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l.ditor’s
Note

(Consensus on
temple issue

Some religious parties, scholars, number of people and politicians
denounced the government’s move of building temple in Islamabad and
termed it against Pakistan’s ideology. The religious leaders said that the
government should have reached consensus with the Islamic Ideology
Council and other religious scholars on the issue of building temple in
Islamabad.

Prime Minister Imran Khan approved grants of Rs 100 million for
the building of temple in Islamabad. Punjab Information Minister
Fayyaz ul Hassan Chohan defended the PM decision and said that the
present government has nothing to do with allotting land for the
construction of this temple. He said, “PML-N allotted land for the
construction of the temple at the request of the Hindu Panchayat
Council. The construction of temple poses no threat to the Islam of 220
million people of Pakistan as Islam is based on jihad and ijtihad.” He
said Pakistanis are open-minded and will welcome the construction of
any churches, gurdwaras and temples with an open heart. However,
Punjab Assembly Speaker Chaudhry Parvez Elah in a video statement,
while strongly opposing the establishment of the Hindu temple in
Islamabad, had said that Pakistan came into existence in the name of
Islam and building a new temple in the capital is not only against the
spirit of Islam but it is also an insult to the ‘state of Madinah’. He said
that on the occasion of Makkah Victory, the last of the Prophets, Hazrat
Muhammad (SAW), along with Hazrat Ali (RA) broke 360 idols in
Baitullah Sharif and at the same time said, “Truth has come and
falsehood has vanished.” Pervaiz Elahi said, “We are with the rights of
minorities, existing temples should be repaired. The Katas Raj Temple
was repaired during my tenure: For the first time in my tenure, we
budgeted for the repair of churches in Pakistan.”

The federal government has now been facing criticism as a serious
violation of Capital Development Authority (CDA) bylaws has been
observed in the construction of a Hindu temple prompting the CDA to
halt the construction of the temple. The building plan of the temple has
not been approved by the CDA and no NoC was issued for the
construction of the temple while the sources claimed that an NoC is
required for the construction of any building including the temple in the
capital. The temple was also not approved by the CDA Planning
Services. The construction of the building will be thus considered illegal,
the sources claimed. A lawyer from Islamabad has challenged in the
Islamabad High Court (IHC) the federal government’s decision to
construct a temple for the Hindu community of Islamabad.
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l.etters to the

EDITOR

Laptop scheme and students

The previous government had launched a laptop scheme in
2013 with the aim of facilitating students with laptops, and
helping to enhance their academic level. It was a part of the
Prime Minister’s Youth Program. It immensely supported
students in learning during their academic career. Under this
initiative, during 2013-14, 7,176 students from all over the
country received a laptop with Internet access for one year.
Unfortunately, the current government has abolished this
scheme temporarily. We currently live in a technological era
where one’s needs are met through an E-system. To cope,
students must be advanced in technology, and it is the
government’s responsibility to support students in their aims
with such schemes. Otherwise, students will not be able to
make progress in technological growth. Similarly, putting
technology in the hands of more students could also reduce
the need to build and maintain expensive computer labs on
campus. No student can thrive in today’s connected world,
global village, without technology. It is a tool for success
and inclusion in the digital world.

It was the ex-government’s vision to support students in
technology which could have a positive impact on the
development of Pakistan. But unfortunately, it was annulled
by the current government and new schemes were
introduced. In this time of Covid-19, where all educational
institutions are closed and online classes are held, this is
becoming more important than ever. To resume the laptop
scheme could support students who are having issues in
online classes. For an advanced and digital Pakistan, Imran
Khan should resume the Laptop Scheme, so that it could
lead to greater academic success among low-income
students and make Pakistan digital.

Imtiaz Essa Halepoto, Jam

[.ocust infestation

The whole nation is under the danger of an attack by desert
locusts. Around 37% zone of Pakistan is more vulnerable to
the attack. So far crops over a region of 715 acres of land in
Punjab have been harmed. New multitudes of desert locusts
would enter Balochistan from Iran over the next two weeks,
including the fact that the province was already the worst-hit
with its 33 regions previously attacked by insects. Locusts are
flourishing with vegetation and eating everything green they
can discover, regardless of the spraying of pesticide.

The transient danger from Iran, however, still lingers. In
Balochistan, 40% of our work power is connected to the
agriculture sector. With locusts destroying the crops and
authorities focused on Covid-19, we are practically not doing
anything to control it. Local people who are already enduring
due to coronavirus limitations are helplessly watching locusts
eat their crops. Now, saving the crops from the locust attack
should be the top priority of the government as it threatens the
food security of the entire country.

Waleed Akhthar, Lahore

Online classes

Finsuring safe air travel

There have been many fatal airline accidents in our country.
Such unfortunate disasters could be a function of many
reasons such as technical faults in planes, human error
attributed to pilots, ground staft’ or both. It could also be
poor infrastructure such as runways and control towers with
up to date technology. Although afier every unfortunate
incident, an inquiry is announced by the government, no
report is ever released, nor are any concrete steps taken to
avoid similar disasters in the future. Pilots are sluggish, our
airports in many cities are located dangerously close to
congested populated areas and runways are not well kept.
The recent crash of the PIA plane at Karachi seems to be the
negligence of the pilot as well as oversight of control tower
staff. Such careless behaviour can cause hundreds of
fatalities. It might be due to the lack of continuous training,
or the lack of frequent evaluations of the physical and
mental abilities of the air and ground staff. However what is
important is that yet again, lives have been lost because we
fail to implement and follow quality training and appraisal
procedures in place.

The government must take corrective steps on an urgent
basis. It must ensure proper training and testing of airline
and CAA staff. It must also ensure that airports are well kept
with proper runways complying to international safety
standards. May Allah grant wisdom to our political leaders
who serve their own purpose at the cost of human lives.

Raja Shafaatullah, Islamabad

Violation of SOPs

COVID-19 has made a drastic impact on the lives of people
all over the world. Regardless of the imminent threat, the
people are not taking it seriously. They are not following
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) nor have they
confined themselves at home.

All business hubs, market places, malls and restaurants are
open. A large number of people are not adhering to any
precautionary measures. Despite the known threat, the
public seems reckless and is avoiding SOPs. After
reopening markets and restaurants, a myriad of positive
cases appeared within a day. People are not engaging in
social distance nor are they covering their face.

It is confusing on how to make the public understand that
they should reflect and take precautions not just for their
own sake but for the sake of their children and elders, as
they are the most at risk. Due to public ignorance, SOPs
seem useless as they are not working. It is only the fault of
the public. The government should take strict action against
those who are not following SOPs and make sure that
anyone not following the law (standing six feet away, or
other measures) should be held accountable for their
ignorance.

Nimra Naeem, Lahore

Higher Education Commission (HEC) decision to launch online classes was undoubtedly an exclusive option available to embark
upon. Besides going for such an option, there should be certain issues to be addressed. For instance, Pakistan is a country with a
major chunk of land deprived of 4G services mostly in distant areas. Resorting for such avenue is simply to take away the
educational facility from the less privileged areas. Moreover, it poses great loss to the students living in combined family
structures. Students cannot manage to build concentration in limited home space thus creating an unconducive environment.
Furthermore, most of the students are not in a position to afford the hefty internet packages especially when these crises has put
great cut on the global economy. The most often complaint raised by students 1s an inconsistent internet connection; most of the
times service is disconnected due to various reasons. Therefore, students feel great distraction while viewing lectures.
Most importantly, there are long outages of electricity almost in every corner of the country hence this creates major
inconvenience while dealing with electronic gadgets. Last but not least, teachers are not compatible with online classes. This may
be the lack of training provided to them. Therefore, I request higher authorities to mitigate the sufferings of students in the best
possible manner otherwise there is no motive left behind to close educational institution when almost all the parts of the country
is normalised with explicitly violating SOP’s. Even when sectors like Transports and public places, considered as the hotspot for
spreading virus, are eased, then what is the motive behind closing educational institution?

Sohail Ahmed Soomro, Sukkur

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,
we are publishing only few selected letters.
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MNo. 1 Mobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan

major milestone towards the successful im-
plementation of 1,124MW Kohala Hy-
dropower Project in Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK) under CPEC framework is
achieved as a Tripartite Agreement signing ceremony
between a Chinese company, governments of Pakistan
and AJK held recently. Prime Minister Imran Khan,
Chinese Ambassador Yao Jing, federal ministers and
others attended the ceremony. Prime Minister Imran
Khan said $2.4 billion investment in Kohala Hy-
dropower project under CPEC is the biggest Foreign Di-
rect Investment (FDI) in Pakistan. The other projects
signed included 700MW Azad Pattan hydropower proj-
ect, 300MW Ashkot hydropower project, 640MW
Mahl hydropower project, 450MW Athmugam hy-
dropower project, 82MW Turtonas-Uzghor hy-
dropower project, 163MW Grange Power. Ltd.

PM further asserted the Kohala Hydropower proj-
ect will promote regional development and uplift the so-
cio-economic status of people in AJK by creating more
jobs. The project would create clean energy, environ-
mental benefits and reduce dependence on furnace oil
import which creates current account deficit.

Prime Minister’s commitment to expedite work on
CPEC projects and hard work of all stakeholders has
played a significant role to achieve this milestone.

He said the country was progressing well when it
had been producing hydro power until it started bank-
ing on imported fuel which not only made the local in-
dustry non-competitive but also put additional burden
on foreign reserves. The prime minister said the power
generation through imported fuel generation also ad-
versely impacted the environment as Pakistan was
among nine countries to get worst hit by climate change
which necessitated the promotion of clean energy. The
prime minister said Kohala Hydropower Power Project
drew the biggest ever investment in Pakistan on a single
project. Pakistan welcomed the investment as it could
also set a trend for the country Pakistan to further move
towards clean energy for reducing dependence on im-
ported fuel.

The prime minister told the AJK prime minister that
the project would also create much-needed jobs for
youth both during the construction as well as the oper-
ations. Chairman CPEC Authority Lt-Gen (R) Asim
Saleem Bajwa has said that it is the largest power sec-
tor investment of $2.4 billion in a single Independent
Power Producer (IPP). Chairman asserted the project
will provide generate cheap power energy more than 5
billion units annually and create 5000 direct jobs. The
work on China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
funded Kohala Hydropower Project has been in jeop-
ardy since last year as the Chinese contractor has been
demobilised following controversy over downstream
environmental flows. The 1,124dMW (megawatt) Ko-
hala Hydropower Project, being built on Jhelum River
in Azad Kashmir under CPEC, has been awarded to
Kohala Hydropower Company Ltd (KHCL), which is
a subsidiary of China Three Gorges Corporation
(CTGQ). In his tweet, Asim Bajwa who is also Chair-
man China Pakistan Corridor (CPEC) Authority,
termed the day as historic as a huge power sector in-
vestment of US$2.4 billion was going to be materialized
in one Independent Power Producer (IPP).

“With Prime Minister Imran Khan'’s clear direc-
tion to expedite the CPEC projects, all stake holders
worked hard to bring this day,” he added.

Kohala hydropower plant is a 1.12GW run-of-the-
river project being developed on the Jhelum River in the
Muzaffarabad district of Azad Jammu Kashmir (AJK),
Pakistan. It is one of the six hydropower projects
planned to be built on the Jhelum River in the State of
AJK. A special purpose vehicle (SPV) called Kohala
Hydro Company (KHCL) was formed in September
2015 to execute the hydropower project. The plant is be-
ing developed under China Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC), which classified it as an Energy Actively
Promoted Projects. The Kohala power project is esti-
mated to require an investment of $2.36bn, making it
one of biggest investments in the private sector in Pak-
istan. It is anticipated to generate 5,149GWh of elec-
tricity a year. The Azad Jammu Kashmir Environ-
mental Protection Agency (AJK EPA) approved the
environmental & social impact assessment report

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL
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Kohala Hydropower
Project to generate
cheap electricity

Prime Minister Imran Khan, Chinese Ambassador Yao
Jing, federal ministers and others attended the ceremony.
Prime Minister Imran Khan said $2.4 billion investment
in Kohala Hydropower project under CPEC is the biggest
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in Pakistan

(ESIA) of the project in December 2016. The project is
expected to start commercial operations in 2025. Kohala
hydropower project location and background The Ko-
hala hydropower project will be located near the Siran
and Barsala villages of Muzaffarabad district in AJK. It
will be located downstream of the S00MW Chakothi-
Hattian hydropower project and upstream of the
590MW Mahl hydropower project.

Chairman CPEC Authority Lt-
Gen (R) Asim Saleem Bajwa
asserted the project will gen-

erate cheap power energy
more than 5 billion unit
annually and create 5000
direct jobs

The project is being developed on build-own-oper-
ate-transfer (BOOT) basis. It will have a concession pe-
riod of 36 years, including six years of construction and
30 years of operation.

The Ministry of Water and Power of Pakistan
signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU), in

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

October 2008, with China International Water & Elec-
tric Corporation (CWE), a subsidiary of China Three
Gorges Corporation (CTGC), for developing the proj-
ect. The Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of
Pakistan, in June 2011, approved the project develop-
ment in accordance with the terms of the October 2008
MOU. CTGC finalized the plan to construct the hy-
dropower project in March 2019.

Kohala hydropower plant make-up

The 1.12GW Kohala hydropower plant will be
equipped with four vertical Francis turbine-generator
units, each with a capacity of 275MW. In addition,
two 12MW turbines will be used to generate power by
capturing the ecological flow of the river downstream
the dam. The powerhouse of the project will be lo-
cated 85km from Islamabad, while the dam site is 30km
upstream of Muzaffarabad. The dam will have a catch-
ment area of 14,060km? and an average annual dis-
charge of 302m3/s. The project will comprise a 69m-tall
and 270m-long curved concrete gravity dam. It will
have a crest elevation of 910m and will be connected
with two spillways and four bottom outlets. Two
17.4km-long headrace tunnels will connect the dam
with the main power station.

The reservoir will be 8km-long and will have a stor-
age capacity of 19.9 million cubic meters (Mcm).

The main powerhouse is 144m-long, while the aux-
iliary powerhouse is a four-story frame structure. m
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akistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT) led government

announced to cut sales tax for locally-made

mobile phones while allowing to manufac-

turing the tech gadgets in Pakistan. The move
will decrease the cost of mobile manufacturing and its
prices for users in the country.

Minister of Production and Industries Hammad
Azhar, in his budget speech announced after a report
revealed that tax payments and fees on mobile con-
sumers and operators in Pakistan are among the high-
est in developing Asia. The importance of the mobile
sector to Pakistan is significant and growing. It is a vi-
tal contributor to the economy and is redefining the way
individuals, businesses and state bodies function and in-
teract. Following are the salient features of custom
duty and regulatory duty measures proposed by the
government for FY 2020-21. Exemption of additional
custom duties on those tariff lines which are now at 0%
customs duty in tariff. Reduction of custom duty on 40
raw materials of various industries. Tariff rationaliza-
tion under National Tariff Policy 2019, by reducing
customs duty on 90 tariff lines from 11% to 3% and 0%.
Allowing the exemption on import of raw material to
those Nashiran-e-Quran also who do not have their
own in-house printing facility.

Reduction in regulatory duty from 12.5% and17.5%
to 6% and11%, respectively on Hot Rolled Coils (HRC)
of Iron and steel falling under PCT codes 7208, 7225
and 7226, respectively. On the request of various local
industries, a number of their inputs/intermediary raw
materials are being allowed concessional import under
new serial number of the fifth schedule through IOCO
quota determination. Exemption of custom duties on
import of raw materials by manufacturers of Butyl
Acetate. Exemption of custom duty on import of raw
material by anufacturer of syringes and saline infusion
sets. Exemption of customs duties on import of raw
material by manufacturers of buttons. Reduction in cus-
tom duty on import of raw material by manufacturers
of interlining/buckram.

Reduction of custom duty and exemption of addi-
tional custom duty and regulatory duty on import of
raw materials by manufacturers of wire rod.

Exemption of custom duties and regulatory duty
on import of machinery, equipment and other project
related items for setting up of internet cable landing sta-
tions. Exemption of custom duties on import of raw
material by beverage can manufacturers.

Reduction in Custom duty and exemption from
Additional custom duty on import of raw material by
food packaging industry. Exemption from custom du-
ties on import of 61 COVIDI19 related items, which
was due to expire on June 20 has been extended due to
the continuation of pandemic. Exemption from 2%
ACD on import of edible oils and oil seeds under
PM’s COVID19 Relief Package has been extended. Ex-
emption of duties and taxes on import of Dietetic
Foods for Children with inherited metabolic disorders.
Exemption of all duties and taxes on import of Diag-

On the request of various
local industries, a number of
their inputs/intermediary raw
materials are being allowed
concessional import under
new serial number of the fifth
schedule through I0CO
quota determination

nostic Kits for Cancer and coronavirus. Exemption of
Customs duties on inputs of ready to use Supplemen-
tary Foods (RUSF). Exemption of Customs duties on
import of life saving drug Meglumine Antimonite for
treatment of leishmaniasis. Extension up to 2023, in ex-
emption of customs duties on imports for setting up
new industries in erstwhile FATA area. Reduction in
regulatory duty on smuggling prone items to bring
these items under legal imports. Regulatory duty on
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(Govt cuts sale tax on
locally manufacturin

handsets

Minister of Production and Industries Hammad Azhar, in
his budget speech announced after a report revealed that
tax payments and fees on mobile consumers and
operators in Pakistan are among the highest in develop-
ing Asia. The importance of the mobile sector to Pakistan
is significant and growing. It is a vital contributor to the
economy and is redefining the way individuals,
businesses and state bodies function and interact

several industrial inputs is also being reduced to de-
crease their cost of doing business Tariff protection for
domestic industry by increasing/levy of regulatory
duty on import of those items which are also locally
manufactured. Incentivizing soap manufacturing in-
dustry by reducing rate of Additional customs duty on
Palm tearin. Enhancing scope of concessions avail-
able to Special Economic Zones. “No new taxes have
been introduced in the budget, which will not only
provide relief to the common people but also boost eco-
nomic activities across the country,” Federal Minister
for Industries and Production Hammad Azhar said
while presenting the budget in the National Assembly.
The minister highlighted the importance of striking a
balance between mitigating the coronavirus effects and
continuation of economic activities to keep the cycle of
economy running. He also underlined the importance
of fixing primary balance at an appropriate level, stress-
ing the need for continuation of Ehsaas Programme to
help the vulnerable segments of society. The govern-
ment would continue providing relief to the corona-hit

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

people during the upcoming fiscal year, he said. Ham-
mad said the government wanted to continue the Ex-
tended Fund Facility programme with the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund. He said the development
budget would be maintained at an appropriate level to
help achieve the GDP (gross domestic product) growth,
with giving priority to the defence and internal security.
The minister said during the fiscal year 2020-21, the
government had set the revenue collection target of Rs
6,573, including Rs 4,963 tax revenues and Rs1,610
non-tax revenues. The minister said against the total Rs
7.137 trillion federal expenditures, the budget deficit
would be recorded at Rs 3.437 trillion during the fiscal
year 2020-21, which was 7 percent of the gross do-
mestic product while the primary balance would re-
main at 0.5 percent.

He said the provision of relief to the vulnerable and
deserving segments of the society was the govern-
ment’s priority. The funds for Ehsaas Programme had

been increased from Rs 187 billion last year to Rs 208§

billion for the current year. m
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he federal and

provincial gov-

ernments  of

Pakistan have
allocated Rs 26 billion to
combat the spread and at-
tack of locusts. Federal
Minister for National
Food Security and Re-
search Syed Fakhar Imam
said integrated efforts are
being made to control the
locust attacks in the coun-
try, and in this regard,
both federal, four provin-
cial governments and the
army are taking measures.

Desert locust situation
in Pakistan has found a
new corridor and now the
pest is entering the coun-
try from Afghanistan.

Talking about the cur-
rent strategy to eliminate
the locust swarm, the
minister said that the
teams working on the
ground spray pesticide to
destroy locusts when they
rested at night, while 20
aircraft will be used for
aerial spray of the pesti-
cide.

The minister said that
China is also helping Pak-
istan in its fight against
the pest, which will help it
control the spread of the
insects.

The government is in-
creasing locust elimina-
tion capacity and also in
touch with international
organizations to get bene-
fit from their experience
to deal with it, he added.

The locust plague
across the country is
feared to create food
shortages, and the gov-
ernment earlier this year
declared national emer-
gency over locust swarms

after the pest destroyed 'The Jocust plague across the country is feared to create food
shortages, and the government earlier this year

declared national emergency over locust swarms after the

pest destroyed large quantities of crops across the country

large quantities of crops
across the country.

Chief of Army Staff
General Qamar Javed Ba-
jwa said Army will pro-
vide assistance in the bat-

MNo. 1 Mobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan

Govt allocates fund
to fight locust
swarms attack

SOCIAL | FLARE REPORT .

over 60 districts of all the
four provinces.

The locusts are believed
to have entered into the
southwestern Balochistan
province, from neighboring
Iran.

These insects, mainly
originating from deserts,
eat anything from bark to
seeds and flowers while
traveling up to a speed of
93.2 miles (149 kilometers)
a day.

The region saw the first
wave of the locust invasion
in May last year since
1993.

According to the UN
Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization (FAO), Pak-
istan's 38% of agriculture
fields are breeding grounds
for the insects.

Out of which 60% lo-
custs breed in Balochistan
alone — the country's poor-
est province, followed by
southern Sindh, 25%, and
northeastern Punjab — the
most populous province,
15%.

The UN agency said
the locusts may have
caused financial loss worth
600 billion rupees ($3.72
billion).

In India, swarms of lo-
custs, invading agriculture
fields in the northwest are
destroying the seasonal
Crops.

Turkey and China are
assisting Pakistan to im-
prove its pest control sys-
tem to overcome the locust
plague.

Ankara has handed
over a purpose-built Piper
Brave spray aircraft along
with four crew members to
Pakistan Air Force, to
combat locusts. In remote
parts of Punjab, and
Balochistan, farmers beat
drums to keep the insect
away.

In other parts, they use
smoke to cut the oxygen
supply to insects.

tle against locusts. The
Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), in a state-
ment, said that the army chief visited the National
Locust Control Centre in Rawalpindi recently where
he was briefed by Engineer-in-Chief Lieutenant
General Moazzam Ejaz, who is the chief coordina-
tor of NLCC.

Gen Bajwa appreciated National Locust Control
Centre's role "in synergising national efforts in line
with the National Action Plan".

"Army will make all possible resources available
to help civil administration in combating the locust
threat," Gen Bajwa said.

He stressed that effective operations are essential
for food security in the country and in mitigating the
negative economic impact of the attacks.

Pakistan might lose $8.71 billion worth of agri-
cultural crops during the summer season in case lo-
custs destroyed 75 per cent of the standing crops.

Pakistan is still reeling under the impact of the
coronavirus pandemic, another severe crisis is star-
ing at Pakistan and India, one with the potential to
impact their food security.

Swarms of locusts -- short-horned grasshoppers

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

-- have invaded agriculture fields in both countries
decimating crops and risking famine in the region.

In Pakistan, hopper bands of the Schistocerca
gregaria -- commonly known as the desert locust --
have already devoured large quantities of crops in

Federal Minister for
National Food Security and
Research Syed Fakhar Imam
said integrated efforts are
being made to control the
locust attacks in the country,
and in this regard, both
federal, four provincial
governments and the army
are taking measures.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Experts from both sides
have urged governments in Pakistan and India to
forge cooperation to launch a joint onslaught on lo-
cust.

"Both Pakistan and India should keep politics
aside for a while, and cooperate to get rid of this
problem," Shah, the vice president of Farmers Board
said.

"These locusts are not stationary. They have no
border restrictions. Therefore, if the two sides keep
on (politically) cornering each other, and do not act
briskly under a joint plan against this onslaught, the
people of both countries will have to suffer irre-
spective of nationality, or religion," he cautioned.

Usually the locust swarms enter India through
Pakistan for summer breeding in June or July with
the advent of the monsoon. But this year, Indian of-
ficials say, the pink swarms started much earlier in
April because of presence of a residual population in
Pakistan that couldn't be controlled last season.

Pink immature adults fly high and cover long dis-
tances during daytime hours before settling on trees
at night. They are very active and their mobility
makes it difficult to control individual swarms. =

JUNE 15 - JULY 15, 2020



Xiaomi
Ecosystem Products

Exclusively available at:

Mistore.pk is the official online store of Xiaomi in Pakistan, owned by
Smartlink Technologies.

Wide range of original Xiaomi products are available on Mistore.pk.
So do check out www.mistore.pk to see exclusive Xiaomi products.

5
L |

LY

-

</ [=] &4 =]

] Xlaomil
OFFICIAL PARTNERS [=]




T
>
3
2
>
|
O
O
>
=
=
=
T
>
<
2
@)
o
Z
O
e
<
m
-1
2
o)
=i
=
=
>
=
T
=
<

HY M

IYH

sl

YNyYa

No. 1 Mobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan

he IT industry is one of the fastest growing

sectors of the Pakistani economy. Each

year, IT accounts for over $1 billion worth

of exports, with a year on year growth of
around 30% over the last 5 years. Although this
sounds like a decent amount, but it only makes up
0.2% of all IT exports globally, even though Pakistan
has over 300,000 IT professionals working in the
country. In order to understand how to improve the
situation and make IT a larger part of Pakistan’s ex-
port portfolio, the World Bank recently released a re-
port titled ‘Digital Pakistan: A Business and Trade
Assessment’. In it, experts analyzed the recent trends
in Pakistan’s Information Technology (IT) and In-
formation Technology enabled Services (ITeS) sec-
tor.

The report takes its findings from a survey given
to 782 IT and ITeS firms across the country. Specif-
ically, the report tried to assess the obstacles facing
by Pakistani IT firms while competing in the global
market. These include trade costs such as those
caused by bad policies, infrastructure deficiencies, ge-
ographical location, institutional capacities, and/or
obstacles imposed by regulatory measures. Accord-
ing to the report, each one of these hinders growth
and development of IT in both the Pakistani do-
mestic market as well as on a global scale. These hur-
dles raise the cost of selling services and damage the
ability of Pakistani IT firms to be competitive both
abroad and at home.

To overcome these obstacles, the report suggests
coming up with a digital trade policy framework.
This requires government intervention In three key
areas: regulatory capabilities and governance, sector-
specific policies and complementary supporting poli-
cies. With more and more companies relying on
technology and the internet to function following
COVID-19, the authors believe the Pakistani IT in-
dustry has a lot of potential to grow if these policies
are implemented correctly.

Meanwhile, the government has slashed the de-
velopment budget for Information Technology and
Telecom Division and allocated Rs 6.672 billion in
the budget for 2020-21 compared to Rs 7.34 billion
in 2019-20 under the Public Sector Development
Programme (PSDP). According to budget docu-
ments, the government has allocated Rs 6.672 billion
under the PSDP 2020-21 including Rs 1.25 billion
foreign aid and Rs 5.42 billion local components.

The government has allocated Rs 4.78 billion
for 13 ongoing and Rs 1.892 billion 15 new devel-
opment schemes of Information Technology and
Telecom Division.

