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Editor’s 
Note

December 2019

It is the first time that India has incorporated religious 
criteria into its naturalisation or refugee policies. The NRC has 
been implemented in the north-eastern state of Assam, where 
almost 1.9m people were stripped of citizenship, many of them 
Hindus. The new law would allow them to claim citizenship, 
but not Muslims, who are unlikely to find asylum in 
neighbouring countries. New Delhi has started constructing 
detention centres in Assam, sparking panic among Muslims 
who worry they do not have the necessary documents to prove 
citizenship. The beginning of December to implement the 
register by 2024 and to “throw out all the infiltrators” — coded 
language for illegal Muslim immigrants. 

The Muslims, the large numbers of NGOs and students 
across the India started agitation against the unlawful law and 
more than 25 people have been killed amid protests against 
CAA. Modi government passed a controversial citizenship law, 
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA). Progressive sections in 
India have called this law as divisive and fascist. People doing 
protests against CAA and police brutality were also held in 
many countries across the world. We take a look at these 
global protests in solidarity with the struggle in India against 
attempts by the government to “divide the country on the basis 
of religion”. 

This law is linked to the National Register of Citizens (NRC), 
an exercise where every Indian citizen will be asked to prove 
his/her citizenship. Now if Hindu, Christian, Sikh, Parsi or Jain 
is not able to prove citizenship, for want of documents, he will 
be granted citizenship automatically as per the law passed by 
the parliament. But if a Muslim is not able to prove, he will be 
declared an infiltrator. He will lose the voting right and will not 
be eligible for employment. He will be a second-class citizen. 
The law threatens to make Muslims stateless in their own 
country. Already detention centers are being constructed all 
over the country to lodge such people who will be declared 
doubtful citizens. 

South Asia is facing two major crises in the Kashmir and 
Rohingya issue, and the world should also be concerned about 
this Assam issue before it grows as large as a humanitarian 
crisis. Though a number of international organizations, 
including the United Nations, have raised concerns about this 
issue which is not sufficient. 

Divisive 
citizenship law
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Zubair Ahmed Kasuri, (Editor-in-Chief) publisher of FLARE 
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P
akistan Air Force showcased the conceptual 
design of its future stealth aircraft on the tail 
of  the PAF C-130 at the Royal International 
Air Tattoo (RIAT) 2019. The Aviation Re-

search, Indigenization and Development (AvRID) 
Secretariat has finalized the first of the four conceptual 
design stage cycles for the development of  the Pak-
istan Air Force’s Fifth-Generation Fighter Aircraft 
(FGFA) program. 

Indian hue and cry over the project is understand-
able and assumed China has volunteered to help Pak-
istan create a fifth-generation aircraft. It is believed that 
China to some extent would play its part in terms of 
expertise and can cooperate considerably with Pak-
istan to achieve this goal after developing its own J-20 
fighter. The latest fighter will not become a “turnkey 
airplane” for the PAF, which will be provided by Chi-
nese partners. It is precisely about working together to 
create a new generation stealth fighter. Frustrated 
India is also criticizing bitterly about Pakistan-China 
Economic strategic partnership over CPEC mega 
project. 

Project Azm: Fifth Gen Fighter Aircraft 
Pakistan Ministry of Defence Production (MoDP) 

yearbook stated that the AvRID Secretariat has com-
pleted the first cycle of the conceptual design. It stated: 
“The first cycle of  the conceptual design phase has 
been completed. The first configuration that was de-
signed based on the challenging performance require-
ments of  PAF will go through three more cycles 
within the conceptual design using higher fidelity 
analysis tools and codes.” 

The Fifth-Generation Fighter Aircraft (FGFA) is 
the highlight of  the much-anticipated Project Azm, 
which outlines the PAF’s ambition for developing a 
state of  the art aviation industrial base within the 
country. This aviation industrial complex will support 
the defense capabilities of the country, alongside ful-
filling civilian and commercial aviation needs. 

Project Azm was formally initiated by the PAF 
back in July 2017, and its agenda is to develop an 

FGFA, a medium-altitude, and long-endurance 
(MALE), new munitions, unmanned aerial vehicle 
(UAV), and multiple other projects. 

Upon announcing the initiation of Project Azm, 
the then Chief of Air Staff  (CAS) Air Chief Marshal 
(ACM) Sohail Aman had informed that the design 
phase of the Male Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) 
has reached its “final stages”. 

According to the MoDP’s 2017-2018 yearbooks, 
the scheduled deadline for the first flight of the MALE 
UAV was June 2019. The yearbooks of the MoDP are 
intended to reveal projects that are completed during 
a period of  12-18 months before the publication, 
which indicates that the MALE UAV has either flown 
or has been delayed, while the FGFA is well into the 
design phase of the project. 

A recently conducted interview with the Pakistan 
Air Force Chief of Air Staff  (CAS), Air Chief Mar-
shal Mujahid Anwar Khan revealed that he does not 
expect the 5th generation fighter aircraft to make its 
maiden flight for “another decade”. 

The Chief of Air Staff  further added that the cur-
rent Air Staff  Requirements (ASR) for the 5th gener-
ation fighter jet, which include “twin-engine 
single-seater, boasting the likes of  super-cruise and 
laser weapons (directed energy weapons).” 

The FGFA is expected to be designed as a 

medium-to-heavyweight, high-performance fighter 
aircraft with a clean-sheet jet. The new design config-
uration reveals that the PAF intends to design a fighter 
aircraft that is equipped to carry heavier payloads and 
boosts a greater range than the JF-17. 

Analysts believe that the PAF intends to design a 
platform that is optimized for offensive counter-air 
(OCA), maritime, and deep-strike platforms, making 
it next-in line of the F-16A/B Block 15s and the Mi-
rage III/5. 

Defense analyst Shahid Raza observed, “If my cal-
culations are correct, the aircraft we’ll see being de-
veloped under Project Azm 2030 will be a clean sheet 
design, built around a SINGLE advanced derivative 
of  the WS-15 class engine. It’ll have low observable 
characteristics and PAF defined specifications.” 

JF-17 Thunder Block III 
The Pakistan Air Force showcased its lightweight 

JF-17 Thunder fighter aircraft, which Pakistan began 
constructing ten years ago in collaboration with 
China. The PAF announced its plans to procure 
around fifty of the JF-17 Thunder’s improved Block 
III variant by 2024. 

The aircrafts are being constructed with a 58/42 
percent split, as the airframes are being jointly manu-
factured by China and Pakistan. The PAF also an-
nounced its decision to procure 26 two-seat JF-17Bs 
with additional fuel storage in a dorsal fin and im-
proved training application for potential strike mis-
sions. 

A report by National Interest stated that the new 
Block III is expected to cost around $32 million each. 
The new version boosts a helmet-mounted display sys-
tem that is designed to allow enhanced flexibility in 
the targeting of short-range missiles in close dogfights. 

The report stated, “The jet intakes are widened to 
improve airflow, and the Russian RD-93 engine may 
eventually be replaced by a Chinese manufactured 
WS-13 turbofan. Additional thrust, combined with 
lightweight composite materials could potentially 
boost the type’s speed and range.” n 
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“Pakistan’s ambitious and visionary Project Azm includes the design and development of 
multiple innovative aviation projects, including the development of the fifth-generation 
fighter aircraft (FGFA), unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV), and other projects”
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Pakistan is developing 5th 
generation fighter jet

AvRID Secretariat has 
finalized the first of the four 

conceptual design stage 
cycles for the development of 

the Pakistan Air Force’s 
Fifth-Generation Fighter 
Aircraft (FGFA) program



T
he past few years 
have seen a 
steady increase in 
foreign tourists 

visiting Pakistan and it 
looks like the trend is set to 
continue as Pakistan 
topped on London-based 
Condé Nast Traveller‘s list 
of best holiday destinations 
for 2020. This is a welcome 
signal for country which 
has viewed an inflow in 
worldwide tourists and 
journey bloggers in current 
times. 

Pakistan is famous for a 
number of things, be it nat-
ural beauty or brave people 
who tackled the menace of 
terrorism with utter 
courage and determina-
tion. Tourist traffic has seen 
a massive increase of 317% 
over the past five years, 
while the number of inter-
national tourists visiting 
Pakistan more than tripled 
between 2013 and 2016. 
Over 1.4 million interna-
tional arrivals by the end of 
2019, according to the 
World Travel and Tourism 
Council, but Pakistan still 
lags behind neighbors in 
the region and was ranked 
the least competitive coun-
try in South Asia this year 
when it comes to travel and 
tourism by the World Eco-
nomic Forum. 

The magazine’s top 
three destinations are Pak-
istan, Plymouth in UK and 
Kyrgyzstan. 

Jonny Bealby, founder 
and CEO of  adventure-
tour operator Wild Fron-
tiers told the magazine that 
a center of  attention on 
protection measures and 
Imran Khan’s efforts to increase international traveller 
numbers are already yielding results. 

The magazine says people should visit Pakistan 
because it is a place of exquisite landscapes. 

“The adventure traveller’s must-visit goes from 
strength to strength,” wrote the World’s best travel 
magazine while highlighting Pakistan’s scenic and 
mesmerizing tourist attractions. 

Outlining the adventure tourism potential in the 
country, the magazine wrote: “Pakistan has more 
peaks taller than 22,965ft than China and Nepal com-
bined, making it an almost magnetic spot for adven-
ture travellers and intrepid hikers.” 

“Visitors can follow in Michael Palin’s steps while 
traversing the 12,250ft Shandur Pass, home to the 
World’s highest Polo field, or meet with the Kalash 
people of  the Hindu Kush, famed for their cowrie-
shell headdresses and brighter-than-bright embroi-
dery,” it noted. The magazine also mentioned the 
recent visit of  Britain’s Duke and Duchess of  Cam-

bridge, Prince William and Kate Middleton, to Pak-
istan and the measures taken by the present govern-
ment for boosting tourism including relaxed visa 
restrictions. The story considered various points to de-
clare Lahore best city to spend holidays. It focused on 

geographical diversity and range of trips the city of-
fers. Magazine applauds eco-tourism policies of new 
government of Pakistan. Furthermore, it also consid-
ered Kyoto, Japan; Rijeka, Croatia; Panama; Rabat, 
Morocco; British Virgin Islands; Frisian Islands, Den-

mark; Qingdao, China; 
Lebanon; Portland, Maine, 
U.S; Dakar, Senegal; Egadi 
Islands, Sicily; Paris, 
France; Siargao, Philip-
pines; Galway, Ireland; 
Kangaroo Island, Aus-
tralia; Salvador, Brazil; Ar-
menia; Kyrgyzstan; 
Plymouth, U.K. as top hol-
iday destinations for 2020. 

Sharing this news on 
the social media, National 
Tourism Coordination 
Board (NTCB) Chairman 
Sayed Zulfikar Abbas 
Bukhari tweeted: “My 
homeland tops the list be-
cause there is no other like 
it. Come…visit and ex-
plore Pakistan.” 

With the recent visit of 
Britain’s Duke and 
Duchess of  Cambridge, 
Prince William and Kate 
Middleton, it seems that 
the inbound tourism in 
Pakistan would continue to 
surge as a London-based 
travel company Wild Fron-
tiers has also listed Pak-
istan among its top travel 
destinations for the year 
2020. 

According to the Pak-
istan Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation 
(PTDC), inbound tourism 
in Pakistan has witnessed a 
marked increase of over 70 
per cent during the year 
2018 as compared to corre-
sponding year, mainly due 
to multiple initiatives, spe-
cially improved security 
situation. 

“The number of  for-
eigners, who visited Pak-
istan in 2018 on tourist 
visa stands at 17,823, 
which was 10,476 in 

2017,” an official source in the PTDC told media. He 
said as many as 60,070 foreign travel enthusiasts vis-
ited tourist attractions in the country during the last 
six years, especially to the mesmerizing places located 
in the northern parts of the country. 

On the other hand, the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa gov-
ernment has approved Rs5 billion for construction of 
roads for new tourist destinations in the province. 

According to Tourism department, a total of  
fourteen roads will be constructed in the first phase. 

In Hazara division, roads will be constructed to 
connect Gunnol, Poprang, Shugaran, and Kora Bin 
to Mandi Siran, Komal Gali and Suhra Road in 
Mahnur Valley. While in Malakand Division, roads 
will be constructed in Anakar, Marghzar, Burj 
Banda, Kafar Banda, Madyan, Bashigram, Erin, 
Darul, Godar Lake and Bahrain. 

Minister for Tourism Atif  Khan has directed the 
concerned authorities to expedite work on these 
projects.  

Visitors can follow in Michael 
Palin’s steps while traversing 

the 12,250ft Shandur Pass, 
home to the World’s highest 

Polo field.

“The recent visit of Britain’s Duke and Duchess of Cam-
bridge, Prince William and Kate Middleton to Pakistan 
and the measures taken by the present government for 
boosting tourism including relaxed visa restrictions”

Pakistan tops list of 
best 2020 holiday 
destinations
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M
oody’s has upgraded Pakistan’s out-
look to stable from negative. The rat-
ing agency has reaffirmed the 
sovereign credit rating at B3. The 

change in outlook is primarily driven by the im-
provement in the balance of  payments status, sup-
ported by policy adjustments and currency 
flexibility. 

Moody’s has also appreciated the government’s 
reforms agenda. In its press release, the rating 
agency highlighted Pakistan’s progress towards 
macroeconomic stabilization with reduced vulnera-
bilities on the external account. It also noted the on-
going fiscal reforms which will help in mitigating 
risks related to debt sustainability and government 
liquidity. 

The rating affirmation reflects Pakistan’s rela-
tively large economy and robust long term growth 
potential, coupled with ongoing institutional en-
hancements that raise policy credibility and effec-
tiveness. 

Pakistan’s outlook was downgraded to “nega-
tive” in June 2018 due to the country’s depreciating 
foreign reserves, which posed “heightened external 
vulnerability risk”.  

“The change in outlook to stable is driven by 
Moody’s expectations that the balance of  payments 
dynamics will continue to improve, supported by 
policy adjustments and currency flexibility. Such de-

velopments reduce external vulnerability risks, al-
though foreign exchange reserve buffers remain low 
and will take time to rebuild,” said Moody’s in a 
statement. 

Prime Minister Imran Khan pledged more good 
news on the economic front very soon. Showering 
praise on his economic team’s performance during 
the federal cabinet meeting, the Prime Minister said 
the team has turned the economy around. “I am 
very satisfied with the team’s performance,” he 
added. 

Imran said provision of  relief  to the common 
man and bringing further economic stability were 
the top priorities of  the government. 

Expressing his satisfaction over the reports of  
leading global credit rating entities and financial in-
stitutions, he said a significant milestone had been 
achieved in the journey towards the economic sta-
bility. 

Acting Assistant Secretary of  State for the Bu-
reau of  South and Central Asian Affairs Alice Wells 
appreciated economic reforms made by the PTI gov-
ernment in an official tweet. 

She lauded the efforts of  Pakistan’s Foreign Min-
istry for reform efforts and IMF programme and 
added that with bold economic reforms, Pakistan 
can boost growth, attract private capital, and expand 
exports. 

Some remained weary as Pakistan made a for-

eign debt repayment of  over $1 billion, shaking up 
the country’s foreign currency reserves on the day 
Moody’s rating agency upgraded Islamabad’s credit 
rating outlook to ‘stable’ from ‘negative’. 

However, a State Bank official added “Yes, the 
reserves may have decreased by over $1 billion at 
this time; however, one cannot say the reserves have 
exactly shrunk by that amount as other transactions 
(foreign inflows and outflows) have to be accounted 
for before figuring out the actual volume of  the 
reserves”.  

Recent data from State Bank of  Pakistan showed 
that things are taking a turn as the country’s trade 
deficit fell by 34 per cent in the first four months of  
the current fiscal year led by a paltry growth in ex-
ports and a double digit decline in imports of  non-
essential products. 

The trade deficit has been on a declining trend 
in the ongoing fiscal year mainly due to govern-
ment’s corrective measures to slow down imports in 
order to reduce pressures on foreign exchange re-
serves and slump in overall demand.  

Alice Wells encouraging comments for Pakistan 
come soon after she came under fire by the Pakistan 
and China for criticizing CPEC.  

In a speech, described as “unusually specific” by 
the international media, the top US diplomat had 
said that CPEC was not an aid to Pakistan but a 
form of  financing that guarantees profits for Chinese 
state-owned enterprises, with little benefits for Is-
lamabad. Wells also emphasized the need for Pak-
istan to know that China was providing loans, not 
grants, as the US. 

