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Foreign team
praised Pakistani
investigation
team to plane
crash incident

Zubair Kasuri Editor-in-Chief 0321-519 7777

) ) ) ) Sardar Fakhar Ali Advocate Editor Coordinator 0300-940 8349
It is good omen that the foreign technical team expressed its

confidence in the Pakistani investigation team probing the crash incident. Matin Haider Resident Editor Islamabad 0333-525 2553
The 11-member technical team of Airbus includes Airbus company
representatives and members from France, Germany, UK and other

. L . . . Usman Yaqoob Director Marketing 0300-400 0640
countries have completed its investigation into the Pakistan International Syed Farhat Ali Manager Marketing 0300-055 2656
Airlines (PIA) flight PK-8303 plane crash that took place in Karachi on
May 22.

PIA flight PK-8303 suffered a tragic air crash in Karachi, killing 97 Zafar Khan Afridi Senior Graphic Designer
people on board while two passengers survived miraculously. Under the
international aviation rules, the BEA, the French air safety investigation Azhar Javed General Manager

authority joined the Pakistan-led inquiry because the 15-year-old jet was
designed in France.

The Airbus team also praised Pakistani investigation team and said Umair Shafqat Advocate  Legal Panel
Rasool Ahmad Advocate 0300-055 2656

the team v‘{as carr?flng out. the investigations in a professional manner Shahid Hussain Awan 0322 / 0300-948 0908
and following the international standards. Mirza Nabeel Tahir 0321-520 7551

Drone cameras used during the investigation at the site and team use
forensics to probe the crash.
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The flight data recorder (FDR) records time, altitude, airspeed, Umar Shafqat Tax Consultant 0323-426 2291
heading, and aircraft attitude and other in-flight characteristics.
o The cockpit voice recorder (CVR) is a device used to record the audio Lahore Office
- EE environment in the flight deck for accidents and incident investigation House# 46 J-Block Gulberg Ill, Lahore-Pakistan. Ph: +92-42-35880183
2\ ~% purposes.
g It records and stores the audio signals of the microphones and . ) )
. , . . . Ali Hassan Manager Social Media 0323-497 2029
earphones of the pilots' headsets and of an area microphone installed in Ahmed Ali Manager Marketing Mix FM 100 0300-055 2653
the cockpit. Rizwan Farooq ~ Manager Circulation Islamabad 0321-554 7009
The team conducted a forensic examination of the aircraft wreckage Shoaib Ahmed  Tech Reporter 0320-858 0352

and also collected different parts of the plane that would help in
identifying the cause of the crash.
The team also visited the radar centre at the Jinnah International

Registration No. PCPB/106

) ) (Vol. 16 Issue: 25) | Price Rs: 500
Airport and the runaway and reviewed the arrangements made for the www.flare.pk | Email: flare.mag@gmail.com

landing and take-off of the planes, inspected the equipment in the radar

room.

The team then visited the control tower and reviewed the code of
conduct followed after receiving an emergency call.

Airbus technical advisers will prepare an initial report of the plane
crash in France while work on decoding data from the flight recorder
and cockpit voice recorder. Some members of the Pakistani investigation
team will also travel to France for the decoding of the equipment.

Colour Sepration:
Fotoscan Process, 25-C Lower Mall, Lahore. Ph: 042-37111906, 37234042

Zubair Ahmed Kasuri, (Editor-in-Chief) publisher of FLARE
Business News Magazine published from House No. 46, Block J,
Gulberg lll, Lahore.
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PUBG’s menace

PUBG, an online game, 15 the most common one played by
people in Pakistan as well as all over the world. However,
due to certain actions and moves in the game that are
psychologically harmful, Chinese and Indian governments
have banned this game in their countries. Besides, the
children who are addicted to playing PUBG Game have
shown symptoms of unacceptable social behaviour. For
instance, prolonged exposure to the game make children
always think about war situations and battles. Moreover,
they do not stop empathising with fellow beings, nor do they
intend to help their peers in the time of need. According to
the world health organisation’s 2018 report, addiction to
games is a mental disorder.

Furthermore, people who played PUBG game also suffered
from such problems as strain on the eyes, migraine and
obesity. Also, the game is one of the leading causes of poor
sleep and exposure to inhaling drugs. A weird fact is that
there 15 a separate hospital for PUBG addicts in India. We
cannot afford another burden on the national health in the
form of PUBG addiction. Therefore, the government of
Pakistan should ban the game as soon as possible.

Afsheen Taj Mohammad, Peshawar

Sugar inquiry report
g quiry rej

Again another report on sugar inquiry talks of the down
whether government will take stern action against them or
refer to NAB for further inquiry like previous case. The
federal cabinet decided to make the inquiry report of the sugar
inquiry commission public, which revealed that the major
sugar mills groups — including those owned by PTI focal
person Jahangir Tareen, PML-Q senior leader and MNA
Moonis Elahi and the Sharif family — had under-reported sales
and committed fraud using different tactics.

Alliance Sugar Mill from Rahim Yar Khan partially owned by
PML-Q senior leader Moonis Elahi showed that between 2014
and 2018, it made a systematic cut of 11 to 14 percent of the
amount it owed to the farmers, which translated to Rs 970
million. It was a huge blow for the farmers.

JDW Sugar Mills in which Jahangir Tareen owned 21 percent
shares, he said according to the report, the mill management
was involved in double booking, under-reporting and
over-invoicing. It under-invoiced sales from bagasse and
molasses, which resulted in 25 percent cost inflation. The mill
was involved in forward sales, satta and benami sales.
Al-Arabiya Sugar Mills owned by Salman Shehbaz Sharif was
also audited, which found to be involved in a fraud of Rs 400
million through informal receipts and market manipulation.

Waleed Akhthar. Lahore

Milk and health

COVID-19 politics

While leaders of other countries have forged unity and
decided to confront the COVID-19 pandemic through
cooperation and coordination, in Pakistan, our politicians,
as usual, seem to have locked horns on this 1ssue too. Our
leaders instead of forging unity and fighting this menace as
one, have politicised the issue and entered a war for petty
political gains. They are oblivious of the fact that this
disease affects everyone without discrimination. Our
leaders need to shun their prejudices, grudges and
differences while coming together to come up with
strategies that help minimize the spread of the virus and
keep the marginalized class afloat. The Prime Minister, the
leader of the opposition and other parliamentarians need to
contemplate as to why and how this terrible disease surged
in our country when it is easing down in others. The
leaders need to do something if they want to be
remembered in a good way in the pages of history.

Raja Shafaatullah, Islamabad

Deregulation of oil prices

The world is going through an unprecedented time since the
outbreak of coronavirus (Covid-19) disease. The Covid-19
pandemic has particularly hit the international oil market
hard and the world oil prices have fallen sharply in
response to plummeting demand in the wake of the
outbreak. However, the Pakistan government could not
make good use of international oil prices and has miserably
failed to strengthen and build up its oil reserves by
importing oil available at rock-bottom prices. The
government has reduced the oil prices to some extent, but
the reduction was offset by imposing an added petroleum
levy on POL products.

Since the government has now started easing lockdown
measures to provide immediate relief for small businesses,
it also needs to take some strategic decisions to support the
crisis-hit local oil and gas industry through sustainable oil
pricing policies. The best option could be to deregulate oil
prices given the fact that the state-controlled oil prices have
both short and long-term devastating consequences for an
oil-dependent economy like ours. Deregulation will help
address the supply chain issues and will smoothen oil
companies’ costs and profit margins. This could also help
oil refineries to invest in further expansions and upgrades
and OMCs would also be able to expand their storage
capacity as well as retail networks to meet the growing
energy needs of the country.

Farhan Danish, Karachi

Milk is a source of strength and is, by itself, a balanced diet, based on fats, carbohydrates, and proteins. Milk also contains
calcium, iron for that matter.

Studies have found that on an average, 2 cups of milk every day give 27 percent RDA (Recommended Dietary Allowance) of
protein to the human body.

Raw milk, on the other hand, is high in fats and bacteria. Therefore, there is a need for packaged milk. Packaged milk is processed
which balances the fats and increases its effectiveness. When loose milk goes through a lab process where it is pasteurized and
then packaged, it is ideal for human consumption. In pasteurization, heating helps to kill off the bacteria.

Another process is to guarantee the quality of milk is homogenization, which helps to dispense fat content in milk. Packaged milk
does lose some nutrients but it is still safer than raw milk due to bacteria elimination. Pakistan has high dairy produce.
Mevertheless, the people’s consumption of packaged milk is very low and they mostly consume loose milk, which can be the cause
of several diseases. This situation needs to be looked for a healthy population.

Nuzcir A. Virani, Karachi

Write us at: flare. mag@gmail.com

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,
we are publishing only few selected letters.
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Pakistan builds Diamer-Bhasha
dam to overcome loadshedding

The dam’s construction would create 16,500 jobs and utilize huge quantity of cement

and steel, which would give boost to the industry, besides its main purposes of water

storage and producing 4600 MW of cheap and affordable electricity for meeting

energy requirements of the country

P e

he PTI-led government granted a contract

worth Rs 442 billion ($5.85 billion) to a con-

sortium of Chinese and Pakistani compa-

nies for construction of a major dam to cope
with the country's growing energy requirements. The
contract was signed at a ceremony in the capital Is-
lamabad between the Water and Power Development
Authority (WAPDA), and a joint venture of Power
China, and Frontier Works Organization — a subsidiary
of Pakistan’s Army — for construction of a diversion
system, main dam, and access bridge of Diamer-Basha
dam, apart from a 21 megawatt hydropower project.
Amir Bashir Chaudhry, chief executive officer of the
project, and Yang Jiandu of Power China signed the
agreement on behalf of WAPDA and the joint venture
respectively.

WAPDA has already awarded a consultancy con-
tract of the project to Diamer Basha Consultants
Group (DBCG) worth 27.182 billion rupees ($168.8
million). The consultancy agreement includes con-
struction design, construction supervision, and contract
administration of the Diamer-Basha Dam project, the
statement added. The development came a day after
Prime Minister Imran Khan announced the start of
construction of the much-awaited dam in northern
Pakistan. The $14 billion dam, to be constructed on the
River Indus in the northern Gilgit-Baltistan region,
which borders China, is set to produce 4500MW of af-
fordable electricity, said the statement. "The 6.4 MAF
[million acre foot] water storage capacity of the dam
will reduce the current water shortage in the country of
12 MAF to 6.1 MAE," the statement said, adding that
it will also add 35 years to the life of Tarbela Dam —one
of the two major dams in Pakistan — by reducing sed-
imentation. Some 78.5 billion rupees ($1.03 billion)
will be spent on social development of the area around
the dam, mainly on resettlement of the population.

"It will also be a major source of flood mitigation
and save billions worth of damages caused by floods

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

each year," the statement said. Before awarded contract,
Prime Minister Imran Khan was informed that as per
his directions all issues related to the critically impor-
tant Diamer Bhasha Dam, including settlement, de-
tailed roadmap for mobilisation of financial resources
etc had been resolved and the project was ready for
commencement of physical work.

While chairing a meeting on national water secu-
rity strategy and construction of dams to meet agri-
cultural as well as energy requirements of the country,
the prime minister expressed satisfaction over the
progress made so far and directed to immediately start
construction activities of the dam.

The development came a day
after Prime Minister Imran Khan
announced the start of
construction of the much-

awaited dam in northern
Pakistan

The prime minister was briefed in detail about the
progress of resolution of all pending issues related to
the construction of Diamer Bhasha Dam. The meeting
was informed that the Diamer Bhasha project had re-
mained stuck for decades due to various reasons. It was
told that the dam’s construction would create 16,500
jobs and utilize huge quantity of cement and steel,
which would give boost to the industry, besides its
main purposes of water storage and producing 4500
MW of cheap and affordable electricity for meeting en-
ergy requirements of the country. The 6.4 MAF (Mil-
lion Acre Feet) water storage capacity of the dam
would reduce the current water shortage in the coun-
try of 12 MAF to 6.1 MAF. It would add 35 years to
the life of Tarbela Dam by reducing sedimentation. An

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

area of1.23 million acres of land would be brought un-
der agriculture due to the dam. It was informed that an
amount of Rs. 78.5 billion would be spent for social de-
velopment of the area around Diamer Bhasha Dam as
part of the project. It would also be a major source of
flood mitigation and save billions worth of damages
caused by flood each year. The prime minister said en-
suring water security was the foremost priority of the
present government. Besides optimum utilisation of the
available water resources for agricultural needs, con-
struction of the dams in the country would help meet
energy requirements at affordable rate, he added. The
prime minister directed that use of local material and
expertise be accorded priority during the construction
work, which would provide huge job opportunities to
the people. It would also boost the construction and re-
lated industries, and provide a huge stimulus to the
economy, he added. The WAPDA chairman briefed
the meeting about the progress of ongoing construction
of Mohmand Dam that started recently. The prime
minister expressed satisfaction over the speed of work.

He was also apprised of the progress on resolution
of pending issues related to the Dasu Dam project. He
expressed satisfaction over the progress made so far and
directed to ensure expeditious commencement of the
critical Dasu project. The prime minister was briefed
that funds had been arranged for Noulong Dam, Jhal
Magsi district Balochistan and that the work would
commence next year. Imran Khan emphasized on
starting Sindh Barrage as a priority project as it had
huge benefits of addressing agriculture needs of the
province. It would stop erosion of soil from sea water
and also improve drinking water situation for urban
centers of Sindh. The prime minister appreciated the ef-
forts of Ministry of Water Resources and WAPDA for
pursuing projects passionately to realize the dream of
self-reliance in food security, industry and exports. He
also reiterated his emphasis on keeping a close watch
on quality of work and meeting the timelines. =
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Construction region
relief package to

buffer Pak economy
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The government has anticipated inflows amounting to
Rs 50-60 billion following its notification of a construc-
tion package for the country’s construction industry

he Ministry of Planning & Development

has announced its decision to establish an

autonomous Construction Industry De-

velopment Board (CIDB). To this effect,
the ministry has provided a notification for the draft
of the ‘CIDB Bill 2020°.

The ministry aims to promote and facilitate the
private construction industry through the establish-
ment of CIDB. The board will also help encourage
investments, along with safeguarding existing ones,
within the infrastructure sector. It will also set up a
one-window facility for the industry stakeholders.

CIDB will have its main office in Islamabad,
with regional offices established in other cities as it
may find appropriate. The board will have the au-
thority to prescribe standards of construction from
time to time. Additionally, it may register and keep
a roster of construction sector professionals in a
bid to maintain standards of performance and serv-
ices, along with regulating human resources.

Moreover, the CIDB will comprise a 16-member
Executive Council. This will include a chairman,
who will be a nominee of the prime minister and a
professional from the private sector — not within
the scope of a public employee (in service to Pak-
istan, any province, or elected representative).

The ministry will decide and transfer the ad-
ministrative control of the board after its establish-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

ment.

It is remembered that the government has an-
ticipated inflows amounting to Rs 50-60 billion fol-
lowing its notification of a construction package
for the country’s construction industry.

According to official estimates, this relief pack-
age for the construction industry will trigger busi-
ness activity across the country. If this investment
estimate is realized, then Pakistan’s economy will
leave worst of the COVID-19 impact behind and be
on the way of development by August 2020.

Previously, over 100,000

Construction Relief Package as following are major
points. 1) All construction material except cement
and steel to be exempted from withholding tax.

2) Fixed tax for builders and developers at the
rate of Rs 50 and Rs 100 respectively per sqft or per
sq yard of covered area or land area respectively.

3) No sales tax will be charged on services and
fixed tax has been implemented.

4) Scheme will be valid for the projects started
before 31st Dec 2020

5) No amnesty for cash transactions, all cash will
have to be deposited in bank account first and all
transactions to be done in cross cheque instruments.

6) Project deadline will be 30th Sept 2022 in
case of builders if only grey structure is complete till
the dead line project shall be considered for amnesty.

7) If any investor/buyer intends to purchase
flat/house/building, can avail the amnesty scheme
by purchasing the property before 30th sep 2022
provided transaction is done through banking chan-
nel and cross cheque instruments.

8) Capital gain tax waived off for first project.

9) Maximum house size allowed in this amnesty
is 1 kanal/500 sq yd. In case of flat maximum cov-
ered area should not exceed 4000 sqft.

10) CVT exempted by the federal government.

11) Construction sector given status of Industry.

Meanwhile, the International Monetary Fund's
disbursement of $1.4 billion to Pakistan is expected
to reduce the country's financing risks, said
Moody's Investors Service in a new report released
on Thursday. The global rating agency's research
arm expects Pakistan's real GDP to contract mod-
estly anywhere between 0.1pc to 0.5pc in fiscal
year 2020, with the economy gradually recovering
to grow by more than 2pc in fiscal year 2021. This
would be Pakistan's first annual recession.

On 16th April, the IMF approved disbursement
of $1.4 billion under its Rapid Financing Instru-
ment (RFI). The financing supplements the assis-
tance of $588 million committed by the Asian De-
velopment Bank and the International
Development Association to support Pakistan's re-
sponse to the coronavirus outbreak. Additionally,
G20 creditors also offered Pakistan bilateral debt re-
lief.

"We expect that Pakistan's financing needs will
rise because of coronavirus-related economic ef-
fects and the government's PKR1.2 trillion ($7 bil-
lion, 2.7pc of GDP) stimulus package, approved on
30 March,' said the authors of the report.

The agency expects the stimulus to widen the
government deficit to between 9.5pc and 10pc of
GDP in fiscal year 2020, from 8.9pc in fiscal year
2019. The deficit will reduce in fiscal year 2021, due
to Pakistan's commitment to fiscal consolidation
under its IMF programme, to between 8pc and
8.5pc of GDP.

This is despite strong revenue growth, which
helped narrow the deficit. The government's rev-
enue in the first half of this year rose almost 40pc
from a year earlier, with tax revenue up by 18pc.

On a more positive note, some factors might
help mitigate the effect of the contraction on the
deficit, such as higher-than-budgeted central bank
profits, lower-than-budgeted interest payments, and
fiscal savings from lower oil prices. The agency
also said general govern-

people availed the amnesty
scheme and revealed assets
worth of Rs 150 billion. As
a result, the Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR) was able
to collect taxes amounting
to over Rs 14 billion.

The major chunk of in-
dividuals who availed the
amnesty scheme belonged

The Ministry of Planning &
Development has announce
its decision to establish an
autonomous Construction

Industry Development
Board (CIDB)

ment debt will rise to
around 87pc of GDP by
June 2020, from around
83pc in June 2019.

The report also noted
G20's recent offer of debt
relief to low-income coun-
tries. 'Debt relief by offi-
cial-sector creditors would
provide additional but very

to the construction sector.
Those 100,000 people who became part of the tax
net through the amnesty scheme are expected to in-
vest in the construction sector under the new relief
package.

Government of Pakistan passed an ordinance on

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

modest spending capacity
for Pakistan, whose interest payments on foreign-
currency debt are around 0.6pc of GDP for fiscal
2021, with about one-third owed to bilateral credi-
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Govt accepts three
key demands of
cellular companies

e A — = <

The demands were accepted duriﬁg the high-level

committee, constituted on the directive of Prime
Minister Imran Khan to address the issues of cellular
mobile operators and formulate recommendations

he government accepted three key de-

mands of cellular companies including

industry status, suspension of 12.5%

withholding tax and award of additional
spectrum. The demands were accepted during the
high-level committee, constituted on the directive
of Prime Minister Imran Khan to address the is-
sues of cellular mobile operators and formulate
recommendations.

Secretary for Ministry of Information Tech-
nology and Telecommunication Shoaib Ahmed
Siddiqui, who chaired the 2nd meeting of the com-
mittee said that the telecom sector was given an in-
dustry status backs in 2004, but the same was not
implemented for the last 16 years. The committee
has recommended the Ministry of Industries and
Production to notify the industry status for the
telecom sector.

The Ministry of Industries and Production had
agreed to the proposal that the telecom sector
should be given functional industry status.

He further said that the National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority (NEPRA), which determines

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

the tariff, has been asked to work it out for the tele-
com sector while treating it as an industry.

The Federal Secretary said that it was also
agreed to suspend withholding tax of 12.5% for the
telecom sector during the COVID-19 period as a
relief for cellular companies and consumers.

The committee recommended the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR) to consider the recom-
mendation for implementation, he added.

The telecom operators shared serious interest in
additional spectrum auction in Pakistan including
Azad Jammu Kashmir (AJK) and Gilgit Baltistan
(GB) to facilitate quality mobile broadband serv-
ices necessary for people, especially students and
professionals, to work from home and comply with
COVID-19 related advisory.

The committee decided to move a summary to
the Federal Cabinet while seeking a policy directive
for auction/additional spectrum for telecom com-
panies in Pakistan.

However, for AJK & GB, the committee rec-
ommended the Ministry of Kashmir Affairs to
prepare a proposal in this regard, Siddiqui added.
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TELEPEDIA | FLARE REPORT .

Some issues have already been raised with dif-
ferent concerned departments while some are re-
lated to policy matters and recommendations
would be finalized for the federal cabinet soon, he
added.

NADRA was recommended to reduce charges
of biometric verification of SIMs, especially in
view of this situation after COVID-19 in the coun-
try.

According to official documents, telecom op-
erators had prioritized some areas for a dialogue at
the highest level for consideration and early reso-
lution including:

Fair, transparent, predictable spectrum
roadmap to help investors in taking predictable
and informed decisions;

Immediate award of AJK/GB spectrum all
four operators to accelerate broadband. Next Gen-
eration Mobile Services (NGMS) auction is pend-
ing in the AJK & NA and GB region. PTA being
the adopted Regulator for AJK/GB needs to con-
clude NGMS spectrum auction as this will provide
a level playing field to all operators and help in
scaling up quality coverage of 3G/4G based net-
works. According to operators, it can help the gov-
ernment generate $100 million USD;

The Ministry of Industries and
Production had agreed to the
proposal that the telecom
sector should be given
functional industry status

Release & harmonization of existing & future
spectrum to maximize utility & government yields
— Policy of government driving license renewals
needs to be revised to allow release and harmo-
nization of existing & future spectrum. This har-
monization would also allow the government to
award additionally available top-up spectrum, as
per telecom Policy 2015, to all operators as per
their respective additional demands and also bring
additional revenue to the government to the tune
of $500 million.

Continued collection by NADRA at very sig-
nificant rates per verification has been a concern
for the cellular industry as it is continuous cost for
the cellular industry (around Rs. 140 million per
month).

Since mobile operators invested into the whole
biometric verification program any costs incurred
by NADRA for setting up the biometric verifica-
tion process have long been met many times over,
it would be appropriate for the government to re-
duce the NADRA verification charges to at least
the level of charges given to the financial service
transactions.

According to the telecom companies, it would
save Rs. 1.5 — 2 billion per annum for the telecom
sector. m
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espite the ban,

Pakistani

manufacturers

and importers
had imported 429 active
pharmaceutical ingredi-
ents, 12 different kinds of
vaccines, and 59 medi-
cines from India. PM
Khan has ordered an in-
quiry into the matter.
Who is responsible for vi-
olating the “Say No to In-
dia” slogan?

PM has given task to
Barrister Shahzad Akbar,
Special Assistant on Ac-
countability and Interior
Ministry and chief of the
Assets Recovery Unit
(ARU to probe into the
misuse of permission re-
garding the import of life-
saving drugs from India.
The government issued
new protocols to be fol-
lowed to import medi-
cines from India.

It is remembered that
following the change of
status of Indian Occupied
Kashmir (IOK) last year
by the Modi government,
the federal cabinet had
taken some drastic meas-
ures in August 2019 and
imposed a ban on all
kinds of trade with India
besides closing all land
routes with the neighbor-
ing country.

However, after one
month in September 2019,
the government allowed
the import of life-saving
drugs from India as the lo-
cal industry managed to
convince the government
that import of some life-
saving drugs from India
will be cheaper than im-
porting the same from
other countries.