According to the document, for ongoing schemes
a sum of Rs 535 million for expansion of Broadband
Services through MSAN Technology and Upgrada-
tion of IP Core & Access Network in AJ&K and
GB, Rs 750 million for expansion of Cellular Serv-
ices in AJ&K and GB Phase-III, Rs 709 million for
expansion and Upgradation of NGMS (3G/4G)
Services and Seamless Coverage along KKH (in sup-
port of CPEC) in GB, Rs 230 million for E-Office
Replication at all Divisions of the Federal Govern-
ment (Revised), Rs 90 million for Crime Analytics &
Smart Policing in Pakistan, Rs 150 million for Na-
tional Ex-
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Govt slashes I'T &
telecom allocation

despite WB for I'T
policy to bolster ex-
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The government has slashed the development budget for
Information Technology and Telecom Division and
allocated Rs 6.672 billion in the budget for 2020-21

compared to Rs 7.34 billion in 2019-20 under the Public
Sector Development Programme (PSDP)

Families at Rawalpindi (Phase-I), Rs 200 million
for expansion of Broadband Services in Cities /
Towns of AJ&K and GB, Rs 235 million for imple-
mentation of PECA, 2016 and S.R.O 904(I)/2017
for DIRBS AJ&K and GB, Rs 250 million for Pro-
tection and Upgradation of Pak-China Phase-I OFC
Project for

i . . . Establish-
ot The report takes its findings from a survey given . o
NIES AL 10 782 IT and I'TeS firms across the country.  $r°ss
over Pak- Border
istan, Rs  Specifically, the report tried to assess the obsta- Connec-
1747.480 tivity
million cles facing by Pakistani I'T firms while competing project,
for Tech- . Rs 200
nology in the global market million
Parks De- f o r

velopment Project (TDP) at Islamabad (Phase-I)
(EDCF Loan Exim Bank Korea) and Rs 70 million
for Project Monitoring and Digital Transformation
Cell.

Among the new projects, the government has al-
located Rs 300 million for Blended Virtual Educa-
tion, Rs 50 million for construction of SCO Educa-
tion and Accommodation Complex for Employees

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Upgradation of Existing TDM Based Backhaul mi-
crowave with TP Based Backhaul Microwave net-
work in AJ&K and GB, and Rs 250 million for
upgradation of Transmission Network and Re-
placement of Optical Fiber Cable (OFC) in AJ&K
and GB.

Earlier, the Ministry of Information Technology
and Telecommunication has put in a request for

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Rs34.128 billion funds under the upcoming Public
Sector Development Programme (PSDP) for 2020-
21. The said amount would be divided among 22 ap-
proved or in-progress schemes by the ministry and its
attached departments, as well as 16 new schemes
pending approval.

The NA Standing Committee on IT and Telecom
meeting was held on Wednesday to discuss and scru-
tinize the budgetary proposals related to PSDP in re-
spect of the Ministry of Information Technology
and Telecommunication and its attached depart-
ments for the financial year 2020-2021.

The first agency to present its proposals under the
umbrella of MoIT was Special Communciation Or-
ganization (SCO) — the primary telecom service
provider for AJ&K and GB regions. SCO Deputy
Director Brigadier Khalid Butt gave his presenta-
tion to the committee outlining current and upcom-
ing projects. The first project concerns NGSM [next
generation mobile spectrum] services across Karako-
rum Highway and Gilgit-Baltistan (GB). This proj-
ect is already approved and under implementation
phase and is likely to be completed by July or August
2020. SCO has demanded Rs1.522 million from
PSDP for the said project. m
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witzerland is apparently no longer a

favourite offshore tax haven for Pakistanis

to stash their wealth as the money kept by

the country’s nationals in Swiss banks has
fallen by 50% to the lowest level of $377 million in
2019.

Switzerland’s central bank, the Swiss National
Bank, has published its annual report, “Banks in
Switzerland 2019”, and the corresponding data
for its annual banking statistics.

Despite significant reduction in the wealth
stashed in the once safest offshore tax haven, Pak-
istan has been unable to benefit from the develop-
ment because of the two tax amnesty schemes of-
fered by former premier Shahid Khagan Abbasi
and Prime Minister Imran Khan.

These amnesties have allowed nearly 200
wealthy Pakistanis to whiten their black money
despite being caught in exchange of information by
the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD).

A weak administrative structure at the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR) is another reason for not
benefiting from the treasure trove shared by the
OECD.

The money that is directly linked to clients
from Pakistan stood at CHF (Swiss franc) 359.6
million or $377 million in 2019, according to the
annual report. It was down by CHF 365.6 million
or 53% when compared with CHF 725.2 million in
2018.

It was the consecutive fourth year when the as-
sets of Pakistani passport holders decreased as
compared to the peak of $1.5 billion in 2015.

Pakistanis have been constantly withdrawing
their funds from the Swiss banks since 2015 when
Pakistan and Switzerland finalised a revised taxa-
tion treaty. Since then, there has been a reduction
of 75% or CHF 1.2 billion in deposits held by Pak-
istanis.

However, the money held by Pakistanis through
fiduciaries or wealth managers increased by 152%
to CHF 50.5 million — a net addition of CHF 30.5
million over the preceding year.

In December 2019, the Swiss parliament has
approved the automatic exchange of bank data on
regular basis with Pakistan and 17 other countries,
from 2021.

The 17 other countries are Albania, Azerbaijan,
Brunei, Dominica, Ghana, Kazakhstan, Lebanon,
Macau, Maldives, Nigeria, Niue, Oman, Peru,
Samoa, Saint Martin, Trinidad and Tobago, and
Vanuatu.

All these countries have been put on the list af-
ter they met the data security and confidentiality
requirements.

And in return, Switzerland will receive infor-
mation on banking details of accounts held by
Swiss citizens/residents in these partner countries.

Meanwhile, the data will be exchanged to
probe/stop money laundering or to refrain/col-
lect tax absconder — the information that will be
shared includes accounts and tax identification
numbers, surname, first name, address and date of
birth of the taxpayer, types of income and account
balance.

In the partner countries, the financial team will
exchange bank data with its own country, then the
country will pass the information to the Swiss gov-
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Pakistani money in

Swiss banks fellb 50%

The money that is directly linked to clients from Pakistan
stood at CHF (Swiss franc) 359.6 million or $377 million
in 2019, according to the annual report. It was down by
CHF 365.6 million or 53% when compared with CHF
725.2 million in 2018

ernment. The developmental is yet another move
in the already list of 75 countries with whom the
Swiss government shares the details of bank ac-
counts of their citizens.

Aside from Switzerland, over 90 states and ter-
ritories, including all major financial centers, have
already exchanging such accounts with each
other.

Pakistanis have been
constantly withdrawing their
funds from the Swiss banks
since 2015 when Pakistan and
Switzerland finalised a re-
vised taxation treaty

Back in 2014, with the put up of the G20, the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment (OECD) drew up an international
standard Automatic Exchange of Information
on Financial Accounts (AEOI) to enable coun-
tries to exchange bank information automati-
cally.

Recently, the Swiss authorities revealed that
they had provided details of around 3.1 million

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

bank accounts held by foreigners to their coun-
tries of origin or residence. In return, it received
information on banking details of around 2.4
million accounts held by Swiss citizens/residents
in 75 partner countries.

It is to mention here, that in Nov 2018, Pak-
istan and Swiss governments signed an MoU en-
abling an exchange of financial information on a
bilateral basis that will enable Pakistani authori-
ties to seek Swiss bank account details of Pak-
istanis, in what was described as a major step
ahead in bringing back looted wealth.

Asset Recovery Unit

In 2018, the Pakistani government had estab-
lished a task force named ‘Asset Recovery Unit’
to bring back money which has been illegally
shifted abroad.

The Asset Recovery Unit (ARU) comprising
members of the National Accountability Bureau
(NAB) and the Federal Investigation Agency
(FIA). The first success ARU got on May 2019,
by recovering Rs 530 million illegal money from
Singapore: the name of the account holder re-
mained undisclosed.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf led government, cur-
rently probing more than 10,000 properties of
Pakistani people; which may have transferred the
money abroad, illegally — in the first phase, the
government has asked the UK and UAE to help
them in recovering the looted money. =
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he International

Centre for Set-

tlement of In-

vestment Dis-
putes (ICSID) nixed a
$144 million penalty im-
posed on Spain after an
arbitrator Stanimir
Alexandrov, who had rep-
resented the claimants in
the case against Pakistan
as well, was found guilty
of conflict of interest. It is
pertinent to note that IC-
SID has annulled an
award for the first time
due to the arbitrator’s lack
of impartiality and inde-
pendence.

Following the devel-
opment, Pakistan has
once again knocked on
ICSID’s door for the an-
nulment of the $6 billion
penalty in the Reko Diq
case. Legal experts have
suggested Pakistan should
raise objection over the in-
clusion of Stanimir
Alexandrov of Bulgaria in
the tribunal.

Pakistan’s legal team
Allen & Overy LLP had
also previously applied for g
the disqualification of the
Bulgarian arbitrator from
the tribunal but failed to §
convince the ICSID.

Recently, Pakistan ap-
proached a federal court B8
in the United States to get |
a stay order against cop- %
per company that was |
seeking the enforcement '
of $6 billion arbitral
award against the country
in the Reko Diq case.

Pakistan argued that
Tethyan Copper Com-
pany, a joint venture be-
tween Barrick Gold of
Canada and Antofagasta
Minerals of Chile, should
not be allowed to proceed
with the litigation since
the country was trying to
reverse the penalty im-
posed on it by highlight-
ing “numerous” substan-
tive and procedural errors

MNo. 1 Mobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan

Following the development, Pakistan has once again
knocked on ICSID’s door for the annulment of the $6
billion penalty in the Reko Diq case. Legal experts have sug-
gested Pakistan should raise objection over the inclusion of
Stanimir Alexandrov of Bulgaria in the tribunal
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[CSID nixes $144

million penalty on
Spain in Reko Diq case

year operating period for
the mine, though the coun-
try had not issued any
lease or permit for such a
long period.

The country also ar-
gued that the proposed
project was based on agree-
ments that were invalid un-
der Pakistani law and that
Tethyan Copper could
therefore not seek any
damages.

In July 2019, the IC-
SID had imposed a $6 bil-
lion penalty on Pakistan
following the Supreme
Court’s decision in 2011
which revoked the mining
lease of Tethyan Copper
Company (TCC), a con-
sortium of Chilean and
Canadian companies, for
the Reko Diq project.

ICSID had concluded
that Pakistan unlawfully
annulled the lease of TCC
and violated the Australia-
Pakistan bilateral invest-
| ment treaty.

Reko Diq, a small town
in Chagai, Balochistan, has
the biggest gold and cop-
per deposits in Pakistan.
Once fully developed,
250,000 ounces of gold
and 200,000 tons of cop-
per can be extracted from
the mines each year for the
next 50 years.

The World Bank's In-
ternational Center for Set-
tlement of Investment Dis-
putes (ICSID) has
approved Pakistan’s peti-
tion for a review in the
Reko Diq case in which
the country was slapped
with a $6 billion fine.
= In 1993, an interna-

~ | tional mining company en-
tered into a joint venture
with the Balochistan De-
velopment Authority. The
joint venture was set up to
prospect for gold and cop-
per, and in the event of fa-
vorable discoveries, seek a
mining license.

Fomer Advocate Gen-

in the judgment against it.

The South Asian nation, which is facing major
economic challenges, argued in the US District
Court of Columbia that the enforcement would have
“devastating” consequences for its political and eco-
nomic stability. The International Center for Settle-
ment of Investment Disputes (ICSID) in July last
year announced a huge award of $5.8 billion against
Pakistan in the Reko Diq case, filed in 2012 by the
company in the World Bank arbitration court.

The award, the second largest ever to be issued by
the ICSID, equals two percent of Pakistan’s annual
gross domestic product and 40 percent of its total lig-
uid foreign reserves, according to the brief.

“Pakistan said that its economy is currently fac-
ing ‘significant challenges and weaknesses’ and that
enforcing the award would effectively negate a $6 bil-
lion loan it received from the International Monetary
Fund last year to stabilize its government and econ-
omy,” the publication reported.

The country noted in its brief that the ICSID sec-
retary general provisionally stayed the enforcement
of the award after registering the annulment bid in
November, adding that the benefits of pausing the lit-
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igation were “overwhelming.”

Pakistan claims that the tribunal disregarded in-
ternational law that limits the amount of damages
available for lost profits and that its panel relied on
a novel method to calculate damages “without au-
thorization or explanation” that resulted in a num-
ber that ran into billions of dollars, said the report.

The prospects of Pakistan’s
$6 billion penalty in the
Reko Diq case to be waived
off have received a
significant boost.

In its annulment bid, Pakistan argues that this
method — the “modern discounted cash flow ap-
proach” — failed to properly account for certain
risks and uncertainties in the project. Moreover, the
calculated damages were based on a projected 56-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

eral of Balochistan Aman-
ullah Kazani said that the company (Tethyan Cop-
per Company) did not carry out any exploration
since 1994 and they kept the findings to themselves.

“The company had to submit a 100 [square] kilo-
metres feasibility report but they gave a report of
mere 5 [square| kilometres to the authorities,” he
said. “They dug 11 holes out of which only two
were reported. Many other false statements were
given by the company,” he noted.

With the assistance of an international law firm,
Pakistan filed a petition against the verdict within the
given time and was able to secure a stay order on the
case. The provincial cabinet has also approved the
law team which will lead the case in the ICSID.

"Pakistan had filed a petition against the verdict
in November last year. As a result a stay order was
ordered by the court, and it will now be heard in Feb-
ruary 2020," Balochistan government spokesperson
Liaquat Shahwani said.

The Balochistan government says the project is
crucial for Pakistan’s development and that the
province and Centre will have to be on the same page
to pursue the case in ICSID. =
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Ufone achieves USK contracts
worth Rs. 518 million

Federal Secretary Ministry of IT and
Telecommunication Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqui
chairing 72nd Board of Directors meeting
of Universal Service Fund (USF).

Universal
Service Fund

(

The Board approved the award of contracts to Ufone for Next Generation Broadband for
Sustainable Development projects in Balochistan worth Rs 518 million in total. The
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he Universal Service Fund (USF) Board

approved award of contracts worth Rs.

518 million to Pakistani Telecom Com-

pany Ufone for Next Generation Broad-
band for Sustainable Development project in
Balochistan.

Federal Secretary Ministry of IT & Telecom
Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqui chaired 72nd Board of
Directors meeting of Universal Service Fund re-
cently.

Chairman PTA Maj-Gen (R) Amir Azeem Ba-
jwa also attended the meeting through video con-
ferencing. The Board approved the award of con-
tracts to PMTL (Ufone) for Next Generation
Broadband for Sustainable Development projects
in Balochistan worth Rs 518 million in total. The
projects comprise Bolan Lot (Kacchi Bolan and
Jhal Magsi districts) and Gwadar district.

The hi-speed mobile broadband services in
Bolan lot will benefit an unserved population of
around 440,293 people thereby covering 582 un-
served mauzas and an approximate unserved area
of 11,344 sq. km.

Further, an unserved population of 2,760 will
gain an advantage from Hi-speed mobile Broad-
band services in 09 unserved mauzas of Gwadar
district.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

The Secretary IT, Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqui put
a lot of emphasis on the evolving need for having
access to hi-speed mobile broadband due to
spread of coronavirus to facilitate the people. He
said that the connectivity in far-flung areas during
the pandemic will enable the people to make use
of government facilities.

The hi-speed mobile
broadband services in Bolan
lot will benefit an unserved
population of around
440,293 people thereby
covering 582 unserved
mauzas and an

approximate unserved area
of 11,344 sq. km

He added that these projects will help the peo-
ple to seek online medical consultations, will en-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

able the students to take online classes and to
run businesses digitally. Moreover, the Federal
Secretary stated that the Ministry of IT & Tele-
com is making every effort to bridge the digital di-
vide under the vision of Digital Pakistan as the
economy heavily relies on the hi-speed mobile
broadband to minimize the disruption caused by
Covid-19.

The USF Board also approved the Operational
& Programme Budget of USF for FY 20-21. In
the next Financial Year, around 4,226 mauzas in
38 districts will be provided mobile broadband
benefitting a population of more than 10 million.
In Optic Fiber Programme, around 4,652 kms of
optic fiber cable will be laid which will connect
547 unserved Union Councils covering 18 dis-
tricts.

Other board members comprising Shabahat
Ali Shah, Executive Director, NITB; Irfan Wa-
hab, CEO-Telenor Pakistan; Imran Akhtar Shah,
VP for Government Sales, Super Net Pvt Ltd and
Nominee of Data Licensees; Rashid Khan, CEO
PTCL and Nominee of Fixed Line Operators;
Kaukab Igbal, Chairman, Consumer Association
of Pakistan and Nominee of Consumer Group
and management of USF Co. also attended the
meeting. =

JUNE 15 - JULY 15, 2020



. FLARE REPORT | EVENT

Mo. 1 Mobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan

Jazz donates life-saving equipment
in the fight against COVID-19

ClO Jazz Aamir Ibrahim said machinery for an overburdened health sector is where
most of the preventable deaths happen. We have stepped in to support advanced
COVID patients, to give them the best shot at recovery

‘l .

~

azz continues to play a leading role in support-

ing the government in the fight against the

spread of the virus. In a recent development that

showecases support for the local healthcare sec-
tor in its fight to save human lives, the mobile opera-
tor has provided ten patient monitors along with per-
sonal protective equipment (PPEs) to the Pakistan
Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS), Islamabad, help-
ing more than 3000 patients daily.

Apart from assisting PIMS, Jazz will also be pro-
viding PPEs, patient monitors, and ventilators to more
hospitals across the country. PPE kits have the poten-
tial to help thousands of doctors, nurses, and para-
medics whereas one ventilator can help support up to
seven critical patients. These efforts are part of the
PKR 1.2 billion relief support announced earlier by
Jazz, primarily to help the most vulnerable commu-
nities. This support comes at a critical time as hospi-
tals across the country are burdened due to the in-
creasing numbers of positive coronavirus cases.
Medical professionals are expecting thousands of crit-
ical patients in need of urgent care in the coming days
following the end of the nationwide lockdown. These
monitors are to be installed for COVID-19 patients in
isolation wards to ensure comprehensive medical care.

“Machinery for an overburdened health sector is
where most of the preventable deaths happen. We
have stepped in to support advanced COVID patients,
to give them the best shot at recovery,” said Jazz CEO
Aamir Ibrahim.

""We are thankful to Jazz for this great initiative and
for supporting PIMS when assistance is needed the
most. Initially, when Jazz approached us they offered
to provide ventilators but our need was for patient
monitors which they have furnished,” said Dr. Ansar
Masood, Executive Director at PIMS. “Additionally,
Jazz also provided us with PPEs which is the foremost
requirement for our frontline doctors and nurses. We
hope to work together with great spirit in the future as
well." In the coming weeks, Jazz will continue doing
all it can to support the healthcare sector. Almost all
initiatives under the PKR 1.2 billion relief pledge re-
volve around vulnerable communities, and health and
welfare organizations. Apart from providing medical
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equipment, free COVID-19 tests at Shaukat Khanum
Memorial Cancer Hospital, and weekly food rations to
the families most affected by the lockdowns, Jazz has
also contributed a total of PKR 108 million to the PM
Covid-19 Relief Fund, under direct donation and its
Matching Grants program.

In another event, Jazz launched “Jazz Parho” cam-
paign, Jazz is actively working to provide remote learn-
ing opportunities to students as educational institutes
remain closed during the COVID-19 pandemic. The
campaign includes affordable weekly and monthly
data & voice packages, an android app with the name

Under the umbrella of its
recently launched “Jazz Parho”
campaign, Jazz is
actively working to provide
remote learning opportunities
to students as educational
institutes remain closed during

the COVID-19 pandemic
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Jazz Parho, and the world’s most affordable 4G Phone
— Digit 4G.

Like most countries in the world, Pakistan closed
its schools and universities in March to limit the spread
of coronavirus. As these institutions turn to online
learning, subsidized Internet is required to facilitate
digital learning and help students save on learning
costs. To solve this issue, Jazz has introduced dis-
counted weekly and monthly bundles to facilitate stu-
dents so that they can resume online classes with un-
interrupted connectivity. The monthly supreme bundle
provides 20 GB of data at a 50% discounted price of
PKR 444, whereas the weekly study from home bun-
dle caters specifically to the need for online classes by
offering 10 GB of data and unlimited voice at a rea-
sonable price of PKR 95. Similarly, in support of stu-
dents without access to mobile learning tools e.g.
smartphones or PCs, Jazz is promoting the use of the
world’s most affordable smart feature phone, the Jazz
Digit 4G. The phone is available at all Jazz Experience
centers, franchises, and retail shop for the price of
PKR 1,799. Jazz has also launched an education ap-
plication called Jazz Parho.

This application gives students access to useful
learning resources with a wide range of video lectures
and quizzes for classes 1-12. There are no data usage
and subscription charges to use this app, which is
available on Google Play store for download. “At the
moment the technologies used for mobile learning
are not universal in Pakistan. Unfortunately, the pan-
demic has exacerbated the already prevalent digital di-
vide in the country. Many students particularly from
vulnerable communities are unable to continue their
education as the internet is a perceived luxury for
them. As the leading mobile operator with the neces-
sary resources and digital tools at our disposal, we be-
lieve it is our moral responsibility to not look away
from this but to grapple with it and ensure these stu-
dents don't suffer any longer,” said Jazz CEO Aamir
Ibrahim.

Under these unprecedented circumstances, Jazz
is sticking to its ideals of customer obsession and bring-
ing forward solutions that cater to the needs of the stu-
dent community in service of education itself. m
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Govt to plan cancellation OMCs
licenses and arrest officials
behind petroleum crisis
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The committee, headed by Director Gen
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eral Oil Shafiur Rehman Afridi, has blaméd

Total Parco, Shell Pakistan, Gas and Oil Pakistan, Byco, Attock Oil Pakistan, Attock Pe-
troleum, Be Enegy, Puma Energy and Hascol Petroleum for this crisis. The federal gov-
ernment formed this committee earlier this month after petrol became
unavailable for common consumers across the country
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he preliminary report on the petrol crisis has

held nine private oil companies responsible

for the petroleum crisis in the country. In its

report, the committee said these companies
deliberately caused a nationwide oil shortage. The
eight-member committee also said it visited oil depots
of these companies and found that they had excess
stock of fuel.

The committee, headed by Director General Oil
Shafiur Rehman Afridi, has blamed Total Parco, Shell
Pakistan, Gas and Oil Pakistan, Byco, Attock Oil Pak-
istan, Attock Petroleum, Be Enegy, Puma Energy and
Hascol Petroleum for this crisis. The federal govern-
ment formed this committee earlier this month after
petrol became unavailable for common consumers
across the country. The committee has recommended
strict action against mentioned OMCs, including can-
cellation of their licenses and arrest of their officials.
The committee proposed these actions if these com-
panies failed to improve their performance within next
month. The interim report further suggested that re-
fineries need to ensure maximum production during
June and July. The committee has also found regula-
tion violations in terms of the storage of petroleum
products. “The committee has found violations of
safety measures and regulations at a few of the private
storage companies such as ATC, ZY and Co, PMC,
and Al-Noor,” the report read. In the crisis on PSO’s
oil terminals were operating 24 hours a day during the
crisis, adding that its market shares before the shortage
in supply ranged between 32 to 36 percent, the report
added. Although, the increase in the supply of oil
during the petroleum shortage in the country, augment
its market share to 54 percent. The report added that
the three private companies against whom cases have
been filed had a large piece of the market share which
declined during the petroleum crisis.

Earlier, authorities have fines six oil companies
for petroleum crisis, the government fined six oil mar-
keting companies (OMCs) with Rs 40 million for their
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non-compliance with storage requirements, bringing to
an end a month-long blame game after an adverse
shortage of petrol and diesel amid the lockdown in the
country. According to the Oil and Gas Regulatory
Authority (Ogra, Total Parco and Shell Pakistan were
each fined Rs10 million, while Attock Petroleum,
Hascol and Puma, Gas & Oil Pakistan were handed
Rs 5 million fine each.

Ogra in its report on the petrol crisis said three
show-cause notices were also issued to OMCs, in-
cluding Byco and BE Energy. It added these OMCs
were found involved in a violation of their licenses and
ordered to pay the penalty within a month.

Omar Ayub Khan, the
country's power and
petroleum minister, has said
oil marketing companies are
looking at illegitimate profits
by creating such shortages

OMC:s could file review petition only after paying
half of the penalty, the regulator said. The authority
warned OMCs of further penalties if they could not
improve the supplies at their outlets across the coun-
try. The Oil Companies Advisory Council, an informal
body representing the downstream oil industry, de-
clined to comment on the next line of action. Ogra’s
decision followed show-cause notices issued on June
3 to the OMCs to explain their position regarding the
availability of petroleum products at their retail outlets.
The petroleum division of the energy ministry also
constituted a committee to probe into the shortage of
petrol and diesel. On June 9, expressing serious con-
cerns over the ongoing artificial shortage of petro-
leum products across the country, Prime Minister Im-
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ran Khan had ordered strict action against those be-
hind it. Presiding over the federal cabinet meeting,
PM Imran had expressed concern over the artificial
shortage of petroleum products being created in the
country by oil marketing companies (OMCs) and
petrol dealers, adding that no mercy would be shown
to the elements found guilty of fuel shortage.

The prime minister had directed the minister for
petroleum and OGRA to ensure that every oil mar-
keting company (OMC) maintains 21 days of stock to
meet its license conditions. He also directed that the
Petroleum Division and OGRA take all actions nec-
essary to ensure regular supplies within 48-72 hours.
Omar Ayub Khan, the country's power and petro-
leum minister, has said oil marketing companies are
looking at illegitimate profits by creating such short-
ages. "Their licences will be cancelled," he reportedly
said, adding that there is no fuel shortage in Pakistan.

The several pump stations in Lahore, Islamabad,
Karachi, Faisalabad, Multan, Gujranwala, Peshawar,
Hyderabad, and even Quetta have closed, and if the
government did not take action the situation was
worsen. Petrol crisis in many Punjab cities have given
room to fears to take roots that a serious electricity
shortfall will hit Lahore and Faisalabad due to non-
supply of fuel to thermal powerhouses. The Inde-
pendent Power Producers (IPPs) need enough supply
of fuel to run their day-to-day affairs while National
Transmission & Despatch Company (NTDC) has also
run out of fuel to operate thermal powerhouses.
NTDC has been continuously alerting the Central
Power Purchasing Agency (CPPA) about the fuel cri-
sis for the last four days and informed about possible
electricity loadshedding as fuel supply disrupted. Load-
shedding in Lahore and Faisalabad will become in-
evitable, according to an NTDC letter directing all
IPPs to keep stock for the next fortnight. Earlier, Pe-
troleum Division completed an inquiry into the petrol
shortage crisis and found nine oil companies involved
in creating an ‘artificial scarcity of the fuel’. m
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ore than 30% of civilian pilots in Pak-
istan have fake licenses and are not
qualified to fly, Aviation Minister re-
vealed recently. Aviation Minister
Ghulam Sarwar Khan while addressing the National
Assembly said 262 pilots in the country "did not
take the exam themselves" and had paid someone
else to sit it on their behalf. "They don't have flying
experience," he said. Pakistan has 860 active pilots
serving its domestic airlines -- including the country's
Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) flagship -- as
well as a number of foreign carriers, Khan said.