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Geng 
Shuang pointed out that Wells’ claims had swiftly 
been refuted by the Chinese ambassador to Pakistan 
as well as top government officials in Islamabad, in-
cluding the foreign minister.  

Advisor on Finance Dr. Abdul Hafeez Shaikh, 
while addressing a news conference along with Min-
ister for Economic Affairs Hammad Azhar and 
Chairman FBR, Shabbar Zaidi in Islamabad said In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF) team during its 
visit reviewed the economic performance and ex-
pressed satisfaction on not only meeting the targets 
but also surpassing these. Consequently, they rec-
ommended their board to release the 500 million 
dollar tranche to Pakistan on immediate basis. 

Dr. Hafeez Shaikh said world renowned rating 
agency Moody’s has upgraded Pakistan’s credit rat-
ing from negative to stable. He said the whole world 
gets the knowledge that the economic reforms 
process in Pakistan is well on track and is being ap-
preciated by international financial institutions. n 
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“The rating agency has reaffirmed the sovereign credit 
rating at B3. The change in outlook is primarily driven by 
the improvement in the balance of payments status, 
supported by policy adjustments and currency flexibility.”
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Moody’s raises 
Pakistan’s outlook 
from negative to stable

Pakistan’s outlook was 
downgraded to “negative” in 

June 2018 due to the 
country’s depreciating 

foreign reserves, which posed 
“heightened external 

vulnerability risk.





T
he Ministry of  Overseas Pakistanis and 
Human Resource Development has as-
sisted over 258,215 Pakistanis to pro-
ceeded Saudi Arabia for prospective job 

opportunities in various sectors during first 10 
months of  the year 2019. 

According to the data compiled by the Bureau 
of  Emigration and Overseas Employment, the man-
power export to Saudi Arabia had registered a 
marked increase of  over 207 percent this year as 
compared to corresponding year of  the last year 
when 84,091 went there.  

However, some 176,947 Pakistanis went to the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) for different jobs, ex-
hibiting a nominal growth of  only 1.7 percent. 

The number of  Pakistani emigrants to Oman 
had also increased by 5.8 percent as 23,998 Pakista-
nis proceeded to the said country during the 10-
month period compared to 22,668 in the 
corresponding period of  2018. 

An official source in the Ministry told news 
agency that Special Assistant to the Prime Minister 
(SAPM) on Overseas Pakistanis and Human Re-
source Development Sayed Zulfikar Bukhari had 
held consultations with relevant authorities in mul-
tiple states to augment the number of  Pakistani 
workforce abroad. 

He said Zulfi Bukhari had formally requested 
Saudi authorities to enhance the Pakistani man-
power in multi-billion dollars’ project of  New Taif  
City of  the Kingdom. 

He said Saudi Arabia had also extended an offer 
for Pakistani manpower’s export through ‘Mu-
saned’- a digital platform launched by the Kingdom 
to facilitate labour recruitment process and ensure 
their rights protection. 

The process would take some months and after 
that the Pakistani workforce would be sent to Saudi 
Arabia through that platform, he added. 

The official said the ministry was also in process 
of  linking up its digital portal with the UAE to set up 
direct link between its intending emigrants and for-
eign employers. 

The initiative would eventually minimize the 
middle-man’s role in recruitment process and help 
the country to train its workforce as per the interna-
tional markets’ demand. 

He said the UAE Ministry of  Human Resources 
and Emiratisation had offered its labour market’s 
database access to Pakistan which would provide 
up-dated information of  job opportunities in the 
Emirates. 

Sharing details of  the recent visit of  Zulfi 
Bukhari to Qatar, he said the SAPM had held a 
fruitful meeting with Qatar’s Minister of  Labor and 
Social Affairs, Yousaf  Mohamed-Al-Othman 
Fakhroo and highlighted the potential of  the Pak-
istani workforce. 

Zulfi Bukhari also urged the Qatari minister to 
expedite the public sector recruitment in the health 
and energy sectors. 

During the meeting, the SAPM also emphasized 
the need for digital connectivity between the two 
ministries, which would make the recruitment 
mechanism more efficient. 

Meanwhile, President Dr. Arif  Alvi said that 
Pakistan greatly valued its relations with the broth-
erly Kingdom of  Saudi Arabia and both countries 
had a shared faith, commonality of  culture, tradi-
tions, values and heritage as well as common posi-
tion on regional and international issues. 

The President was talking to Chairman of  the 
Shura Council of  Saudi Arabia Dr. Abdullah Bin 
Mohammed Bin Ibrahim Al-Sheikh, who along 
with his delegation called on him at the Awan-e-
Sadr.  

The President commended that Saudi Arabia 
had always played a proactive role in the challenges 
faced by Muslim Ummah and urged to highlight the 
conspiracy being hatched against Muslims citizens 
through Indian Citizenship Act. 

The President said that more than 126 days long 
curfew and total media blackout in Indian Occupied 
Jammu & Kashmir at the hands of  fascist BJP Gov-

ernment of  India was a blatant violation of  the fun-
damental right of  the people of  Kashmir.  

The President also expressed his satisfaction at 
ongoing economic and investment cooperation and 
negotiations on Saudi investment in oil refinery and 
mineral sectors. Moreover, he commended the ex-
pected flow of  Saudi investments in Pakistan.  

The investment agreement having worth (US$ 20 
billion) was made by KSA following signing of  
MoUs in the fields of  refinery, mining and renew-

able energy in the first phase and hope it would in-
vest more in the various sectors of  the economy in 
future. 

He further said that we took pride in our 2.3 mil-
lion law-abiding Pakistani diaspora in KSA that had 
contributed to the socio-economic development of  
the Kingdom. He added that our community con-

sidered Saudi Arabia as their second home and 
worked devotedly for the progress and prosperity of  
the Kingdom. 

Prime Minister Imran Khan also highlighted the 
close brotherly relations between Pakistan and Saudi 
Arabia and reaffirmed government's resolve to fur-
ther deepen bilateral cooperation in diverse fields.  

The Prime Minister said the Saudi leadership 
was held in high esteem in Pakistan and the visit of  
the Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman to Pak-
istan was memorable in terms of  further fortifying 
the relations. The Prime Minister lauded the grow-
ing cooperation between the Parliaments of  Pak-
istan and Saudi Arabia. 

The Prime Minister stressed that the World must 
take cognizance of  India’s egregious violations of  
human rights in IOJ&K, make all possible efforts to 
alleviate the sufferings of  Kashmiri people, and fa-
cilitate a peaceful resolution of  Jammu & Kashmir 
dispute in accordance with the UN Security Coun-
cil Resolutions.  

The chairman Shura Council conveyed the greet-
ings and best wishes of  Saudi leadership to the 
Prime Minister.  

He expressed his commitment to continue work-
ing for closer and deeper links between the Parlia-
ments of  the two brotherly countries.  

Dr. Abdullah Mohammad Ibrahim Al Sheikh 
shared concern over the grave situation in IOJ&K 
and reiterated steadfast Saudi support to Pakistan to 
help resolve the Kashmir issue. n 
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“The manpower export to Saudi Arabia had registered a 
marked increase of over 207 percent this year as 
compared to corresponding year of the last year when 
84,091 went there. ”
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Manpower export to 
Arab states increased

However, some 176,947 
Pakistanis went to the United 

Arab Emirates (UAE) for 
different jobs, exhibiting a 

nominal growth of only 
1.7 percent.



P
rime Minister Imran Khan launched the 
‘Digital Pakistan’ campaign. The open-
ing ceremony was held at the PM’s Of-
fice in Islamabad recently. While 

addressing the launch ceremony, PM Khan said 
that Pakistan is regaining its past glory on the 
global stage.  

‘Digital Pakistan’ task has given to Tania 
Aidrus, senior ex-Google employee to fulfill this 
important project. She thanked Jahangir Tareen 
and Prime Minister Imran Khan for giving her the 
opportunity to contribute back to Pakistan and 
everyone else supporting her to make #Digital 
Pakistan vision a reality. 

The government hired the services of  Tania 
Aidrus to head the digitization campaign. Tania 
Aidrus has resigned from her previous position as 
Director, Product, Payments for Next Billion 
Users at Google. Prior to that, she was the Coun-
try Manager for South Asia Emerging Markets at 
Google. 

During her speech at the inauguration of  the 
‘Digital Pakistan’ initiative, Tania recalled how 
she had been contacted by the Prime Minister’s 
team to head the ambitious project. 

“A person I knew told the Prime Minister 
about me and he forwarded an email to his reform 
team to contact me,” she said. “Over the next 
course of  months, I was in contact with Mr. Ja-
hangir Tareen and members of  the federal cabi-
net. I even met the president before I met Prime 
Minister Imran and discussed the project,” she 
said. 

“I spent 20 years outside Pakistan,” she said. 
“I went abroad with a very strong message about 
Pakistan. People say that I am politically con-
nected to some people. That is not the case; I 
don’t have a relationship with anyone in the gov-
ernment. My objective is simple — I just want 
Pakistan to succeed,” she added. 

“Just like you need the road infrastructure in a 
country, Pakistan needs a digital infrastructure,” 
she said. “To advance in the tech world, we need 
to have a digital infrastructure in place.” 

And the internet is excited for the project: The 
netizens (users of  the internet) were also wel-
coming Tania Aidrus: There were tweets through-
out explaining how the process is going to benefit 
people smartly. 

Many were quoting what Imran Khan had 
said about the country: Pakistan is regaining its 
past glory on the global stage. 

Access and Connectivity that ensures every 
Pakistani has access to the internet that is a fun-

damental right that we need to make available 
universally and especially to underserved popula-
tions. Digital Infrastructure creates the ability to 
do most daily tasks using smart-phones in a se-
cure and faster manner. 

E-Government that digitizes intra-government 
operations and processes towards a paperless and 

efficient environment and also digitizes govern-
ment services for citizens and businesses for bet-
ter delivery. 

Digital Skill and Literacy both enable our tech 

graduates to secure relevant jobs. A majority of  
our tech graduates today cannot compete globally 
because our curriculum is outdated and barring 
them from monetizing those skills. 

Innovation and Entrepreneurship both provide 
an enabling environment for startups to flourish. 

In an interview given in 2018 Aidrus shared 
the best choice that she made in her career: “I de-
cided to enter tech almost 10 years ago after grad-
uating from business school, it was the best career 
decision I could have made – the internet is an in-
credibly powerful democratizing force and it has 
lowered barriers to information in an unimagin-
able way. That has the ability to change lives and 
economies at scale.” 

However it does not show how she started her 
career in Google as before that, Tania co-founded 
a mobile health diagnosis company called Click 
Diagnostics, focused on connecting rural patients 
in emerging markets to doctors globally. She also 
spent a portion of  her career consulting for For-
tune 500 companies and the US Government at 
Booz Allen Hamilton. 

She holds an MBA from the MIT Sloan 
School of  Management and a BSc from Brandeis 
University. n 

“The government hired the services of Tania Aidrus to 
head the digitization campaign. Tania Aidrus has 
resigned from her previous position as Director, 
Product, Payments for Next Billion Users at Google. Prior 
to that, she was the Country Manager for South Asia 
Emerging Markets at Google.”

Tania Aidrus quits 
Google to help making 
digital motherland

“Just like you need the road 
infrastructure in a country, 

Pakistan needs a digital 
infrastructure,” she said. “To 

advance in the tech world, we 
need to have a digital 

infrastructure in place.”
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N
etherlands Queen Máxima visited Pak-
istan in her role as the Special Advocate 
of  the UN Secretary-General for Inclu-
sive Financing for Development to 

view the progress of  the country’s access to finan-
cial services. 

As such, this is detrimental to financial develop-
ment, which is a real concern for “people in poverty 

situations, women, small businesses and people in 
remote agricultural areas.” 

Queen Máxima met with President Alvi and 
Prime Minister Imran Khan to discuss financial de-
velopment. She also met with “international devel-
opment partners, representatives from the fintech 
sector, Governor SBP Reza Bagir, the finance ad-
viser to the Prime Minister Hafeez Sheikh, and 

Chairman NADRA.” She also visited at BYKEA, 
FINJA, Tez Financial Service and Ghar Par, an on-
line beauty salon in Lahore.  

As part of  the CEO Partnership for Economic 
Inclusion (CEOP), Telenor Microfinance Bank and 
PepsiCo signed a memorandum of  understanding 
for the launch of  merchant–to-distributor payments 
in the presence of  Queen Máxima. n 





T
he final match of  Ufone KPK Football 
Championship played between Peshawar 
Combined FC and DFA Chitral at his-
torical football ground Tehmas Khan 

Football Stadium, Peshawar. 
The match had a scintillating start as the play-

ers displayed phenomenal talent on field. In the 
13th minute Peshawar won a penalty kick but Chi-
tral’s goalkeeper made a stunning save. Despite 
tremendous efforts from both sides, neither could 
score a goal in the first half. The same trend con-

tinued in the second half; both teams tried very 
hard but were not able to score a point. The win-
ner was chosen on the basis of  penalty shootouts. 
Peshawar defeated Chitral by 5-4. 

In the semi-final, the first game was played be-
tween Peshawar Combined FC and DFA Green 
Kohat. It was an evenly contested game and both 
teams attacked each other’s goal post but all efforts 
went in vain and none could score a goal. In the 
second half, both the teams came to the field with 

renewed energy. Peshawar succeeded when 
Muhammad Haris scored in the 63rd minute to 
put his team in the lead. Kohat then tried hard to 
score an equalizer but could not get a break-
through owning to Peshawar’s strong defense 
hence Peshawar emerged victorious and booked 
them a place in the final. 

The second semi-final was played between 
DFA Swabi and DFA Chitral. Again, the game 

proved to be extremely competitive with both 
teams attacking each other’s goal post aggressively, 
with none succeeding. With renewed energy, both 
the teams again tried hard to score in the second 
half  of  the game but could not succeed and the 
game had to be decided in a penalty shootout 
where Chitral beat Swabi in a sensational penalty 
shootout by 5-4 to qualify for the title decider. 

The final match was played under floodlights 
and was witnessed by thousands of  local football 
enthusiasts who poured in large numbers to sup-
port their favorite teams.  After a fairly comfort-
able win in their respective semi-finals, both 
Peshawar Combined FC and DFA Chitral knew 
that the final match will not be easy task therefore 
they delivered their best performances to win the 
coveted title. 

The chief  guest of  the event handed over the 
trophy to the winners of  the Ufone Football 
Championship and distributed prizes amongst the 
players. The celebration was followed by some 
memorable performances by singer Saif  Ali Khan 
and Peshawar’s singing sensation Gul Khan. 

The qualifiers of  the football tournament were 
played in 21 cities. The city champions then played 
against each other in the ‘eliminators’ to get to the 
super 8 stage. Successful teams at the city level bat-
tled it out for a place in the semi-finals with the 
best two teams securing a spot in the final of  the 
tournament.  

The tournament builds on the success of  the 
previous three editions of  the same championship 
in Balochistan. This year, in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, 64 teams from 21 cities participated 
to compete for the provincial trophy. 960 young 
footballers displayed exceptional football talent 
during the championship. Ufone’s Brand Ambas-
sadors and Baloch football stars Jadeed Khan 
Pathan and Riaz Ahmed participated in the tour-
nament and provided coaching and mentoring to 
the young footballers. n 
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“Peshawar Combined FC and DFA Chitral fought an intense 
battle at Tehmas Khan Stadium to win the finale of Ufone 
KPK Football Championship. After a fierce competition, 
Peshawar Combined FC emerged as the better side and 
defeated DFA Chitral on the basis of penalty shootout”
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Ufone brings 
football talent for 
KPK young players

The qualifiers of the football 
tournament were played in 21 

cities. The city champions 
then played against each 

other in the ‘eliminators’ to 
get to the super 8 stage



J
azz and Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) 
have signed a MoU to facilitate the employees 
and passengers of  Pakistan’s national carrier. 
The partnership is another stepping stone to-

wards the extension of Jazz’s digital services to an im-
portant segment of the economy.  

Under this partnership, Jazz, Pakistan’s leading 
digital communications company is seeking to pro-
vide the services of an e-ticketing solution for seamless 

travel, a salary disbursement solution for contrac-
tual/daily wage employees, a pension disbursement 
solution for pensioners and JazzCash Wallets for em-
ployees and pensioners. 

