that it cares

and has a strong focus on its responsibility towards

the local communities.
Owning to its commitment, Pakistan’s No1

data network has been empowering communities
for a better tomorrow.

With more than 9 million 4G subscribers and
over 10,000 4G operational sites, Zong 4G is dom-
inating the 4G arena propelling the country to-
wards a new, brighter future. Activities such as
these are stepping stones towards enhancing social
inclusion that in turn supports Zong’s desire of  a
prosperous Pakistan. n

Zong 4G ‘New Hope’
volunteers spread happiness 

“ The children from
remote areas across
Pakistan enjoyed multi-
ple gifts brought by the
Zong 4G’s volunteers. It
was a small but
valuable gesture from
the organisation to show
that it cares and has a
strong focus on its 
esponsibility towards the
local communities. ”

Activities such as these are
stepping stones towards
enhancing social inclusion that in
turn supports Zong’s desire of a
prosperous Pakistan.
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I
n recognition of  its diversity and inclusion ini-
tiatives, Telenor Pakistan has won the Em-
ployer of  Choice Award for Gender Balance
by the International Finance Corporation

(IFC) and Pakistan Business Council (PBC) and an-
other accolade at the OICCI Women Empowerment
Awards while competing against 39 other organisa-
tions. 

Both award ceremonies were held in Karachi re-
cently where Umair Mohsin, Vice President Circle
South at Telenor Pakistan, received the Employer of
Choice award and Lene Gaathaug, Chief  Human
Resource Officer at Telenor Pakistan, received the
accolade of  first runner-up at OICCI Women Em-
powerment Awards. 

“This recognition on two different platforms val-
idates our efforts towards enabling females in the
corporate sector,” said Irfan Wahab Khan, CEO at
Telenor Pakistan. 

“This strengthens our aim to continue establish-
ing best practices for diversity and inclusion in the
industry. We strongly believe that only by empow-
ering women to contribute towards developing the
socioeconomic sphere can we achieve our collective
organisational and national development goals.”

“We are proud to receive these awards and thank
PBC, IFC and OICCI for the honour,” said Lene
Gaathaug, Chief  Human Resource Officer at Te-
lenor Pakistan. 

“Our workplace at Telenor Pakistan champions
an environment that not only enables women but
also embraces diversity be it of  gender, ethnicity,
background or abilities. It is our belief  that through

diversity and inclusion we can better understand our
customers’ evolving needs and continue empow-
ering societies.”

The Employer of  Choice Awards for Gender
Balance recognised Pakistani employers that
demonstrate a commitment to equal opportunity
for women in the workplace. 

To be awarded, organisations were required to
demonstrate how they are addressing gender
equality across a number of  benchmarks, includ-
ing leadership, flexible working, learning and de-
velopment, remuneration and performance.

The OICCI Women Empowerment Award
recognised organisations demonstrating diversity
and inclusion of  best practices that set high

benchmarks for visible and genuine executive
commitment and enablement of  women employ-
ees along with initiatives that maximise potential
of  women talent while also influencing the out-
side world to take up similar initiatives.

Over the years, Telenor Pakistan has taken
solid measures to make its work space enabling
and empowering for women. 

Besides facilities like flat six-month paid ma-
ternity leave, an in-house daycare centre, driving
classes for female employees, and endless oppor-
tunities to learn and grow, the organisation runs
programmes like ‘NayaAghaaz’ to promote in-
clusion and prepare women to start afresh after a
career break.

Telenor champions
diversity, inclusion

“ Telenor Pakistan has won the Employer of Choice Award for
Gender Balance by the International Finance Corporation and
Pakistan Business Council and another accolade at the OICCI
Women Empowerment Awards. ”

Irfan Wahab Khan, CEO
Telenor Pakistan, says this 
trengthens our aim to continue 
stablishing best practices for diver-
sity and inclusion in the industry.
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W
hether or not higher education
should be free is a recurring debate
the world over, but recently it has
intensified and has led to surprising

policy changes in many countries, including Chile,
New Zealand, and the Philippines. The debate usu-
ally emerges because of  high tuition fees and grow-
ing student loan debt. 

In a context where higher education is becom-
ing increasingly expensive – to the extent that stu-
dents and their families have to take on high
amounts of  debt to be able to afford it – free-tuition
public higher education seems like a perfect and
simple solution.

The reality is that many higher education sys-
tems around the world operate within the frame-
work of  free-tuition higher education. An
estimated 81 countries offer some type of  free tu-
ition, mostly located in Latin America, Northern
Europe, Eastern Europe and Central Asia, as well

as in North Africa. However, what these countries
mean by “free” differs widely.

Few countries offer truly free public higher ed-
ucation to all their secondary-educated population.
Scandinavian countries do (although in some cases
this has recently been restricted to domestic stu-
dents only), as do Argentina, Germany and Cuba.
But in many countries the reality is otherwise.

Many countries adopt schemes to create an il-
lusion of  free higher education while controlling
the cost to the government. These schemes include
charging a non-tuition fee (such as in Ireland); cre-
ating dual-track systems where, in the public sec-
tor, the best students only are given a free place
while others have to pay (Russia, for example); and
restricting the size of  the free public sector while
allowing private sector expansion (such as in
Brazil). 

In all these cases, free-tuition higher education
is either just a façade or a reality that only applies

to a minority of  students – with merit-based selec-
tion meaning that free tuition benefits mostly the
wealthiest.

Meanwhile, parents in Pakistan have urged
Chief  Justice Mian Saqib Nisar to club all cases on
school fees, which are pending in various courts,
and hear them on a priority basis to resolve the
issue.

They said that they have been protesting against
fee hikes since 2015 but so far the situation remains
unchanged with no relief  offered.

Hamid Khan, a parent a protest in Islamabad,
stated that they were being fleeced by private
schools. “Education is a basic right of  children but
through the unbridled hike in fees, this right is
being snatched from our children,” he lamented.

The Private Educational Institutions Regula-
tory Authority (Peira) — the apex body in the cap-
ital which was supposed to regulate fees of  private
schools in the city — had on June 20, 2016, intro-
duced a fee structure for private schools under the
Registration and Fee Determination Rules 2016
(RFDR) after some private schools had hiked their
fees once again.

However, the rules were challenged in the Is-
lamabad High Court. The case was struck down
after a two-year legal battle. The case, though, re-
mains in court owing to challenges filed against it.

Due to prolonged litigation and stay orders,
schools have increased their fees by as much as 40
per cent per year with little check on them, said
Mansoor, another protesting parent. 

He complained that there was no mechanism
for foreign testing services such as the British
Council and Cambridge who too have increased
their fees.

Parents further contended that fee for the sum-
mer vacations should not be charged, and instead,
they should only be charged according to the ac-
tual expenditure, and those whose academic year
ends in May should be exempted from fee.

The parents also complained about the host of
auxiliary fees charged by schools, including ad-
vance fee, expenses for generators, laboratories,
uniforms, stationery, annual parties and security.

School owners, though, have thus far resisted at-
tempts by the government to regulate fees and
other standards in schools.

CJP Saqib Nisar has ruled that the orders given
by the Supreme Court for 20 per cent reduction in
monthly fee of  students, is applicable to all private
schools across Pakistan.

During the case hearing of  exorbitant fee
charged by private schools, the chief  justice re-
marked, “The Supreme Court ruling applies to all
private schools in the country charging above
Rs5,000 per month; if  there is any ambiguity then
hand us the file, we will read it out to everyone.”

Justice Nisar angrily noted that the administra-
tions of  schools began to shut down their institu-
tions when the court ordered them to slash
students’ fee.

In its ruling, the top court had ordered all those
private schools across the country charging above
Rs5,000 as monthly fee, to cut down their fees by
20 per cent.

The chief  justice had also announced that the
decision on the percentage of  increasing school fee
onward will be taken by the top court solely and
“if  anyone attempts to close down the school, they
will be charged with contempt of  court.”

Meanwhile, the CJP dictated all those schools
having received winter vacations’ fee from stu-
dents, to return 50 per cent to parents or adjust the
amount in the fee of  upcoming months. n

Making high
fee-charging schools
to fall in line

“ The Supreme Court ruling applies to all private schools in
the country charging above Rs5,000 per month; if there is
any ambiguity then hand us the file, we will read it out to
everyone,” said Chief Justice Mian Saqib Nisar, while giving
a ruling on petitions regarding high fees being charged by the
private schools.”

Justice Nisar angrily noted that
the administrations of schools
began to shut down their institu-
tions when the court ordered
them to slash students’ fee.
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A
s per the new online degree attestation
system launched by the Higher Educa-
tion Commission, applicants have to cre-
ate their accounts on web link HEC:

ttp://eportal.hec.gov.pk/ for attestation of  their ed-
ucational documents.
After creation of  profile, applicants will upload

scanned copies of  required documents for initial
scrutiny. After successful scrutiny, they will sched-
ule their visit according to their convenience and
subject to availability of  slot.
The online attestation system has curbed fake

degrees, mostly carried by the government employ-
ees. The quality assurance department and the
Higher Education Commission are doing an in-
credible job in verifying fake degrees and certifi-
cates.
The credit also goes to the recent developments

in Information Technology and resource develop-
ment. It has been made possible to scrutinise and
verify documents, that I personally believe wouldn’t
have been possible previously. Credit goes to qual-
ity assurance departments and higher education
commission who have done an exceptional job in
the recent past to validate degrees, documents and
certificates. This indeed has created a positive
image of  degrees issued by educational institutions
in Pakistan.
In a latest example Pakistan International Air-

lines (PIA) terminated 50 cabin crew staff, includ-
ing three pilots, for possessing fake degree
certificates.
According to the spokesperson of  PIA, 50 cabin

crew staff, including women, was dismissed from
their jobs immediately on the basis of  fake degrees.
Chief  Justice of  Pakistan Mian Saqib Nisar had

taken notice of  the alleged appointment of  pilots

holding fake qualifications and notified Pakistan’s
Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) for completing the
verifications of  the degrees of  pilots.
In view of  the proceedings of  Supreme Court of

Pakistan against pilots and cabin crew holding fake
degrees and certificate, the Director General of
CAA Hassan Baig issued directives to suspend their
licences with immediate effect.
According to the official statement, Baig also is-

sued directives to suspend the licences of  all those
pilots and cabin crews who have not yet submitted
their degrees and certificates.
Nobody knows that possessing a fake degree or

a certificate is an individual act and any one can’t
judge any particular organisation or system based

on that. Possessing a forged degree is in fact an in-
dividual act and has been observed all over the
world where people have deceived their employers.
But, thankfully the system in country is improving
and the authorities are on track to identify the fake
degree holders.