PIA has grounded all its pilots who hold fake li-
censes, effective immediately.

"PIA acknowledges that fake licenses is not just
a PIA issue but spread across the entire Pakistani air-
line industry," spokesperson Abdullah Khan said,
adding that some of the fake pilots also fly for for-
eign carriers.

The results of the investigation were announced
Wednesday as part of a preliminary report into a
plane crash that killed 97 people in the southern
city of Karachi on May 22. The PIA plane crashed
after taking off from Lahore, killing all but two of the
passengers and crew on board.

Khan did not clarify if the two pilots on flight PK
8303 held fake licenses.

According to the report, the pilots were chatting
about the coronavirus and repeatedly ignored warn-
ings from air traffic controllers before the plane went
down in a residential area near the airport.

"The pilots were discussing corona throughout
the flight. They were not focused. They talked about
the coronavirus and how their families were af-
fected," Khan said, adding that the pilots were "over-
confident."

According to Khan, the pilots were told three
times by air traffic controllers that the plane was
too high and they should not attempt to land, "but
the captain did not pay any heed to these instruc-
tions."

The pilots proceeded with trying to land -- with-
out lowering the landing gear.

"The aircraft touched the runway surface on its
engines," the report said. The engines scrubbed the
runway, causing sparks and irreparable damage.

The pilots pulled the plane back into the air, but
the damaged engines failed and caused the plane to
crash, according to the report.

The Karachi crash saw PIA pilots fly an Airbus
A320 into a residential neighborhood near the air-
port. The incident killed 97 people on board the
plane and one person on the ground, with two pas-
sengers managing to survive.

PIA spokesman Abdullah Hafeez said the com-
pany would make sure "such unqualified pilots never
fly aircraft again". He said the safety of passengers
was the airline's top priority.

The International Air Transport Association said
it was following reports from Pakistan "regarding
fake pilot licences, which are concerning and repre-
sent a serious lapse in the licensing and safety over-
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ilots in Pakistan
ave fake licenses

They don't have flying experience. Pakistan has 860
active pilots serving its domestic airlines -- including
Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) flagship -- as well as
a number of foreign carriers, Khan said

members. There were only two survivors on board
and a girl died on the ground. Neither Mr Khan nor
Mr Hafeez released additional details about the al-
leged methods used by the pilots to wrongfully ob-
tain licences. Mr Khan only said they did not take ex-
aminations themselves to get the required
certificates.

Aviation industry officials, speaking on the con-

sight by the aviation regu-
lator".The global airline
organisation said it would
seek more information.
The move by PIA to
ground the pilots comes a
day after the country's Avi-
ation Minister, Ghulam

PIA spokesman Abdullah
Hafeez said the company
would make sure "such un-
qualified pilots never fly air-

dition of anonymity, re-
vealed Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines first knew
about the scandal two years
ago.

They said an unspeci-
fied number of people who
had the skills to fly a plane

Sarqar Khan, said 262 out opaft again’. He said the safety butlacked technical knowl-

of 860 Pakistani pilots had
"fake" licences.

He made the revelation
while presenting prelimi-

edge had in the past bribed

of passengers was the airline's qualified persons to take
top priority

exams for them.
The officials also said

nary findings of a probe to
Parliament into the May 22 Airbus A320 crash.

The announcement stunned politicians present in
the National Assembly and shocked family members
of passengers who died last month when Flight
PK8303 went down after departing from the eastern
city of Lahore, crashing in a congested residential
area in Karachi.

The crash killed 97 people, including all the crew
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the airline fired at least four
pilots at the time on accusations of falsifying exams
to obtain a licence from the Civil Aviation Author-
ity. Mr Khan said the pilot involved in the May 22
crash did not pay attention to warnings from the air
control tower before making his first failed landing
attempt.

The pilot was told the plane was too high to
land.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

However, he said the pilot and co-pilot were med-
ically fit and qualified to fly.

The crash took place when the plane attempted
to land a second time.

The pilots ignored advice and the control tower
did not inform the pilots about damage caused to the
engines after the plane's first failed landing attempt.

Meanwhile, the Supreme Court of Pakistan has
directed the Chief Executive Officers (CEOs) of
Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) and two pri-
vate airline operators (SereneAir, AirBlue) to ap-
pear before the court with complete details of their
pilots. Taking notice of the fake licences issue of
many pilots, the Supreme Court comments that the
Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) has issued fake li-
cences to the pilots through bribes.

Over the course of the hearing, the chief justice
remarked the entire blame for the last month’s crash
of the national airlines’ aircraft near Karachi airport
was passed onto pilots and the Air Traffic Control
(ATC). CJP Justice Gulzar asked the attorney gen-
eral to explain as to what action should be taken
against the CAA, to which the latter replied that ac-
tion should be taken as per the law. He said the
CAA issued licences after taking bribe.

Summoning the heads of the PIA, Serene Air,
and Airblue on the next hearing, the bench ques-
tioned how and when fake licences were issued to pi-
lots. What action was taken against those involved in
issuing such licences, it further asked. m
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oreign direct in-

vestment in Pak-

istan surged 90.6

percent in 11
months of the current fis-
cal year. Pakistan drew
$2.401 billion in FDI in
July to May FY2020, com-
pared with $1.259 billion
in the same period last
year. However, direct in-
vestment totalled $120 mil-
lion in May, down 52.75
percent from a correspon-
ding month of the last fis-
cal year. FDI stood at $254
million in May 2019. Ana-
lysts said the July-May
FDI shows overseas in-
vestors are still optimistic
on the outlook of Pak-
istan's economy even as
growth slows owing to the
impacts of the coronavirus
pandemic. However, a
month-on-month decline
in the cross border invest-
ments in May revealed that §
the virus pandemic has
started taking toll on the
FDI flows to Pakistan. The
widespread virus outbreak
disruptions and demand
shocks have severely im-
pacted the operations of
multinationals and FDI
flows. FDI in the power
sector attracted $749.6 mil- |
lion foreign capital in July-
May FY2020.

However, investors
pulled out $324.5 million
from this sector in the
same period of FY2019.
The increase in the FDI in
energy companies is driven
by ongoing work on
CEPC-related projects, es-
pecially in the thermal and
coal-fired projects. Com-
munications sector inflows
in July-May stood at
$583.8 million, while the
communications’  busi-
nesses saw an outflow of
$52.9 million Las year. Net
FDI from China increased
695 percent to $855.6 mil-
lion, while investments

ECONOMY
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Pakistan foreign

direct investment
reaches to $2.401 billion

|

years considering that
many of the projects
which were in the pipeline
especially in the energy
and other sector have
made progress as per
plans.

“OICCI members also
re-invest approximately
$2.5-3.0 billion annually
in expanding their foot-
print in Pakistan, so we
expect this trend to con-
tinue and will be a trigger
to attract new investment
from other international
and local investors,”
Aleem said.

The OICCI official
said Pakistan has made
progress on ‘ease of doing
business’ and the govern-
ment has also taken hard
decisions to streamline the
economic fundamentals,

Foreign direct investment in Pakistan surged 90.6
percent in 1l months of the current fiscal year. Pakistan

drew $2.401 billion in FDI in July to May FY2020,
compared with $1.259 billion in the same period last year

“which is causing pain for
businesses, but hopefully
will give confidence to the
investors on the economic
potential of the country”.

Currently, the FDI in
Pakistan is less than one
percent of the GDP,
which compares un-
favourably with other
countries in the region
that have FDI in the region
of 2-6 percent of the GDP.
Most of the key govern-
ment functionaries, includ-
ing in the provinces, have
regularly expressed the de-
sire to boost FDI, but have
not followed up with con-
crete actions to bring sus-
tainable growth in FDI for
which Pakistan has signifi-
cant potential.

“We expect this to im-
prove in the foreseeable fu-
ture,” Aleem said. OICCI
members have identified
some key sectors where
there are opportunities to
attract FDI. Those include
energy and power, (includ-
ing energy distribution,
production, infrastructure,
network, mining and alter-

from Norway increased 212.6 percent to $346 million.
Foreign funds managers pulled $289.3 million from
the government securities such as treasury bills and
Pakistan Investment Bonds in July-May FY2020.

That compared with $1.0 billion outflows in the same
period of FY2019. Outflows from the stock market
stood at $238.5 million, compared with $392.1 million
last year. In February, the country’s foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) jumped 65.7 percent to $1.563 billion
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in the seven months of the current fiscal year.

FDI stood at $943.6 million in the same period of
last fiscal year. In January, foreign direct inflows were
$223.1 million. That compared with $146.8 million in
the corresponding month last year. The rise in FDI
was largely attributed to increased Chinese inflows fol-
lowed by Norway. Net direct investment from China
increased to $532.8 million in July-January FY20
from $282.6 million a year ago. Norwegian firms in-
vested $288.5 million, compared with $110 million
last year. Higher inflows in the communications sec-
tors following license renewal fee payment from two
mobile companies also led to the increase in the FDI
in the seven months of this fiscal.

The communications sector attracted the highest
FDI at $446.7 million in July-January FY20, com-
pared with an outflow of $134.9 million in the corre-
sponding period last year. Moreover, major increases
were seen in the power sector that received $404.1 mil-
lion in FDI against the outflow of $297.5 million.

Foreign investors see positive outlook for FDI in
the current fiscal year. M Abdul Aleem, secretary gen-
eral of the Overseas Investors Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (OICCI) said the outlook for
FDI in Pakistan is stable and at par with the last two
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nate /renewables); infrastructure development, trans-
portation and logistics, agriculture, corporate farming
and agro-based industries, information technology
and digitalisation (eg export of software, etc); food and
consumer goods, healthcare, pharmaceuticals,
tourism, food processing and telecommunication.

The rise in FDI was largely
attributed to increased
Chinese inflows followed by
Norway. Net direct
investment from China
increased to $532.8 million

The SBP’s data also showed that foreign portfolio
investment at stock market stood at $21.5 million in
July-January FY20. The equity market saw outflows
of $408.9 million last year. Foreign investment in gov-
ernment securities such as market treasury bills and
Pakistan Investment Bonds reached $1.839 billion,
compared with $0.1 million a year ago. =
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Pakistan gets first woman
lieutenant general

\l

[.t Gen Johar Khan is now the

M

first three star General in the Pakistan Army. Nigar who hails

- -~ &

from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is also the first female Surgeon General of Pakistan Army

ajor General Nigar Johar has be-
come the first female army officer in
history of the Pakistan to be ap-
pointed as the Lieutenant General
of Pakistan Army. Approval for her promotions
was given at an Army Selection Board meeting
which was presided over by Chief of Army Staff
General Qamar Javed Bajwa.
“The officer has also been appointed as the

first female Surgeon General of the Army,” said
a press release by the Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR), the media wing of Pakistan army.

Lieutenant General Johar hails from Panjpai,
a small town in the district Swabi in the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. Her father, Qadir, was an army
colonel. Both her parents died in a car accident 30
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years ago.

She is currently serving as Commandant Mil-
itary Hospital (CMH) in Rawalpindi.

In 2017, she also became the third woman of-
ficer in the history of Pakistan to reach the rank
of Major General. Lt Gen Johar belongs to the
Army Medical Corps and is the niece of Major
(R) Mohammad Aamir, a former Pakistan Army
officer who served in the Inter-Services Intelli-

gence (ISI). Her father Colonel Qadir also served
in the ISI.

Lt Gen Johar Khan is now the first three-star
General in the Army. In 2015, she was featured in
a video released by the ISPR honouring women in
the Pakistan armed forces. In the video, she says:
“Pakistan is my country and I was born here. I

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

was raised here and I think there is no match to
Pakistan to anywhere in the world.”

She completed her high school at the Convent
Girls High School, Rawalpindi in 1978. She
joined the Army Medical College in 1981 gradu-
ating in 1985. She is from the 5th MBBS course of
Army Medical College and she has served as fe-
male company commander of Ayesha Company
at the same college.

In 2010, she completed the examination for
membership of the College of Physicians and
Surgeons Pakistan. In 2012, she completed her
diploma in Advance Medical Administration
through the Armed Forces Post Graduate Medical
Institute and in 2015; she has received a Master of
Public Health degree from the same institute.m
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CMOs seek
suspension
of USK, ReD fund

contributions

Cellular mobile operators (CMOs) are reportedly forcing the government for halting the
industry annual contribution of around Rs 8 billion equal 1.5 percent of its annual gross
revenue (AGR) towards Universal Service Fund (USF) and 0.5 percent in national ICT
R&D fund - Ignite. Sources revealed to Flare that given huge amounts of unallocated
amounts in both USF/R&D funds, telecom operators seek a moratorium for two years or
50 percent reduction in annual USF and R&D fund contributions. The objective behind the
proposal is to reduce the cost of doing business and improve industry profitability. Telecom
sector contributed huge amount Rs 173.22 billion to the national exchequer in terms of
taxes, regulatory fees, initial and annual license fees, activation tax, and other chargés:
during the first two quarters of the fiscal year 2020 W
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he growth rate of telecommunication

sector has been impressively fast-paced

and contributed a lot in bringing mobile

broadband services. Telecom operators
contributed around Rs 6 billion in USF and Rs 2
billion in R&D annually. Under law, Government
of Pakistan could reduce or adjust these contribu-
tions. The funds have been historically under-
utilised and the size has grown to more than Rs
100 billion, as per the documents.

However, sources revealed that if the govern-
ment suspended the industry contribution, it might
hurt the telecom sector expansion.

According to documents, the USF has spent
around Rs 66.044 billion to extend cellular, broad-
band internet, fibre optics and other telecommu-
nication services to un-served or underserved areas
but some areas in Balochistan as well as South
Waziristan and Kurram districts of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa still lack access to basic telephony
and mobile broadband services.

The USF was created in 2007 to stretch cellu-
lar, broadband internet, fibre optics and other
telecommunication services to un-served or un-
derserved areas. All telecom companies have been
contributing 1.5 percent of their revenues to the
USFE.

Officials revealed that USF had around Rs 30
billion in balance and spent Rs 66.044 billion since
its inception for expansion of telecommunication
services to the under-served and un-served areas of
the country. They maintained that despite massive
growth, there were many areas that remained un-
derserved.
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The challenges, they asserted, that the USF
faced, were rugged terrains, sparse population,
harsh weather, lack of electricity, no backhaul,
and poor logistics as well as security clearance.

Some of these areas included South Waziris-
tan, North Waziristan, Orakzai, Kurram, Jhal
Magsi, Dera Bugti, Nasirabad, and Jaffarabad that
are not being catered.

According to the sources, the areas which do
not support business plans of telecom operators,
the government subsidises projects there to reach
the under-served and un-served.

According to documents, of the total Rs 66.044
billion subsidy, Ufone took major chunk of sub-
sidy i.e. Rs 17.451 billion (26.42 percent), PTCL,
Rs 16.134 billion (24.4 percent), Telenor, Rs
17.484 billion (26.47 percent), Zong, Rs 5.525 bil-
lion (8.37 percent), Wateen, Rs 4.847 (7.34 per-
cent), World Call, Rs 1.273 billion (1.9 percent),
and Jazz, Rs 1.663 billion (2.5 percent).

Telecommunication coverage was around 44

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

percent before USF-2006-07, which reached
around 72.8 percent since the creation of USF,
while covering 7771 un-served mauzas.

Official said broadband for sustainable devel-
opment programme under the USF was designed

The USF was created in
2007 to stretch cellular,
broadband internet, fibre
optics and other
telecommunication
services to un-served or
underserved areas

to provide telecom services to the un-served
mauzas across the country.

After issuance of 3G/4G licences by the fed-
eral government, this programme has been re-
designed to include the broadband equivalent data
(internet) services as a compulsory component.

For new projects, powering of telecommuni-
cation site through solar energy was also made a
part of each project.

According to documents, 1159 BTS have been
installed and 7116 mauzas have been covered.

Optic fibre programme is another initiative un-
der USF that aims to promote development of
telecommunication services in un-served and un-

telenor Hyste e

der-served rural areas to make available and af-
fordable the voice telephony and basic data serv-
ices.

This requires also the establishment of a stable
and reliable optic fibre network in all corners of
the country. This project aims to extend the optic
fibre connectivity to the un-served tehsil head-
quarters for meeting the growing requirements of
voice, data and video in these areas.

It is pertaining to mention here that the tele-
com sector contributed huge amount Rs 173.22
billion to the national exchequer in terms of taxes,
regulatory fees, initial and annual license fees,
activation tax, and other charges during the first
two quarters of the fiscal year 2020.

From July 2015 to February 2020, the tele-
com sector attracted over $ 1.5 billion FDI in-
flows, whereas a total of $ 8.5 billion has been in-
vested by telecom players in Pakistan since 2002.

Cellular mobile subscribers in Pakistan
reached 168.9 million at the end of February 2020

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |
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compared to 161 million as of the end of June
2019 depicting the growth of 4.9 percent in eight
months.

Mobile and fixed broadband subscriber base
showed strong growth from July to February
FY2020. At the end of February compared to
71.24 million in 2020, broadband subscribers
stood at 82.2 million as compared to 71.24 in
FY2019.

5@ is the latest technology which is available
only in a few countries so far. To meet rising busi-
nesses and consumer’s demand for faster and
more reliable mobile broadband services, PTA
has allowed operators to test new technologies
such as 5G. This will enhance the productivity
and competitiveness of businesses to reshape the
socioeconomic fabrics of our society.

PTA has successfully launched DIRBS in the
current fiscal year, and very encouraging results
have been witnessed in terms of evaporating grey
market, a substantial decrease in illegal/counter-
feit devices, a significant drop in snatching/theft
of devices and increased revenue to the govern-
ment. FBR collected revenue of over Rs 28 billion
in the first 6 months of FY2020 from mobile im-
port taxes, which is expected to cross Rs 50 billion
by the end of the fiscal year as against Rs 22 bil-
lion last year showing a potential increase of
about 127 percent. PTA has also facilitated local
manufacturing/assembling of mobile devices. Lo-
cal manufacturing has been kick-started, and Pak-
istan produced over 11.7 million handsets in 2019,
which is 126 percent higher than the previous
year.

In line with the policy directive of the Govern-
ment of Pakistan, Pakistan Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA) has issued “Framework for Test and
Development of Future Technologies (Particularly
Fifth Generation (5G) Wireless Networks in Pak-
istan)” in June 2019 for facilitating testing/trial only
of 5G technology and related services in Pakistan. In
this regard, Jazz, Telenor, Ufone and Zong have suc-
cessfully launched 5G tested in the country to pro-
vide fastest and reliable call and mobile data.

PTA claims it always supports and encourages
the introduction of new technologies and enhanced
services. However, any impression given beyond the
stated purpose by any Cellular Mobile Operator
(CMO) would be considered misleading and may in-
voke appropriate regulatory action.

The commercial launch of 5th Generation serv-
ices in Pakistan would be done in due course fol-
lowing a process involving policy directions by the
Government of Pakistan and necessary regulatory
approvals. m
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tis observed that the
painkillers,  fever
treatment  medi-
cines,  immunity
boost supplements and
many other medicines are
disappear in the country
and some medicines de-
cline for non-availability
of these drugs. Most de-
manded drugs during the
COVID-19 are Paraceta-
mol/acetaminophen,
Panadol contains Parac-
etamol, Dicloran, CaC-
1000 and Ensure., etc.

Since March, when
the COVID-19 pandemic
hit Pakistan, the price of
personal protective equip-
ment (PPE) increased by
more than 900 percent
due to scarcity.

Medical services
nearly came to a halt as
many patients and doc-
tors stopped going to hos-
pitals and health centers
out of fear of contracting
the virus.

Meanwhile, Dr Zafar
Mirza said that Drug Reg-
ulatory Authority of Pak-
istan (DRAP) is taking all
the steps to guarantee the
accessibility of remdesivir
for the patients of Coron-
avirus.

According to the de-
tails, Special Assistant to
the Prime Minister on
Health Dr Zafar Mirza
said that DRAP will
make sure the availability
of remdesivir for coron-
avirus patients.

Dr Mrzia said that
DRAP has issued import
and registration letters to
the producers to ensure
the availability of remde-
sivir for coronavirus pa-
tients, particularly during
emergencies.

He further said that
US Food and Drug Asso-
ciation (FDA) had ap-

No. 1 Mobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan

PPMA fears
shortage of medicines

Pakistan Pharmaceutical
Manufacturers' Association

@
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Since March, when the COVID-19 pandemic hit Pakistan,
the price of personal protective equipment (PPE) increased
by more than 900 percent due to scarcity. It is observed that
the painkillers, fever treatment medicines, immunity boost
supplements and many other medicines are

isappear in the country
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plementation. He ob-
served that there was a
difference between the
concerned sections over
policymaking process and
its implementation and
their merger gave rise to
different issues. The prime
minister also directed for
taking necessary steps for
separation of both sec-
tions of the authority.

The meeting also dis-
cussed matters pertaining
to Pakistan Medical and
Dental Council. The
Prime Minister directed to
complete all the matters
regarding the council as
per the judgment of the
Supreme Court so that the
doctors and others associ-
ated with the profession
are not faced with any dif-
ficulty.

The meeting was at-
tended by Special Assis-
tant to the PM on Health
Dr Zafar Mirza, Attorney
General for Pakistan
¢ Khalid Javed Khan, Sec-
retary National Health
Services and Regulations,
CEO DRAP Asim Rauf
and other senior officials.

The federal govern-
§ ment has announced a
package of Rs 10 million
for medical staff who die
from novel coronavirus.

Special Assistant to
the Prime Minister on Na-
tional Health Services Dr
Zafar Mirza held a press
conference and said front
line workers will be pro-
vided tax relief as protec-
tion and support of health
workers is his priority.

“The financial pack-
age, which has been dis-
cussed with provincial
health ministers and ex-
perts, will be for doctors
and paramedics fighting
against the pandemic. The
federal as well as the

proved the usage of
remdesivir for the treatment of COVID-19.

Dr Zafar also said that that the regulatory body
has issued licenses to two importers and 14 local
manufacturers amid this emergency situation in the
country.

The spokesperson added that meetings of the
Emergency Registration Board and the Drug Pricing
Committee have also been called in the

On this occasion, the PM underscored main role
of the DRAP as regulator of medicines and directed
to make the DRAP a fully functional and vibrant
body. He said that manpower requirements of the or-
ganization should be fully met. He said all neces-
sary measures need to be taken for creation of
separate departments of policy making and policy
implementation in the DRAP.

provincial governments
will be responsible for implementation of the spe-
cial package.

“QOur religion says that whoever saves the life of
one, it is as if he saves the life of all mankind. The
health workers who are performing their duties
under such difficult circumstances are our heroes.
It is the need of the hour to strictly follow standard
operating procedures (SOPs).

coming days to ensure the availability
of injections and to propose the pricing
of the drug to the Cabinet.

Dr Zafar added that added the Na-
tional Command and Control Centre
(NOCC) along with DRAP considered

Japan, UK and Europe approved the us-
age of the drug after successful trials.
Earlier, Prime Minister Imran Khan
said that government is making utmost
effort to ensure easy availability of life
saving and other important medicines

The Pakistan Pharmaceutical Manufacturer
Association fears shortage of medicines as
there is a shortage of raw materials and if the
the usage of remdesivir after the US, situation remains than manufacturing will halt.
If the situation does not resolve, the country
might face a shortage of medicines further
deteriorating the global health pandemic.

“Relatives of some patients try
to take law into their own hands if
they are not satisfied with treatment
and torture doctors as well as med-
ical staff. We have decided to give
them foolproof security.

“The government will take re-
sponsibility of treatment of the fam-
ilies of medical staff on priority ba-
sis at private and public level and
health workers will be supported
through a helpline.

“The infection ratio among

to the people at affordable prices.

According to a press statement issued by the PM
Media Office, the Imran Khan chaired a meeting to
review the performance and responsibilities of Drug
Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP).

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

With regard to enhancing the efficiency of
DRAP and elimination of corruption, the prime
minister said the government had a very clear
stance over the framing of policies and their im-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

health workers is very high in other
countries. They will be tested on priority basis.
The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) is providing
loans to private hospitals on easy terms and condi-
tions for salaries of staffers. m
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icrosoft Corp said it would close its
retail stores and take a related pre-tax
asset impairment charge of $450 mil-
lion in the current quarter.

The Redmond, Washington-based software gi-
ant said would continue to serve customers on-
line, with team members working remotely from
corporate facilities.

The stores — Microsoft had 82 worldwide, all
but 10 of them located in the US — have been pad-
locked since mid-March, when the Redmond,
Wash company closed them because of the coro-
navirus pandemic. None had reopened before Mi-
crosoft slid them into the "really dead" category.

It was not immediately clear if Microsoft's
move would lead to any layoffs. The company also
said it will rethink other spaces that serve all cus-
tomers, including operating Microsoft Experience
Centers in London, New York City, Sydney, and
Redmond campus locations.

"This is a tough, but smart strategic decision for
(CEO) Nadella & Co. to make at this point. The
physical stores generated negligible retail revenue
for Microsoft and ultimately everything was mov-
ing more and more towards the digital channels
over the last few years," Wedbush analyst Dan Ives
said in a note. Retailers, whose stores shuttered in
mid-March due to coronavirus-led lockdowns,
have seen a huge surge in online demand amid
stay-at-home orders.

Microsoft and retail, 2009-2020

Microsoft's retail strategy stretches back 11
years, to the opening of a few stores almost simul-
taneously with the launch of Windows 7 in late
2009.

The company also said it will
rethink other spaces that
serve all customers, including
operating Microsoft FExperi-
ence Centers in LLondon, New
York City, Sydney, and
Redmond campus locations

Along with these more-or-less traditional stores,
Microsoft also opened a number of mall kiosk-
like outlets — called Microsoft Specialty Stores —in
2013 around the US Also that year, Microsoft
struck a deal with electronics retailer Best Buy to
field 600 stores-within-stores. Both the kiosks and
the inside-Best Buy spaces were designed to sell
customers on Windows 8 and the then-new Surface
hardware, as well as new PCs and devices from
other OEMs (original equipment manufacturers).

Comparisons to Apple and its chain of retail
stores have shadowed Microsoft since it first
broached the idea of building out a physical foot-
print in the US In some cases, Microsoft leased
mall space very near existing Apple stores, exac-
erbating the inevitable contrasts when the former's
outlets could not match the latter's crowds.

No wonder, then, that question about Mi-
crosoft's strategy and the likelihood of success
arose as soon as news broke that the company was
going to compete at retail. Nor did the predictions
stop, even as years went by.

"Eventually Microsoft will come to realize what
an utter failure their retail stores are and will close
them down," wrote Jim Lynch, a contributor to
CIO, which like Computerworld is an IDG publi-
cation. "It may take a few more years for this to
happen, but sooner or later the company will see
the handwriting on the wall."

All part of the plan

In lieu of the closed-for-good retail stores, Mi-
crosoft will expand its online efforts, the company
said, although it characterized the move as a "new
approach to retail," which makes little sense since
it will have no retail. "As part of our business plan,
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Microsoft to shut
hysical stores, take
54}570 million hit
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The stores — Microsoft had 82 worldwide, all but 10 of
them located in the US — have been padlocked since
mid-March, when the Redmond, Wash company closed
them because of the coronavirus pandemic. None had
reopened before Microsoft slid them into the 'really
dead’ category

we announced a strategic change in our retail op-
erations, including closing Microsoft Store physi-
cal locations," argued David Porter, corporate vice
president of Microsoft Store, in a piece he penned
on LinkedIn.

