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Editor’s 
Note

September 15 - October 15, 2020

The government bans dowry, in the historic decision and Pakistan 
has become the 1st Muslim country to make it illegal for a man to take 
dowry. 

The step is praised by citizens of  country and Muslims all around 
the world as the bill will give ease to bride’s side and make marriages 
easier for the parents. 

This new law will give relief  of  sigh for the girl and her family, by 
just giving simple clothes and few bed sheets as per Sunnah from now 
on. The ratio of  unmarried women increased day-by-day because of  
demands of  dowry by the parents of  grooms. Those who did not 
belong to affluent families were facing agony as their daughters were 
not getting married owing to the non-implementation of  the law. 

Keeping in view, the Government of  Pakistan has implemented a 
new law. The maximum amount to be given to bride as her dowry 
according to Shariah will be no more than four tola gold. 

In the case of  divorce, the groom’s side has to return all the gifts and 
dowry to the girl. This law has been imposed all over Pakistan. The 
government is now ensuring the full implementation of  this law. 

The law had been in field since 1976 but no concrete measure had 
been taken to enforce it. The Act replacing the West Pakistan Dowry 
(Prohibition of  Display) Act 1967 banned the display of  dowry and 
presents. The earlier law did not place a restriction on the quantity or 
value of  dowry and bridal gifts. 

To provide for the listing of  dowry items and bridal gifts in the 
Nikahnama, the draft law proposes the insertion of  section 6A in the 
Act. At the time of  Nikah, the parents of  each party to a marriage shall 
prepare and enter in the appropriate column of  the Nikahnama the 
complete list of  dowry items and bridal gifts, along with their values, 
according to the details of  the summary. 

In its summary, the Federal Religious Affairs Ministry says all the 
provincial Governments have endorsed the bill and have supported the 
conversion of  money into gold. The governments of  Azad Jammu 
Kashmir, Balochistan, Gilgit-Baltistan, and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have 
endorsed the bill in totality, the ministry says. 

Dowry ban a 
historic 
decision
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A
 delegation consisting of the foreign diplo-
mats, defense attachés, and representa-
tives of  world organizations in Pakistan 
visited the JURA Sector along the Line 

of  Control (LoC) in Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
(AJK) recently. The Director-General Inter-Services 
Public Relations (ISPR) Major General Babar 
Iftikhar briefed the delegation on the current situa-
tion at the LoC. 

The delegation reviewed the ceasefire violations 
by the Indian forces and met the affectees of  the In-
dian provocation. 

The diplomats were briefed that Indian troops 
have intentionally been targeting the civil population 
along with the Line of  Control, and in 2020 to date, 
they have committed 2,333 ceasefire violations. 

The delegation included diplomats from 24 coun-
tries including the United Kingdom, Italy, Germany, 
France, Azerbaijan, Turkey, European Union, Aus-
tralia, Switzerland, Egypt, Poland, Greece, Iran, 
Iran, South Africa, South Arabia, Bosnia, Palestine, 
Libya, Afghanistan, and others. 

Besides, a representative of  the World Food Pro-
gram (WFP) was also part of  the delegation. 

On the other hand, on the request of  the Foreign 
Minister of  Pakistan Shah Mahmood Qureshi,  the 
Members of  the OIC Contact Group on Jammu 
and Kashmir met for an informal meeting in New 
York to discuss the worsening human rights situation 
in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
(IIOJK). The Permanent Representatives of  Pak-
istan, Ambassador Munir, and the Permanent Rep-

resentatives of  Saudi Arabia, Niger, and Azerbaijan 
attended the meeting. The OIC Secretary-General 
was represented by the Permanent Representative of 
the OIC Observer Mission to the UN Ambassador 
Agshin Mehdiyev. 

Members of  the Contact Group reviewed recent 
developments relating to Jammu and Kashmir, in-
cluding the grave human rights and humanitarian sit-
uation in IIOJK and the tensions along the Line of  
Control (LoC). 

Conveying the special message of  the Foreign 
Minister, the Permanent Representative of  Pakistan, 
Ambassador Munir Akram stated that the RSS-BJP 
regime in India was implementing what its rulers 
had themselves called a “Final Solution”. 

It was engaged in systematically engineering a 
demographic change in IIOJK through new domicile 
rules. The issuance of  1.6 million domicile certifi-
cates (since March) was meant to change the de-

mography of  IIOJK from a Muslim majority into 
Hindu majority territory. In another attempt to oblit-
erate the Muslim identity of  occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir the status of  the Urdu language was being 
changed under a new legislation. Indian claims of  
“normalcy” in IIOJK were fallacious. 

The joint communication by eighteen Special 
Mandate Holders of  the Human Rights Council is-
sued last month had termed the human rights situa-
tion in IIOJK in “free fall”. Hundreds of  young 
Kashmiris were extra-judicially killed in “fake en-
counters” and “cordon and search” operations while 
the Indian security forces continued to enjoy com-
plete impunity under black laws like Armed Forces 

Special Powers Act (APSPA) and the Public Safety 
Act (PSA). In his special message, the foreign min-
ister also sensitized the Contact Group that India 
had intensified its belligerent rhetoric against Pak-
istan, including threats of  military aggression. n 

12

S O C I A L     |    FLARE REPORT

The Director-General 
Inter-Services Public 

Relations (ISPR) Major 
General Babar Iftikhar briefed 
the delegation on the current 

situation at the LoC.

Foreign diplomats meet victims of 
'Indian shelling' at LoC

The diplomats were briefed that Indian troops have intentionally been targeting the 
civil population along with the Line of Control, and in 2020 to date, they have 
committed 2,333 ceasefire violations.

FACEBOOK .COM / F L A R E M AG A Z I N E O F F I C I A L TWITTER .COM / F L A R E M AG A Z I N E P K SEPTEMBER 15 -  OCTOBER 15, 2020



P
rime Minister Imran Khan, Chief  of  the 
Army Staff  Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa and 
Ambassador of the UAE to Pakistan Hamad 
Obaid Ibrahim Al-Zaabi inaugurated of  

Sheikh Zayed Road in District Mohmand. 
The $29 million Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan Road carved a path through mountainous 
terrain in the northwest province of  Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. A UAE-funded road linking nine towns 
and more than 600,000 people has opened in Pakistan. 

It spans 9.3 metres and includes a tunnel, nine in-
tersecting bridges and water channels to guard against 
flash floods along the 42-kilometre path in the 
Mohmand district. And it is hoped it will improve the 
economy by making goods transport easier. 

Prime Minister Imran Khan opened the road and 
hailed the UAE's contribution. I want to express my 

sincere thanks to the UAE, especially Sheikh Mo-
hamed bin Zayed. 

The project was implemented by the UAE Pakistan 
Assistance Programme and financed by the Abu 
Dhabi Fund for Development. 

Abdullah Al Ghafli, director of the programme, 
said it represented one of the largest and most impor-
tant development projects undertaken in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. 

He said it took extensive and exceptional efforts to 
complete works on the road because of a harsh climate 
and mountainous terrain. 

Al Ghafli said the road was named after Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 
and Deputy Supreme Commander of  the Armed 
Forces, in appreciation for his humanitarian gestures 
towards to the Pakistani people. 

The road marked the latest relief and development 
effort by the UAE there. n 

The project was implemented 
by the UAE Pakistan 

Assistance Programme and 
financed by the Abu Dhabi 

Fund for Development

A UAE-funded 
Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Road opens 

It spans 9.3 metres and includes a tunnel, nine intersect-
ing bridges and water channels to guard against flash 
floods along the 42-kilometre path in the Mohmand 
district. And it is hoped it will improve the economy by 
making goods transport easier
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P
resident Dr Arif  Alvi conferred 2nd highest 
of  civil award Hilal-e-Pakistan to ex-Chi-
nese Ambassador to Pakistan Yao Jing in 
recognition of  his services of  further 

strengthening the Pakistan-China relationship in di-
verse fields. Ambassador Yao Jing has served in 
Pakistan thrice in various capacities and in aggregate 
stayed in Islamabad for eleven years. 

The special investiture ceremony was held at Ai-
wan-e-Sadr in Islamabad where the president pre-
sented Ambassador Yao Jing with the country’s sec-
ond-highest civil award, given to people for their 
meritorious contribution to the national interests of  
Pakistan. 

The event was attended by the Chairman Senate, 
Speaker National Assembly, federal ministers, and 
high officials of  the government. 

Earlier on September 10, China, replacing Yao 
Jing, had designated Nong Rong as a new ambassa-
dor to Pakistan, who is currently a minister in a 
provincial government. 

Chinese Ambassador for Pakistan Yao Jing has 
been transferred back to headquarters in Beijing for 
the next posting. The newly nominated ambassador, 
Nong Rong, is a political appointee who has ex-
pertise in trade and commerce. 

Earlier, the outgoing Chinese ambassador praised 
Prime Minister Imran Khan for further solidifying 
and deepening Pakistan’s relationship with China. 

During his farewell meeting with the premier, the 
envoy said PM Imran’s leadership role in strength-

ening bilateral ties is “greatly valued by the Chinese 
leaders at the highest level,” an official statement 
said. 

The prime minister lauded efforts of Ambassador 
Yao in further deepening and strengthening Pak-
istan-China “All-Weather Strategic Cooperative Part-
nership”. 

He conveyed that the people of  Pakistan are 
keenly looking forward to welcoming President Xi 
Jinping to Islamabad. 

Appreciating priorities of  Chinese leadership for 
its people, Premier Imran emphasised that they had 
played a remarkable role in socio-economic trans-
formation of  the country and “there is a lot to learn 
from Beijing’s example of  economic development 
and poverty alleviation”. 

He underlined that during the Yao’s tenure, the 
multibillion-dollar China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC) had entered the second phase focusing 
on industrialisation, agriculture and socio-economic 
development and it would play a key role in pro-
moting regional growth and prosperity. 

The Chinese envoy said that the prime minister’s 
vision and leadership is instrumental in Pakistan’s 
transformation. 

He appreciated that due to PM Imran’s personal 
focus on poverty alleviation and people-centered ap-
proach, the CPEC had entered into its second phase 
and will deliver substantial and immense benefits not 
only to people of  Pakistan but the entire region. n 

14

S O C I A L     |    FLARE REPORT

Ambassador Yao Jing has 
served in Pakistan thrice in 

various capacities and in 
aggregate stayed in Islamabad 

for eleven years

Chinese envoy Yao Jing receives 
Hilal-e-Pakistan award in 
recognition of his services

Chinese Ambassador for Pakistan Yao Jing has been transferred back to headquarters 
in Beijing for the next posting. The newly nominated ambassador, Nong Rong, is a 
political appointee who has expertise in trade and commerce
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T
he outbreak of  
COVID-19 has 
changed the as-
pect of  lives all 

around the world. The 
economy is crippling and 
the future seems unpre-
dictable, but the cyber at-
tackers are making the 
most out of  the vulnera-
bilities in the systems at 
this time. 