Meanwhile, the Supreme Court was told that
the degrees of  205 practising lawyers across Pak-
istan were found to be bogus.
The revelation came as the Higher Education

Commission is verifying the degrees of  thousands
of  lawyers. It is feared that more fake degree hold-
ers may be exposed during the process. Chief  Jus-
tice of  Pakistan Mian Saqib Nisar had taken suo
motu over practising lawyers holding fake LLB de-
grees.
The advocate general informed the top court

that the degrees of  nine practising lawyers in Is-
lamabad were found to be bogus.
Punjab Bar Council Chairman Jan Muhammad

informed the top court that as many as 45,351 de-
grees were dispatched for attestation, of  which, 190
degrees were fake and the Federal Investigation
Agency had registered complaints against 63 degree
holders.
Senior lawyer Ahsan Bhon briefed the top court

that there were 30,000 to 35,000 registered lawyers
in 2005. Supreme Court Bar Council, Sindh chap-
ter Chairman Salahuddin Ahmed informed the
court that 9,000 lawyers were working in Sindh.  As
many as 5,470 degrees were dispatched for attesta-
tion, of  which nine degrees were proved to be
bogus.

The apex court, while directing immediate con-
clusion of  the case, hinted at strict action against
the violators. The case was adjourned for three
weeks.
On the other hand, HEC admitted in the Pe-

shawar High Court that it had inadvertently verified
degree of  the Lahore DG NAB, Saleem Shahzad.
The FIA has probed several other cases where

the regulatory bodies verified fake degrees of  pow-
erful officials.
In January last year, a former HEC deputy di-

rector of  the attestation department was arrested by
the FIA for attesting the fake degree of  a powerful
FIA officer. According to FIR No 01/2018 of  FIA
ACC, Islamabad, Quetta FIA Deputy Director
Noman Ashraf  Bodla got employment in the pre-

mier investigation agency in 2006 on the basis of  a
fake degree from an unrecognised university (New-
ports Institute of  Communication & Economics
also known as NICE, Karachi). The university did
not meet legal criteria set by the regulatory body but
the deputy director of  HEC attestation Abid Hus-
sain illegally attested his degree by misusing his au-
thority. The FIA arrested its own deputy director as
well as former HEC top official on January 2, 2018.
The case is being probed by FIA’s Inspector Kashif
Riaz Awan. 
Kashif  Awan said the accused are currently on

bail, but the investigations are still going on against
the HEC official and FIA’s own staff. n

Fake degrees galore 

“ Chief Justice of Pakistan Mian Saqib Nisar had taken
notice of the alleged appointment of pilots holding fake
qualifications and ordered the Civil Aviation Authority to
verify such degrees.”

The Supreme Court has been in-
formed that the degrees of 205
practising lawyers across Pakistan
are found to be bogus. The revela-
tion came as the Higher Education
Commission is verifying the degrees
of thousands of lawyers.
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O
n the demand
and threat of
pharmaceuti-
cal industry,

the government has in-
creased the drugs prices up
to 9-15 per cent.

Drug companies had
demanded an increase in
the prices of medicines for
some time. The companies
had also threatened to stop
manufacturing drugs.

Even local manufac-
turers stopped production
of  life-saving medicines,
including those for the
treatment of multi-drug re-
sistant (MDR) tuberculo-
sis, different neurological
disorders, various types of
cancers and skin ailments,
after their production cost
surpassed their retail price.

To give some relief  to
the industry and pain to
the patients, the govern-
ment has announced the
hike in the prices of drugs,
and the Drug Regulatory
Authority of  Pakistan
(DRAP) has announced a
price hike of 9-15 per cent
across the country, a noti-
fication stated.

According to the noti-
fication, the revised retail
prices of  the medicines
will be printed on the label.
According to the notifica-
tion:

“Maximum retail
prices of drugs may be in-
creased under paragraph
12 (8) of Drug Pricing Pol-
icy, 2018, namely:

“Nine per cent over
and above the maximum
retail prices determined as
determined under the
hardship category during
the year 2018; and

Fifteen per cent over
and above existing maxi-
mum retail prices deter-
mined under the Drug Pricing Policy, 2018 for drugs
other than those specified in clause”

“The revised maximum retail prices shall be
printed on the label in the manner prescribed by the
Drugs [Labelling and Packaging] Rules, 1986 and the
manufacturers and importers of  drugs shall furnish
calculations of revised maximum retail price of drugs
to the Division of  Costing and Pricing of  the Drug
Regulatory Authority of Pakistan before affecting the
increase.” Sources, however, said that the price hike
would impact the rate of some 24,000 medicines, in-
cluding the life-saving drugs such as medicines for
heart ailments, brain diseases, cancer, children’s dis-
eases and post-surgical drugs etc.

Earlier, Pakistan Pharmaceutical Manufacturers
Association had demanded of  the government to
allow 40 per cent increase in prices of all medicines to
meet additional expenses due to devaluation of rupee.

The participants of a meeting chaired by PPMA
Chairman Dr Tahir Azam said that input cost has in-
creased considerably due to high exchange rate of dol-
lar. They said that it was impossible for pharma
industry to sell drugs at prices approved by Drug Reg-
ulatory Authority of Pakistan.

The participants decided that PPMA office bearers
would held separate meetings with Minister for Com-
merce and Minister for National Health Services, Reg-
ulations and Coordination for discussing problems of
pharma industry in the wake of high exchange rates

of dollar. Meanwhile, Ghurki Trust Hospital and the
Fred Hollows Foundation arranged a free eye camp
and walk in connection with World Sight Day. Visit-
ing patients were provided free eye tests, glasses and
medicines. 

Prof Rana Muhammad Khalil led the walk par-
ticipated by doctors, paramedical staff, medical stu-
dents and people from various walks of  life. People
were given awareness literature regarding benefits of
eye care, regular check-ups and timely treatment of
preventable diseases to avoid blindness.

Addressing the participants, Prof Khalil stressed
the need of taking due care of own eyes and those of
dear and near ones to avoid complications. He also
urged people to reach out to vulnerable segments of
the society, provide early treatment of diseases so that
they could play role in development of the society. Ac-

cording to WHO esti-
mates, four out of  five
cases of blindness around
the globe could be avoided
by addressing preventable
causes like cataract, refrac-
tive error, diabetic
retinopathy, glaucoma and
squint.

Also, local manufac-
turers have stopped pro-
duction of  life-saving
medicines, including those
for the treatment of multi-
drug resistant (MDR) tu-
berculosis, different
neurological disorders,
various types of  cancers
and skin ailments, after
their production cost sur-
passed their retail price.

The manufacturers
have warned the govern-
ment of  an extreme crisis
involving various medi-
cines, including life-saving
drugs, if  prices are not in-
creased by the Drug Regu-
latory Authority of
Pakistan (DRAP) as per its
own recommendations;
pharmaceutical compa-
nies are unable to continue
producing the drugs at
present rates after 40 per
cent devaluation of  the
rupee and increase in fuel
prices.

According to the chair-
man of the Pakistan Phar-
maceutical Manufa cturers
Association (PPMA),
Zahid Saeed, only 500
companies are actually
producing medicines
against 800 licence-hold-
ers. He told a press confer-
ence that drug
manufacturers were slowly
closing down their indus-
trial units due to unbear-
able production cost.

The PPMA chairman
informed the media in de-
tail about the association’s

struggle and the process initiated by it for rationalisa-
tion of drug prices after devaluation of the rupee and
the proceedings in the Supreme Court. The apex
court, after months of  hearing, directed DRAP and
the government on Nov 14 to notify new prices of
medicines within 15 days. “However, no step was
taken by the government in this regard,” he added.

“Similarly, the Policy Board of DRAP was also di-
rected by the SC to review prices of life-saving medi-
cines in view of devaluation of the rupee against the
US dollar within 15 days, but unfortunately no step
was initiated by DRAP and the government,” he said.

He said 90 per cent of raw material for production
of drugs as well as packaging material was imported
and after the rupee’s devaluation it was impossible for
drug manufacturers to continue producing medicines
at the current retail prices. Mr Saeed said closure of in-
dustries would lead to costlier drug imports.

He urged DRAP and the federal government to re-
view drug prices immediately and notify new rates
they have presented before the SC. “Otherwise, the
manufacturers would be compelled to increase medi-
cine prices on our own as per DRAP’s formula and
list given to the apex court,” he added.

“We are also planning to initiate contempt of
court proceedings against DRAP for refusing to com-
ply with SC’s directives. In this regard, we will follow
the legal course of action against the drug regulator,”
he warned. n

Of all-powerful
pharmaceutical

industry
“ The government had to cave in to the pressure applied by
the drug companies that had demanded an increase in the
prices of medicines for some time. The companies had also

threatened to stop manufacturing drugs.”