Not surprisingly, the company made lemonade
out of the lemons represented by its failed brick-
and-mortar strategy. The firm cited successes it
has had during the coronavirus shut-down, when
all business was conducted online, and pointed to
likely future enhancements, including 1:1 video
chat support and virtual workshops.

"Microsoft will continue to invest in its digital
storefronts on Microsoft.com, and stores in Xbox
and Windows," the Redmond, Wash. company
said in its statement.

But Microsoft strained credulity when it
seemed to make a case that it had planned this all
along, that it had not only pushed its online marts

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

— smart, what with retail's general downturn, ac-
celerated over the last 12 months — but had some-
how used its physical storefronts to improve its
digital sales efforts.

"Qur sales have grown online as our product
portfolio has evolved to largely digital offerings,
and our talented team has proven success serving
customers beyond any physical location," said
Porter, apparently referring to the since-March
shuttering of its retail stores.

"We deliberately built teams with unique back-
grounds and skills that could serve customers from
anywhere," Porter added of a retail chain whose
outlets never expanded beyond the English-speak-
ing markets of the US, Canada, Australia and the
UK. "The evolution of our workforce ensured we
could continue to serve customers of all sizes when
they needed us most, working remotely these last
months."m
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ith the rising tension along the border
with China, it is apparent that India
needs to rethink its trade with China.
This is more important in critical tech-
nology areas like cyber security, telecommunication
equipment, wireless technology, cyber forensics etc.

The telecom infrastructure in India is largely based
on wireless technologies. 5G technology is thus a very
crucial piece of infrastructure where India must be
cautious about inviting tainted Chinese firms like
Huawei and ZTE.

India is already very vulnerable, as the backbone of
its crucial wireless infrastructure is full of Chinese
equipment from ZTE and Huawei. The equipment
from these two Chinese manufacturers has been
banned by the United States and many European coun-
tries, citing sever security risks. The US government has
imposed an outright ban on buying any equipment,
component or even a chip/microprocessor from these
two giants, as the US strongly believes that they could
probably act as Trojan horses and spy on the critical
telecom infrastructure. In 2018, the major US carriers,
Verizon an AT&T, decided to stop selling mobile
phones from Huawei. This bold move was lauded by
US intelligence chiefs. Indian public network operator
BSNL is heavily dependent on the equipment from
ZTE and Huawei. In fact, back in early 2014, it was re-
ported that Huawei allegedly hacked BSNL equip-
ment and the Parliament was informed of it. A probe
was instituted and a report is yet to be tabled in Parlia-
ment.

Let’s take a look at India. Chinese manufacturers
have a whopping 75% of the market share and this is
only projected to increase in the years to come. Sam-
sung, the lone South Korean company, is the only one
that has some market share to claim. The likes of Ap-
ple and Google do not have even 1% of the market
share. This is a huge risk that India needs to take a se-
rious look at. Google has pulled the licence it granted
to Huawei and suspended its relationship with Huawei.
This has forced Huawei to shift to a home-grown ver-
sion of Android based on the open source version.
This is a further threat as one begins to wonder what
else Huawei has baked into it proprietary phones.

In January this year, Telecom Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad announced that the 5G trials would be
done with all vendors and operators. This sent a chill
down many people’s spine as this means that Huawei
was given a zero barrier entry into this crucial, next gen-
eration technology that the major Western nations
have shunned and banned. Even though contracts have
not been awarded, one can easily assume “its cheap and
easy to procure” attitude in the short term will end up
harming India in the long run. Incidentally, Huawei
threatened that it will pause investment in India if it was
left out of the 5G race. Huawei has invested around
$3.5 billion in India to date. It is interesting to note that
the Telecom Minister chose to open up the 5G equip-
ment trials to all vendors. In October last year, the US
government has warned India over using Huawei for
5G rollout. It went further to warn the Indian govern-
ment and companies not to share any US made equip-
ment or other products and technologies with Huawei
or incur punitive action.

The backbone of India’s
crucial wireless infrastruc-
ture is full of Chinese
equipment from ZTFE and
Huawei

TRAI, the Indian regulator has recommended, in
August 2019, that the government auction all available
spectrum in the forthcoming round of its auctions.
When pressed on the issues with Huawei, it has washed
its hands of recommending Huawei and left it to the
government to make the call.

‘What is equally shocking is that, that II'T Madras,
IIT Hyderabad and IIT Delhi have demonstrated con-
siderable expertise in 5G technology. But the govern-
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Dependenee on
China in telecom
sector makes India

vuln

Chinese manufacturers have a whopping 75% of the
market share and this is only projected to increase in the
years to come. Samsung, the lone South Korean
company, is the only one that has some market share to
claim. The likes of Apple and Google do not have even 1%
of the market share

ment allocated a measly Rs 250 crore, in 2018, for
such an important technology platform of the future.
It was reported that IIT Madras has also developed an
indigenous 5G test bed in 2018. Even IIT Delhi has set
up a 5G lab in collaboration with Ericsson. Precious
time has been lost and now India is on the verge of sur-
rendering to the next generation technology—to buy-
ing Chinese equipment. India should not make this
blunder and it will cost it dearly and undermine the core
security of our wireless telecom infrastructure.

The Narendra Modi government must take a seri-
ous review of allowing Chinese firms to compete in 5G
technology. Prime Minister Modi will herald a secure
future if he takes up the task to ban equipment from
both these companies immediately. After all, “Make in
India” is close to the PM’s heart. Even while an-
nouncing the Covid relief package, he gave another ral-
lying cry of “Vocal for Local”.

India should not just be a sweatshop to assemble
compromised components from China and call it
“Made in India”. The government must encourage
and incentivize Indian technology companies to build
these silicon components locally. India should attract

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

the vast talent from Silicon Valley in the US to start
such core technology development in India, in a big
way. The biggest roadblock for PM Modi to achieve his
dream of “Make In India” or “Vocal for Local” is the
archaic bureaucratic system. It takes just a few months
to start a full production facility in countries like Viet-
nam, Thailand and Philippines, whereas the regula-
tory/approval process of India has exasperated many
companies who wanted to jump in and use the excel-
lent talent pool of young engineers in India.

Apart from delays in acquiring land, building in-
frastructure, many electronic equipment manufacturers
faced significant challenges in importing crucial as-
sembly equipment from China, South Korea, US etc.
The Modi government has, however, eased some of the
contentious rules and procedures that caused delays in
importing these equipment. This is a good start.

The next five years are going to be crucial for India.
Prime Minister can usher in a next generation India by
ensuring that his call for “Vocal for Local” is not a mere
slogan but a serious vision for the future. He has all the

ingredients and resources to make this happen. All it B4

needs is the right execution. =
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Method of protection against
virus turns into fashion
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With a new law such as this, comes a new and higher demand for what was once
deemed only necessary for doctors (pre-coronavirus times). As such, even local brands
have started creating and selling face masks — but as face masks shift their position in
the consumer market, this puts into question how effective these branded or fashion-
able masks really are, and whether or not their purpose will gradually be forgotten

hat started as a mere method of pro-

tection against COVID-19 (coron-

avirus), has turned into the fashion

world’s latest trend. Face masks have
been steadily gaining popularity, primarily for the
purpose of protection and decreasing one’s chances
of catching COVID-19, and now as somewhat of a
form of creative expression as well.

Although a number or fashion brands started
making face masks with scraps of leftover fabric
and the intention of filling a gap in the market when
these masks were most needed, the making of face
masks by some brands seems to have evolved into
more of a fashion ‘trend’ these days.

There are of course a number of benefits to pur-
chasing some of these masks however, one of the
main ones being the fact that they are washable
and re-usable.

With statements regarding the importance of
face masks having changed a number of times, ul-
timately it is encouraged to wear face masks in pub-
lic spaces and has even been made mandatory in
Pakistan.

With a new law such as this, comes a new and
higher demand for what was once deemed only
necessary for doctors (pre-coronavirus times). As
such, even local brands have started creating and
selling face masks — but as face masks shift their po-
sition in the consumer market, this puts into ques-
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tion how effective these branded or fashionable
masks really are, and whether or not their purpose
will gradually be forgotten.

Minister for Planning, Development and Special
Initiatives Asad Umar expressed fear that coron-
avirus cases could surge up to 1.2 million by end of
July if strict action was not taken against violators
of standard operating procedures (SOPs), issued by
the government to prevent the spread of Covid-19.

Since April — and perhaps even late March — the
global demand for face masks has skyrocketed. With
more and more fashion brands adding face masks to

With statements regarding the
importance of face masks
having changed a number of
times, ultimately it is encouraged
to wear face masks in
public spaces and has even been
made mandatory in Pakistan

their clothing range however, one might wonder
how effective they really are. According to the Cen-
tre of Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), a

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

cloth face covering is encouraged and there is even
a section on their website that shows people how to
make one’s own face mask at home.

A cloth face covering may not protect the wearer,
but it may keep the wearer from spreading the virus
to others.” And so, perhaps the disposable surgical
masks most people have been donning may not nec-
essarily be too different than simply wearing a cloth
face mask... however, there are certainly a number
of design aspects to keep in mind. Surgical masks
are usually three-ply (made up of three layers), and
this three-ply material is made up of a melt-blown
polymer (the middle layer), placed between two
non-woven fabrics. This middle material is what
acts as the filter that stops microbes or bacteria from
entering or exiting the mask.

Global and local fashion brands alike may some-
what be giving people a sense of relief, as they provide
face masks that are slightly more ‘inviting’. However,
these masks’ purpose must not be forgotten along the
way, and certain design aspects may still be necessary
to take into consideration.

‘While some brands may simply be ‘hopping on the
band wagon’ for the purpose of staying on par with the
latest trends and making sales, others (especially
smaller local businesses) seem genuinely keen on help-
ing their communities. It is important to distinguish be-
tween the two, so as not to allow PPE wear to turn
into a mere fashion commodity. «
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ndia has recently
banned TikTok a
popular short video
app by China. The
reason behind banning
TikTok was due to the pri-
vacy and security concerns
of the citizens. However,
TikTok has denied the al-
legation stating they have
not shared any sensitive in-
formation with the Gov-
ernment of China.

The team of TikTok
published a statement say-
ing: “TikTok continues to
comply with all data pri-
vacy and security require-
ments under Indian law
and has not shared any in-
formation of our users in
India with any foreign
government.

The Team further said:
“Further if we are re-
quested to in the future we
would not do so. We place
the highest importance on
user privacy and integrity.
‘We have been invited to a
meeting with the Indian
Government for an oppor-
tunity to respond and sub-
mit clarification.” Not just
that Indian government
also banned 58 other apps
that were developed by
Chinese developers. Ac-
cording to the Indian
Technology Ministry, the
apps were “prejudicial to
sovereignty and integrity
of India, the security of
the state and public order,
and defense of India.

FLARE REPORT |

INSIGHT

India bans Tiklok
along with 58 other
China-based apps over
privacy concerns

MNo. 1 Mobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan

On the other hand,
China reinforced its troops
near the Indian border
with mountain climbers
and martial arts fighters
shortly before a deadly
clash this month.

Tensions in the moun-
tainous border terrain are
common between the two
nuclear-armed neighbours,
but this month's fighting
was their deadliest en-
counter in nearly 50 years.

Five new militia divi-
sions, including former
members of a Mount
Everest Olympic torch re-
lay team and fighters from
a mixed martial arts club,
presented themselves for
inspection at Lhasa, the
capital of Tibet, official
military newspaper China
National Defense News
reported.

Tibet commander
Wang Haijiang said the
Enbo Fight Club recruits
would "greatly raise the or-
ganisation and mobilisa-
tion strength" of troops
and their "rapid response
and support ability," China
National Defence News
reported, although he did
not explicitly confirm their
deployment was linked to
ongoing border tensions.

Pointing fingers

India said that it had
reinforced its troops in the
contested Himalayan bor-
der region, saying it was
matching a similar buildup

TikTok had received the most installation from India that is about 611 million
ownloads making it about 30.3 percent for the overall app analytics. The report was
published by Sensor Tower. The parent company of TikTok had also planned in
launching a local data center in the country and was recently hired, employees

TikTok had received the most installation from
India that is about 611 million downloads making it
about 30.3 percent for the overall app analytics. The
report was published by Sensor Tower. The parent
company of TikTok had also planned in launching
a local data center in the country and was recently
hired, employees. Indian army has initiated combat
against China for a disputed Himalayan region caus-
ing the death of 20 Indian soldiers. The death had
triggered outrage on the social networking platform
calling to boycott goods imported from China.

Thousands of Indians downloaded ‘Remove
China apps’ mobile app that detects and deletes all
of the Chinese apps from the user’s mobile. So many
media reports claimed that Chinese consignments
were held up by customs at Major Indian Ports.
Even though the relationship between China and In-
dia has been a bumpy road in the past, China and In-
dia have still managed to built a strong economic re-
lationship. Annual bilateral trade worth of $90
billion had been done among the two countries.

India deployed advanced quick-reaction surface-
to-air missile defense systems, called Akash, on its
borders with China in the northern Himalayan re-
gion of Ladakh.

The deployment comes after the Chinese side
was increasing fighter aircraft and helicopter activi-
ties along the Line of Actual Control (LAC), de
facto border of India and China in the disputed re-
gion of Jammu and Kashmir. “As part of the ongo-
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ing build-up in the sector, the air defense systems of
both Indian Army and the Indian Air Force have
been deployed in the sector to prevent any misad-
venture by the Chinese Air Force fighter jets or the
People’s Liberation Army choppers there,” con-
firmed government sources to a local news agency.
Akash is a medium-range mobile surface-to-air mis-
sile defense system indigenously developed by the
Defense Research and Development Organization in
the country. The deployment comes even as India
and China are holding rounds of discussion to de-es-
calate the situation at the LAC.

Thousands of Indians down-
loaded ‘Remove China apps’
mobile app that detects and
deletes all of the Chinese
apps from the user’s mobile

Indian Army also allowed the holding corps to
use firearms at the Line of Actual Control, in "ex-
traordinary circumstances".

“There is no change in the rules as such. Our side
will only react to provocations and in case of ex-
traordinary circumstances,” Lt. Gen. Vinod Bhatia,
the former Indian director-general of the military op-
erations, told Anadolu Agency earlier.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

by China. Chinese state media have in recent weeks
highlighted military activity, including high-altitude
anti-aircraft drills in the Tibet region bordering India.
The new troops were recruited with the aim of
"strengthening the border and stabilising Tibet",
China National Defence News said. India claims
Chinese troops ambushed Indian soldiers and forced
them down a ridge where they had gone to remove
a Chinese "encroachment".

Indian traders to boycott Chinese products

A Dbilateral accord prevents the use of guns but
the fighting, with rudimentary weapons, was still
fierce. China has, in turn, accused Indian soldiers of
twice crossing the Line of Actual Control, the de
facto border, provoking its troops.

The two countries fought a war over the border
in 1962. There is an understanding between the nu-
clear-armed neighbours that their troops in the dis-
puted and inhospitable region will not use firearms.

China claims about 90,000 square kilometres
(35,000 square miles) of territory in India's north-
east, while India says China occupies 38,000 square
kilometres (15,000 square miles) of its territory in the
Aksai Chin Plateau in the Himalayas, a contiguous
part of the Ladakh region.

India unilaterally declared Ladakh a federal ter-
ritory, carving it out of Indian-administered Kashmir
in August 2019. China was among the countries to
condemn the move, raising it at forums including the
UN Security Council. =
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he Covid-19
pandemic still
remains the
most dominant
factor affecting global
scenario. Neither the su-
perpowers nor the devel-
oping countries are
spared of its curse.
Whole world is in a crisis
like situation whether it’s a super power or state
like Pakistan, which has already been facing ex-
ternal threat and internal instabilities. Like every
other state in the world to continue the routine
activities, Pakistan has shifted its
workload to online databases. The
shift to online forum has increased
dependence on internet making
the country equally concerned
about safeguarding its
cyber security — as safe-
guards and security sys-
tems of our cyber infra-
structure are not so
protective keeping in view
the dynamic nature of cy-
ber security.

The government has re-
cently launched its Digital
Pakistan Policy which has ac-
quired renewed significance in
the current pandemic. Al-
though it is a good initiative to
facilitate the public but there
are some loopholes that need to
be addressed as Covid crisis
seems to have prolonged indefi-
nitely. There is a need to adopt
effective measures so the weak-
ness in the system can be effec-
tively resolved on priority bases.
The current crisis situation has ad-
versely impacted the educational
hubs and other academic institutes
which almost stopped functioning for a
while. The government encourages the on-
line classes and examination system.

This not only helped schools and universi-
ties, but the research thinks thanks and other or-
ganizations were also able to resume their func-
tions by utilizing online forum. Here the
challenge for a country like Pakistan is the provi-
sion of fast and smooth internet connections in
all the districts of country. But now days, students
of KPK, Balochistan, Gilgit Baltistan and even in
some districts of Punjab are facing connectivity

issues. Students have raised their voices through
social media forum and student Unions. Other
than smooth provision of internet facility, state
need to have a robust independent network secu-
rity systems during Covid-19 because of more
dependence on computer and internet networks
and keep up with the rapidly changing cyber tech-
nologies. Dependence on foreign developed ap-
plications like ‘Zoom’ can be harmful in the
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longer term for privacy. Recently, an intrusion
occurred during the webinar of Institute of Strate-
gic Studies (ISST) due to non-encrypted internet
connection. In encrypted connection the risk fac-
tor still exists as the de-encrypted data is retained
with the developers who can use it for their self-
interest to harm the security of any state espe-
cially the states like Pakistan which is still in the
nascent stage of acquiring and developing ad-
vanced cyber technology related tools. Another
such incident occurred wherein the official web-
site of Pakistan’s Higher Education Commission
was attacked by scammers but later on it was
clarified by HEC that it was just that someone just
took the screenshot and make changes in its
HTML coding and uploads it , which seems to be
, that website is hacked.

Although this scam carried out in anger by in-
ternal rudiments was not so harmful and serious,
but still it’s an alarm to be prepared for the rising
threats and technological challenges that could be
hazardous. It is, thus a big question mark on the
Pakistan’s preparedness to face such challenges in
future that could be serious in their nature. Covid-
19 has quarantined the people inside their homes;
activities are limited to internet and computers.
This has provided the cyber-criminals with the op-
portunity to breach the privacy and use it for their
own interests. During this quarantine, people to

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |
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Impacts on cyber
security in pandemic era

kill boredom are down-
loading different kind of
applications in their mo-
bile phones and PCs and
agreeing to give that ap-
plication access to mobile
data. This can be harmful
and data of people can be
used to cause damage to
personal as well as na-
tional security, because this is an era of informa-
tion warfare and any entity or state can take ad-
vantage of the data provided to them
unknowingly. Cyber criminals and
hackers whether they are from
within the state or outside; spon-
w sored by rival states can easily ex-
'( ploit the loophole of the existing
\ cyber infrastructure as previ-
ously before Covid-19 crises,
Pakistani infrastructure
has been attacked several
times which includes the
banking sector as well as
armed forces infrastructure.
For instance cyber-attacks
carried out by Indian organi-
zation Rattle snake on Navy’s
Public relations Branch tried
to manipulate the statements
released by Public relations
Branch. Above mentioned at-
tacks carried out by India before
Covid-19 were very alarming
and threatening to national se-
curity.
One can gauge the level of
threat during Covid-19 when the
whole country is working online.
There have been efforts to digi-
tize all the sectors of Pakistan
with which whole data will be
shifted to data clouds. This may lead
to losing control over the data because
once data is placed online, it will be
available to everyone who can then pene-
trate easily and will be hazardous for national
security. To address the threats to data and pre-
serve its national security, Pakistan needs a
workable solution to protect its servers to store
such huge bulks of national data. It also needs
to maintain backup of the data to be on safer
side. It needs to develop its own strong fire-
wall security software against online viruses
and Trojan horses to protect the data rather than
being dependent on borrowed technologies and

software because dependency in such domains in
the longer runs can be harmful. So keeping in
view the upcoming technological era and Covid-
19 has to some added acceleration in the process
of doing so. At this very moment, Pakistan needs
to have a formalized national cyber security pol-
icy as an important pillar of national security.

The writer is working as Research Affiliate at
Strategic Vision Institute Islamabad.
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Indian exposes as Mitron app 18
clone of Pastapp Ticlic

III'I'IIIIII

Ratings

and revi EWS

M m
_ DO YOU I(NOW ABOUT MITRON
APP’S PAKISTAN CONNECTION?

The worst thing is that the developer even didn't bother to fix bugs and issues in the app
and directly uploaded it on Play Store, which is really a shame act. People and media
is promoting as Indian app made by an I'l student

fter TikTok outrage in India, we got to see

a new app called Mitron getting huge pop-

ularity as it is referred to as Indian app.

Many Android developers gone through
the source code of app and found so-called Mitron app
is a rebranded version of TicTic which is a short video
app made by a Lahore-based developer Irfan Sheikh,
the founder and CEO of Qboxus.

Source code of TicTic is available on CodeCanyon
for only $34. The developer just changed the package
name, brand name, splash screen, and some strings, and
boom. Indian developer created Mitron app.

The worst thing is that the developer even didn't
bother to fix bugs and issues in the app and directly up-
loaded it on Play Store, which is really a shame act.
People and media is promoting as Indian app made by
an IT student.

Well, there is no problem with what developer has
done. He paid for it and got the script which is okay. But
the problem is with people and media referring to as In-
dian made app which is not the truth.

Mitron app is not made in India but bought from a
Pakistani software developer Qboxus. Although the
app has been growing quickly for its Indian origin,
and is named after a word often associated with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

Irfan Sheikh, founder and CEO of Qboxus said that
he sold the source code of the app to Mitron's creator
for $34. The company sells the source code, which the
buyers are then expected to customise. “There is no
problem with what the developer has done. He paid for
the script and used it, which is okay. But, the problem
is with people referring to it as an Indian-made app,
which is not true especially because they have not
made any changes.”

The identity of the creator of Mitron has still not
been confirmed, however, reports state that it was made
by a student of IIT Roorkee. The webpage of the
Mitron app developer on Google Play leads to a fake
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website, which is a blank page.

The media and IT ministry of India have high-
lighted the development on app across the world to hid-
den the truth. For an Indian success story to have any
links to Pakistan would be unacceptable given the tor-
tured history between the two countries, which have
fought three wars since they were carved out of one na-
tion in 1947, with frequent skirmishes along the border
in the contentious northern region of Kashmir. Those
tensions rekindled last August when India revoked the
autonomous status of the state of Jammu & Kashmir,
a move that was fiercely condemned by Pakistan.

The backbone of India’s
crucial wireless
infrastructure is full of
Chinese equipment from ZTE,
and Huawei

India and China, which also fought a war in 1962,
have a delicately balanced relationship that was re-
cently strained when India amended its foreign direct
investment rules to restrict investments from China
and border skirmishes erupted on the Tibetan plateau.

Since coming to power in 2014, the nationalist-
minded Narendra Modi-led government has attempted
to take a leaf out of China’s manufacturing success and
has been pushing for companies and entrepreneurs to
“make in India” to boost employment and economic
growth. That narrative has been scaled up against the
backdrop of the ongoing global pandemic of Covid-19.

“We are really happy that one of our apps is so pop-
ular and we’re not asking anyone to download TicTic
instead,” Sheikh said in a phone interview. But for
Mitron to claim that it was developed in India, he in-
sists, is far-fetched: “They have not made any changes.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

They only changed the logo.”

Mitron cofounder Khandelwal, who met Agarwal
when he was working at travel site Makemytrip.com,
said that description is “completely baseless.”

“We are streaming content to [nearly] 2 million
users daily,” Khandelwal said in an interview referring
to the number of daily active users which is different
from the total number of times the app has been down-
loaded. “Imagine the amount of content and to do that
the entire backend was our own. The only thing [that
was similar to the original template] was the look and
feel. We are on a learning curve and we are continu-
ously working on that,” he added.

Other complaints have surfaced about Mitron—
flaws in the app that allowed a malicious actor to force
other users to follow specific accounts and also let a user
skip account authorization for any Mitron user within
seconds, online news portal Quint reported.

As per Khandelwal, the app lacked a privacy policy
and terms of use and both were needed for the app to
be available on the Play Store. “We both are of a tech-
nical background and didn’t understand this aspect, we
worked with lawyers and spoke with Google repre-
sentatives to understand what was needed,” Khandel-
wal said. The app is now back on the Play Store, and
Khandelwal insists they “didn’t change any code to get
it back.”

Sheikh said the reason they were given for the re-
moval of TicTic was the Play Store’s impersonation
policy which says “We don’t allow apps that use an-
other app or entity’s brand, title, logo or name in a man-
ner that may result in misleading users.” He says he
wasn’t looking to poke anyone when he told the world
his firm was the original creator of Mitron.

The number of downloads of the app have in-
creased to 10 million since it came back on the Play
Store, but it’s not clear if the number of users has in-

IYH

creased and it remains to be seen if the company can g

retain the users it has. m
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he lockdown and
smart lockdown
imposed through-
out the country
due to the coronavirus is
about to reach the four
months mark. It has slowed
down — for some, even
stopped — the smooth flow
of life, disturbing not only
the daily routines of the
public but also, exacerbat-
ing the already destitute
state of life of the less fortu-
nate among us. Among the
various spheres of life hav-
ing fallen victim to the
repercussions of the highly
deadly disease are the econ-
omy, global mobility, social
life and the educational sec-
tor — all having suffered a
great deal. With the educa-
tional institutions having
been closed since mid-
March and an uncertainty
looming over peoples’ |
heads about whether life
will ever get back to normal,
students and teachers are
suffering alike.
Education system of
Pakistan
The system of educa- 4
tion in Pakistan has re-
mained a topic of debate,
garnering concern over its
structure, administration
and various other spheres,
including the public’s ap-
proach towards the acquisi-
tion of education and their
views regarding its impor-
tance in an individual’s life.
While there’s a number of
people who do not deem
education as something of
prime importance, it is im-
perative to applaud the
younger generations for ad-
vocating the importance of
the most basic of necessities
that every human must
strive to obtain education.

——
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Online classes:
A chaos of education
system in Pakistan?

-

Since educational institutions have announced to
continue educational activities online amid the
pandemic, a large number of students took to social
media for expressing their displeasure over the lack of
access to internet facilities in remote areas and low
quality education offered in contrast to the heavy fee
being charged, ultimately affecting their grades

SOCIAL | M.Ahmad Dogar [ ]

particular talent that our
teachers lack and are de-
pending on us to teach them
about it instead.

No access
nternet

Since educational insti-
tutions have announced to
continue educational activi-
ties online amid the pan-
demic, a large number of
students took to social me-
dia for expressing their dis-
pleasure over the lack of ac-
cess to internet facilities in
remote areas and low qual-
ity education offered in con-
trast to the heavy fee being
charged, ultimately affect-
ing their grades.

“The online classes sys-
tem is not effective in our
country. We request the gov-
ernment to provide better
internet or a semester break
as students from remote ar-
eas are unable to properly
access the internet,” a tweet
of a student from Interna-
tional Islamic University Is-
lamabad (ITUT) said.