At this time, when In-
dia continues to make life 
worse for Kashmiris when 
their government is failing 
to control the pandemic 
and the Muslims are their 
direct target of  assault, In-
dia will opt any measures 
to divert attention from it-
self and justify their mili-
tary actions. And a cyber-
attack may be their 
potential since the com-
mand, control structure, 
economy, and much more 
depends on technology. 

The capability of  the 
possession of the cyber do-
main by India is uncer-
tain, but India has been 
strengthening its cyber 
warfare capabilities. There 
have been no large-scale 
cyber attacks carried by ei-
ther Pakistan or India, but 
small-scale cyber attacks 
have become common between both states. Both 
countries have been using phishing heavily and try-
ing to get their hands over sensitive data. What adds 
up to the threats of  cyber attacks by India are India 
and Israel’s cyber security cooperation. India is look-
ing forward to Israel’s Talpiot training program in or-
der to build their capacity and enhance their cyber se-
curity skills.  

In 2019, India set up a tri-services command 
named as the Defence Cyber Agency. It has been 
stated that this agency will be releasing a cyber-war-
fare doctrine for India in order to integrate cyber 
warfare along with military operations. 

In 2019, Pegasus malware was used to hack the 
mobile of  a senior Pakistani official. This malware 
was developed by the NSO group which is an Israeli 
Spyware company. The malware is able to breach 
into the phone through a WhatsApp’s missed call 
which results in the camera and microphone is 
turned on. The GPS location can also be determined 
and the hacker has access to messages, contacts, and 
passwords. There have been reports which state that 
the same Israeli spyware was being used by Indian 
Intelligence agencies. 

We are in the era in which the world revolves 
around the internet and we are dependent on artifi-
cial intelligence and big data analytics. And this is 
what makes us a vulnerable target for cyber attack-
ers. In order to ensure the security of  our country, a 
cybersecurity strategy must be formulated and im-
plemented. 

Meanwhile, Pakistan has foiled the cyber attack 

of  Indian secret agencies, says Inter-Services Public 
Relations. 

According to ISPR, the Indian agencies wanted 
to hack personal mobile phones and gadgets. All 
the government departments have been issued an ad-
visory to take cyber security measures. 

The Indian agencies also wanted to hack the mo-
bile phones of  the Pakistan military officials. Inves-
tigation is underway to find other possible targets of  
the Indian agencies, the ISPR says. The Pak Army 
has taken further precautionary measures to deal 
with any possible attack in future. 

A parliamentary body condemned cyberattacks 
by Indian spy networks. The chairman of  the Senate 
Standing Committee on Interior, Senator Rehman 
Malik, said: “India is involved in cybercrimes world-
wide and stealing sensitive national data of  various 
countries for different nefarious activities. Indian 
hackers steal data of  different countries and sell it to 
rival countries and the data of  individuals for black-
mailing.” 

The Senate committee condemned imposition of 

a curfew in India-held 
Kashmir and its members 
urged the government to 
take rigorous actions to 
counter propaganda and il-
legal moves of  the Indian 
government and drag 
Prime Minister Narednra 
Modi in the International 
Court of  Justice (ICJ) and 
United Nations Security 
Council (UNSC). 

On the 373rd day of  
curfew in occupied Kash-
mir, the committee marked 
these days as ‘dark days’ in 
the history of  mankind 
and expressed solidarity 
with Kashmiris struggling 
for their legitimate right of  
self-determination under 
UNSC Resolutions. 

In recent years, cyber 
threats, from replicating 
program software to a ran-
som-worm, have evolved 
into advanced persistent 
threats (APTs). These are 
pre-planned cyber-attacks 
aimed at penetrating the 
adversary’s central com-
munication servers to seize 
or hack important infor-
mation stored there. APTs 
are prolonged targeted at-
tacks against a network to 
access the data and create 
points to re-access the main 

servers and websites. They are believed to be one of 
the most lethal and complex cyber tools being used in 
cyber warfare nowadays. South Asia has also been im-
pacted by these threats where India is actively in-
volved in waging APT based cyber-attacks against 
Pakistan for a long time. This would likely undermine 
Pakistan’s cyber security regime which can ultimately 
pose threat to the overall national security. In the cy-
ber domain, cyber algorithms can be utilized to pro-
vide security against APTs. These algorithms can an-
alyze the complex pattern of  data along with the 
vulnerabilities inside a network. Though the machine 
learning algorithms have become modernized, cyber 
hackers have also developed more complex cyber 
techniques to avoid such algorithms.  

As a result, cyber-crime techniques have evolved 
into more complex cyber warfare tools. While invest-
ing in these complex cyber technologies, India has 
been involved in using APTs as a cyber-warfare toll 
against Pakistan to spy on data and information. In 
this regard, recently in August 2020 an APT based cy-
ber-attack was carried out by India against Pakistan. 
This was intended to hack the electronic and techni-
cal gadgets of  the government officials by using de-
ceitful fabrication as one of  the techniques. However, 
the attempt was timely identified by the concerned 
Pakistani agencies and the prospective damage was 
avoided. Such attempts indicate that India aspires to 
dominate in this complex domain as well. It would be 
important to highlight that online networks including 
the social media forums, due to their easy access are 
quite vulnerable to APTs. n 
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Pakistan foils Indian cyber 
attacks against military, govt 

officials sensitive data

Indian agencies wanted to hack personal mobile phones 
and gadgets to the government departments. The Indian 
agencies also wanted to hack the mobile phones of the 

Pakistan military officials 

FACEBOOK .COM / F L A R E M AG A Z I N E O F F I C I A L TWITTER .COM / F L A R E M AG A Z I N E P K SEPTEMBER 15 -  OCTOBER 15, 2020

India is looking forward to Is-
rael’s Talpiot training pro-

gram in order to build their 
capacity and enhance their 

cyber security skills.



I
nternational Centre for Settlement of  Invest-
ment Disputes (ICSID), the World Bank-
funded international arbitration institution, 
has issued six months stay order on the en-

forcement of  the $6 billion penalty on Pakistan in 
the Reko Diq mining lease case. 

Attorney General of  Pakistan, Khalid Jawed 
Khan, has termed the ICSID’s decision as a 
tremendous success for Pakistan and its legal team. 

The stay order granted in the Reko Diq case 
was a great relief  for the country, SAPM on In-
formation and Broadcast Lt-Gen (Retd) Asim 
Saleem Bajwa said. 

“Stay order by World Bank tribunal on $6 bil-
lion award vs Pakistan is great relief,” Asim Bajwa 
said in a Twitter post. 

PM has also directed to fully support the gov-
ernment of  Balochistan for accelerated develop-
ment of  the mineral sector in a transparent man-
ner, the SAPM added. 

In July 2019, the ICSID granted an award of  
$5.976 billion against Pakistan for denying a min-
ing lease to an Australian company, Tethyan Cop-
per Company (TCC). Immediately thereafter, the 
TCC commenced proceedings for the enforcement 
of  the award. 

This is a success for Pakistan and its legal team, 
the Attorney General for Pakistan’s office said 
while announcing the development. 

In November 2019, Pakistan had challenged 
the award and initiated proceedings seeking its an-
nulment and was granted a provisional stay upon 
initiating annulment proceedings. 

According to the attorney general’s office, a 
hearing to confirm the stay order took place via 
video link in April 2020. 

On 16 September 2020, the tribunal finally 
ruled in favour of  Pakistan, confirming the stay on 
the award’s enforcement. 

ICSID is still considering Pakistan’s appeal 
against enforcing the penalty over its cancellation 
of  the Reko Diq mining lease for TCC, a 50-50 
joint venture of  Barrick Gold Corporation of  Aus-
tralia and Antofagasta PLC of  Chile, and a final 
hearing will take place in May 2021. 

Reko Diq, a small town in Chagai, Balochistan, 
has the biggest gold and copper deposits in Pak-
istan. Once fully developed, 250,000 ounces of  
gold and 200,000 tons of  copper can be extracted 
from the mines each year for the next 50 years. 

Last year, in a major dispute, the World Bank’s 
International Centre for Settlement of  Investment 

Disputes (ICSID) asked Pakistan to pay the mas-
sive penalty, that is two per cent of  its GDP, to 
Tethyan Copper Company (TCC), a multinational 
mining giant. 

The TCC had acquired the mines at Reko Diq 
in Balochistan, in 2006. But after the company 
discovered gold and copper deposits at Reko Diq, 
Pakistan rejected its mining lease application in 
2011, resulting in a dispute with the TCC claiming 
$8.5 billion in damages. 

When the ICSID last year settled the dispute in 
favour of  the TCC, Prime Minister Imran Khan 
who was already struggling with an economic cri-

sis inherited from his predecessors, announced to 
set up a commission to identify the sources and 
reasons for such a financial disaster. 

As the fine amounts to 40 per cent of  Pak-
istan’s total liquid foreign reserves, the Imran Khan 
government has been trying to get a stay on the en-
forcement of  the penalty and have made several ef-
forts to get the fine annulled. 

Sources said even as Islamabad is scrambling 
for options, none in the civilian government will in-
vestigate the reasons as to how Pakistan landed in 
such a soup. “That is because everyone in Pakistan 
knows that it is the Pakistani military-industrial 
complex which has emptied the public exchequer 
and Pakistan’s economy as well,” sources in Is-
lamabad said. 

As per a Hudson institute report written by 
Pakistani scholar and former ambassador to the 
US, Hussain Haqqani, it was the Army which or-
chestrated the ejection of  foreign companies from 
Reko Diq area of  Balochistan. A persistent cam-
paign led by Pakistani nuclear scientist Samar 
Mubarakmand and backed by the military, against 
the TCC, led to Pakistan’s Supreme Court, order-
ing the cancellation of  the company’s contract in 
2013. 

After the discovery of  gold and copper mines in 
Balochistan by the TCC, the military-industrial 
complex saw an opportunity for itself. The Army 
ensured Mubarakmand’s company got the con-
tract for mining gold and copper while some of  the 
Reko Diq mines were turned over to the Metallur-
gical Corporation of  China (MCC). 

However, as per the Hudson report, neither the 
Chinese nor the nuclear scientist’s company could 
extract any copper or gold in Reko Diq. The Chi-
nese are still said to be involved in the mining proj-
ect as part of  the China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC), the report said. n 

The stay order granted in the 
Reko Diq case was a great 

relief for the country, SAPM 
on Information and Broadcast 

Lt-Gen (Retd) Asim Saleem 
Bajwa said

ICSID issues stay order in favour 
of Pakistan in $6 billion penalty in 
Reko Diq case

Reko Diq, a small town in Chagai, Balochistan, has the biggest gold and copper 
deposits in Pakistan. Once fully developed, 250,000 ounces of gold and 200,000 tons 
of copper can be extracted from the mines each year for the next 50 years
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I
n line with its com-
mitment to provide 
high-quality broad-
band connectivity 

across the length and 
breadth of  the country, 
Jazz has won a competi-
tive subsidy bid project un-
der the Next Generation 
Broadband for Sustainable 
Development Program of  
the Universal Service 
Fund (USF) targeting the 
provision of  high-speed 4G internet to around two 
million citizens residing across more than 510 un-
served villages of  Ghotki, Sukkur, and Khairpur dis-
tricts.  The contract was signed by Aamir Ibrahim, 
CEO Jazz and Haaris Chaudhry, CEO, USF in the 
presence of  Prime Minister Imran Khan, Syed 
Ameen Ul Haq, Minister MoITT and Shoaib Sid-
diqui, Secretary IT & Telecom, during a ceremony 
held at the Prime Minister House. 