Statutory regulatory
orders (SROs) issued by
the Ministry of Com-
merce and Textile state
that the ban on trade with
India would remain effec-
tive; however, it would not
apply to therapeutic prod-
ucts regulated by the

MNo. 1 Mobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan

However, instead of importing only life-saving drugs from
India, a large number of other medicines, which were also
being manufactured in Pakistan at cheap rates, were
imported from there

SOCIAL | FLARE REPORT .

Is Pakistan still
importing drugs from
India despite ban?

ported by manufactur-
ers/importers from India.
They said that on May 5,
the Health Ministry had
presented a list before the
federal cabinet and in-
formed that 429 drugs had
been imported from India
including  medicines/
tablets of headache and
some vitamin including
vitamins B1, B2 B6 & D,
etc. They further said that
after a heated discussion
among cabinet members
over the matter, the PM,
who was annoyed by the
violation of the cabinet’s
order, had ordered an in-
quiry into the matter.

According to a copy of
the report presented by
the Health Ministry to the
government, manufactur-
ers and importers had im-
ported 429 active pharma-
ceutical ingredients, 12
different kinds of vaccines
and 59 medicines from In-
dia.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that the govern-
ment has so far not al-
lowed importing
medicines of polio dis-
ease, dengue spray and
some chemicals.

Importantly, the Min-
istry of Information and
Broadcasting also
launched a national slo-
gan ‘Say No to India’ and
decided to ban all cultural
exchanges with India in-
cluding all kinds of joint
ventures in the entertain-
ment industry of the two
countries.

“All kinds of Indian
content have been stopped
and PEMRA [Pakistan
Electronic Media Regula-
tory Authority] has been
directed to step up its vig-
ilance in this regard along
with actions against the
sale of Indian Direct-To-
Home (DTH) instru-
ments,” said then Special
Assistant to Prime Minis-
ter on Information and
Broadcasting Dr Firdous

Drug Regulatory Author-
ity of Pakistan (Drap).

“The exemption is given in the best interest of
the public and in order to maintain a supply of
medicines to patients,” Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister on Health Dr Zafar Mirza said
while talking to local media.

However, instead of importing only life-saving
drugs from India, a large number of other medi-
cines, which were also being manufactured in Pak-
istan at cheap rates, were imported from there.

A Drap official, requesting anonymity, said that
a number of medicines or their APIs were imported
from India and in case of the continued ban, there
would be a severe crisis of medicines in the local
market. Moreover, the official said that the gov-
ernment’s decision would result in an increase in
the smuggling of medicines and APIs and revenue
losses in terms of import duties to the national ex-
chequer.

According to sources, the Health Ministry had
presented a report in this regard and PM Imran,
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while presiding the cabinet meeting on the 5th of
May, ordered an inquiry into the matter. They
added that the Akbar-led inquiry team is expected
to submit its findings in the next federal cabinet
meeting.

PM has given task to Barrister
Shahzad Akbar to probe into
the misuse of permission
regarding the import of
life-saving drugs from India

Sources said that the federal cabinet, on finding
complaints regarding the import of these drugs,
had ordered the Health Ministry and Drug Regu-
latory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP) on the 3rd of
March to provide a list of drugs that had been im-
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Ashiq Awan.

Talking to media persons at a reception hosted
by her, she said that the recent Indian action to an-
nex Kashmir had proved that the Quaid-i-Azam
was right.

“It is a clash of two ideologies. On the one
hand, we have enlightened moderate and progres-
sive ideology while on the other the extremist gov-
ernment in India has shown their hard-line, terror-
ist, fanatic, and anti-Muslim ideology.”

The government has also banned the screening
of Indian films in the country’s cinemas, report
agencies.

“No Indian film will be screened in any Pak-
istani cinema. Drama, films, and Indian content of
this kind will be completely banned in Pakistan,”
tweeted then SAPM.

Senior film producer and director Syed Noor
welcomed the decision and said that India’s recent
steps were not less than a war and Pakistan’s deci-
sion to sever all kinds of relationship with India was
right. m
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oreign direct investment (FDI) in country
more than doubled to $2.3 billion in the
first 10 months of the current fiscal year of
2019-20. 46 percent came from China and
Hong Kong, Norway ($288 million), Malta ($185
million), Netherlands ($108 million) and UK ($111
million) were also among top five contributors to
the country’s total net FDI. The power and com-
munications sectors remaining main attraction for
overseas investors, the SBP data revealed. FDI
surged around 127 percent from $1 billion in the
corresponding period a year earlier.

Net FDI in the power sector stood at $775.8 mil-
lion in July-April FY2020 as against the outflows of
$341.2 million in the corresponding period a year
ago. Power sector continued to attract investment
due to ongoing first phase of China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor projects, which so far injected
10,000 megawatts of electricity into the grid.

China remained the largest investor in Pakistan
as its firms invested $877.8 million in the electric-
ity generation projects and telecommunications in
July-April FY2020. That compared with $45.4 mil-
lion last year.

In April, foreign direct investment rose to $133.2
million from $100.8 million in the same month a
year earlier. Total foreign investment witnessed an
outflow of $511.5 million in April, compared with
the outflow of $897.6 million in the same month of
FY2019.

The FDI continued to see an upward trend in
the recent past mainly due to Chinese-funded proj-
ects. The inflows couldn’t be broken down into
debt and equity.

The inflows are likely to dry up in the coming
months due to economic downturn in the United
States, United Kingdom and the Middle East coun-
tries caused by coronavirus-related lockdowns and
disruptions.

Many global businesses are cash-strapped and
facing recession challenges. They seem to be reluc-
tant to make fresh investment in overseas markets.

The SBP data showed that foreign portfolio in-
vestment in equity market saw an outflow of $182.7
million in 10 months, compared with $408.1 mil-
lion a year earlier.

Foreign funds managers pulled $234.5 million
from the local currency government securities as
they preferred safe assets in the wake of COVID-19
crisis.

The massive cut in interest rates in two months
by the central bank also compelled foreign portfo-
lio investors to divest money from the fixed income
instruments.

In July-April, total foreign investment stood at
$1.9 billion, compared with an outflow of $402.7
million in the corresponding period a year earlier.

Information technology sector received $35.1
million Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) compared
to $22.9 million in the corresponding period of last
fiscal year, registering an increase of around $12.2
million.

According to the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP),
$35.1 million inflows and $2.5 million outflows
were registered in the information technology sec-
tor during July-April (2019-20). The net FDI re-
mained at $32.6 million during this period.

The overall communications sector comprising
(telecommunication, information technology, and
postal & courier services) registered $510.3 million
net FDI compared to negative $144.4 million dur-
ing the same period of last year. Inflows remained
at $635.2 million with outflows at $124.9 million
during the July-April 2019-20.

Hardware development received a negative $1.2
million net FDI with $0.4 million inflows and $1.6
million outflows. FDI inflows for IT services re-
mained at $21.1 million and outflow at $0.4 million
thus registering $20.6 million net FDI.

The Ministry of Information Technology and
Telecommunication released old data saying that
net FDI in the Information and Communication
sector surged to $491.3 million during July-March
of the current financial year 2019-20 compared to
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Pakistan FDI reaches
$2.3 billion as IT &

energy sec

tor on top

N\

IT sector received $35.1 million FDI compared to $22.9
million in the corresponding period of last fiscal year,
registering an increase of around $12.2 million. Net FDI in
the power sector also stood at $775.8 million against the out-
flows of $341.2 million in the corresponding period.

negative $113.7 million during the corresponding
period of 2018-19.

The official statement further stated that on the
direction of the Federal Minister for IT and
Telecommunication, the Ministry of IT and
Telecommunication has taken a number of steps,

Italy have shown interest in the oil, gas, energy, fi-
nancial business and telecommunication sectors
of Pakistan. In the fiscal year July- February 2020
(“FY2020”), the oil and gas industry alone at-
tracted 177USD million whereas financial busi-
ness, power and communication sectors received

including policy interven-
tions, which contributed
both directly and indi-
rectly in the economy and
national exchequer.

On the other hand,
significantly, Pakistan was
ranked 108th out of 190
countries in the World

Foreign direct investment
(FDI) in country more than
doubled to $2.3 billion in the
first 10 months of the current
fiscal year of 2019-20

194.7 USD million,575.6
USD million and 471.8
USD million respectively.

To defend investment
claims and restore the in-
vestors’ confidence the
Government of Pakistan
has enacted The Interna-
tional Investment Disputes
Act on 2011. Pakistan is a

Bank’s Doing Business
Report 2020 where it was also acknowledged as
one of the countries with the most notable eco-
nomic improvement. While China dominates for-
eign investment due to China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (“CPEC”), other countries such as
Netherlands, Norway, Turkey, Hong Kong and
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signatory to the United Nations Convention on
the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Ar-
bitral Awards, 1958 whereby, foreign arbitral agree-
ments and awards are now enforceable except for

rejecting the same on the grounds set forth in the § /o

Convention. =
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Ufone portrays soft image of
Pakistan after winning two
Global Eventex awards

’ﬂﬁ;: {»}1 V] Leh
OBA

AWARDS

GOLD

cSR EVENT

2008

% 'I"|.|p
'Q.JE B ‘Dﬂ:his‘a‘ F ODE‘D-E!H. CH a[[l‘piﬂ“S
one a

Over 180 brands belonging to different regions i.e. Kurope, South Asia, Asia Pacific and
North America participated in various categories. In the GSR category, Ufone won the
Gold award along with the Gold award in People’s Choice category.

fone brings Pakistan pride by winning

two golds in Global Eventex awards for

its Ufone Balochistan Football Cup

2019. Amongst 444 entries from 39
countries, the Pakistani telecom operator emerged
as the winner in two categories i.e. People’s Choice
Award and Best CSR Event Award.

Despite stiff competition from renowned inter-
national brands and close scrutiny by a panel of es-
teemed judges, Ufone emerged victorious in not
just one but two categories.

Ufone Balochistan Football
Tournament is province’s most
popular and favourite sporting
event. The event has attracted

massive interest of the people in

a span of just three years by

providing youth a platform to
showcase their talent

On winning the prestigious award, Ufone
spokesperson said: “For Ufone it is important to
bring a positive change into the life of an average
Pakistani. Balochistan Football Tournament was
one such effort through which we tried to create op-
portunities for the young sportsmen of the
province. This award is a reflection of the excep-
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tional perform-
ance put forward
by the entire team
to make this tour-
nament an inter-
national success
story.”

“I'd like to
congratulate and
thank all contest-
ants for the end-
less inspiration
and innovation
they bring to our
industry - we feel
privileged to be
the ones recogniz-
ing the Dest
among them! I
am positive the
industry will push
forward in spite
of the crisis and
we will continue
to support the
event profs com-
munity with different initiatives and activities”,
Ovanes Ovanessian, Co-founder of Eventex
Awards commented.

Over 180 brands belonging to different regions
i.e. Europe, South Asia, Asia Pacific and North
America participated in various categories. In the
CSR category, Ufone won the Gold award along

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

with the Gold
award in People’s
Choice category.
Ufone Balochis-
tan Football
Tournament is
province’s most
popular and
favourite sporting
event.

The event has
attracted massive
interest of the
people in a span
of just three years
by providing
youth a platform
to showcase their
talent. The initia-
tive shows
Ufone’s commit-
ment to the peo-
ple of Pakistan,
which enunciates
with the com-
pany’s  tagline:
“It’s all about U.” Eventex is an international acco-
lade in the world of events recognizing outstanding
achievements and creativity. Founded in 2009 to cel-
ebrate innovation and effectiveness in the industry,
Eventex Awards is considered to be one of the most
esteemed honour in the experiential marketing
business. =
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vivo VI9 is a display of best-in-class
mobile experience with Dual iView
Display and Super Night Mode

\

[t comes with a 6.44-inch Super AMOLED FHD+ Dual iView Display, made from
the latest K3 OLED. The word that best describes it is ‘great’ and this is because of
how big and bright the screen is. The colors come out as crisp and vibrant as they
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can be leaving you in awe

henever a smartphone enthusiast

thinks of vivo phones, he or she

thinks of what many notable man-

ufacturers are missing out on — a

good quality phone at competitive prices. And

this time is no different because vivo’s latest ad-

dition to its V series - V19 strikes the right bal-

ance between powerful features and a stylish de-
sign.

It is, in fact, also a celebration of how well the

It comes with a 6.44-inch Super AMOLED
FHD+ Dual iView Display, made from the latest
E3 OLED.

The word that best describes it is ‘great’ and
this is because of how big and bright the screen
is. The colors come out as crisp and vibrant as
they can be leaving you in awe.

And with TUV Rheinland Low Blue Light

V19’s 3D glass body is crafted to perfection
for your to hold in your hands comfortably. It re-
flects light beautifully showing a range of color
effects and the phone comes in two color option
for you to choose from; Gleam Black and Sleek
Silver.

A Cutting-Edge Camera Setup with Super
Night Mode Camera and Beautiful Selfies

HY M

company is in sync with youngsters. It houses a
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V19’s Ultra Stable Selfie Video

feature allows you to witness a
new level of stability to your
wide-angle selfie videos. Nothing
beats a great gyroscope that
picks up any hand shaking cou-
pled with EIS technology to offer

jerk correction

variety of premium features that will appeal to
people from various walks of life especially those
individuals who do not want to compromise on
functionality and elegance.

‘What does V19 have in store for you?

A superior Super AMOLED Dual iView
Display and a Distinctive 3D Glass Body

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Content certification that filters 42% more harm-
ful blue light than E2 OLED, you also get the
benefit of tweaking the display colour mode as
well as the colour temperature so that nothing is
jarring to the eye.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

V19 houses some of the most iconic camera
mechanisms you will ever witness. It features
dual hole-punch selfie camera- a 32MP main plus
an 8MP super wide-angle camera. Moreover, it
takes your night selfies up a notch with the Pow-
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erful Al Night Selfie and Face Beauty algorithms
to get a more beautiful you. No matter what the
location or lighting may be, this phone will defi-
nitely live up to its claims.

Furthermore, its pro-standard super wide-an-
gle camera will let you capture more in your self-
ies by broadening the frame by 25.6 degrees. Al
algorithm can independently correct wide-angle
distortion between portrait foreground and back-
grounds, so you look dazzling and authentic.

The rear end features a 48 AI Quad Camera
so you don’t miss out on any moments in your
life. Its 8MP super Wide-Angle Camera, 2MP

2MP

48MP

macro camera and 2MP bokeh camera all come
together to bring out beautiful pictures for you to
cherish for life.

With the rear camera’s Super Night Portrait
mode—with Multi-Frame Screening, Temporal
Alignment, and Spatial Merging Denoising—
users can capture high-resolution photos of all of
life’s wonders, even at night

V19’s Ultra Stable Selfie Video feature allows
you to witness a new level of stability to your
wide-angle selfie videos. Nothing beats a great
gyroscope that picks up any hand shaking cou-
pled with EIS technology to offer jerk correc-
tion.

A High Performing Processor with Fast
Charging Capabilities

In addition to industry-leading selfie capabil-
ities and sleek design, V19 has elite performance
and high battery efficiency.

A super capacity of 4500mAh battery pro-
vides long-lasting durability, while 33W vivo
FlashCharge 2.0 technology enables a 70 per-
cent charge in just 40 minutes, offering conven-
ience for fast-moving consumers.

V19 runs on a Qualcomm Snapdragon octa-
core 712-processor, and has a fast interface and
top computingperformance. To support the high

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL
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energy consumption of
its Al-powered camera
capabilities, V19 is built
with copper tube liquid
cooling, which guaran-
tees longer CPU life,
more reliable phone per-

V19’s 3D glass body is crafted to
perfection for your to hold in
your hands comfortably. It re-

flects light beautifully showing a
range of color effects and the
phone comes in two color op-

tion for you to choose from;
Gleam Black and Sleek Silver

formance, and smooth multitasking.

Furthermore, it is equipped with 8GB RAM +
128GB Storage, which lets you store everything
you need for work, rest, and play.V19 also deliv-
ers an advanced gaming experience, featuring
Multi-Turbo 3.0 for optimizing touch control
and FPS stability, as well as an Ultra Game
Mode with functions like Fast Screen Capture,
Screen Recording, and Game Vibration.

Vivo V19 Specifications:

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

6.44-inch Super AMOLED FHD+ Dual iView
Display

3D Glass Design with SCHOTT Xensa-
tion® Up Protection (2020 Latest Technology
chemically-strengthened lithium alumino-silicate
(LAS) cover glass)

. 32MP Dual Front Camera with Super

Night Selfie and Aura Screen Light (105-degree
wide Selfie) Image Stabilization for Selfie Video
. Rear 48MP main camera, SMP super
Wide-Angle Camera, 2MP macro camera and
2MP bokeh camera. Super Night Portrait, Art
Portrait. Featuring Ultra Stable Video and Art
Video Modes for live bokeh and color change.

. Qualcomm Snapdragon 712 2.3GHz
Octa-core Soc, 8GB RAM, 128GB UFS 2.1
Fastest Storage, up to 512GB microSD card,
triple SIM slot.

. 33W vivo FlashCharge 2.0 & 4500mAh

(54% Charge in 30 minutes), Type-C port

. In-Display Fingerprint Scanning, Dual
4G LTE, Bluetooth 5.0

. Copper Tube Liquid Cooling, Multi-
Turbo 3.0 with Ultra Game Mode

Al Noise Cancelling for Video & Voice
Calls

e Funtouch OS 10 based upon Android 10

Price idea Rs. 55,000 — 65,000

—
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Fahad & Hania join vivo as brand
ambassadors for VI9

Zohair Chohan, Brand Manager for vivo in Pakistan said the initiation of Pakistani
celebrities as its ambassadors is part of vivo’s global brand strategy that is to go more

local to become more global

ivo, the global innovative smartphone
brand has appointed Fahad Mustafa and
s } Hania Amir as the brand ambassadors for

the vivo V19 in Pakistan.
This charismatic duo truly resonates with brand’s
essence and its youthful spirit. Being a young
brand, vivo’s products are always targeted at the
youth, who are passionate about the latest inno-
vations.
Speaking on the announcement Zohair Chohan,
Brand Manager for vivo in Pakistan said: “The ini-
tiation of Pakistani celebrities as its ambassadors
is part of vivo’s global brand strategy, that is to go
more local to become more global. We are happy
to announce our collaboration with both of these
remarkable artists as they share our values of ver-
satility & innovation."
This announcement comes ahead of vivo’s V19
launch in Pakistan, a flagship grade smartphone
that focuses on Super Night Photography and up-
grades the user experience with its innovative fea-
tures.
Due to the current pandemic situation in the coun-
try, the planned launch was delayed, however on
the immense demand of customers, V19 will be
available for sale in Pakistan during this month.

Fahad Musta

vivo is about to complete its three years in Pak-
istan with a market share of over 18% in the
smartphone segment. Focusing on its progressive

Vi19

Light Up Your Night

Sarpet Wit o || Bara Sarees Light | Bual Yiew Display

fa | Hania Armir

vision for industry, vivo has already been making
waves for its innovation and the upcoming vivo
V19 will certainly raise the bar. m

vivo introduces budget-friendly
smartphone Y9ID with Halo
display & bigger battery

This new device is fitted with a high-performance octa-core SoC, 2GB of RAM and 32
Internal storage; giving you ample freedom to store more photos and files without the

need to declutter frequently

ivo has launched a budget-friendly smart-

hone Y91D across Pakistan, aiming at the

s } entry level segment for an attractive price of
Rs. 16,999.

Y91D at a Glance:

A trendy 6.22-inch Halo FullView™ Display
gives Y91D a further enhanced viewing experience
with a screen-to-body ratio of 88.6%, even higher
than its predecessor, by redesigning the notch. In
addition to a smart design, smart hand gesture con-
trols make using this large display effortless.

In terms of design layout, Y91D adopts a styl-
ish back-cover gloss painting process, intricately
blending colors to invoke a breath-taking visual ef-
fect. The 3D curves fit your palm perfectly, for an
experience that’s truly irresistible. The phone is
available in three striking colours; Fusion Black,
Ocean Blue and Sunset Red.

This new device is fitted with a high-perfor-
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Halo Screen, Bigger Battery
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B.22-inch Halo Full/iew™ Display
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mance octa-core SoC, 2GB of RAM and 32 Inter-
nal storage; giving you ample freedom to store
more photos and files without the need to declutter
frequently. Y91D also offers you the option to ex-
pand up to 256GB so that you can save whatever
you want.

Y91D adopts Al photo algorithms for its cam-
era to automatically deliver facial enhancements,
saving you the trouble of manually adjusting beau-
tification levels. Achieving professional shots has
never been so easy. To power the internals there is
a 4030mAh high-capacity battery which works with
an exclusive smart power management system, al-
lowing for long-lasting endurance — so worrying
about running out of juice is a thing of the past.

Y91D runs on Funtouch OS 4.5 based upon
Android which results in faster processing speeds
while consuming less power, allowing you to open
apps faster, switch between them seamlessly, and
enjoy a smoother user experience. =
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Jazz gets USFK contract for providin
hi-speed broadband in kurram
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The Federal Secretary for I'T, Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqui inaugurated the Next Generation
Broadband for the Sustainable Development project in Kurram (Tehsils of FR Kurram,
Lower Kurram and Upper Kurram) at a ceremony held at Ministry of I'T & Telecom on
Monday. The contract was signed by USF ClO Haaris Mahmood Chaudhry and Jazz’s
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Chief Corporate & Regulatory Affairs Officer Syed Fakhar Ahmed

he Universal Service Fund (USF) has

awarded a contract worth PKR 92 million to

Jazz to provide high-speed broadband in

Kurram Lot (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa). The
Federal Secretary for I'T, Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqui in-
augurated the Next Generation Broadband for the
Sustainable Development project in Kurram (Tehsils
of FR Kurram, Lower Kurram and Upper Kurram) at
a ceremony held at Ministry of IT & Telecom on
Monday. The contract was signed by USF CEO
Haaris Mahmood Chaudhry and Jazz’s Chief Cor-
porate & Regulatory Affairs Officer Syed Fakhar
Ahmed.

Through the project, broadband coverage will be
provided in 224 mauzas in Kurram covering an ap-
proximate unserved area of 2,980 sq. km. As part of
the deal, Jazz will work towards providing mobile
broadband access to people of Kurram District. The
idea is to provide reliable and cheap broadband con-
nectivity across the country, particularly in the remote
areas, to ensure spread of digital facilities to the com-
mon man.

The chief guest of the ceremony, Shoaib Ahmad
Siddiqui, stated that the focus of USF to bridge the dig-
ital divide has created a technological revolution in the
country. He said that during the current times of the
coronavirus pandemic, the Ministry of IT & Telecom
is ensuring that broadband connectivity plays a prime
role in dealing with this crisis. He further stated that
Covid-19 has completely altered the global landscape
and an aggressive approach will be adopted in the
USF’s upcoming projects for the provision of high-
speed broadband. He added that it is need of the hour
that all stakeholders work together to fight against
Covid-19 by facilitating the people of Pakistan. The
Chief Guest concluded by stating that with the Digi-
tal Pakistan vision set in motion, the strategic role of
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USF in providing connectivity to all Pakistanis has be-
come even more important.

Through the project, broadband
coverage will be provided in 224
mauzas in Kurram covering an

approximate unserved area of
2,980 sq. km

Also speaking at the ceremony, USF CEO Haaris
Mahmood Chaudhary explained that these achieve-
ments made by the USF had only been possible due to
the constant efforts of the Government of Pakistan. He
added that Prime Minister Imran Khan, IT Minister,

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

and USF Board of Directors had been torchbearers of
the vision for a “Digital Pakistan” and had enabled
USF to transform people’s lives. He further said that
they had given USF tremendous cooperation, help
and support, without which all this could not be
achieved.