The purpose is to provide ease in the lives of those 
who work with and travel with PIA. As such, Jazz will 
set up Jazz counters at airports enabling customers to 
pay through QR Codes for flight upgrades or excess 
luggage. Moreover, Jazz will sell exclusive GSM SIMs 

for passengers at PIA counters offering special pack-
ages for Umrah & Hajj. SIM Based cameras will also 
be provided for day care centers at PIA offices, while 
MIFI devices will be given to PIA employees. 

Jazz CEO Amir Ibrahim, while talking about the 
partnership said, “We at Jazz are always looking for 
ways to widen our network and enable a large and di-
verse group of people to avail our services. That’s why 
we’ve joined hands with the national carrier to facili-
tate both PIA passengers and its employees”.  

PIA CEO, Air Marshal Arshad Malik sharing his 
views on the occasion said the MoU with Jazz would 
not only provide additional services to PIA passengers 
but also to airline employees. 

Jazz, PIA collaborate to benefit 
employees and passengers

I
n an effort to enrich Jazz world and to provide 
additional value to its customers, Jazz has en-
tered into a partnership with Golootlo. The part-
nership will provide Jazz world users access to 

over 12,500 discounts at their favorite outlets all over 
the country. The alliance will enable users to get dis-
counts on food, apparel, accessories, fitness and a lot 
more on their smartphones. Aamer Ejaz, Chief Dig-
ital & Strategy Officer at Jazz, said about the union, 
“Value for our customers is a key consideration in 
Jazz partnerships. The partnership with Golootlo 
aims to save Jazz users money by giving them the best 
deals in town. Whether it’s eating at restaurants, going 
shopping or maintaining a healthy lifestyle, Jazz world 
users can now avail the best bargains offered by 
Golootlo’’.  Going beyond the realm of communica-
tion, Jazz has played a role in ensuring that individu-
als have access to a diverse range of services that are 
available at the push of a button. Jazz commits itself  
to saving users’ time, effort and money. 

After the signing ceremony, Fahad Mahmood, 
CEO Golootlo said about the partnership, “We are 
excited to embark on this journey with Jazz. This 
newfound partnership will indeed be beneficial for 

both the brands and the consumers. Golootlo has 
more than 12,500 brands offering up to 50% discounts 
nationwide ranging from restaurants, salons, travel & 
tours to healthcare and more. And starting now, all 
Jazz world customers will be able to avail all these of-
fers as well.” 

To browse through available discounts, all you 
have to do is downloading or update Jazz world, nav-
igate to the “Discounts” section and locate your fa-
vorite offer from the list. Then just use the “Scan” 
button and scan the Golootlo QR code at the outlet to 
avail a discount. 

“Aamer Ejaz, Chief Digital & Strategy Officer at Jazz said the alliance will enable users to get 
discounts on food, apparel, accessories, fitness and a lot more on their smartphones”

Best bargains for Jazz world 
users with Golootlo

“Jazz CEO Amir Ibrahim said we at Jazz always looking for ways to widen our network and 
enable a large and diverse group of people to avail our services. That’s why we’ve joined 
hands with the national carrier to facilitate both PIA passengers and its employees”
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U
nderscoring its “Dare to Leap” propo-
sition in the market, realme, the fastest 
growing smartphone brand in Pakistan, 
today unveiled its 48MP quad-camera 

power hero smartphone - realme 5s equipped with 
Qualcomm Technologies’ mobile platforms, Qual-
comm® Snapdragon™ 665 that provide users out-
standing performance in under 30K price segment.  

With users requiring even better imaging per-
formance and the development in mobile imaging 
technologies, ultra-high resolution imaging has be-
come the next area of  a breakthrough in the ex-
ploration of  mobile imaging technologies. The new 

48MP quad-camera imaging system of  realme 5s 
can take photos with resolutions as high as 
8000*6000 producing images that are clear and 
with fine details even after zooming or cropping. 

In addition, realme 5s adopts the Tetracell tech-
nology, which merges four neighboring pixels into 
a single 1.6μm large pixel, to produce 12-megapixel 
photos with clearer and higher quality images in 
low light conditions. This has greatly improved the 
overall performance of  realme 5s in photography. 
The phone also supports other innovative imaging 
functions, including Super Nightscape 2.0 and 
ChromaBoost. These features, combined with AI 

technologies and realme's well-trained processing 
algorithms, enable realme 5s to meet photography 
requirements and allow users to take great photos 
in different scenes and settings with ease. 

Aesthetically, realme 5s features the classic 
holographic color pattern with diamond cutting de-
sign, and now comes in a new vibrant color called 
Crystal Red, bringing users more fashionable 
choices. Performance-wise, the phone is powered 
by an 11nm Qualcomm Snapdragon 665 AIE 
processor along with a 5000mAh massive battery, 
ensuring strong performance with great battery life. 

With a stylish and youthful design, a flagship-
level ultra-high-definition quad-camera setup, as 
well as top-notch battery life, realme 5s offers users 
a well-balanced experience that is superior to what 
its competitors are offering, making it one of  the 
most competitive products in its price range. 

Realme 5s comes in only one configuration in 
terms of  ram and storage: 4GB + 128GB. The 
phone will be officially available for purchase on 
Rs.29,999/-. n 
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“realme 5s is the first mobile device in Pakistan equipped 
with Qualcomm® Snapdragon™ 665 Mobile Platform, 
with elevated intelligence, amazing camera and strong 
power and performance, 48MP quad-camera setup and a 
massive 5000 mAh battery, starting from Rs. 29,999/-”
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New Year gift for 
real fans as realme 
Pakistan unveils 
latest realme 5s
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D
r. Sania Nishtar, Special Assistant of Pak-
istan’s Prime Minister and Federal Minis-
ter, Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety 
Division (PASSD), was the chief guest at 

the concluding award ceremony for the SDG. 
Hackathon 2019 and Women SDG Challenge Cup 
2019, a premier tech initiative by Jazz in partnership 
with Code for Pakistan and Open Islamabad, held at 
the National Incubation Center Islamabad recently.  

Dr. Nishtar, on behalf of the government of Pak-
istan extended a hand of partnership, friendship, and 
collaboration, to the private sector and other stake-
holders, to explore the unanswered set of questions in 
the framework of Ehsaas, which is the government's 
new welfare program aimed at embracing innovation 
and helping the marginalized segments of the country. 

Saif Chi, CEO Huawei Pakistan was also present 
as a guest of  honour, and generously provided give-
aways for the winning teams. "We truly believe that 
Pakistan has great talent, a glimpse of which we wit-
nessed today through the amazing ideas that came 
forth in the hackathon. We have strong confidence that 
with continued support of Jazz, we can explore more 
opportunities to support the activities around SDGs 
and work towards achieving these goals together,” said 
Saif Chi. 

“Such Hackathons are a great way of generating 
amazing ideas to support the government in attaining 
SDGs. By ensuring participants utilize Jazz’s digital 
services, we are providing an enabling environment to 
young entrepreneurs to create innovative solutions to 
civic and social problems,” said Syed Ali Naseer, Chief 
Corporate and Enterprise Officer at Jazz. All winning 
teams will now be provided an opportunity to be a part 
of the Jazz xlr8 program at the NIC in the upcoming 
cohort.  

The two-and-a-half  day event brought together 
over 150 participants; a mix of technologists, designers, 
urban planners, social scientists, NGOs and CSOs, and 
government representatives to develop innovative so-

lutions aimed to address five particular UN Sustain-
able Development Goals using technology, data and 
digital tools. These included but were not limited to: 
Goal #3 Good Health and Well-Being; Goal #4 Qual-
ity Education; Goal #5 Gender Equality; Goal #9 In-
dustry, Innovation and Infrastructure; and Goal #11 
Sustainable Cities and Communities. This was the 
third civic hackathon organized by Code for Pakistan 
focusing on the SDGs.  The Women SDG Challenge 
Cup 2019 was held alongside the hackathon, where 
women entrepreneurs pitched their startups with a mis-
sion to create civic and social impact. 

The teams worked on their ideas and solutions 
under the mentorship of several subject matter experts 
in their respective fields. On the third day of  the 
hackathon, teams presented their working solutions to 
a panel of judges that included Sayyed Ahmad Masud, 
CEO Change Mechanics (Pvt) Ltd, Owais Anjum, 
CEO Emumba Private Limited, and Shan Rehman, 
Social Development Specialist at The World Bank, and 
Salman Tariq, Head of HSE & Security, Jazz.  

The top three winning teams and their ideas at the 
SDG Hackathon were Educarists, an online platform 
with information about universities and admission de-
tails, living expenses and student jobs in a particular 

city. Second prize went to InnoGeeks for their crowd-
funding web portal to connect donors with teachers in 
underfunded schools and classrooms. The third prize 
was awarded to Mumta, and parental guidance sys-
tem. 

Judges for the Women SDG Challenge Cup in-
cluded Sophia Salim, CEO The Data Leap, Sadia 
Khuram, Chief  Customer Experience Officer, Jazz, 
Javeria Rizvi Kabani, Counsellor of Political Affairs, 
EU Delegation to Pakistan, European Union External 
Action Service, Saram Bokhari, Project Director, Cen-
tre for Social Entrepreneurship, Poverty Alleviation & 
Social Safety Division and Mian Talha Nasruddin, 
Head of Product, Growth & Startup Ecosystem, Jazz. 
Winning teams for the Challenge Cup were Orendo 
and their digital learning app Taleemabad for pre-
school age children; Kaho Kahaani, a children’s con-
tent development platform; and The Feeel, a company 
providing emotional quotient trainings and workshops 
to promote better mental health. 

Earlier, Maleeka Bokhari, Parliamentary Secretary 
for the Ministry of Law and Justice delivered the open-
ing keynote speech at a panel discussion on, “Multi-
Stakeholder Approach for Innovation in Delivering the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). n 

“Syed Ali Naseer, Chief Corporate and Enterprise Officer at Jazz said such Hackathons 
are a great way of generating amazing ideas to support the government in attaining 
SDGs. By ensuring participants utilize Jazz’s digital services, we are providing an en-
abling environment to young entrepreneurs to create innovative solutions to civic and 
social problems. ”

SDG Hackathon 2019 premier 
tech initiative by Jazz concludes

Saif Chi, CEO Huawei said we 
have strong confidence that 
with continued support of 

Jazz, we can explore more op-
portunities to support the ac-

tivities around SDGs and 
work towards achieving these 

goals together.
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N
aguib Sawiris is an Egyptian billionaire 
businessman and Chairman of  Ora 
Developers visited Pakistan, met with 
Prime Minister Imran Khan. The meet-

ing was attended by Minister of  Overseas, Zulfi 
Bukari and the top management of Eighteen.  

The meeting was themed around the multi-billion 
dollar investments that Sawiris has made over the 
years in telecom and now in the real estate sector. The 
multi-billionaire expressed interest in exploring busi-
ness opportunities in the sectors of  mining, tourism 
and developing a progressive programme for the bank-
ing sector through SME banks. The Egyptian investor 
expressed his trust in the Pakistani market and shared 
future expansion plans in the real estate sector. 

Prime Minister Imran Khan appreciated Naguib’s 
trust in Pakistan and reassured the government’s sup-
port and facilitation. The Premier further added that 
Pakistan is proving to be one of  the most attractive 
countries to invest in, with the country now standing 
at an improved position in the ranking for “Ease of 
Doing Business” by the World Bank. 

On the occasion, Sawiris expressed his interest in 
providing impetus through investing in the five mil-
lion low end housing scheme introduced by PM. This 
interest stands particularly aligned with the $2 billion 
investment that Sawiris made in the real estate sector 

in 2017. The investment brought to stage a world-class 
lifestyle destination development, under the brand 
name of Eighteen. 

Eighteen is a 2.7 million sq. yard gated commu-
nity being led by Ora Developers in partnership with 

the Saif  Group and Kohistan Builders and Develop-
ers. Located in the 18th district, to the south-west of  
downtown Islamabad, it offers the highest quality 
of  design and construction, which will set new stan-
dards in accommodation and amenities for Pak-
istani real estate. 

At the Press conference Zulfiqar Bukhari wel-
comed Sawiris and said Naguib is a revolutionary 
businessman while we are exploring business oppor-
tunities in mining, tourism and banking, we would 

also want Naguib’s involvement in making Naya Pak-
istan and we would want to benefit not only from his 
investments but also from his experience and vision. 

At the conference, Anwar Saifullah said: “I am 
proud to have my name associated with Eighteen, as 

the Co-chairman, and as business 
partner of  Naguib Sawiris. We 
have over a decade of  successes 
lined with this partnership and be-
lieve we will only be able to 
achieve more in the years to 
come.” 

Naguib Sawiris, Chairman of  
Ora Developers commented: 
“Today we have shown our 
progress, commitment and deliv-
ery against a promise we had meet 
in early 2018. Eighteen, I believe, 
is now set to revolutionize real es-

tate projects in Pakistan. We are creating a city within 
a city that is redefining the concept of destination liv-
ing in Pakistan. I am very pleased to be involved with 
the project and have complete trust in the people and 
market of Pakistan.” 

The Press conference was also graced by H.E. 
Ahmed Fadel Yacoub, Egyptian Ambassador to Pak-
istan, who commented “Pakistan and Egypt have a 
long standing relationship. Sawiris has connections of 
love and friendship in Pakistan. As an Ambassador, 
one of my priorities is to encourage cross investments 
between the two countries and work towards building 
an even stronger relationship.” 

At the Press conference, Sawiris was joined by Zul-
fiqar Bukhari, Minister for Overseas, H.E. Ahmed 
Fadel Yacoub, Egyptian Ambassador to Pakistan, 
Anwar Saifullah Co-Chairman of the Saif Group and 
by Malik Adeel from Kohistan Builders and Devel-
opers, Osman Saifullah Khan along with Tarek 
Hamdy, CEO Eighteen. n 
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“The meeting was themed around the multi-billion dollar investments that Sawiris has 
made over the years in telecom and now in the real estate sector. He expressed 
interest in exploring business opportunities in the sectors of mining, tourism and 
developing a progressive programme for the banking sector through SME banks”
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Egyptian billionaire reveals future 
expansion plans in Pakistan

Prime Minister Imran Khan 
appreciated Naguib’s trust in 
Pakistan and reassured the 
government’s support and 

facilitation.
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N
atural resources play an important role 
in the development of  the economy of  
a country. God bless plenty of  resources 
in Pakistan and it considers one of  the 

rich countries in the world having a large amount of  
coal, gas, oil, gemstone, copper, minerals and gold 
reserves. 

In the latest development, PPL has discovered 
hydrocarbon reserves in an exploratory well, Bistro-
1 in Latif  Block, which is located in Khairpur Dis-
trict, Sindh and exploratory well, Margand X-1, in 
Margand Block, in Kalat Plateau, Balochistan. 

Some months ago, Prime Minister Imran 
Khan's dream to becoming country self-sufficient in 
oil dashed after no reserves were discovered in the 
Arabian Sea off  the Karachi coast. The drilling 
work at Kekra-1 well in deep sea near Karachi 
stopped after no oil or gas reservoir could be found. 
Italian firm Eni, the operator of  the Kekra-1 off-
shore block, started drilling in a joint venture with 
US firm ExxonMobil, one of  the world's largest oil 
and gas firm, and Oil and Gas Development Com-
pany Limited (OGDCL) and Pakistan Petroleum 
Limited (PPL). 

According to the Hydrocarbon Exploration Li-
censing Policy (HELP), a vital document about 
way forward to self-sufficiency in oil and gas sector 
authored by an eminent energy expert Engineer 
Arshad H Abbasi associated with SDPI has pin-
pointed that Pakistan authorities have so far ig-
nored the area bordering with India, Rajasthan for 
exploration and production (E&P) activities for oil 
and gas deposits knowing the fact that India in its 
side of  border is currently producing 1,75000 bar-
rels per day (BPD). Red flag was raised by Indian 
side asking as to why Pakistani companies are not 
on the go for E&P (exploration and production) ac-
tivities in this area since long and more over Pak-
istan’s oil and gas reserves going to Indian side. 

Through HELP(Hydrocarbon Exploration and 

Licensing Policy) , Arshad H Abbasi attempted to 
draw the attention to Prime Minister Imran Khan, 
Ministry of  Defense, Ministry of  Finance, and Min-
istry of  Petroleum towards the matter, maintaining 
the fact that the country needed self-reliance in the 

oil production to cut import bill by more than half. 
The government must consult with the energy ex-
perts how to explore more oil and gas reserves in 
the far-flung areas with the border side specially Ra-
jasthan areas of  India. 