Even local manufacturers stopped
production of life-saving medi-
cines, including those for the
treatment of multi-drug resistant
(MDR) tuberculosis, different
neurological disorders, various
types of cancers and skin ail-
ments, after their production cost
surpassed their retail price.
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T
elenor Microfinance Bank, in partnership
with Valyou of  Malaysia, has introduced
Pakistan’s first block-chain-based cross-bor-
der remittance service, powered by indus-

try-leading block-chain technology developed by
Alipay, the online payment platform operated by Ant
Financial Services Group (“Ant Financial”). The plan
was unveiled at an event in Islamabad attended by
State Bank of Pakistan Governor Tariq Bajwa, mark-
ing a major milestone in the country's journey to pro-
mote financial inclusion. 

The block-chain technology will significantly boost
the speed and efficiency of remittances from Malaysia
to Pakistan. It will also ensure the money transfers are
highly secure and transparent, as all information
stored, shared, or uploaded through the block-chain re-
mittance platform will be encrypted with advanced
protocols in order to protect users' privacy.

Governor State Bank Tariq Bajwa, while congrat-
ulating Ant Financial, Telenor Microfinance Bank, Va-
lyou Malaysia and Standard Chartered Bank for this
new initiative and collaboration to promote the use of
formal remittance channels, said: "At around USD 20
billion per year, international remittances are impor-
tant from the perspective of  overall macroeconomic
stability and their positive spillover in improving lives
of millions of families. Home remittances contributed
to over 6pc in GDP, equivalent to over 50pc of  our
trade deficit, 85pc of exports and over one-third of im-
ports during FY 2017-18."

He also said that the government of Pakistan and
the State Bank had taken a number of initiatives to pro-
mote the transfer of home remittances using formal fi-
nancial channels and the new block-chain
technology-based remittance service would comple-
ment these efforts as transfer of  cross-border remit-
tances in near real-time would bring convenience and
facilitation for both remitters and their beneficiaries.
"This puts Pakistan on the map of very few countries
in the world that have launched International Remit-
tance using block-chain technology," he added.
Mr Bajwa also stated that he expects that the fi-

nancial sector will take advantage of current favourable

market environment by investing in innovative tech-
nologies and product offerings to expand services and
broaden access to financial services in the country. 

The block-chain-powered remittance service will
make round-the-clock, real-time money transfers be-
tween the two countries possible at a competitive ex-
change rate, with Alipay's transaction fees waived
during the one-year trial period. "The new remittance
service is one of the examples of how emerging tech-
nologies can help countries meet their digital and fi-
nancial inclusion goals. We're thrilled to be part of

Pakistan's financial inclusion efforts and we're dedi-
cated to exploring breakthroughs and applying them
to benefit more people in more places," said Eric Jing,
Chairman and CEO of Ant Financial. 

"I would like to take this opportunity to express our
gratitude to State Bank of Pakistan for all the great sup-
port to make this project possible. I congratulate both
Easypaisa and Valyou on this major development that
will facilitate the people in both countries, putting Pak-
istan on the map of fin-tech innovation and promot-
ing financial inclusion." 

By eliminating intermediary costs, the new remit-
tance service reduces transactional cost for end-users,
while the block-chain technology enables both senders
and receivers to track their money every step of  the
way, significantly boosting the service's efficiency and
safety.  "The transparency and swiftness this innova-
tive and first-of-its-kind service brings to Pakistani users
of international remittance will redefine international
money transfer in the country," said Roar Bjærum,
Senior Vice President, Head of Financial Services, Te-

lenor Group & Chairman Valyou. "Currently, Pakistan
receives about USD 1 billion in home remittances from
Malaysia and this Easypaisa-Valyou collaboration is
going to change it for the better. The service is the re-
sult of the close partnership between Telenor Group
and Ant Financial Services and epitomises our shared
vision to empower societies by bringing inclusive fi-
nancial services to the world." 

The service aims to promote and encourage the
use of  formal channels for remittances, with all ex-
isting incentives offered by State Bank of  Pakistan
for promotion of  international remittance through
mobile wallet being applicable for this service. "The
international remittance service epitomises the
shared vision of  Telenor Group and Ant Financial
to empower societies by bringing inclusive financial
services to the world," said Shahid Mustafa, Presi-
dent & CEO, Telenor Microfinance Bank. "It is a
bold statement of  the wonders new technologies can

do to transform the financial services landscape in
Pakistan which remains a top priority on the coun-
try's national agenda."

Pakistan is in the process of  strengthening its fi-
nancial system, with the Pakistani government re-
cently enhancing its National Financial Inclusion
Strategy through a five-year plan that aims to create
three million jobs and additional exports of  USD
$5.5 billion by improving SMEs' access to financing.

Starting from 2015, Alipay has formed nine
strategic partnerships with local partners outside
Mainland China. As of  today, Alipay, together with
its global partners, are serving over 1 billion active
users globally. n

Block-chain remittance transfer
service comes to Pakistan

“ Currently, Pakistan receives about USD 1 billion in home remittances from Malaysia and
this Easypaisa-Valyou collaboration is going to change it for the better. The service is the
result of the close partnership between Telenor Group and Ant Financial Services.”

Shahid Mustafa, President & CEO,
Telenor Microfinance Bank, says the
international remittance service epit-
omises the shared vision of Telenor
Group and Ant Financial to em-
power societies by bringing inclusive
financial services to the world. 
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P
akistan is a country full of less educated peo-
ple. To perform their duties to make a good
society, education is an only power that gives
a broad lesson to how to give and how to give

up regarding tax compliance. Although Tax compli-
ance refers to fulfilling all tax obligations as specified by
the law freely and completely. Tax compliance means
submitting a tax return within the stipulated period,
correctly stating income and deductions, paying as-
sessed taxes by due date and paying levied taxes. The
tax system of Pakistan continues to under-perform par-
ticularly in its ability to raise adequate revenues. The

bases of  the most im-
portant taxes, such as
Personal and Corpo-
rate Income Tax and
the General Sales Tax
(GST), continue to be
narrow and the level of
tax evasion remains
high. Moreover, in re-
cent years, the Tax-to-
GDP (Gross Domestic
Product) ratio has seen

a substantial decline. On the other hand, most of the
macroeconomic fiscal adjustment in recent years has
been on the expenditure side of the budget. Pakistan's
need for spending on social services such as education,
health, and capital infrastructure are likely to increase
in the near future as governments pursue a strategy of
sustained economic growth. Most political manifestos
brought forward by political parties spell out major ex-
penditure programmes while expressing a desire to in-
crease tax collection. To reach the desired taxation
level in Pakistan, an in-depth policy reforms pro-
gramme needs to be formulated by policymakers. This
will require a detailed analysis of tax structures and tax
administration. An attempt has been made in this book
to provide the necessary analysis.
The Finance Minister in an interview to

Bloomberg stated that to make businesses competitive
with regional countries, Prime minister’s administra-
tion plans to decrease taxes on energy supply to in-
dustries and agriculture and recover the consequent
loss in revenue through introducing a wealth tax. A
wealth tax is defined as a capital tax or equity tax is a
levy on the total value of  an individual's assets, in-
cluding bank deposits, real estate, assets held in insur-
ance and pension plans, ownership of unincorporated
businesses, financial securities, and personal trusts.
However in Pakistan, wealth tax until its repeal was
also charged on ownership of incorporated businesses.
Under Section 116 of  the Income Tax Ordinance,
2001, every individual who files a return of income for
any tax year is also required to furnish a wealth state-
ment and wealth reconciliation statement for that year
along with the return. In 2015, the government in-
creased the disclosure requirements for taxpayers and
no longer allowed relaxation from filing for those
whose income was less than one million rupees, how-
ever earlier this year, the FBR amended the wealth tax
form: previously a taxpayer was not required to ex-
plicitly state the nature of immovable and moveable
property and assets held outside Pakistan including
minute details like type of property and complete ad-
dress the new form required itemization of  total
wealth. In addition, the recently concluded tax
amnesty scheme under which a significant
number/amount of undeclared assets have been de-
clared may present an enticing opportunity to levy
Wealth Tax. However, before embarking on levying
this tax, minister Finance would do well to check the
efficacy of  this tax when it existed in Pakistan. The
highest-ever collection under this head was 8 billion ru-
pees whereas the FBR's cost in collecting this tax was
about a billion rupees. This tax was repealed because
it is regressive and militates against savings, industrial-
ization and documentation within the economy. There
are only a handful of countries that have retained this
tax. India too repealed this tax in 2016. The focus of
tax policy should be on taxing incomes in all shapes
and forms and not assets/capital formation which is
the need of the hour. As it is, Pakistan has had the low-
est rate of national savings in the region and levy of

this tax would penalize savings. Wealth tax has been re-
scinded by most countries as a potential source of rev-
enue because it is anti-investment and savings as it
taxes assets created out of tax paid funds that is inher-
ently unfair. In a country like Pakistan where the num-
ber of non-filers far outpaces the filers there is a danger
that the undocumented economy, estimated at over 50
percent of the national economy, may simply rise. One
option to make the rich pay more would be to impose
a super tax on the rich and in the budget for fiscal year
2016-17 India replaced the wealth tax with an addi-
tional surcharge of 2 percent on the super rich. Pak-
istan also levies a super tax on all those with an income
of 500 million rupees or more annually. Good tax

management starts with good record keeping, espe-
cially financial records. It is needed to make sure the fi-
nancial staff  is trained in accounting such as
classification and recording of monetary transactions
and compilation of statements.
After doing the work of day and night the FBR has

been succeeded to receive data of non-taxpayers across
the country which will be used to broaden the tax net.
Munim Sultan President Tax bar association is play-
ing vital role to bring the people in tax net and willing
to offer good awareness about tax system, In this re-
gard a seminar was organized in tax house Lahore
presided by Madam Nosheen Javed Amjad member
IR (Inland Revenue) who has given the valuable an-