Prime Minister Imran Khan stressed upon pro-
motion of  information and technology, cyber con-
nectivity and digitalization because Pakistan’s fu-
ture was linked with adoption of  these latest modes 
of  science and technology.  

He said the MoU would lead to wider connec-
tivity in these remote areas, thus paving a way for de-
velopment and prosperity.  

He cited construction of  Karakoram highway in 
Gilgit Baltistan which had connected inaccessible ar-
eas and helped in improving the standards of  living 
and educational facilities.  

The prime minister said majority of  the people in 
those areas also wanted provision of  e-learning and 
distance learning facilities through the use of  mobile 
phone services.  

The adult literacy could be achieved through 

spread of  internet system. Such connectivity would 
be vital for the fifth industrial revolution, he opined.  

Referring to lack of  facilities in the education and 
health sectors, the prime minister said the country 
had witnessed dual systems for the elitist class and 
the poor. These systems were enforced to safeguard 

the interests of  rich class while entirely neglecting the 
poor segments of  society, he said, citing the global 
money laundering network which protected the pow-
erful class.  

The economic dispar-
ity across the world always 
led to this class difference 
as evident with the plight 
of  poor migrants who 
faced ordeals while eking 
out to the rich countries, 
he added.  

The prime minister ob-
served that during the 60s, 
Pakistan had been a fast 
developing country and 
even countries like South 

Korea and Malaysia regarded it as their role model, 
but now they had excelled in different fields leaving 
behind Pakistan in terms of  development and 
progress. 

He said Pakistan had the second largest young 
population in the world which possessed ‘a vibrant 
potential', and stressed that IT ministry should 
work further in tapping the IT skills.  

The prime minister said setting up IT parks was 
also significant step by the ministry as it would 
have positive impacts upon the country’s exports. 

The PM cited construction of  Karakoram High-
way in Gilgit Baltistan, which had connected inac-
cessible areas and helped in improving the stan-
dards of  living and educational facilities. He said 
that the majority of  the people in those areas also 
want provision of  e-learning and distance learning 
facilities through the use of  mobile phone services. 

He noted that Pakistan has the second largest 
young population in the world which possesses ‘a 
vibrant potential’, and stressed that the IT ministry 
should work further in harnessing the skills of  
youth. 

The premier said that setting up IT parks is also 
a significant step by the ministry as it would have 
positive impact on the country’s exports. n
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Jazz to provide high-quality 
broadband to around 2 million people 

in Sindh through USF contract

Jazz has won a competitive subsidy bid project under 
the Next Generation Broadband for Sustainable 

Development Program of the Universal Service Fund 
(USF) targeting the provision of high-speed 4G internet 

to around two million citizens residing across more than 
510 unserved villages of Ghotki, Sukkur, and 

Khairpur districts.
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The contract was signed by 
Aamir Ibrahim, CEO Jazz and 
Haaris Chaudhry, CEO, USF 
in the presence of PM Imran 
Khan, Syed Ameen Ul Haq, 
Minister MoITT and Shoaib 

Siddiqui, Secretary IT & 
Telecom





P
rime Minister Imran Khan witnesses the 
signing of  contract for provision of  voice 
and high speed mobile broadband data 
services in Sindh in Islamabad recently. 

Federal Minister for IT and Telecom Syed Amin 
Ul Haque and Federal Secretary IT & Telecom-
munication Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqui were also 
present. President and CEO, PTCL & Ufone 
Rashid Khan and USF CEO Haaris Mahmood 
Chaudhary signed the MoU on their respective or-
ganizations. 

At the ceremony, PM said the IT sector can 
create opportunities for backward and far-flung ar-
eas and agreement signed among USF, Ufone very 
rightly conforms to our vision of  bringing the less-
developed areas, especially the interior Sindh and 
Balochistan, at par with other areas as they had 
been neglected in the past.  

The contract signed between USF and Ufone 
include Bolan, Jhal Magsi, Ziarat and Kalat in 
Balochistan. The prime minister said majority of  
the people in those areas also wanted provision of  
e-learning and distance learning facilities through 

the use of  mobile phone services.  
The adult literacy could be achieved through 

spread of  internet system. Such connectivity 
would be vital for the fifth industrial revolution, he 
opined. Referring to lack of  facilities in the edu-
cation and health sectors, the prime minister said 

the country had witnessed dual systems for the 
elitist class and the poor.  

These systems were enforced to safeguard the 
interests of  rich class while entirely neglecting the 
poor segments of  society, he said, citing the global 

money laundering network which protected the 
powerful class.  

The economic disparity across the world al-
ways led to this class difference as evident with the 
plight of  poor migrants who faced ordeals while 
eking out to the rich countries, he added.  

The prime minister observed that during the 
60s, Pakistan had been a fast developing country 
and even countries like South Korea and Malaysia 
regarded it as their role model, but now they had 
excelled in different fields leaving behind Pakistan 
in terms of  development and progress. 

He said Pakistan had the second largest young 
population in the world which possessed ‘a vi-
brant potential', and stressed that IT ministry 
should work further in tapping the IT skills.  

Federal Minister for IT and Telecom Syed 
Amin ul Haq said the Ministry of  IT and Telecom-
munication would continue to undertake more 
challenging and productive programmes in future 
including establishment of  IT Parks, including the 
ones to be opened in Islamabad and Gilgit in near 
future. n 
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Ufone awarded contract for 
provision of voice & high 
broadband data services

Ufone very rightly conforms to our vision of bringing the less-developed areas, 
especially the interior Sindh and Balochistan, at par with other areas as they had been 
neglected in the past. The contract signed between USF and Ufone include Bolan, Jhal 
Magsi, Ziarat and Kalat in Balochistan
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President and CEO, PTCL & 
Ufone Rashid Khan and USF 

CEO Haaris Mahmood 
Chaudhary signed the MoU 

on their respective 
organizations



F
ederal Minister for Information Technol-
ogy and Telecommunication Syed Amin 
Ul Haque inaugurated Daraz new head 
office at Sky Tower, Dolmen City, Karachi 

recently. 
On the occasion, Amin Ul Haque said that in 

line with Prime Minister Imran Khan’s Digital Pak-
istan vision, efforts were underway to provide broad-
band access to rural areas in Pakistan and efforts 
would be geared towards ensuring that the facility of  
e-commerce is made available in small cities and 
towns, as well. 

We will continue to cooperate with Daraz so 
that the people of  Pakistan can benefit from the 
ease offered by e-commerce and digitization, he 
said adding Daraz has a network that expands 
across the country and can offer comfort to people 
in various cities through its service. 

Speaking on the occasion, Managing Director 
Daraz, Ehsan Saya noted that since the outbreak of  
the COVID19 pandemic in Pakistan, the country 
has witnessed an accelerated rate of  digital adoption 
with consumers and businesses alike transitioning 
towards online solutions.  

He added that the country’s growing e-com-
merce landscape presented an opportunity for SMEs 

to digitize their operations and reach a large, nation-
wide customer base and scale their ventures.  

He also highlighted that the most significant im-
pact of  e-commerce was that it helped generate em-
ployment and each business helped create more 
jobs.  

Daraz’ mission is to make it easy for anyone to 
do business. The platform digitally hosted its 4th an-
nual Seller Summit for a community of  70,000 sell-
ers with guest speakers Federal Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and Special Initiatives Asad 
Umar and Federal Minister for Science and Tech-
nology Fawad Chaudhry, media coordinator Daraz, 
Pireh told. 

The summit focused on providing sellers the 
technology, tools and information they need to build 
a seamless customer experience and grow their 
businesses, she said adding as the platform gears up 
for the mega 10.10, 11.11 and 12.12 campaigns, 
Daraz’ focus is on empowering the seller commu-
nity to make the most of  the digital wave in Pak-
istan. 

With open-floor plans, pods, and meeting cor-
ners, the office offers employees a new space that 
facilitates easy interaction and teamwork. Creative 
innovation drives Daraz and the new office space 
is designed to enable the open exchange of  ideas 
and provide a healthy working area. 

Daraz’s head office in Karachi oversees the op-
erations of  the company’s ventures across 4 South 
Asian countries, other than Pakistan, Bangladesh, 
Sri Lanka, Myanmar and Nepal. 

“Over the years, the central team in Karachi has 
grown rapidly. Considering Daraz Pakistan man-
ages the operations across countries, it is essential 
for our employees to have a comfortable space that 
drives creative thought and which can be cherished 
as a second home while keeping the requirements of  
social distancing in place,” said Ammar Hassan, 
Chief  Marketing Officer Daraz Pakistan. n 

Federal Minister for IT & Telecom 
inaugurates Daraz new head office

Managing Director Daraz, Ehsan Saya noted that since the outbreak of the COVID19 
pandemic in Pakistan, the country has witnessed an accelerated rate of digital 
adoption with consumers and businesses alike transitioning towards online solutions

Amin Ul Haque said that 
in line with Prime Minister 

Imran Khan’s Digital Pakistan 
vision, efforts were underway 
to provide broadband access 

to rural areas in Pakistan
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H
uawei’s smartphone business has been 
the subject of  controversy since early last 
year. After the initial US ban, the Chi-
nese manufacturer had to cope with poor 

sales outside of  China. However, it appears that 
sales in China have increased sharply and this has 
not had any impact on the company’s overall per-
formance.  

The target of  the latest ban is Taiwanese manu-
facturing giant TSMC. This company is responsible 
for Huawei’s Kirin chips. Huawei cannot bring out 
flagship smartphones without Kirin chips. While 
there are a few options, they require US govern-
ment permission. The Huawei smartphone business 
is now gradually declining. The first evidence of  
this comes from Bangladesh. 

Huawei is reducing the number of  employees in 
its smartphone business division in Bangladesh. The 
company announced 7 of  the 8 employees in the de-
partment were laid off. 

These employees directly monitored Huawei’s 
smartphone and other device business in the region 
at Huawei’s headquarters in Bangladesh. The only 
employee left will now coordinate Huawei’s device 
business across the country. This process of  down-
sizing and layoffs in the region reportedly started 
back in November 2019. Huawei has a distributor, 

Smart Technologies, who runs its sales, marketing 
and business activities. 

In addition, several ex-
ecutives were promoted 
while others were contrac-
tually appointed. A senior 
executive at Smart Tech-
nologies said they will 
continue to sell, market 
and do business with 
Huawei smartphones and 
other products. However, 
Huawei employees will 
coordinate operations. 
Another executive at 
Huawei’s Bangladesh divi-
sion said these changes 
will not affect customer 
service. 