A few years ago, the US Energy Information 
Administration (EIA) had reportedly confirmed re-
coverable reserves of  around 200 trillion cubic feet 
of  natural gas and around 58 billion barrels of  oil 

in Pakistan shale structure — many times larger 
than existing conventional gas reserves of  around 
20 TCF (Trillion Cubic Feet) and 385 million bar-
rels of  oil. 

The Federal Minister for Petroleum, Ghulam 
Sarwar Khan, said the gas crisis, including the issue 
of  low gas pressure would be resolved soon as steps 
are being taken to mitigate the sufferings of  the 
consumers. The government has notified a ban on 
the import of  furnace oil, and is looking to move 
the generation of  electricity to LNG and coal in the 
future. Pakistan Petroleum is the sole operator of  
the exploratory well and holds 100% working in-
terest in it. The well was spud on 30th June, 2019 
to measure the depth of  4500 meters inside Chiltan 
Limestone. 

Modular dynamics testing (MDT) was done 
which proved the presence of  hydrocarbons. Ac-
cordingly, a drill stem test was done in Chiltan 
Limestone, during which the well flowed a maxi-
mum of  10.7 million cubic feet per day of  gas at 
64/64 inches choke with flowing well head pressure 
of  516 Pounds Per Square inch (Psi) with 132 bar-
rels per day liquid. However the nature of  the liq-
uid is being investigated and the well has the po-
tential to flow at higher rates after an acid 
stimulation job, stated the company. 

It is highlighted that this is the first gas discov-
ery on Kalat Plateau and it has opened a new sub-
basin for further hydrocarbon exploration. The dis-
covery of  Margand X-1 well is the result of  an 
aggressive strategy in the exploration of  frontier 
basins adopted by PPL, to open new avenues for hy-
drocarbon exploration and production in Balochis-
tan. Cumulatively, the company has discovered 39.3 
MMSCFD (Million Metric Standard Cubic Meter 
Per Day) of  gas. 

These two discoveries are the result of  the com-
pany’s aggressive strategy of  exploration in order to 
reach new avenues for hydrocarbons exploration 
and production. Both the discoveries will add to the 
company’s hydrocarbon reserves and would con-

tribute in reducing the gap between the supply and 
demand of  oil and gas in the country through ex-
ploitation of  indigenous resources. 

The Well Bistro-1 discovery was made by the 
Joint Ventures of  the Latif  Exploration License, 
which holds 33.30% working interest, along with 
energy company Eni Pakistan (M) Ltd with 33.30% 
working interest and United Energy Pakistan, with 
33.40% working interest and is also the operator of  
the block. 

According to the details, the well was spud on 
6th of  October 2019 to test the hydrocarbon poten-
tial of  B and intra B sands of  the Lower Guru for-
mation, as primary and secondary objectives. The 
well was successfully drilled to a depth of  11,854 ft. 

Upon the completion of  the well, B sand zone 
was perforated, which flowed 28.6 Million Metric 
Standard Cubic Feet Per Day (MMSCFD) of  gas 
with 152 barrels per day (condensed) water at a 
flowing wellhead pressure of  (FWHP) 3116 pounds 
per square inch at 44/64” choke size. 

Pakistan Petroleum Limited was incorporated 
on 5 June 1950, when it inherited the assets and li-
abilities of  the Burmah Oil Company Ltd. which 

initially holds 70 per cent of  the share with the rest 
mostly held by the Government of  Pakistan (GoP). 

Meanwhile, some months ago, the summary of  
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa seeking no objection certifi-
cate (NOC) from the federal government for oil 
and gas exploration and production activities from 
the areas where the seepages of  oil and gas are 
found, which was earlier very much  part of  
agenda of  the Council of  Common Interests (CCI) 
but later on excluded.  

It raised eyebrows of  many and they believed 
that it was a result of  some lobbying at the federal 
government level. 

Interestingly, the summary of  KP was endorsed 
and supported by Sindh and Balochistan govern-
ments. It has been estimated that KP, Balochistan 
and Punjab have the potential to produce 200,000 

oil barrels per day (BPD) and 1.2 billion cubic 
feet per day through launching the exploration 
and production activities of  oil and gas where the 
seepages of  oil and gas are found in the said three 
federating units. n 
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These two discoveries are 
the result of the company’s 

aggressive strategy of 
exploration in order to 
reach new avenues for 

hydrocarbons exploration 
and production



R
s39 billion recovered by the United King-
dom’s National Crime Agency (NCA) 
from the family of real estate tycoon Malik 
Riaz has been transferred to the Supreme 

Court’s accounts and the government has requested it 
for the transfer of  the money to the national excheq-
uer. “The money has been transferred to the Supreme 
Court and we have already filed a request before the 
apex court that the money should be given to us [state 
of  Pakistan],” said Special Assistant to the Prime 
Minister (SAPM) on Accountability Mirza Shahzad 
Akbar at a joint press conference with Communica-
tions Minister Murad Saeed.  

He further said that out of  190 million pounds, 
140m pounds had been transferred while 50m pounds 
would be received later when a property of  1 Hyde 
Park owned by Malik Riaz would be sold. 

The SAMP, however, did not remove the ambi-
guity as to how the money can be transferred to the 
Supreme Court, if  the NCA announced in its official 
press release that it will be given to the state of  Pak-
istan. “We [the government of  Pakistan, NCA and 
Malik Riaz] have also signed a deed of  confidential-
ity. Therefore, I cannot comment more than what has 
already been presented in the official press releases of 

the government and the NCA,” he said, adding that: 
“Is the Supreme Court not part of  the government? 
So if  the money goes to the apex court it means that 
the money comes to the state.” 

Meanwhile, Malik Riaz pointed out that NCA 
had not declared him guilty of  any wrongdoing after 
year-long investigation into property and accounts 
connected to his family. Talking to reporters at the 
launch of  Bahria Town Peshawar office recently, the 
real estate tycoon said they were working in Pakistan 
despite many hurdles. He said other people should 
also follow suit and bring their money back to Pak-
istan. He said he would even mortgage his house to 
pay the sum agreed in settlement with the Supreme 
Court. Interestingly, hours after the NCA verdict, 
Malik Riaz had claimed, in his tweets, that the re-
covered amount would go to the Supreme Court to 
return Rs460bn for acquiring vast land in Karachi for 
developing the Bahria Town housing scheme. His 
tweets raised eyebrows of  many as to why the gov-
ernment was not taking credit of  the recovery. 

Replying to a query that in one of  the video clips 
that did the rounds on social media in which he was 
receiving a bag from Malik Riaz somewhere in the 
UK, Shahzad Akbar said it was nothing but a laptop. 

“It was my laptop as the bag could not carry 190 mil-
lion pounds,” he added. 

According to a press release issued by Prime Min-
ister Office, the Assets Recovery Unit (ARU) in the 
PMO facilitated repatriation of  190 million pounds 
(approximately $250 million) through a settlement 
and that the NCA had agreed for immediate repatri-
ation of  funds to the state of  Pakistan. 

Responding to a question that will the govern-
ment go for criminal proceedings against the real es-
tate tycoon for being involved in money laundering, 
the SAPM said: “The government encourages agree-
ments in civil cases and recovery of  laundered na-
tional wealth and does not wish to keep people in 
jail.” 

He, however, took credit of  the recovery of  190 
million pounds and said it was the first time in Pak-
istan’s history that money had been repatriated from 
another country through the legal process, adding 
that the settlement was reached in a civil case not a 
criminal one. 

Akbar said the government was thankful to the 
UK government and the NCA for expediting the in-
vestigation on the complaint of  the government of  
Pakistan and returning the money to the motherland. 

The SAPM was reluctant to elaborate as to how 
the money was stashed away and was there any po-
litical figure involved in the crime; he said as another 
country [UK] was involved in the matter, he was 
bound to confidentiality and could not comment on 
the details. “We have inked a bond of  confidentiality 
with the UK government and therefore we cannot 
talk about the details of  the case,” he added. 

Akbar recalled the alleged corruption by leader of 
the opposition in the National Assembly Shahbaz 
Sharif  and his family and said the assets of  the Sharif  
family have increased exponentially over the span of  
ten years. He said the corruption of  Shahbaz Sharif  
and Sharif  family was exposed by English newspaper 
Daily Mail and despite Shahbaz’s claim that he will 
sue him [Shahzad Akbar] and the Daily Mail, noth-
ing has so far been done against it by Sharif. 

Akbar explained that the corruption was carried 
out during Shahbaz’s tenure as Punjab chief  minis-
ter. Through charts, he explained that their entire for-
tune has been built by accumulating money from 
kickbacks into their personal accounts, before inject-
ing them into their own companies to mimic sales. 
“During this period, Shahbaz’s assets rose by 70 per 
cent while his son Salman’s rose by 8,000 per cent,” 
he said. 

However, despite their repeated claims of  inno-
cence, the Sharifs have not been able to provide a sin-
gle shred of  evidence which proves to the contrary, 
he added. 

Referring to the article published in Daily Mail 
that alleged that Shahbaz had embezzled funds pro-
vided by UK’s Department for International Devel-
opment, he said former chief  minister Punjab was 
surprisingly mum on the issue despite his initial re-
sponse. 

“So many facts have been revealed in recent days. 
Setting his claims about taking legal action against 
The Mail aside, he has not given a specific answer to 
any of  the allegations levelled against him,” he said. 

He said the Punjab CM secretariat was being used 
by Shahbaz Sharif  as a hub of  planning of  corrup-
tion. Akbar raised several questions including had 
one Nisar Ahmed Gill and one Mahr Ali acted as 
front men of  ex-chief  minister Punjab. n 
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“The government was thankful to the UK government and 
the NCA for expediting the investigation on the complaint 
of the government of Pakistan and returning the money 
to the motherland. First time in Pakistan’s history that 
money had been repatriated from another country 
through the legal process ”
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Rs 39 billion recovered 
from Malik Riaz 
transferred to SC 
accounts

Malik Riaz pointed out that 
NCA had not declared him 

guilty of any wrongdoing after 
year-long investigation into 

property and accounts 
connected to his family.
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“It was one of the remarkable historic event in the digital imaging business industry of 
Pakistan and the best ever most powerful event for the Sigma Pakistan. The event 
holds more than 280 targeted audiences. All hail to the Sigma fans who never 
disappoint us with their love and support”

Hope Enterprises officially launches 
Sigma fp camera in Pakistan

H
ope Enterprises officially has launched 
world’s smallest and lightest full-frame 
mirror less digital camera Sigma fp in 
Pakistan recently. 

Sigma Pakistan unites business community, top 
notch photographers, production houses, cine-
matographers, and vloggers and Sigma lovers for a 
wondrous fp launch experience. 

It was one of  the remarkable historic events in 
the digital imaging business industry of  Pakistan 
and the best ever, most powerful event for the 
Sigma Pakistan. The event holds more than 280 
targeted audiences. All hail to the Sigma fans and 
these fans never disappoint us with their love and 

great support. Honorable Senior Vice President of  
Lahore Chamber of  Commerce & Industry (LCCI) 
Ali Hassam Asghar was the chief  guest for the 
event. Along with LCCI industry professionals, 
many other eminent industry leaders also joined 
this event. The event was covered and reported by 
local news channels too. 

The event follows the technical presentation 
discussing all the technical aspects, concept and 
features of  the Sigma fp camera by Sigma Country 
Manager Mr. Adnan Nazir along with viewpoints 
and word of  mouth from Maestro-Sigma Pakistan 
Ambassador Mr. Abdul Qayyum about this mag-
nificent little beauty. It was truly an eventful 

evening where the beauty of  capturing wonders 
was discussed and appreciated. 

Lastly, the attendees were engaged to have 
hands on experience of  this innovative camera 
with a flagship performance to unleash all the 
possibilities. Overall, Sigma delivered a very 
strong corporate message about the new innova-
tion i.e. “Future is changing and fp is the future in 
camera world” to the market. 

Apart from nurturing the hobby, professional-
ism and creative side of  attendees, such events 
tend to encourage collaborations and affiliations 
with the Sigma lovers as a result of  great team 
building activity. n



V
ivo, the official title sponsor for the PUBG 
MOBILE Club Open 2019 Fall Split 
Global Finals empowered gamers during 
the competition held in Kuala Lumpur, 

Malaysia recently. This time round, the leading tech-
nology company featured its high performing smart-
phone - NEX 3 provided smooth game play that 
empowered the top 16 teams as they compete to grab 
a slice of the $2.5 million total prize pool.  

NEX 3 is the latest addition to Vivo’s premium 
flagship NEX series and is designed to showcase the 
brand’s dedication to innovative design and technol-
ogy, which boosts gamer performance even during the 
most intense mobile game play. NEX 3 brings the lat-
est gaming optimization features and upgrades to em-
power gamers.  Gaming features designed to empower 
gamers to seize the ultimate chicken dinner.  

NEX 3 provides upgraded gaming features 
through powerful functions such as the Multi-Turbo 
Engine that combines Game Turbo, Center Turbo, 
Cooling Turbo and AI Turbo to bring gamers a truly 
immersive gaming experience. 

The NEX 3 features a Turbo Mode which is 
specifically tailored for PUBG MOBILE. When the 

function is turned on, it displays optimization features 
that supports HDR + extreme and delivers a stable 
high frame rate. This is also an exclusive feature to re-
sult from the partnership between Vivo and PUBG 
MOBILE Club Open 2019.  

The phone also features Ultra Game Mode which 
turns off  messages and alerts, allowing gamers to 
focus all their attention on winning.  

Triple camera setup is there for breakthrough mo-
bile viewing and premium photo experience. 

On top of impressive gaming features, NEX 3 also 
fulfills the bezel-less dream with the notch-free Wa-
terfall FullView™ Display and a 99.6% screen-to-body 
ratio. This delivers an even better viewing experience 
to gamers.  NEX 3 flexes its superiority in photogra-
phy with a 64MP Main Camera that comes with a 
13MP Wide-Angle Camera and a 13MP Telescopic 
Camera. This stunning camera feature ensures HD 
clarity standard by which photos can be taken with 
ease. A dual Wi-Fi signal network provides smoother 
gaming experience.  

The dual WLAN Acceleration technology in 
NEX 3 uses dual Wi-Fi signal networks at the same 
time to boost network speed, offering smoother per-

formance without jitter or delay. This is vital for 
gamers especially when playing PUBG Mobile.  

NEX 3 connects 2.4GHz and 5 GHz Wi-Fi and 
uses advanced algorithms to intelligently assess net-
work status to reduce mobile network delays and in-
crease download speeds. When the Dual WLAN 
Acceleration technology is enabled, it provides a sig-
nificantly improved gaming environment.  

Powerful hardware to support mobile experience:  
NEX 3 increases download speeds up to 

1500+Mbps and upload speeds to 140+Mbps. Ac-
cording to lab test, the average latency drop is 25% 
which allows an even smoother gaming experience.  

Powered by Snapdragon 855 Plus, and UFS 3.0 
high-speed flash memory, NEX 3 provides top of the 
range computing performance, smooth multitasking 
capabilities that can increase read and write speeds by 
79% over UFS2.1. NEX 3 is also equipped with 
8GB+256GB storage. 

NEX 3 comes with a 4500mAh battery and sup-
ports 22.5W Vivo Flash Charge and C-DRX one of 
the power-saving technologies that greatly improves 
the device’s overall battery life and allow users to 
recharge in short time. n 
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“This time round, the leading technology company featured its high performing 
smartphone - NEX 3 provided smooth game play that empowered the top 16 teams as they 
compete to grab a slice of the $2.5 million total prize pool.”
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at PUBG MOBILE Club Open 
2019 Fall Split contest finals



V
ivo, the global innovative smartphone 
brand has finally launched the flagship 
V17 in Pakistan after a week-long pre-
order campaign. Continuing Vivo’s tradi-

tion, this new phone brings innovation with its 
iView Display and packs a premium set of  specifi-
cations including the massive 8GB RAM & 256GB 
storage.  

Commenting on the launch Mr. Zohair Chohan, 
Vivo’s Brand Manager in Pakistan said: “The new 
V17 with a futuristic iView Super AMOLED Dis-
play and a Superior Camera set-up demonstrates 
Vivo's continuous redefinition and breaking of  
boundaries with pursuit of  perfection, by providing 
users with advanced technology and an innovative 
product experience.” 

iView Display, View a New world 
Explore a brave new world with iView Display. 