Sharing his views on the development, Jazz’s Chief
Corporate & Regulatory Affairs Officer Syed Fakhar
Ahmed, said, “Our collaboration with USF is in line
with our agenda of bridging the prevalent digital di-
vide. This is why, the project has special significance for
us and in due time over 0.44 million residents of these
areas will have access to the country’s fastest mobile
broadband. Jazz is looking forward to assisting these
people in unlocking their potential in an increasingly
interconnected world.”

Senior officials of the Ministry of I'T, USF and Jazz
were also present at the event. m
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realme launches 6 series with world's
first Helio G80 powered realme 6i

realme eéi

realme

Unleash The Power

48MP Al Quad Camera | Helio G80 Processor | 18W Quick Charge

Ahsan Chohan

ealme Pakistan has unveiled the latest “realme

1” the new member of realme 6 series quad
rgamera family in an online launch event.
realme is known for its vibrant and trendsetting
smartphones designed especially for the younger au-
dience upon the trifecta of strong performance, build
quality, and affordable pricing. The young brand’s
latest offering promises outstanding performance in
a young and stylish manner and can be true allies for

the users in a real sense. Renowned for their power
and style, competing pricing, realme phones are

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Brand Manager
realme Pakistan

known for their flagship imaging experiences that
cater to the growing and dynamic needs of the
youth. The launch event live on realme’s facebook
page features live unboxing by KOL from tech in-
dustry, a post launch media meet-up via Zoom was
also conducted to interact with media & address
queries, the attendees from the media & tech indus-
try praised the idea of live meet-up following the so-
cial distancing.

This quad-camera device holds the distinction of
being the world’s first smartphone to feature the

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

The young brand’s latest of-
fering promises outstanding
performance in a young and
stylish manner and can be
true allies for the users in a
real sense. Renowned for
their power and style, com-
peting pricing, realme
phones are known for their
flagship imaging experi-
ences that cater to the grow-
ing and dynamic needs of
the youth

Media'lek Helio G80, a 12 nm gaming-focused
chipset meant for the mid-range market. The Octa-
core CPU has a main frequency, up to 2.0GHz, of-
fering 35% better single-core performance and 17%
better multi-core performance than the previous gen-
eration. All of these combine to an Antutu Bench-
mark result of 201,278. realme 6i as the successor of
realme 5i, upgrades to 48MP AI Quad Camera —
48MP main camera, 119° ultra wide-angle lens
(8MP), portrait lens (2MP) and 4cm ultra macro
lens (2MP). Each camera of which is carried out its
respective function and collaborated closely with
others, resulting in a striking photo experience and
fun. Particularly, the ultimately clear 48MP main
camera helps produce clear and beautiful photos

“The realme 61 will stand out among others in its
price segment as it features the latest performance
and trendy design. The realme 6i also offers gamers
an enjoyable gaming experience as well as beautiful
pictures with its 48MP Al Quad Camera for pho-
tography lovers,” says realme Pakistan brand man-
ager Ahsan Chohan.

realme 6i as the successor of
realme 5i, upgrades to 48MP Al
(Quad Camera — 48MP main
camera, 119° ultra wide-angle lens
(8MP), portrait lens (2MP) and

4cm ultra macro lens (2MP)

Where the realme 61 wins out, though, is in bat-
tery capacity. The device sports a massive 5,000mAh
battery, much more than the realme 6’s 4,300mAh
pack. It also supports 18W quick charge. The phone
makers claim that the realme 61 can last 39 days
with the screen turned off, and 40.07 hours with the
screen on based on their tests.

realme 61 adopts classic design from Naoto Fuka-
sawa, maintains masterpiece design style. It has
adopted the rare spray coating process, and the
phone has been polished hundreds of times. As a re-
sult, the back of the phone shows an advanced matte
visual effect, with a delicate and comfortable finish.
realme 61 comes in two young colors — Green Tea
and White Milk at PKR 31,999. The sale started on
29 April 2020. =
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Punjab Governor cuts ribbon
for TEECGNO donation ceremony

7
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TECGNQO’s Sales Director, Adeel Tahir said TECNO is committed to provide safe and
healthy shopping environment to retailers and customers in Pakistan. We feel proud to
join hands with Pakistan Mobile Industry Union and extend our help to companies in
getting back to business while ensuring their health security through our effective
donation campaign
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ECNO, a premier smartphone brand, con-

ducted a CSR donation ceremony recently

where Governor Punjab Chaudhry Mo-

hammad Sarwar along with other govern-
ment officials were present. The ceremony took
place at Hafeez Centre in Lahore. Fulfilling its cor-
porate responsibility, TECNO has taken an ad-
mirable initiative to distribute medical products and
equipments.

The overview of the CSR campaign, “Healthy
Back to Business,” was to help Pakistan’s mobile
phone industry to resume work and production.
Since the first outbreak of coronavirus patient in

join hands with Pakistan Mobile Industry Union
and extend our help to companies in getting back to
business while ensuring their health security through
our effective Donation Campaign.”

TECNO, maintaining its brand equity has al-
ways been one step ahead in executing productive
CSR campaigns. With its large donation to Khubaib
Foundation’s Blue Chalk Campaign for educating or-
phans the brand has a history with constructive cam-
paigns. Yet again, TECNO has high hopes with this
charitable campaign to help local industries regulate
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Initiating this campaign, TECNO donated
120,000 masks and 32 sterilized disinfecting tunnels

March the country has been observing strict lock-
down. With the efforts of medical staff and nation-
wide support the country has reasonably controlled
the spread of Covid-19. As a renowned Chinese
brand, TECNO has come forward with the great re-
sponsibility of helping their Pakistani brethren.
While addressing the tech dealers nationwide,
TECNO'’s Sales Director, Adeel Tahir said: “The
current pandemic is cause for great concern for the
whole world. Nonetheless, TECNO is committed to
provide safe and healthy shopping environment to
retailers and customers in Pakistan. We feel proud to

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

to various mobile vendor markets, nationwide. These
items would further be circulated to local mobile cus-
tomers, IT market unions, custom organizations and
to Pakistan Telecommunication Authority enter-

The overview of the CSR
campaign, “Healthy Back to
Business,” was to help
Pakistan’s mobile phone
industry to resume work and
production

prise. This campaign aims at maximizing sales
process in the country by reducing the threat of
Covid-19 outspread.
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their business and make a significant difference in
Pakistan. TECNO Tik Tok campaign #Expect-
MoreSafe is also in trending over social media with
52.6 million views. =
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Rs 100m penalty

on Z.ong for sellin
illegal SIMs
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Business News Magazine

Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) has imposed a penalty of Rs100 million on Chinese
cellular operator Zong run under the licene of China Mobile Pak Limited for contraventions and
non-compliance of regulatory laws including the sale of grey SIMs, unauthorized sale of SIMs through
kiosks activities and non-serious conduct of the licensee in terms of implementation of the minimum
sale price for a mobile SIM.

The panel comprising Chairman PTA, Maj-Gen (Retd) Amir Azeem Bajwa, Member (Compliance and
Enforcement) Dr. Khawar Siddique Khokhar and Member (Finance) Muhammad Naveed passed the
enforcement order against China Mobile Pak Limited (CMPak Limited).

PTA observed that keeping in view the seriousness of the issue and national security implications, the
Authority many times notified the licensee with regards to the violations on its part and directed to take
tangible measures against the sellers involved in selling SIMs fraudulently which were purportedly being
used for illegal activities. These communications were issued to the licensee on a monthly basis for
blocking of SIMs being used in grey trafficking.
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he law enforcement agencies are fighting

to combat terrorism, corruption and tax

evaders in the country. On the contrary,

the terrorists and cheaters adopt new tech-
nology to get their goals. The government estab-
lished Cyber Wings in the major cities to trace the
illegal SIMs that are being used in terrorism and
heinous crimes. These wings were working well in
the past that almost control the terrorism through
mobile phone SIMs but unfortunately it is not active
in these days.

The exchanges
which converted in-
ternational voice
calls from various
countries and Pak-
istan into local
GSM calls used
Chinese SIM boxes
(boxes fit with
GSM SIM cards of
Chinese cellular
provider). The law-
enforcement agen-
cies busted illegal
VoIP exchanges in Punjab and across the country.
These SIM cards were being used to seek informa-
tion from the high profile personnel.

The raids were conducted by the PTA with col-
laboration of FIA cyber crime wing. Many per-
sons have been arrested in connection with this
racket.

The purpose of these SIM card centres is to
make revenue losses to the governments and make
international calling cheap but sources in the crime
branch suggest that this particular centres were be-
ing used to make calls to the sensitive departments
in the country.

The SIM box setup is considered as a financial
loss to the government of Pakistan. These kinds of
exchanges cause a loss of millions of rupees to the
telecom department too.

Most cellular operators have stopped selling of
illegal SIMs to the suspicious persons but Chinese
company did not follow the directive of PTA and
continue selling of illegal SIMs to mint the money
on the cost of lives of the innocent people because
these SIMs use in terrorism and other heinous
crimes and even fraudulents also use these SIMs to
call the people that you have won new brand
Corolla car and Rs 1 million so call us to get your
awards. Even swindlers use Whatsapp to befool the
innocent people. These are the reasons, Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA) has imposed
plenty Rs 100 million to the Chinese cellular firm
Zong.

MAJGEN (R) AMIR AZEEM BAIWA
Chairman PTA

The reliable source said that it is true that the
Zong management has given the target to its em-
ployees to sell the maximum SIMs in case fail to
achieve target, they will sacked from the job. It is
surprise to know that the Corporate Wing fully in-
volved in the illegal business.

The sources inside PTA said all new SIMs are
being issued through Biometric Verification Sys-
tem (BVS) across the country if we found any com-
pany involved in the illegal business, we will take
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stern action again them.
It is remembered that a survey was carried out
by the Authority in December 2019 and it was re-

. COVER STORY

vealed that the licensee is not selling SIMs as per ap-
plicable law particularly PTA’s determination.

It was also observed that the licensee, its fran-
chisee/retailers were involved in door-to-
door/kiosks activity without prior approval of the
Authority as well as, were selling SIMs below
Rs200 as determined by the Authority. As a conse-
quence, the Authority issued a show-cause notice
dated 10th February, 2020 for these contraventions.

The licensee submitted an interim reply and
later submitted its final response to the notice and

[t is remembered that a
survey was carried out by
the Authority in December
2019 and it was revealed
that the licensee is not
selling SIMs as per
applicable law particularly
PTA’s determination

stated that CMPak has been abiding by the terms of
Subscribers Regulations and SoP which is evident
from its efforts wherein a thorough check was run
against 176 retailer ID’s and consequently 76 warn-
ing letters were issued along with levying of penal-
ties to franchise holders who were found to be op-
erating contrary to the regulations and the SoP
which was followed by termination of 2 Franchise
Agreements. That in compliance of the SoP and
regulations, SIM’s issued in contravention to the
regulations and SoP were blocked and action to
curb issuance of illegal SIM’s is still operational.
That on 25-09-2018, instructions were issued to all
Franchise holders viz their activities being moni-
tored so as to ensure that the franchise is not in-
volved in any fraudulent activity, including but not
limited to grey trafficking, fake activations, docu-
ment forging being in contravention to SoP and
regulations.

After careful examination of the contents, the li-
censee’s replies to the notice including verbal sub-
missions made during hearing and written argu-
ments submitted vide letter dated 10th May 2020,
findings of the Authority are as under; The licensee
submitted that in aggregate action has been taken

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

against 183 franchises/retailers for violating Regu-
lations, SOP and the determination.
As per the licensee’s submissions, a total of 176

retailers had been terminated and 76 franchises had
been warned or fined for an amount varying from
Rs.5,000/- to Rs.150,000/-. Furthermore, the li-
censee has also submitted as documentary evidence
two letters showing termination of franchises for
violation.

In this connection, the central question which
needs to be determined is whether the licensee
has taken adequate steps commensurate with the
seriousness of the issue. Unfortunately, the an-
swer to this question is in the negative. Use of grey
SIMs in illegal activities and heinous crimes is a
serious national security concern. Moreover, the
menace of grey SIMs and trafficking has been
causing immense loss to the national exchequer on
regular basis. More so, such activities also hamper
the legitimate business of other license holders.

The Authority in order to curb this problem has
taken and is continuously striving for implement-
ing regulatory provisions to bring the offenders to
justice. It is appropriate at this juncture to high-
light that the Authority has issued several re-
minders to the licensee on monthly basis inform-
ing the licensee about the sale of SIMs being used
for illegal activities and grey trafficking, however,
despite the continuous reminders, the licensee took
action only against the sale channels pointed out
by PTA. =
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(OMobile selects Bilal Abbas Khan as
brand ambassador

The launch of this
collaboration has been set off
with a television commercial
for the recently launched sMART
(DMobile Rocket Pro, featuring
the multitalented star himself

he highly acclaimed film and TV actor Bilal §
Abbas Khan, currently garnering fame for his *E s
unconventional role in ‘Pyar Ke Sadqay,” and ¥
famous for his roles in Cheekh, Laal, and O Ran-
greza, has been appointed as the brand ambassador of
QMobile, the leading smartphone selling brand in Pakistan.

The renowned actor would be seen endorsing the brand on
various fronts as their official face. The launch of this col-
laboration has been set off with a television commercial for the
recently launched QMobile Rocket Pro, featuring the multi-
talented star himself.

On this occasion, the actor said
“I am really excited and hon-
ored to be a part of this
new venture for a Pakistani
smartphone brand that has
always reached wunprece-
dented heights with their
products.”

The heartthrob of the nation
has been wooing audiences with
his powerful performances in sev-
eral hit dramas. With back to back
blockbuster projects to his name,
the actor has made quite a place for
himself in the Pakistani entertain-
ment and media
industry.
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PTCL invests Rs 1.9 billion in
CQVID 19 relief and support. 1n1t1at1ves

The Group’s foremost prlorlty is to keep Pakistan connected in this time of crisis, Whether

it be individuals, organizations or government institutions being able to work seamlessly.
PTCL Group including Ufone, U Microfinance Bank and PTCI have undertaken
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numerous measures to provide support to the people in these unprecedented times

TCL Group is undertaking a comprehensive
Coronavirus relief and support effort worth
Rs 1.9 billion. The package aims to help peo-
ple across the country to stay connected and
it will also provide access to facilities, mainly food and
healthcare, to the most vulnerable communities.

The Group’s foremost priority is to keep Pakistan
connected in this time of crisis, whether it be individ-
uals, organizations or government institutions being
able to work seamlessly. PTCL Group including
Ufone, U Microfinance Bank and PTCL have under-
taken numerous measures to provide support to the
people in these unprecedented times. A major portion
of this package will go towards providing subsidized
and free of cost services to customers, so that they are
able to stay connected virtually.

PTCL and Ufone have provided support to the
people on their products and services in the shape of
free offers and heavy discounts to minimise the burden
on their pocket. They can remain connected with their
loved ones and with their businesses, while staying safe
at home. Similarly, all transaction charges on funds
transfers through UPaisa to UPaisa wallets and to
other banks have also been waived off during the cur-
rent situation, thus greatly facilitating users.

PTCL is the largest provider of connectivity in
Pakistan especially for banking and aviation sectors.
Foreseeing a surge in internet usage nationwide dur-
ing the pandemic, PTCL immediately expanded its
submarine internet capacity significantly to ensure
seamless connectivity, for both retail and corporate cus-
tomers. Moreover, the Group is proud of its 12,000+
frontline workers, who are ensuring country’s con-
nectivity and business continuity round the clock, even
in the remote and far flung areas of the country.

On the behalf of its employees, President and
CEO PTCL Group Rashid Khan presented a cheque
Rs 100 million to Prime Minister Imran Khan in PM's
COVID-19 relief fund. The employees of PTCL and
Ufone have voluntarily donated part of their salaries
to help in the relief efforts.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

PTCL is also providing support to Coronavirus af-
fected families through its Razakaar Trust in the shape
of a package comprising of food items, medicines and
preventive gear in 25 cities across Pakistan. Along
with that, the company will also provide Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE) to National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA) for frontline work-
ers and sponsor hospital beds for Coronavirus pa-
tients.

Optel | ufone | L

PTCL Group fights
against Coronavirus with

PTCL Group has introduced various offers and
services to facilitate people during the pandemic. Both
PTCL and Ufone are providing free calls on Coron-
avirus Helplines including Ufone’s collaboration with
Pakistan Red Crescent’s toll-free Helpline 1030, where
over 38,000 calls have been answered and over 12,000
volunteers have registered from the country. PTCL
also raised public awareness on Coronavirusin col-
laboration with the Government of Pakistan and In-
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ternational Rescue Committee (IRC).Similarly, U Mi-
crofinance Bank is estimating to receive and honour re-
quests for liquidity relief for nearly 100,000 loan cus-
tomers through the deferment of their loans.

To support the government during the pandemic,
PTCL is also providing connectivity to hospitals, Res-
cue 1122, Federal & Provincial governments, along
with Law Enforcement Agencies including Police,
Sindh Rangers, Pakistan Coast Guards, amongst oth-
ers. PTCL has also set up call center infrastructure re-
lated to Coronavirusfor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK)
and Balochistan governments. PTCL Group stands
steadfast with the nation during this crisis while the
safety, security and well-being of customers and all
stakeholders remains its top priority.

On the behalf of its employees,
President and CEO PTCL Group
Rashid Khan presented a cheque

Rs 100 million to Prime Minister

Imran Khan in PM's COVID-19
relief fund

Furthermore, UPaisa customers can now donate to
Prime Minister’s Corona Relief Fund and Shaukat
Khanum with convenience through UPaisa’s funds
transfer facility. Donations can be sent to multiple or-
ganizations which are working for the relief of daily
wage workers and other deserving households by sim-
ply dialing *786#. Customers can select “donation”
option after which they can punch the desired amount.

Cash can be transferred to various funds and or-
ganizations including PM’s COVID Relief Fund,
Akhuwat Foundation, Jabir Bin Hayyan Trust, Shaukat
Khanam Memorial Trust, Shifa Foundation, Shifa Eye
Trust and Vision Forty Seven Foundation. m
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Samsung S20 Ultra
faces auto-focus and
overheating issues

A number of Exynos Galaxy S20 Ultra owners are
complaining about poor autofocus issues in the camera app
and overheating issues with the device. They are also
complaining about poor battery life and noting that the
device is only giving them around 3.5-4 hours of screen-on

time on a single charge

amsung's woes with the Galaxy S20 series

just don't seem to stop. A number of

Exynos Galaxy S20 Ultra owners are com-

plaining about poor autofocus issues in the
camera app and overheating issues with the device.
They are also complaining about poor battery life
and noting that the device is only giving them
around 3.5-4 hours of screen-on time on a single
charge. That's pretty poor battery life for a device
that has a massive 5,000mAh battery.

Overheating and short battery life

As reported by Android Authority, a significant
number of people who bought the Galaxy S20 Ul-
tra Exynos variant have taken to Samsung’s fo-
rums to vent out their frustrations of the device’s
temperature problems.

Overheating is not an uncommon issue when it
comes to smart devices, especially the S20 series. In
fact, around five years ago, the Qualcomm Snap-
dragon 808 chips were known for overheating. If
there are heating issues with the Snapdragon vari-
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ant of the Galaxy S20, it wouldn’t compare to the
flood of complaints thrown at the Exynos variant.

Many users also complained of a battery life is-
sue, and along with heating problems, it makes

Samsung received a lot of flak
for using its own lixynos 990
chipset on some Galaxy S20
variants, while markets such as
South Korea and the US got the
Snapdragon 865

sense that battery life is affected. Some users say
that their devices only overheat when playing
games or accessing the internet. However, there
are also many who claim their phones heat up all
the time.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Auto-focus problems

Beginning March, which also happened to be
when the Galaxy S20 Ultra was released, a lot of
users complained about an issue with their camera’s
auto-focus. Some even sent videos to prove that
their cameras won't focus or that it takes a lot of
time to do so.

To address the issue, Samsung was forced to
make an early update in order to fix the camera
auto-focusing issues that the many users had com-
plained about. The update focuses only on the cam-
era app on all the S20 phones and upgrading it to
version 10.0.01.90. No new features were added,
but the focusing problem was finally solved.

Criticism over the performance gap between the
Snapdragon and Exynos variants

Samsung received a lot of flak for using its own
Exynos 990 chipset on some Galaxy S20 variants,
while markets such as South Korea and the US got
the Snapdragon 865.

In terms of performance, most reviews favor
the Snapdragon variants over the Exynos ones
deeming the former superior from the latter. In
fact, a petition was organized on Change.org asking
Samsung to stop selling the Exynos phones, citing
it as inferior to the other variant in performance,
battery life, camera sensors, temperature, and pro-
cessing among other things.

To address the issue, Samsung released a state-
ment on SamMobile explaining why the S20
phones used different chipsets and claiming there is
no performance gap between the two.

“The Galaxy S20 is a smartphone that’s been
reimagined to change the way you experience the
world and depending on the region, the Galaxy
S20 will either ship with the Exynos 990 or the
Snapdragon 865. Both the Exynos and the Snap-
dragon processors go through the same strict and
rigorous, real-life testing scenarios in order to de-
liver consistent and optimal performance over the
entire lifecycle of the smartphone,” the statement
reads.

Unfortunately, their customers are left uncon-
vinced by the company’s statement. And with a
phone that sells for $1,400, they have all the right
to complain.

There are many complaints have lodged on a
blog eu.community.samsung.com. One users said I
just use 4hours 6 minutes and the battery from
100%to 18%, it's 120hz, but I am not playing
games, just use some chat apps and watch
YouTube. I watched many YouTube s20u test
videos, others can use about 10hours for phone.
And my phone just buy 4days, every time the bat-

tery life is less 6 hours, I turn off everything un- B¢

necessary settings. m
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Pakistan ranks 4th
(Generation

Regulator by I'l'U

Pakistan only country in South Asia ranked
4th generation requlator (G4)

A

Intern:
Teleco:

N ] NE

The report further reveals that Pakistan has scored full
marks (20/20) for Regulatory Authority, 19/22 for
regulatory mandate, 22/30 for regulatory regime and
27/28 for competition framework. Pakistan’s journey to-
wards collaborative regulation has also been highlighted
as a special feature in the report

nternational Telecommunication Union (ITU)
has ranked Pakistan as 4th Generation Regulator
(G4) and become the only country in South Asia
to have achieved this goalpost. Out of 38
economies in Asia-Pacific, only 8% states have man-
aged to achieve G4 status. According to ITU’s report
“Global ICT Regulatory Outlook 2020 (GIRO)”, Pak-
istan scored 88 out of 100 that mean Pakistan’s ICT reg-
ulations are led by economic and social policy goals.
Pakistan is also among the top 5 regulators in the en-
tire Asia-Pacific region with a global rank of 48.
GIRO is built on high-quality data provided by
193 countries worldwide that forms the basis of ‘ICT
Regulatory Tracker’. The Tracker, developed by ITU,
is an evidence-based tool that helps decision-makers
and regulators monitor the rapid evolution of ICT reg-
ulation. The report further reveals that Pakistan has
scored full marks (20/20) for Regulatory Authority,
19/22 for regulatory mandate, 22/30 for regulatory
regime and 27/28 for competition framework. Pak-
istan’s journey towards collaborative regulation has
also been highlighted as a special feature in the report.
Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) is
continuously striving to achieve new international
benchmarks by showing its commitment to protect
consumer interests and enhance public-private collab-
orations for the digital transformation & socio-eco-
nomic benefit of Pakistan.
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Meanwhile, Information and communication tech-
nology (ICT) is becoming more prevalent, embedded
in many sectors and systems beyond the ICT sector it-
self. In response, the International Telecommunica-
tion Union (ITU) has launched the 2020 Global ICT
Regulatory Outlook which includes the Benchmark of
Fifth Generation Collabora-

INSIGHT | FLARE REPORT .

tive Regulation, also referred to as the 'G5 Benchmark’,
helps fast-track collaboration among regulators and
policy-makers from the information and communica-
tion technology (ICT) sector and other sectors to drive
digital transformation for all. As the ICT landscape is
complex and fast moving, the 'G5 Benchmark' offers
metrics to assess gaps, proposes smart roadmaps
through shifting regulatory landscapes, tracks progress
and proposes solutions where concrete progress to-
wards the Sustainable Development Goals has proved
challenging. The concept of 'regulation generations'
helps stakeholders analyse the maturity of modern
regulatory frameworks — from the command and con-
trol of first generation (G1) regulation, to a collabora-
tive and harmonized approach in fifth generation (G5)
regulation.