“Online lectures,
quizzes and assignments are
going effective and will af-
fect our grades. We have
paid a heavy fee for quality
and good education. The
situation is not fruitful for
opening educational institu-
tions but out grades and un-
derstanding of lectures is
also important”, another
tweet said under the trend-
ing hashtag of the day ‘we
want semester break’. It has
been observed that students
in remote areas lack internet
facility and are forced to
travel to places with the fa-
cility to attend online lec-
tures which is not safe in the
present scenario.

Just as some people do
not have access to comput-

to the

Currently, the education

system of Pakistan is doing considerably better than it
had been in the past. However, people in Pakistan, re-
gard private schooling and elite class education to be a
more reliable source of education than government in-
stitutions due to a healthier atmosphere, better quality
of education and sufficiency of resources.

Impact of coronavirus on Pakistan’s educational
system

Pakistan’s education system, which was already
perched on precarious grounds — due to the lack of fa-
cilities, teachers, equipments and obsolete methodology
— 1s facing increasingly tough times; courtesy of the
covid-19 pandemic.

Online education issues are the main concern for
students and teachers. Teachers and students are suf-
fering alike. The curriculum planning for this year
seems to be heading down the drain. During such dire
conditions, several schools, colleges and universities
have introduced online classes, which, in a developing
country like Pakistan, are not easy to organise and
maintain with the aim of reaping exemplary results.

While many would think of this as a good ap-
proach — which it definitely is — the concept of tak-
ing online classes became victim to jokes and memes
as soon as the proposition was put forward.

Observing the chaos and online education issues
that has erupted since online classes began, it is safe to
say that while it is definitely not a poor initiative, it is
also not reaping much benefit. It lies somewhere in be-
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tween. Just like everything else that has both, pros and
cons, online education does too.

No access to computers

A great many students, who are already living hand
to mouth, struggling to pay college tuition for a bright
future, are now facing the problem of lack of re-
sources. Many bright students may fall behind in
school as they struggle with not having access to com-
puters and laptops.

It has been observed that
students in remote areas lack
internet facility and are
forced to travel to places with
the facility to attend online
lectures which is not safe in
the present scenario

Teacher’s inability to operate technology

Lets face it, most of our grandmas and mums and
dads cannot operate computers and technology to save
their lives. Teachers and professors seem to be facing the
same problem these days as most of them simply do
not know what they’re doing. As a matter of fact, a
large number of jokes on the internet are regarding this

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

ers, the internet is also not
available to some. The majority of areas do not have
high-speed wifi as a result of which, they are unable to
tune into classes being conducted online.

Student teacher interaction

Transitioning to online classes means lack of one
on one interaction among the tutors and students.
Many students suffer from confidence issues while
many are deficient in a particular subject. They usually
learn better in intimate settings. Moreover, it is a proven
fact that a teacher’s individual attention is a key factor
for effective learning.

Atmosphere

While some students are enjoying being able to
take classes from the comfort of their homes, a great
many are struggling. Homes do not provide an ade-
quate environment for the students to focus solely on
their studies. In institutional settings, everyone has one
common point of focus and little distractions, and even
if there are any, the teacher’s vigilance renders them, to
a great extent, useless.

Online classes in Pakistan are a major issue. No one
can afford losing an academic year to the pandemic and
as for the students struggling with their education due
to absence of resources, it is the responsibility of the
government to establish centers in rural areas, provid-
ing necessary resources while maintaining social dis-
tancing or fellow students should take the responsibil-
ity upon themselves to provide them with as much
academic help they might need. m
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Road Blue Area, Islamabad. Ph; (92-51) 2B06236-37

USA Office: 1760 Barker Cypress Road, Mo 114 Houslon,
TX 77084, Ph. 1 (832) 4996024

Canada Office: 2510 Valley Ridge Drive, Oakville Ontario,
LEM SH3, Toronto. Ph: 1 9052014614 Cell: +1 647 8600877

B} welcomeeventsanddestinations & www.welcome-ed.com




T
>
3
2
>
|
O
O
>
=
=
=
T
>
<
2
@)
o
Z
O
e
<
m
-1
2
o)
=i
=
=
>
=
T
=
<

HY M

IYH

sl

YNyYa

oma Strategic Holdings, headed by Chi-

nese-Myanmar tycoon Serge Pun, will

acquire Telenor Group’s 51-percent stake

worth $76.5 million in Myanmar’s lead-
ing mobile money company, Wave Money.

Wave Money, a joint venture between Telenor
Group and Yoma Strategic, runs a network of more
than 57,000 agents across 295 out of 330 townships
in Myanmar, covering approximately 89 percent of
the country.

More than 21 million people have used Wave
Money’s services, including Wave Pay, for remit-
tances, utility payments, airtime top-ups and digital
payments, according to the company.

Serge Pun’s Yoma Group, listed on stock ex-
changes in Myanmar and Singapore, operates in au-
tomobile manufacturing, financial services, real es-
tate development, technology, construction and
health care.

According to the press release, Wave Money is
expected to become a subsidiary of Yoma Strategic
after the completion of the acquisition of Telenor’s
interest. The company said it will establish a new
company, Yoma MFS Holdings, to increase its ex-
isting shareholding and take a controlling interest in
‘Wave Money.

It said that upon the completion of the transac-
tions, Yoma Strategic will invest up to an additional
$25 million in Wave Money and become its largest,
controlling shareholder.

The move comes more than a month after
China’s Ant Financial Services Group owned by
Alibaba Group announced it would invest $73.5
million in Wave Money to upgrade its technological
capabilities and security systems.

Melvyn Pun, CEO of Yoma Strategic said,
“Wave Money continues to see sustained growth in
its agent and digital platforms, with Wave Pay gain-
ing strong traction during the COVID-19 pandemic
through the acceleration in and adoption of cashless
payment solutions.”

“The investment by Ant Group will further fuel
‘Wave Money’s growth trajectory and will help to cre-
ate greater value for our shareholders in the longer
term,” Melvyn Pun said.

According to the company, last year, Wave
Money’s transfer volume in the country more than
tripled year-on-year, reaching 6.4 trillion kyats.

Lars Erik Tellmann, head of financial services at
Telenor Group, said, “This is an opportune time for
Telenor Group to divest. Both Yoma Group and
Ant Group’s core operation is financial services and
technology and they are therefore the strongest own-
ers to take Wave Money forward.”

Wave Money saw a huge uptick in e-wallet reg-
istration and users amid the lockdown measures.
There was an over 800pc increase in digital transac-
tions through the e-wallet application WavePay be-
tween March and May this year, compared to the
same period in 2019.

“Many people in Myanmar started to embrace
digital payments in their daily lives for money trans-
fer, mobile bill top-up, donation, and other social-re-
lated financial activities,” said Brad Jones, CEO of
‘Wave Money. “This has helped drive Wave Money’s
commitment to Myanmar’s financial inclusion, and
the journey to creating a cashless society.”

In May 2002, Wave Money, a Myanmar-based
digital money transfer service, had landed a $75.3
million investment from Chinese Big Tech Ant Fi-
nancial.

The investment makes Ant Financial a substan-
tial minority stakeholder, alongside existing share-
holders Telenor, a Norwegian majority state-owned
telco, and Yoma Group, a Myanmar-based con-
glomerate.

As of November 2019, the Singapore-based units
of Telenor owned a 51% stake in Wave Money,
Yoma Strategic held a 34% stake, and Yoma Bank
owned 5%, while the remaining 10% stake was
owned by First Myanmar Investment Public Com-
pany.

Ant Financial says its new investment is part of
a strategic partnership to “promote financial inclu-
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sell its

1% stake for $76.5

million

Wave Money, a joint venture between Telenor Group and
Yoma Strategic, runs a network of more than 57,000
agents across 295 out of 330 townships in Myanmar,
covering approximately 89 percent of the country

sion for the unbanked and underbanked communi-
ties” in Myanmar. It will allow Wave Money to
leverage the tech behind Ant Financial’s digital wal-
let Alipay, which currently serves 1.2 billion users
globally.

More than 21 million people
have used Wave Money’s
services, including Wave Pay,
for remittances, utility
payments, airtime top-ups
and digital payments

The new stake in Wave Money, a service which
has tapped more than 21 million people to date, will
come by way of a new share issuance which is still
subject to regulatory approval.

Wave Money says it has a network of 57,000
‘Wave Shops’ across Myanmar, covering roughly
89% of the country. In September 2018, the digital

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

money service became profitable, and in 2019 it ex-
perienced a total transaction volume of $4.3 billion.

“Myanmar’s population is still underserved by
formal banking institutions with only a quarter of
people having a bank account,” says Yoma Strate-
gic’s CEO Melvyn Pun.

“The COVID-19 situation is accelerating the
trend towards a cashless society and drives the
growth of ecommerce, and we expect this strategic
partnership to massively boost Wave Money’s capa-
bilities to support these trends.”

The focus on the unbanked and underbanked
follows plans announced by Myanmar’s government
to increase financial inclusion in the country from its
current 48% to 60% by 2023.

The local telecom company Telenor Myanmar
continues to be a wholly owned subsidiary of Te-
lenor Group. As the leading e-wallet in Myanmar,
Wave Money will remain an important digital part-
ner for Telenor Myanmar and the strong co-opera-
tion between the two companies will continue. The
co-operation will result in attractive payment offer-
ings for both Wave and Telenor customers, promot-
ing financial inclusion and increasing the digitalisa-
tion of the Myanmar economy. =
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Top 10 richest people in the world

As per Hurun's rich list 2020, Amazon CEO, Jeff Bezos, retains the top spot on the
list with $140 billion net worth, down $7 billion from last year, mainly due to the
world's largest divoree settlement.

Bernard Arnault, .
<O, LVMH Lol

Despite major business grappling with
_ pandemic, Bernard Arnault, man behind an
“empire of 70 brands including likes of Louis
Yuitton and Sephora, continued his meteoric
rise, securing the second place on the list with
$107 billion, up 521 billion over last year.
Arnault in November announced a deal to
acquire Tiffany for $16 billion to get more
access to US luxury consumers.

Jeff Bezos, e

A

Amazon CEQ, Jeff Bezos, retained the top spot
on the list with $140 billion, down $7 billion last
vear, mainly due to the world's largest divorce
settlement with former wife MacKenzie Bezos,
who makes the list in her own right with $44
billion. Amazon is one of four companies,
whose valuations have hit 1 trillion, the others
being Microsoft, Apple and Google.

_ Warren Buffett, CEO, .
Berkshire Hathaw @@

One of the most successful investors of all time,
~ Warren Buffett dropped one place to fourth
“spot, amid the coronavirus pandemic. A recent
SEC filing shows that Buffett’s firm Berkshire
Hathaway is investing money into defence
stocks that are relatively immune from negative
economic growth.

Bill Gates, co- fuundﬂ, o

\IIFHJH{I“ e ol

Similarly, Bill Gates dropped to third position
on the list, with a net worth of $106 hillion,
despite an addition of $10 billion to his revenue.
Last month, Gates announced a $100-million
commitment to fight coronavirus which has
triggered a global health emergency.

Mark Zuckerberg, T .. _ Amancio Ortega, T
e [ " T i | ] i - s
CEO, Facebook ¥ 0-founder, Indite ¥

Facebook CEQ, Mark Zuckerberg's revenue has Amancio Ortega of Inditex, world's largest
reported a spike of 54 billion, keeping him in fashion firm, including chains like ZARA, is
fifth place with $84 billion net worth. ' placed sixth this year, on the back of a massive
$25 billion increase to $81 billion. Ortega
acquired commercial property worth $11 billion *©
of prime shopping real estate in London and
New York using dividends from Inditex.
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Carlos Slim Helu, ..o .. _ Sergey Brin and Lar QBﬁge o
Mexican l)ualn(‘-%m SEE0-founders, Goo "

Down one place, Carlos Slim Helu has secured Google co-founders, Sergey Brin and Larry
seventh position this year, with $72 billion. . Page, made it to the list for a second year
Helu's fortune largely stems from running, with their net worth up 26 per cent
telecommunications company America Mowil gach to 568 billion and $67 billion, respectively.
and Grupo Carso, a holding company that
engages in the retail, industrial, and
construction business. Besides, Helu is also a
significant shareholder of the New York Times
and financial conglomerate Citigroup.

VRUYa

%tm e Ballmer, o

ormer CEQ, \Ilf Iﬁﬂ

Former Microsoft CEQ, Steve Ballmer was a big
_winner on the list this vear. Thanks to surge in
the company’s share price, topping $1 trillion
yaluation and becoming the world’s most
valuable company again. Ballmer's holds 4 per
cent share of Microsoft, worth $56 billion, with
other assets including the Los Angeles Clippers,
a basketball team.

Mukesh Ambani, . .mge
iance
il L |« ]

Reliance Industries reported a 24 per cent surge '
in its revenue to $67 billion, making Ambani the 8
only Asian making it to the list of top 10. '
Ambani's wealth increased mainly on the back

of a good performance in his telecoms business.
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Late 'lariq Aziz donated all his
assets @ earnings to Pakistan

In wake of his death, many have gone on social media to pay their respects to the late

TV personality. Among

them were COAS Qamar Javed Bajwa, PM Imran Khan,

President Arif Ali, Information Minister Senator Shibli Faraz and many others

eteran TV show host Tariq Aziz, best known
for his famous show Neelam Ghar, donated
all his lifetime earnings and properties to
the Government of Pakistan after his death.

He said having children or no children was the will
of Allah and since he had no kids of his own he would
like to give all his earnings for the welfare of his coun-
try. Aziz won the hearts of many by announcing his
will and he surely is a role model for all of us. The peo-
ple salute and pay rich tribute to the legend Tariq Aziz
who left us at the age of 84. He honored with Pride of
Performance award for his services in Pakistan's na-
tional channel PTV. Apart from show hosting, he had
interviewed many notable intellectuals, sportspersons,
and celebrities on his shows.

In wake of his death, many have gone on social me-
dia to pay their respects to the late TV personality.
Among them was Prime Minister Imran Khan who
went on to deem Aziz as a “pioneer”. “Saddened to
learn of the passing of Tariq Aziz, an icon in his time
and a pioneer of our TV game shows. My condo-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

lences and prayers go to his family,” he said. President
Arif Alvi also lamented the loss of Aziz. President Alvi
termed Tariq Aziz “an institution in his field”. The
President offered condolence to the family of Tariq
Aziz and prayed for the departed soul to rest in peace.
Chief of Army Staff (COAS) Qamar Javed Bajwa also
expressed grief on demise of the legendary broadcaster
and outstanding artist. Shehbaz Sharif tweeted, “Tariq
Aziz — an artist who loved literature and hosted popu-
lar program Neelam Ghar — proved his skills and abil-
ities at every platform of radio and television. Minister
for Information and Broadcasting Senator Shibli Faraz,
while expressing deep sorrow, said Tariq Aziz was a lit-
erary personality with artistic abilities.

Punjab Chief Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar con-
doled with the family of Tariq Aziz. He said, “The de-
ceased introduced new dimensions to the art of com-
paring and his unique style became his claim to fame.
He took the program Neelam Ghar to peak.”

Punjab Information Minister Fayyaz-ul-Hassan
Chohan said Tariq Aziz introduced the new generation

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

to our culture and literature through his program Nee-
lam Ghar and affirmed that his services for the coun-
try will never be forgotten. Dr. Fouzia Saeed a re-
searcher, educationist and the director general Pakistan
National Council of the Arts in her condolence mes-
sage. Celebrities such as Qavi Khan, Javed Sheikh,
Bushra Ansari, Amanat Chan, Sohail Ahmad, Iftikhar
Thakar, Nasir Chinyoti, Zafari Khan, Nasim Waki,
Nargis, Saima, Khusboo, Meera, Asif Raza Mir,
Nadeem Baig, Behroze Sabzwari, Umar Sharif, Zara
Noor Abbas, Mawra Hocane, Vasay Chaudhry, Ushna
Shah, Yasir Hussain, Zara Noor Abbas, Zara Noor Ab-
bas, Sanam Jung, Imran Abbas, Fahad Mustafa,
Mawra Hocane, Vasay Chaudhry, Saba Qamar, Rahat
Fateh Ali Khan, Ali Rehman Khan, Zara Noor Abbas,
Sanam Jung, Imran Abbas, Fahad Mustafa, Mawra
Hocane, Vasay Chaudhry, Saba Qamar, Rahat Fateh
Ali Khan, Ali Rehman Khan, Armeena Khan, Sami
Khan among others paid homage to the late legendary
TV personality. May he rest in eternal peace. He will
live on in our hearts forever. m

JUNE 15 - JULY 15, 2020



express

GIFTS FOR

WWW.SENTIMENTSEXPRESS.COM

Visit your nearest TCS Express Centre

Call: 111 123 456 (Ext.1) Whatsapp: 0316-1123456

Book Online: www.sentimentsexpress.com [8 @tcssentiments @ @TCS_SE
Email: senti@tcs-e.com | Inbox: www.facebook.com/tcsse

WE MOVE YOU=



T
>
3
2
>
|
O
O
>
=
=
=
T
>
<
2
@)
o
Z
O
e
<
m
-1
2
o)
=i
=
=
>
=
T
=
<

HY M

IYH

sl

YNyYa

No. 1 Mobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan

here are many beverages companies in coun-

try but Coke and Pepsi are more popular so-

das among the youth without knowing its

health hazards. The government has given in-
structions to the manufacturers to mention the using of
ingredients in the products. The users should read in-
gredients before using the products. It is our prime re-
sponsibility to guide our youth to use healthy products
and avoid hazardous products because the nation de-
pends on the youth. The multinational companies en-
gage in damage the health system in Pakistan. They
spend billions of dollars to attract the people through
sensational and attractive advertisements and cam-
paigns by leading celebrities. The children and youth
are tempting to drink a glass of fizzy, bubbly soft drink
especially on a hot and sultry day. Carbonated water is
water that has been infused with carbon dioxide gas un-
der pressure. This produces a bubbly drink that's also
known as sparkling water, club soda, soda water, seltzer
water, and fizzy water. Drinking soft drink especially
black aerated drinks are very harmful for our body as
the content in them primarily contains CO2, water
and permitted flavours are very bad for body. Drinking
a lot of Pepsi or Coca-Cola can lead to muscle prob-
lems, tooth decay, obesity, cardiovascular, week bones,
diabetes and cancer.

Keeping hydrated is essential for body functions
such as temperature regulation, transporting nutrients
and removing waste. Water even acts as a lubricant and
shock absorber for joints.

But while most people know they should drink
more water, it can be a bit boring. So what about
sparkling water as an option to liven things up a bit? Af-
ter all, sparkling water is just as good as normal water,
right? Not quite.

Carbonated water is water
that has been infused with
carbon dioxide gas under
pressure. This produces a
bubbly drink that's also
known as sparkling water,
club soda, soda water, seltzer
water, and fizzy water

Fizzy fluids

Sparkling water is made by infusing water with
carbon dioxide. This produces carbonic acid with a
weak acidic pH of between three and four. That "feel
good" mouth sensation you get after sipping a carbon-
ated drink is in fact the chemical activation of pain re-
ceptors on your tongue responding to this acid, giving
a moreish taste. And here's part of the problem, as acid
in drinks can harm our teeth.

The outer layer of our teeth, dental enamel, is the
hardest tissue in the body. It is made of a mineral
called hydroxyapatite that contains calcium and phos-
phate. Saliva is mainly water but also contains calcium
and phosphate.

There is normally a balance between tooth miner-
als and the minerals in saliva. The mouth and saliva
normally have (a pH of six to seven), but when this
drops below five and a half, calcium and phosphate
molecules move out of the teeth and into saliva. This
can happen because of the carbonic acid in fizzy drinks.

Bad for teeth?

This demineralization creates tiny pores in the tooth
mineral and the enamel starts to dissolve. Initially, the
pores are microscopic and can still be plugged by put-
ting calcium or phosphate back in, or by replacing cal-
cium with fluoride—this is how fluoride in toothpaste
works to protect teeth. But once the amount of lost
tooth mineral reaches a certain level, the pores can no
longer be plugged and the tooth tissue is lost for good.

If teeth are bathed in acid from carbonated drinks
frequently, more minerals can be dissolved out than get
put back in, and there is more risk of tooth wear or ero-
sion
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Black aerated
drinks harmful for
human bo

dy
)

Drinking soft drink especially black aerated drinks are
very harmful for our body as the content in them
primarily contains CO2, water and permitted flavours.
Drinking a lot of Pepsi or Coca-Cola can lead to muscle
problems, tooth decay, obesity, cardiovascular, week
bones, diabetes and cancer

So although plain sparkling water is better for your
teeth than flavored sodas (diet or regular) which have
a lower pH, still water is best—it has a pH of around
seven. Incidentally, club soda is not only carbonated but
has some "minerals" added for flavor. These may in-
clude sodium, so if you are watching your salt intake
you also need to be mindful of this.

Pure water

It's also worth pointing out that sparkling water is
not an appetite suppressant. Despite what you might
read online, there is no strong scientific evidence to sug-
gest that drinking sparkling water will make you feel
fuller or curb your appetite. Yes, drinking carbonated
water will fill up your stomach (probably making you
belch too) but it won't stay in your stomach any longer
than still water.

Even when sparkling water is drunk alongside food
or meals, there is no difference in how quickly the
stomach will empty compared to still water. Scientifi-
cally, it is difficult to measure hunger and fullness,
which means that studies investigating these are based
on, or influenced by, people's personal feelings—and
naturally us humans are all very different. In fact, the
European Food Safety Authority, which provides in-
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dependent scientific advice on food safety, doesn't en-
dorse any health claims related to foods or drinks said
to increase satiety.

The NHS advises drinking between six to eight
glasses of fluid per day. As well as water, this can also
include lower fat milk and sugar-free drinks, along
with tea and coffee. Water is a healthy and cheap
choice for quenching your thirst at any time. It has no
calories, is free and contains no sugars that can damage
teeth—unlike the myriad of sports, energy and car-
bonated drinks that flood supermarket shelves.

Of course, if you are swapping sugary soft drinks
with sparkling water then this is a step in the right di-
rection. Indeed, soft drinks are estimated to contribute
to approximately 25% of sugar intake in adults and in-
crease oral acidity. Most sparkling waters do not have
added sugars, though some do, so always read the la-
bel.

So when it comes to trying to increase your fluid in-
take, still water is still the preferred option. But if a glass
of water is not really your thing, sparkling water can
help you stay hydrated and can be a tasty alternative to
plain water—but just be mindful of how frequently you
drink it for your dental health. =
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vivo Sl Pro is now
available at a more
attractive price 1n
Pakistan

Unique diamond design with 48MP Al Quad camera, super

S1Prom

Style Like a Pro

AMOLED display, 32MP front camera, in-display finger-

print
fast charging

scanning, 4500mAh battery +

dual-engine

ivo, the global innovative smartphone

brand has reduced the price of its hot sell-

ing smartphone; vivo S1 Pro in Pakistan.

This budget device is now available at the
more attractive price of Rs. 39,999 only.

It is worth mentioning that S1 Pro stands out in
the segment with its unique and extremely durable
design, ultra-clear and vivid Super AMOLED Dis-
play and vivo’s revolutionary In-Display Fingerprint
Scanning.

Super AMOLED display: A view of magic

The new Vivo S1 Pro provides you an ultimate
viewing experience on a 6.38-inch Super AMOLED
display with a 90% screen-to-body ratio, 1080p
FullHD+ resolution and magnificent color harmo-
nization. Sit back and indulge in a cinematic visual
experience.

In-display fingerprint scanning: A touch of fun

Instantly access your S1 Pro with In-Display Fin-
gerprint Scanning. The icon’s refreshed design and
trendy unlocking animations add a twist of fun that
welcomes you into a cool new world.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Always on display: Stay notified

Thanks to AMOLED's self-illuminating feature,
Always on Display on S1 Pro lets you know of mes-
sages and alerts as they arrive, even when the display
is locked.

Trendsetting technology: A style of its own

Taking inspiration from fine jewelry and royal
palaces, we managed to break away from squares
and circles and created a new shape. The refreshing
Diamond design adds a unique and dynamic vibe,
completing the distinctive look of S1 Pro. Be
charmed by dazzling colors that dance in the light.

48MP AI Quad camera: Shoot like a Pro

The S1 Pro main camera delivers 48MP super
clarity, while the other three cameras cover wide-
angle, macro and bokeh needs for almost every
scene. Capture it all without any hassle.

The 48MP main camera has a % inch sensor
supported by a large f/1.8 aperture for super reso-
lution and light sensitivity. From the day to the
night, clear pictures are guaranteed.

The 8MP super wide-angle camera expands

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

your frame to 120 degrees, so you never need worry
about missing anything out again. With the macro
camera’s 4cm range and frame-merging algorithm,
S1 Pro reveals a brand-new world of tantalizing
tiny wonders. At 32MP, the S1 Pro’s front camera
is industry-leading. Marvel at just how clear and
beautiful you look, even when you zoom right in.
Let the S1 Pro guide you into the perfect pose.
With more choices at your disposal, get the front
cover look you’ve been craving.

Experience the ultimate in facial enhancement
with Al Face Beauty. Customize how you’d like to
look, from a slimmer face to a higher nose — it’s just
a click away.

Powerful performance: An ultra-smooth ex-
perience

Qualcomm Snapdragon Octa-core processor is
a powerhouse that ensures smooth operations. 8GB
RAM helps you keep multiple apps running as you
like without the threat of slowdown. Plus, 128GB
of memory lets you store more of your favorite
apps, videos and photos. If you see fit, you can even
expand up to 256GB.

S1Pro

Upgrads Your Style

Dual-engine fast charging & 4500mAh
battery

S1 Pro houses a 4500mAh (TYP) battery that
keeps its power for much longer. Featuring Type-C
interface, when it’s time to recharge, Vivo’s exclu-
sive Dual-Engine Fast Charging technology re-juice
at breakneck speeds.

Multi-turbo speed: Level up smooth gaming

At the system level, Vivo’s Multi-Turbo offers a
comprehensive suite of optimizations. It increases
key performance, accelerates response and keeps
your S1 Pro cooler. The result is a super smooth
user experience for your super-smooth life.

Game Center creates your very own gaming
arena. Check real-time CPU, GPU and temperature
data so you’re always in the know. For an extra-im-
mersive experience, Ultra Game Mode helps to
block messages and alerts, fully devoting yourself to
winning the game at hand. Dark Mode offers spe-
cially designed darker color palettes customized
for most mainstream apps. Set it to automatically
activate between certain times, to enjoy a more
comfortable viewing experience when nighttime
arrives.

<-I-4II--I-M¢I-=I=I-¢I- P‘-M""P“}
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Approved by PTA:

Vivo S1 Pro is duly approved by PTA to work
on all local networks and comes with one-year of-
ficial warranty in Pakistan and 15 days free re-
placement. Zong users can also get up to 12GB free
mobile internet by using their 4G SIM cards
in slot one. =
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Rollick on #GiveMesWithSparko
jiingles on TikTok to win TECGNO

TECNO

~ i

_J'{

Hina Altaf

S PARK 5 Pro

5 Cameras More Angles

fﬁ‘-’ 6.8" Dotin Diptay @' 4G e
@ 5000 man patteny

F/ 1.8 Big Aperfure

Spark 5 Pro

B 16MP voin comens

Sadia Khan

?”,?' - Sp RK 5Prn

SPARK 5ne

Creek Ma GM TECNO said we have successfully unveiled another enthralling challenge
on TikTok, the most using social app among millennials. The inclusion of famous
celebrities in this activity would boost up our tech ideology to another level and moti-
vate our users to unleash their hidden talent

he emerging smartphone brand, TECNO has

finally publicized their most awaited challenge

#GiveMe5WithSpark5 on TikTok. This ac-

tivity is set to promote the spark within youth
by giving them a chance to win the brand-new Spark 5
Pro.