This 16.36cm (6.44Inch) FHD+ Display takes a 
bionic approach, housing a super-clear front camera 
for a futuristic look. The customized next-gen Super 
AMOLED display is made of  the latest E3 OLED 
and features an aspect ratio of  20:9. It also offers 
100% DCI-P3 Color gamut, bringing vibrant and 
authentic colors to life. 

Super Night Camera (Front & Rear) Defy 
the Night 

Amaze after dark with the V17 rear camera’s 

Super Night Mode, featuring advanced noise reduc-
tion capabilities in its rear camera. The Super Night 
Selfie feature brings stunning night-time shots to the 
front camera too, supported by frame-merging tech-
nology, HDR and Vivo’s own portrait algorithm. 
Whichever camera you’re using, beautiful results 
await when night falls. 

48MP AI Quad Rear Camera, Simply 
Professional 

The powerful quad-camera setup includes a 
48MP main camera, 8MP super wide-angle camera, 
2MP macro camera and 2MP bokeh (aesthetic qual-
ity) camera. Four cameras have infinite possibilities. 

Super Night Camera (Front & Rear) Defy the 
Night 

Amaze after dark with the V17 rear camera’s 
Super Night Mode, featuring advanced noise reduc-
tion capabilities in its rear camera. The Super Night 
Selfie feature brings stunning nighttime shots to the 
front camera too, supported by frame-merging tech-
nology, HDR and Vivo’s own portrait algorithm. 
Whichever camera you’re using, beautiful results 
await when night falls. 

Ultra-Stable Video, Perfect Frame 
Even with shaky hands, you can record clear and 

stable videos. V17 helps you make every frame 
count, because every second of  your life is worth 
cherishing. 

Super Wide, Super Macro 
Let your imagination run free and pack galaxies 

of  stars into one frame with 120-degree super wide 
angle or see the untapped tiny world up close with 
4cm focus. 

32MP Front Camera, Open Your Eyes to the 
world 

Capture every little detail with a cutting-edge 
32MP front camera that brings supreme clarity to 
your world. Whatever scene you're in, you can 
strike the perfect pose. With the V17 offering guid-
ance, boost your confidence and wow like a super-
model.  

Trendy Design, Show Your Fashion Code 
V17's rear camera matrix features unique geo-

metric symmetry with a retro-styled design inspired 
by compact cameras. Four cameras sit within a rec-
tangle's elegant rounded corners like a code wait-
ing to be deciphered. Brilliant colors and a glossy 
finish complete its trendy look. 

Ultimate Performance: 
Qualcomm Snapdragon 675 AIE octa-core 

processor offers smooth operation and low power 
consumption. With 8GB RAM and 256GB ROM, 
you get expanded storage space and an elevated expe-
rience. Vivo's Multi-Turbo covers all aspects at the sys-
tem level to enhance user experience. It includes AI 
Turbo, Center Turbo, Game Turbo, Net Turbo, Cool-
ing Turbo and ART++ Turbo, improving underlying 
compilation efficiency, system response and perform-
ance. 

Game Center creates your very own gaming arena 
and gathers your game data. Check real-time CPU, 
GPU and temperature data, so you're always in the 
know. With Ultra Game Mode, it can also help you 
block messages and alerts, so you can fully concentrate 
on winning the game at hand. 

Dual-Engine Fast Charging & 4500mAh 
Enjoy a bigger 4500mAh of battery capacity, plus 

Vivo's exclusive Dual-Engine Fast Charging. Stay 
juiced all day long and recharge in a flash. 

Pricing & Availability 
Vivo V17, priced at Rs. 59,999 is now available 

across Pakistan through Vivo’s offline & online distri-
bution channels with one-year official warranty and is 
duly approved by PTA to work on all mobile networks 
in Pakistan. Customers using Zong’s mobile network 
can also get free 4G mobile internet for 6 months. n 

“The new flagship phone packs 48MP Quad Rear Camera & 32MP AI Camera in-
side its iView Display”

Vivo V17 launched in Pakistan, users 
will now see the brighter nights 
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R
ecently the Prime 
Minister of Pak-
istan launched 
the ‘Digital Pak-

istan’ programme with the 
vision to accelerate the jour-
ney of a developed and in-
terconnected Pakistan in a 
clean, green, paperless, 
transparent and efficient 
manner. On a global level, 
the journey of digitalization 
started with the ‘Industrial 
Revolution (IR) 3.0’ or the 
‘Digital Revolution’ which 
marked the adoption of  
computers and automation 
systems in various business 
sectors. The next IR, i.e. In-
dustry 4.0 took the ideology 
of  digitalization to new 
heights with the ‘combina-
tion of  cyber-physical sys-
tems, the Internet of Things 
and the Internet of Systems 
in which computers are 
connected and communi-
cate with one another to 
make decisions with little or 
no human involvement’. In 
addition to the numerous 
benefits offered by IR 4.0 to 
all the stakeholders, one of 
the greatest advantages of  
digitalization is the develop-
ment of a Clean and Green 
economy. 

Various industries have 
made great strides in the 
area of  digitalization and 
the global banking industry 
is no exception. The bank-
ing sector is one of  the 
largest consumers of  re-
sources such as paper and 
electricity through the ex-
tensive networks of  
branches and automated 
teller machines (ATMs). 
The carbon footprints of  
this industry are not just 
limited to its daily banking 
operations. All over the 
world, banks have been in-
volved in financing pollut-
ing industries such as fossil fuels, textiles, mining, 
chemicals, etc. and playing a significant role in global 
climate change and natural resources degeneration. 
However, Green Banking through the technologies of 
digital banking can play a significant role in minimiz-
ing the adverse environmental impacts of a bank’s busi-
ness operations. 

Green Banking involves digitalizing bank opera-
tions through the concept of  the “Bank of Things”. 
This is derived from the concept of “Internet of Things 
(IoT)”, which involves the “network of  interrelated 
computing devices that connect and exchange data 
with one another via the Internet”. The Bank of 
Things (BoT) technology enables banks to be in con-
tinuous contact with their customers through cyber-
space and offer limitless services, such as automated 
guidance on investment, spending, savings, etc. based 
on the customer’s real-time financial data thereby elim-
inating the use of various resources that are required in 
providing banking services through brick and mortar 
operations. The world is moving towards cyberspace 
banking with banks operating in cyberspace without 
any branches. This digitalization of the banking serv-
ices will eliminate the branch’s carbon footprints and 
save resources at the consumer end as well. Banks are 
launching Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Machine 
Learning (ML) powered robots to assist its customers 
to search transactions, transfer and deposit funds and 
get advice on financial products. Banks are also using 

“BoT” in a number of other operations, such as gath-
ering Know-Your- Customer (KYC) data. With the use 
of  technology, banks can reduce money laundering 
and complete the KYC process using the customer’s 
digital signature without any delay and secure the data 
using cryptographic techniques such as block chain 
technology. Powered by 5G internet, global banks are 
using cloud computing and quantum computing to pro-
vide consumers with immense data processing capa-
bilities through everyday devices. The rapid adoption 
of crypto currency is also an important milestone in the 
digitalization and ultimate greening of a country’s eco-
nomic system. The Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) is also introducing regulations for crypto cur-
rency transactions to reduce the risk of money laun-
dering. 

As the developed countries are envisioning and 
planning their journey towards IR 5.0, the Digital Pak-
istan program is an effort by various organizations to 
take Pakistan in the time of Industry 4.0. The effects of 

digitalization are emerging 
in a number of business sec-
tors and government organ-
izations in Pakistan. Some 
examples of government’s 
digitalization initiatives in-
clude automation of the 
National Database and 
Registration Authority 
(NADRA), Land Revenue 
Authority, E-Enablement 
of Federal Investigation 
Agency (FIA), Prime Min-
ister Office computerization 
program, computerization 
and execution of govern-
ment cases, development 
of mobile apps for Wafaqi 
Mohtasib and corruption 
complaints, etc. The effects 
of digitalization can also be 
seen in the Pakistan bank-
ing sector. The majority of 
banks have launched their 
mobile apps and web-based 
services for the customers. 
Digital services such as dig-
ital wallets, one-touch 
banking, and biometric ver-
ification, collaborating with 
information technology 
companies and intercon-
necting customer data with 
other organizations are 
being implemented. The 
State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP) is planning to issue 
digital currency by the year 
2025 and also working on 
implementing digital cur-
rency regulations for Anti-
Money Laundering (AML) 
measures. As compared to 
the global scenario, the 
Pakistan banking industry 
is still at the infancy stages 
of digitalization. The 
adoption of digital banking 
needs to be synergized with 
the ideology of Green 
Banking. Digital Pakistan 
and Clean and Green Pak-
istan Index are not two sep-
arate initiatives. These are 
in fact paths leading to a 

common vision, i.e. a Clean and Green Pakistan. Sim-
ilarly, if our banking industry wants to minimize its ad-
verse environmental impacts and benefit the natural 
environment then it needs to be digitalized. A digital 
bank is truly a Green Bank. Green Banking promotes 
the development of a digital and paperless banking in-
dustry that can act as a facilitator for the digitalization 
and ultimate greening of all the other business sectors 
in an economy. Green Financing by Green Banks can 
ensure the provision of investment required for vari-
ous green business initiatives such as the renewable 
energy scheme by the State Bank of Pakistan or the 
digitalization of various industrial sectors. 

However, the digitalization of  any sector of  an 
economy cannot be achieved without first providing 
awareness, education, and training to all the con-
cerned stakeholders. The President of  Pakistan has 
also linked the success of Pakistan’s digital revolution 
with the trained human resource in the respective 
areas. Currently, the majority of the stakeholders have 
a low level of  awareness or knowledge regarding 
Green Banking adoption. The government needs to 
realize that the banking industry is one of the major 
contributors to the country’s economic growth and in-
terconnected with all the other business sectors. It 
should facilitate the digitalization and ultimate greening 
of Pakistan’s banking industry. The vision of a Digital 
Clean and Green Pakistan is not possible without a 
Green Banking industry. n 
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“Green Banking promotes the development of a digital and 
paperless banking industry that can act as a facilitator for 
the digitalization and ultimate greening of all the other busi-
ness sectors in an economy”
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Green banking 
industry has vital 
role in Digital Clean 
and Green Pakistan 

The world is moving towards 
cyberspace banking with 
banks operating in cyber-

space without any branches
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P
akistan Telecommunication Company Lim-
ited (PTCL) has launched its new initiative 
called ‘PTCL Safeer’ (Ambassadors), which 
is based on the concept of  a Campus Am-

bassador Programme and is an integral part of  
PTCL’s transformational journey. The objective of  
the program is to bridge the gap between the Corpo-
rate Sector and Academia across Pakistan.  

PTCL HR team, in collaboration with the place-
ment offices of  various universities, have selected 
‘Safeers’ through a fair and transparent process from 
a pool of  students provided by the universities. The 
selected students went through an orientation and 
training workshop at the PTCL offices, where their 
roles and expectations were outlined.  

Speaking on the initiative, Syed Mazhar Hussain, 
Chief Human Resource Officer, PTCL, said, “We are 
committed to support the education system in Pak-
istan by providing an enabling platform to young and 
bright students, who are the future of our nation. The 
Safeer programme will provide first-hand profes-
sional experience and un-
derstanding of  how 
companies work in real 
time. It will surely help 
these students to pave the 
way towards a better career 
prospect and growth.” 

A Safeer is the flag-
bearer of  PTCL’s em-
ployer brand, which is 
based on the concept 
‘Growth Tree – Lets Grow 
Together’ and acts as the 
first point of  contact for 
students at the university 
for supporting them and 
guiding them to the right 

platforms. Safeers also work with the PTCL HR 
Team in executing other tasks in their respective uni-
versity campuses.  

As part of  this initiative, Safeers organized and 
arranged talks of  PTCL’s senior management that 
were motivational and experiential on diverse topics 
in the universities. Moreover, this programme offers 

students the opportunity to do their final year proj-
ects based on PTCL’s real-time business scenarios. 
Through such initiatives, PTCL aims to provide the 
right platform for growth, skills development, and de-
cision-making ability, execution of  real-time projects 
and capacity building of  students. 

In another event, PTCL hosted Shoaib Ahmad 
Siddiqui, Secretary IT & Telecom and Chairman 
Board of  Director, PTCL, during his visit to PTCL’s 
zonal office in Lahore for a Business Review Meet-
ing. Functional heads of  PTCL zonal management, 
including Business Operations, Technology and Cor-
porate, delivered presentations to the Secretary, that 
showed interest in the business performance of  the 
zone. Moreover, he shared his suggestions and view 
points over various aspects of  market scenarios.  

The Secretary also visited key PTCL facilities, 
including Data Center, Call Center and Training 
Center at Johar Town Lahore. He was given a de-
tailed tour of  the facilities available at the centers. 

An open house session was conducted at the 
zonal office, whereby, the 
Secretary welcomed feed-
back from all the partici-
pants. Furthermore, he 
advised all functional 
heads to adopt a cus-
tomer centric approach 
and make all out efforts 
to facilitate PTCL cus-
tomers.   

The Secretary appreci-
ated the good work done 
by PTCL and its manage-
ment. He also expressed 
his pleasure over the pro-
fessional standards main-
tained by the company. n  

36

“A Safeer is the flag-bearer of PTCL’s employer brand, which is based on the concept 
‘Growth Tree – Lets Grow Together’ and acts as the first point of contact for students at the 
university for supporting them and guiding them to the right platforms. Safeers also work 
with the PTCL HR Team in executing other tasks in their respective university campuses”
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PTCL unveils 'Safeer' Campus 
Ambassador Programme

PTCL hosted Shoaib Ahmad 
Siddiqui, Secretary IT & 
Telecom and Chairman 

Board of Director, PTCL, 
during his visit to PTCL’s 

zonal office in Lahore for a 
Business Review Meeting.



T
he much awaited and prospective leading 
Chinese smartphone manufacturer ELE-
PHONE officially launched in Pakistan 
after expanding its presence in France, 

Spain, Portugal, and Malaysia, at the launching cer-
emony held in Islamabad attending by representa-
tives, CEO and founder of  ELEPHONE Global Mr. 
Ji, notable personalities from the corporate, media, 
telecom, government and entertainment sector. 

The company also announced film and TV per-
sonality Hareem Farooq as its brand ambassador. 
The new ambassador will be an integral part of  ma-
jority of  the brand’s promotional campaigns. 

The evening commenced with recitation of  the 
Holy Quran followed by the national anthem of  
Pakistan. The ceremony started with the unveiling 
of  the brand’s new ambassador, Hareem Farooq and 
was followed by an introductory presentation about 
ELEPHONE and its launch in Pakistan. Following 
the introduction, all brand representatives gave pre-
sentations about ELEPHONE’s launch in Pakistan 
including a speech by CEO and Founder ELE-
PHONE Mr. Ji, followed by speeches from repre-
sentatives of  Rock Mobile (Pvt) Ltd, Daraz.pk and 
technical team of  ELEPHONE who presented key 

features of  the new range. At the end of  the cere-
mony, attendees were requested to experience the 
new range first hand in the experience zone.  ELE-
PHONE is introducing 5 of  its latest smartphones 
in the Pakistani market, ranging from mid-tier 
smartphones, ELEPHONE A6 Mini and ELE-
PHONE A6 Max to its flagship high end high smart 
phones ELEPHONE PX (3 GB RAM), ELE-
PHONE PX (4 GB RAM) and ELEPHONE U2.  

ELEPHONE mainly focuses on producing in-
novative and user-friendly smartphones with elegant 
design, premium build quality, and superior per-
formance. The complete range of  ELEPHONE 
smartphones will be available at different price 
ranges appealing to a wider smartphone audience in 
the country. All ELEPHONE smartphones comes 
with latest OS: Android 9.0 pie and a price tag start-
ing from PKR 18,999/- 

“We are very excited to be finally launching in 
the Pakistani market. ELEPHONE adopted the ex-
pansion model 3 years back in order to get our prod-
ucts recognized beyond our parent country. We are 
very confident that the company’s products will be 

well received in Pakistan as we offer the latest tech-
nology with superior performance at affordable 
price points. Following this launch in Pakistan, we 
plan to keep the momentum going and expand to 
newer markets in the region” said Mr. Ji Founder 
and CEO of  ELEPHONE. 