2020 Global ICT Regulatory Outlook

The 2020 Global ICT Regulatory Outlook bench-
marks regulatory across 193 countries worldwide and
offers an objective perspective on the latest trends driv-
ing ICT policy and regulation. It also highlights six
golden rules that accelerate the take-up of mobile
broadband and seven rules that boost fixed broadband
adoption.

Key findings include:

A vanguard of 16 G5 countries now have holistic,
forward-looking regulatory frameworks in place set to
enable digital transformation across their economies.

More than half of world's population is concen-
trated in G2 and G3 countries, with potential to
leapfrog to near universal digital inclusion. Meanwhile,
a quarter of countries remain in the G3 category, mak-
ing progress on stronger policy and regulation, but as
yet are unable to unlock the full potential of ICT mar-
kets. "The Global ICT Regulatory Outlook 2020 is as
a rich, powerful and practical tool to all of us seeking
to build a world of meaningful connectivity through
regulation that is open, cross-sector, and above all, col-
laborative," said Doreen Bogdan-Martin, Director of
the ITU Telecommunication Development Bureau." It
lays out clearly the trends, the challenges and the op-
portunities before the regulatory community in 2020
and continues to set out the decades-long ICT regula-
tion story as our industry develops and responds to ma-
jor world crises like the 2008 financial crash and
COVID-19." The Global ICT Regulatory Outlook
2020 also offers an overview of the state of regulation
in all ITU regions: Regulatory frameworks in Africa
have evolved the most over the past ten years; as of
2018, only two African nations remain in the G1 cat-
egory. Africa's score has kept pace with the rise in
world averages, and has exceeded averages of the
Arab States, Asia-Pacific and CIS. In the Americas,
over a third of countries have now achieved the
highest G4 and G5 generations of regulation. The
Arab States have seen slow progress in moving up
the 'generation ladder', although pace will likely ac-
celerate over the next two years with major reforms
expected in some States. Major movement in the re-
gion has come through G2 countries progressing to
the G3 category. Three States are now classified as
G4 countries and one Arab country has reached G5
collaborative regulation cat-

tive Regulation, a new tool
for policy-makers and regu-
lators to leverage digital
transformation for all
through stronger collabora-
tion across sectors.
“Collaboration across
sectors proves increasingly
successful in piloting regula-
tors and policy-makers to-

In just one decade, G4 has be-
come the established standard
for every ICT regulator, with
more than 50 countries in this

category

egory. Asia-Pacific presents
a very diverse range of
countries in terms of regu-
latory maturity. Across the
region, only four countries
have attained G4 status
and no countries have suc-
ceeded in attaining G4 sta-
tus since 2012, while two
are in the G5 category.

wards broad and inclusive
digital transformation," said Houlin Zhao, ITU Secre-
tary-General. “Indeed, digital technologies and services
are transforming lives across society - from agriculture
to smart water management systems. ITU stands ready
to support regulators and policy-makers around the
world. The 'G5 Benchmark' serves as a compass for reg-
ulators on their journey towards digital transformation
for all.“

G5 Benchmark

The Benchmark of Fifth Generation Collabora-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Though progress has been
made in the CIS region, regulatory frameworks are
moving at a slower pace, with average annual scores
since 2007 consistently below the world average.

Europe leads other regions, with 28 countries
placing in G4 and no fewer than ten in the G5 cate-
gory. While annual average scores of Europe have
consistently been the highest since 2007, the gap be-
tween European annual average scores and world av-
erages has greatly narrowed from 45 per cent in
2007 to 21 per cent in 2018. m
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t is shocking to know
that a cybersecurity

MNo. 1 Mobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan

i | 'he worst data

mation of 115 million Pak-
istani mobile phone users

—ersshreach as 115 million

in the number of smart-
phone users by country.

The number of mobile
=i moblle users at ris
reached 165 million as per

PTA report.

The cybercriminal, who
is a VIP member of the!h
dark web forum where the ¢
advertisement placed, has
set the asking price for this
data dump at 300 Bitcoins
(BTC) or $2.1 million.
Rewterz’s Threat Intelli-
gence team has analyzed
some of the samples from
the telecom database up for
sale on the notorious dark
web. The data includes per-
sonal information of the
users such as names, con-
tact numbers, residential ad-
dresses, CNIC numbers,
and NTN numbers.

The Threat Intelligence
team has noted that finan-
cially motivated threat ac-
tors are active in Pakistan
and organizations with out-
dated cybersecurity infra-
structure have become an
easy target of these actors.
The Threat Intelligence
team has noted that finan-
cially motivated threat ac-
tors are active in Pakistan
and organizations with out-
dated cybersecurity infra-
structure have become an

INSIGHT | ANEEQ NISAR .

phone users from Pakistan
and its sale on the darknet.
The two-judge SHC bench
headed by Justice Moham-
mad Ali Mazhar put the sec-
retaries of information tech-
nology and
telecommunication and inte-
rior, chairman of the Pak-
istan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA), chairman
of the National Database
and Registration Authority
(Nadra) and the chief exec-

specialised cybersecurity
. services firm in Pakistan, on
notice for May 13.

The petitioner, Advocate
Tariq Mansoor, approached
w the SHC and contended that
there were reports of
Rewterz about personal data
breach of 115 million Pak-
istani mobile phone users al-
legedly by telecom service
providers and the same was
being shown on the darknet
by some cybercriminals,
who were demanding 300
BTC ($2.1 billion) for the
sale of the data. He further
argued that the data, includ-
ing full names, complete ad-
dresses and CNICs of cellu-
lar users, was reportedly put
for online sale and it was
very alarming and affecting
the privacy of citizens. The
petitioner submitted that
Senator Rehman Malik,
chairman of the Senate
Standing Committee on In-
terior, had also reportedly di-
rected the Federal Investiga-
tion Agency (FTA) to probe
these reports and submit a

easy target of these ac- Rewterz’s Threat Intelllgence team has analyzed some Of consolidated report to the

tors.The team further notes

committee. However, he con-

that it is unclear for now LN€ SamMples from the telecom database up for sale on the nged that it was not prop-

whether only single or more
telecom companies have

notorious dark web. The data includes personal informa-

erly notified by the federal
government and, therefore,

fallen victim to cybercrlml- tlon Of the users Such aS names Contact numbers the report rnlght not be made

nals. It cannot be said with

public, adding that it was

certainty as well whether regidential addresses, CNIC numbers, and NTN numbers purely a matter of public im-

this data has been stolen as

portance, infringing funda-

a result of a single breach or

multiple breaches over time. According to the given
sample’s visible results, the latest data is from 2014
and none of the latest number schemes (0317, 0308
etc) are mentioned. It is entirely possible that the data
is old and the claim is false. Chairman of the Senate
Standing Committee on Interior Senator Rehman
Malik has directed the Federal Investigation Agency
(FIA) to probe reports about data breach involving
sale of data of 115 million Pakistanis on darknet.
Addressing a press conference on Saturday, he said
there were reports suggesting that data of 115 million
cellphone users from Pakistan, including details such
as full name, complete address and CNIC, was up for
sale online. Mr Malik was referring to reports doing
the rounds on social media which say Rewterz, a pi-
oneer of specialised cybersecurity services in Pak-
istan, claims to have discovered a data dump of 115
million Pakistani mobile users that has shown up for
sale on the dark web. Terming the reports alarming,
the senator directed the interior secretary to supervise
the probe to be carried out by the FIA, Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA) and Nadra and
submit a consolidated report to the Senate standing
committee. He directed the IT secretary to ensure the
report was submitted to the committee on time. He di-
rected the FIA and PTA to investigate the authentic-
ity of the report and investigate as to how the personal

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

data had been stolen and being sold for $2.1 billion on-
line. He asked the FIA to find out who was the source
of supply for the data dump and directed the PTA to
identify the service provider that leaked it. The sena-
tor said it should be determined if Nadra played a role
in the breach. He added that all the authorities re-

sponsible for releasing the national assets should be
identified.

The Sindh High Court issued
notices to the federal authori-
ties on a petition seeking inves-
tigation into reports about data
breach of 115 million mobile
phone users from Pakistan and
its sale on the darknet

He said the culprits should be identified and inves-
tigated under the Cyber Crime Act, Official Secrets Act
and also be tried under Article 6 of the Constitution of
Pakistan. The Sindh High Court issued notices to the
federal authorities on a petition seeking investigation
into reports about data breach of 115 million mobile

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

mental rights of citizens.

The petitioner further submitted that because of the
ongoing lockdown in the country prompted by the
Covid-19 pandemic, a majority of citizens had been us-
ing mobile phones to register themselves for the federal
government’s welfare programme Ehsaas and thus
millions of citizens’ personal data was prima facie at
stake and it needed a formal inquiry. He asked the
court to issue directives to the ministries of information
technology and telecommunication and interior to im-
mediately notify a high-powered commission of in-
quiry under the Pakistan Commission of Inquiry Act,
2017, preferably comprising members of the FIA, PTA,
Nadra, Federal Board Revenue as well as representa-
tives of the civil and military intelligence agencies to in-
vestigate these reports and prosecute the culprits and
their abettors in the data breach and leak under the Pre-
vention of Electronic Crimes Act, 2017, the Official Se-
crets Act and other applicable laws.

The petitioner also submitted that such an inquiry
be made public in the larger public interest and as re-
quired under Article 19-A (right to information) of the
Constitution. He also sought a directive to the PTA
chairman to protect the customers’ data, including that
of the 165.41m cellular subscribers, from theft. He also
asked the court to direct the respondents for complete
legislation and code of conduct for personal data pro-
tection of public and customers. m
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FIA warns parents and children to
beware ot the risks of cybercrime

QUARANT

v ../

Misuse of the internet is increasing at an alarming pace as the number of cybercrime

| S

complaints rises each day, he said, adding that teenagers are more vulnerable and
need extra attention from parents and the concerned departments

ederal Investigation Agency (FIA) issued an

advisory for parents and children to beware

of the risks of cybercrime during the coron-

avirus lockdown as youth increase their use
of social media. The risks extend to attempted re-
cruitment by extremists looking for young, impres-
sionable targets.

"In view of the latest outbreak of coronavirus, stu-
dents are currently on their holidays and are likely to
spend much of their time surfing on the internet,"
said the advisory published in print media.

"To avoid possible dangers, beware of risks of cy-
bercrime, which children and youngsters are prone to
while they are on the internet," it said.

The advisory urges both parents and children to "be
careful that a few male and female criminals mask
themselves as someone they are not and then lure
youngsters/children into their trap by becoming
friends with them on social media channels".

Parents should allow youngsters to use the internet
only under supervision and in a shared space, suggests
the advisory. At the same time, children are advised to
never share personal information, private pictures or
videos with anyone on social media and never to ac-
cept "friend requests" from any strangers.

The FTA advised both parents and children to not
stay silent if they become the victim of a cybercrime.

The 9911 Cybercrime Wing helpline is available for
anyone seeking guidance or wishing to report a cy-
bercrime, the advisory noted. "It is the responsibility of
FIA to give warnings about the misuse of the internet
by some unscrupulous elements who will try to lure
youngsters and minors for their ulterior motives," said
Wajid Safi, the regional director of the CyberCrime
Wing FIA. Misuse of the internet is increasing at an
alarming pace as the number of cybercrime com-
plaints rises each day, he said, adding that teenagers are
more vulnerable and need extra attention from parents
and the concerned departments.

From the start of the year through March, the re-
gional office of the FIA CyberWing so far has re-
ceived more than 500 complaints that have warranted
action and precautionary measures, according to Wa-
jid. Teach cybercrime awareness to children, he sug-
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gested. "We should teach our youth about the dangers
of the internet and measures for self-protection," he
said. "The FTA has shown great responsibility by is-
suing this warning to parents and children for protec-
tion from cybercrime," said Mossarat Qadeem, a peace
activist and chairwoman of PAIMAN Alumni Trust,
an Islamabad-based pro-peace non-governmental or-
ganisation. The FTA deserves appreciation for "draw-
ing public attention to cybercrime, which is spoiling
lives, especially those of youth, by pushing them to-
ward immoral activities and even to the abhorrent act
of radicalism," Qadeem said.

In her peacebuilding and de-radicalisation efforts,
she found that the internet had become a major avenue
for gaining access to young minds and leading them
down the wrong path, she said.

Increased internet use is leading to problems like
extremism, even in developed countries with high lit-
eracy rates, she said. In Pakistan, it is even easier for
unscrupulous elements to influence youngsters with bi-
ased information and arguments, she warned. Qadeem
urged parents to take such advice seriously and to
keep an eye on their children when they were using the
internet. Muhammad Asif of Peshawar, chairman of
the Youth Anti-Terrorism Organisation, also praised
the FIA initiative.

According to the Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority
(PTA), there has been a 15%
surge in internet usage since the

lockdown

Apart from the FIA, other government depart-
ments and civil society organisations should come
forward and concentrate on educating Pakistanis on
how to protect themselves against the misuse of social
media and digital technologies, he said.

As the coronavirus lockdown continues, "our chil-
dren have engaged themselves in using mobile phones

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

by watching different programmes and playing
games," said Muhammad Salman of Peshawar, a lo-
cal businessman and father of three children.

With the sudden spread of the coronavirus, routine
activities came to a halt, Salman said.

Even adults are indulging themselves in using mo-
bile phones and surfing online to pass the time, he said.

It is commendable that the FTA has warned parents
about the dangers faced by them and their children,
Salman said, adding that he will stay vigilant for the
safety of his family. According to the Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority (PTA), there has been
a 15% surge in internet usage since the lockdown
came into effect on March 24. “This is the highest
surge we have seen ever. Facebook, YouTube, What-
sApp, Instagram, TikTok and Netflix are the most
popular social media apps being used during these
days, and most of the trends on social media apps are
related to Covid-19 developments and initiatives taken
by the government in this regard,” PTA spokesperson
Khurram Mehran said.

While giving an interview to a local channel, Pres-
ident Dr Arif Alvi mentioned the bandwidth chal-
lenges faced by Pakistan.

“We are preparing a draft in which after consulting
PTA and the finance and tech ministries, we will sug-
gest to decrease the tax rate on internet packages and
increase the bandwidth capacity so students and offi-
cials can access better quality internet,” he said.

“Video conferencing apps have gained popularity.
Most of the schools are offering online classes through
applications such as Google Classroom. Use of e-
commerce and entertainment applications has also
picked up. The Higher Education Commission is also
making a plan with telecom companies in which spe-
cial data bundles will be offered to students in which
they can use the internet at cheaper rates from 8am to
12 noon,” the PTA spokesperson said.

The surge in internet use is also raising alarms
over privacy breaches which are likely to increase in the
coming days. Privacy issues will always remain a chal-
lenge in Pakistan due to the model of services being
provided by third parties not conforming to the exist-
ing licensing regime. =
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Fraudulent uses
latest trick to looting
innocent people

SOCIAL | AZHAR JAVED .

sages and calls on their cell phones stating that they
have been granted some amount on behalf of BISP
posing them as they were the officials of BISP and
people should contact them.

In most cases, those who were unaware of the
fraud get involved in their fake messages as the
criminals send computer-generated messages to
dozens of people each day and different groups
were involved in the illegal business across the coun-
try.

These fraudulent elements try to take money
from simple beneficiaries for helping in the issuance
of BISP cards or withdrawal of their cash grants.

It is pertaining to mention here that the Benazir
Income Support Programme (BISP) has been
ranked top among globally acclaimed unconditional
cash transfer programmes through revised Proxy
Means Test (PMT) Formula.

In 2016, BISP started an extensive consultative
process, with the support of global experts, which
led to the revision of the PMT formula with several
additional features to improve its performance.

Some months ago, Securities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan (SECP) also warned gen-
eral public against fraudulent automobile company
& ponzi schemes to safeguard the interests of the
public. SECP has advised people not to invest in
fraudulent investment and ponzi schemes promising
hefty profits and unrealistic incentives to trap inno-
cent people.

Federal Investigation Agency
(FIA) with the collaboration of
Pakistan Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA) is already
working to curb fake SMS scam

Few weeks ago, Indian Ministry of Defence is-
sued an advisory that Pakistani fraudsters are loot-
ing hard earned money from your bank account
using WhatsApp. Security agencies have discovered
that Pakistan-based operatives are trying to trap
people using the popularity of the Amitabh
Bachchan-hosted show Kaun Banega Crorepati
(KBC) using several fake social media handles.

"It has been reported by cyber cell, Ministry of
Defence that adversaries are taking advantage of the
popularity of TV show "Kaun Banega Crorepati" by
making individuals join WhatsApp groups and
sending fake KBC messages to trap individuals," a
security advisory issued by the defence ministry
said. Earlier, Nalasopara resident Kavita and her
family had become a victim of these fraudsters,
who received a call from fraudsters where the callers

Swindler congratulates that you have won Rs | million  said they were from KBC. They told Kavita that she
will get Rs 25 lakh through KBC lottery! The fam-
ily believed it and ended up dupped.

The advisory further said that Pakistani-based
mobile numbers - '92-3077902877 and 92-
3040943299' are the administrators of such What-

sApp groups. The Cyber Cell of the MoD advised

td

and a brand new Toyota Corolla car as you registered

[

IVH
VRNV

with us on the game show contest so please contact to
Ali Raza on his mobile phone number 03415657385 and

-

WhatsApp 03447474510

he fraudulent have introduced new trick to

loot the innocent people through What-

sApp numbers, in the latest episode, I have

received voice message from 03412596928
in which a man introduced himself as I Muhammad
Zubair from Bol Game Show. He congratulates that
you have won Rs 1 million and a brand new Toyota
Corolla car as you registered with us on the game
show contest so please contact to Ali Raza on his
mobile phone number 03415657385 and WhatsApp
03447474510. Swindlers send a fake SMS to the
people, informing them that you have won a prize
of Rs. 25,500, Rs 30,000 If you receive any such
SMS, immediately inform the PTA telephone and

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

SMS to GoP.

Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) with the col-
laboration of Pakistan Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA) is already working to curb fake SMS
scam. Action is being taken against senders of fake
SMS under Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act,
2016 which can include fine, imprisonment or both.

Fake messages luring beneficiaries BISP is re-
ceiving number of complaints from public being
lured through fake calls/SMS by unscrupulous ele-
ments trying to hoodwink innocent people misin-
forming them of having been selected for BISP as-
sistance.

For last few years, people were sent text mes-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

people to immediately exit such groups if one has al-
ready been added to it.

200 fake handles of military officers:

The cyber cell had found over 200 fake handles
of military officers including both serving and
retired officers had come up on social media who
were tweeting and spreading messages as per the
Pakistani narrative on the Kashmir issue.

How to save your money:

The cyber cell has advised people to configure
their WhatsApp settings in a manner that only a
person whose contacts details are saved in your
phone can add you without an invitation.

Individuals are advised to configure their
WhatsApp settings that only people whose con-
tact number is saved in your phone can add them
in a group, without an invitation. It also gave di-
rections for that. m
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PTCL supports underserved
communities during COVID-I9
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PTCL has taken numerous measures to provide support to the people in these testing
times. A comprehensive nationwide Ramazan ration drive activity concluded, where ra-

tion packs were distributed to over 7000 families in 30 cities across Pakistan including
Azad Jammu Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan
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akistan Telecommunication Company Lim-

ited (PTCL) concluded a massive nation-

wide drive to support underserved commu-

nities affected by the COVID-19 pandemic
during the month of Ramazan.

PTCL has taken numerous measures to provide
support to the people in these testing times. A com-
prehensive nationwide Ramazan ration drive activity
concluded, where ration packs were distributed to
over 7000 families in 30 cities across Pakistan includ-
ing Azad Jammu Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan. The
ration drive was conducted with the assistance of phil-
anthropic partners; Alkhidmat, Saylani and Akhuwat.

preciate their contribution and efforts at this time in
need and I would also like to pay tribute to the serv-
ices that they are providing to keep the country con-
nected.” PTCL has also provided support to the
Shaukat Khanum Research Center for the purpose of
augmenting its testing facilities. Moreover, the com-
pany has sponsored the Pakistan Red Crescent Society
(PRCS) 120-bed Quarantine Facility in Rawalpindi
and also provided Personal Protective Equipment

for PTCL as our Razakaar force has significantly con-
tributed through their efforts to support the nation
during the ongoing crisis. Furthermore, our employees
have also donated generously to the PTCL Razakaar
Trust to support deserving communities across Pak-
istan. During the pandemic, PTCL has made con-
certed efforts to not only keep the nation connected,
but also spread happiness and positivity amongst peo-
ple to observe Ramazan in its true spirit.”

td

VRNV

[

Syed Mazhar Hussain, Chief
Human Resource Officer, PTCL

-

said this is a moment of great
pride for PTCL as our Razakaar
force has significantly con-
tributed through their efforts to
support the nation during the
ongoing crisis

The ration packs were distributed amongst the
needy families at a special ceremony organized at Dis-
trict Commissioner (DC) Office, Kohat. The cere-
mony was attended by senior management from
PTCL, along with high-ranking officers of the KP
government. On the occasion, Zia Ullah Bangash,
Adbvisor to Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP),
said, “We are grateful and much obliged at the support
given by PTCL and its staff who have generously con-
tributed to help the nation in these trying times. We ap-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Ahmed Jalal, EVP, HR. Operations, PTCL, is presenting cheque to Bngadier Abdul Hadi (R), Member Managing Body
PRCS for 120-beds Corona Care Hospital

(PPE) for approx. 500 frontline workers to the Na-

tional Disaster Management Authority NDMA).
Syed Mazhar Hussain, Chief Human Resource

Officer, PTCL, said, “This is a moment of great pride

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

PTCL, being a socially aware and responsible or-
ganization, is committed to extend its support for wor-
thy causes that enhance the lives of individuals and
communities during the pandemic. =
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World’s biggest 5G tower installed
on Mount lverest
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The installation of the tower will ensure telecommunication for the activities of mountain
climbing, scientific research, environmental monitoring and high-definition live stream-

hina Mobile Hong Kong (CMHK) and

Huawei teamed up to install the world’s

largest 5G antenna on Mount Everest,

world's No. 1 mountain in Nepal. The
antenna was installed at a base station 6,500 meters
above sea level, making it the highest 5G antenna in-
stallation in the world as well. China Mobile Hong
Kong announced the completion of the project on its
Facebook page, further adding that it had “success-
fully built more 5G base stations, including 6,500
meters above sea level on the highest peak, Mount
Everest”.

The installation of the tower will ensure telecom-
munication for the activities of mountain climbing,
scientific research, environmental monitoring and
high-definition live streaming according to Zhou

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Min, General Manager of China Mobile’s Tibet
branch. Furthermore, it will also allow tourists and
mountaineers to stream 8K live broadcasts have cut-

The project was a huge
undertaking and required the
use of yaks to carry equipment to
such high altitudes

ting edge communications with relatives from the
world’s tallest mountain. The installation coincides
with the remeasurement of Mount Everest, with
plans to use the network to help take the most accu-
rate measurement possible.

China Mobile Hong Kong announced the proj-
ect, dubbed “5G on Mount Everest”, in April. Since
then, three 5G base stations have been setup at Ever-
est Base Camp at a height of 5,300 meters, as well as
one at 5,800 meters and two more at 6,500 meters.
Due to this extensive network of stations and an-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

tennas, the company has been able to provide 5G
coverage on the whole mountain, including the sum-
mit situated at 8,848 meters.