swers to embossing new clauses of tax (like article 214-
E) and Chief  Commissioner Asim Majeed Khan (
large tax unit) given the statement to make sure the best
privilege of tax payer during their services and Chief
Commissioner Syed Nadeem Rizvi is fully attentive to
broaden the tax net and numbers of tax payer in the
FBR history. Although FBR has received detail of at
least 748,541 of non-taxpayers from the motor vehicle
branches across the country. They are non-taxpayers
registered with vehicle above 1300CC while they are
not paying any taxes. Meanwhile K-Electric also pro-
vided details of  441,000 non-taxpayers, Faisalabad
Electric Supply Company provided at least 334,000 of
non-taxpayers data and Gujranwala Electric Supply
Company provided data of almost 228,000 of non-tax-
payers. On the other hand, Sui Northern Gas Pipe
Lines provided 2,323 of  consumers’ data who have
commercial connections while property departments
across the country have provided data of 484,000 non-
taxpayers to FBR. It is important to mention here that
FBR is making concerted efforts to broaden the tax net
base and several initiatives have been taken in the re-
cent past to increase the number of return filers while
FBR has formulated a strategy to go after the tax-
evaders by using information obtained from their trans-
actions in the real estate sector, purchase of vehicles,
foreign travels and also by accessing, in the long run,
their bank accounts to assess the extent of tax avoid-
ance and tax evasion. During the raid on any project,
Assistant Commissioners and inspectors must compli-
ance the law and order situation and should not com-
mit any misbehave attitude and pre bargaining. After
all these are the persons which are going to be the tax
payer of tomorrow. The writer is Chairman of  Pakistan
Columnist Council. 

Compliance of tax
laws in Pakistan

“ FBR has been succeeded to receive data of non-taxpayers
across the country which will be used to broaden the tax net.
Munim Sultan President Tax Bar Association is playing vital
role to bring the people in tax net and willing to offer good
awareness about tax system ”

The tax system of Pakistan con-
tinues to under-perform particu-
larly in its ability to raise adequate
revenues
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H
ult Prize, an entrepreneurship strength-
ening competition, held in Institute of
Business Management in Karachi, re-
cently, revolved around the theme

“youth unemployment: leading a generation to
change the world.” It is the most prestigious start up
event in the world that aims at promoting initiatives

to solve world’s pressing issues by the leading young
entrepreneurs. The keynote speech was delivered by
Faraz Khan, Co-Founder and CEO, Seed Ventures.
The guest of  honour for the event was Anum Sha-
keel, Head of  Communication - Momentum and
President The Marketects Club. 

The honourable guests were Hana Lakhani, Co-

Founder and CMO, Roshni Rides, Anum Kamran,
Founder and CEO Buyon.pk, Omer Salimullah,
Head of  Open Banking and Ecosystem Develop-
ment, JS Bank, Anaz Niaz, CEO Viscous.co, Nadia
Patel, Founder and CEO Sheops, Madiha Shamim,
Co-Founder Ways, and motivational speaker
Faraz Ahmed.
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R
ealme C1 has quite recently as of late been
declared. It is the conditioned variant of
Realme 2. Realme C1 highlights a 6.1-inch
show with a goals of 720 x 1520 pixels. 

Design and Structure 
Realme C1 packs 16GB of inward memory with 2

GB RAM. Fortunately the memory can be expandable
further up to 256 GB. In the engine, it packs 1.8 GHz
octa center processor which likewise takes the admin-
istrations of cortex A53 to keep a harmony between
battery utilization and execution. This cell phone is
outfitted with Snapdragon 450 chipset. These deter-
minations make the cell phone run quicker while
preparing various applications at an all the while. 

At front, we have a 6.2-inch 19:9 HD+ display with
a notch that holds the 5MP front camera, the sensor,

and the call speaker. On the right we find the
power/lock button, while the volume keys and the
triple card slot can be found on the left. Down below,
there’s the audio grille, the 3.5mm audio port, the mi-
crophone, and the micro-USB port. Can’t complain
about the micro-USB, though, as this is a budget
phone. Now, at the back, we get this this glossy black

polycarbonate surface, which I think looks really nice.
The body is made up of plastic, but despite that, this
phone actually looks premium and doesn’t look
‘cheap’ nor fragile. Here we will also find 13MP +
2MP rear cameras and the Realme Logo at the bot-
tom. The phone has no fingerprint scanner at all.

Multimedia
This phone is in reality better than decent. Shades

are exact and seeing edges are great. It’s additionally
sufficiently splendid to be utilized outside. There’s an
alternative in settings that you can use to modify screen
temperature, which is decent. There’s likewise Night
Shield that enables you to maintain a strategic distance
from eye strain by diminishing blue light from the
screen. With respect to the score, there’s no alternative
to completely shroud it, 

Audio quality is average. The speaker can get pretty
loud. 

Camera
To fulfill the photography needs of  the clients,

Realme C1 highlights a double 13+2-megapixel back
and 5-megapixel front camera. It keeps running on An-
droid 8.1 Oreo working framework with a fixing of

Color OS 5.1. The gadget is fueled by 4230 mAh bat-
tery to guarantee that the clients utilize the telephone
without stressing over the low battery sign. 

The details are extremely stunning without ques-
tion however it has got a few minimizations in the
memory and camera division and the unique mark
scanner has likewise disappeared. These cut downs are
made just to bring down the cost of the cell phone and
to make it open by an extraordinary number of clients
Realme C1 detailed specifications

Connectivity and Battery Life
The C1 is packed with your usual connectivity suite

such as WiFi, Bluetooth, 4G LTE, and GPS. So far,
call quality is clear and besides, this is highly depend-
ent on how good the reception is in your area. GPS
locks in quick and can accurately pin your location
when using navigation apps like Google Maps etc.

Completion 
What really matters for a lot of people, of course,

is the performance. This phone is powered by a Qual-
comm Snapdragon 450 chipset, 2GB of RAM, and
16GB of internal storage. Due to its meager RAM, we
encountered a bit of lags whenever we tried to run mul-
tiple apps at the same time. But for basic productivity
tasks like browsing the web, and basically just navigat-
ing, then it’s no problem. Since this phone doesn’t have
a fingerprint scanner, so we are left with the Face Un-
lock feature for security. So far, it’s pretty fast and re-
sponsive even dim conditions and is way faster than
the Samsung A7 (2018)’s face unlock.

Now for gaming, heavy games like PUBG Mobile
and Tekken Mobile are playable in low-medium set-
tings but don’t expect a smooth gaming experience as
frame drops are frequent. It also comes with Realme
Game Space, which basically helps optimize games
and blocks out notifications while you’re playing. For
thermals, the phone gets pretty warm after long usage,
but not too much to be alarming.

The Realme C1 is retails priced at PKR 18,999.
The Realme is officially available on Daraz.pk, from
January 2, 2019, where you can get the device with a
special discount offer in the price of PKR 17,999. n

Review of Realme C1
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C
ontinuing its tradition to bring latest flag-
ship features at an affordable price, Vivo
has launched a budget smartphone Y91 in
Pakistan. This mid-range device is a new

addition to the popular, youth-oriented Y series
which comes with 64GB ROM and a massive
4030mAh battery, so you can keep using your phone
without any worries. 
Y91 features a trendy and striking design - the

new Halo FullView™ Display paired with Starry
Black and Ocean Blue colors, all packed within a
curved 3D body to provide an uninterrupted and im-
mersive user experience. 

Bigger Capacity - 3GB RAM + 64GB ROM:
Your Y91 can run multiple apps with ease, thanks

to its 3GB RAM, and a 2.0GHz octa-core processor
coupled with 64GB of storage space (expandable up
to 256GB) that gives you ample freedom to download
whatever you want.

High Capacity 4030mAh Battery:
The high-capacity 4030mAh battery is further

complemented by an exclusive smart power manage-
ment system. It allows you to play at will, even when
on the go, without worrying about running out of
power. 

Color Gradient:
The Y91 adopts a stylish back-cover gloss painting

process, intricately blending deep black and shim-
mering blue to invoke the far-flung corners of the uni-
verse or the pure blues of  the ocean. The 3D curves
fit your palm perfectly, for an experience that’s truly
irresistible.

AI Face Beauty:
The Y91's sharp, 8MP front-camera captures

more facial details. Its AI algorithm detects your gen-
der, age, skin tone, skin texture, and lighting environ-
ment. It automatically delivers facial enhancements,
personally customized to deliver the most beautiful
results. Plus, for a fresh selfie experience, AR Stickers
enable each of  your selfies to stand out from the
crowd.

AI Dual Camera:
The Y91 has a super-clear 13MP main rear cam-

era, a 2MP secondary camera, and optimized photo
algorithms to capture depth-of-field information to
rival professional-grade Bokeh shots; achieving cover
shot results has never been easier. 

Fingerprint Unlocking:
Y91 is equipped with a fingerprint sensor that un-

locks your phone instantly. Combined with Face Ac-
cess, unlocking your phone will be smoother and
more convenient than ever.

Jovi Smart Scene:
The Y91 has the brains to understand your needs

and become your close companion to help you. It can
count your daily steps and calories, update you on the
latest results of  your favorite sports team, and advise
you to take a rest if  you're working late into the night.

Smart Split:
A simple, three-fingered swipe splits the 6.22-inch

screen in two. Now you can chat with friends while si-
multaneously watching videos, so you can get the best
of  both worlds.

Availability & Pricing:
Vivo Y91 is available in the market for the rec-

ommended retail price of  Rs. 27,999 in two brilliant
color options, Starry Black and Ocean Blue.