TECNO has starred 3 heartthrob celebrities to par-
take in this challenge. The fashion stylist Sadia Khan, tal-
ented Yashma Gill and former video-jockey Hina Altaf
could be seen on the screens while introducing the audi-
ence to participate in the ting-a-lings of #GiveMe5With-
Spark5 challenge.

This gesture challenge includes exciting dance moves
with the melodies of digit “5” in Spark 5 Pro, highlight-
ing in the background. Famous TikTokers would also be
participating in this challenge to win the exclusive hand-
set.

On initiating this campaign, Mr. Creek Ma, General

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Manager of TECNO quoted: “We have successfully un-
veiled another enthralling challenge on TikTok, the most
using social app among millennials. The inclusion of fa-
mous celebrities in this activity would boost up our tech

TECNO has starred 3 heart-
throb celebrities to partake in
this challenge. Sadia Khan,
Yashma Gill & Hina Altaf
could be seen on the screens

ideology to another level and motivate our users to un-
leash their hidden talent.”

You can participate in this challenge, with these 4 sim-
ple steps: 1. Open TikTok App; Go to Discover Page &

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

Click on the hashtag #GiveMe5WithSpark5

2. Click the Official Video of this challenge to use
“GiveMe5SWithSpark5” soundtrack

3. Creatively Mimic or Act on the “GiveMe5With-
Spark5” melodies

4. Upload video on TikTok with hashtag
#GiveMe5WithSpark5

‘Whoever gets more likes would be the winner of this
challenge. The winning, budget-friendly handset, SPARK
5 Prois equipped with 5 cameras, 6.6 inches Dot-in Display,
long lasting 5000 mAh battery and comes in two variants:
(128GB ROM + 4GB RAM) for Rs. 21,499 & another vari-
ant with (64GM ROM + 4GB RAM) in Rs.19, 999.

Be ready to groove on the beats of this incredible Tik-
Tok campaign. Participants are enthralled to film them-
selves and unleash their acting skills to outshine in
this fun challenge and appreciate TECNQO’s user-
centric vision. =

JUNE 15 - JULY 15, 2020



FLARE REPORT |

ruits and vegetables give substantial

amount of nutrients, important for human

health and can play significant role for im-

proving the nutritional intake especially
of predominantly vegetarian population. They are
important source of micro-nutrients, vitamins, min-
erals and folic acid. Fruits have proved to be es-
sential for a balanced diet as a rich source of vita-
mins, protein, minerals, organic acids,
carbohydrates, and antioxidants. The fruits are
boost immunity in the human body that can fight
against viruses like COVID-19, dengue, etc. Nowa-
days, the season of king of fruit mango started but
I say to sorry it ripe with the use of calcium carbide.
The using of ripening fruit increased manifold in
Pakistan. The fruit vendors use hazardous fruit
ripening agent, calcium carbide or “pattas”, to
speed up the ripening process. If this chemical
comes in contact with fruit, it can cause deadly
diseases.

Fruits are a great source of minerals, vitamins,
and other nutrients. The stalls are adorned with ba-
nana, mango, peach, apple, melon, watermelon,
cherry, leechi and many other fruits. People buy
these fruits for their health benefits but they are
completely unaware of the fact that they are actu-
ally buying poison for themselves. The aforemen-
tioned fruits require a certain temperature to ripe
but to meet the demand and for the sake of profit;
farmers pick raw fruits and sell them in the market.
The fruit vendors then use a hazardous fruit ripen-
ing agent, calcium carbide or “pattas”, to speed up
the ripening process. If this chemical comes in con-
tact with fruit, it can cause deadly diseases like
cancer, food poisoning, gastric irritation and mouth
ulcers. They are clearly oblivious to the danger of
its use. Use of calcium carbide is discouraged
worldwide as a fruit ripening agent. Sadly, this
practice is still common in Pakistan though actions
are being taken by relevant bodies to stop this men-
ace.

SOCIAL

People buy these fruits for their
health benefits but they are com-
pletely unaware of the fact that
they are actually buying poison

for themselves

I lauded the role of Punjab Food Authority
(PFA) who observed the situation and banned on
use of calcium carbide. You know that Pakistani
mangoes always high in demand all over the world.
However, mango farmers in Multan are facing a
new problem.

PFA official said calcium carbide is harmful for
human health. Farmers usually pick mangoes when
they are green and put small packets of calcium car-
bide in the crates before transporting them to the
market. By the time the fruit reaches the market, it
is ripe and ready to be consumed. People need to
understand that wasted material was not food at all.
It was a poison that could reach their bellies and
cost them their health. We must appreciate such
steps and perform our role of a responsible citizen
by identifying these factors.

However, this ripening comes at a cost. Cal-
cium carbide is a highly reactive chemical and has
carcinogenic properties, which means that in some
extreme cases it can even cause cancer. It can also
cause ulcers and respiratory problems. Due to the
health risks associated with the chemical, the use of
calcium carbide for ripening fruit is banned in many
countries, including neighbouring India.

The PFA official said that the farmers should
use ethylene gas instead, as it is a natural means of
ripening fruit.

In recent years, the use of artificial fruit ripen-
ing agents is becoming much prevalent, the agents
being mostly used for commercial purposes, i.e., to
make the fruits available to customers during off-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

MNo. 1 Mobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan

Hazardous fruits
ripening agent cause
deadly diseases

Calcium carbide is a highly reactive chemical and has
carcinogenic properties, which means that in some
extreme cases it can even cause cancer. It can also cause
ulcers and respiratory problems. Due to the health risks
associated with the chemical, the use of calcium carbide
for ripening fruit is banned in many countries

season. Recent reports on fruit ripening agents
highlight health issues such as calcium carbide,
ethephon, and ethylene have been reported to be
used as artificial ripening agents.

Whether these agents pose any threat to hu-
man health or on the surroundings have become a
global concern, which needs to be addressed. Re-
cent reports on the possible health hazards associ-
ated with artificial fruit ripening and artificial fruit
ripening agents strengthen the need for further
study on the issue. Many countries have specific
laws and regulations regarding the usage of these
substances. With the advancement of science and
technology, various methods have been developed
to artificially stimulate this ripening process, mostly
to meet the high demand of consumers. However,
in recent years, artificial fruit ripening is considered
as a matter of concern because of various health-re-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

lated issues. The different metabolic process com-
binations such as softening of fruit, increase in
sugar content, responsible for changes in color due
to deactivation and activation of various genes, in-
crease in aroma and flavor, decrease in acidity in-
cludes in fruit ripening process. Different chemical
agents help in initiating the artificial ripening
process. The chemical agents such as jasmonate,
methanol, ethanol, calcium carbide, ethephon, and
ethylene glycol are used for artificial fruit and veg-
etable ripening as described by various research
groups.

Different chemical agents help in initiating the
artificial ripening process. The chemical agents
such as jasmonate, methanol, ethanol, calcium car-
bide, ethephon, and ethylene glycol are used for ar-
tificial fruit and vegetable ripening as described by
various research groups. m
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Why Vivo V19 is the best phone for you?

f you are looking for a smartphone that offers
high value for money in not one, but all depart-
ments, the Vivo V19 is a strong contender.
Flaunting an impressive design, the smartphone
brings together top-notch camera capabilities and great
performance, all while staying affordable.

Just like its predecessor, the V19 is ideal for gam-
ing, smartphone photography, creating Vlogs, or just
average everyday use.

Here are five reasons why Vivo V19 will give you
a worthwhile smartphone experience.

Top-notch performance

The V19 features Qualcomm’s Snapdragon 712
2.3GHz octa-core SoC topped with 8 GB RAM, 128
GB UFS 2.1 and microSD card support. These spec-
ifications, although not flagship grade, will provide
enough horsepower to breeze through any daily task
with relative ease.

For better multitasking, and reliable performance
when gaming, the smartphone is equipped with cop-
per tube liquid cooling. It also comes with a dedi-
cated gaming mode where all the smartphone’s re-
sources are re-directed for an improved gaming
experience. The Vivo V19 also comes with features like

fast screen capture, screen recording, game vibration,
voice changer, etc.

Camera

Vivo has definitely made improvements in the
smartphone photography department. The V19 can
capture impressive images thanks to the multiple im-
aging modes, improved low light performance using
night mode, and dual-sensor selfie camera set up.

The device comes with a quad-sensor rear camera
set up with a 48-megapixel main sensor, an 8-
megapixel ultra-wide sensor, a 2-megapixel depth sen-
sor, and a 2-megapixel dedicated macro lens. Al-
though, there are several Smartphones with similar
camera specs, what sets the V19 apart are the shooting
modes. Whether you are interested in food photogra-
phy, wildlife photography, or clicking portraits, the
camera should perform admirably in most scenarios.
Its shot refocus allows you to change the level of blur-
ring in the background, making portraits look better.

The device comes with a Pose Master mode that
helps you strike poses and also an Art Portrait Mode
that lets you change the background colors while keep-
ing the original picture of the subject.

Display

Featuring a 100% DCI-P3 color gamut, the V19 is
built around a 6.44-inch Super AMOLED FHD+
Dual iView display. This makes the smartphone ideal
for gaming as well as for media consumption.

The display auto-adjusts to suit ambient light lev-
els based on the content you are viewing. It also filters
42 percent more blue light than E2 OLED, making
sure your sleep is not affected. Its ergonomic 3D curves
are designed to provide users with both comfort and
style.

Longer battery life

The smartphone is powered by a 4500mAh battery
that comes with 33W Vivo FlashCharge 2.0 technol-
ogy. This means that it can go from 0% to 70% within
40 minutes.

Even with heavy use, the battery should easily sus-
tain the device for a full day. This can be stretched if
battery-draining tasks are avoided.

Design

It is available in two colors, namely, Piano Black
and Mystic Silver. The smartphone has a rectangular
camera bump on the top left (trending design) and an
uninterrupted matte body with a minimalistic Vivo
logo on the left. m

vivo Y30 brings the latest innovations to
the budget segment in Pakistan

ivo is known for bringing the latest innova-
tions in Pakistan with its V-series, however
‘ } this time the company has included the Y-se-
ries to its journey of innovation as well.
The latest entrant in the series, vivo Y30 brings
some top of the line features like iView Display, Al
Quad Camera and a massive 5000mAh Battery to
the budget segment at the amazing price of just Rs.
27,999.
6.47-inch iView Display
A tiny hole-punch camera is surrounded by a
world of possibilities with a 6.47-inch display that of-
fers beholders a stunning visual feast. The screen-to-
body ratio reaches 90.7%, with an impressive as-
pect ratio of 19.5:9 and HD+ resolution.

To bring it one step closer to perfection, vivo
customized many app interfaces to seamlessly inte-
grate with the display. And for visual comfort, Eye
Protection mode adjusts the display’s colors to re-
duce blue light and relieve eye strain.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Awe-inspiring 3D design

The Y30’s body is elegant and refined — down to
the last detail. Delicate 3D curves are cleverly de-
signed to seamlessly vanish into the sleek lines of the
side panels.

Y30

IView Display | M Quad Camera | S000mAN

The Emerald Black edition blends a whisper of
gemstone-green into deep black. And Moonstone
White takes on the warmth of the mother pearl,
showcasing taste and poise.

AT Quad camera

Y30 gives you four rear cameras stacked in a
uniquely compact structure. 13MP Main Camera,
8MP Super Wide-Angle Camera, 2MP Super-Macro
Camera and 2MP Bokeh Camera work together seam-
lessly, putting pro-standard masterpieces at your fin-
gertips.

8MP Super Wide-Angle Camera offers 120-de-
gree horizontal views — so you can capture broader
landscapes and larger groups of people.

2MP Super Macro Camera offers 4cm focus to
help you uncover a beautiful world in miniature - from

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

morning dewdrops to glistening beehive honey.

5000mAh battery

A 5000mAh battery keeps the Y30 running for
longer, so you can count on it being ready to answer
to your needs. When it comes to charging time, insert
the Type-C connector whichever way up comes handy,
and enjoy quick, safe charging like never before. Y30
supports about 9 hours of online gameplay and about
137.09 hours of local music.

Pricing and availability:

vivo Y30 (4GB+64GB) is now available in Pak-
istan for Rs. 27,999 with one-year official warranty in
two color options namely Emerald Black and Moon-
stone White. There will be another version with
128GB internal storage and will be available from
next week.

This new phone supports all 4G networks in Pak-
istan and is duly approved by the Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority. If you're using the Zong 4G
SIM card in the slot 1, you will also get 12GB Zong
Mobile Internet for free. (2GB Data / month for 6
months). =
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TECNO SPARK 5 Pro series
review: Your choice of 2020

16MP Quod Rear Comera with Quod Flash

Battery Lab
43;3 H.:.:rur; 3
14 Hours
I-".Hcllur*;

1.? Hours

1:5 Hours

14 Hours

SPARKS5#

S5 Cameras, More Angles

TECINO

mMobil

This is exactly the smartphone you have been looking for to enhance your tech

experience as per famous technology experts. So, let’s not think more and get your
hands on the premium SPARK 5 Pro

he most trending smartphone brand,
TECNO Mobiles has upgraded the stan-
dards of tech consumers with its innovative
and budget-friendly gadgets. The brand re-
cently launched a new edition of Spark series having
two variants, SPARK 5 Pro (4+64) and (4+128) GB.
Below is the detailed review of the premium
Spark 5 Pro features, as per the tech expert of What-
Mobile.com.pk
DESIGN & COLOR
Unlike its rival series, Spark 5 Pro has gathered
great reviews on its sleek gradient design and large
display. Just like its name, it holds more spark with
a 6.6 inches Dot-in Display; built-in finger sensor on
the rear; face ID detection security; DSLR-like five
cameras; available in four hues of glossy gradient
patterns: Ice Jadeite, Spark Orange, Vacation Blue,
Misty Grey. The display pixels, color intensity, con-
trast & brightness of the screen display, are much ap-
plauded by the consumers in the feedback.
CAMERA
The series is equipped with 5 Cameras:
16MP+2MP (macro) +2MP (depth) on the rear and
a front punch hole camera of 8MP coupled with
tetra LED Flashes & Bokeh effect only in Rs.19,999.
This handset is labeled among one of the best cam-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

era phone innovations by TECNO, later affirmed by
photography enthusiasts. When tested, the images
clicked were detailed and vibrant with a perfect mix
of light hues. SPARK 5 Pro makes itself an ultimate
choice of photography enthusiasts.

BATTERY PERFORMANCE

SPARK 5 Pro consists of a powerful 5000 mAh
battery that can perform up to 479.52 hours, ensur-
ing long time performance. While testing, the experts

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK |

ran multiple applications, shot videos and played
games all day long but the battery lasted for its given
time. Spark 5 Pro could easily last for more than a
day with high phone usage with one single boost.

PROCESSOR PERFORMANCE

The handset comes packed with a MediaTek
MT6761 Helio A22 (12 nm) chipset, 2.0 Ghz Octa-
Core processor, and large built-in memory with 4GB
RAM, and 128GB storage. This advanced combi-
nation lets the device to perform multiple tasks and
use various applications without any technical
glitches. While evaluating the device, the analysts
concluded that Spark 5 Pro is the best smartphone
for daily routine tasks allowing users lag-free per-
formance.

VERDICT

SPARK 5 Pro precedes its rivals because no other
brand offers such advanced features, USB micro-

| port, silicon transparent safety back-cover, 10W

charger, Quintet-Cameras, a pair of handsfree and
13 months warranty, all in Rs.19,999 and
Rs.21,499, respectively. This is exactly the smart-

. | phone you have been looking for to enhance your

tech experience as per famous technology experts.
So, let’s not think more and get your hands on the
premium SPARK 5 Pro. =
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The murder of the 46-year-old African-American, George Floyd, in Minnesota in the past month, sparked massive protests throughout the United
States. The movement against racism and protection of black lives gained support of various countries around the globe including India and
Pakistan. Our social media screens have been flooded with articles after articles on the matter and thousands of rweets have been posted regarding
the issue. Advocating for this cause is indeed brilliant, yet the subcontinental community needs to introspect upon their own culture as well,

If you are from the subcontinent, you will agree that casual racism is deeply ingrained in our culture. From colourist ideals of beauty to insensitive
jokes based on ancestry and religion, being racist is a definite problem in our society. Girls with anything other than a fair complexion are pointed

out as unfit for marriage. Local celebrities promote skin whitening products, so that we don’t look ‘black’. If someone in our family or in the
neighbourhood is dark-skinned, we mock them and refer to them as ‘Kalu'. It’s as if not having a fair skin-tone in our society is a crime. And most
of the time, this behaviour is not even considered mean and hurtful which is heart-breaking. If one becomes aware of their wrongdoing, progress
can be made. However, when such remarks are neither questioned nor frowned upon, repeating the act without a second thought becomes casy.

It is our responsibility to work and undo anti-blackness within our own community. It is our duty to condemn the discrimination on the basis of
skin colour and bring a change in the society. Conversations with our parents and relatives regarding the issue might not be easy or fruitful,
however, they are crucial. It won't be feasible to argue with your uncle, every time he makes a racist joke, but it might give him something to think
about and lead to an improved behaviour in the future. Even if we are not able to convince our elders of their poor conduct, we should impart this
message to the younger generation and widely promote it, with the hopes that one day, skin colour is not a differentiating factor in our culture.

ANAS REHMAN, Dubai

The Abortion

| had always dreamt of having a daughter!
#Pretry dresses in violet, white and velvet red

Butterfly hair pins and hairbands of pink roses

Tiny hoops for ears and a colourful bangle

Delicate shiny strap shoes and a unicorn handbag

And when she would grow older

She would be a rebel!

Combats, rugsacks and crazy hair .

Sneakers, hoodys and leather jackets!

She would be dynamic, creative and bright ®

Passionate, determined and resilient

I smiled, she will be a force to reckon with!

»

Then 1 felt my body violently shake

% And opened my eyes
He was stood over me shouting
"Don't forget, the abortion van comes today!
Mum and sister-in-law will go with you
Let's hope vou don't let me down again!!!"
My insides rembled at the memory of it

(Conceit

Hail the work of a craftsman,
Praise his skills all through the town
In a loud pleased voice
So that every towns man shall know his name
But don't let it reach the doors of the said artisan
For [ fear if he hears his name being chanted
Knows of the plaudit
His work might contaminate

- His hands might hesitate

- Making another masterpicce

~ LAIBA SOHAIL

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

L

Van

At noon they were waiting for me by the door

Muttering loud enough for me to hear % b
"My poor brother-in-law, he just has bad luck!”

My mother-in-law put her arm around me

"Don't be silly, third time lucky!" And smiled at me

But it wasn't to be for me

The test showed another girl

And within an hour it was all over

As | got out of the van my legs gave way
"Compose yourself!" Shouted his sister-in-law
"Think about your poor husband, what will he go
through again!"

His mum held my arm, a tear down her cheeks, she
hid from her

"Come on you unlucky one! Don't worry.

You're husband is here, isn't he? )

Your luck will change too!"-(C) NABEELA AHMED

Nirvanna

(Freedom from Self)

She never learned how to fly

For she was content with where she stood
On the ground

Watching the birds fly freely above her head

LAIBA SOHAIL

Verbal Gestaltism

Even if the words are simple

The truth in them could be really complex
Read by all

Understood by some,

LAIBA SOHAIL

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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JazzCash crosses 8m active mobile account users

Islamabad: JazzCash is
now serving more than eight
million monthly active mo-
bile account users and this
makes it Pakistan’s number 1
mobile account. This mile-
stone was reached after the
digital payment platform re-
ported a 41% increase in its
monthly active mobile ac-
count users in comparison to
last year. This growth has
been possible due to the un-
wavering trust shown by our
customers, who have
processed nearly 900 million
transactions, worth PKR 1.7
trillion in last 12 months, for
which we thank our cus-
tomers and continue to de-
liver seamless experience in
digital financial services
through our platform.

“JazzCash is at the fore-
front of the digital financial
services revolution with a

host of unique offerings that
add convenience and safety to
everyone’s daily transactions.
The continuous growth in ac-
tive mobile accounts and

ecosystem,” said JazzCash
CEO Erwan Gelebart.
JazzCash’s utmost prior-
ity has always been to enable
its customers with a seamless

transaction volumes is a tes-
tament to the trust our users
have on our platform. This
user trust together with our
enterprising nature allows us
to gradually bridge the coun-
try’s banking divide and
strengthen the local financial

i -

you

MILLION

Customers l'orTrus'Hn;
us every Mol

and convenient flow of fi-
nances via its digital payment
solutions. From traffic chal-
lan payments, tickets, school
fee payments, to transactions
via QR codes, digital loans
and remittances the digital
payment platform offers con-

sumers reliability and con-
venience.

JazzCash Mobile App
customers have grown by
47% 1in last 6 months and this
growth has been fueled by
constant feature enhance-
ments and experience im-
provements. Features like
top-up via debit card, money
transfer, bill payments and
top ups are increasing con-
venience and adding value to
the lives of not just Jazz cus-
tomers but smartphone users
across Pakistan. Further-
more, the simplified USSD
interface and mobile applica-
tion allows customers the
ease to access their funds at
anytime, anywhere across the
country. And with over
80,000 retail outlets and mer-
chants spread nationwide,
doing a cash deposit, with-
drawal and retail payments

are really hassle free.

The digital payment plat-
form is working tirelessly to
ensure more and more people
adopt digital payments going
forward. To this effect, Jaz-
zCash extends its services to
merchants operating through-
out the country, ensuring
easy access and reliability in
accepting digital payments.
These include both retail mer-
chants who can accept pay-
ments through JazzCash QR,
as well as online merchants
who can utilize the payment
gateway solution to accept
payments from their cus-
tomers. Not only do mer-
chants get access to payment
instruments, but they can also
sign up for their merchant ac-
counts, using Pakistan’s first
digital onboarding solution
through the JazzCash web-
site.m

Ufone introduces Super Card Gold for Rs 999 per month

Islamabad: Keeping in view
growing data demand of its
customers, Pakistani Telecom
Company, Ufone, has intro-
duced a lucrative offer by
launching Super Card Gold for
only PKR 999. This offer will
ensure that subscribers remain
connected with their loved ones
all the time and without any
hassle.

The new addition to the
Super Card family will facili-
tate the ones with greater con-
nectivity needs. Super Card
Gold offers 12 GB data includ-
ing 7GB for Facebook, unlim-
ited U-U & U-PTCL minutes,
SMS and 300 off-net min The

card will be valid for 30 days
and can be activated by self-ser-
vice channels i.e. dialling
*900#, digital mediums i.e. my

LHone

. Bupnu Card

Gold =9

Mahinay bhar
ki befikri

Unlimited
Facebook
and Calls

Dal*900#

Ufone app, www.ufone.com
via credit & debit card and on-

-

line partners. Upon subscribing
via credit & debit card via my
Ufone app and Ufone websites,
customers can avail 10% cash
back as well.

Customers can also visit
their nearest retailer, to avail
the service. The most exciting
element of this offer is all taxes
are inclusive and there are no
additional subscriptions
charges; this means no hassle
of calculating rates or checking
balances. To cater to the needs
of existing customers, any
Super Card and Super Card
Plus users opting for Super
Card Gold can carry forward
their resources in the same con-

venient way.

The offer endows cus-
tomers with peace-of-mind and
allows them to connect with
their loved ones with absolute
Befikri on load amount of only
PKR 999.

Ufone’s previously intro-
duced, Super Card line-up, has
some of the most economical
packages in the market and is
highly popular amongst cus-
tomers. With Super Card Gold
customers can now connect
with Befikri at any time of the
day. Currently, many variants
of Super card are available in
the market including Mini
Super Card, Super Card and

Super Card Plus. However,
with Super Card Gold maxi-
mum amount of data and min-
utes are being provided to
customers for their ease. This is
the best offer introduced by the
telecom so far.

Being a people centric
brand, Ufone has always en-
sured to prioritize the desires of
its customers. By introducing
the new card they have reaf-
firmed its commitment towards
its people and stayed true to the
tagline, #TumKheriyatSeRaho
because for Ufone the safety,
security and happiness of its
customers is the most impor-
tant. m

TECNO Spark 4, a popular smartphone now at an amaz-
Ing discounted price

Lahore: TECNO, a glob-
ally acclaimed smartphone
brand is back again with an-
other exciting discount offer
for its valuable customers.
Now TECNO consumers
can get their hands-on Spark
4 lite at an unbelievably dis-
counted price of PKR
13,499 only. This massive
discount can be avail at both
online and offline purchase.

TECNO Spark 4 lite is
one of the most popular
smartphones from spark se-
ries and still in vogue. This
model is equipped with a big
6.52" HD+  Waterdrop
notch display which pro-
vides a cinema-quality expe-

rience. It is equipped with
4G LTE technology and a
spacious memory of 32GB
ROM and 2GB RAM.

count gives TECNO con-
sumers a reason to celebrate.

On this initiative,
TECNO General Manager

-

ol

" SPARK4..

bl Sl 13,499

TECNO

Moreover, it is equipped
with advanced security fea-
tures like a smart finger-
print. All these amazing
features and generous dis-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Creek ma shared his views,
“TECNO phones are in-
creasingly getting popular
among Pakistani smart-
phone consumers. TECNO

as a brand feels pride to al-
ways meet customer’s ex-
pectations. TECNO has a
promising future with a
pledge to come up with
more offers to facilitate its
customers at large.”

After the overwhelming
response and record-break-
ing sale of TECNO Spark 5
pro and other smartphones
from the Spark
TECNO manufacturers are
encouraged to come up
with more such offers. So if

series,

you haven't bought your
Spark 4 lite yet then hurry
up and don’t miss a chance
to grab this amazing oppor-
tunity.m

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

No new sales
tax impose on
SIM cards: FBR

Islamabad: Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR) has stated
that it has not imposed any
new sales tax of Rs. 250 per
new mobile phone SIM
through amendments in the
Finance Bill 2020.

A senior official said that
the sales tax table on Mobile
Phones had been divided into
two parts to promote local
manufacturing of mobile
phones, and charging a re-
duced rate of sales tax on
them. The two stages include
sales tax at CKD form import
and sales tax at the local sales
stage. m
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TECNO joins hands with M&P as
their official distributor

Lahore: TECNO Mobiles
has signed the renowned
Muller & Phipps (M&P) as
their new distributor. TECNO,
with its popular demand, has
taken this initiative to expand
their product outreach within
the country. M & P, over the
years has established itself as
the customer's first choice in
express and logistics business in
Pakistan, domestically and in-
ternationally.