Understandably, the project was a huge under-
taking and required the use of yaks to carry equip-
ment to such high altitudes. Thanks to their unique
adaptations, yaks proved to be the perfect mode of
transport for the 8 tons of gear needed to set up the
tower.

Emphasizing the importance of its achievement,
China Mobile Hong Kong said that the 5G on
Mount Everest project, “not only another extreme
challenge in a human life exclusion zone, but also
laid a solid foundation for the later development of
5G smart tourism and 5G communications for sci-
entific research”.

Both companies have a network of engineers on
site to maintain and continue to optimise the new
technology. More than 150 employees took part in
the construction and maintenance of the equipment,
including the upgrade of the 177 km transmission
trunk line and route along Everest. =
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UBG is an online multiplayer battle royale

game that has gained immense popularity.

However, there are some gamers who are

even addicted to this game which is why it
has become a major concern for many. PUBG is a
fabulous game but getting addicted to it can give rise
to certain mental and physical health issues that
you, yourself may not be aware of. Chinese and In-
dian governments have banned this game in their
countries but later India lifted ban. Besides, the chil-
dren who are addicted to playing PUBG game have
shown symptoms of unacceptable social behaviour.
For instance, prolonged exposure to the game make
children always think about war situations and bat-
tles. Moreover, they stop empathising with fellow be-
ings, nor do they intend to help their peers in the time
of need. The online game faced a lot of flak after in-
cidents of players getting injured or in some fatal
cases, killed because of the game indirectly. The
game has been told that it is "too addictive" and has
caused "mental health" issues to players. Top PUBG
mobile playing countries are India, USA, Japan,
South Korea, and Russia. On PUBG MOBILE'’s
second anniversary, it achieved milestones of sur-
passing 600 million total downloads and 50 million
daily active users.

Last year, more than 50,000 teams from over 10
regions participated in the PUBG MOBILE Club
Open 2019, where a celebrity Team-Up show match
happened. The entire year’s tournament concluded
with 532 million total views and 57 million total
watch hours (excluding China). In 2020, PUBG
MOBILE will complete the global esports ecosys-
tem, to create more stages for ordinary players in var-
ious regions. In Pakistan, Pakistan Telecommunica-
tion Authority (PTA) has been directed to decide on
banning the PUBG game as per LHC order.

The Lahore High Court (LHC) received a peti-
tion from a citizen Faizan Magsood demanding a
ban to be placed on PUBG for its negative impact on
children. The petition said that the game has a detri-
mental effect on the personalities of children around
the country as it “promotes violence”.

The petition added that PUBG is also adversely
affecting the decision-making ability of children and
requested the LHC to remove the game from the
Google Play Store. After reading the petition over,
the LHC ordered PTA to make the decision within
six weeks. As of yet, there is no word on whether the
decision will also affect PUBG on PC and consoles.

It is worth mentioning that Pakistan would not
be the first country to ban PUBG because of its vi-
olent nature. Back in July 2019, Jordan banned
PUBG for its possible perverse affect on its citizens,
a move that followed after similar bans in Iraq,
Nepal, and the Indian state of Gujrat.

People who played PUBG game
also suffered from such
problems as strain on the eyes,
migraine and obesity. Also, the
game is one of the leading causes
of poor sleep and exposure to
inhaling drugs

China also removed the game from its country
but replaced it with a patriotic and less violent ver-
sion called Game for Peace. The game is identical to
PUBG but censors all the violence involved.

With that being said, it is important to keep in
mind that parenting is the most important factor
here, if a child is succeptible to being influenced by
any video game, that child should be closely over-
seen.

Furthermore, people who played PUBG game
also suffered from such problems as strain on the
eyes, migraine and obesity. Also, the game is one of
the leading causes of poor sleep and exposure to in-
haling drugs. A weird fact is that there is a separate
hospital for PUBG addicts in India. We cannot af-
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PUBG addiction is
harmtul for you

The online game faced a lot of flak after incidents of players
getting injured or in some fatal cases, killed because of the
game indirectly. The game has been told that it is "too ad-
dictive’ and has caused 'mental health issues to players

ford another burden on the national health in the
form of PUBG addiction. Therefore, the govern-
ment of Pakistan should ban the game as soon as
possible. In recent days you may quite often come
across the students and youth glued to their smart-
phones who were busy in parachuting in to their bat-
tle fields , you can also hear some riffle sounds as if
some military exercise is
going on nearby. By this
time you may figured out
that the game is none
other than the PUBG.

The impact of the an-
droid games on youth is
always significant from
Dr.Driving to Subway
surfers, from mini militia
to clash of clans, but this |
time the PUBG forayed
in to the android battle
ground fiercer than ever. The impact is so huge
enough that will be played in Olympics .Even social
media is flooded with the PUBG related stuff. The
words such as riffle names and the game layouts
had became a part of the lexicon.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

The youth especially students are sacrificing their
leisure times to PUBG, as this game is being played
online as a team, the PUBG players are mushroom-
ing everywhere and the mobile companies also
started launching their new PUBG compatible mo-
biles. Under all these influences most of the people
started playing PUBG as if the society may not ac-
cept them if they
won't play PUBG.
The social impact of
the game is increasing
its range day by day as
it is a multiplayer
game connecting play-
ers across the globe.

The movies which
almost ended up with
a fight between good
and evil, from Luke
' Sky Walker Vs Darth
Vader to Avengers Vs Thanos, have geared up the
fighting spirit in youth which made the success of
many games such as PUBG cakewalk. The players
dispose all their fighting spirit in the game which lev-
els up their adrenaline. m
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he WHO said streets and pavements were

not considered as “reservoirs of infection”

of Covid-19, adding that spraying disin-

fectants, even outside, could be “dangerous
for human health.”

Spraying disinfectant on the streets, as practised
in some countries, does not eliminate the new coro-
navirus and even poses a health risk, the World
Health Organization (WHO) warned.

In a document on cleaning and disinfecting sur-
faces as part of the response to the virus, the WHO
says spraying can be ineffective.

Spraying or fumigation of outdoor spaces, such
as streets or marketplaces, is... not recommended to
kill the Covid-19 (coronavirus disease 2019) virus or
other pathogens because disinfectant is inactivated
by dirt and debris.

“Even in the absence of organic matter, chemical
spraying is unlikely to adequately cover all surfaces
for the duration of the required contact time needed
to inactivate pathogens.”

The WHO said streets and pavements were not
considered as “reservoirs of infection” of Covid-19,
adding that spraying disinfectants, even outside,
could be “dangerous for human health.”

The document also stresses that spraying indi-
viduals with disinfectants is “not recommended un-
der any circumstances.”

e —

“This could be physically and psychologically
harmful and would not reduce an infected person’s
ability to spread the virus through droplets or con-
tact,” said the document. Spraying chlorine or other
toxic chemicals on people can cause eye and skin ir-
ritation, bronchospasm and gastrointestinal effects,
it added. “If disinfectants are to be applied, this
should be done with a cloth or wipe that has been
soaked in disinfectant,” it said.

SARS-CoV-2 — severe acute respiratory syn-
drome coronavirus 2 — the virus that causes the pan-
demic, has killed more than 300,000 people world-
wide since its appearance in late December in China,
and can attach itself to surfaces and objects.

But no precise information is currently available
for the period during which the viruses remain in-
fectious on the various surfaces.

Studies have shown that the virus can stay on sev-
eral types of surfaces for several days. However,
these maximum durations are only theoretical be-
cause they are recorded under laboratory conditions
and should be “interpreted with caution” in the real-
world environment.

On the contrary, in Pakistan, buildings, roads
and model bazaars have been disinfected with chlo-
rine water spray. Chlorine water spray will be help-
ful in elimination of germs causing Corona along
with other diseases. As precautionary steps are being
taken in order to save general public from coron-
avirus. In an effort to disinfect the city area, Metro-
politan Corporation Lahore (MCL) carried out anti-
corona virus spray operation across the provincial
capital

The squad of the department sprayed many
points of the city including bus stands, offices,
streets, hospitals, markets, public places and main
roads.

The chlorine water spray operation was con-
ducted following the directions of Commissioner
Lahore Saif Anjum and the departmental squads
were disinfecting around 40 - km long area of the
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WHO warns fumiga-
tion of disinfectants
can be harmful

Spraying or fumigation of outdoor spaces, such as streets

ol e
4wl

or marketplaces, is... not recommended to kill the Covid-19
(coronavirus disease 2019) virus or other pathogens
because disinfectant is inactivated by dirt and debris

city. Punjab Model Bazaars Management Company
(PMBMC) carried out chlorine water spray in ten
model bazaars of the provincial capital. PMBMC
spokesperson said that sanitizer tunnel was also in-
stalled in Township Model Bazaar so that people

This could be physically an
psychologically harmful and
would not reduce an infected
person’s ability to spread the
virus through droplets or contact

could disinfect the hair, clothes and hands who
would pass through it. He mentioned that more san-
itizer tunnels would be installed at entry points of
model bazaars of Mian Plaza, Shershah colony,
Wahdat road and other areas where Model bazaars
were set up. He added PMBMC was making all out
efforts to protect people from caronavirus
Rawalpindi Cantonment Board (RCB) has
launched an anti-coronavirus spray campaign in
which the Cantt area is being washed with chlorine

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

mixed water, it was reported on Monday.

According to the RCB spokesman, RCB has
completed a campaign in Cantt Ward No.2 and the
sanitation staff washed all Mosques of the ward and
main roads with chlorine mixed water.

The RCB had finalised arrangements to conduct
anti-corona spray in all Cantt areas.

The officials concerned were provided corona
kits, face masks, gloves and other items to make the
campaign a success.

RCB Additional Cantonment Executive Officer
Faisal Munir Wattoo has directed the staff to con-
duct anti-corona spray in all commercial and resi-
dential areas and urged the citizens to stay home
which would help prevent the spread of coronavirus.

The spokesman informed that leaves of sanita-
tion staff were cancelled to ensure proper cleanliness
arrangements during the lockdown.

He also said that a special cell comprising mem-
bers, Senior Cantonment Engineer Attiq ur Rehman,
Senior Medical Officer, Dr Nadia Igbal, Medical
Officer Dr Noreen Igbal and Public Health Officer,
Waris Bhatti was set up on the directive of CEO Sib-
tain Raza to facilitate the residents in case of any
emergency or outbreak in Cantt areas. =
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Conspiracy theorists set fire to oG
towers claiming link to coronavirus

5G radiation can't penetrate skin, or allow a virus to penetrate skin. There is no
evidence 5G radio frequencies cause or exacerbate the spread of the coronavirus. Also,
the protein shell of the virus is incapable of hijacking 5G radio signals

conspiracy theory claiming 5G can spread

the coronavirus is making the rounds on so-

cial media. The myth supposedly gained

traction when a Belgian doctor linked the
"dangers" of 5G technology to the virus.

Closer to home, Facebook group Stop5G Australia
(with more than 31,700 members) has various posts
linking the disease's spread to 5G technology.

Many outlets and people have rushed to debunk
this myth, including federal minister for communica-
tions, cyber safety and the arts Paul Fletcher. But myr-
iad groups and public figures continue to perpetuate it.
Actor Woody Harrelson and singer Keri Hilson have
both shared content with fans suggesting a link be-
tween 5G and COVID-19. While cruise passengers
can access roaming wifi services on board, these are not
5G services. Maritime cruises have yet to implement
5G technology.

One petition is calling on the Australia govern-
ment to stop 5G's rollout because the technology can
supposedly "negatively affect your immune system" (a
claim for which there is exactly zero evidence). It has
received more than 27,000 signatures.

The difference between 5G and previous genera-
tions of mobile services (4G, 3G) is that the latter use
lower radio frequencies (in the 6 gigahertz range),
whereas 5G [also] uses frequencies in the 30-300 gi-
gahertz range. In the 30-300 gigahertz range, there's not
enough energy to break chemical bonds or remove
electrons when in contact with human tissue. Thus, this
range is referred to as "non-ionising" electromagnetic
radiation.

It's approved by the federal government's Australian
Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency as not
having the negative health effects of more intense ra-
diation. Radiation can come into contact with the skin,
for example, when we put a 5G mobile to our ear to
make a call. This is when

we're most exposed to
non-ionising radiation.
But this exposure is
well below the rec-
ommended

safety level.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

5G radiation can't penetrate skin, or allow a virus to
penetrate skin. There is no evidence 5G radio fre-
quencies cause or exacerbate the spread of the coron-
avirus.

Popular beliefs and conspiracy
theories that wireless
communications pose a threat
have long been around, but the
global spread of the virus at the
same time that countries were
rolling out fifth generation wire-
less technology has seen some of
those false narratives amplified

Also, the protein shell of the virus is incapable of
hijacking 5G radio signals. This is because radiation
and viruses exist in different forms that do not interact.
One is a biological phenomenon and the other exists on
the electromagnetic spectrum.

5G radio waves are called millimetre waves, be-
cause their wavelength is measured in millimetres. Be-
cause these waves are short, 5G cell towers need to be
relatively close together - about 250 me-
tres apart. They are organised as a
collection of small cells (a cell
is an area covered by
radio signals).

For 5G to
cover a larger ge-
ographic area,
more base
stations are
needed in
compari-
son to

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

increase in the number of base stations, and their prox-
imity to humans, is one factor that may stir unfounded
fears about 5G's potential health impacts. On the other
hand, the CCTV footage from a Dutch business park
shows a man in a black cap pouring the contents of a
white container at the base of a cellular radio tower.
Flames burst out as the man jogs back to his Toyota to
flee into the evening. It’s a scene that’s been repeated
dozens of times in Europe, where conspiracy theories
linking new 5G mobile networks and the coronavirus
pandemic are fueling arson attacks on cell towers.
Popular beliefs and conspiracy theories that wireless
communications pose a threat have long been around,
but the global spread of the virus at the same time that
countries were rolling out fifth generation wireless tech-
nology has seen some of those false narratives ampli-
fied. Officials in Europe and the US are watching the
situation closely and pushing back, concerned that at-
tacks will undermine vital telecommunications links at
a time they’re most needed to deal with the pandemic.
Some 50 fires targeting cell towers and other equipment
have been reported in Britain. Telecom engineers have
been abused on the job 80 times, according to trade
group Mobile UK, making the UK the nucleus of the
attacks. Photos and videos documenting the attacks are
often overlaid with false commentary about COVID-
19. Some 16 have been torched in the Netherlands, with
attacks also reported in Ireland, Cyprus, and Belgium.
False narratives around 5G and the coronavirus have
been shared hundreds of thousands of times on social
media. They vary widely from claims that the coron-
avirus is a coverup for 5G deployment to those that say
new 5@ installations have created the virus.
“To be concerned that 5G is somehow driving the
COVID-19 epidemic is just wrong,” Dr.
Jonathan Samet, dean of the Colorado
School of Public Health who chaired
a World Health Organization com-
mittee that researched cell phone
radiation and cancer. “I just don’t
find any plausible way to link
them.”The conspiracy theories
have also been elevated by celebri-
ties including actor Woody Har-
relson who shared a video
claiming people in China
were taking down a 5G
! tower. It was actually a
Hong Kong “smart lamp-
post” cut down by pro-
democracy protesters in Au-
gust over China surveillance
fears. British TV host Eamonn
] Holmes gave credence to the
theories on a talk show, draw-
ing a rebuke from regulators.
“I want to be very clear
here,” European Commis-
sion spokesman Johannes
Bahrke said Friday, as the
arson toll rose daily.
“There is no geographic
or any other correlation
! between the deploy-
. ment of 5G and the
WA #  outbreak of the virus.”
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ollowing a major slash in fuel prices, Fed-
eral Minister for Information and Broad-
casting Shibli Faraz said that the govern-
ment will soon reduce gas and electricity
prices. Shibli Faraz said that the government will
pass on the benefit of reduced oil prices on masses.
He said that the government was taking all-out meas-
ures to provide relief to masses despite difficulties.

In February last, Prime Minister Imran Khan
directed to reduce the electricity and gas prices to
provide relief to the people on sustainable basis. He
chaired a high level meeting to discuss reducing the
electricity and gas prices in order to provide relief to
consumers.

According to the Prime Minister, the previous
government had made arrangements and agreements
that were made illogically without putting the inter-
est of the country into consideration.

This resulted in expensive electricity and in-
creasing circular debt however, the Prime Minister
was told that steps have been taken to prevent power
theft and has resulted in an income of Rs. 122 bil-
lion.

It was informed that the monthly increase in cir-
cular debt of Rs. 38 billion had been reduced to a
monthly increase of Rs. 12 billion and it would be
brought down to zero by the end of this year.

PM Imran said that right now the top priority of
the government was to provide relief to the people
especially in the low income segment.

On his directives, proposals were made to re-
duce prices for electricity and gas for the domestic
and industrial consumers and Special Assistant to
Prime Minister (SAPM) Nadeem Babar also made
suggestions on long term plan to reduce the price of
gas.

Meanwhile, the Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (ICCI) has called upon the gov-
ernment to make a proportionate cut in the prices of
electricity and gas as has been made in the prices of
petroleum products that would reduce the high cost
of doing business, bring down inflation and provide
good relief to the common man in these difficult
times.

Muhammad Ahmed Waheed, President, Islam-
abad Chamber of Commerce & Industry said that in
these tough circumstances, the government has taken
a good decision by reducing prices of petroleum
products from 15-38 per cent that would bring down
production cost and provide important relief to
people. However, he urged that the government
should also make a proportionate cut in the prices
of electricity and gas prices that would further re-
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Proportionate cut in
prices of power and
gas demanded

should also make a proportionate cut in
the prices of electricity and gas prices that would further
reduce the cost of doing business and ease the burden of
inflation-stricken people

vised. He said that the government has increased
tax of Rs.5.68 per litre on petrol, Rs.6.79 on HSD
and Rs.14.06 per litre on kerosene oil. Similarly, pe-
troleum levy of Rs.23.76 per litre has been increased
on petrol, which was Rs.10 in January last year He

duce the cost of doing
business and ease the bur-
den of inflation-stricken
people. He said that Pak-
istan was producing major
share of electricity from

prices in the international
market have come down

Prime Minister Imran Khan
directed to reduce the
electricity and gas prices to pro-
thermal fuel while the oil yjde relief to the
tainable basis

said that petroleum levy on
HSD has also been in-
creased Rs.30 from Rs.8 of
last year and Rs.18 on
kerosene oil from Rs.6 of
last year.

He said that the govern-
ment has also increased
GST up to Rs.17 on all

people on sus-

drastically. He said it was
the best time for the government to cut energy
prices to give crucial relief to the business sector
and the general public.

The ICCI president said that at the one hand,
the government has reduced prices of POL prod-
ucts, but at the other hand, it has further increased
taxes and levy on these products that should be re-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

POL products. However,
he stressed that keeping in view the current difficul-
ties of the business sector and the general public, the
government should revise hike in taxes and levy on
POL products to provide badly needed relief to the
business community and people.

On the other hand, the government reduced the
prices of re-gasified liquefied natural gas (RLNG) by

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

21.63% or $2.0729/mmbtu for Sui Northern Gas
Company (SNGPL) and 18.9% or 1.8061/mmbtu
for end consumers of the Sui Southern Gas Com-
pany (SSGC) for May.

RLNG is the major contributor to power gener-
ation after hydel sources, so with the decline of the
RLNG prices, the cost of energy will also reduce and
the benefit is likely to be passed on to power con-
sumers.

The reduction in imported gas prices will have a
very positive impact on reducing inflationary pres-
sure in the economy with benefits to the domestic
and industrial sectors as well.

“The government is extending maximum relief
to the public. Relief Packages include Economic
Stimulus Package, Ehsas Emergency Relief Pro-
grame, Incentive Package for SMEs and many other
relief measures. The latest one is the considerable de-
crease in the prices of various petroleum products
ranging from Rs 15 to Rs 30 to further facilitate the
public,” said a statement issued by the Finance Di-
vision. m
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ear Ajit Kumar Doval. Congratulations

for adding Gilgit-Baltistan, which happens

to be my beautiful home, in your weather

forecast on all media channels in India. I
think this was the maximum you could do. Besides, I
consider that you are much sensible to understand the
extent people of Gilgit-Baltistan hate your country and
your false claims on our home. I would also like to ex-
tend my felicitations to
you for successfully
killing the “exalted”
idea of Indian secular-
ism. Thanks to you that
India is now exploding.
With your expert ad-
vice, the government in
India has successfully
destroyed India’s image
and reputation in the
world. I believe that it was so prudent of you to pur-
posefully engineer chaos in your country to influence
elections. This violence actually worked to create an op-
portunity for BJP government in India to get tenure, in
the name of religion and communal hatred. I am im-
pressed that in a short time you have made India a sec-
tarian battleground. I know you must be thinking that
why I should be so concerned about India. There
would be many of cyber bullies from your country
ready to open a barrage of abuses and irrational rea-
soning against me, but I deem it both reasonable and
justified to talk about you and your country, since you
have started to talk about Gilgit-Baltistan now. Bear
with my straight comments without asking me to focus
on our issues in Pakistan, which your country men fre-
quently exaggerate rather propagate.

I actually wanted to address this column to the
prime minister of India. Since you are considered in-
strumental in every step India is taking towards assured
disaster, including the recent revocation of status of
held Kashmir, thus I decided to write to you. Besides,
the prime minister might not be able to comprehend
what I want to convey, thus you may help him in this
regard as well. I know both his capability and capacity
to understand. That is why he needs you the most.

Mr. Doval, you have done a great job for your
country so far. You are good intelligence operator.
From engaging with “Red Intifada” in north east to
your focus on “Green Intifada” in Kashmir, you are
thinking like a military guy, which for a better reason
you are not. You know that Indian military operations
in Kashmir as well as North Eastern states have been
indiscriminate. You also know that these operations
have further fueled the reactionary movements. You
should understand that as National Security Advisor,
now you are neither an IPS policeman nor an Intelli-
gence Bureau spy. So you should learn to behave like
a policy maker on strategic level while fully under-
standing the political dynamics of issues. lamnotin a
position to educate you or guide you about the re-
quirements of your assignment, but I fail to understand
that instead of giving political reformation a chance,
which may alleviate the simmering discontent amongst
the masses, you are encouraging use of brute force,
shamelessly manifested through rifles, pellet guns and
other coercive tactics against your own citizens. Believe
me you are making it further difficult for them to be-
come obedient to your state. You are ignoring the
warnings enunciated in Vedas, which emphasize that
violence in any form for any reason is supposed to beget
violence. The law of Karma produces equal and simi-
lar reaction to any of the deed committed. This concept
of Karma comes into play to deter persuasions for vi-
olence as elucidated in the Upanishads which you
probably disregard as a modern Indian. You are set on
a different course. Your focus as National Security Ad-
visor of such a big country should have been entire
world, but you seem too stuck in your internal security
situations created and aggravated by none other than
yourself. You are wasting lot of money on Indian lob-
byists to activate Indian communities abroad to float a
well-crafted narrative against Pakistan. You are dream-
ing about hurting Pakistan in Baluchistan. Infact, you
are not stopping anywhere creating mutual hatred and
distrust. How many times you need to be told that it is
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Open letter to
Ajit Kumar Doval

In today’s incredible India, essence of Hinduism has been
lost and forgotten as the only Hindu dominant country
begins to adopt, support and profess a false concept of
Hindutva which has completely taken over the Indian society

always better for India find a remedy instead of creat-
ing useless war hysteria against Pakistan. In today’s in-
credible India, essence of Hinduism has been lost and
forgotten as the only Hindu dominant country begins
to adopt, support and profess a false concept of Hin-
dutva which has completely taken over the Indian so-
ciety. Should I remind you that “India is not a nation,
nor a country, it is a subcontinent of nationalities” as
said by Muhammad Ali Jinnah. I need not remind you
that in the thousands of year’s old history of this sub-
continent, this region you call a single country, has re-
mained under a unified control for a very short time.
Your staff will calculate exact years for you. In the cir-
cumstances you have created, it is completely unnat-
ural for such a big country to stay together. I expect
you to understand this more than anyone else that an
insurgency can only be dealt when the local people are
offered better alternatives, new avenues, acceptable op-
tions and abundant opportunities by the state. So try
to focus on your issues and stop worrying about us in
Gilgit-Baltistan. Soon, we are having our Gilgit-
Baltistan assembly’s elections in the region and we will
elect a new political government in the defacto
province. Meanwhile you can focus on your restora-
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tive plans in Held Kashmir and reconsider your bru-
tal plan against the Kashmiris and those in nearly
thirty separatist regions. You should know that you do
not have any option including a military one, to es-
tablish your claim on Gilgit-Baltistan. So just irritat-
ing us won'’t serve you anything. Despite fiery state-
ments and effervescent voices from your side, neither
you nor your army can ignore Pakistan’s nuclear de-
terrence. Thanks to limited knowledge about the con-
cept of tactical nukes on your side, it now seems prac-
ticable for majority of Indians that Pakistan would go
any length to protect territorial integrity. You should
believe the same.