So far, there is no hope 
that Huawei’s ban will be lifted anytime soon. Most 
likely, things will drag on after the US presidential 
election in November. Even if  Joe Biden wins, he’s 
not a huge fan of  Chinese manufacturers. However, 
it is very likely that negotiating with a Biden-led 
government will be much easier than with the cur-
rent government. 

In July last, Huawei Technologies Co had cut its 
India revenue target for 2020 by up to 50% and lay 
off  more than half  of  its staff  in the India. Huawei’s 
India unit said the report suggesting layoffs of  more 
than half  of  Huawei staff  was untrue, but did not 
elaborate. 

It seems that Huawei management in Pakistan 
may slash workforce to survive in the market. 
Huawei entered Pakistani markets in 2012. After 
disable Google play store in Huawei handsets both 
consumers and dealers of  Huawei products have 
adopted a "wait-and-see" strategy. Potential buyers 
are asking questions over whether such phones will 
have access to social media platforms such as Face-
book and Twitter and other apps. 

On the other hand, Based on a recent report by 
the elec, a state-backed Korean news agency, Huawei 
plans on producing only 50 million smartphones in 
2021. This represents a massive 74 percent drop 
compared to what the company is expected to ship 
this year. Last year it managed to ship 240 million 
units, and this year, Huawei is expected to sell 190 
million units. 

The main reason behind such a massive reduc-
tion in smartphone production is the expanding 
scope of  the US trade ban that has made it almost 
impossible for the company to continue making 

phones. Huawei was going neck and neck with Sam-
sung till last year. However, the lack of  Google serv-
ices put off  many consumers worldwide. Now 
TSMC, which makes the bulk of  Huawei’s smart-
phone chips, will also stop taking orders from the 
company and it can’t buy chips from Qualcomm ei-
ther as it’s an American company. These are some of 
the reasons Huawei cannot manufacture enough 
smartphones going forward. 

Google has halted its business operations with 
Huawei immediately. The halted business streams in-
clude anything in relation to the transfer of  hardware 
and software products except the open source ones. 
If  accurate, this can send shockwaves across the 
world and massively impact Huawei users and busi-
nesses all over the world. 

“Huawei Technologies Co Ltd will immediately 
lose access to updates to the Android operating sys-

tem, and the next version 
of  its smartphones outside 
of  China will also lose ac-
cess to popular applica-
tions and services includ-
ing the Google Play Store 
and Gmail app. 

According to Forbes 
news, Huawei has had 
plenty to say in recent 
weeks—declaring battle 
with Google as it launches 
its alternative to Android, 
inviting China’s technol-
ogy-base to join the com-
pany’s new ecosystem, 
with which it says it will 
build a bridge between 

China and the west to create more TikToks, and 
slamming America’s continued campaign against 
the company as it fights for survival. What Huawei 
isn’t saying, though, is how it intends to maintain a 
viable smartphone business beyond the middle of  
next year, at which point it will reportedly deplete its 
stockpile of  chipsets. n
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Huawei smartphones 
are losing its market 
across the globe

After disable Google play store in Huawei handsets both 
consumers and dealers of Huawei products have adopted a 
"wait-and-see" strategy. Potential buyers are asking questions 
over whether such phones will have access to social media 
platforms such as Facebook and Twitter and other apps
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Huawei is reducing the 
number of employees in its 

smartphone business 
division in Bangladesh. The 

company announced 7 of the 
8 employees in the 

department were laid off





v
ivo, the leading global smartphone brand, 
launched a new addition to its flagship V-Se-
ries, the vivo V20 in the Pakistan for just Rs. 
59,999.  

The official launch was done through a special 
digital broadcast on vivo’s official social media plat-
forms; featuring vivo 
V20 Brand Ambassa-
dors, the renowned ac-
tor & game show host 
Fahad Mustafa and the 
gorgeous film and TV 
actress Hania Aamir.  

Hosted by Faizan 
Haqqee, this interactive 
session was first of  its 
kind in Pakistan for a 
smartphone launch. 
Live viewers were also 
made a part of this event through different activities 
and got a chance to win exclusive vivo gifts.  

vivo has once again revolutionized the standards of 
a premium-range smartphone by embedding profes-
sional-grade 44MP Eye Autofocus camera in the V20 
with advance Autofocus (AF) capabilities for highly 

defined selfie experience.  
The all-new V20 is also slim and lightweight and 

flaunts 7.38mm Ultra Sleek AG Glass to complement 
the fast-paced lifestyles of young users. The smart-
phone also comes with a 64MP extraordinary rear 
camera with super night mode that delivers high def-

inition quality and clar-
ity in every shot even af-
ter vigorous zooming. It 
is backed by 33W 
flashcharge capability 
that allows V20 to keep 
up with the users 
throughout the day.  

“vivo always believes 
in evolving with the 
changing times, cus-
tomers’ behaviour, needs 
and preferences. We un-

derstand the selfie craze, photography trends and needs 
of creative minds. With V20, vivo is all set to change 
the paradigms of premium-range smartphones with its 
futuristic features and design. vivo V20 has it all, with 
enhanced Autofocus camera capabilities packed in an 
ultra-sleek and fashionable design.”, said Zohair 

Chohan, Brand Manager vivo Pakistan.  
vivo offers one-year warranty for V20 along with 15 

days free replacement and 6 months warranty for ac-
cessories. vivo V20 is duly approved by Pakistan 
Telecommunications Authority and supports all mo-
bile networks in Pakistan on both SIM slots over 4G 

LTE, 3G and 2G modes. Zong customers can also get 
12GB Free Mobile Internet by using their 4G SIM 
card in Slot 1 (2GB Internet / month for 6 months). n 
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We understand the selfie craze, photography trends and needs of creative minds. With 
V20, vivo is all set to change the paradigms of premium-range smartphones with its 
futuristic features and design said Zohair Chohan, Brand Manager vivo Pakistan

FACEBOOK .COM / F L A R E M AG A Z I N E O F F I C I A L TWITTER .COM / F L A R E M AG A Z I N E P K SEPTEMBER 15 -  OCTOBER 15, 2020

vivo launches V20 in Pakistan, 
44MP eye autofocus, 7.38mm ultra 
sleek and 64MP night camera

The official launch was done 
through a special digital 

broadcast on vivo’s official 
social media platforms; featur-
ing vivo V20 Brand Ambassa-

dors, the renowned actor & 
game show host Fahad 

Mustafa and the gorgeous film 
and TV actress Hania Aamir



G
’FIVE updated price of President Series of 
Smartphones President Gold 9 & Presi-
dent Gold 10 in Pakistan for valuable con-
sumers. If  you want to buy all in one pack 

feature/specification so you can must consider these 
two model GOLD 9 & GOLD 10 with powerful 3500 
mAh battery & processor 1.3 Ghz with a best price 
range Gold 9 Rs. 8,999/= & Gold 10 Rs. 10,200/=. 

DESIGN & DISPLAY: 
Unlike its Gold series, President Gold 9 & Gold 10 

has gathered great reviews on its sleek gradient design 
and large display. The G’FIVE President Gold 9 & 
Gold 10 provide you 6.09" full view with DOT 
NOTCH display with 600*1280 HD IPS resolution. 
The Pixels, color, brightness & contrast of the screen 
display is very good. These two models are available in 
four colors, good thing is this these model have gradi-
ent back likewise Auroral Purple, Blue Midnight, Star 
Ruby & Auroral Blue, Back cover of these model is pro-
duced with Plastic that protected from scratches. 

CAMERA & FUNCTION: 
The president series is equipped with 2 cameras 

front & back, G’FIVE President Gold 9 & Gold 10 
Front 8.0 MP and Back 13.0 MP with LED Flash that 
take your good pictures like a pro. 

BATTERY & SECURITY: 
G’FIVE President Gold 9 & Gold 10 consists of a 

powerful 3500 mAh (Li-on) Removable & Long elas-
tic battery that can perform up to a day ensuring long 
time performance. While testing, the experts ran mul-
tiple applications, games & watching video with full 
brightness all day long but the battery lasted for its 
given time. G’FIVE President Gold 9 & Gold 10 pro-
vide you a Highly Sensors in Midrange Smartphone 
likewise Fingerprint Sensor, Face Recognition, Gravity 
Sensor, Proximity Sensor & Light Senor which is no 
provide as earlier as before any company in this price 
range. 

PERFORMANCE & CONNECTIVITY: 
G’FIVE President Gold 9 & Gold 10 highly per-

formance Smart Phone with chipset Quad core, 
1.3GHz MTK6739M fast processing with 2G,3G & 
4G supported. If  we are talking about our President 
Gold 9 variant with 2GB RAM and 32GB ROM and 
other side we are talking about President Gold 10 vari-
ant with 3GB RAM and 32GB ROM that make your 
perfect gaming & videos. G’FIVE President Gold 9 & 
Gold 10 support OTA (over the air) & Android 9.0 
(Pie) also supported up to 32 GB TF Card with Dual 
Nano 4G Active SIM. If we talking about connectiv-
ity of G’FIVE President Gold 9 & Gold 10 so it is pro-
vide you GSM+WCDMA+FM+Bluetooth 4.0+WIFI 
802.11 b/g/n+ GPS+USB 2.0 + 3.5mm audio jack. 

WHAT’S IN BOX: 
G’FIVE gives one year official warranty card, User 

Manual Book, Data cable with charging adapter 5V 
2A, Hand free and 3500mAh powerful Battery plus 
some other gifts to all our loveable customers in Box 
like extra Black Casing Cover, 9D Glass that make your 
phone more protective against damages, well also give 
silicone pouch. You can claim your warranty at any 
time on these parts Ringer, MIC, Earpiece, Charging 
Jack, SIM Jacket, MMC Jacket & Software are life time 
warranty claim with no charges. FREE! FREE! FREE! 

G’FIVE is available all over Pakistan offline & on-
line with the best price range Gold 9 Rs. 8,999/= 2GB 
RAM 32GB ROM and Gold 10 Rs. 10,200/= with 
3GB RAM 32GB ROM with large display. 

G’FIVE President Gold 9 & Gold 10 is now avail-
able at official online store just visit www.gfivepak-
istan.com | www.gfive.com.pk | Order via Whatsapp 
+92 313 406 5555 n

G’FIVE President Gold 
9 & Gold 10 your 2020 
choice with new prices
First ever smartphone assembler & manufacturer in 
Pakistan & AJK provides international standard smart-
phones at very competitive prices across the country
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T
ECNO, an international smartphone brand 
is always keeping its legacy to produce in-
novative features and specifications at best 
affordable prices. TECNO launched Camon 

16 Premier in eternal pastel colors, mighty processer, 
a 4K professional camera with a high megapixel selfie, 
and a rear camera with Taivos Technology. The Pho-
tography King, Camon 16 Premier, is a treat for the 
fans with 64MP Quad Rear Camera, 48MP Dual 
front Camera, 33W Fast Charging, and Helio G90T 
processor. Everyone wants to get their hands on the 
new phone as soon as possible. 