In addition to the above smartphones, on display 
will be ELEPHONE’s latest P11 3D, a state of  the 
art device which will facilitate the users with cine-

matic 3D experience without the need for 
anaglyphic glasses, definitely a first of  its kind. The 
device comes with a 6-inch Full HD INCELL dis-
play having resolution of  1080 x 2160 pixels and an 
aspect ratio of  18:9. It uses Rich 3D film source, 
new generation 3D technology, and wide color 
gamut to efficiently produce a 3D effect on the 
smartphone’s display. n 

“ELEPHONE mainly focuses on producing innovative and user-friendly smartphones with 
elegant design, premium build quality, and superior performance. The complete range of 
ELEPHONE smartphones will be available at different price ranges appealing to a wider 
smartphone audience in the country”

Rock Mobile officially launches 
‘ELEPHONE’ smartphones in Pakistan

ELEPHONE introduces 5 
new smartphones; 

ELEPHONE A6 Mini, 
ELEPHONE A6 Max, 

ELEPHONE PX (3+32), 
ELEPHONE PX (4+64) and 

ELEPHONE U2
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O
nduline Avrasya A.S, Turkey, part of  
Onduline Group France, a worldwide 
specialist in lightweight roofing has 
actively participated in three-day 

mega event of  15th Build Asia International 
Building Material & Construction Machinery Ex-
hibition & Conference held in Karachi Expo Cen-
tre recently, Onduline Avrasya, A.S Turkey was 
there to promote its products in Pakistan market 

and showcased products i.e. “Onduline HR Roof-
ing Sheets, Onduvilla Roofing Tiles, Zigana 
Roofing Sheets, Bituline Water Proofing Mem-
branes and Fondaline Damp Proofing Sheets.” 

Onduline Group is the world leader in Cel-
lulo-Mineral and Bitumen based Roofing and 
Siding Sheets, having pursued activities in Eura-
sia since many years, decided in 1994 to invest di-
rectly in Turkey.  

Onduline Avrasya was established as a sub-
sidiary of  the group in Istanbul in August 1994. 
Beginning from its foundation, the product range 
which was limited to Onduline roofing sheets 
only, was intensively developed resulting today in 
a range inclusive of  those for the Roofs and 
Foundations, in a way to meet all the require-
ments of  the end users, with related products and 
systems. n 
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M
uch is expected of  Karakoram High-
way, which curls through the tall 
mountain ranges of  northern Pak-
istan, reaching western China. Both 

countries are renovating it, seeing its potential as a 
trade route. Pakistan also views it as a way to con-
solidate control over territories contested with India. 

But some of  the 500-mile route is barely a two-
way road, carved out of  the rock face that slopes 
sharply into valleys below. It is battered by rock fall, 
floods and earthquakes. A landslide in 2010 blocked 
a river and drowned about 14 miles of  the road. In 
heavy snowfalls, the road all but shuts down. 

The riskiest part is the last stretch to China. "We 
can actually call this part of  the road as a museum 
of  geohazards," says Sarfraz Ali, a geologist who 
studies the impact of  climate change on the high-
way at Pakistan's National University of  Sciences 
and Technology. 

The Karakoram Highway, named for the spindly 
mountain range it traverses, was a major feat when 
it was built in the 1950s to 1970s. Now, the Chinese 
government has invested about $2 billion to rebuild 
a nearly 160-mile stretch of  highway to replace the 
old Karakoram road between the towns of  Havelian 
and Raikot. The final stretch is expected to be com-
pleted in March. 

The revamp is a key project of  the China-Pak-
istan Economic Corridor (CPEC) in which China 
plans to invest over $60 billion in energy and trans-
port in Pakistan. CPEC, part of  China's global Belt 
and Road Initiative, has stirred controversy because 
neither country has offered clarity on the terms of  
the money nor how much of  it is loans. 

The Karakoram is open to the public, but foreign 
journalists are required to get Pakistan Army per-
mission to visit its far-northern stretches. When 
media men recently gained access, they found a road 
that has transformed communities along the way.  

These days, vehicles cruise on the new highway 
north of  Islamabad until they're diverted onto the 
old route, passing rivers and ancient Buddhist mon-
uments, and snarling hectic markets. At night, some 
stretches are lit by the fluorescent light of  flophouses 
and chai stalls frequented by truck drivers. 

At the Jehangir Khan Hotel, owner Abdullah 
Zadran, 28, says he would go out of  business be-
cause the Chinese were rebuilding this section of  the 
road as a multilane highway outside of  town. 

Waiter Abdul Ghafour, 30, nods in agreement. 
"My owner won't keep me," he says, worried about 
losing his $4-a-day wage. 

He serves chai to Gul Ahsaan, 60, a trucker who 
looks forward to driving the new road. "My tires 
won't burst and I won't need to repair my truck," he 
says, gesturing to his vehicle. It is painted with birds 
and trees and adorned with bells and mini F-16 
model jets. "He wants to fly," his friend jokes. 

In a nearby town, sports supervisor Qazi Ishaq, 
45, hopes the improved road brings tourists. He's 
overseeing boys playing hockey, cricket and soccer 
on a large field. 

Girls don't play sports in this part of  rural Pak-
istan; they rarely venture outside. Might a new road 
change these customs? "Our culture will not be af-
fected," Ishaq insists. "Women in our area observe 
purdah," he says, referring to the practice of  seclu-
sion and veiling. 

As the Karakoram veers closer to China, a few 
trucks are idling while yaks block the highway. Their 
herder, Suhail Abbas, says his fortunes have changed 
since a Chinese company repaved this section of  the 
road three years ago. "People now have money for 
meat," he says, grinning. 

Locals are making money from tourism and are 
buying more yaks, Abbas says. This year, he began 
with 500 and sold all but 32. "People like it because 
they don't eat anything other than grass," he says, 
sounding more like a hipster butcher than a grime-
streaked 23-year-old shepherd. Before the road was 
fixed, he was selling barely 15 a year, and was sur-
viving on chai and bread. 

The bustle is apparent in the nearby border town 
of  Sost, where cargo trucks come from across Pak-

istan to collect Chinese imports processed at the 
local dry port. Dozens of  men sit outside, waiting 
for dollar-a-day jobs unloading boxes. Mohammad 
Iqbal, a 29-year-old customs official, says that when 
he was growing up, "there was only one shop, only 
one hotel." 

"There were only buses, carrying the pilgrims 
from China to Pakistan who had to go to Hajj," he 
says — the first part of  the journey to Muslim holy 
sites in Saudi Arabia. The pilgrims, mostly from 
China's Uighur Muslim minority, no longer come. 
"An internal matter," he shrugs, alluding to the 

widespread crackdown on the minority in China. 
Curling toward the Khunjerab Pass, vehicles 

dodge fallen rocks as they navigate narrow hairpin 
turns. Minivans ply the route, suitcases piled on their 
roofs, ferrying Pakistanis for study and trade in 
China. Tourists pose for selfies at the border. 

Liaqat Ali Shah, the Director of  CPEC, says 
trade will pick up as China industrializes Xinjiang 
province. Industries there could use the Karakoram 
Highway, the first road in a series to the southern 
Pakistani port of  Gwadar, which opens to the Ara-
bian Sea. "Definitely once the region develops," 
Shah says, "there is a viable option to trade." 

Back in Sost, Bibi Halima, 45, a teacher, expects 
more prosperity to come. "Because of  the Karako-
ram Highway and, now CPEC, more things will be 
established here. There'll be more jobs," Halima 
says. 

But sometimes, she volunteers, she longs for 
when Sost was isolated and poor. "We used to have 
plenty of  time," she says. "I'd come back from teach-
ing and we'd just sit around." 

Today, with the highway, "time is valuable," she 
says. "I don't even have a single second to spare."-
Source NPR n 

The revamp is a key project of 
the China-Pakistan Economic 

Corridor (CPEC) in which 
China plans to invest over 
$60 billion in energy and 

transport in Pakistan

Life along Karakoram 
Highway where China 
is investing billions of 
dollars
“The Karakoram Highway, named for the spindly 
mountain range it traverses, was a major feat when it was 
built in the 1950s to 1970s. Now, the Chinese government 
has invested about $2 billion to rebuild a nearly 160-mile 
stretch of highway to replace the old Karakoram road 
between the towns of Havelian and Raikot”
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Z
ong 4G’s New Hope Volunteers visited the 
Bint-e-Fatima old age home in Karachi to 
spend a day with the elderly. Bint-e-Fatima 
old home (trust) is a non-governmental & 

non-profit organization providing shelter to senior cit-
izens and gender-based violence survivors (women 
accompanied by children and girls). Zong 4G New 
Hope Volunteers have been visiting the old age home 
time and time again, in hopes of  creating a positive 
impact on their lives. This activity was focused on 
leaving the elderly at Bint-e-Fatima with a sense of  
love and respect through conversation and connec-
tion. 

The volunteers held a meeting and greeted with 
the inhabitants of  the old age home, to establish a 
sense of  belonging and trust. The elderly then shared 
their individual stories with the New Hope Volun-

teers. The volunteers handed over care packages 
which included flowers, soft food, grocery items, hy-
giene kits, and gifts along with fans for the establish-
ment.  

The volunteers held a detailed discussion with the 
management to get a sense of  how the old home was 
looked after and appreciated them for all their hard 
work, of  providing a safe, reliable space for the eld-
erly. 

Zong 4G spokesperson said, “As part of  our mis-
sion of  outreach to the marginalized strata of  our so-

ciety, Zong 4G’s New Hope Volunteers visited the 
Bint-e-Fatima old-age home in Karachi. Through 
these visits we are aiming to impart a sense of  ac-

ceptance and hope for various displaced groups 
though both financial and emotional support”. 

Pakistan’s No. 1 network has been constantly 
working on social causes to spread happiness and 
hope, with activities aiming to empower and boost a 
sense of  joy amongst such marginalized groups. 

On the other hand, Zong 4G marked the diversity 

and inclusion by celebrating the cultures of  China 
and Pakistan with great zest and fervor. The festivities 
held at Zong Headquarter in Islamabad were an 
amalgamation of fun and activities for cultural aware-
ness and appreciation. Traditional cuisines from both 
cultures were also served, enabling employees to fully 
immerse themselves and understand the significance 
of  the diverse cultures at Zong 4G. 

A large number of  employees wore Pakistani and 
Chinese dresses to showcase their respective tradi-
tional attires and spent the day learning about cul-
tures from both countries. 

Speaking at the occasion, Chairman and CEO 
Zong 4G, Mr. Wang Hua said, “As a truly multicul-
tural organization, our culture day is a manifestation 
of  our cultural values.” 

We aim at not only emphasizing on our different 
cultural values and sharing respect, but also bringing 
about a constant reminder of  how we are promoting 
three main Cultural pillars of  Collaboration, Open-
ness, and Innovation.”  

The event resonated with Zong 4G’s commitment 
to go above and beyond when it comes to champi-
oning the cultural diversity, inclusion and providing 
an opportunity to its employees to celebrate their 
achievements in growing Zong 4G as Pakistan’s lead-
ing telecommunication Network. n 

42

“Bint-e-Fatima old home (trust) is a non-governmental & non-profit organization providing 
shelter to senior citizens and gender-based violence survivors (women accompanied by 
children and girls). Zong 4G New Hope Volunteers have been visiting the old age home 
time and time again, in hopes of creating a positive impact on their lives.”
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Zong volunteers spent a day at 
Bint-e-Fatima Old Age Homes 
with the elderly

Zong 4G marked the diver-
sity and inclusion, by cele-

brating the cultures of China 
and Pakistan with great zest 

and fervor. The festivities 
held at Zong Headquarters 
in Islamabad were an amal-
gamation of fun and activi-
ties for cultural awareness 

and appreciation.





Q
ualcomm, the world's biggest wireless 
chipmaker, had given another remark-
able product before the year ends, the 
Snapdragon 865 processor.  

Qualcomm unveiled its newest product during 
a press conference in Hawaii. At this event, the 
company introduced the different specialties of  865 
and how different it is to their other processors like 
the latest Snapdragon 765. 

At the same time, they've also shared the vari-
ous mobile phone providers that will make 865 
their main processors for their flagship devices in 
the year 2020. Two of  them are China-based com-
panies like Xiaomi and Oppo; America's Motorola; 
and Finland's Nokia.  

According to the representatives' of  the compa-
nies, having Qualcomm Snapdragon 865 that sup-
ports 5G as their processor will give a boost to the 
rising of  5G phones over the next coming years.  

Xioami and Oppo having partnered with Qual-
comm is no longer a surprising announcement for 
most tech experts as the parent company of  Xi-
aomi and Oppo represents the 10 percent share of  
Qualcomm, amounting to $24.2 billion. Other 
companies that shared revenues with Qualcomm 
are Apple and Samsung.  

Xiaomi's Vice Chairman Bin Lin said that the 
Snapdragon 865 will be in the company's Mi 10 
flagship phone that will be launched in the first 

quarter of  2020. 
"For the whole year next year, we will launch 

more than 10 devices running 5G, starting with 
premium tier, then mid-tier," said Lin.  

Meanwhile, Alen Wu, Oppo's president of  
global sales, shared their plan with Qualcomm that 
involves having their processor in their flagship 
phone in 2020 and inputting their Reno 3 Pro with 
the Snapdragon 765G.  

"In 2020, there's going to be a new wave of  the 
explosive growth of  5G phones," said Wu through 
a translator.  

HMD Product Chief  Juho Sarvikas said that 
Nokia warmly aims to give 5G phones a different 
take for the consumers as they are willing to give 
their 5G phones at affordable prices compared to 
other companies. 

Meanwhile, President Sergio Buniac of  Mo-
torola said that they will use both 865 and 765G to 
their flagship devices to promote the usage of  5G 
in phone technology.  

Snapdragon 865 offers 25% higher power effi-
ciency and performance compared to other proces-
sors. Apart from that, 865 also allows more HDR 
display as high as 144 hertz—much higher com-
pared to the normal processors having 90–120 
hertz display. What's more interesting on this chip 
is its effect on the camera.  

Snapdragon 865 can process up to two gigapix-

els of  data and capture 200 megapixels that can 
produce the largest photo using a mobile phone.  

"Qualcomm Technologies' work is far from 
done; we want to get 5G into the hands of  every-
one. One of  our main focuses is supporting the ca-
pabilities that will make it possible for more 
operators to launch 5G faster," said Qualcomm 
President Cristiano Amon in a blog post.  

Although Snapdragon 765 and 765G are more 
accessible to cheaper phones, Qualcomm also de-
cided to give its take on 5G. To opt 765G on 5G, 
companies must also purchase Qualcomm's X52 
modem—almost equivalent to 865.  

Apple is expected to release four 5G-capable 
iPhones in 2020, according to a forecast report 
from JPMorgan released. 

According to analysts at JPMorgan, the new 
iPhones will likely roll out in the second half  of  
2020 and come in a number of  sizes, including one 
measuring 5.4 inches, another at 6.7 inches and 
two at 6.1 inches. The report noted the largest 
iPhone will likely have sensor shift technology, al-
lowing for better quality videos and photos when 
capturing motion. 

None of  the projections detailed in the report, 
which are based on supply chain checks, are a cer-
tainty. 

The report's predictions differ a bit from other 
speculation, some of  which suggest the 2020 
iPhone lineup will resemble the 2019 models with 
higher-end iPhones at 5.4 and 6.7-inches and a 
cheaper 6.1-inch phone. 

The report comes as companies including Sam-
sung and OnePlus launch 5G-capable devices and 
carriers such as Verizon, AT&T (which owns 
CNN's parent company WarnerMedia) and T-Mo-
bile work on expanding their 5G networks. 

5G technologies, the next generation of  ultra-
fast wireless connections, is expected to usher in 
more smartphone innovation, including better 
video streaming, and encourage significant tech-
nical advancements, such as connecting self-dri-
ving cars. 

Following the iPhone 11 launching in Sep-
tember, some critics questioned Apple's decision 
to hold off  on launching a 5G-capable device this 
year, arguably giving rivals such as Samsung -- 
with its two existing 5G-capable models -- and 
OnePlus an edge in the market. At a time when 
Apple's smartphone sales are slumping and its 
new models look the same as older models, a 5G 
iPhone could have provided a jolt to the business. 

But Apple's shift away from Qualcomm com-
ponents to those made by Intel over the past cou-
ple of  years reportedly stalled development for 
5G modems in time for this year's cycle. 

The delay may also represent a calculation 
that consumers are not clamoring for 5G just yet. 
It's also worth noting that although Verizon, 
AT&T and T-Mobile are expanding their 5G net-
works in the US, service is still somewhat limited. 