Rest the weather here in Gilgit-Baltistan is superb.
Mountains are still covered in snow and it is cherry
and apricot season here. Cherries in Hunza and Na-
gar would be ready soon for harvesting. I would love
to send some wonderful cherries to you one day on a
Delhi bound flight provided you stop with your hate
mongering and drop your illegal claim on my home.
I will send a separate carton of Hunza Apricots for
Wing Commander Abhi Nandan Varthaman. Best
Wishes from Gilgit-Baltistan.- The writer is versatile ana-
lyst and speaker on contemporary issues
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he Trump ad-

ministration

moved to block

global chip sup-
plies to blacklisted tele-
coms equipment giant
Huawei Technologies,
spurring fears of Chinese
retaliation and hammer-
ing shares of U.S. produc-
ers of chipmaking equip-
ment. A new rule,
unveiled by the Com-
merce Department and
expands U.S. authority to
require licenses for sales
to Huawei of semicon-
ductors made abroad with
U.S. technology, vastly ex-
panding its reach to halt
exports to the world’s No.
2 smartphone maker.

“This action puts
America first, American
companies first, and
American national secu-
rity first,” a senior Com-
merce Department official
told reporters in a tele-
phone briefing recently.

Huawei, the world’s
top telecoms equipment
maker, did not respond to
a request for comment.

China's foreign min-
istry said the United
States needed to stop the
"unreasonable suppres-
sion" of Chinese compa-
nies like Huawei.

The reaction from
China was swift, with a
report by Global Times
saying Beijing was ready
to put U.S. companies on
an “unreliable entity list,”
as part of countermea-
sures in response to the
new limits on Huawei.

INSIGHT

MNo. 1 Mobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan

Trump admin tightens
screws on Huawei with
chip sale rule

pany, echoing reprieves
granted to Huawei by the
Trump administration
previously.

“This is a licensing re-
quirement. It does not
necessarily mean that
things are denied,” the of-
ficial said, adding that the
rule gives the U.S. govern-
ment greater “visibility”
into the shipments. “What
are done with those appli-
cations, we’ll have to see
... Each application will
be judged on its merits.”
After essentially barring
Huawei from buying from
U.S. suppliers, the Com-
merce Department
granted licenses to some
of Huawei’s biggest U.S.
partners to continue to sell
to the company, while
also allowing smaller ru-
ral telecoms companies to
continue to purchase
Huawei equipment to
keep their networks up
and running.

Huawei, which needs
semiconductors for its
smartphones and tele-
coms equipment, has
found itself at the heart of
a battle for global techno-
logical dominance be-
tween the United States
and China, whose rela-
tionship has soured in re-
cent months over the ori-
gins of the deadly
coronavirus.

While the rule change
is aimed at squeezing
Huawei and will hit the
chip foundries it relies on,
U.S. manufacturers of
chipmaking equipment

The measures include HHuawei, which needs semiconductors for its smartphones could face long-term pain,

launching investigations

and imposing restrictions aNd telecoms equipment, has found itself at the heart of a
battle for global technological dominance between the
United States and China, whose relationship has soured in
recent months over the origins of the deadly coronavirus

on U.S. companies such
as Apple Inc, Cisco Sys-
tems Inc and Qualcomm
Inc, as well as suspending
purchases of Boeing Co
airplanes, the report said
here citing a source. The
Commerce Department’s rule, effective May 15 but
with a 120-day grace period, also hits Taiwan Semi-
conductor Manufacturing Co Ltd, the biggest con-
tract chipmaker and key Huawei supplier, which
announced plans to build a U.S.-based plant.
TSMC said it is “following the U.S. export rule
change closely” and working with outside counsel
to “conduct legal analysis and ensure a compre-
hensive examination and interpretation of these
rules.” The department said the rule is aimed at pre-
venting Huawei from continuing to “undermine” its
status as a blacklisted company, meaning suppliers
of U.S.-made sophisticated technology must seek a
U.S. government license before selling to it. “There
has been a very highly technical loophole through
which Huawei has been in able, in effect, to use U.S.
technology with foreign fab producers,” Commerce
Secretary Wilbur Ross told Fox Business Network,
calling the rule change a “highly tailored thing to
try to correct that loophole.” The company was
added to the Commerce Department’s “entity list”
last year due to national security concerns, amid ac-
cusations from Washington that it violated U.S.
sanctions on Iran and can spy on customers.
Huawei has denied the allegations. Washington
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lawyer Kevin Wolf, a former Commerce Depart-
ment official, said the rule appeared to be a “novel,
complex expansion of U.S. export controls” for
chip-related items made with U.S. technology
abroad and sent to Huawei. But he stressed that
chips designed by companies other than Huawei

“T'his action puts America first,
American companies first, and
American national security first,
a senior Gommerce Department
official told reporters in a
telephone briefing recently.

and manufactured with U.S. technology could still
be sold to the company without the license re-
quirement.

While the new rules will apply to chips regard-
less of their level of sophistication, a senior U.S.
State Department official who also briefed reporters
opened the door to some flexibility for the com-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

if chipmakers develop
new equipment sources
beyond the reach of U.S.
rules. But for now, most
chipmakers rely on equip-
ment produced by U.S.
companies such as KLA,
Lam Research and Ap-
plied Materials, which did
not respond to requests for comment. While some
of the complex tools required to make chips come
from companies outside the United States, such as
Japan’s Tokyo Electron and Hitachi and the Nether-
lands’ ASML, analysts say it would be difficult to
put together an entire toolchain for making ad-
vanced semiconductors without at least some
American equipment. The burden of dealing with
the new rule is most likely to be felt by foundries
such as TSMC that buy the tools, rather than U.S.
semiconductor firms such as Qualcomm Inc or
Nvidia Corp that tap such foundries as part of their
supply chain.

“We are concerned this rule may create uncer-
tainty and disruption for the global semiconductor
supply chain, but it seems to be less damaging to
the U.S. semiconductor industry than the very
broad approaches previously considered,” Semi-
conductor Industry Association Chief Executive
John Neuffer said in a statement.

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said the
action was aimed at protecting “the integrity of
5G networks.” He added that the rule “helps

IYH

prevent Huawei from undermining U.S. export W%

controls.” m
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With high prices, auto

sector sales plunged

Not a single vehicle was produced or sold in the month of April and the

ECONOMY |

FLARE REPORT

S

overall car sales have fallen by 52% during the first 10 months of the current fiscal year
on a year-on-year basis to 86,330 units

he local auto industry has been reeling
from the impact of coronavirus with some
companies halting their operations com-
pletely which has brought the whole in-
dustry to a virtual standstill. The situation has wors-
ened with the rupee weakening against the dollar,
which has forced the automakers to increase their
prices. Road Prince increased the prices of its bikes
followed by Toyota and Honda. Now, Hyundai has
announced an increase in the prices of
its H-100 pickup due to the deval-
uation of the rupee.
Analysts say when
the dollar be-
comes ex-
pensive,
. carmakers
increase
prices
because
they im-
port up
to 60% of
their parts, which are paid
for in dollars. However, Honda’s price in-
crease comes at a time when the dollar has fallen
sharply.

Car plants of all automakers are shut because of
the lockdown and their inventories remain unsold.
The sales of the auto sector plunged 70% this year
compared to the corresponding period of 2019. In
the case of Honda, the year-on-year decline in sales
is 96%.

Both IMC and HACPL raised prices at a time
when the economy is slipping into a recession as the
GDP growth forecast is negative 1.5% for the fis-
cal year ending June 2020.

Analysts say traditionally the au-
tomaker’s strategy has been to protect prof-
itability. By raising prices, they try to keep profit
margins normal so they can remain in profit.

Meanwhile, the Pakistan Automotive Man-
ufacturers Association (PAMA) has published
a report relating to the production and sales of
the automotive industry for the month of April
2020 in which revealed the shocking figure. It
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described that the not a single vehicle was produced
or sold in the month of April, according to one offi-
cial at PAMA “I have never witnessed zero produc-
tion and sales in auto history for an entire month and
the situation looks the same for May, which is
alarming for the auto sector.” The overall car
sales have fallen by 52% during the first 10
months of the current fiscal year, on a
year-on-year basis to 86,330 units.
Honda has seen the worst slump with
its car sales falling by a staggering 64% on
a year-on-year basis in this time frame
followed by Indus Motors who have seen
their sales decline by 54% on a year-on-
year basis. Pak Suzuki has seen its sales de-
cline by 47% on a year-on-year basis.

There are two ways of looking at it, for a

car to be counted as sold it needs to be delivered
to the customer meaning that if a person has booked
their car and even paid the full amount, it won’t be
counted as sold unless it has been delivered.

There were cars that were supposed to be deliv-
ered this month but due to the federal and provincial
governments imposing a lockdown, the car compa-
nies had to stop all operations, including deliveries.

This also transferred over to the production side
and no car was produced this month but owing to
the sowing season, tractors were allowed to be
produced and sold. They were sold but they
showed decreasing sales on a year-on-year basis
while Atlas Honda was able to show over 2,000
bike sales but they also showed a decline on a
year-on-year basis.

The other factor is that over the past year,
there has been a steady decline in the sales of

Both IMC and HACPL raised
prices at a time when the
economy is slipping into a reces-
sion as the GDP growth forecast
is negative 1.5% for the fiscal year
ending June 2020

cars due to a number of factors such as the pre-
vailing economic conditions, car makers increasing
their prices and the government trying to increase
the tax net. These two are the major factors behind
the sales going down

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

to zero. We talked about how the corona pandemic
would impact the local auto industry. In the early
days, the only thing that had been impacted was
the launch of the Yaris but now there is a lot at
stake.

According to PAMA officials, the sales and
production figures for May could resemble the
ones in April and this could have a devastating im-
pact on the industry.

We have already seen multiple car makers such
as Honda and Toyota increasing the prices of their
cars due to the devaluation of the rupee. Now with
no production or sales, they will have to increase
their prices again which could potentially lead to
further decrease in sales once the lockdown is over.

On the business side of things, they
could be forced to lay-off part of —
their workforce to try and - .
save costs. There
were already
talks about
an in-

dustry-wide bailout and these numbers could only
intensify the chances. One other thing that has
gone largely unnoticed in all this is how this will
impact the new entrants such as Hyundai, who
have just launched their new cars and BAIC who
were looking to enter the market later this year.

While both companies wouldn’t have the num-
bers to compete against the established carmakers
in a world free from the coronavirus with sales
and production already halted, it will be difficult to
get going and this will impact other future poten-
tial investors.

There are testing times ahead for the local auto
industry and it will be tough to navigate through
these rough waters. m
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No. 1 Mobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan

Jazz and Mountain Dew come together for an
online gaming tournament

Islamabad: Jazz, Pakistan’s
leading digital communications
company has partnered with
PepsiCo to become the data
partner for a partnership be-
tween flagship gaming plat-
form of Mountain Dew, Dew
Gamers Arena, and Game
Now for a four-week long
PUBG tournament. All Jazz
users who register for this tour-
nament will get free Jazz Super
4G data on the commencement
of this tournament.

Shoaib Ehsan Aftab, Direc-
tor Marketing at Jazz, said,
“The online gaming experience
is one of the important compo-
nents amongst various services
provided by Jazz. With Game
Now partnering with Dew
Gamers Arena, we wish to de-
liver a better gaming experience

to a larger number of cus-
tomers to keep them engaged

tomers can download games
for free, play tournaments,

in these times. As the con-
sumer stays at home, their

HMOomLeE

during these testing times
through Jazz Super 4G.”
Game Now is a singular
all-encompassing gaming
platform through which cus-

buy merchant cards and do
a host of other things.
“Mountain Dew contin-
ues to support staying at
home and social distancing

v

appetite for digital con-
sumption has been on the
rise. Staying true to our val-
ues of keeping ahead of the
curve, we are providing our

platform Dew Gamers
Arena for our consumers to
stay home and game to get a
chance to win prizes worth
millions. Having Jazz and
Game Now as partners in
this program, we aim to en-
hance our gaming experi-
ence and reach to masses
during these unprecedented
times,” said Saad Mu-
nawwar Khan, Marketing
and Franchise Director at
PepsiCo.

The registrations for the
online tournament are now
live! To register, customers
can log on to
dga.gamenow.com.pk and
get a chance to win prizes
worth millions! #MtnDew
#DewGamersArena
#GameNowwithJazz.m

TECNO'’s Pouvoir 4 build for gaming fans and videographers
launched in Pakistan

Lahore: TECNO has
launched of exclusive Pouvoir
4 in Pakistan. The Pouvoir se-
ries consists of two versions:
Pouvoir 4 and Pouvoir 4 Pro.
The series is equipped with a
giant 6000mAh long-lasting
battery, a processor of MT6762
Quad Core, and 7 inches Dis-
play HD. These two versions
would soon be available at the
leading flagship stores for an
estimated price of Rs.17, 999
and Rs. 24,999 only.

Pouvoir 4 is equipped with
8MP Dual Flash front camera,
rear camera of 13M+2M+2M
with Quad Flash - AI Lens and
a charger of 10W. On the other

hand Pouvoir 4 Pro, comes
with a 16MP dual flash front

with a fast charger of 18W. The
series also consist of TECNO’s

TELNO

Pouwvaoird4
Always Power On

%*Gs

camera, rear camera of
16M+2M+5M Al  Lens
equipped with Quad Flash and

HI OS 6.0 built on Android Q,
Fingerprint Sensor and Face
Unlock, connecting you with

Google Virtual Assistant
through a unique side button.
Pouvoir series would be avail-
able in hues of Ice Jadeite,
Misty Grey and Tempting Pur-
ple.

The brand’s General Man-
ager, Creek MA expressed his
views: “Appealing to the rising
consumer demands TECNO
has innovated a gaming phone
equipped with advanced speci-
fications. The series consist of
a long-lasting battery, spacious
memory, 7 inches HD display,
and brisk phone processor
guaranteeing no glitches and
an entertainment-packed per-
formance to the video game

junkies. We are hopeful for
Pouvoir 4’s impactful launch
and positive reviews from our
fanbase”

Pouvoir 4 beats its competi-
tors with 32GB + 3GB,
128GB+6GB large memory;
giving gaming enthusiast lag-
free leisure time. The ‘Pouvoir-
full’ handset would surely give
the best value to your money.
Its highlighting core gaming
features include, Magic button
used as a fire-key in shooting
games, Screen Off Gaming
Mode saving up to 50% battery
and an Intelligent Scheduling
System for PUBG to ensure an
enticing escapade for gamers.m
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UPaisa customers can transfer money for free to anyone

Islamabad: To upscale
the pace of digital transac-
tions and provide conven-
ience, UPaisa has further
facilitated its customers by
completely the
charges on all transactions
using mobile wallet
counts. As the nation ap-
proaches Eid
Coronavirus crises, the move

removing
ac-
amid

will prove extremely conven-
ient for the users to transfer
money safely from the com-
fort of their home.

In response to the Coron-
avirus pandemic in March
and as per the directive of
State Bank of Pakistan,
charges on money transfer to

other bank accounts from
mobile wallets were also re-
moved. Now with this move
all types of money transfer
transactions will be free from
UPaisa wallet. This means

deposited into UPaisa ac-
count from any other bank
account by simply selecting
U Microfinance Bank from
the list and adding the
UPaisa wallet account/mo-

dece g ]

Jpalsa

that customers can now send
money to anyone in Pakistan
with a valid CNIC by select-
ing send money and then se-
lecting CNIC option from
the menu. Money can also be

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

bile number.

In order to open a new
UPaisa account Ufone cus-
tomers can simply dial
*786# from their Ufone
SIM, accept the terms and

conditions, enter CNIC is-
suance date and create
MPIN upon receiving confir-
mation SMS.

The step has been taken
to encourage people to per-
form online transactions in-
stead of stepping out of their
homes for payments. Smooth
online transaction system
will eliminate the hassle of
going to the bank along with
ensuring safety.

UPaisa aims to fulfill
basic financial services needs
of the customers including
deposits, money transfer, bill
payments, mobile top-ups,
ATM cards and payments for
a variety of services.m
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Ufone offers
best hybrid deal
in just Rs. 9.99

Islamabad: To
seamless connectivity round
the clock, Ufone has provided
one of the best hybrid offer in a
competitive price. Prepaid cus-
tomers can stay connected
through calls and Facebook all
day by getting 500 minutes to be
used across all Ufone & PTCL
numbers and 500 MBs for
Facebook through which they
can surf photos, stream videos
and chat. The offer is available
in just Rs 9.99 and for activa-
tion prepaid customers can
simply dial *6060# after
which the offer will be valid
till same day midnight.m

ensure
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Zong 4G reaffirms its commitment to Pakistan on
World Telecommunication & Information Society Day

Islamabad: Zong 4G on
Telecommunication and Infor-
mation Society Day reaffirmed
its commitment to Pakistan as
it continues leading Pakistan’s
digital revolution. Having in-
vested over $3 billion over the
past 12 years and creating over
300,000 direct and indirect
employment opportunities,
Zong 4G is leading Pakistan’s
Telecommunication Industry
from the front.

In 2014, Zong 4G became
the first and only operator to
launch 4G services in Pak-
istan. Zong 4G also added an-
other feather to its cap when it
became the first operator to
test 5G and the first operator
to successfully test 5G video
call in South Asia. Zong 4G
has widest 4G network of the
country that equips Pakistan’s
largest 4G customer base every
day with the fastest internet of
the country.

As an operator which has
always stood with Pakistan
and with the outbreak of
COVID19 Zong 4G and its
ever-dedicated employee force
stepped forward to ensure the
provision of seamless services
for both individual and busi-
ness customers. In response to
coronavirus outbreak, Zong
4G announced a comprehen-
sive plan to maintain network

services, assist government au-
thorities, facilitate customers
and ensure that the economy
continues functioning digitally.
With teams working across the
country and around the clock,
from the safety of their homes
to being frontline workers,

collaboration with district
management authorities
across Pakistan Zong 4G is
also working with PRCS,
NDMA, NIH, UNICEF and
Indus Hospital among other
major partners to support the
fellow countrymen.

4G

Zong 4G’s employee force set
new standards of dedication
and commitment.

With a focus on health and
education, Zong 4G is work-
ing closely and proactively
with the Federal and Provin-
cial Governments. Zong 4G
has offered free GSM and data
services with recharge to
NDMA along with managed
Wi-Fi for internet. Zong 4G is
also offering VPBX Services to
NIH which provides multiple
connectivity points for swift re-
sponse. Zong 4G has also part-
nered with the provincial
Governments and district
management authorities to
create awareness around
COVIDI19. As part of these
partnerships Zong 4G is con-
ducting awareness drives in

Commenting on the World
Telecom Day, CEO Zong 4G
Mr. Wang Hua said, “The pur-
pose of World Telecommuni-
cation and Information
Society Day (WTISD) is to
help create awareness about
how the use of the Internet
and ICT is and will be an im-
portant catalyst in bringing
about change in societies and
economies. Zong 4G is deter-
mined in bridging the digital
divide and effectively helping
the Government of Pakistan
realize its vision of a digital
Pakistan. With coverage in
over 300+ cities, Zong 4G is
aggressively augmenting its
network to reach every nook
and corner of the country”

“In light of the COVID19
outbreak, our CSR strategy for

COVID19 has been developed
with an eye on long-term and
far reaching impacts. We are
fully determined in this fight
against coronavirus through
multi-stakeholder partnerships
that support access to critical
needs during these challenging
times. At China Mobile, we
fully understand our role as a
responsible and honest corpo-
rate entity in the communities
we operate in and we will con-
tinue investing in Pakistan and
in providing the best-in-class
services and products to our
Zong family”, he continued.

As part of the World’s
largest Telecom, China Mobile
(CMCCQC), and Zong 4G is in a
unique position to implement
the latest technologies and
best-practices in Pakistan.
Zong 4G will continue invest-
ing in the country to realize
the vision of a digital Pakistan.
To mark the day and to create
awareness about the use of in-
ternet and ICT Zong 4G is
running a special campaign on
its social media channels
today. Visit Zong 4G’s offi-
cial’s Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/Z
ongers/ and Twitter at
https://twitter.com/Zongers
and learn how #Zong4dGEm-
powersYou on this #WorldT-
elecomDay. .=

Telenor Pakistan attains USF contract for pro-
viding hi-speed broadband in Sanghar

TThe Universal Service
Fund (USF) awarded contract
worth Rs 588 million to Te-
lenor Pakistan for providing
hi-speed broadband in Sang-
har Lot (Sindh). Federal Min-
ister IT& Telecom, Syed
Amin-ul-Haque inaugurated
the Next Generation Broad-
band for Sustainable Develop-
ment project in Sanghar
(Districts of Sanghar and
Umerkot) at a ceremony held
at Ministry of IT & Telecom
recently. The contract was
signed by Haaris Mahmood
Chaudhry, CEO USF and
Irfan Wahab Khan, CEO Te-
lenor Pakistan. Secretary IT,
Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqui was
also present at the ceremony.

Chief guest of the cere-
mony, Syed Amin-ul-Haque
stated that under the vision of
Digital Pakistan, the Ministry
of IT & Telecom is taking
concrete steps to spread the
benefits of digitalization to
the masses. He said that dur-
ing the spread of Coronavirus,
Ministry of IT & Telecom will
keep on making efforts to en-

sure that broadband connec-
tivity helps us overcome this
crisis. He added that the key
stakeholders in IT & Telecom
sector should work together
vigorously to come up with
innovative ways for fighting
against Covid 19 through

technology. He congratulated
the teams of USF and Telenor
Pakistan and also hoped that
they will continue to achieve
these milestones in future as
well.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL ‘

Also speaking at the cere-
mony, Haaris Mahmood
Chaudhry, CEO USF informed
that Federal Minister, Syed
Amin-ul-Haque, Secretary IT,
Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqui and
USF Board of Directors have
been giving constant guidance

and support to USF for making
rapid progress. He also added
that all these projects are play-
ing an integral role in enabling
people of Pakistan to carry on
their activities through broad-

band technology during the
Covid 19 pandemic.

Through the project in
Sanghar lot, broadband cover-
age will be provided in 500
mauzas in Sanghar, covering an
approximate unserved area of
12,000 sq. km andbenefitting a
population of 1.47 million peo-
ple.

Sharing his views on the
development, Irfan Wahab
Khan, CEO Telenor Pakistan
said: “We are more commit-
ted than ever before to
strengthen the pillar of con-
nectivity as part of our pur-
pose of connecting people to
what matters most to them.
At Telenor Pakistan we are
driven to empower the coun-
try through enhanced connec-
tivity, creating opportunities
and uplifting the lives of mil-
lions and stand firm in our
commitment to break socio-
economic barriers through the
use of mobile technology.”