Creek Ma, General Manager of TECNO shared 
his thoughts “Very excited to bring this Camon 16 Pre-
mier for our fans. We have a limited stock for our spe-
cial fans that can easily Pre-order it and enjoy a free 
wireless headphone set as well. The phone contains 
high-end flagship features and is available at a very 
convenient price. We at TECNO are looking forward 

to this product sale and are hopeful that our fans are 
going to love it as always.” 

Earlier this year TECNO launched Camon 15 
which marked a massive hit and gained success in no 
time. Beholding the immense response, the company 
recently teased on the Camon 16 Premier via the so-
cial media crowning as a “Photography King”. 

The Camon series has always been a trendsetter 
and praised by tech specialists and customers for their 
innovative cameras that capture crystal clear and HD 

images. The upcoming Camon 16 Premier is going to 
be a triumph amongst the photography enthusiast, 
gamers, and tech fanatics. n 
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The Photography King, Camon 16 Premier, is a treat for the fans with 64MP Quad Rear 
Camera, 48MP Dual front Camera, 33W Fast Charging, and Helio G90T 
processor. Everyone wants to get their hands on the new phone as soon as possible
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TECNO launches Photography 
King Camon 16 Premier 
Smartphone in Pakistan

The Camon series has always 
been a trendsetter and 

praised by tech specialists and 
customers for their innovative 
cameras that capture crystal 

clear and HD images
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T
he government has banned popular short 
video app TikTok, citing circulation of  
videos that it deemed “immoral and in-
decent.” The move comes months after 

the South Asian countries raised serious concerns 
about the nature of  some videos on ByteDance’s 
app and the impact they posed on society. 

Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) 
said in a statement that despite the warnings and 
months-long time, TikTok “failed to comply with 
the instructions, therefore, directions were issued 
for blocking of  TikTok application in the coun-
try.” The authority had received a “number of  
complaints from different segments of  the soci-
ety” over the videos. 

“TikTok has been informed that the authority 
is open for engagement and will review its deci-
sion subject to a satisfactory mechanism by Tik-
Tok to moderate unlawful content,” said Pakistan 
Telecommunication Authority in a statement. 

Prime Minister Imran Khan since entering pol-
itics — criticized TikTok as promoting “obscenity 
and vulgarity.” 

Rabia Nusrat, a member of  the Punjab As-
sembly, submitted a resolution in her provincial 
legislature, seeking a ban on TikTok. "The inde-
cent and vulgar language being used on TikTok 
will have a negative impact on society," Nusrat 
said. "The app has not only been used to commit 
blackmailing but also to mock religion." Religious 
groups support the government's move to ban Tik-
Tok because it is not only negatively affecting 
Pakistan's society but mocking religion too," said 
Maulana Usman Makki, a Karachi-based reli-
gious scholar. 

Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) 
held a meeting with TikTok’s senior management 
to come up with a mutually acceptable mecha-
nism. 

According to the press statement released a 
virtual meeting was held wherein, the two parties 
ensued a meaningful engagement. The plan is to 
moderate content in compliance with instructions 
of  the authority and obliterate unlawful and im-
moral videos. The statement further stated that 
the senior representative from TikTok highlighted 
the efforts in pursuits as well as strategies to be 
implemented in the future for improving content 
quality in Pakistan. 

Besides this, Pakistan Telecommunication Au-
thority has asked TikTok’s management to pro-
vide a proper framework and timeline of  how 
proposed actions will be taken. However, both 

the parties are cooperating and are taking steps to 
arrive at a mutually acceptable mechanism to con-
tinue to provide quality internet experience to 
users. PTA in this context tweeted: 

TikTok, in an effort to have meaningful en-

gagement with PTA & in compliance with in-
structions of  the Authority with respect to mod-
erating the unlawful online content in accordance 
with laws of  Pakistan, held a detailed virtual 
meeting with Chairman PTA. 

It is surprise know that Senate Committee on 
Delegated Legislation criticised the PTA for ban-
ning TikTok and noted that Pakistan has to pace 
up with global development and take corrective 
measures instead of  adopting isolationist ap-
proach. 

The Senate committee that met under the 
chairmanship of  Senator Kauda Babar at the Par-
liament House discussed the ban on the short 
video-sharing platform by the Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority (PTA). 

However, members of  the Senate committee 
maintained that blocking of  social media plat-
forms and restricting IT companies was not the 

answer to check the spread of  questionable mate-
rial. 

The committee was informed that as per the 
TeleCom Policy 2015, “to consolidate the robust-
ness of  the market structure, the sector will in-

creasingly be managed through application of  
Competition Rules for the Telecommunication 
Sector”. 

The competition rules will govern all comple-
tion matters of  the telecommunication sector and 
will be developed by the Ministry of  Information 
Technology as mandated under Section 57 of  the 
Telecom Act and in conformance with the Com-
petition Act, 2010. 

The PTA officials told the committee that the 
draft competition rules had already been for-
warded to the IT ministry in December 2017 for 
further necessary action. 

After the briefing, the Senate committee chair-
man said measures must be taken to avoid mo-
nopoly in the sector and all players must be given 
equal opportunity. 

The committee members also expressed con-
cern a delay in formulation of  rules by the IT 
ministry. 

Senator Rubina Khalid pointed out that many 
rules and regulators were still not in place despite 
the fact that the Telecom Act had been passed 
more than two decades ago. 

On the other hand, TikTokers across the coun-
try have called for an immediate lift on the ban 
and urged authorities to reconsider their decision. 
TikTok star Hareem Shah called on Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan to lift the ban on the video-
sharing app, terming it a "baseless" decision. 

Several other TikTokers have expressed similar 
concerns with some claiming that it was "shutting 
down the creative freedom of  artists". TikTok 
star, Jannat Mirza had also called for the removal 
of  the ban. 

"In general, it was a good app. It was accessi-
ble for everyone. So much talent emerged through 
this app," she emphasised. 

She conceded that it may have been used for 
“notorious and hate activities”, "but it TikTok 
must continue, with strict rules and conditions". 
The social media sensation recently became the 
first in the country to amass 10 million followers. 

Zulqurnain Sikander, who has a fan following 
of  over 8 million on Tiktok, condemned the ban 
and urged the government to lift the restriction 
since it was a source of  income for many strug-
gling artists who had shifted to the platform due 
to lack of  opportunities in the industry. 

Kashif  Khan has recently surged in popularity 
on the video-based platform. He is the self-ap-
pointed prime minister of  TikTok and shoots 
videos wherein he "takes notice" on important is-

sues. He has amassed more than 960,000 follow-
ers on the app and has raked in an impressive 24 
million likes. Many top TikTok star like Reeja 
Jeelani, Pinky Francis, Alishba Anjum, Romaisa 
Khan and others lamented the PTA decision. n

    C OV E R  S T O RY

The vulgar languages being 
used on TikTok will have a 
negative impact on society. 
This app has not only been 

used to commit blackmailing 
but also to mock religion
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S
pecial Assistant to Prime Minister on 
Health Dr Faisal Sultan has said that the re-
cent hike in prices of  94 essential life-saving 
drugs by the Drug Regulatory Authority 

of  Pakistan (DRAP) was ‘inevitable’ to ensure 
availability of  the medicines. 

Dr Faisal Sultan, while talking to media in Is-
lamabad, said that a ‘reasonable increase’ was 
made in prices of  94 essential drugs by the Drug 
Regulatory Authority of  Pakistan (DRAP). 

The special assistant was of  the view that phar-
maceutical companies usually stop production of  
some medicines if  prices are not increasing. A halt 
in production by the pharmaceutical companies 
create a shortage of  drugs across the country, he 
added. 

A hike of  1.5 per cent to 70 per cent was made 
in the 94 life-saving drugs while keeping in view its 
access to the nationals. A new ‘transparent’ drug 
pricing policy is being formulated by the federal 
government that would end all major issues, said 
Sultan. 

DRAP has a mechanism to monitoring prices of  
drugs and the government thoroughly reviewed the 
reasons before approving the recent hike. 

He announced that eligible officers will be ap-
pointed in institutions related to the Ministry of  
National Health Services Regulations & Coordi-
nation Islamabad (NHSRC). He added that the ap-
pointments of  permanent heads in the institutions 
are continued in the health ministry. 

Faisal Sultan said that legislation is underway 
for MTI bill and it will be presented in the Parlia-
ment soon. He said that it is impossible to bring re-
forms in hospitals without adopting modern pro-
cedures. Earlier, The federal cabinet approved 
increase in prices of  94 life-saving drugs to ensure 
their availability in the market, and brought down 
the price of  Remdesivir 100mg injection, used in 
Covid-19 treatment, from Rs10,873 to Rs8,244. 

When asked Dr Sultan why the government be-
lieved by increasing prices of  items, their availabil-
ity in the market would be ensured as seen in the 
case of  wheat flour and sugar, he said the govern-
ment could not ensure availability of  life-saving 
drugs by force because drug manufacturers always 
employed various methods to stop production if  
they were pressured to reduce prices. 

The cabinet also allowed the import of  life-sav-
ing drugs as well as anti-cancer and cardiac medi-
cines not registered in Pakistan, exempting them 
from the ban. If  a company stops manufacturing 
some medicines, claiming that its production has 
become non-viable due to high cost of  production 
and raw material, its price can be increased as a spe-
cial case which is called a ‘hardship case’. 

The Ministry of  National Health Services 
(NHS) had moved the matter before the federal 
cabinet after some medicines, including the one 
used for cataract and by soldiers deployed in 
Siachen, had become short. 

According to an official statement issued by the 
health ministry, in response to long-term shortages 
of  some key or life-saving medicines, the federal 
cabinet on Tuesday allowed rationalising prices of  
drugs that had been reported to be in short supply 
due to unrealistically low prices. 

This change was approved for drugs that fell in 
the ‘hardship category’ on the recommendation of  
the Drug Pricing Committee under the Drugs Pric-
ing Policy 2018. 

Some of  the life-saving drugs whose prices have 
been allowed to increase include Furosemide in-
jections (for emergency use in high blood pressure), 
Acetazolamide tablets (glaucoma), Hydralazine 
tablets (for lowering blood pressure), Carba-
mazepine tablets and suspension (epilepsy), At-
ropine Sulphate injection (used in emergencies), 
Magnesium Sulphate (used to treat seizures due to 
pre-eclampsia during pregnancy), Hydroxyurea, 
Daunorubicin, Bleomycin (used in treatment of  
cancer), Nitroglycerin and Glyceryl Trinitrate 
(emergency heart medicines) and anti-rabies vac-
cine. 

“As an example, the price of  Acetazolamide 
tablets has been Rs60.45 for a pack of  30 tablets for 
over a decade, despite increase in the cost of  raw 
material needed to produce this drug in the inter-

national market, devaluation of  rupee, increase in 
the price of  packaging material and reduced vol-

ume of  usage compared to the past. What it means 
is that this drug, which is not commonly used but 
is nevertheless essential in some clinical situations, 
has been available only on the black market, at 
greatly inflated prices,” the health ministry state-
ment said. 

An official of  the NHS ministry, requesting not 
to be quoted, said the cabinet also considered the 
grant of  exemption from section 23(1)(a)(VII) of  
the Drugs Act 1976. 