KEY FEATURES:
• 6.22-inch Halo FullView™ Display
• 2.0GHz octa-core SoC
• 3GB RAM & 64GB Internal Storage
•  4030mAh high capacity battery
• 13+2MP AI Dual Camera with8MP
Selfie Camera

•  Face Access and Rear Fingerprint Scanner
• Dual SIM 4G LTE support with dedicated 
256GB microSD slot

• Jovi Smart Scene & Smart Split
• Ocean Blue and Starry Black Fusion Colors
• Funtouch OS 4.5 (based on Android 8.1)

Vivo Y91, The best budget
smartphone in Pakistan with
ton-load of features!
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Welcome to the future of imaging.
A mirrorless camera that feels like a Nikon.

Decades of  refining camera design at your
fingertips.

Our vision has always been to create cameras
and lenses that capture more light. More light means
more detail. More speed, more possibilities. The Z 7
brings that vision to life (and then some). Combin-
ing the advantages of  a lightweight mirrorless de-
sign, a revolutionary new full-frame lens mount and
matched lenses, a Nikon designed 45.7MP image
sensor and seamless integration with Nikon’s DSLR
system—including the Nikkor lenses you love—the
Z 7 is a camera unlike any before it. And yet, it’s un-
mistakably a Nikon. This is mirrorless reinvented.
• 45.7Megapixels
• FXFormat
• 9 FPSContinuous Shooting
• 64–25,600ISO (Expandable to 102,400)
• 4K UHD3840x2160 at 30/25/24p

THE AWARD WINNING Z 7
The Nikon Z 7 got the high-end camera of  the

year award at Dpreview. The Z 7 is a formidable
camera signaling Nikon's dedication to the future.
NEW NIKKOR Z LENSES
The next generation of  NIKKOR glass.
Empowered by the larger Z Mount and shorter

16mm flange focal distance, NIKKOR Z lenses
gather more light and break traditional rules of  the
“sweet spot”. Forget about stopping down for max-
imum sharpness—NIKKORZ are at their best and
deliver corner-to-corner sharpness even at their
widest aperture.
LEGENDARY F-MOUNT NIKKOR

LENSES
Greater performance from the lenses you love.
When used with the optional Mount Adapter

FTZ, more than 90 F-Mount NIKKOR lenses main-
tain all of  their sharpness, resolving power and func-
tionality and gain the advantages of  the Z 7’s

in-body VR, silent shooting, PDAF focusing sys-
tem,1 4K video and more. Approximately 360 F-
Mount NIKKOR lenses can be used. Compatibility
as only Nikon can deliver.
ULTIMATE IMAGE QUALITY

Create your masterpiece with ours.
New Z Mount
17% larger internal diameter than Nikon's ac-

claimed F Mount. Wider than any full-framemount
available.6 It totally changes what’s possible with
lens design. Enhanced low-lightperformance. Even
illumination from corner-to-corner. Maximum aper-

tures as wide as f/0.95. Faster data transfer between
camera and lens. This is the ideal balance between
mount diameter, large image sensor and flange focal
distance.
9 FPS SHOOTING
The speed to succeed.
Shoot up to 9 FPS at full resolution (12-bit RAW

or JPEG) with minimal shooting noise7 and with-
out the need for an external battery pack. For com-
plete silence, switch to Silent Mode and shoot up to
8 FPS with no mechanical noise. n

Nikon Z 7 camera is a
future-forward mirrorless

camera powerhouse
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J
ust a few months ago, we witnessed the
launch of  the new flagship TV from TCL, the
C6 UHD TV. It was an amazing event with
guests treated to announcements from TCL

management, awesome music and great food.
That first look at the C6 was enough to leave

quite a mark, especially at a time when we had
several big brand launches. So, when we got our
hands on the TV, we jumped at the chance. Read
on to find out exactly what you’re getting when
you buy a TCL C6.
Specifications
First, let’s have a look at the specs:
The C6 TV is a SmartTV that comes with a built-

in Chromecast and Google Assistant. It has an in-
ternal storage of  16 GB of  internal storage with 3
GB RAM and a 2.5 GB DDR memory. The display
is 3840*2160 pixels with HDR 10, Micro Dimming
and 4000:1 contrast ratio. The sound is courtesy of
Harmon Kardon sound bar. The C6 also has 3
HDMI slots and a headphone jack.
Alright, now that we have all the technical de-

tails out of  the way, let’s get to the good stuff.
Design
As always, TCL has outdone themselves with

the C6’s design. The minimalistic exterior gives a
very sleek and slim feel to the TV and the sound bar
by Harmon-Kardon really fits in well with the over-

all aesthetics. Plus they have finished off  the clean
look with well-disguised ports for the various con-
nections including the HDMI, cable, LAN and
USB.
All of  this comes in a fairly sturdy package as the

metal body is quite solid while maintaining a pleas-
ing look.
Display
First things first, the screen is huge. 3840*2160

pixels with 4K support gives a viewing experience
so sharp that you can see every last detail. The con-
trast and colours are so sharp and clean, watching a
wildlife documentary is as good as being out in na-
ture.
The C6 has both HDR 10 and Micro Dimming

which makes everything so much more impressive
by keeping the richness of  the quality and adjusting
darkness automatically. For gamers, especially the
C6 is an absolute treat. No matter what game you
play, whether you are driving around at full speed
or shooting up bad guys, every moment is brought to
vivid life with amazing colour and clarity. 
And because it has a Wide Viewing Angle, it

doesn’t matter where in the room you are in relation
to the C6, the picture quality is undisturbed.
Overall, the C6 has one of  the best viewing ex-

periences for a flagship TV in the market right now.
Whether you want a home cinema experience or

you want to sit down for a gaming marathon, the
C6 will make it an absolute pleasure.
Sound
Harmon Kardon is one of  the best audio

providers in the world and the sound bar on the C6
works like a charm. The sound is sharp and clean,
no matter what you are playing. From the loudest
car crashes to hushed whispers everything sounds
crystal clear. 
Software
The OS on the C6 is an Android and it comes

with the Play store, Netflix and YouTube prein-
stalled. Plus with super smooth connectivity and no
lags, you can enjoy your favourite online shows and
games on the C6 right off  the bat. 
Pricing
The C6 comes in three sizes the 49-inch, 55-inch

and 65-inch which are priced as follows:
49-inch Rs. 102,900
55-inch Rs. 124,900
65-inch Rs. 179,900
Now considering this is a flagship Smart UHD

TV, the prices are quite reasonable.
Conclusion
So, all said, the C6 is a fantastic TV, with top of

the line specifications across the board attached to a
very reasonable price tag. Would we recommend it?
YES! The C6 gets two thumbs up. n

TCL C6: An incredible
budget TV with premium
performance
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Islamabad: Jazz, Pakistan’s
leading digital communications
company, has partnered with
Sehat Kahani, an enterprise
working across market seg-
ments to create quality health-
care and increase its efficiency.
Under this partnership, Jaz-
zCash, the country’s fastest
growing mobile financial serv-
ices provider, is to be integrated
into the Sehat Kahani App
where users will be able to pay
for various Sehat Kahani Serv-
ices – including consultancy
with a Sehat Kahani Doctor –
through JazzCash.
In this day and age, Pak-

istan is still in dire need of
proper health services as many
people still cannot get access to
proper care at hospitals, espe-
cially in marginalized societies.
Sehat Kahani provides low in-
come, middle, as well as high-

income population with vari-
ous E-Health solutions utiliz-
ing technology. For
low-income communities, they
create telemedicine E-Hubs
that connect users to qualified,
online doctors with nurses act-
ing as intermediaries in various
communities and for the mid-
dle and upper-income markets,
they have a mobile and web-

based telemedicine solution
providing access to corporate
consumers.
Aamer Ejaz, Chief  Digital

Officer at Jazz said, “At Jazz,
we are always trying to revolu-
tionize our products and pro-
vide better services to the
people of  Pakistan. We’re ex-
cited to partner up with Sehat
Kahani as it gives us a chance

to provide our customers with
better healthcare through a
touch of  a button. This part-
nership is a step towards a bet-
ter, healthier Pakistan where
each person, no matter what
background he or she is from,
can get access to health educa-
tion and consultations from
doctors, anywhere.”
Dr. Sara Saeed Khurram &

Dr. Iffat Zafar Aga, CEO and
COO respectively, at SehatKa-
hani said, “Smart Nations in-
vest in women’s empowerment,
financial inclusion and right to
healthcare. Jazz and Sehat Ka-
hani are stepping into a digital
collaboration to revolutionize
healthcare by providing tele-
health services to all Jazz cus-
tomers with a vision to create a
healthier Pakistan using tech-
nology and innovation”.
Jazz is also providing subsi-

dized data rates to Sehat Ka-
hani at their 22 E-Hubs all
across Pakistan including Pun-
jab, Sindh and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. These E-Hubs
provide, as well as promote
health-related issues and have
impacted nearly 900,000 lives
through its online consultations
and services. The Sehat Kahani
Mobile App provides its sub-
scribers with tele-doctor con-
sultations via SMS and other
digital means. 
Sehat Kahani was selected

in February 2018 by GSMA
Ecosys tem Accelerator Program
for a grant through Innovation
Fund. The App also provides
virtual Out Patient Department
services (OPD) to its employees
who can’t get access to regular
OPD services.  The OPD serv-
ices have covered more than
1000 employees so far..n
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Jazz partners with Sehat Kahani to digitize
medical consultations 

 

Lahore: TCL, one of  the
world’s top three TV brands,
has announced that they have
once again signed on to be-
come one of  the sponsors of
Peshawar Zalmi for the 2019
season of  Pakistan Super
League (PSL).
As a leader in the TV in-

dustry, TCL has been provid-
ing customers in Pakistan
with advanced, innovative
technology at very affordable
prices aimed at creating an
immersive viewing experience
in the comfort of  their homes.
Peshawar Zalmi is the

biggest PSL franchise in terms
of  brand value, Champions of
PSL 2 and Runners Up of
PSL 3. The franchise is seen
actively promoting sports in
Pakistan. Peshawar Zalmi,
which means youth in Pashto,
have made great efforts to de-

velop the youth of  the nation
by providing them with op-
portunities to showcase their
talents.