Vivo reportedly plans to launch five 5G smart-
phones in 2020, with particular emphasis on the 
low and mid-range price brackets. The informa-
tion comes via Vivo’s Communications Research 
Institute’s general manager, Qin Fei, who stated 
at a press conference in China that the company 
is now aiming to expand its partnership with 
Qualcomm on 5G devices by introducing more 
affordable devices with 5G features. On this note, 
the company will launch as many as five 5G-
ready handsets next year, all presumably priced 
below the $500. n 
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“5G technologies, the next generation of ultra-fast 
wireless connections, is expected to usher in more 
smartphone innovation, including better video stream-
ing, and encourage significant technical advancements, 
such as connecting self-driving cars.”
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2020 is set to be the 
year of 5G phones 

Qualcomm introduced the 
different specialties of 865 

and how different it is to their 
other processors like the 
latest Snapdragon 765.





T
hanks to 5G technology, airport security 
checks can be completed within seconds, 
band members in different corners of  the 
World can rehearse synchronously, and 

surgeons can operate on patients thousands of  
miles away. All of  the above scenarios are becom-
ing increasingly common in China, as demon-
strated at the 2019 World 5G Convention held in 
Beijing. The convention displayed the most cutting-
edge technologies, products and applications of  
5G. Due to its high bandwidth, low latency and 
boundless connectivity, 5G has opened up infinite 
possibilities for various fields, bringing tremendous 
changes. 

"Suppose that a city is on fire, drones can be im-
mediately sent to fly over the city to collect images 
and transmit them to the cloud through 5G real-
time transmission," said Liu Yi with China Uni-
com at an exhibition booth. 

A city model can be formed instantly and sent 
to the mixed reality (MR) glasses of  rescuers, who 
based on the 360-degree holographic image of  the 
city will command the drones to carry out rescue 
missions and distribute relief  supplies. 

"The MR UAV (Unmanned Aerial Vehicle) 
emergency response system can greatly improve 
disaster relief  efficiency, reduce rescue personnel 
loss and perform highly dangerous operations," Liu 
said. 

Looking retrospectively at the development of  
mobile communication, 2G popularized voice 
communication and text messages among mobile 
phone users; 3G laid the foundation for intelligent 
communication; 4G brought about a revolution to 
people's lifestyles with various applications, mak-
ing short videos, mobile payment and the sharing 
of  economy are  indispensable part of  daily life. 

"The unfolding 5G era integrates the technol-
ogy with artificial intelligence, big data, cloud com-

puting, block chain and so much more for incredi-
ble ways of  better serving human beings," said 
Wang Xiaochu, president of  China Unicom, at the 
convention. 

China has built 113,000 5G base stations and 
the number is expected to reach 130,000 by the end 
of  the year, Miao Wei, minister of  Industry and In-
formation Technology, said while addressing the 
opening ceremony. 

In June, 5G licenses for commercial use were 
granted to China Telecom, China Mobile, China 
Unicom and China Broadcasting Network, mark-
ing the beginning of  a new era in the country's tele-
com industry. Chinese telecom operators officially 
launched 5G services to the public recently. 

"There have been 870,000 subscribers to 5G 
packages, and the development momentum is 
good," said Miao, who noted that 5G is of  great 
significance to promoting the development of  the 
digital economy and its deep integration with the 
real economy. 

"In addition to interpersonal communication, 
the vast majority of  applications will be in areas 
such as the Internet of  vehicles and industrial in-
ternet," Miao said. "China will give full play to its 
institutional and market advantages; promote the 

integration and application of  5G in industrial de-
velopment, information consumption, public serv-
ices, social governance and other areas, to facilitate 
digital transformation." 

In Beijing, Zou Liping, a pediatrician at the 
Chinese PLA General Hospital, performed a "face-
to-face" diagnosis of  patients in Hainan, an island 
province more than 2,600 km to the south of  the 
national capital, based on 5G-enabled high-defi-
nition audio and video transmission and remote 
simulation operation. 

In Shanghai, driverless buses are being tested 
on 12 public roads totaling 37.2 km, relying on 
5G-enabled wireless communication technology 
for vehicles. 

In southwest China's Sichuan Province, stu-
dents at a primary school in Rangtang County are 
learning from top teachers in eastern Zhejiang 
Province through 5G-enabled 4K high-definition 
classes. 

In the border province of  Yunnan, tourists can 
explore the magnificent views via 5G-enabled VR 
panoramic technology, which has become an im-
portant means of  supporting the industrial up-
grade and promotion of  the popular tourist 
destination.n
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“In Beijing, a pediatrician performed a "face-to-face" diagnosis of patients in 
Hainan, an island province more than 2,600 km to the south of the national 
capital, based on 5G-enabled high-definition audio and video transmission and re-
mote simulation operation”
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China accelerates rollout of 5G 
tech to lead the world

Due to its high bandwidth, 
low latency and boundless 

connectivity, 5G has opened 
up infinite possibilities for 

various fields, bringing 
tremendous changes.





T
ecno, the leading Chinese smartphone 
manufacturer has recently launched its 
new smartphone Spark 4 Lite at an ex-
tremely affordable price of  PKR. 14,499 

.This is a latest addition to the company’s mid-
range category and is a successor to the com-
pany’s globally acclaimed Spark series.  

This new phone comes with 6.52 inch dot 
notch screen, magnificently immersive display 
and with perfect screen ratio; you could browse 
more contents with less scrolling. The 4000 mAh 
big battery meets continuous needs of  power sup-
ply for daily work and life. 

Spark 4 Lite is a treat to the budding photog-
raphers and tech-savvies users equipped with 
8MP AI front camera with Flash, selfies taken by 
Spark 4 Lite would be clearer, brighter and more 
charming. 

General Manager Tecno Mobile Pakistan, 
Creek Ma said: “This is our profound intention to 
bring luxury phones in a reasonable budget which 
should be affordable to every common man. With 

this recent launch of  Spark 4 Lite, we are being 
optimistic and expect that it catches the same at-
tention as all other previous phones launched by 
Tecno Mobile Company.” 

Spark 4 Lite is another budget-friendly phone 
having all the luxurious features and is available 
in two colors; Midnight Black and Vacation Blue. 

Spark 4 Lite is available in all leading offline mar-
kets.  

Spark 4 Lite is equipped with 2GB RAM, 
32GB ROM and A22 Quad-core processor. This 
does not only make it an easy to process phone 
but it also gives a spacious memory to keep mul-
tiple apps, pictures and important data safe and 
secured. 

Considering how important the security of  our 
data is, the privacy of  the smartphone matters a 
lot. The Spark 4 Lite features a fast and accurate 
face unlock option which keeps a user’s data se-
cure and sound.  

Being equipped with all the important specifi-
cations and with past record-breaking sales of  
Spark series phones, it is predicted that Spark 4 
Lite will achieve the same heights of  accomplish-
ment.  

Those who are interested in buying this piece 
of  luxury; keep a hook in your nearest market or 
for more detailed product information you can 
visit Tecno official website. n 
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Tecno launches budget-friendly 
smartphone Spark 4 Lite

Spark 4 Lite is a treat to the 
budding photographers and 
tech-savvies users equipped 
with 8MP AI Front Camera 
with Flash, selfies taken by 

Spark 4 Lite would be clearer, 
brighter and more charming

“This is our profound intention to bring luxury phones in a reasonable budget which 
should be affordable to every common man. With this recent launch of Spark 4 Lite, 
we are being optimistic and expect that it catches the same attention as all other 
previous phones launched by Company said GM Tecno Mobile Pakistan Creek Ma”





T
CL, The world’s 2nd largest TV manu-
facturer and Pakistan’s No #1 TV brand 
has launched the latest 4K AI-enabled 
Smart TV set of  the company in the Pak-

istani market. The TCL P8 Smart TV line-up se-
ries running on Android Pie (9.0) comes 
pre-installed with Google Assistant and can per-
form as a smart home hub by monitoring all of  
your IoT-enabled smart devices such as smart 
lights, smart fans, audio devices, and so on.  

P8S 50” 4K panel with thin bezels and metal 
frame 

TCL claims that Google Assistant, AI apps 
and 4 K displays are assisted by all versions. We 
concentrated on the TCL P8S, the flagship model 
with a 50 "bezel-less full-screen layout. During the 
launch event at Nathia Gali, we tested the user in-
terface, audio and picture performance of  the 
Smart TV to understand how TCL managed to 
bring the entire flagship features at such an at-
tractive price point. 

There is no question that the huge 50" screen 
is the highlight of  the flagship P8S Smart TV. The 
4 K display provides 3,840 x 2,160 pixels of  reso-
lution and supports HDR10 content playback. 
The monitor has thin bezels and is framed by a 
metal frame. 

TCL claims that the in-house TV panel is 
smart enough to change the backlight automati-
cally to raise peak brightness for a wider range of  
illumination. The 4 K HDR display provides a 

5000:1 contrast ratio and a 300 nits maximum 
brightness rate, which tends to be somewhat 
lower. 

How does AI works on TCL P8S? 
TCL talked about the AI use-case scenarios in 

the new Smart TV range. The new Smart TVs fea-
ture AI Fairfield technology, which claims to en-
hance the image and sound delivery. The TVs also 
come with a dedicated Sports Mode that essen-
tially tunes the display colors and even the audio 

produced by the 20W down-firing speakers to cre-
ate an immersive stadium-like viewing experience. 

Nonetheless, in a smart home environment, 
the best use of  AI in the new TCL Smart TV array 
can be experienced.  

The new TCL TVs can serve as a hub for all 

IoT-enabled devices to be controlled. You can 
simply give voice commands to the TV via smart 
remote to switch off/on smart lights, fans, smart 
speakers and other smart household appliances. 
(Not in Pakistan at least for now) 

Supports Netflix but Amazon Prime is still 
missing 

Consumers of  Smart TV are switching slowly 
to entertainment streaming platforms such as Net-
flix and Amazon Prime. Notably, DTH networks 
have replaced the good old cable TV over time 
and the media streaming devices are clearly doing 
the same thing to DTH service providers. 

TCL's new Smart TVs support Netflix; how-
ever, the support for Amazon Prime is yet to be 
offered. It's disappointing that even Xiaomi, 
who's doing really well in India's smart TV mar-
ket, wasn't able to offer Mi TV users support for 
Netflix and Amazon Prime. Even the most recent 
Mi TV update fails to provide the leading media 
streaming app support. 

TCL evidently has an advantage over Mi TVs 
as the new P8 Smart TV series is pre-installed 
with the Netflix app, the audience's most popular 
media streaming application. 

Hardware and software 
The new TCL P8 Smart TV line-up runs out 

of  the box on Android Pie (9.0). The user inter-
face is quite user-friendly and I was delighted to 
see the new remote smart TV offering ease of  use. 
The remote TV gets a dedicated Netflix button 
and also takes voice commands on new TVs to 
monitor the built-in Google Assistant. 

As far as hardware is concerned, the P8S has 
2GB RAM, supports Dolby audio with 5.1 sur-
round sound (2 X 10W down-firing speakers) and 
has 16GB in-built memory. There's no concrete 
information about the underlying CPU that pow-
ers up the new P8S Smart TV by TCL. The com-
pany's official website mentions that the P8S 
features Mali 470x3 600-800MHz GPU and 
A55*4 1.1 GHz chipset. 

Connectivity 
The P8S flagship Smart TV offers connectiv-

ity with Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, 2x USB 2.0 ports, 1 x 
headphone jack, A / V In, SPDIF, 3 x HDMI 
port, and MHL support. 

Verdict 
TCL's latest 4 K AI-enabled smart TVs based 

on Android Pie, at an attractive price, deliver 4 K 
displays and IoT support. If  you want a big-screen 
TV for your living room and don't want to spend 
a fortune, the P8S 4 K Smart TV can be a very 
good option. n 
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TCLs P8S: Vivid 
colors, Google AI and 
entertainment 
powerhouse

“The new P8 Smart TV range consists of two categories 
for Pakistan -the P8S flagship and P8. The review we are 
doing is for P8S 50’’ with the price tag of PKR 96,999”





Islamabad: Jazz has set up 
a state-of-the-art usability test-
ing lab called ‘Jazz xlr8 Xperi-
ence Hub’ (Xperience Hub) at 
the National Incubation Center 
(NIC). The first of  its kind fa-
cility is a testament to the fact 
that Jazz always has its 60 mil-
lion+ customers as its focus. 
The lab allows for in-depth us-
ability studies and marketing 
communications testing to en-
hance the customer experience 
of  products & services. 

“As digital leaders, we do 
more than just run a viable 
business. This lab is proof  of  
Jazz’s customer-first agenda 
and fulfills our promise of  pro-
viding ease to our 60 million+ 
customers,” said Aamir 
Ibrahim, Chief  Executive Offi-
cer at Jazz, after inaugurating 
the Xperience Hub at the NIC. 

The Xperience Hub will 
serve as a center of  excellence 
for testing customer-facing dig-
ital platforms using global tech-

niques and will also act as a key 
facility provided to Jazz xlr8 
startups under the company’s 
group-wide “Make Your 
Mark” program.  

“Internationally, usability 

testing is considered to be one 
of  the best ways to gain insights 
about an existing or early-stage 
design of  a product. Through 
the Jazz xlr8 Xperience Hub 
we can gain customer insights 

with interactive mockups or 
nearly finished products using 
best-in-class eye-tracking and 
heat mapping technologies” 
said Aamer Ejaz, Chief  Digital 
& Strategy Officer at Jazz, 

while talking about the facility.  
Usability testing is the eval-

uation of  a product by testing 
it on potential users. The goal 
is to gather as much feedback 
as possible and as early as pos-
sible during the product’s de-
velopment stage. Products 
utilizing the Xperience Hub 
will be able to offer the best 
customer experience by listen-
ing to what the actual cus-
tomer has to say and by 
observing product usage be-
havior. 

The testing will embody 
scientific rigor, digital analytics 
and customer feedback 
throughout the product devel-
opment stages, while the facil-
ity can be configured to test 
just about any product or serv-
ice that Jazz is working on, 
and is designed keeping in 
mind realistic environments 
and with minimum branding 
to allow for unbiased and ac-
curate results.n 
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Jazz xlr8 launches Xperience Hub - A cutting edge 
usability testing facility

 

Lahore: Infinix, the lead-
ing smartphone brand has 
shown its customer-centric 
mindset by adding M&P as 
their authorized service cen-
ters across Pakistan. Now In-
finix users can not only get 
their after-sales services from  
CarlCare, but also any M&P 
shop will serve as a service 
center or a drop of  point for 
Infinix users. This added con-
venience is bound to enhance 
the level of  service provided to 
Infinix users.  

All the customers and 
dealers can visit or send their 
devices directly to any author-
ized M&P service center and 

get specialized services. This is 
a great step taken by Infinix to 
make the user experience con-
venient and better than before.  

The authorized M&P serv-
ice centers are located in La-
hore, Karachi, Islamabad, 

Hyderabad, Multan, 
Rawalpindi, Faisalabad, and 
Peshawar. Infinix has chosen 
M&P for its remarkable image 
in the market. M&P provides 
the highest quality of  sales, 
warehousing, and distribution 
services and assures opera-
tional performance, consis-
tency, services, and solutions.  

Joe Hu, the country head 
for Infinix Pakistan com-
mented on this recent partner-
ship and said “We at Infinix 
are driven with consumer-cen-
tric philosophy in terms of  in-
novation in our products and 
customer experience. Keeping 
in view our philosophy we are 

providing our customers with 
improved customer services 
by making the after-sales facil-
ity more convenient in collab-
oration with M&P”. 

Now that Infinix is already 
topping the list of  the most 
used phones, this new collab-
oration will further improve 
the brand image by bringing 
accountability and will also 
help strengthen the relation-
ship between the brand and 
the users. Apart from that, this 
kind of smooth customer serv-
ice operation intends to in-
crease market share by 
nurturing the overall growth 
of  Infinix in Pakistan. 

Like always, Infinix is 
striving to provide the best 
services to its users and with 
this partnership, the customer 
service will improve and it 
will be easier for the cus-
tomers to get premium after-
sales services.  

Infinix is a rapidly emerg-
ing brand in Pakistan and at 
this partnership with M&P for 
customer services will in-
crease the credibility of  the 
brand in the market. This 
milestone between Infinix and 
M&P will create a positive im-
pact in terms of  sales and has-
sle-free friendly user 
experience.  n     

Infinix and CarlCare join hands with M&P to provide 
unmatched after-sale services

Islamabad: Pakistan 
Telecommunication Company 
Limited (PTCL) hosts its first 
ever ‘Digital Learning 
Hackathon 2019’, at a special 
event organized at PTCL 
Academy in Islamabad.  