“According to the section no medicine can be 
sold in Pakistan without its registration with the 
Drug Regulatory Authority of  Pakistan (Drap). 
However, with the exemption health facilities or 
hospitals will be allowed to purchase medicines 
from the international market and use them for 
their patients. A Statutory Regulatory Order will be 
issued so that the medicines would be available un-
der the right to medicine, he said. n 
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DRAP has a mechanism to 
monitoring prices of drugs 

and the government 
thoroughly reviewed the 

reasons before approving 
the recent hike

Govt admits hike in 
drug prices is painful 
but it ‘inevitable’ to 
ensure availability

A hike of 1.5 per cent to 70 per cent was made in the 94 
life-saving drugs while keeping in view its access to the 
nationals. A new ‘transparent’ drug pricing policy is being 
formulated by the federal government that would end all 
major issues, said Sultan
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J
azz inaugurated its brand-new Southern Re-
gional Office, ‘the Digital House,’ in 
Karachi’s Sky Tower, Clifton. Embodying 
the Jazz identity, this state-of-the-art office 

boasts an innovative design with spaces geared to-
wards providing a healthier workplace. Employees 
have access to options ranging from wellness 
rooms, a fully operational gym, playful elements, 
sit-stands, and ergonomic seating. The office further 
encourages teamwork and collaboration, with 
spaces fully-equipped to cater to virtual team col-
laborations, a critical part of  the digital workplace 
strategy. 

“The Jazz Digital House in Karachi caters to 
the rapidly changing workplace dynamics in line 
with our commitment to provide a healthy working 
environment. Through this next-generation work-
place, Jazz wishes to inspire creativity and em-
power people to consistently deliver beyond expec-
tations. This new inspiring and uplifting workplace 
also promotes continuous learning, nurtures well-
ness, fosters creativity, co-creation, and innova-
tion,” said Jazz CEO Aamir Ibrahim. 

Jazz believes that sustainable, equitable progress 
must include the inclusion of  persons with disabil-
ities. The Digital House has special design modifi-
cations to ensure accessibility, complementing the 
organization’s vision to protect and promote the 

rights of  differently-abled persons. 
Jazz is recognized as an employer of  choice be-

cause it enables a conducive work culture encour-
aging greater work-life balance and flexibility, es-
pecially for working mothers. At Jazz, wellness is 
central to ensuring productive, energized employees 
who relentlessly help achieve organizational goals 
and focus on personal development. Apart from a 
vast array of  competitive programs like Jazz Fit in-
troduce a holistic employee wellness program, 
rooted in the SEMP model: Social, Emotional, 
Mental, and Physical well-being.  

Meanwhile, National Incubation Center (NIC) 
has opened applications for its 9th Cohort and the 
first ever 6 Month Fast-Track Incubation Program 
to induct a new batch of  innovative startups, look-
ing to build capacity and scale up.  

Open for all Pakistani nationals, this hybrid pro-
gram will take select startups through an acceler-
ated journey towards achieving growth. Startups 
can also become part of  the Jazz xlr8 program - 
Pakistan’s leading startup accelerator that has on-
boarded over 25 startups since launch. Jazz xlr8 
provides mentorship and access to data and ana-
lytics, digital and performance marketing support, 
cutting edge Xperience Hub and over $1.3 Million 
in startup credits from top technology companies 

across the world. Every year, Jazz xlr8 also sends 
startups to the 4YFN at the sidelines of  the Mobile 
World Congress in Barcelona, under VEON’s flag-
ship Make Your Mark program. 

Once a startup reaches the growth stage, it will 
be given the opportunity to pitch to a network of  in-
vestors including NIC’s Investors Community with 
over 60 active investors across regions, along with 
mentorship and market linkages, insights on growth 
hacking and performance marketing from industry 
experts and serial entrepreneurs. They will also be 
a part of  a vibrant and growing startup community-
the NICSC (NIC’s Startup Community) and have 

the opportunity to learn from Unicorn founders 
across Pakistan and abroad.   

As the startup ecosystem in Pakistan is matur-
ing and several avenues are yet to be tapped, there 
is great potential for innovative founders to dis-
rupt. Health-tech, Ed-tech, Agri-tech, E-Commerce 
and Fin-tech are some prominent verticals among 
others that offer a sizable opportunity for startups.  

The NIC was launched under the public – pri-
vate partnership of  Ministry of  Information Tech-
nology and Telecom (MOITT), Ignite, Jazz and 
Teamup. It has so far incubated 187 startups out of  
which 78 have graduated, generating PKR 1.23 
Billion+ in revenue and raising investment in excess 
of  PKR 879 Million. n
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Jazz is recognized as an 
employer of choice because it 

enables a conducive work 
culture encouraging greater 

work-life balance and 
flexibility, especially for 

working mothers

State-of-the-art Jazz Digital 
House Karachi inaugurated

Jazz CEO Aamir Ibrahim said the Jazz Digital House in Karachi caters to the rapidly 
changing workplace dynamics in line with our commitment to provide a healthy 
working environment. This new inspiring and uplifting workplace also promotes 
continuous learning, nurtures wellness, fosters creativity, co-creation, and innovation
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S
pecial Assistant to Prime Minister (SAPM) 
on Poverty Alleviation & Social Protec-
tion/Chairperson, Dr. Sania Nishtar visited 
to National Telecommunication Corpora-

tion (NTC) Headquarters, Islamabad recently.  
Managing Director NTC, Brig. (R) Viqar Rashid 

Khan and NTC senior officers warmly welcomed the 
honorable guest at NTC HQs. MD NTC, Brig (R) 
Viqar Rashid Khan briefed and apprised the honor-

able SAPM about the performance and achieve-
ments of  NTC. Dr. Sania Nishtar visited the Na-
tional Data Center at NTC HQs and appreciated the 
performance of  NTC and establishment of  the cloud 
based Tier-III, ISO 27001 certified National Data 
Center (NDC). 

While speaking on this occasion, Dr. Sania 
Nishtar, SAPM/Chairperson BISP, expressed her 

views on Ehsaas Programme launched by the gov-
ernment is the biggest programme ever launched in 
Pakistan to uplift marginalized people. Further, BISP 
is moving swiftly on a dynamic digital social ecosys-
tem for facilitating the deserved citizens of  Pakistan. 
Use of technology has increased transparency and the 
effectiveness of the program launched by government 
to eradicate the poverty.  

The SAPM praised NTC support for providing the 
necessary connectivity and data center facilities for ini-
tiatives taken by Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety 
Division and the BISP. The SAPM also congratulated 
MD NTC Brig (R) Viqar Rashid Khan and NTC 
management for phenomenal development of  IT & 
Telecom infrastructure and facilitating the public sec-
tor with state-of-the-art technologies n 
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Dr Sania Nishtar praises NTC 
for providing connectivity & 
data center facilities to humanity 
initiatives

The SAPM praised NTC support for providing the necessary connectivity and data 
center facilities for initiatives taken by Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety Division 
and the BISP. The SAPM also congratulated MD NTC Brig (R) Viqar Rashid Khan and 
NTC management for phenomenal development of IT & Telecom infrastructure and 
facilitating the public sector with state-of-the-art technologies
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S
ocial networking giant Facebook agreed to 
share its data with FIA Cyber Crime Wing 
to investigate and eradicate cybercrime. 
FIA Cyber Crime Wing officials held a 

webinar meeting with the Facebook administration 
during which they agreed on cyber data sharing as 
well as steps to ensure the cyber security of  social 
media users in Pakistan. Consumer awareness of  
cybercrime was also discussed. 

In this regard, Facebook administration has 
signed an agreement with the cybercrime wing of  
the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) of  Pak-
istan to share the data with Pakistani authorities in 
a bid to secure the electronic horizon and curb the 
leeway cyber criminals enjoyed. 

The team of  technical experts with the social 
network also concurred with Pakistan’s aspiration 
for expediting cybercrime investigations. 

The investigation watchdog will now have an 
access to data from the social networking site in or-
der to expand its investigations in the cybercrime 
cases. 

Earlier, the cybercrime wing of  FIA had its 
limits as the global e-social site had not allowed it 
access to the information into its data due to which 
many cases could not be proceed or disposed of. 

Facebook has now agreed to Pakistan’s requests 
and has asked the authorities in the cybercrime 
wing to delegate a focal person to contact FB for 
data request. 

The focal person will request information from 
FB in the cases of  cyber crimes against women and 
children. It has also expressed inclination towards 
expanding the data-sharing pact to curb cyber 
crimes in the future. 

Facebook had removed more than 700 Face-
book accounts, groups, pages and Instagram ac-
counts that were part of  a Pakistani network of  
"coordinated inauthentic behaviour", the company 
said in a monthly report. 

In all, the company removed more than 800 
Facebook and Instagram accounts, pages and 
groups in August, its report on coordinated inau-
thentic behaviour revealed. 

This included two other networks: one based in 
Russia and focusing on the US, UK, Algeria and 
Egypt; and one based in the US and focused on 
Venezuela, Mexico and Bolivia. 

The largest network was based in Pakistan and 
consisted of  453 Facebook accounts, 103 pages, 78 
groups and 107 Instagram accounts, the report 
said. 

"The vast majority of  the accounts, pages and 
groups engaged in coordinated reporting of  con-
tent and people that were critical of  Pakistan's 
government or supportive of  India, and some en-
gaged in spam," Facebook said. 

The social media giant describes "coordinated 
inauthentic behaviour" as "coordinated efforts to 
manipulate public debate for a strategic goal where 
fake accounts are central to the operation". 

In April 2019, the social media company re-
moved 103 accounts in a similar purge it says was 
linked to employees of  the Pakistani military's 
public relations arm. 

Facebook shared details of  the network with 
the Stanford Internet Observatory (SIO) Cyber 
Policy Centre days before taking down the pages. 

"The network encouraged users to mass-report 
accounts that were critical of  Islam and the Pak-
istani government, and in some cases accounts 
that were part of  the Ahmadi religious commu-
nity," said a report released by the SIO. 

"The network also had messaging praising the 
Pakistani military, along with some Indian military 
fan pages and groups of  unclear purpose." 

The SIO said the current network's activity, 
while troubling, was not as "sophisticated nor as 
high quality" as the 2019 takedown. 

The network encouraged members of  its groups 
to use an extension to Google's Chrome browser 
developed for the purpose of  automating the re-
porting of  content on Facebook and its associated 
platforms. 

The creator of  the extension stated on Face-
book that he made the tool to be used against "ac-
counts like anti-Islamic, anti-Pakistani or even 
groups and pages which is a great threat on social 
media". 

The aim of  the network appeared primarily to 
be to silence critics of  Pakistan's government and 
armed forces, as well as certain forms of  religious 
expression. 

Many of  the pages and groups that were part of  
the network, in addition to calling on users to re-
port content, also posted content "praising the In-
ter-Services Intelligence (ISI, Pakistan's intelli-
gence agency) and ruling Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf  
(PTI) party", Stanford's report said. 