M&P is Pakistan's first ever
FedEx Authorized Ship Center
providing local and interna-
tional courier services. The
company has made a mark
among its rivals as the most
promising distribution network
with an excellent history of con-
sumer services. This new con-

tract would prove to be highly-
yielding for both the parties.
On this joint venture, Mr.

diversification. Aligning with our
principals, we are pleased to join
hands with TECNO Mobile and

/7
U

TECNO

7

QOFFICIAL PARTMER

e

Kamran Nishat, Managing Di-
rector & CEO of Muller &
Phipps expressed his views:
“Being a leading distribution
hub, we aim to maintain our
business equity and keep up with
the needs of our customers. We
at M&P aim for superiority with

look forward to build up on our
core values.”

Followed by him General
Manager Creek Ma, also
shared his vision behind this
collaboration,  representing
TECNO:

“TECNO  has always

served under the vision of “Lo-
calized Innovation.” We are
glad to have M&P on board
and in the list of our official
distributors, expanding our out-
reach with their premium serv-
ices. We presume that the
appointed distributors would
help us to deliver advanced tech
experience to our consumers,
nationwide.”

TECNO has been success-
fully extending its services via
Airlink and Yellostone, previ-
ously. The brand is pleased to
add another established com-
pany, M&P in its family of dis-
tributors. With this venture
TECNO hopes to acquire great
acclamation from its con-
sumers by providing them with
best quality products.m

Telenor Pakistan donates Rs 25 million to
PRCS for COVID-19 hit people

Islamabad: In continua-
tion of its COVID-19 relief ef-
forts, Telenor Pakistan has
extended its support for food
distribution in partnership
with Pakistan Red Crescent
Society (PRCS) to the im-
pacted families by handing
over a cheque worth PKR 25
million at the PRC National
Head quarter in Islamabad.

Telenor Pakistan has made
this donation to step up its
support to the citizens of Pak-
istan and assist with building
economic resilience for the
most vulnerable in society.
Through this donation, PRCS
will distribute food ration bags
to 4,500 families in 9 districts
across the country.

“Telenor Pakistan stands
in unity with ‘Har Pakistani’
and this is a humble contribu-
tion towards ensuring that
some of the most affected
families get relief during this
challenging time” said Irfan

Wahab Khan, CEO Telenor
Pakistan. “Pakistan Red Cres-
cent Society is playing a piv-
otal role in on-ground
execution of relief efforts
across the country and Te-

lenor Pakistan is pleased to
partner with them to ensure
the food ration bags reach the

deserving individuals and

families.”

Khalid Bin Majeed, Secre-
tary General PRCS, acknowl-
edged Telenor Pakistan’s
contribution for COVID-19 in
general and particularly for

PRCS’ response. He further
added that PRCS, being
auxiliary to the government
is on the forefront of fight-

ing this pandemic and aug-
menting the government’s
response to the disease.
PRCS staff and volunteers
are present all across the
country, and are involved in
awareness campaigns, distri-
butions of PPEs and hy-
giene  kits, quarantine
facilities, screening and pro-
vision of food packs to the
people affected by the pan-
demic with low or no eco-
nomic activity.

This contribution is in
continuation of Telenor
Pakistan’s pledge of PKR
1.6 billion towards COVID-
19 relief efforts. The com-
pany and its employees have
also donated PKR 50 Mil-
lion towards Prime Minis-
ter’s COVID-19 Relief Fund
and has started initiatives
that provide avenues for on-
line learning/training and
nurturing the entrepreneur-
ial ecosystem..m

UPaisa users can transfer fund from Mobile Wallets to CNIC

Islamabad: UPaisa cus-
tomers can transfer money
from their mobile wallet ac-
counts to CNIC with the
ease of their home. In light
of the new regulations intro-
duced by State Bank of Pak-
istan, transfer funds from
CNIC to CNIC will no
longer be available on any
Mobile Financial Services
platform or retailers/fran-
chises/service centres/bank
branches effective 1st July,
2020.

In order to open a new
UPaisa account Ufone cus-
tomers can simply dial

*786# from their Ufone
SIM, accept the terms and
conditions, enter CNIC is-

UPaisa account from any
other bank account by sim-
ply selecting U Microfi-

dee 1

Jpaisa

suance date and create
MPIN upon receiving con-
firmation SMS. Money can
also be deposited into

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

nance Bank from the list and
adding the mobile num-
ber/UPaisa wallet account
number.

UPaisa is the branchless
banking service provided by
Ufone and U Microfinance
Bank; it offers a suite of
services available at the
comfort of one’s home, or at
retail locations, Ufone Serv-
ice Centres, Ufone Fran-
chises and U Microfinance
Bank branches across Pak-
istan. UPaisa aims to fulfil
basic financial services
needs of the customers in-
cluding deposits, money
transfer, bill payments, mo-
bile top-ups, ATM cards and
payments for a variety of
services.m

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

] NATIONAL NEWS

JazzCash
launches ‘Ho Jae
Ga’ campaign

Islamabad: With the
launch of the ‘Ho Jae Ga’
campaign, technology giant
Jazz echoes the ease of access
and reliability in financial
transactions that its digital pay-
ment platform, JazzCash —
Pakistan’s number 1 mobile ac-
count — offers to its valued cus-
tomers.

As enforced lockdowns in
the country lead to a reduction
in mobility, JazzCash, is em-
powering people to make bill
payments, money transfers,
and mobile loads all from the
comfort of their homes — en-
suring optimal physical dis-
tancing in these risky times.
The brand’s utmost priority
has always been to enable its
customers with a smooth and
convenient flow of finances.
From traffic challan payments,
tickets, school fee payments, to
transactions via QR codes, re-
mittances and corporate dis-
bursements, JazzCash offers it
all with a steadfast promise —
'Ho Jae Ga’, narrating the trust
JazzCash customers have in

the brand. =
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Huawei Pakistan &
GIK sign MoU for
BS in Al partnered

Islamabad: Through the
medium of a remote virtual
event, Huawei Pakistan and the
Ghulam Ishaq Khan Institute
of Engineering Sciences and
Technology (GIK) formalized
their industry-academia part-
nership. Both parties took part
in an official signing ceremony,
with the event solidifying the
creation of a four-year BS de-
gree in Artificial Intelligence
partnered by Huawei.

GIK is known throughout
the country as a prestigious in-
stitution for studies in engineer-
ing, and Huawei Technologies
leads the world in the ICT in-
dustry. In the nature of this col-
laboration, GIK, with Huawei’s
support, has designed the cur-
riculum, theory, and lab
courses. GIK will be authorized
to use Huawei Al learning re-
sources under the qualified in-
structors who will be enabled
through the ‘Train the Trainer’

program.m=
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No. 1 Mobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan

vivo’s three years of smartphone innovation & set-
ting trends In Pakistan

Lahore: vivo, the leading
global smartphone brand, on
July 6, 2020 marks the com-
pletion of three years in Pak-
istan. In a short time, vivo has
adapted quickly to understand
and anticipate the ever-chang-
ing needs of the young smart-
phones users for trendsetting
technologies, pro-photography
features and elevated mobile
experiences.

“vivo has been consistent
with its technological ad-
vancements, and its latest in-
novations have made it one of
the top smartphone brands in
the country. It wouldn’t have
been possible without the love
and continuous support of
our customers, esteemed
channel partners, distributors
and retailers.” said Mr. Eric
Kong, Chief Executive Offi-
cer at vivo Pakistan.

Exemplifying its commit-
ment to bringing best-in-class
smartphones in Pakistan, vivo
introduced its customers to
the several notable ‘Firsts’
global innovations and exem-
plary technologies; from the

wvivo

C:;Psh mtlhg

P

Years

World’s First FullView™ Dis-
play to the In-Display Finger-
print Scanning and Pop-Up
Cameras.

. In 2017, vivo became
Pakistan’s first smartphone
brand to introduce the Ful-
IView™ Display on the vivo
V7+ with a very high screen
to body ratio and minimal
bezels. The vivo V7+ was also
the world’s first smartphone
to offer a 24MP selfie-camera.

. In 2018, vivo sur-
passed its record by offering
vivo V9 with a newer version
of FullView™ Display featur-
ing even higher screen-to-
body ratio and with V11 Pro

it managed to achieve over
85% — dubbed as the Halo
FullView™ Display. More-
over, V11 Pro was the first
smartphone in Pakistan to
offer vivo’s revolutionary In-
Display Fingerprint Scanning
technology, eliminating the
need for a physical scanning
pad.

. In 2019, continuing
its streak of cutting-edge in-
novation, vivo launched the
world’s first 32MP Pop-up
Selfie Camera on the vivo
V15 series in Pakistan. V17
Pro upped the game later that
year, with its Dual Pop-up
Selfie Camera, seen first time

on a smartphone.

. Also, in 2019, vivo
introduced the V17 with fu-
turistic iView Display and the
L-shape Quad Rear Camera
module — just in the begin-
ning of 2020 vivo took the
style game to another level
with a unique diamond-cam-
era for the ultra-stylish vivo
S1 Pro.

. The latest flagship
launched this year, namely
the vivo V19 brings extreme
power and the Dual iView
Display, featuring two selfie
cameras on the screen and
33W vivo FlashCharge 2.0
with extreme video stability
options both in front and rear
cameras.

According to the recent
data from GFK, “vivo is cur-
rently one of the top smart-
phone brands in Pakistan. It
is a great achievement by any
smartphone brand in a com-
petitive market like Pakistan,
which was already occupied
by multiple global brands.
This rapid growth speaks vol-
umes about the product qual-

ity.

In its popular budget se-
ries, S and Y, vivo in Pakistan
also offers many hi-tech vari-
ants which are the hot-sellers
in the market and the first
choice of young customers.
Both series provides a com-
plete smartphone experience
with state-of-the-art camera
features, battery power, shim-
mering design, fast charging,
and ultra-game mode at the

most consumer-friendly
prices.
Consumers in Pakistan

are opening up to a smarter
world and rapidly embracing
global technologies and trans-
formation that is taking place
in the smartphone industry.
vivo foresees a great potential
in Pakistan market and hence,
a successful future for its
products. As we move for-
ward towards the 5G era, vivo
will continue to strive to-
gether with our partners and
distributors to make the
smartphone experience worth
appreciating for our cus-
tomers.m

Jazz continues to be the undisputed leader of Pakistan’s
telecom industry

Islamabad: Jazz, Pakistan’s leading digital com-
munications company, has further cemented its po-
sition as the undisputed telecom industry leader with
a massive on-net family of more than 62 million sub-
scribers including 18.2 million Super 4G users.

Ever since the launch of Jazz Super 4G in Feb-
ruary 2018, the company has recorded phenomenal
growth in its 4G user base, proving Jazz to be the
best in class with the fastest 4G in Pakistan — an
achievement certified by Ookla four times in a row,
an independent global leader in internet testing . Re-
cently, the Pakistan Telecommunications Author-
ity’s (PTA) Quality of Service survey, also
confirmed Jazz's network as the best in data qual-
ity, thereby, establishing the progressive and expo-
nential growth in quality and speed of Jazz's cellular
services.

As Pakistan's No. 1 network of choice serving
over 40 million 3G and 4G data users, Jazz is lead-
ing the country’s digital revolution with every third

Pakistani now a Jazz subscriber. With a prodigious
legacy of over 25 years and an expansive line of in-
novative product offerings that provide everyday

o bataado

communications and financial solutions to millions
nationwide, Jazz celebrates being ‘Hame-
shaSeyNo1l’. With its unparalleled spectrum hold-
ing and technically superior network, Jazz continues

to dominate the industry with the fastest and undis-
puted data speeds, which is why Jazz data is not just
any 4G, it is Jazz Super 4G.

“We take pride in pioneering innovation in the
country and bringing new technologies to provide a
more efficient digital lifestyle to the people of our
country. We will continue to spearhead this digital
revolution, and build a larger community of more
connected, empowered individuals,” comments
Jazz CEO, Aamir Ibrahim.

As a brand, Jazz has always stayed true to its
tradition of groundbreaking excellence in service
and technology. The brand’s mantra ‘Dunya ko
Bata Do’ itself embodies a message of security, re-
liability, and an urge to reach out, connect, and en-
gage. With more than 80% — 4G ready network and
staunch support towards digitizing various aspects
of the customer’s life, Jazz continues to bring un-
paralleled efficiency and convenience to its valued
customers.m

Transfast teams up with HBL for global remittances

Karachi: Transfast, a lead-
ing cross-border payments
service provider with presence
in over 140 countries, has part-
nered with Habib Bank Lim-
ited (HBL), the Ilargest
commercial bank with over
1700 branches in Pakistan, to
facilitate expatriates around
the globe to send money to
Pakistan.

The remittance facility be-
tween Transfast and HBL is
now available to the Pakistani
expatriates globally. This part-
nership further strengthens
Transfast’s network in Pak-

istan and provides an option
for customers to receive
money from over 1700

“HBL is one of the most
esteemed financial institutions
in Pakistan and it is an honor

of Habib Bank
across Pakistan.

branches

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

to partner with them. Trans-
fast is fully committed to of-

fering competitive pricing, fast
transfer of funds, and person-
alized customer engagement,”
said Samir Vidhate, SVP &
MD, Transfast.

Through this partnership,
we will provide our Pakistani
customer base with more con-
venient and accessible ways to
collect money from any
branch of HBL in Pakistan
and to send money to any
bank account in the country.

Faisal Noor Lalani, Head
International Banking, HBL
remarked, I would like to take
this opportunity to thank Mr.

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

Vidhate for coming to Pak-
istan. I look forward to giving
full support to the entire teams
of both the institutions in my
capacity, to make our partner-
ship fruitful. This is a proud
moment for HBL as this new
arrangement will be beneficial
to all the customers who look
to make fast international
money transfers to HBL Pak-
istan. Together, we look for-
ward to providing excellent
services to our customers with
a commitment to banking ex-
cellence for a better tomor-
row.’s
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Oppo Reno 2F

Rs:49,999 NOKIA

Nokia phones ranked #1 for
software updates and security

It just keeps getting better

Oppo Reno 2F - A Stunning Smartphone
Oppo is going to release Reno 2F, on Ausgust 28th. The
key specifications of the phone have already been
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released. The specs of the smartphone are quite
appealing. The chipset that is going to power the
upcoming Oppo Reno 2F will be the MediaTek Helio P22
processor This is a powerful chipset that handsomely
handles all the specs of an entry-level smartphone. The
chipset of the upcoming Oppo's Reno 2F is coupled with
8 gigabytes of RAM. The RAM is less powerful than the
RAM of 2Z, so the RAM and the chipset keep the handset
in the entry-level category. The internal storage of the
Oppo Reno 2F's is 128 gigabytes. This is a huge amount
of storage to hold a lot of data. But if you want to enhance
the storage capacity of the phone you can use the
dedicated slot to add 256 GB of storage. The upcoming
Reno 2F by Oppo will be coming with the Quad rear
camera setup will include Samsung ISOCELL Bright GM1
48 MP main sensor and the secondary lens will be 8 MP,
the third and fourth camera will have same sensor of 2
MP. The pop-up selfie shooter is going to be 16
megapixels of the Oppo 2F holds 16 megapixels front-
facing camera. The 6.53 inches AMOLED display panel
will give full HD plus the resolution of 1080 x 2280 Pixels.
In order to protect the data, the Oppo Reno's 2F will hit
the market with an under-display fingerprint scanner. On
the back, there will be an LED flash that will assist the
camera in low-light conditions. The upcoming smartphone
Oppo Reno 2F fueled with Li-Po Non-removable 4000
mAh battery. This is a powerful battery that provides the
new smartphone with maximum power. Like this new
handset Reno 2F's Samsung and other tech giants are
now looking to bring every possible technology to their
handsets.
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Realme 5
Rs. 25,999

Realme 5 - A Handset with High Quality RAM

Chinese company Realme introduces its 5 that is the new
series after the company has launched a few magnificent
handsets in the 3-series. According to the newly leaked
information the new Realme 5 might make its debut in
October this year. Well, it was expected the after 3-series,
the company will hit the market with a new series that is
going to be 4, but the introduction of the Realme's 5 shows
that the 4-series is escaped by the company, this could be
superstitious believe because 4 is considered a bad omen in
China. The Realme 5's is coming with amazing specs that
one can expect in a handset. It is packed with a quality SoC,
Snapdragon 665 that is a powerful chipset. The latest
operating system Android v9.0 (Pie). Realme new 5 is
packed with 4 gigabytes of RAM which is responsible for
multitasking at a high execution speed. The internal storage
is also sufficient for storing a huge amount of data. The
Realme introduces only a Quad rear camera setup in 5, the
main sensor will be 12 megapixels and along with a five
megapixels secondary sensor. The front facing camera of the
new coming 5 will be 13 megapixels. The IPS display screen
measures 6.5 inches that are going to give you full HD plus
the resolution of 720 x 1520 pixels. The design of the
upcoming 5 is a warterdrop notch that holds the front-facing
camera. One of the most important things that are must be
taken into consideration is the capacity of the battery of the
handset. The new 5 is fueled with a gigantic battery of 5000
mAh that provides you with enough power. In order to give
you data high-quality security, the handset is packed with a
rear-mounted fingerprint reader. So, 5 by Realme will not
allow any unauthorized person to get a direct approach to
your data. Moreover, the dedicated slot will allow you to
enhance the storage capacity of the handset up to 256
gigabytes. The Realme 5 is the rival for the Samsung.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL
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Tecno Spark 4

Rs:15,999

Tecno spark 4 - Another Budget Phone of the Company
Tecno is bringing another smartphone Spark 4 that is
going to the budget phone of the company. The
manufacturers are doing a great job by introducing
such entry-level smartphones. The new Tecno spark 4
will be packed with some amazing specs that will give
the customer a choice to have it. The phone will be
powered by a quad-core 2.0 GHz processor to enable
the coming Tecno's spark 4 to make quick execution at
a very fast speed. The SoC of the phone is packed with
3 gigabytes of RAM. This is enough RAM for fast
execution of multitasking. The new Tecno Spark 4's
having 32 gigabytes of internal storage. The storage of
the phone is enough to hold a lot amount of data. The
phone is also expected to come with a dedicated slot
that will enable the spark 4 by Tecno to expand the
storage capacity of the handset. Talking about the
camera settings of the smartphone so you will find a
Triple rear camera setup at the rear of the upcoming
smartphone Tecno 4. The main sensor is 13
megapixels, the secondary sensor is 2 megapixels and
the third sensor is QVGA. The front-facing camera of
the phone is kept the water-drop notch design that will
be 8 megapixels. The Tecno spark's 4 will be running
the latest operating system, Android 9 Pie which is the
latest OS available for the smartphones. The 4000 mAh
battery seems to enough for the long-lasting back time.
The new Tecno spark 4 is having a fingerprint at the
back that will provide your data with full proof data
security. The 6.52 inches display screen will enable the
handset to enjoy full HD plus resolution. The budget
phone spark 4's going to be a replacement for the
Samsung entry-level smartphone.

Realme 5 Pro
Rs. 37,999

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

Realme 5 Pro - A Stunning Handset

Realme is going to bring 5 Pro the new series which
will be launched on 20th August that is not far away
from now. The series is coming with amazing specs
that are going to be eye-catching. The new Realme 5
Pro is packed with a powerful chipset and high-quality
camera setup. The handset is powered by Snapdragon
712 chipset. This is a powerful chipset to support high-
end specs. The chipset of the Realme's 5 Pro is
expected to be paired with 4 gigabytes of RAM that will
responsible for the quick execution of multitasking and
the native storage of the upcoming Realme 5 Pro's
going to be 128 gigabytes for giving room to a huge
amount of data. The display is going to be IPS,
presenting full HD plus resolution. The display panel of
the 5 Pro by Realme be water-drop notch design that
will house the front-facing camera. On the back of the
handset, you find quad-camera setup with the main
sensor of 48 megapixels. The coming Realme Pro has
got an ultrawide angle camera and a macro lens along
with a portrait sensor. The security of the data is not a
problem because the smartphone Realme 5's Pro is
provided you with an in-display fingerprint reader that
will not allow anyone else to get access to the data that
you want to keep protected. The new Realme 5 Pro is
fueled with a powerful battery of 4065 mAh capacity
that will keep the smartphone alive for a long time. So
this is the handset that has everything that you want to
see in a smartphone. The 5 Pro's packed with a quality
chipset, powerful battery, improved security system.
Samsung and another tech giant now want to compete
with others by bringing quality handsets in the market.
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IPHONE 11 PRO MAX 256GB
Rs:2,62,599

144 x 71.4 x 8.1 mm

Body (5.67 x 2.81 x 0.32 in)
Displ 6.5 Inches,Super Retina XDR OLED
ISplay capacitive touchscreen, 16M colors

12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"

, 1.4um, dual pixel PDAF, OIS 12 MP
Camera , #12.0, 52mm (telephoto), 1/3.4", 1.0um, PDAF
, OIS, 2x optical zoom 12 MP, f/2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)
Non-removable Li-lon 3969
EEEIRA] mAh battery (15.04 Wh) Charging
Fast 18W: 50% in 30 min

M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Sl Internal:64GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity,
Features compass, barometer, Siri natural

language commands and dictation

Oppo Reno 2
Rs. 79,999

Oppo Reno 2 - A New Flagship of the Series

Oppo is launching its new Reno 2, later this month. The
important thing about this flagship is that it will be
packed with 20X Hybrid zoom. This will be a powerful
camera and one will enjoy the distant objects with this
Oppo Reno 2 at a touching distance. Nowadays most of
the tech giants look very to bring innovations in the
camera department. Every now and then we see
different features of the camera. The Oppo's Reno 2 is
packed with a quad camera on the back along with 20X
Hybrid zoom technology. The other specs of the handset
are also quite amazing. The chipset of the new Oppo
Reno 2's Qualcomm Snapdragon 700 Series. The
flagship is equipped with 8 gigabytes of RAM that is not
a surprise for a flagship like this one. The RAM will
support the high-end specs of the Reno 2 by Oppo. The
built-in storage of the handset is also on the higher side
that is 256 gigabytes. This is enough storage, yet the
handset is packed with a dedicated slot that enables the
Oppo 2 to increase the capacity of the up to 128
gigabytes. So, simply there is no storage problem with
the smartphone. On the back of the Oppo Reno's 2, you
will a quad-camera setup that will feature a 48MP
primary camera with an 8MP wide-angle sensor, a 13MP
telephoto lens as well as a 2MP monochrome sensor.
The selfie shooter of the Oppo Reno 2 is going to be 16
megapixels. It features an under-display fingerprint
scanner in order to protect your data from any
unauthorized person. The battery of this new flagship
Reno 2's going to be 4000 mAh. This is coming with the
latest operating system Android 9.0 (Pie). The company
is a serious threat to well-established Samsung.

Itel Vision 1 Plus
Rs:15,999

System AndroidTM 9 Pie
: 6.5" HD+ Waterdrop
RIEEV  Fliscreen 16007720
Rear: 13.0MP AF + VGA Dual with Flash
Front: 8.0MP FF Selfie Camera
ZE1E  5000mAh Battery
\"/[=193(6]0"] 3GB RAM + 32GB ROM

Fingerprint :
8 Functions

IPHONE 11 PRO 256GB
Rs.2,44,799

144 x 71.4 x 8.1 mm
Body (5.67 x 2.81 x 0.32 in)
: 5.8Inches,Super Retina XDR
Display OLED capacitive
touchscreen, 16M colors

12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"

, OIS 12 MP, /2.0, 52mm (telephoto)
Camera Ry 1.0um, PDAF, OIS, 2x optical
zoom 12 MP, /2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)
Non-removable Li-lon 3110
Battery mAh battery (11.91 Wh)

, Fast charging 18W: 50% in 30 min

M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No

emo
Internal:256GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro
Features , proximity, compass, barometer
, Siri natural language commands and dictation

Vivo V17 Pro
Rs.66,999

Vivo V17 Pro - A Smartphone with a Quad Camera Setup
Vivo will be launching its V17 Pro after the releasing of
V15 at the beginning of this year. The smartphone will be
coming the almost the same specs like its previous
variant but the Vivo V17 Pro also has some important
features that are quite attractive. There is an image that
is leaked recently, reveals a great deal of information
about the rear of the next smartphone Vivo's V17 Pro.
The leaked shows that both of the smartphones have got
quad-camera setup at the rear. The camera setup is
aligned vertically. The rear camera setup of the Vivo V17
Pro's quite different as the LED flash has been placed
right between the center of the four lenses. There is no
evidence of the rear-mounted fingerprint of the V17 Pro
by Vivo that suggests that the smartphone will come
equipped with an under-display fingerprint scanner for
providing the smartphone with utmost security. Moving to
the front of the Vivo Pro you will find that the smartphone
is packed AMOLED display screen of 6.44 Inches
providing a resolution of 1080 x 2440 Pixels. The display
is going to be notch-less as the upcoming Vivo V17's Pro
will be equipped with the pop-up camera setup. The
battery of the device will be Li-Po Nonremovable 4100
mAh. The smartphone will be powered by Qualcomm
SDM675 Snapdragon 675. Vivo V17 Pro will be equipped
with 6 gigabytes of RAM and the internal storage of the
handset will 128 gigabytes. A dedicated is there to
support a microSD card of 256 gigabytes. The new V17
Pro's new leaked images also show the colors of the
smartphone. The color of the first variant is light blue at
the top and light pink at the bottom and the color of the
second variant is dark blue. The company is a real threat
to Samsung.
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Infinix Note 5 Stylus

e PP

SMART

5.45"
HD+

Full View

Display

/

'ﬁ

Rs. 37,899

Infinix Note 5 Stylus - Creator Of Awesome Things!
Infinix has already launched its new Note 5 but now a
version with Stylus is on its way to became the first
phone from this brand who is going to carry a stylus
Pen just like Korean giant LG and Samsung. So you
can say that Infinix Note 5 Stylus has also beaten
China's most favorite Huawei because they did not
launched any smartphone using this unique kind of
technology. One more amazing thing about Infinix's
Note 5 Stylus is this that this phone is powered the
Google's Android One software which is best and
lightest in matter of performance and weight. And
according to the Google Note 5 Stylus by Infinix will
get all the updates as they launch so keep your all
fingers crossed and get closer to the lightest and
perfect software that will change the bad user
experience of Infinix Note 5's owners to a good one. In
matter of its specifications this phone is strong and can
hold all the intense applications running without
causing trouble. Infinix 5 Stylus will be powered with
Mediatek chipset and its RAM will be 4 GB which has
the company of 64 GB internal storage. SD card slot is
also part of this phone which will expand the storage of
Infinix Note's 5 Stylus up to 256 GB. 6.0 inch is the
screen size of this phone which is coming with 18:9
ratio. Resolution of the display is 1080 x 2160 and
pixel density of the Note 5 Stylus is 402 pixel per inch.
Corning Gorilla Glass 5 is used to protect the display
from scratches. 16 MP back camera has aperture of
/1.8 while front camera of 5 Stylus is also 16 MP but it
is powered with low light selfie technology.

Nokia C1
Rs:7,849

Nokia C1- Back with a Bang!