Speaking about the con-
tract renewal, Sunny Yang,
GM TCL Pakistan stated
that, “We are really excited to
continue our sponsorship
with Peshawar Zalmi. As a
brand focused on the sports
promotion around the world,
TCL already has a global
icon, Neymar Jr. as our
Global Brand Ambassador.
And with Peshawar Zalmi,
Pakistan’s biggest sports en-
tity, we will be able to really
bring this aspect of  our brand
to the forefront here in Pak-
istan, as well.”
Majid Niazi, Marketing

Manager TCL added, “Our
initial collaboration with Pe-
shawar Zalmi, last year was
a very positive experience for
our brand and a great oppor-
tunity to delve into sports
marketing and so this year

we are nowexpanding our
partnership on to a much
larger scale. As a brand we
are highly invested in sports
marketing and with Pe-
shawar Zalmi being the
biggest sports entity in the
country, you can really look
forward to some very excit-
ing new things from our part-
nership.”
Javed Afridi, Chair-

man Peshawar Zalmi in
his statement said that
“We are delighted to have
TCL once again as our
partner and look forward
to taking this partnership
to great new heights this
season. Our aim has al-
ways been to provide our
sponsors the best mileage
for their brand and create
a prominent position for
them on all fronts.”

TCL will also be offer-
ing special promotions on
its LED TV products dur-
ing the upcoming PSL
tournament. A percentage
of  these earnings will be
donated to the Zalmi
Foundation for their char-
itable drives and other
similar activities that are
carried out across Pak-
istan.
TCL is one of  the lead-

ing players in the Global
Consumer Electronics in-
dustry with a global pres-
ence in over 150 countries.
TCL has emerged as one
of  the Top 3 Leading LED
TV Brands in Pakistan in
2017 with a particular
focus in High-End 4K
UHD and Big Size TVs, in
which it has a significant
market share.n      

TCL joins hands with Peshawar Zalmi for PSL 2019

Karachi: Pakistan Telecom-
munication Company Limited
(PTCL) has signed an agree-
ment for PKR 4 Billion Unse-
cured Subordinated Debt
Facility (Tier 2 capital) with U
Microfinance Bank (U Bank),
which is a wholly owned sub-
sidiary of  PTCL. This capital
injection will enable the bank to
further capitalize on the growth
opportunities possible in Pak-
istan’s microfinance sector.
In the constantly changing

competitive landscape, this Tier
2 facility will enable U Bank to
expand its current customer
reach for serving the under-
served population. U Microfi-

nance Bank plans to utilize
these funds in its business oper-
ations and expansion plans.
Serving its customers through
disruptive innovation and digi-
tization, the bank will focus on
achieving its growth targets.
Not only will it enable the

bank to utilize additional capi-
tal with flexibility as it grows,

the debt amount will also con-
tribute towards U Bank’s Sup-
plementary/ Tier 2 Capital for
Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR)
as per the guidelines for Micro-
finance banks that are set out by
State Bank of  Pakistan (SBP). 
On the occasion, Dr. Daniel

Ritz, President &CEO PTCL,
and Chairman U Microfinance
Bank, said, “Seeing the poten-
tial in U Microfinance Bank’s
ability to further expand and
grow, PTCL has taken the deci-
sion to further inject Tier II cap-
ital into the bank. This is in line
with PTCL’s commitment to
support Pakistan and its econ-
omy as a whole.”

Expressing his views, U Mi-
crofinance Bank’s President &
CEO, Kabeer Naqvi, said, “U
Microfinance Bank has been
successfully enabling under-
served Pakistanis and has been
positively contributing towards
poverty alleviation and eco-
nomic empowerment. This Tier
2 injection is a testament to our
sponsor’s confidence in our
ability to deliver positive results.
It also reiterates PTCL’s com-
mitment towards contributing
to the economic uplift & en-
ablement of  Pakistan.”
Currently, U Microfinance

Bank serves more than 850,000
customers, where 22% of  the

served customers are women.
By the end of  2018, U Bank’s
deposit portfolio grew from
PKR 11.97 billion to PKR 19.0
billion, while the loan portfolio
grew from PKR 10.6 billion to
PKR 17.0 Billion. Most signifi-
cantly, the number of  employ-
ees increased from to 1,321 to
1,980, where 9% of  the total
work force comprises of
women.
PTCL & U Microfinance

Bank are at the forefront of
fighting poverty in Pakistan and
will continue to play their role
in improving the economic sit-
uation of  the people of  Pak-
istan.n

PTCL injects Rs 4 billion in U Microfinance Bank for growth
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Islamabad: Telenor Pak-
istan has joined hands with
the nation’s favorite retail
chain CSD for placement of
its state-of-the-art Digital Self-

Service Booths across CSD
stores nationwide. 
The contract was signed

during a ceremony held at Te-
lenor campus ‘345’ in Islam-
abad which was attended by
senior officials of both entities,
including Bilal Kazmi, Chief
Marketing Officer, Telenor Pak-
istan and Maj-Gen Muham-
mad Tahir (Retd), Managing

Director, CSD. Both officials
were positive that the service
will prove to be beneficial for
mutual customers.
Over the last sixty years,

CSD has evolved into a major
player in the wholesale and retail
merchandising business with
more than 100 retail outlets all
over Pakistan. The presence of
Telenor’s Digital Self-Service
Booths will save CSD customers
the hassle of going out of the
store to have their communica-
tions and financial services
needs met.n

Telenor to install digital self-service
booths across CSD stores

Lahore: Emirates cele-
brated an important fleet mile-
stone with the delivery of  the
final Boeing 777-300ER air-
craft on its order books. A6-
EQP is the 190th Boeing 777
aircraft to be delivered to Emi-
rates, the world’s largest opera-
tor of  Boeing 777 aircraft and
also the only airline in the
world to have operated all the
six variants of  the Boeing 777
family. One of  out every eight
777 aircraft ever manufactured
by Boeing has been delivered
to Emirates. Emirates will also
be one of  the first airlines in
the world to fly the two next
generation models- the Boeing
777-8 and 777-9.n

Emirates sets
records with latest
Boeing 777 delivery

Lahore: Honor has
launched the one of  the
world's first commercially
available smartphone which
gets an actual hole in the dis-
play screen. The smartphone
was launched at Honor's event
held in Hong Kong. The Chi-
nese smartphone maker re-
vealed the specs of  the V20 at
the event as well. The smart-
phone gets and All-View Dis-
play, 48 MP rear camera, Kirin
980 SoC and Link Turbo
which Honor says is new for its
upcoming range of  flagship
smartphones.n

Honor V20 launched
with punch-hole
selfie camera

Karachi: In a recent develop-
ment in digital payments land-
scape, TCS has collaborated
with 1LINK to introduce the
service of  collecting bill pay-
ments at their 900+ TCS Express
Centers and at the doorsteps of
their customers. The signing cer-
emony was held at 1LINK head
office in Karachi.
As per the agreement be-

tween TCS and 1LINK, TCS
will be assuming the role of bill
initiator whereas 1LINK will be
leveraging its bill payment serv-
ice. With the arrangement in
place, now customers will have
increased access points of paying
their bills. 

The two options of bill pay-
ment include: over the counter
payments by walk-in customers
at any of the 900+ TCS Express
Centers or via TCS delivery
agents, who are equipped with
hand-held devices that may be
used to accept payments at the

doorsteps of customers. 
Speaking on the occasion,

Salman Akram, CEO TCS, said
“We are pleased to collaborate
with 1LINK in offering a cus-
tomized, state-of-the-art bill pay-
ment option to our consumers.
Our focus remains on the mod-

ern-day needs of  our people as
we continue to expand our re-
sources to devise pragmatic, re-
liable and timely solutions that
are on par with global trends.”
Najeeb Agrawalla, CEO

1LINK said “1LINK is proud
to partner with TCS in intro-
ducing an innovative method
of  paying bills which is cus-
tomer centric and will bring
significant convenience to the
consumers. It is encouraging
to see non-banking players
playing an active role in digital
payments sphere and offer
value added services whilst
utilizing their existing infra-
structure.” n

TCS and 1LINK collaborate for
biller initiator model

Islamabad: This year’s
much anticipated online travel
series, ‘Eva Travels Pakistan
with Jazz’, has streamed five
episodes already amidst much
fanfare. The idea behind
Jazz’s inception of  the travel
series was to make foreigners
understand the culture, cus-
toms and traditions of  Pak-
istan by exploring and
highlighting various hidden
parts of  Sindh and Balochis-
tan that many outsiders, as
well as Pakistanis, are un-
aware of.
So far, the travel series has

highlighted exotic and flavorful
street food in Karachi, the
Makran Coastal Highway and
the beautiful and endless
beaches in Gwadar, KundMalir
being one of them – which was
ranked among the top 50
beaches across Asia. 
Kazim Mujtaba, Head of

Marketing at Jazz, emphasized

on how the Telco is making a
positive impact through this se-
ries by saying, “At Jazz, our
tagline is, “Dunya ko Bataa
Do” which aligns perfectly with
the need for such a show. This
digital travel series is the perfect
way to do that. I cannot stress
the importance of spreading a
positive image of  Pakistan to
the rest of the world and this se-
ries is helping us do just that.”
He continued, “We here at

Jazz have received such a posi-
tive response from the audience
regarding the series. Our expec-
tations truly have been met. It
was indeed a great collabora-
tion between Jazz and Eva and
seeing such a positive response
from viewers has boosted our
morale even further. We have
always supported young and
emerging talent in efforts to
promote the country and will
continue to do so in the future,
as well.” n