Senior officials of the Min-
istry of IT, USF and Telenor
Pakistan were also present at
the ceremony.m

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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Huawei launches
Nova 7i in Pakistan

Lahore: Huawei launched
Nova 71 smartphone in Pak-
istan. It has a 6.4-inch full view
display with no bezel, while
the fingerprint reader is on the
side of the phone.

In addition, the company
has its own high silicon Karen
810 processor and the com-
pany claims that gaming or ex-
cessive social media use does
not affect the performance of
any device.

The phone comes with 8
GB of RAM and 128 GB of
storage, while the company
has combined the Android 10
operating system with its
EMUI 10. In addition, the
4200 mAh battery is provided
with 40 watt fast charging sup-
port and the company claims
that the battery can be charged
up to 70% in 30 minutes. The
back of the phone has a setup
of 4 cameras with a 48-
megapixel main camera, an 8-
megapixel ultra wide angle
lens, a 2-megapixel macro lens
and a 2-megapixel Bokeh lens.m

TECNOQO’s new
Spark series might
be equipped with
five cameras

Lahore: TECNO Mobiles’
upgraded series Spark 5 Pro is
soon going to be launched in
Pakistan. As per recent reports,
the upcoming Spark 5 is going
to be equipped with Five Cam-
eras on the phone. The device
is expected to be available at
the most affordable price de-
signed to enhance your pho-
tography and videography
experience. Its other highlight-
ing features include 5000mAh
long-lasting battery, 6.6 inches
HD Display rigged with the
world-class AI Technology
setup.

TECNO’s GM Creek Ma,
said: “After the successful
launch of Spark 4, TECNO is
soon going to launch the up-
graded Spark 5 series. With ad-
vanced photography features
and an affordable price, the lat-
est series would create a buzz
in the mobile phone industry.
We are hopeful for its success-
ful launch and great reviews
from the users.”

TECNO has the whole tech
hub under its spell with its inno-
vative product launches. Fans
and tech enthusiasts are eagerly
waiting for the launch of Spark
5 with its teaser going viral. m

TECHID SPARK S
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Infinix launches Note 7 series with high-end
gaming processor G70

Lahore: Infinix, a pre-
mium online-driven smart-
phone brand designed for the
young generation, collabo-
rated with sensational duo
Ayeza Khan and Danish
Taimoor to launch much-an-
ticipated Note 7 series. The In-
finix Note 7 comes with 48MP
Quad Rear Video Camera, ca-
pable of shooting high de-
tailed picture and videos even
in low light, MediaTek Helio
G70 chipset & a 6.95” HD+
Infinity-O display. The Note 7
series consists of three variants
i.e. 6GB+128GB (Rs.28, 999),
4GB+128GB (Rs.26,999) and
two lite variants with
4GB+128GB (Rs.24,999) and
4GB+64GB (Rs. 21,999). In-
finix Note 7 will be available
in 3 mesmerizing color designs
such as, Forest Green, Aether
Black and Bolivia Blue with

NDTJ

subtle patterns in the reflective
glass.

Note 7 boasts with 48MP
Quad Camera, allowing users

to create ultra-high-resolution
photos & videos under a di-
verse range of lighting condi-
tions, specifically in low light.
No matter whether it is a beau-
tiful sunset, a backlight street
view, a selfie or even highlights
from a night out, the camera is
able to capture it all-- with
crystal clear clarity and lifelike
beauty.

“We are very proud to
launch Note 7 to local market.
Note 7 carries forward the
DNA of Infinix by offering the
most premium smartphone ex-
perience and powerful features
through stylish designs, trendy
technologies, and high-quality
hardware to software experi-
ence. Note 7 is the device that
combines Infinix’s technologi-
cal innovation strength with
our deep insights into our tar-
get consumers’ real needs to

deliver an overall enhanced ex-
perience for all types of content
consumption and user scenar-
i0s. We are confident that both
our fans and new users will be
amazed by the Note 7 when
exploring and perusing unlim-
ited new wonders with cutting-
edge technology in the newest
yet most price-friendly Note 7
in its price segment.” said Mr.
Joe Hu, CEO Infinix Pakistan.

Smart phones have become
an indispensable tool in peo-
ple’s daily work and private life.
Shooting videos in low-light
has never been this easy with
Note 7’s outstanding low-light
performance.

With a 1080P low-light
video camera recording at
30fps, pixel 2.8um, it will be
able to capture each detail and
color even in the dark without
the flash. The unique 1080P

low-light video camera allows
NOTE 7 stand out among
other mobile products within
its target market segment.
Meanwhile, powered by ad-
vanced AIS (AI Image Stabi-
lization), users can also capture
incredible blur-free, handheld
shots even in low-light condi-
tions using Night Mode.

Note 7 can accurately sense
movement and stability as well
as the amplitude and eliminate
it, creating super steady action
shots; this enables users to ef-
fortlessly take high motion
videos without the blur and
shakiness, instantly immortal-
izing otherwise fleeting mo-
ments of fun. Furthermore, a
16MP front camera means
that every selfie user take can
be stunning, turning a selfie
into a self-portrait in just one
second. =

Jazz’s Matching Grants Program contributes Rs 20 million to
PM’s COVID-19 Relief Fund

Islamabad: Jazz has deposited a total of Rs 20
million to the Prime Minister’'s COVID-19 Relief
Fund by matching every rupee donated by its cus-
tomers. This is just the first tranche of payments
under the company’s Matching Grants Program,
which was launched last month to double all contri-
butions made by subscribers and employees to the
Fund.

The idea behind this initiative is to encourage
more people to donate in response to the looming
health and economic challenges. Jazz expects to raise
more funds in the coming weeks to continue with the
health and food relief efforts for those who have been
severely impacted by the pandemic.

“We are grateful to our customers who have
showcased their openhandedness towards the cause

since the announcement of the Matching Grants ini-
tiative. Within the first three weeks, we have been able
to collect PKR 10 million, which has been equally
matched and deposited into the PM COVID-19 Re-

lief Fund,” said Jazz CEO Aamir Ibrahim. “At this
point, every rupee counts, and both urgency and
strategy are needed to outdo the economic and social
devastation brought upon by the pandemic.”

Subscribers willing to contribute to the Matching
Grants program can send an SMS to 6677, use their
JazzCash accounts to donate through the app or dial
*786#, or make the payment via the COVID-19 relief
website portal on Jazz.com.pk/PMFund.

Jazz has already pledged PKR 1.2 billion support
towards COVID-19 relief in the shape short to mid-
term initiatives revolving around vulnerable commu-
nities, and health and welfare organizations. Under
this pledge, the company has already donated PKR
50 million to the PM’s COVID-19 Relief Fund back
in April of this year.m
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NTC Management Board
meeting held

Issues of cellular mobile operators to be
resolved, says IT minister
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Islamabad: 100th NTC

Management Board meeting
was held at NTC Islamabad.
Federal Secretary Ministry of
IT, Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqui
chaired the meeting while
board members; Additional

Secretary Finance Dr. Arshad
Mehmood, @CEO, NITB
Shabahat Ali Shah and Man-
aging Director NTC Brig (R)
Viqar Rashid Khan along with

| NTC management attended

the meeting.

NTC Management Board
approved the Budget Estimates
for FY 2020-21, grant of Ad-
Hoc Relief allowance-. The
Board appreciated the efforts of
Brig (R) Vigar Rasheed Khan,
MD NTC for preparation of

e

Annual Budget Estimates for FY
2020-21 well before time for ap-
proval of the Federal Govern-
ment. Probably, NTC is one of the
few Government Organizations
which has approved its Annual
Budget well before the time.m

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Lahore: Islamabad: Fed-
eral Minister for Information
Technology and Telecommu-
nication Syed Amin-ul-Haque
has said that the issues of cel-
lular mobile operators will be
resolved. The federal minister
for IT was talking to CEO Jazz
Aamir Ibrahim who called on
him in his office recently. He

‘ i

welcomed CEQO Jazz in his of-
fice, and matters related to
telecommunication, digi-
talilzation, spectrum alloca-
tion and broadband were
discussed during the meeting.

CEOQO Jazz said that con-
sumers will get benefit by
ending withholding tax.
The federal minister for IT

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

ensured the resolving of the
issues of cellular mobile op-
erators. Jazz Donation by
Jazz towards corona relief
fund were also discussed
during meeting. The federal
minister for IT lauded Jazz
for this step and said that its
benefit must reach to pub-
lic. m
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Oppo Reno 2F
Rs:49,999
Nokia phones ranked #1 for
software updates and security

It just keeps getting better

Oppo Reno 2F - A Stunning Smartphone

Oppo is going to release Reno 2F, on Ausgust 28th. The
key specifications of the phone have already been
released. The specs of the smartphone are quite
appealing. The chipset that is going to power the
upcoming Oppo Reno 2F will be the MediaTek Helio P22
processor This is a powerful chipset that handsomely
handles all the specs of an entry-level smartphone. The
chipset of the upcoming Oppo's Reno 2F is coupled with
8 gigabytes of RAM. The RAM is less powerful than the
RAM of 2Z, so the RAM and the chipset keep the handset - \ . i
in the entry-level category. The internal storage of the - — - -".!:'i i 6267 HD+
Oppo Reno 2F's is 128 gigabytes. This is a huge amount - | B
of storage to hold a lot of data. But if you want to enhance
the storage capacity of the phone you can use the
dedicated slot to add 256 GB of storage. The upcoming
Reno 2F by Oppo will be coming with the Quad rear
camera setup will include Samsung ISOCELL Bright GM1
48 MP main sensor and the secondary lens will be 8 MP,
the third and fourth camera will have same sensor of 2
MP. The pop-up selfie shooter is going to be 16
megapixels of the Oppo 2F holds 16 megapixels front-
facing camera. The 6.53 inches AMOLED display panel
will give full HD plus the resolution of 1080 x 2280 Pixels.
In order to protect the data, the Oppo Reno's 2F will hit
the market with an under-display fingerprint scanner. On
the back, there will be an LED flash that will assist the
camera in low-light conditions. The upcoming smartphone
Oppo Reno 2F fueled with Li-Po Non-removable 4000
mAh battery. This is a powerful battery that provides the
new smartphone with maximum power. Like this new
handset Reno 2F's Samsung and other tech giants are

now looking to bring every possible technology to their
handsets. 9 9 y P 9y & 0 O © ! ADVANCE TELECOM ) www. advancetelecom.com pk
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— Tecno spark 4 - Another Budget Phone of the Company
ﬁ - ha Tecno is bringing another smartphone Spark 4 that is
= going to the budget phone of the company. The

manufacturers are doing a great job by introducing
such entry-level smartphones. The new Tecno spark 4
will be packed with some amazing specs that will give
the customer a choice to have it. The phone will be
powered by a quad-core 2.0 GHz processor to enable
the coming Tecno's spark 4 to make quick execution at
a very fast speed. The SoC of the phone is packed with
3 gigabytes of RAM. This is enough RAM for fast
execution of multitasking. The new Tecno Spark 4's
having 32 gigabytes of internal storage. The storage of
the phone is enough to hold a lot amount of data. The

phone is also expected to come with a dedicated slot
that will enable the spark 4 by Tecno to expand the
seels storage capacity of the handset. Talking about the

5 Ferarrtal LED camera settings of the smartphone so you will find a
P Torch Lk Triple rear camera setup at the rear of the upcoming
. "|II smartphone Tecno 4. The main sensor is 13
. megapixels, the secondary sensor is 2 megapixels and
& the third sensor is QVGA. The front-facing camera of
":'l the phone is kept the water-drop notch design that will
be 8 megapixels. The Tecno spark's 4 will be running
the latest operating system, Android 9 Pie which is the
L] latest OS available for the smartphones. The 4000 mAh
m‘lﬁ"u:l’;;!:.'“ battery seems to enough for the long-lasting back time.
T The new Tecno spark 4 is having a fingerprint at the
back that will provide your data with full proof data
security. The 6.52 inches display screen will enable the
handset to enjoy full HD plus resolution. The budget
phone spark 4's going to be a replacement for the
Samsung entry-level smartphone.

Iﬁl Android 9 Pie

o g R I2MP/FSMP
| Camers

we 16,500

| 32GE ROM

rep 22,500 rep 23,500

MOBlLE Tecno Spark 4

Rs:15,999
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Realme 5
Rs. 25,999

Realme 5 - A Handset with High Quality RAM

Chinese company Realme introduces its 5 that is the new
series after the company has launched a few magnificent
handsets in the 3-series. According to the newly leaked
information the new Realme 5 might make its debut in
October this year. Well, it was expected the after 3-series,
the company will hit the market with a new series that is
going to be 4, but the introduction of the Realme's 5 shows
that the 4-series is escaped by the company, this could be
superstitious believe because 4 is considered a bad omen in
China. The Realme 5's is coming with amazing specs that
one can expect in a handset. It is packed with a quality SoC,
Snapdragon 665 that is a powerful chipset. The latest
operating system Android v9.0 (Pie). Realme new 5 is
packed with 4 gigabytes of RAM which is responsible for
multitasking at a high execution speed. The internal storage
is also sufficient for storing a huge amount of data. The
Realme introduces only a Quad rear camera setup in 5, the
main sensor will be 12 megapixels and along with a five
megapixels secondary sensor. The front facing camera of the
new coming 5 will be 13 megapixels. The IPS display screen
measures 6.5 inches that are going to give you full HD plus
the resolution of 720 x 1520 pixels. The design of the
upcoming 5 is a warterdrop notch that holds the front-facing
camera. One of the most important things that are must be
taken into consideration is the capacity of the battery of the
handset. The new 5 is fueled with a gigantic battery of 5000
mAh that provides you with enough power. In order to give
you data high-quality security, the handset is packed with a
rear-mounted fingerprint reader. So, 5 by Realme will not
allow any unauthorized person to get a direct approach to
your data. Moreover, the dedicated slot will allow you to
enhance the storage capacity of the handset up to 256
gigabytes. The Realme 5 is the rival for the Samsung.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Realme 5 Pro
Rs. 37,999

Realme 5 Pro - A Stunning Handset

Realme is going to bring 5 Pro the new series which
will be launched on 20th August that is not far away
from now. The series is coming with amazing specs
that are going to be eye-catching. The new Realme 5
Pro is packed with a powerful chipset and high-quality
camera setup. The handset is powered by Snapdragon
712 chipset. This is a powerful chipset to support high-
end specs. The chipset of the Realme's 5 Pro is
expected to be paired with 4 gigabytes of RAM that will
responsible for the quick execution of multitasking and
the native storage of the upcoming Realme 5 Pro's
going to be 128 gigabytes for giving room to a huge
amount of data. The display is going to be IPS,
presenting full HD plus resolution. The display panel of
the 5 Pro by Realme be water-drop notch design that
will house the front-facing camera. On the back of the
handset, you find quad-camera setup with the main
sensor of 48 megapixels. The coming Realme Pro has
got an ultrawide angle camera and a macro lens along
with a portrait sensor. The security of the data is not a
problem because the smartphone Realme 5's Pro is
provided you with an in-display fingerprint reader that
will not allow anyone else to get access to the data that
you want to keep protected. The new Realme 5 Pro is
fueled with a powerful battery of 4065 mAh capacity
that will keep the smartphone alive for a long time. So
this is the handset that has everything that you want to
see in a smartphone. The 5 Pro's packed with a quality
chipset, powerful battery, improved security system.
Samsung and another tech giant now want to compete
with others by bringing quality handsets in the market.
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IPHONE 11 PRO MAX 256GB
Rs:2,62,599

144 x 71.4 x 8.1 mm

Body (5.67 x 2.81 x 0.32 in)
Displ 6.5 Inches,Super Retina XDR OLED
ISplay capacitive touchscreen, 16M colors

12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"

, 1.4um, dual pixel PDAF, OIS 12 MP
Camera , #12.0, 52mm (telephoto), 1/3.4", 1.0um, PDAF
, OIS, 2x optical zoom 12 MP, f/2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)
Non-removable Li-lon 3969
EEEIRA] mAh battery (15.04 Wh) Charging
Fast 18W: 50% in 30 min

M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
S0l Internal:64GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity,
Features compass, barometer, Siri natural

language commands and dictation

Oppo Reno 2
Rs. 79,999

Oppo Reno 2 - A New Flagship of the Series

Oppo is launching its new Reno 2, later this month. The
important thing about this flagship is that it will be
packed with 20X Hybrid zoom. This will be a powerful
camera and one will enjoy the distant objects with this
Oppo Reno 2 at a touching distance. Nowadays most of
the tech giants look very to bring innovations in the
camera department. Every now and then we see
different features of the camera. The Oppo's Reno 2 is
packed with a quad camera on the back along with 20X
Hybrid zoom technology. The other specs of the handset
are also quite amazing. The chipset of the new Oppo
Reno 2's Qualcomm Snapdragon 700 Series. The
flagship is equipped with 8 gigabytes of RAM that is not
a surprise for a flagship like this one. The RAM will
support the high-end specs of the Reno 2 by Oppo. The
built-in storage of the handset is also on the higher side
that is 256 gigabytes. This is enough storage, yet the
handset is packed with a dedicated slot that enables the
Oppo 2 to increase the capacity of the up to 128
gigabytes. So, simply there is no storage problem with
the smartphone. On the back of the Oppo Reno's 2, you
will a quad-camera setup that will feature a 48MP
primary camera with an 8MP wide-angle sensor, a 13MP
telephoto lens as well as a 2MP monochrome sensor.
The selfie shooter of the Oppo Reno 2 is going to be 16
megapixels. It features an under-display fingerprint
scanner in order to protect your data from any
unauthorized person. The battery of this new flagship
Reno 2's going to be 4000 mAh. This is coming with the
latest operating system Android 9.0 (Pie). The company
is a serious threat to well-established Samsung.

Itel Vision 1 Plus
Rs:15,999

System AndroidTM 9 Pie
: 6.5" HD+ Waterdrop
RIEIEV  Fliscreen 16007720
Rear: 13.0MP AF + VGA Dual with Flash
Front: 8.0MP FF Selfie Camera
ZE1EA  5000mAh Battery
\'/[=193(6]a"] 3GB RAM + 32GB ROM

Fingerprint :
8 Functions

IPHONE 11 PRO 256GB
Rs.2,44,799

144 x 71.4 x 8.1 mm
Body (5.67 x 2.81 x 0.32 in)
: 5.8Inches,Super Retina XDR
Display OLED capacitive
touchscreen, 16M colors

12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"

, OIS 12 MP, /2.0, 52mm (telephoto)
Camera Ry 1.0um, PDAF, OIS, 2x optical
zoom 12 MP, /2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)
Non-removable Li-lon 3110
Battery mAh battery (11.91 Wh)

, Fast charging 18W: 50% in 30 min

M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No

emo
Internal:256GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro
Features , proximity, compass, barometer
, Siri natural language commands and dictation

Vivo V17 Pro
Rs.66,999

Vivo V17 Pro - A Smartphone with a Quad Camera Setup
Vivo will be launching its V17 Pro after the releasing of
V15 at the beginning of this year. The smartphone will be
coming the almost the same specs like its previous
variant but the Vivo V17 Pro also has some important
features that are quite attractive. There is an image that
is leaked recently, reveals a great deal of information
about the rear of the next smartphone Vivo's V17 Pro.
The leaked shows that both of the smartphones have got
quad-camera setup at the rear. The camera setup is
aligned vertically. The rear camera setup of the Vivo V17
Pro's quite different as the LED flash has been placed
right between the center of the four lenses. There is no
evidence of the rear-mounted fingerprint of the V17 Pro
by Vivo that suggests that the smartphone will come
equipped with an under-display fingerprint scanner for
providing the smartphone with utmost security. Moving to
the front of the Vivo Pro you will find that the smartphone
is packed AMOLED display screen of 6.44 Inches
providing a resolution of 1080 x 2440 Pixels. The display
is going to be notch-less as the upcoming Vivo V17's Pro
will be equipped with the pop-up camera setup. The
battery of the device will be Li-Po Nonremovable 4100
mAh. The smartphone will be powered by Qualcomm
SDM675 Snapdragon 675. Vivo V17 Pro will be equipped
with 6 gigabytes of RAM and the internal storage of the
handset will 128 gigabytes. A dedicated is there to
support a microSD card of 256 gigabytes. The new V17
Pro's new leaked images also show the colors of the
smartphone. The color of the first variant is light blue at
the top and light pink at the bottom and the color of the
second variant is dark blue. The company is a real threat
to Samsung.
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Infinix Note 5 Stylus
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Rs. 37,899

Infinix Note 5 Stylus - Creator Of Awesome Things!
Infinix has already launched its new Note 5 but now a
version with Stylus is on its way to became the first
phone from this brand who is going to carry a stylus
Pen just like Korean giant LG and Samsung. So you
can say that Infinix Note 5 Stylus has also beaten
China's most favorite Huawei because they did not
launched any smartphone using this unique kind of
technology. One more amazing thing about Infinix's
Note 5 Stylus is this that this phone is powered the
Google's Android One software which is best and
lightest in matter of performance and weight. And
according to the Google Note 5 Stylus by Infinix will
get all the updates as they launch so keep your all
fingers crossed and get closer to the lightest and
perfect software that will change the bad user
experience of Infinix Note 5's owners to a good one. In
matter of its specifications this phone is strong and can
hold all the intense applications running without
causing trouble. Infinix 5 Stylus will be powered with
Mediatek chipset and its RAM will be 4 GB which has
the company of 64 GB internal storage. SD card slot is
also part of this phone which will expand the storage of
Infinix Note's 5 Stylus up to 256 GB. 6.0 inch is the
screen size of this phone which is coming with 18:9
ratio. Resolution of the display is 1080 x 2160 and
pixel density of the Note 5 Stylus is 402 pixel per inch.
Corning Gorilla Glass 5 is used to protect the display
from scratches. 16 MP back camera has aperture of
/1.8 while front camera of 5 Stylus is also 16 MP but it
is powered with low light selfie technology.

Nokia C1
Rs:7,849

Nokia C1- Back with a Bang!

World Famous Nokia returns with C1, the phone with
higher specifications and better chances of survival in
today,s Smartphone market. Equipped with dominant but
customized Android OS, Nokia C1 is going to be available
from december 2019, as soon as the hot summer ends.
The company has been struggling since the Android
popularity and then the microsoft take over, now Nokia's
C1 is going to be release with much boosted specs and
overhauled OS for a better user experience. Earlier half
android half windows Smartphone series were
disappointing but this time Nokia C1's specs are promising
as coming with front snapper of 5MP and rear mounted 5
MP lens that will hold a Carl Zeiss lens for better imaging
and recording. Nokia will implement Android OS 9.0 with a
twist on C1, last time the result was terrible and resulted in
a failed X series but this time we can expect a miracle as
the company has embedded the new phone C1 with Intel
chipset which ensures a geared up performance and may
lead to something better. The phone is powered by a 1GB
RAM so that C1 can run every application user wants.
With non-removable battery, the phone offers 5.45 inch
screen with 294 PPI density for sharp images. C1 may
bring company back to life and reenter the smartphone
battle. The phone equips 16GB internal storage and
external card slot to provide more storage space. C1 by
Nokia is said to be 8.6mm slim with 66% screen-to-body
ratio which makes it one of the slimmest smartphone ever
being offered in today,s market. Nokia C1 will ensure a
serious comeback for the evergreen manufacturer. This
Phone will definetly give tough time to budgets
smartphones of other companies Like Samsung And
Huawei. Nokia sharp C1 is going to be launched in the
month of december 2019 by the chinese giants.
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Honor 20 Pro
Rs.99,999

Honor 20 Pro- The Handset You Will Wish to Have

Honor is going to release 20 Pro in the near future. This
will be the upcoming flagship of the company. After
launching the 10 series, the Chinese tech giant was
expected to improve technology. So, the Honor 20 Pro will
come up with something different. The handset is packed
with the latest SoC, Highly efficient camera setup, huge
memory, and massive power. Honor's 20 Pro will come
packed with the powerful chipset in the world of
smartphone and that chipset is called Kirin 980. This will
also be used in its other variant as well. Honor 20 Pro's is
a 7 nm chipset that ensures the performance. All the 7 nm
chipsets have a great performance ratio as compared to
the other handset of the flagships category. 20 Pro by
Honor with this 7 nm SoC consumes less energy and
provides high-class performance. The system of the chip
will be packed with 8 gigabytes of RAM and 256 gigabytes
of internal storage. Honor Pro will have a 6.1-inch broad
display screen that will present you Full HD+ resolution. As
the camera setup is concerned, Like other flagships the
Honor 20's Pro will feature a rear triple camera setup. The
primary lens will be 48 megapixels and the secondary will
be 16 megapixels with the third one 8 megapixels and 2
Mega-pixel Macro lens. Honor 20 Pro has a selfie shooter
of high quality that is 32 megapixels. The back camera will
help you to capture the nature and the selfie sensor will
help you to get pics of your own with your desired pose. 20
Pro's The handset will be fueled with a heavy battery of
4000 mAh battery. There will an side-mounted fingerprint
scanner. Most of the Japanese and Chinese giants are
creating a healthy and competitive market by producing
'| smartphones for every type of customers from low budget
to high budget customers. So, like Samsung, the company

also taking over other smartphone giants.