The initiative is launched to 
enhance capacity building of  
PTCL employees through in-
troduction of  the Harvard 
Manage Mentor (HMM), 
which is a globally recognized 
online learning program.  

PTCL employees were pro-
vided with digital learning mod-
ules that helped them devise 

careful conceptualization, strat-
egy, accuracy and real-time solu-
tions for business cases. The 
Hackathon consisted of insight-

ful presentations given by the par-
ticipants, where the best solutions 
would be considered for incorpo-
rating into the company 

processes.  
Speaking on the occasion, 

Syed Mazhar Hussain, Chief 
Human Resource Officer, PTCL, 

said, “PTCL is at the forefront of 
supporting its massive workforce 
in order to meet its learning ob-
jectives. We aspire to provide 
quality opportunities to our em-
ployees to build the business acu-
men and prowess. Furthermore, 
these learning interventions will 
help in developing the skill-set of 
employees to achieve overall or-
ganizational excellence.” 

Introduction of Harvard 
Manage Mentor at PTCL, will 
provide world-class content with 
flexible digital platforms to fur-
ther enhance the positive work 
culture at the company. n 

PTCL hosts its first ‘Digital Learning Hackathon 2019’
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Islamabad: Emerging as 
the market leader for the third 
consecutive year, JazzCash 
proudly announces an active 
base that now stands at over 7 
Million users. JazzCash is fast 
becoming the most popular 
and trusted digital financial 
services brand in Pakistan.  

Transaction values have 
also increased by 42% com-
pared to the previous year and 
have crossed the PKR 1 tril-
lion mark; customers carried 
out 0.5 billion transactions 
through the service. 

On this occasion Jazz 
CEO Aamir Ibrahim said, 
“JazzCash offers its users di-

versified financial services 
aimed at meeting their evolv-

ing financial needs. The trac-
tion we have gained in terms 
of  the number of  active users, 
the value and the volume of  
transactions is evidence that 
we have both made headway 
in terms of  enhancing finan-

cial inclusion and also gained 
customer trust.” 

JazzCash is on a mission 
to provide every Pakistani ac-
cess to a range of  financial 
services through secure and 
accessible channels with an 
easy to use USSD menu, user-
friendly mobile app and over 

80,000 agent touchpoints for 
transactions. With a growing 
number of  subscribers using 
JazzCash for their day-to-day 
transactions, Pakistan is visi-
bly progressing towards finan-
cial inclusion and upward 
economic mobility of  com-
munities.  

The team at JazzCash is 
currently working on bringing 
more exciting features to be a 
part of  their mobile account 
especially on the digital front, 
which is the JazzCash App. 
JazzCash App allows users 
from all networks to become a 
part of  Pakistan’s most trusted 
and used mobile account. n

JazzCash monthly active subscribers cross 7 million 

Islamabad: Special Commu-
nications Organization (SCO), a 
telecom operator in Azad 
Jammu & Kashmir and Gilgit 
Baltistan, has named Director, 
actor and model Usman 
Mukhtar as its Digital Ambas-
sador. 

Usman Mukhtar will be en-
gaged in various media activities 
to endorse SCO’s digital and 
tourism initiatives. 

This was announced after a 
contract signing ceremony at 
SCO HQ. Maj Gen Ali Farhan, 
HI (M) DG SCO and other offi-
cials of SCO were present on the 
occasion. 

Maj Gen Ali Farhan, HI 
(M) DG SCO said: Empower-
ing our communities with new 
digital means has always been 
the focus of SCO and that’s why 
we have chosen Mr. Usman 
Mukhtar, who has a strong in-
fluence on social media and ac-
tive interest in social services. 

In order to keep the audi-
ence intact and to form a bond 
between the subscribers and the 
company, SCO moved forward 
towards onboarding a Digital 
Ambassador. SCO has a signifi-
cant digital standing and man-
ages to strike the set target 
audience.n 

SCO appoints 
Usman Mukhtar as 

its Digital 
AmbassadorIslamabad: Telenor Micro-

finance Bank’s APPCON 2019 
is a digital application develop-
ment initiative for aspiring in-
dividuals in the country. The 
event invited submissions from 
leading universities across the 
country. 3 teams were short-
listed from FAST, IBA and 
NUST with the winners given 
cash prizes and an opportunity 
to qualify for the final round of  
the Management Trainee/In-
ternship Program 2020.  

The digital infrastructure of  
Pakistan is transforming at a 
rapid pace with the applica-
tions market showing the great-
est promise. APPCON was 
organized to promote the 
young talent in the country and 
provide them the opportunities 
that they can’t get from other 

sources. The competitors were 
given three categories to submit 

application proposals on 
namely Chat, Friend Finders 
and Task Manager Applica-
tions. The competition was 
judged by senior representa-
tives from Telenor Microfi-
nance Bank. 1st prize was won 
by the team from FAST which 
came with prize money of  

PKR 175,000. The 2nd prize of  
PKR 125,000 went to ‘Project 

Sam’ from IBA and the 3rd 
prize of  PKR 75,000 was won 
by Team Kazam from NUST. 
The winners were shortlisted 
from a pool of  45 registrations 
that came from institutes like 
LUMS, GIK, IBA and NUST 
etc.  

Sharing her thoughts on the 

APPCON, Pouruchisty Sid-
hwa, Chief  Human Resources 
Officer, Telenor Microfinance 
Bank said: “Pakistan is one of  
the countries in the world that 
is considered a hub for tal-
ented individuals who have 
the ability to bring revolu-
tionary changes in their rele-
vant fields. We’ve seen 
glimpses of  this potential on 
numerous international and 
national stages. This initiative 
was an effort by Telenor Mi-
crofinance Bank to highlight 
these individuals and provide 
them with the resources they 
would need to make their vi-
sions a reality. We believe 
that people make organiza-
tions and they are the force 
that drives countries towards 
prosperity.”n

Telenor Microfinance Bank arranges APPCON 
2019 for young digital leaders

SCO & Zong team up to 
improve telecom services
Islamabad: Special Com-

munications Organization 
(SCO) and China Mobile Pak-
istan (Zong) have been en-

gaged for their business 
collaboration on the provision 
of  telecommunication serv-
ices to connect people in re-
mote areas of  Azad Jammu & 
Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan. 

The improved telecom 
connectivity is paying large 
dividends for the socio-eco-
nomic development of  the 

country. SCO and Zong have 
vowed to further strengthen 
their business ties by capital-
izing on each other’s experi-

ence and expertise. 
In this purview, various av-

enues of  cooperation have 
been explored where business 
collaboration can be ex-
tended. This arrangement will 
benefit the people as synergies 
of  two potent telecom opera-
tors will improve the quality 
of  services. n

Islamabad: In its continu-
ous efforts to curtail grey tele-
phone trafficking, PTA Zonal 
Office, Karachi carried out a 
successful raid, in coordination 
with FIA in Karachi. 

The raid was conducted at 
a locked house in PECHS, 
Shahrah-e-Faisal Karachi. 1 
HP server i-e internet to PSTN 
gateway, 2 laptops and two 
switches: HP & TP link were 
confiscated during the raid.  

The successful raids against 
the grey operators were con-
ducted possible because of  
continuous monitoring, proac-
tive and persistent efforts by 
PTA and cooperation of  FIA 
in curbing grey traffic.n 

Illegal gateway ex-
change raided in 

Karachi

Islamabad: TCL has 
launched its flagship experi-
ence centre in Islamabad lo-
cated in Roshan Centre, 
Jinnah Avenue, Blue Area. 
This store will act as a central 
location to provide consumers 
in the capital city with an en-
hanced experience of  TCL 
products in a premium envi-
ronment. n 

ITCL launches flag-
ship store in 
Islamabad

Allied Bank partners with 
Golootlo

Islamabad:Karachi: Al-
lied Bank Limited has signed 
an agreement to offer 
Golootlo discounts via 
myABL Digital Banking App 
and UPI-PayPak Co-Badged 
Debit Cards. Golootlo is 
Pakistan’s major discount 

service provider with al-
liances available nationwide 

The agreement was 
signed by Muhammad 
Zaman, Group Head Digital 
Banking Allied Bank, and 

Muhammad Fahad Mah-
mood, CEO Decagon Pak-
istan (Private). 

The signing ceremony 
was also attended by Tahir 
Hassan Qureshi – CEO Al-
lied Bank, Mujahid Ali – 
Chief  ITG Allied Bank, So-

hail Aziz  – Chief  DBG Al-
lied Bank and Nadeem 
Haroon – Country Manager 
UnionPay International 
along with other officials 
from both sides. n
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Lahore: Telenor Microfi-
nance Bank (TMB) announced 
that it was relocating its head 
office to a new purpose built 
location on main Khayaban e 
Nishat, Defence Housing Au-
thority, Karachi. The Bank’s 
head office was previously lo-
cated at K.C.H.S Union. The 
move comes in wake of  the 
Bank’s expanding customer 
base and services and the new 
location will serve the purpose 
effectively. 

A ribbon cutting ceremony 
was held at the occasion in the 
presence of  Board Members as 
well as the Leadership Team of 
the Bank. The executives were 
then taken on a tour of  the 
new office highlighting the var-
ious facilities and features that 
will be provided to the staff. 

Expressing their views, the 
senior Leadership Team mem-
bers appreciated the direction 

in which the organization was 
headed and reiterated that 
TMB would remain dedicated 
in providing the best and most 
innovative services to its cus-
tomers in the future. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Mohammad MudassarAqil, 
President & CEO, Telenor Mi-
crofinance Bank, instilled new 
motivation in the team stating: 

“Telenor Microfinance 

Bank has always been at the 
forefront when it comes to 
serving its customers. How-
ever, the real success of  an or-
ganization is in how well it 
treats its employees. This new 
office is a personification of  
that vision. A change of  envi-
ronment is important and we 
hope the freshly built premises 
with modern interior and facil-
ities will help provide a re-

newed spirit to our team mem-
bers to continue their journey 
towards transforming the fi-
nancial landscape of  Pak-
istan.” 

Also sharing his views on 
this major development, Irfan-
Wahab Khan, Chairman Te-
lenor Microfinance Bank and 
Head of Emerging Asia cluster 
Telenor Group, said, “The re-
location of  Telenor Microfi-
nance Bank head office to a 
new purpose-built building is a 
sheer proof  of  the organiza-
tion’s movement in the right di-
rection. It’s a big step forward 
for the Bank as it reflects the 
expansion of  business opera-
tions and a heightened de-
mand for the Bank’s 
innovative financial solutions. 
Telenor Microfinance Bank’s 
decade-long journey has been 
full of  noteworthy achieve-
ments and this development 

simply adds to that growing 
list.” 

In addition to the reloca-
tion of  Karachi headquarters, 
Telenor Microfinance Bank’s 
Islamabad office has also been 
moved from the old location 
of  sector F-11 to the new one 
in the city’s bustling G-10 sec-
tor. There too, the movement 
has taken place in response to 
the growing business and ex-
panding the footprint of  the 
Bank’s products and services. 

Telenor Microfinance 
Bank Limited is Pakistan’s 
leading microfinance institu-
tion having a distribution net-
work of  over 130 thousand 
agents and 177 touch points 
nationwide. It provides micro-
finance and related financial 
services to the underprivileged 
and unbanked segment of  the 
country, with an aim to em-
power societies.  n

Telenor Microfinance Bank inaugurates new head office

Lahore: Samsung Elec-
tronics Pakistan and LUMS 
have joined hands to support 
and empower social start-ups 
contributing towards the 
achievement of  the United Na-
tions Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs). Through 
this collaboration, Samsung 
and LUMS aim to accelerate 
start-ups delivering on their 
full entrepreneurial potential 
and create a positive impact.  

The official MoU signing 
ceremony for the collaboration 
took place at the National In-

cubation Centre Lahore 
(NICL). The MoU was signed 
by Roy Chang, Managing Di-
rector Samsung Electronics 
Pakistan, and Dr. Arshad 
Ahmad, Vice Chancellor 
LUMS.  

Speaking on the occasion, 
Chang said, “Everything we 
design and create at Samsung, 
anticipates human behaviour 
and solves a problem, clearly. 
At every touch-point, con-
sumers feel that an experience 
is built around them, not the 
other way round. Samsung is 
determined in its quest for in-
novation that inspires mean-
ingful human progress and 
that’s the culture we want to 
promote through this initiative 
to contribute towards a more 
innovation-driven economy 

and solving key local chal-
lenges identified by the United 
Nations.” 

Addressing the gathering, 
Dr. Ahmad said, “For a com-
pany like Samsung to choose 
LUMS to collaborate with is a 
great privilege and we are very 
grateful for this. Entrepreneur-
ship is a way of  thinking and 
that thinking is fueled by fu-
sion across disciplines. The 
agenda we have for the next 
five years is to fuse together 
other disciplines with science 
and engineering and we call 
that a no-borders agenda and 
partnership with industry is 
critical to make this successful. 
We can’t solve any of  Pak-
istan’s challenges or problems 
if  we don’t work together.” n

Samsung & LUMS sign MoU to accelerate so-
cial start-ups in Pakistan

Islamabad: IG C&IT Lt-
Gen Ali Amir Awan HI (M) 
visited Special Communica-
tions Organization (SCO) re-
cently. On his arrival, he was 
received by Director-General 
SCO Major-General Ali 
Farhan, Hilal-e-Imtiaz (Mili-
tary). CEO ZTE Wang Lei 
was also present at the occa-
sion. IG C&IT chaired the 
briefing at the SCO where he 

was briefed regarding the on-
going projects including Next 
Generation Mobile System 
(NGMS) and Pak China Opti-
cal Fiber Cable (OFC) project.  

Later he inaugurated 
NGMS Disaster Recovery Site 
and was given a detailed brief-
ing on the facilities available at 
the site. The IG appreciated the 
work done by SCO and its 
management. He also ex-

pressed his satisfaction over the 
professional standards main-
tained by the organization. He 
further said that SCO is work-
ing to connect rural areas 
through fiber and wireless solu-
tions to make networks ready 
for 5G, the roadmap to digital 
transformation requires collab-
oration between all parties, in-
cluding vendors like ZTE and 
other service providers.   n

IG C&IT inaugurates NGMS DR site at SCO

Karachi: HMD Global, the 
home of  Nokia phones, an-
nounced the Nokia C1, a 
smartphone designed to enter-
tain – anytime, anywhere. Fea-
turing an impressive 5.45” 
display, fans can watch their 

favourite videos and listen to 
music with ease. With lighter 
apps and less bloatware, you 
are able to store up to 3,000 
songs or 24 hours of  videos for 
offline consumption, cutting 

down on data usage. Combined 
with all-day battery life, you’ll 
have enough power to keep you 
watching, listening and talking 
from sunrise to sunset. Arif  
Shafique, Head of  Near East, 
HMD Global said: “We are 
thrilled to welcome Nokia C1 
to our fans in Pakistan. Nokia 
C1 is a smartphone that echoes 
Nokia brand’s values of  quality, 
reliability and ease of  use. This 
sleek device provides a seamless 
experience powered by An-
droidTM 9 Pie (Go edition) for 
an optimized storage so our 
fans can enjoy their favourite 
content on the go. Nokia C1 is 
a truly unique affordable 3G al-
ternative that offers a combina-
tion of  a large 5.45” screen and 
all-day battery life”. n

Nokia launches quality smart-
phone C1 in Pakistan

Islamabad: National As-
sembly Standing Committee 

on IT & Telecommunication 
visited NTC HQs G-5/2 Is-
lamabad. Managing Director 
NTC, Brig. (R) Viqar Rashid 
Khan briefed about ICT Serv-
ices, being offered by NTC. 

NTC’s performance and 
capabilities were highlighted in 
the briefing during which 
Chairman and members asked 
various questions which were 
answered in detailed by MD 

NTC Brig. (R) Viqar Rashid 
Khan. NTC informed about its 

network coverage and cyber 
security platform. The IT 
Committee was also briefed 
that NTC has established an 
international standard Tier III 
Cloud based National Data 
Centre from its own funds and 
providing state of  the art serv-
ices in a secure environment. 
The Committee appreciated 
the initiatives and performance 
of  NTC.n

NA panel’s members briefed on 
NTC performance
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