Jazz, Eva continue their journey



Islamabad: Jazz’s parent
company, VEON Ltd., a lead-
ing global provider of  connec-
tivity and internet services has

announced the appointment of
Ursula Burns as Chairman and
CEO, effective immediately. 
Burns has served as Chair-

man of  the VEON Board of
Directors since July 2017 and
as Executive Chairman since
March 2018.
"Ursula brings with her the

global best practices that can

guide emerging markets like
Pakistan get to the next level
of  growth and innovation. We
are very excited about her
continued involvement in our
strategy and digitalization as-
pirations for the country," said
Aamir Ibrahim, CEO of  Jazz.
Burns said: “I am honored

to be appointed Chairman and
CEO of VEON. The company
operates in a diverse group of
markets, with growing popula-
tions and rapidly increasing
smartphone ownership. This
clearly presents a host of
growth opportunities for
VEON as we seek to build on
the positive momentum that we
are seeing across the business. I
look forward to continuing to
lead VEON towards more
success and increased share-
holder value.”n
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Jazz’s parent company appoints
Ursula Burns as Chairman and CEO

Peshawar: Telenor Veloc-
ity’s Duck Stories reached Pe-
shawar as the region is
producing phenomenal entre-
preneurs. The event was at-
tended by industry
representatives and budding
entrepreneurs from Peshawar
and neighboring areas like
Swat. 
DuckStories is a series of

regular events where accom-
plished entrepreneurs and pro-
fessionalsshare their career
mistakes and failures with the
audience. They share in-
stances from their lives where
they had to ‘duck’, get back on
feet and tread again towards
thei r goals. The prime objec-
tive of  the program is to erad-
icate the fear of  failure and
foster experimentation to
strengthen the country’s

startup landscape.  The speak-
ers for Peshawar chapter in-
cluded Nabeel Qadeer, by the
man behind “Idea Caroron
Ka” and Muhammad Mustafa

who shared his learning from
his startup Mouqa Online.
They narrated life changing
events from their experiences
and the professional decisions

they had to make, which at
times proved to be failure but
in retrospect paved way to bet-
ter prospects. 
DuckStories have a character-

istic fun element to them which
make the whole event both amus-
ing and enlightening. This episode
was no different where the speakers
shared both laughs and sighs as
theyrecollected their lifelong strug-
gles. 
“There is always more to learn

from failures and mistakes than
successes,” said Sardar Abubakr,
Chief Digital and Strategy Officer,
Telenor Pakistan. “Working
closely with entrepreneurs, we at
Telenor Velocity believe that it is
crucial for them to have exposure
to journeys of invaluable learning
experiences from ‘now’ successful
startups. Through fascinating sto-
ries of struggle, failure and renewed
ambitions, DuckStories aims to
bring hope to those who continue
to struggle with achieving
their ambitions and help make
educated decisions.”n

Telenor Velocity brings ‘DuckStories’ to Peshawar

Karachi: Pakistan
Telecommunication Com-
pany Limited (PTCL) has up-

graded Hayatabad, GT Road,
Khyber & City exchanges in
Peshawar under its Network
Transformation Project.
Under the Network

Transformation Project, 100
major exchanges are being

upgraded across the country.
Currently, 53 exchanges have
been transformed in 12 cities

   including Faisalabad, Gu-
jranwala, Hyderabad, Islam-
abad, Karachi, Kharian,
Lahore, Multan, Peshawar,
Quetta, Rawalpindi and
Sialkot.
On this occasion, Badarul

Zaman, Regional General
Manager, Peshawar, PTCL
said, “With the upgradation of
these exchanges in Peshawar,
our customers can now experi-
ence high speed unlimited in-
ternet and seamless broadband
connectivity in these areas.
This transformation has al-
ready started to show great re-
sults and it has considerably
reduced customer complaints.”
In transformed exchanges,

the customers can now avail
unlimited internet with speeds
including 10, 20, 50, 100 mbps,
along with free PTCL calls, un-
limited downloads, free PTCL
Smart TV and Smart TV App,
unlimited iflix access for 1-year
and free Wi-Fi router.
PTCL is focused on the

execution of  the transforma-
tion project across Pakistan
in order for customers to have
a truly digital lifestyle.n

PTCL upgrades exchanges in Peshawar
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Amir Azeem Bajwa
appointed as new
Chairman PTA
The federal cabinet has ap-

pointed Major-Gen (Retd)
Amir Azeem Bajwa as the new
Chairman Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority (PTA).
Bajwa has been appointed

for a first term of  four years
which is extendable for a sec-
ond one of  another four years.
The federal cabinet ap-

proved the appointment of
Major-Gen (Retd) Bajwa —
former Director General Spe-
cial Communication Organi-
zation (SCO) as Member
Technical. As witnessed in the
past, Member Technical was
appointed as the chairman.
The federal cabinet met

with Prime Minister Imran
Khan in the chair. The body
considered a summary of  the
Cabinet Division for the ap-
pointment of  chairman PTA
from a list of  three members.n

Lahore: Pakistan: PepsiCo
Pakistan and the United Na-
tions Development Pro-
gramme in Pakistan (UNDP)
signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) in Islam-
abad today. Krista Pilot,
PepsiCo Vice President Corpo-
rate Affairs for Asia, Middle
East and North Africa
(AMENA) and Ignacio Ar-
taza, UNDP Country Director,
signed the MoU, which pro-
vides a framework of coopera-
tion and facilitate and
strengthen collaboration be-
tween the two to assist young
people into the workforce.
As highlighted by UNDP

Pakistan’s National Human
Development Report, more
than 29% of country’s popula-
tion consists of  young people
between the ages of  15-29
years, who live in an environ-
ment of multidimensional and
intersectional vulnerabilities to
these challenges. Pakistan’s
‘youth bulge’ offers unique op-
portunities for the country’s so-
cial and economic uplift.
Both UNDP Pakistan and

PepsiCo have programmes
aimed at harnessing the latent
potential that this youth bulge
presents.  UNDP’s ‘Kamyab
Jawan Pakistan or the Youth
Empowerment Programme
(YEP) aims at creating oppor-

tunities for knowledge, skills
and leadership development;
active citizen and policy en-
gagement; and economic em-
powerment while creating
alternative and constructive
narratives, pathways and op-
portunities that interest, influ-
ence and drive youth and other
key stakeholders, including
PepsiCo to further the Agenda
2030.
As one of  Pakistan’s lead-

ing food and beverage compa-

nies, PepsiCo has been part of
the nation’s business commu-
nity for over 50 years. Together
with its franchised bottling
partners and distributors, the
company creates more than
60,000 direct and indirect em-
ployment opportunities for
Pakistani citizens, and further
supports rural economies by
maintaining local supply
chains for products such as
Lay’s and Kurkure.
PepsiCo Pakistan recog-

nizes the need to support the
country’s growing young pop-
ulation as they come into the
workforce. The partnership
with UNDP aims to facilitate
opportunities for young people
to develop desirable job skills,
such as communication, team-
work, time-management and
leadership, to increase their po-
tential for successful employ-
ment. PepsiCo will work with
UNDP to ensure program par-
ticipants will include youth
from the areas of  Punjab,
Sindh and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.
PepsiCo’s initial investment

will enable the Amal Academy,
a Lahore-based NGO, to con-
duct a pilot skills development
program with 1,000 young
adults from these priority
provinces in 2019. The pro-
gram will be facilitated at local
university campuses through
weekend classes run over a
three-month period.  Following
the learnings from the pilot, the
aim is to scale the program to
include up to 50,000 young
adults over five to ten years.
Since 2013, Amal Academy
has successfully trained univer-
sity students in soft skills that
are highly sought-after by in-
dustry experts.
“Through our partnership

with UNDP, PepsiCo is proud
to be taking actions that will
help to fulfil the great poten-
tial we see in Pakistan’s young
people,” said Pilot. “Support-
ing youth, who account for
over 60% of  Pakistan’s popu-
lation, is in PepsiCo’s DNA
and builds on our history of
supporting young people’s
ambitions in cricket and
music.”n

PepsiCo, UNDP sign MoU to assist
young people into the workforce
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Lahore: The Pakistan
Cricket Board announced the
consortium of  Blitz Advertis-
ing (Pvt) Ltd and Techfront as
its broadcast and live-stream-
ing partner for the star-studded
HBL Pakistan Super League
from 2019 to 2021 for Pakistan
& globally, respectively.
The new agreement is 358

per cent more than the previ-
ous three years of  one of  the
most competitive and well-or-
ganised tournaments on the
planet.
The new rights cycle re-

news a time-tested partnership
between Pakistan Cricket
Board, Blitz Advertising (Pvt.)