Many of  the Instagram accounts appeared to 

primarily have been removed because they were be-
ing operated from Pakistan while being claiming to 
represent Indian nationals. 

In total, the reach of  the network was signifi-
cant, Facebook said, with about 70,000 accounts 
following one or more of  the pages, about 1.1 mil-
lion members and 11,000 followers on Instagram. 

There are over 290 million Facebook users in 
India alone, making it the leading country in terms 
of  Facebook audience size. To put this into con-
text, if  India’s Facebook audience were a country 
then it would be ranked fourth in terms of  largest 
population worldwide. Apart from India, there are 
several other markets with more than 100 million 
Facebook users each: The United States 190 mil-
lion, Indonesia 140 million, Brazil 130 million and 
Pakistan 38 million Facebook users respectively. 

With more than 2.6 billion monthly active 
users, Facebook is the most popular social net-
work worldwide. With an audience of  this scale, it 
is no surprise that the vast majority of  Facebook’s 
revenue is generated through advertising. Further-
more, over 90 percent of  Facebook ad revenues are 
coming in via mobile. This correlates with recent 
data regarding the device usage of  Facebook users: 
As of  January 2020, it was found that 98 percent 
of  active Facebook user accounts accessed the plat-
form via mobile phone. n 
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Facebook has now agreed to 
Pakistan’s requests and has 
asked the authorities in the 

cybercrime wing to delegate a 
focal person to contact FB for 

data request

Facebook & FIA sign 
MoU to share data in a 
bid to curb cybercrime 

FIA Cyber Crime Wing officials held a webinar meeting 
with the Facebook administration during which they 
agreed on cyber data sharing as well as steps to ensure 
the cyber security of social media users in Pakistan. 
Consumer awareness of cybercrime was also discussed
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T
he global financial industry is under the 
spotlight again after a cache of  leaked doc-
uments show years of  transactions handled 
by the world’s largest banks linked to money 

laundering, corruption and fraud. Six Pakistani banks 
have been named in an investigation on the role global 
banks play in money laundering by Buzzfeed News 
and the International Consortium of  Investigative 
Journalists (ICIJ), for 29 suspicious transactions close 
to $2.5 million. 

The banks named are Allied Bank, United Bank 
(UBL), Habib Metropolitan Bank, Bank Alfalah, 
Standard Chartered Bank Pakistan, and Habib Bank 
(HBL). All the suspicious transactions took place in 
2011 and 2012.  

Buzzfeed News had shared with ICIJ more than 
2,100 suspicious activity reports, or SARs, filed by 
global banks to the U.S. Treasury Department’s in-
telligence unit, the Financial Crimes Enforcement 
Network, known as FinCEN.  

According to the investigation, global banks 
moved more than $2 trillion between 1999 and 2017 
in suspicious payments, and flagged bank clients in 
more than 170 countries who were identified as being 
involved in potentially illicit transactions.  

Banks file SARs when they believe a client is us-
ing services for potential criminal activity, though the 

filing in itself  does not require a bank to stop doing 
business with a client.  

According to the data revealed by ICIJ, 29 such 
suspicious transactions to and from Pakistan were 
flagged. Of  those, the ‘received’ transactions 
amounted to $1,942,560, while the ‘sent’ transaction 
was $452,000. 

Allied Bank had 12 suspicious transactions 
flagged, receiving $1,001170; UBL had eight trans-
actions flagged, receiving $399,620; Habib Metro had 
two transactions flagged, receiving $74,980; Bank Al-
falah had three transactions flagged, receiving $99,480 
and sending $452,000; Standard Chartered had four 
transactions flagged, receiving $199,860; and HBL 
had one transaction flagged, receiving $167,450.  

Out of  the 29 transactions, Standard Chartered 
filed 28 SARs with FinCEN, while The Bank of New 
York Mellon Corp., filed one. All of these transactions 
took place between September and December 2012, 
except for one transaction that took place in Novem-
ber 2011. 

Hundreds of  millions of  dollars of  Russian and 
Ukrainian money passed through ING Bank Slaski 
SA, Poland’s Gazeta Wyborcza newspaper wrote on 
Sunday. Funds were wired through the unit to tax 
havens such as Cyprus until at least 2016.  

The ICIJ report noted that JPMorgan moved 

more than $1 billion for the fugitive financier behind 
Malaysia’s 1MDB scandal, based on records. The 
bank also processed payments for Paul Manafort, the 
former campaign manager for President Donald 
Trump, after he resigned from the campaign amid 
money laundering and corruption allegations from his 
work with a pro-Russian political party in Ukraine, ac-
cording to the investigation. 

What’s at issue? 
Banks are required to file Suspicious Activity Re-

ports, or SARs, with the U.S. government within 30 
or 60 days of  learning of  a questionable transaction. 
The reports aren’t necessarily indicative of  criminal 
conduct or other wrongdoing but reflect compliance 
officers’ concerns.  

Fines levied against HSBC and Standard Char-
tered in 2012 spurred a spike in suspicious activity re-
ports, from about 60,000 that year to more than 2 mil-
lion annually in recent years. Authorities follow up 
with banks on about 4% of the reports, according to 
a 2018 survey of  the biggest lenders in the U.S. 

Banks’ response 
Lenders have stressed that the leaked reports show 

their screening and monitoring systems are working 
as intended.  

“We report suspicious activity to the government 
so that law enforcement can combat financial crime,” 
JPMorgan said in a statement. “We have played a 
leadership role in anti-money laundering reform that 
will modernize how the government and law en-
forcement combat money laundering, terrorism fi-
nancing and other financial crimes.” 

“The issues have already been investigated and led 
to regulatory resolutions in which the bank’s cooper-
ation and remediation was publicly recognized,” ac-
cording to Deutsche Bank. 

Market impact 
HSBC’s shares reached a 25-year low on Monday. 

Standard Chartered fell 5% in London trading, while 
Barclays and Deutsche Bank shares declined more 
than 8% as investors digested the report and also wor-
ried about tighter virus restrictions.  

Still, some analysts said the report’s lasting impact 
on the sector may be relatively muted.  

“A fair amount of  what these files reveal covers 
known issues,” said Joseph Dickerson, an analyst at 

Jefferies. “It is too early to make a call on what the 
outcome of publishing this will be but it is hard to see 
how this data could be construed as ‘new news’ to 
banking regulators. It is therefore hard to see direct 
material financial consequences for banks such as 
Standard Chartered and HSBC at this time.” n

According to the 
investigation, global banks 

moved more than $2 trillion 
between 1999 and 2017 in 
suspicious payments, and 

flagged bank clients in more 
than 170 countries who were 

identified as being involved in 
potentially illicit transactions

FinCEN leak named 
top Pakistani banks 
involved in money 
laundering

The banks named are Allied Bank, United Bank (UBL), 
Habib Metropolitan Bank, Bank Alfalah, Standard 
Chartered Bank Pakistan, and Habib Bank (HBL). All the 
suspicious transactions took place in 2011 and 2012
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P
akistan on reopened the Kartarpur Corridor 
after it was temporarily closed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but no Indian pil-
grim visited the Gurdwara Darbar Sahib. 

India temporarily suspended the pilgrimage and 
registration for the Kartarpur Sahib Gurdwara in 
Pakistan on March 16 in view of  the coronavirus 
outbreak. 

Ministry of  Religious Affairs issued a notifica-
tion, allowing Indian visitors to come daily from 
dawn to dusk. 

Indian Ministry of  External Affairs (MEA) offi-
cials said that the movement of  the pilgrims through 
the corridor had been suspended because of  the 
coronavirus outbreak. 

“We remain in touch with all concerned author-
ities, including ministries of  home affairs and health 
and family welfare. A decision on reopening of  the 
corridor would be taken in accordance with the 
Covid protocol and easing of  restrictions,” MEA 
spokesperson Anurag Srivastava said. 

Indian visitors are welcome to visit daily from 
dawn to dusk as per a bilateral agreement made in 
2019 between India and Pakistan. They have, how-
ever, been requested to comply with precautionary 
measures for COVID-19. 

Local visitors will also be able to visit from dawn 
to dusk every day, subject to the observance of  

COVID-19 safety protocols. 
Visits to Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in Kartarpur 

had been suspended for Sikh pilgrims in March by 
Pakistan as the country battled the coronavirus pan-
demic. 

It was reopened briefly in June to commemorate 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh's death anniversary, but India 
rejected Pakistan's offer and refused to open the cor-
ridor on its side. 

The first Guru of  Sikhism, Baba Guru Nanak 
Sahib, had spent the last 18 years of  his life in Kar-
tarpur, a town located in Punjab province's Narowal 
district. For millions of  Sikhs around the world, it is 
one of  their holiest places. 

When Pakistan was carved out of  colonial India 
at independence from Britain in 1947, Kartarpur 
ended up on the western side of  the border — 
though most of  the region's Sikhs remained on the 
other side. 

For them, Kartarpur Sahib is tantalisingly close 
— just four kilometres inside Pakistan; so near that 
Indian Sikhs have been known to stand on the other 
side and simply gaze across the divide at the site. 

Decades of  enmity between India and Pakistan 
left extreme restrictions on their ability to visit the 
site, until November 10, 2019, when Prime Minister 
Imran Khan formally inaugurated the corridor. 

Meanwhile, Kartarpur Sahib Corridor is a 4.7 

kilometre-long passage, which was inaugurated last 
year between Dera Baba Nanak Sahib in Gurdaspur 
and Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in Pakistan's Kartarpur. 

Earlier, Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi said Pakistan was reopening the Kartarpur 
Sahib Corridor for all Sikh pilgrims. "I convey to the 
Indian side our readiness to reopen the corridor on 
29 June 2020, the occasion of  the death anniversary 
of  Maharaja Ranjeet Singh," he said. 

The Shiromani Gurdwara Prabhandak Commit-
tee (SGPC) has demanded that the government of  
India should reopen Kartarpur Sahib Corridor for 
yatris. 

Even the UN chief  Antonio Guterres visited the 
community kitchen (langar) at the gurdwara, where 
he was served a traditional meal of  rice and lentils. 
The kitchen caters to all Sikh pilgrims visiting the re-
ligious place, providing them free meals as per the 
Sikh tradition. 

Last year, the UN chief  welcomed the opening of  
the Kartarpur Corridor between India and Pakistan 
and said that it paved the way for interfaith har-
mony and understanding. 

A spokesperson for the Secretary-General took to 
Twitter and said, “We welcome #Pakistan and #In-
dia opening #KartarpurCorridor today connecting 
two key Sikh pilgrimage sites, paving way for inter-
faith harmony and understanding by facilitating visa-
free cross border visits by pilgrims to holy shrines”. 

The Kartarpur Corridor links Dera Baba Sahib in 
Gurdaspur in India and Gurdwara Kartarpur Sahib 
in Pakistan. It was opened on November 9 in a his-
toric people-to-people initiative between the two 
countries. 

According to the agreement between Pakistan 
and India, 5,000 pilgrims from India can visit the 
shrine daily and the number can be increased in fu-
ture. 