World Famous Nokia returns with C1, the phone with
higher specifications and better chances of survival in
today,s Smartphone market. Equipped with dominant but
customized Android OS, Nokia C1 is going to be available
from december 2019, as soon as the hot summer ends.
The company has been struggling since the Android
popularity and then the microsoft take over, now Nokia's
C1 is going to be release with much boosted specs and
overhauled OS for a better user experience. Earlier half
android half windows Smartphone series were
disappointing but this time Nokia C1's specs are promising
as coming with front snapper of 5MP and rear mounted 5
MP lens that will hold a Carl Zeiss lens for better imaging
and recording. Nokia will implement Android OS 9.0 with a
twist on C1, last time the result was terrible and resulted in
a failed X series but this time we can expect a miracle as
the company has embedded the new phone C1 with Intel
chipset which ensures a geared up performance and may
lead to something better. The phone is powered by a 1GB
RAM so that C1 can run every application user wants.
With non-removable battery, the phone offers 5.45 inch
screen with 294 PPI density for sharp images. C1 may
bring company back to life and reenter the smartphone
battle. The phone equips 16GB internal storage and
external card slot to provide more storage space. C1 by
Nokia is said to be 8.6mm slim with 66% screen-to-body
ratio which makes it one of the slimmest smartphone ever
being offered in today,s market. Nokia C1 will ensure a
serious comeback for the evergreen manufacturer. This
Phone will definetly give tough time to budgets
smartphones of other companies Like Samsung And
Huawei. Nokia sharp C1 is going to be launched in the
month of december 2019 by the chinese giants.
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Honor 20 Pro
Rs.99,999

Honor 20 Pro- The Handset You Will Wish to Have

Honor is going to release 20 Pro in the near future. This
will be the upcoming flagship of the company. After
launching the 10 series, the Chinese tech giant was
expected to improve technology. So, the Honor 20 Pro will
come up with something different. The handset is packed
with the latest SoC, Highly efficient camera setup, huge
memory, and massive power. Honor's 20 Pro will come
packed with the powerful chipset in the world of
smartphone and that chipset is called Kirin 980. This will
also be used in its other variant as well. Honor 20 Pro's is
a 7 nm chipset that ensures the performance. All the 7 nm
chipsets have a great performance ratio as compared to
the other handset of the flagships category. 20 Pro by
Honor with this 7 nm SoC consumes less energy and
provides high-class performance. The system of the chip
will be packed with 8 gigabytes of RAM and 256 gigabytes
of internal storage. Honor Pro will have a 6.1-inch broad
display screen that will present you Full HD+ resolution. As
the camera setup is concerned, Like other flagships the
Honor 20's Pro will feature a rear triple camera setup. The
primary lens will be 48 megapixels and the secondary will
be 16 megapixels with the third one 8 megapixels and 2
Mega-pixel Macro lens. Honor 20 Pro has a selfie shooter
of high quality that is 32 megapixels. The back camera will
help you to capture the nature and the selfie sensor will
help you to get pics of your own with your desired pose. 20
Pro's The handset will be fueled with a heavy battery of
4000 mAh battery. There will an side-mounted fingerprint
scanner. Most of the Japanese and Chinese giants are
creating a healthy and competitive market by producing
'| smartphones for every type of customers from low budget
to high budget customers. So, like Samsung, the company

also taking over other smartphone giants.

Samsung Galaxy Note 10 Plus
Rs:1,95,999

Samsung Galaxy Note 10 Plus - The Stunning Flagship
Samsung is going to announce Galaxy Note that will
be known as 10 Plus at the end which shows that it is
going to be the high-end smartphone of the company
and is expected to be released at the end of this year.
The new Samsung Galaxy Note 10 Plus has got a
render surfaced that confirms the name smartphone
and other specs. The specs look like it will be the
flagship of the series along with other remarkable
smartphones of the series. The upcoming Samsung's
Galaxy Note 10 Plus will be powered by the latest
Snapdragon 855 and this is the most powerful and
most reliable chipset available for the smartphones
available in the market. The Samsung Galaxy Note's
Plus got another render that shows the display screen
of the handset which reveals that the bezels are
impressively slim with curved sides having a notch at
the top edge that reveals Galaxy Note 10 by Samsung
will be coming to a front facing camera that will be kept
in the display screen. So, it means that this handset
has pop-up selfie shooter at all. The chipset of the
Samsung Note 10 Plus is paired with 8 gigabytes of
RAM and 256 gigabytes of internal storage. The
execution of the multitasking will be much easier with
such a gigantic RAM and storage of the Samsung
Galaxy's Note 10 Plus will give the space that will be
enough for your whole life. It is coming with a Super
AMOLED Infinity-O display that will give full HD+
resolution. The in-display fingerprint screen of the
Galaxy Note 10 Plus gives the user full authority to use
them in a secure way without any fear of them being
stolen by someone else. The battery of this new Note
10 Plus is 4300 mAh.
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Nokia 2.3
Rs:16,900

Nokia 2.3 - A New Entry-level Smartphone
o ech giant Nokia will unveil 2.3, the upgraded version of the
* e 2.2. The up-gradation is taught to be not that significant. It
é.," J 3 5[ 9 9 9 : u{f is an entry-level smartphone with a well-known chipset. The
¢ internal memory of the Nokia 2.3 is also a good one that will
allow you to store a lot of data on the smartphone for future
use. The leaked information about the upcoming Nokia's
N 2.3 ensures that it will support dual SIM and will be
)’ Ly‘”’) available in Sand, Cyan Green, and Charcoal color
- ariants. The information leaked about the chipset of the
new Nokia 2.3's, confirms that it will be powered by the
Octa-core (2 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A75 MediaTeka€™s Helio A22. This chipset will be used in
+ 6 x 1.7 GHz Cortex-A55) /,.;/,/” pIacedof 28nm Snapdrag:]on’\juks. Tt;}is 122n3m|:()3ft;ipset will
. . . N provide more power to the Nokia sharp 2.3. Different
MediaTek Helio P65 Mali-G72 MP3 ariants of the phone will offer different ranges of RAM and
internal storage. One of the models is packed with 2
Super AMOLED Capacitive Touchscreen gigabytes of RAM and Nokia is going to pack this new
, 16M Colors, Multitouch . upcoming smartphone 2.3 with 16 gigabytes of internal
6.38 Inches ,1080 x 2340 Pixels (~404 PPI) storage. The next variant will be available in 3 gigabytes of
RAM capacity and the internal storage of the phone will 32
5 - gigabytes. 2.3 has got another model that may offer an
(Li-Po Non removable), 4500 mAh (5/.'." ek upgraded RAM and internal storage of the phone may also
- Fast battery charging e, \ become double. The battery of the handset is reduced by
v | d 1000 mAh. It means that the new 2.3 will be fueled with a
000 mAh battery. Though the battery is a bit on the lower
: side, still you will have enough power to keep the handset
SMS(thrgaded V'ew.)’ MMS on toes. The upgraded 2.3 has got a Dual lens of 13 MP + 2
, Email, Push Mail, IM MP along with an LED flash that is placed just under the
alone lens of the phone. The front-facing camera will be 5
p megapixels. The 2.3 by Nokia has no fingerprint reader. As
T his is an entry-level smartphone so you expect a
5(}.’# 'dé 2314 - a 3 reasonable price tag. The company is now competitive
lenough to challenge high-rated companies like Samsung by
bringing smartphones like Nokia 2.3.

Xiaomi Redmi Note 9S Itel Vision 1
Rs:40,999

Xiaomi Redmi Note 9s - A budget-Friendly Smartphone |

Xiaomi Is coming with its new Redmi Note that has got a | Y
moniker 9s at the end which means that this handset will l_+12,999: ~.0

be a budget-friendly that will be equipped with ”» / **
outstanding specs. As the series has already so many

smartphones which shows that the coming Xiaomi Redmi

Note 9s will the smartphone that will be targeting

customers of low savings. Let's see the main specs of the Security:0.2 sec Face Unlock + Fingerprint sensor
device. It will be powered by Qualcomm Snapdragon
712. The chipset of the Xiaomi's Redmi Note 9s is mostly
used in the mid-range smartphone. The SoC of the . i Pi
handset paired with 6 gigabytes of RAM which means Camera:5MP Selfie Camera 1.4 um Big Pixel
that the upcoming Xiaomi Redmi Note's is going to be
very fast in its execution. The internal storage capacity of RAM/ROM:2GB RAM/ 32GB ROM
the phone is 128 gigabytes. Though the built-in storage is
enough itself yet the manufacturers of the Redmi Note 9s
by Xiaomi has a dedicated slot for supporting microSD
card to enhance the storage capacity of the phone up to
512 gigabytes more. The rear camera of the handset is
quad camera setup. The main lens of the Xiaomi Note 9s
is 48 megapixels, the ultra-wide lens will be 8 megapixels
and the macro camera is 5 megapixels the depth sensor 15.46 cm (6.088) HD+ IPS Waterdrop P
is going to be 2 megapixels. The new Xiaomi Redmi's Display (2.5D Curved) 7
Note 9s is packed with 16 megapixels front-facing
camera. The phone is fueled with a gigantic battery that 6 )
will offer 5020 mAh capacity. So, there will be no issue P i d
regarding power of the Redmi Note 9s. On the rear of the E ReCE R ote Shac e 2
smartphone apart from LED flash, there is a fingerprint
reader that will protect the data on the smartphone.
Samsung will a good competitor of the upcoming Note o

9s. Anything you want to see in a smartphone is there on 5&!#‘6@ 1,314
this smartphone.

1.6GHz Octa Core Processor /Z’)/...

A25PR0O

RRF 8,499

See better in the dark
It just keeps getting better

STORE YOUR

FAVORITE APPS

32+2GB

MEMORY

F-
%5 i 01
13MP Rear 571" HD# Android 9 Pie
SMP Front Camara with Salfie natch

RRP 13,900

M
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NOKIA 150

2.4" Display

VGA camera
with LED flash

FM Radio / MP3 player
Micro SD card slot
500 contacts
Dual-SIM

Bluetooth

RRF. 4,899 Processor: Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Cortex

-A73 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A53)

NOKIA 106 5.9 inches, 1080 x 2160 pixels

18:9 Screen ratio (409 ppi density)
Sensors: Fingerprint (rear-mounted)

1.8" Di 5P|EIY Accelerometer, Proximity, Compass
FM Radio

(Non-removable Li-lon ),3340 mAh
2000 contacts ;
Dual SIM : : (5 =) I

Torch Light é;&fd{ﬁw&;wwr{f

5&;@&‘51/;54/.

Samsung A8

Xiaomi Redmi Note 9 Pro
Rs. 45,999

Xiaomi Redmi Note 9 Pro - A Brilliant Handset Of The

pes F 5 - 5
. g '] Comapny
Py 5 6, 999 . b“v‘"j o = Xiaomi is coming with another Redmi Note that has a
K4 f 2 moniker 9 Pro at the end which reveals that this will be the

new series of the company. The company has introduced
8 series earlier that was excellent in performance and the
coming Xiaomi Redmi Note 9 Pro is expected to perform
well than the previous series. The handset will be powered
by Qualcomm Snapdragon 720G. This is one of the
chipsets that are used in mid-range smartphones. The
Xiaomi's Redmi Note 9 Pro is packed with 6 gigabytes of
Octa-core (2 x 2.2 GHz Cortex \ RAM that will assist the chipset to perform well and make
-A73 + 6 x 1.6 GHz Cortex-A53) ¢ the execution speed lightening fast. The upcoming
smartphone is having massive internal storage capacity.
The capacity offers by the Xiaomi Redmi Note's Pro will
be 128 gigabytes. This is enough storage capacity to hold
a huge amount of files for the future. But you can also
16 MP, 1.7, autofocus, LED flash : increase the capacity of storage of the Redmi Note 9 by
Xiaomi Pro as it carries support for the MicroSD card. So
o lm ; _ there will be no issue rggarding space in the smartphone.
o) | ; B The 6.67 inches IPS LCD display screen will the user to
nprd/J d 3000mAh enjoy the Xiaomi Note 9 Pro in full HD plus resolution
: mode. On the back of the smartphone, there is a quad-
LY R camera setup. The main sensor of the camera setup will
(ﬁ/)aug’)(ﬁ"ﬁ'tﬂ" " . be 64 megapixels, The secondary lens of the Xiaomi
» Redmi's Note 9 Pro will be 8 megapixels, the rest of the

gl&TUfgﬁdelUiﬂ({lﬂ‘ o5 L : two lenses will carry the capacity of 5 MP + 2 MP. The

front-facing camera of the handset is 16 megapixels.

5 i Redmi Note 9 Pro features an in-display fingerprint reader
AT - - that will detect the unauthorized user and will stop him
5J"ﬁ’dé 731z fr——n from getting into the phone and steal data. So, this is a
good protection system. The Note 9 Pro will be a good
competitive for Samsung brands
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BE STYLISH WITH THE NEW OSMART
1.2 GHZ Dual-Core
processor

1GGB ROM -
1GE RAM FWVG_A Screen
; : 5.0 inches

1950 mAh

=T s £ Ll LT e .~ | 4GB built-in 512MB RAM + 4GB Free
@ ﬁﬁﬁlml{'l : 3 1 i Card4GB Free
5 ' et Gl A microSD Card (supports up 64GB)

Rs. 7850/- . T
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Infinix S5 Pro 6GB
Rs. 27,999

Tecno Camon X

Inifinix S5 Pro 6GB - Another Stunning Variant

Infinix is going to unveil S5 Pro that has got a moniker
6GB at the end that shows it will perform very well.
The battery, internal storage , RAM and other specs
are quite amazing and powerful. The handset will be
powered by a mid-range chispset. The Infinix S5 Pro
6GB is featuring Mediatek MT6765 Helio P35 (12nm).
This is a mid-range chipset that will provide the high-
end performance with high-speed. The Inifinix's S5 Pro
6GB is paired with a high-end RAM that is 6 gigabytes.
It means that performance with on the high as
compare to other handsets of the other brands like - " ; . + +
Samsung. Inifinix S5 Pro's coming with IPS LCD 6.5 Tnplgﬁ:?ﬁ?b L:?ahél: Austcl)\flflca)cug e
inches display screen that present the user with full HD :
plus resolution of 1080 x 2220 Pixels. The upcoming
smartphone of the S5 Pro 6GB by Inifinix is having a
triple rear camera setup with primary sensor of 48
megapixels 2 megapixels depth sensor and there is a
low light lens as well to enhance the performance of
the Inifinix Pro 6GB when there is low light. So, you will
have no issues when there is dim light. It has also has
an LED flash to to assist the camera setup in low light
conditions. Inifinix S5's Pro 6GB features 40 ) -
megapixels Motorized pop-up camera setup to take I IPS LCD Capacmve Touchscreen
attractive selfies and enjoy video calling. The battery of g i

the handset is also a gigantic one that provide the S5 L , 16M Colors, Multitouch6.2 Inches
Pro 6GB with enough power to solve all the issues
regarding power and will let you enjoy full backup time (Li-Po Non removable)
when you need the most. Samsung will have another 3400 mAh
competitor in the shape of Pro 6GB. If you want to get :
something special then this is the handset to check

Infinix S5 6GB
Rs. 23,999

Infinix S5 6GB - A Stunning Upgraded Version of the
Series

Infinix is coming with another S5 6GB with a better RAM
of capacity. Previously the company introduced its Lite
version less quality of RAM and internal storage. Now
the upcoming smartphone of the company that is known
as Infinix S5 6GB 6GB is packed with even better RAM
quality and the internal storage is also a good one as
compared to the Lite model of the series. The new
smartphone Infinix's S5 6GB is powered by the same
chipset that is called Mediatek MT6762 Helio P22. This
is a mid-range quality chipset that is used in most mid-
range devices these days. The new Infinix S5 6GB's
going to come equipped with 6 gigabytes of RAM and
the internal storage will be 128 gigabytes. This is enough
storage to keep a great amount of data for a long time
yet the S5 6GB by Infinix having a dedicated slot for
microSD cards to enhance the storage capacity of the
phone. Its 6.6 Inches IPS LCD panel will give you HD
plus the resolution of 720 x 1600 Pixels. Infinix 6GB is
coming with a quad-camera setup at the back. The
primary lens is going to be 16 megapixels, along with the
5 megapixels ultra-wide lens and 2 megapixels depth
sensor and QVGA sensor. The Infinix S5's 6GB is
coming with 32 megapixels front-facing camera. On the
rear of the device, there is a Quad-LED Flash set up to
assist the camera setup in low-light conditions. The new
Infinix S5 6GB is also having a rear-mounted fingerprint
reader to provide the handset with a high-end security
system. The device is fueled with Li-Po Non-removable
4000 mAh. The S5 6GB's will be a good rival for the
coming brands of Samsung.

ia
>
<
m
2
T
>
—
O
2
=
<
A
>
T
h oS
-.<
2
O
T
Z
O
b=
Z
m
<
@)
-
S
R
>
=
=
=
<

Ocean 9 Black(2GB)

Quad-core 1.3 GHz
GPU: Mali-400 MP

12.7 cm (5.0)
Sensors : Proximity, G-Sensor
Light Sensor

2500 mAh (Li-ion Battery)
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Octa core (2 x 2.05 GHz Cortex
A76 + 6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex A55)

IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen, 16M
Colors, Multitouch 6.53 Inches

(Li-Po Non removable)
4500 mAh
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Huawei P30
Rs:1,24,999

Huawei P30 - Terminator Series!

Once again Huawei surprised with P30 intro which seems
too early but yet sources are claiming that this new phone
is developing and soon it will be available in the market.
So if the give info is correct then Huawei P30 is not too far
from us and soon we will see a smartphone with latest
design which gonna make him different from other
smartphones. Huawei's P30 have to make himself strong
because Samsung has announced a whole series of
smartphones that gonna toughen the competition for this
phone but it seems that as usual Huawei P30's unique
design will beat its rivals and gonna rank in higher class
easily. Mate series of this brand is still in pipeline and yet
they have created hype that Huawei P-series P30
smartphone is on its way too. Display of the phone is 6.1
inch and it is made up of OLED touchscreen which is
capacitive and smooth for scrolling. Huawei has decided
to equip the display of the P30 with FHD resolution and
we will see a 1080 x 2340 display ratio used for display of
this phone. Internal storage of the phone is consist of 128
GB and storage capacity of P30 is expandable with help of
an additional SD card with a capacity of 256 GB SD card.
In today's world camera seems to be strong selling point
for smartphones that's why the new P30 is coming with
triple camera setup on the back and as usual this camera
setup is going to beat everyone in its class due to its Al
technology which is perfect in every way. P30 gonna come
up with single 32 MP lens on the front armed with Bokeh
effect used to blur the background of the focused object.
Artificial Intelligence is also used in front camera of P30 by
Huawei which can easily sense the type of object and it
can use its intelligence to improve the quality of the picture
according to the given scenario. Chip used in Huawei P30
is Kirin 980 which is best chipset yet available.

TECNO CAMON 15
Rs:22,499

Tecno Camon 15 - A Budget-friendly Smartphone
Tecno with another mid-range Camon 15, with
outstanding specs and high-end camera. Though the
market is saturated with the mid-range smartphone yet
the company decided to stand out with the Tecno
Camon 15 and its Pro variant. Let's have an eye on the
specs of the smartphone. The coming device will be
powered by MediaTek Helio P35 chipset. The chipset
used in the Tecno's Camon 15 will assist the mid-range
category specs of the smartphone. The phone is
packed with 6 gigabytes of RAM that will be enough to
run the functions of the Tecno Camon 15's smoothly.
The internal storage is also massive as compared to
the other smartphone brands of the same category. The
internal storage of the Camon 15 by Tecno can be
enhanced through the dedicated slot that will carry
support for the MicroSD card. Most of the flagships of
different smart tech are coming with quad-camera setup
but the you will have the same in the Tecno 15. The
main sensor of the rear camera setup will 48
megapixels that is a good thing for a mid-range
smartphone. The selfie shooter of the Tecno Camon's
15 is on the top left corner that is kept in the punch-hole
display setup that has 32 megapixels Pop-up selfie
camera. The remaining three sensors of the rear
camera setup of the new Tecno Camon 15 is still under
the cover. It is fueled with a powerful battery of 4000
mAh capacity. It means you can use the smartphone for
a long period of time as compared to the other
smartphone brands. Camon 15's available in two colors
- Shoal Gold, Fascinating Purple, Jade. If you are
planning to have a Samsung smartphone of the same
category then you have to wait till it launches.

Vivo S1 Pro
Rs. 39,999

Vivo S1 Pro - A stunning Handset With Powerful SoC

Vivo is going to unveil S1 Pro after unveiling its last variant
in March this year. This variant is definitely packed with
outstanding specs that will make this upcoming handset
more powerful than its previous variant. Vivo S1 Pro has
got more powerful SoC, enough storage capacity, high-end
RAM and more improved selfie shooter. The SoC of the
new upcoming Vivo's S1 Pro is Snapdragon 675. This is
one of the best chipsets that are used in high-quality
handsets of the major tech giants. For the execution of
multitasking at a high speed, the new Vivo S1 Pro's
packed with 6/8 gigabytes of RAM. The internal storage of
the handset will be 128/256 gigabytes. With this type of
storage facility, you wouldn't need any external storage. S1
Pro by Vivo will come equipped with 6.38-inch Super
AMOLED notchless that has a resolution of 2340 x 1080
pixels and that will present you with 19.5:9 aspect ratio.
Vivo Pro is coming with 91.64% screen-to-body ratio that
suggests that the bezels of the smartphone will be
extremely slim. On the back, you will find a Quad rear
camera setup. The main sensor of the Vivo S1's Pro is 48
megapixels, the ultra-wide angle is 8 megapixels and the
third sensor will be 2 megapixels and the fourth will be 2
MP. The selfie sensor of the handset is of 32 megapixels
and on top that this sensor will be a pop-up one. Vivo S1
Pro is fueled with 4500 mAh battery. Though the battery is
on the lower side yet it is sufficient to provide enough
power to your device. The new S1 Pro's featuring an in-
display fingerprint reader. The smartphone will be running
on Android Pie-based Funtouch OS 9 out-of-the-box. It will
be available in Blue and Red colors. Like Samsung, the
company also very keen to introduced handsets for every
kind of customers.

TECNO CAMON 15 PRO

Rs. 29,999

Tecno Camon 15 Pro - Featuring Pop-up Selfie Shooter
Tecno with another smartphone called Camon 15 that
has got a moniker Pro at the end which shows that this
variant will be more powerful and expensive than the
standard variant of the series. Though some of the specs
of the coming Tecno Camon 15 Pro will be the same as
used in the standard variant some specs will make it a
go-to choice for most of the users. The chipset of the
Tecno's Camon 15 Pro will be the same as used in the
standard unit of the series. The MediaTek Helio P35 will
be there to empower the handset. The internal storage is
also on the high-side. The coming Tecno Camon 15's
equipped with 128 gigabytes of massive internal storage
to give the user a cushion to store more data on the
smartphone for a long period. The coming Camon 15 Pro
by Tecno will be featuring a dedicated slot to be used for
the enhancement of the storage capacity of the phone.
The special thing about this upper mid-range
smartphone Tecno 15 Pro is that it will hit the market with
a pop-up selfie shooter which means that you can grab a
handset with high-end features at a reasonable price tag.
The selfie shooter of the Tecno Camon's 15 Pro will be
32 megapixels that will ensure the best results. On the
rear of the smartphone, there is a quad-camera setup
having 48 megapixels primary sensors. The remaining
three lenses of the upcoming Camon 15 Pro are still to
be revealed. It has an Ultra Night Lens lens that can be
used even in dim light conditions. The battery of this
variant is a bit on the lower side as compared to the
standard variant of the series. The new 15 Pro is fueled
with a 4000 mAh battery. A good asset for the market
and a competitor of Samsung.

Apple iPhone 11(128 GB)

Rs:1,73,649

150.9 x 75.7 x 8.3 mm
(5.94 x 2.98 x 0.33in)

: 6.1 Inches,Liquid Retina
BIETOIEV]  IPS LCD capacitive
touchscreen, 16M colors

12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"

Camera , 1.4um, dual pixel PDAF, OIS

12 MP, f/2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)

Standby:N/A
= Talk Time:Upto 17h
Music Play:Upto 65h

M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Internal:128GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity
Features | compass, barometer, Siri natural
j language commands and dictation
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ready for Android 10
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1200man

BATTERY
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NOKIA 3310
2.4" Display

2 MP camera with LED
flash for simple snaps

2G connectivity for
calling and texting

2000 contacts
Dual SIM

Battery standby
for up to a month

RRP. 7,600

NOKIA 216

2.4" Display

Front and rear cameras
with LED flash

FM Radio / MP3 player
Micro SD card slot
2000 contacts
Dual-SIM

Bluetooth

RRP. 5,850

FIRST EVER SMART PHONE ASSEMBELER & MANUFACTURER IN PAKISTAN

MOQBILE
L-1 @3

Wireless
FM Radic

VWHITE / BLAL I\
VR

CALL OFPTIC

" WARRANTY
u

Vibrator f memobilepakistan wawna, mamobile. pk

Xiaomi Redmi Note 9
Rs:33,999

Xiaomi Redmi Note 9 - A Standrad Version Of The
SENES

Xiaomi is releasing another smartphone Redmi Note
that has got a moniker 9 at the end which means that
the coming smartphone will be an entry-level device of
the series. The handset is packed with some basic
features and the aim to introduce the new Xiaomi Redmi
Note 9 is to capture the market at the lower level and
target the customers with which they can't afford to have
a flagship. The smartphone will be powered by the
MediaTek Helio 80 which is rather new to the market
and so the coming Xiaomi's Redmi Note 9 will provide
some outstanding performance. The chipset is paired
with 4 gigabytes of RAM that is below par as compared
to the other brands. The new Xiaomi Redmi Note's going
to be featuring 64 gigabytes internal storage that can be
increased more using external microSD card. So you will
have no issues regarding storage of the Redmi Note 9
by Xiaomi. The back camera setup of the handset will be
a quad-camera setup that will 48 megapixels main
sensor. The secondary sensor will be 8 megapixels and
the macro camera and depth sensor of the Xiaomi Note
9 will 2 megapixels each. On the front, there will be 13
megapixels selfie shooters to assist the user in making
attractive selfies. The IPS LCD display of 6.53 inches
will provide the user with full HD resolution of 1080 x
2340 pixels. The Xiaomi Redmi's Note 9 will be running
on the latest operating system, Android 10. The handset
will be fueled with a massive battery of 5020 mAh
capacity that will provide the user of the Redmi Note 9
with a sufficient amount of time. Security of the data is
very important that is why the handset is packed with a
rear-mounted fingerprint reader like Samsung brands.
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CHICKEN
CHINESE ROLL FRENCH FRIES

F

ROYAL FROZEN FOODS
(SMC-PVT) LTD.

Plot No. 4, E-1 Road, RCClI,
Industrial Estate, Rawat, Islamabad.

CONTACT +92-51-4499371-72

CHICKEN
SEEKH KABAB

Kids Favorites

Tater Babies 9%9 Fries 6x6 Fries
lkg Pack

WWW.ROYALFROZENFOOD.COM
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra I n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Tolecommun ol !

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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POCO F2 Pro

(@)
(fil/

Q

30W fast charge and massive
4,700mAh battery

]
N\
o Smartlink

” xiaomi
OFFICIAL PARTNERS

6.67" AMOLED Full Screen Display

64MP quad camera with 8K video

[Mistore 33"



Vivo

Y 350

iIView Display | Al Quad Camera | 5000mAh

4GB + 64GB 4GB + 128GB
Rs. 27,999 [l Rs. 30,999
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