Ltd. and Techfront.
Blitz Advertising is part of

Pakistan’s largest full service
communications group with
nationwide presence and rep-
resents Publicis Media, the
world’s premier media man-
agement group in Pakistan.
Techfront, a UAE-based af-

filiate of  Global Sports Com-
merce (GSC), is one of  the
largest sports technology and
management companies pro-
viding dynamic solutions and
commercial management to
leading sports stakeholders.
“I would like to congratu-

late and thank Blitz Advertis-
ing and Techfront for

partnering with us once again.
This is a time-tested partner-
ship and our joint objective, for
the next three years, is to en-
sure that HBL PSL continues
to grow in terms of  fan en-
gagement.” Mr Ehsan Mani,
Chairman of  the PCB, said.
Mr Ahsen Idris, CEO of

Blitz Advertising, said: “Blitz
Advertising has had three
wonderful years with HBL
PSL and this new three-year
partnership is a win achieved
with a six.
Mr M.S Muralidharan,

Managing Director of  Tech-
front, said: “We have been in-
volved with HBL PSL since its

very first season in various ca-
pacities. We are glad to have
procured the global broadcast
and live-streaming rights for
HBL PSL rom 2019-2021.
HBL PSL returns to ac-

tion with a glittering opening
ceremony in Dubai followed
by the opening game between
Islamabad United and La-
hore Qalandars on February
14, 2019. For the first time in
the short history of  this tour-
nament, eight matches at the
backend of  the tournament
with Lahore staging three
and Karachi hosting five, in-
cluding the March 17, 2019
final. n

PCB hits a 6 on HBL PSL broadcast and live-streaming rights

Fauji Foods signs
MoU with University of
Agriculture Faisalabad 

Faisalabad: Fauji Foods Ltd
and NIFSAT (National Insti-
tute of  Food Science & Tech-
nology) – University of
Agriculture Faisalabad, signed
the Memorandum of  Under-
standing (MOU) on coopera-
tion under the Academia
Endowment Program, amidst a
special signing ceremony or-
ganized at the University of
Agriculture Faisalabad on Jan-
uary 10th, 2019. The MoU was
signed by Brig. Zahid Nawaz
Mann, SI (M), (Retd) Company
Secretary, Fauji Foods Ltd and
by Professor Dr. Zafar Iqbal,
Vice Chancellor UAF.n

Cargill to grow Pakistan
business with US$200 million
investment 
Islamabad: Cargill renewed

its long standing commitment
to Pakistan by announcing
plans to invest more than
US$200 million in the next
three-to-five years. The an-
nouncement was made in the
meeting when Cargill’s global

executive team, led by Marcel
Smits, head of Global Strategy
and Chairman, Cargill Asia Pa-
cific region, and Gert-Jan van

den Akker, president, Cargill
Agricultural Supply Chain, met
with the Prime Minister of Pak-
istan, Imran Khanand other
senior government officials to
discuss the company’s future in-
vestment plans.

Being a global food and
agriculture producer with a
strong focus on Asia, Cargill
aims to partner in Pakistan’s
growth by bringing its global ex-
pertise and investment into the
country. The company’s strat-
egy includes expansion across
its agricultural trading and sup-
ply chain, edible oils, dairy,
meat and animal feed busi-
nesses while ensuring safety and
food traceability. Cargill will
bring world class innovations to
support the flourishing dairy in-
dustry in Pakistan, which is al-
ready moving toward
modernization, as well as the
rising demand for edible oils
backed by evolving consump-
tion patterns and a growing
market for animal feed driven
by sustained progress made by

the poultry industry in Pakistan.
Cargill’s proposed investments
will support Pakistan’s overall
economic development and
contribute to local employment. 
“Having been in Pakistan

for more than 30 years, Cargill
is happy to demonstrate our
commitment to the country’s fu-
ture through investment in our
business and communities here.
Finalizing one of  our first in-
vestments in the agricultural
supply chain in Pakistan is our
top priority. We have received a
very positive response from the
Pakistani government and we
value their support as we ex-
pand our presence here, helping
industries, farmers and commu-
nities succeed,” said Imran Nas-
rullah, country head, Cargill
Pakistan.n

Cargill to grow Pakistan business with $200m investment 

Adamjee & Ghand-
hara sign MoU

Karachi: Management of
Adamjee Insurance and
Ghandhara Industries inked
the MOU of  Isuzuinsurance
Program. The ceremony was
held at Karachi head office of
Adamjee Insurance.
Tameez-ul-Haque –Com-

pany Secretary, Adamjee In-
suranceand Imran Rashied–
General Manager Marketing &
Sales from Ghandhara Indus-
tries signed the agreement. n



Karachi: Philip Morris
(Pakistan) Limited
(PMPKL), an affiliate of
Philip Morris International
(PMI), announced that it
has successfully obtained
the Equal Salary certifica-
tion from Equal-Salary
Foundation, an independ-
ent, non-profit organiza-
tion.
“PMPKL is the first or-

ganization in Pakistan to
achieve the equal salary
certification. Our success
as a company depends on a
talented and diverse work-
force – where individuals
enjoy opportunities to
learn, grow and prosper in
their career. This means
providing fair and equal re-
muneration for men and
women for equivalent
work, and at PMPKL our
values and principles call
for nothing less. According

to the ILO Gender Wage
Report 2018/19, in Pakistan,
where the gender pay gap is
36.3%, wage parity repre-
sents a crucial step on the
road to gender parity.
PMPKL’s achievement as
the first Equal-Salary certi-
fied company in Pakistan

makes us an employer of
choice committed to equality
and to fostering an inclusive
and dynamic workforce."
said C. David Escarda, Di-
rector People and Culture at
Philip Morris (Pakistan)
Limited.n
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Philip Morris Pakistan obtains
Equal Salary Certification

Karachi: Eighteen, – a
world class lifestyle destina-
tion development, is all set to
further expand its outreach
within the real estate business
sector of  Pakistan, by holding
the name and Titanium Spon-
sorship in Zameen Expo
Karachi 2019, which took
place at Karachi Expo Centre
from January the 12th and
13th , 2019. The decision to
showcase was preceded by the
immense success Eighteen
achieved, at last year’s prop-
erty show in Karachi.
Following a rousing recep-

tion from buyers and investors
across Pakistan, Eighteen
showcased its US$ 2 billion
project at Expo Karachi. A
joint venture of  Egypt-based
Ora Developers and Saif
Group and Kohistan Builders
(KBD) in Pakistan, Eighteen

exhibited its complete product
line, including luxurious villas,
beautiful apartment com-
plexes, a retail hub, business
complex and an overall insight
on the master plan of  the proj-
ect.

Ali Abdel Ghaffar,
CCO Eighteen said, “We
are extremely delighted to
be here in the business hub
of  Pakistan, and feel privi-
leged to exhibit at Zameen

Expo 2019 which is un-
doubtedly one of  the
largest real estate exhibi-
tions in Pakistan. It gives
us great honor to present
Eighteen to the highly en-

thusiastic consumers of
Karachi and are eagerly
looking forward to meet
these potential clients and
investors.”
The Zameen Property

Expo Karachi which boasts
exhibitors from around the
world was held at the Expo
Centre, Karachi from Janu-
ary 12-13, 2019. 
Zameen.com CEO Zee-

shan Ali Khan said Za-
meen Expos would also be
held in Lahore, Islamabad,
and Peshawar this year. He
also announced that the
third edition of  Pakistan
Property Show Dubai
would be held in Septem-
ber 2019 and thanked
everyone for their part in
Zameen Expo 2019 –
Karachi.n

‘Eighteen’ showcases its premium products at
Real Estate Expo 2019

Islamabad: As part of  its
objective of  creating a digital
ecosystem in Pakistan, Te-
lenor Pakistan has introduced
three new and affordable mo-
bile handsets to its 4G devices
portfolio under the brand
name of  Infinity.
As the foremost digital serv-

ices provider in the country Te-
lenor Pakistan has built a strong
devices portfolio which includes
handsets, mifi/wifi dongles &
wearables (IOT). These have
helped the company beef up the
internet ecosystem and facilitate
4G uptake within the country.
With more than 13 million mo-
bile broadband subscribers na-
tionwide, Telenor Pakistan
continues to maintain its growth
in terms of data subscribers. The
new addition to the company’s
diverse device portfolio, which
comprises of a range of afford-
able 4G-enabledsmart phone-
sandhigh-end smart phones, will

help Telenor Pakistan reach out
to a larger customer base thus
making mobile internet accessi-
ble to the masses. 
Speaking on the occasion,

Bilal Kazmi, Chief Marketing

Officer at Telenor Pakistan said:
"Ever since we began operations
within Pakistan, we have contin-
uously made an effort to  em-
power society and have thus
taken palpable measures to
achieve our goal of ensuring
greater digital inclusion. While
we expand our network outreach
andconnect the unconnected, we
make sure to develop the tools
necessary for our customers to
get the best of our services. That
is the reason why we have main-

tained our own devices portfolio
whichis updated regularly so that
more and more people are able
to leverage the power of 4G." 
Telenor Pakistan customers

will be able to benefit from a spe-
cial offer with the purchase of the
new handsets. The customer
offer includes a free Easycard
worth Rs.350 which will allow
the customer to enjoy 500MB of
free internet, 500 free SMS to all
networks, 500 free on-net min-
utes and 50 free off-net minutes
for one month.
All handsets come with a

12-month long Telenor war-
ranty. Business Partner Yel-
lostone will be the sole
distributor of  the new hand-
set series and will ensure
that the handsets are made
available across the country
via conventional mobile re-
tailers. Infinity A4 will also
be exclusively launched
through Daraz.pk.  n

Telenor Pakistan adds three new 4G hand-
sets to devices portfolio

Lahore: When we consider
the presence of  mobile phone
we could say that; these days it
is no more a luxury and rather a
necessity. However, not every-
one could have hands on this
necessity especially when con-
sidering the high-end brands. 
Therefore to cater the peo-

ple with a low budget TECNO
mobile has come up with all the
best features which offer exten-
sive functionality in a pretty low
price being changed. 
Ultimate Features – Im-

proved Connectivity
Pop 1 Pro has been packed

with all kinds of  outclass fea-
tures to be provided and this
may include the most perfect re-

sult oriented camera, speedy
processor and all those func-
tions that make connectivity a
piece of  cake for you. 
It has 16 GB internal mem-

ory and the Quad Processor is
a cherry on the top which adds
on to the speed of  the mobile
phone. On the other hand you
may make the best use of  its
camera in any of  your event
and occasions no matter what
kind of  lightening is present, all
you get out of  this mobile is a
13MP camera with the rear
view and 5MP front camera. 

Pop 1 Pro is also packed
with the Bluetooth and Wi-Fi
connectivity which proves you
the chance to stay social from
any corner of  the world. The
curved edge is a feature present
on the mobile phone which is
these days only present in the
most expensive mobile brands.
TECNO Mobile has been

doing a great job in making the
low budget phones allowing
people to make the best use of
the latest innovations. Pop 1
Pro is available just as low as
Rs. 11,999/-n

Low on budget: TECNO Pop 1 Pro shall be your choice!
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