Samsung Galaxy Note 10 Plus
Rs:1,95,999

Samsung Galaxy Note 10 Plus - The Stunning Flagship
Samsung is going to announce Galaxy Note that will
be known as 10 Plus at the end which shows that it is
going to be the high-end smartphone of the company
and is expected to be released at the end of this year.
The new Samsung Galaxy Note 10 Plus has got a
render surfaced that confirms the name smartphone
and other specs. The specs look like it will be the
flagship of the series along with other remarkable
smartphones of the series. The upcoming Samsung's
Galaxy Note 10 Plus will be powered by the latest
Snapdragon 855 and this is the most powerful and
most reliable chipset available for the smartphones
available in the market. The Samsung Galaxy Note's
Plus got another render that shows the display screen
of the handset which reveals that the bezels are
impressively slim with curved sides having a notch at
the top edge that reveals Galaxy Note 10 by Samsung
will be coming to a front facing camera that will be kept
in the display screen. So, it means that this handset
has pop-up selfie shooter at all. The chipset of the
Samsung Note 10 Plus is paired with 8 gigabytes of
RAM and 256 gigabytes of internal storage. The
execution of the multitasking will be much easier with
such a gigantic RAM and storage of the Samsung
Galaxy's Note 10 Plus will give the space that will be
enough for your whole life. It is coming with a Super
AMOLED Infinity-O display that will give full HD+
resolution. The in-display fingerprint screen of the
Galaxy Note 10 Plus gives the user full authority to use
them in a secure way without any fear of them being
stolen by someone else. The battery of this new Note
10 Plus is 4300 mAh.
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Octa-core (2 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A75
+ 6 x 1.7 GHz Cortex-A55) /.‘.’)/.,
MediaTek Helio P65 Mali-G72 MP3

Super AMOLED Capacitive Touchscreen
, 16M Colors, Multitouch
6.38 Inches ,1080 x 2340 Pixels (~404 PPI)

(Li-Po Non removable), 4500 mAh (5/?’
- Fast battery charging

SMS(threaded view), MMS
, Email, Push Mail, IM
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Xiaomi Redmi Note 9S

Rs:39,999

Xiaomi Redmi Note 9s - A budget-Friendly Smartphone
Xiaomi Is coming with its new Redmi Note that has got a
moniker 9s at the end which means that this handset will
be a budget-friendly that will be equipped with outstanding
specs. As the series has already so many smartphones
which shows that the coming Xiaomi Redmi Note 9s will
the smartphone that will be targeting customers of low
savings. Let's see the main specs of the device. It will be
powered by Qualcomm Snapdragon 712. The chipset of
the Xiaomi's Redmi Note 9s is mostly used in the mid-
range smartphone. The SoC of the handset paired with 6
gigabytes of RAM which means that the upcoming Xiaomi
Redmi Note's is going to be very fast in its execution. The
internal storage capacity of the phone is 128 gigabytes.
Though the built-in storage is enough itself yet the
manufacturers of the Redmi Note 9s by Xiaomi has a
dedicated slot for supporting microSD card to enhance the
storage capacity of the phone up to 512 gigabytes more.
The rear camera of the handset is quad camera setup.
The main lens of the Xiaomi Note 9s is 48 megapixels, the
ultra-wide lens will be 8 megapixels and the macro camera
is 5 megapixels the depth sensor is going to be 2
megapixels. The new Xiaomi Redmi's Note 9s is packed
with 16 megapixels front-facing camera. The phone is
fueled with a gigantic battery that will offer 5020 mAh
capacity. So, there will be no issue regarding power of the
Redmi Note 9s. On the rear of the smartphone apart from
LED flash, there is a fingerprint reader that will protect the
data on the smartphone. Samsung will a good competitor
of the upcoming Note 9s. Anything you want to see in a
smartphone is there on this smartphone.
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Nokia 2.3

Rs:16,900

Nokia 2.3 - A New Entry-level Smartphone

ech giant Nokia will unveil 2.3, the upgraded version of the
2.2. The up-gradation is taught to be not that significant. It
is an entry-level smartphone with a well-known chipset. The
internal memory of the Nokia 2.3 is also a good one that will
allow you to store a lot of data on the smartphone for future
use. The leaked information about the upcoming Nokia's
2.3 ensures that it will support dual SIM and will be
available in Sand, Cyan Green, and Charcoal color

ariants. The information leaked about the chipset of the
new Nokia 2.3's, confirms that it will be powered by the
MediaTeka€™s Helio A22. This chipset will be used in
place of 28nm Snapdragon 425. This 12 nm Chipset will
provide more power to the Nokia sharp 2.3. Different
ariants of the phone will offer different ranges of RAM and
internal storage. One of the models is packed with 2
gigabytes of RAM and Nokia is going to pack this new
upcoming smartphone 2.3 with 16 gigabytes of internal
storage. The next variant will be available in 3 gigabytes of
RAM capacity and the internal storage of the phone will 32
gigabytes. 2.3 has got another model that may offer an
upgraded RAM and internal storage of the phone may also
become double. The battery of the handset is reduced by
1000 mAh. It means that the new 2.3 will be fueled with a

000 mAh battery. Though the battery is a bit on the lower
side, still you will have enough power to keep the handset
on toes. The upgraded 2.3 has got a Dual lens of 13 MP + 2
MP along with an LED flash that is placed just under the
alone lens of the phone. The front-facing camera will be 5
megapixels. The 2.3 by Nokia has no fingerprint reader. As
his is an entry-level smartphone so you expect a
reasonable price tag. The company is now competitive
lenough to challenge high-rated companies like Samsung by
bringing smartphones like Nokia 2.3.
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SMART PHONE

GPAD 701

Endless Entertainment In Your Hand

TABLET

Octa-core (2 x 2.2 GHz Cortex
-A73 + 6 x 1.6 GHz Cortex-A53)
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Processor: Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Cortex
-A73 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A53)

5.9 inches, 1080 x 2160 pixels
18:9 Screen ratio (409 ppi density)
Sensors: Fingerprint (rear-mounted)
Accelerometer, Proximity, Compass

(Non-removable Li-lon ),3340 mAh
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Xiaomi Mi Note 10 Lite

Rs. 55,999

Xiaomi Mi Note 10 Lite - A High-end Handset

Xiaomi is going to bring Mi Note that has got a moniker
10 Lite at the end which shows that it will be an entry-
level smartphone but looking at the specs things look
totally different. Nowadays most of the smartphone techs
try to introduce high-end specs in entry-level

' smartphones like Xiaomi Mi Note 10 Lite. The handset

will be powered by Snapdragon 730G that is good
chipset performance-wise. This is the chipset that is
widely used in the mid-range smartphone. The Xiaomi's

I Mi Note 10 Lite is equipped with a powerful RAM as well

that will provide them with 6 gigabytes capacity that is

| enough to produce high-end performance. The coming

Xiaomi Mi Note's Lite got 128 gigabytes of internal

| storage capacity which is enough to store a huge

amount of data for a long period of time that can be used
in the future. Mi Note 10 Lite by Xiaomi is packed with
6.47 inches Super AMOLED display panel to produce
HD plus resolution of 1080 x 2340 Pixels. So, you can
enjoy videos with high-end quality. The upcoming Xiaomi
Note 10 Lite is packed with Quad lens back camera. The
main lens is 64 megapixels, the secondary sensor is 8
megapixels, the third sensor 2 megapixels, fourth sensor
will be same 5 megapixels. Xiaomi Mi's Note 10 Lite has
got a selfie shooter 16 megapixels. The battery of the
handset is also a massive one. The phone is backed with
a 5260 mAh battery that is enough power. Mi Note 10
Lite is also packed with an in-display fingerprint reader to
protect the data on the phone. So, if you are in a search
of a smartphone that has got everything then the coming
Note 10 Lite will be the go-to choice for you. Samsung is
also having the same qualities
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Infinix S5 Pro 6GB
Rs. 27,999

Inifinix S5 Pro 6GB - Another Stunning Variant

Infinix is going to unveil S5 Pro that has got a moniker
6GB at the end that shows it will perform very well.
The battery, internal storage , RAM and other specs
are quite amazing and powerful. The handset will be
powered by a mid-range chispset. The Infinix S5 Pro
6GB is featuring Mediatek MT6765 Helio P35 (12nm).
This is a mid-range chipset that will provide the high-
end performance with high-speed. The Inifinix's S5 Pro
6GB is paired with a high-end RAM that is 6 gigabytes.
It means that performance with on the high as
compare to other handsets of the other brands like
Samsung. Inifinix S5 Pro's coming with IPS LCD 6.5
inches display screen that present the user with full HD
plus resolution of 1080 x 2220 Pixels. The upcoming
smartphone of the S5 Pro 6GB by Inifinix is having a
triple rear camera setup with primary sensor of 48
megapixels 2 megapixels depth sensor and there is a
low light lens as well to enhance the performance of
the Inifinix Pro 6GB when there is low light. So, you will
have no issues when there is dim light. It has also has
an LED flash to to assist the camera setup in low light
conditions. Inifinix S5's Pro 6GB features 40
megapixels Motorized pop-up camera setup to take
attractive selfies and enjoy video calling. The battery of

Tecno Camon X

Triple camera: 13 MP + 8 MP + 2 MP
Quad LED Flash, Auto-focus

32GB Built-in, 3GB RAM

2.0 Ghz Quad Core

the handset is also a gigantic one that provide the S5

Pro 6GB with enough power to solve all the issues
regarding power and will let you enjoy full backup time
when you need the most. Samsung will have another
competitor in the shape of Pro 6GB. If you want to get
something special then this is the handset to check

IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen A
, 16M Colors, Multitouch6.2 Inches | <~
b

(Li-Po Non removable)

Infinix S5 6GB
Rs. 23,999

Infinix S5 6GB - A Stunning Upgraded Version of the
Series

Infinix is coming with another S5 6GB with a better RAM
of capacity. Previously the company introduced its Lite
version less quality of RAM and internal storage. Now
the upcoming smartphone of the company that is known
as Infinix S5 6GB 6GB is packed with even better RAM
quality and the internal storage is also a good one as
compared to the Lite model of the series. The new
smartphone Infinix's S5 6GB is powered by the same
chipset that is called Mediatek MT6762 Helio P22. This
is a mid-range quality chipset that is used in most mid-
range devices these days. The new Infinix S5 6GB's
going to come equipped with 6 gigabytes of RAM and
the internal storage will be 128 gigabytes. This is enough
storage to keep a great amount of data for a long time
yet the S5 6GB by Infinix having a dedicated slot for
microSD cards to enhance the storage capacity of the
phone. Its 6.6 Inches IPS LCD panel will give you HD
plus the resolution of 720 x 1600 Pixels. Infinix 6GB is
coming with a quad-camera setup at the back. The
primary lens is going to be 16 megapixels, along with the
5 megapixels ultra-wide lens and 2 megapixels depth
sensor and QVGA sensor. The Infinix S5's 6GB is
coming with 32 megapixels front-facing camera. On the
rear of the device, there is a Quad-LED Flash set up to
assist the camera setup in low-light conditions. The new
Infinix S5 6GB is also having a rear-mounted fingerprint
reader to provide the handset with a high-end security
system. The device is fueled with Li-Po Non-removable
4000 mAh. The S5 6GB's will be a good rival for the
coming brands of Samsung.
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Octa core (2 x 2.05 GHz Cortex
A76 + 6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex A55)

IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen, 16M
Colors, Multitouch 6.53 Inches

(Li-Po Non removable)
4500 mAh

(JED =)
ARSI e

5J,1g4&‘§ 3l

Huawei P30
Rs:1,24,999

Huawei P30 - Terminator Series!

Once again Huawei surprised with P30 intro which seems
too early but yet sources are claiming that this new phone
is developing and soon it will be available in the market.
So if the give info is correct then Huawei P30 is not too far
from us and soon we will see a smartphone with latest
design which gonna make him different from other
smartphones. Huawei's P30 have to make himself strong
because Samsung has announced a whole series of
smartphones that gonna toughen the competition for this
phone but it seems that as usual Huawei P30's unique
design will beat its rivals and gonna rank in higher class
easily. Mate series of this brand is still in pipeline and yet
they have created hype that Huawei P-series P30
smartphone is on its way too. Display of the phone is 6.1
inch and it is made up of OLED touchscreen which is
capacitive and smooth for scrolling. Huawei has decided
to equip the display of the P30 with FHD resolution and
we will see a 1080 x 2340 display ratio used for display of
this phone. Internal storage of the phone is consist of 128
GB and storage capacity of P30 is expandable with help of
an additional SD card with a capacity of 256 GB SD card.
In today's world camera seems to be strong selling point
for smartphones that's why the new P30 is coming with
triple camera setup on the back and as usual this camera
setup is going to beat everyone in its class due to its Al
technology which is perfect in every way. P30 gonna come
up with single 32 MP lens on the front armed with Bokeh
effect used to blur the background of the focused object.
Artificial Intelligence is also used in front camera of P30 by
Huawei which can easily sense the type of object and it
can use its intelligence to improve the quality of the picture
according to the given scenario. Chip used in Huawei P30
is Kirin 980 which is best chipset yet available.

TECNO CAMON 15
Rs:22,499

Tecno Camon 15 - A Budget-friendly Smartphone
Tecno with another mid-range Camon 15, with
outstanding specs and high-end camera. Though the
market is saturated with the mid-range smartphone yet
the company decided to stand out with the Tecno
Camon 15 and its Pro variant. Let's have an eye on the
specs of the smartphone. The coming device will be
powered by MediaTek Helio P35 chipset. The chipset
used in the Tecno's Camon 15 will assist the mid-range
category specs of the smartphone. The phone is
packed with 6 gigabytes of RAM that will be enough to
run the functions of the Tecno Camon 15's smoothly.
The internal storage is also massive as compared to
the other smartphone brands of the same category. The
internal storage of the Camon 15 by Tecno can be
enhanced through the dedicated slot that will carry
support for the MicroSD card. Most of the flagships of
different smart tech are coming with quad-camera setup
but the you will have the same in the Tecno 15. The
main sensor of the rear camera setup will 48
megapixels that is a good thing for a mid-range
smartphone. The selfie shooter of the Tecno Camon's
15 is on the top left corner that is kept in the punch-hole
display setup that has 32 megapixels Pop-up selfie
camera. The remaining three sensors of the rear
camera setup of the new Tecno Camon 15 is still under
the cover. It is fueled with a powerful battery of 4000
mAh capacity. It means you can use the smartphone for
a long period of time as compared to the other
smartphone brands. Camon 15's available in two colors
- Shoal Gold, Fascinating Purple, Jade. If you are
planning to have a Samsung smartphone of the same
category then you have to wait till it launches.

Vivo S1 Pro
Rs. 39,999

Vivo S1 Pro - A stunning Handset With Powerful SoC

Vivo is going to unveil S1 Pro after unveiling its last variant
in March this year. This variant is definitely packed with
outstanding specs that will make this upcoming handset
more powerful than its previous variant. Vivo S1 Pro has
got more powerful SoC, enough storage capacity, high-end
RAM and more improved selfie shooter. The SoC of the
new upcoming Vivo's S1 Pro is Snapdragon 675. This is
one of the best chipsets that are used in high-quality
handsets of the major tech giants. For the execution of
multitasking at a high speed, the new Vivo S1 Pro's
packed with 6/8 gigabytes of RAM. The internal storage of
the handset will be 128/256 gigabytes. With this type of
storage facility, you wouldn't need any external storage. S1
Pro by Vivo will come equipped with 6.38-inch Super
AMOLED notchless that has a resolution of 2340 x 1080
pixels and that will present you with 19.5:9 aspect ratio.
Vivo Pro is coming with 91.64% screen-to-body ratio that
suggests that the bezels of the smartphone will be
extremely slim. On the back, you will find a Quad rear
camera setup. The main sensor of the Vivo S1's Pro is 48
megapixels, the ultra-wide angle is 8 megapixels and the
third sensor will be 2 megapixels and the fourth will be 2
MP. The selfie sensor of the handset is of 32 megapixels
and on top that this sensor will be a pop-up one. Vivo S1
Pro is fueled with 4500 mAh battery. Though the battery is
on the lower side yet it is sufficient to provide enough
power to your device. The new S1 Pro's featuring an in-
display fingerprint reader. The smartphone will be running
on Android Pie-based Funtouch OS 9 out-of-the-box. It will
be available in Blue and Red colors. Like Samsung, the
company also very keen to introduced handsets for every
kind of customers.

TECNO CAMON 15 PRO

Rs. 29,999

Tecno Camon 15 Pro - Featuring Pop-up Selfie Shooter
Tecno with another smartphone called Camon 15 that
has got a moniker Pro at the end which shows that this
variant will be more powerful and expensive than the
standard variant of the series. Though some of the specs
of the coming Tecno Camon 15 Pro will be the same as
used in the standard variant some specs will make it a
go-to choice for most of the users. The chipset of the
Tecno's Camon 15 Pro will be the same as used in the
standard unit of the series. The MediaTek Helio P35 will
be there to empower the handset. The internal storage is
also on the high-side. The coming Tecno Camon 15's
equipped with 128 gigabytes of massive internal storage
to give the user a cushion to store more data on the
smartphone for a long period. The coming Camon 15 Pro
by Tecno will be featuring a dedicated slot to be used for
the enhancement of the storage capacity of the phone.
The special thing about this upper mid-range
smartphone Tecno 15 Pro is that it will hit the market with
a pop-up selfie shooter which means that you can grab a
handset with high-end features at a reasonable price tag.
The selfie shooter of the Tecno Camon's 15 Pro will be
32 megapixels that will ensure the best results. On the
rear of the smartphone, there is a quad-camera setup
having 48 megapixels primary sensors. The remaining
three lenses of the upcoming Camon 15 Pro are still to
be revealed. It has an Ultra Night Lens lens that can be
used even in dim light conditions. The battery of this
variant is a bit on the lower side as compared to the
standard variant of the series. The new 15 Pro is fueled
with a 4000 mAh battery. A good asset for the market
and a competitor of Samsung.

Apple iPhone 11(128 GB)

Rs:1,73,649

150.9 x 75.7 x 8.3 mm
(5.94 x 2.98 x 0.33in)

: 6.1 Inches,Liquid Retina
BIETOIEVA  |PS LCD capacitive
touchscreen, 16M colors
12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"
, 1.4um, dual pixel PDAF, OIS

12 MP, f/2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)

Standby:N/A
= Talk Time:Upto 17h
Music Play:Upto 65h

M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Internal:128GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity
Features |8 compass, barometer, Siri natural
language commands and dictation
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MOBILE

Stand out IL=71 (3

bea UtifUHY' MNokia 7.2

-

with FE55 Optics
6GE RAM | 125GE ROK

Wiraless

FM Radic "Ei
i i
il ol —

ready for Andraid 10 |

— RRP 47,500 & WHITE [ BLAC - .
151.==.

f memobilepakists woahw, memobile. pk

O 0 O ® / ADVANCE TELECOM @ www.advancetelecom. com.p With

Xiaomi Mi 9T Pro
Rs:60,999

Level up

Bigger screen better ex pe rience Xiaomi Mi 9T Pro - A New Global Flagship Of The

Company

Xiaomi is bringing its new Mi 9T the high-end variant
called Pro which will be packed with some high-end
specs that are going to amuse you. These are the global
- — variant of the K20 that has been released in China just
recently. The upcoming Xiaomi Mi 9T Pro will be packed
with the latest chipset and huge amount of storage. It
looks the smartphones that are released in China that
confirms that the new Xiaomi's Mi 9T Pro is not going to
bring new variations to the market. The handset will be
powered by the powerful SoC called Qualcomm's
Snapdragon 855. This chipset has a built-in Adreno 640
that ensure that the Xiaomi Mi 9T's going to give 20%
better performance. It will come equipped with a 6.39
inches display screen that will give you full HD plus
resolution. It is a no-notch display and the reason for the
notchless display of the Mi 9T Pro by Xiaomi is its pop-
up camera setup. The pop-up camera setup is of 20
megapixels. On the back of the phone, there is a triple
rear camera setup. The primary lens of the coming
Xiaomi 9T Pro is 48 megapixels, the other two lenses are
13 megapixels and 8 megapixels. The SoC is paired with
6 gigabytes of RAM that is responsible for multitasking.
The internal storage capacity of the Xiaomi Mi's 9T Pro is
64/128 gigabytes that are enough for your life-long data
holding. It will not come with a microSD card slot, so
there will be no option to enhance the memory status. Mi
9T Pro is packed with an under display fingerprint
scanner that will give you a great deal of protection. The
4000 mAh battery is responsible for long-lasting battery

i timing of 9T Pro. Now, Samsung has to come with
R R P 7,. 8 5 0 ‘ something different to compete in the market.
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“ Rs:12499/-

Rs:10999/-
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Available In
PR &4 ,650/-

Empower
Your Smartlife

16EGE ROM 3000 mAh

Big Battary
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Exclusive
Offer at
Metro
Cash and
Carry

7:%@26/? FM ®

EAT FRESH EAT HEALTHY

\)RP‘LLY HEALTH,,
P:‘ AT LEADING STORgg IN p Ooo

\E
qw"ﬂ W\TH EXCLUSIVE O, PAkg 7

CHICKEN
CHINESE ROLL FRENCH FRIES

F

ROYAL FROZEN FOODS
(SMC-PVT) LTD.

Plot No. 4, E-1 Road, RCClI,
Industrial Estate, Rawat, Islamabad.

CONTACT +92-51-4499371-72

CHICKEN
SEEKH KABAB

Kids Favorites

Tater Babies 9%9 Fries 6x6 Fries
lkg Pack

WWW.ROYALFROZENFOOD.COM
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra I n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Tolecommun ol !

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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Redmi Note 9 Series
THE LEGEND CONTINUES

The streak of back to back launches has not ended yet. Recently, Xiaomi Pakistan has
launched amazing Redmi Note 9 Series in Pakistan and Fans cannot just get over it. Redmi
Note 9 Series was one of the most anticipated and eagerly awaited series in Pakistan. This
time Redmi Note 9 Series is consisted of 3 models Redmi Note 9, Redmi Note 9S and Redmi

Note 9 Pro. Key features of these smartphones are mentioned below:

Redmi Note 9 Redmi Note 9S Redmi Note 9 Pro

48MP Quad Camera Hotshot POWER TO WIN 64MP Quad Camera Pro
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Light Up Your Night

Super Night Mode | Aura Screen Light | Dual iView Display

*The product pictures shown are for refierence only, Please refer to the actual product
The back cover is made of glass and the cobor of it may look different under variows Bghting conditions.
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