The requirement of  passport and the USD 20 
service fee have been waived and for last year in 
November by Pakistan. 

Guru Nanak Dev spent the last 18 years of  his 
life at Kartarpur Sahib, which has now become the 
world’s largest Sikh Gurdwara. n
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Kartarpur Corridor 
reopened to welcome 
Indian visitors

Indian visitors are welcome to visit daily from dawn to 
dusk as per a bilateral agreement made in 2019 between 
India and Pakistan. They have, however, been requested 
to comply with precautionary measures for COVID-19
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Visits to Gurdwara Darbar 
Sahib in Kartarpur had been 
suspended for Sikh pilgrims 
in March by Pakistan as the 

country battled the 
coronavirus pandemic
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I
t is something that is customary that the soci-
eties used to have their classical cultural heritage. 
Over the span of  time this heritage sometimes 
get depleted, replaced or remodeled no culture is 

exception to it. In our Pakistani culture which had 
earlier been a blend of 
Hindu’s Sikh, Parsi and 
Muslim culture got 
started getting shat-
tered into various cul-
tural identities like 
Muslim culture, Hindu 
culture, Sikh culture 
and the like. Alterna-
tors were the people 
who used to go out of  
their habitat at just in 
some other culture 
once again come back and started following the in-
sertion of  elements of  new culture lessened into the 
traditional persistence culture.  

Commonly seen are the change in the language, 
dialects even moving within the country but those 
who go abroad they carry with them the slangs of the 
language culture where they had been livening. It 
poses the problems of  orientation and acceptability 
for the natives of  the land as the native of  the second 
culture, talk share and speak differently. It also gives 
rise to a mix language which carries words of  two 
three or more languages and erroneous use of  the 
words give them the status of acceptability. In our cul-
ture a wider majority especially the illiterates have 
been going out adjusting at an alien place and learn-
ing the language to the capability not exactly accept-
able to the natives. Matinee show, cocktail party, 
lunch, brunch, hi-tea is borrowed term for our Pak-
istani culture understood and practice differently.  

The advancement of  technology is another factor 
which has brought about tremendous change in the 
acceptability of  new and modern gadgets with differ-
ent named which were not in the understanding of 
the common people. The advancement of technology 
at the first level brought an innovation in the existing 
processes but put the people on the curbing end to 
learn. New things put them on the ebb to feel as if  
they are illiterates. They feel depressed, frustrated and 

sometime feel not to undertake the technological pur-
suits out of  their hesitation. 

We have been using electricity provided by the 
government agency over a long span of  time cause 
may be ignorance which developed the tolerance for 
the installation of  electricity connection.  

Now people have started thinking and managing 
to sell electricity to the government by solar produc-
tion. This have given rise to the concept uninterrupted 
power flow to the house hold. On the one end tech-
nology has stretched the people to follow new 
processes and procedure alongside the recessive atti-
tude to ones against switch over to the practices they 
have left for good.  

The good example that may be put forth the use 
of  utensils which were earliest made by copper and 
brass and in cotted to be used for cooking but it could 
not sustained even over a century those utensils were 
changed by the German silver and steel utensils’. We 
did use melamine utensils for sharing and eating food 
but now this use is also coming to an end. Reason is 

being the eruption of  stomach and colon problems 
due to the development of  unwanted compounds. It 
is the expert opinion that the food which in cooked on 
low flame not only retains taste but the multi vita-
mins and the necessary ingredients of  the food. Ter-
racotta utensils are becoming a fashion of  the day 
on the basis of  the technical and the expert reasons.  

Development of  technology gave birth to fast 
cooking food easy in serving and having but because 
of  its hard characteristics this food is advised to be 
taken out of  the routine practices of  a common cit-

izen. Green food was advised to be used by the nu-
trition experts but the agriculturists have been using 
fertilizer’s in place of  manures. 

Folk culture of  the town had been the significant 
identity of  cultural clans. This culture turned into 
the pop which did not sustain for long, the indige-
nous sports, handicrafts preparation of  dishes, 
preparation of  special occasion attire had been a 
joint venture now in the name of  event management 
have been undertaken by few having resources in 
their hands, This has given birth to the wastage of  
dress meals and other comodifications. In our com-
munity life special type of  bread baking for the bulk 
of  men at the time of   death and the ceremonies 
were the specialty of  the women, the trained ladies 
cook the food in bulk. It has come to an end  

Dowry for the parents had been curse but at 
some what compensation was made by the bride be-
cause of  being apt in domestic and classical cultural 
stitching and knitting and finishing tasks. It is worth 
in mentioning that raising with the Hindu’s the con-
cept of  the barat and other rituals become the prac-
tice of  the town though not present in the Islamic 
culture,  

Earlier the architecture was so nice to enable 
construction of  buildings not only in north south di-
rection but amply adquate for cross ventilation. It 
was due to a blend of  baked and unbaked bircks 
used. Now use of  unbaked bricks are becoming cus-
tomary. There were certain leisure time activities 
which were at the one place serving for the utility 
and financial curtailment of  the expenses. Women 
use to welcome the pots made of  Jungle weeds 
which had been used for keeping the bread hot in 
the name of  chabas chikos chuj etc. There have to-
tally been weeded out of  our culture for which it’s 
dire need is felt those may be used as when needed 
because these save from contamination and un-
necessary wastage of  the food. 

Now western countries adopted our classical 
culture in name of  organic food, pink Himalayan 
salt, terracotta pots and Jiggery in place of  sugar, 
classical music. We have switched over to western 
culture and will be once again back to our classical 
culture because of  unhealthy effects of  western 
adopted culture. n 

We have been using 
electricity provided by the 
government agency over a 

long span of time cause may 
be ignorance which 

developed the tolerance for 
the installation of 

electricity connection

It is the expert opinion that the food which in cooked on low flame not only 
retains taste but the multi vitamins and the necessary ingredients of the food. 
Terracotta utensils are becoming a fashion of the day on the basis of the 
technical and the expert reasons.

Diminishing classical culture
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E
conomic Coordination Committee (ECC) 
of  the Federal Cabinet presided by Ad-
viser to Prime Minister on Finance and 
Revenue Dr Abdul Hafeez Shaikh has de-

cided to pass the burden of  Rs 78 billion to re-gasi-
fied liquefied natural gas (RLNG) consumers for 
the imported gas that was used by domestic and 
commercial sectors in the last two winter seasons of  
2018-19 and 2019-20. 

However, OGRA will appoint the auditor to as-
certain whether Rs 78 billion cost incurred on im-
ported product is right or not that was used by the 
domestic consumers of  Sui Northern Gas Private 
Limited (SNGPL) in the last two winter seasons. 

SNGPL worked out diversion of  the volume of  
RLNG to the domestic and commercial consumers 
in last two winter seasons of  2018-19 and 2019-20. 
In the month of  December 2018, 209mmcfd RLNG 
is diverted to domestic and commercial sectors, in 
January 2019, 367mmcfd, in February 2019, 
324mmcfd and in March 2019, 186mmcfd RLNG 
was diverted. And for 2019-20, the said gas company 
diverted the 138mmcfd RLNG to domestic and com-
mercial consumers in month of  November 2019, 
and in December 2019, 266mmcfd RLNG is di-
verted, in January 2020, 472mmcfd, in February 
2020, 386mmcfd and in March 2020, 130mmcfd 
RLNG. 

As per the plan, in the month of  November, the 
RLNG of  150mmcfd will be diverted to the com-
mercial and domestic sectors, which will surge up to 
300-400mmcfd in the month of  December, 2020. 
However, a huge spike in RLNG usage by domestic 
and commercial sectors has been estimated at 
670mmcfd, which may increase up to 700mmcfd in 
the month of  January 2021. After January, the con-
sumption of  gas will start tumbling owing to which 
the usage of  RLNG will shrink to 70mmcfd in Feb-
ruary that will further dwindle to 15mmcfd in the 

month of  March. About the gas loadshedding in 
the winter season, the official said that CNG, fertil-
izers and industrial sectors will suffer the most as ma-
jor portion of  RLNG will be diverted to commercial 
and residential consumers of  Sui Northern. In the 
system of  Sui Northern, the gas deficit of  700-
1000mmcfd has been estimated while in the system 
of  Sui Southern, the shortfall will be hovering be-
tween 360-500mmcfd. 

To a question, the official said that Ogra cannot 
charge the cost of  RLNG from domestic consumers 
as their tariff  does not include the RLNG as gas 
product in the tariff. The RLNG is by definition a pe-
troleum product so the cost of  RLNG can be 
charged from RLNG consumers and more impor-
tantly, the cost of  RLNG is totally ring fenced so it 
cannot only be charged by not the commercial and 
domestic consumers. 

The recovery of  the huge amount of  Sui North-
ern from domestic consumers is not possible as the 
tariff  of  this category of  consumers is different and 
at lower side. However, the non-recovery of  a huge 
amount of  Rs78 billion has multiplied the financial 
miseries of  Sui Northern and because of  this very is-
sue, Sui Northern has defaulted the payments of  

Pakistan State Oil (PSO) and Pakistan LNG Limited 
(PLL). And because of  non-payment by Sui North-
ern, the PSO has already defaulted in payments of  
the international LNG supplies twice in the recent 
past. 

Meanwhile, the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) has asked the government to increase the 
prices of  gas and electricity for consumers in order 
to achieve the tax collection target set for the fiscal 
year. 

In a recent meeting with Pakistani officials, the 
global lender asked the authorities to decrease the 
circular debt and electricity losses. 

If  government goes ahead with the move then it 
would add an extra burden on people already suf-
fering due to the economic fallout of  the coron-
avirus pandemic. 

Earlier this month, Prime Minister Imran Khan 
had rejected a hike in petroleum products for the cur-
rent month to provide financial relief  to the masses 
amid high food inflation and heavy rains in the 
country which would incur a Rs17 billion revenue 
loss to the government 

The IMF also asked the government to allow 
the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority 
(Nepra) and Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority 
(Ogra) to decide the prices of  the essential prod-
ucts. 

It also urged the government to implement eco-
nomic and tax reforms and emphasised that tax col-
lection target for the first quarter (July-September) of 
the ongoing fiscal year must also be achieved. 

The IMF asked Pakistan to collect over Rs1,000 
billion in the form of  taxes during the said period. 

Last year, the global lender had approved $6 bil-
lion bailout package for Pakistan under the Extended 
Fund Facility (EFF) after the country agreed to en-
force flexible exchange rate, enhance taxes and end 
circular debt. n 

Gas consumers pay billions 
more for imported RLNG

SNGPL worked out diversion of the volume of RLNG to the domestic and commercial 
consumers in last two winter seasons of 2018-19 and 2019-20

International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) has asked the 

government to increase the 
prices of gas and electricity 
for consumers in order to 
achieve the tax collection 

target set for the fiscal year
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T
ara Group Pakistan is one of  the top rank-
ing Agri research based organization in 
Agriculture Sector of  Pakistan. Tara 
Group's Agro Division was founded in 

Oct. 2012, which is playing a pivotal role for the 
prosperity of  farming community and development 
of  the country at large. 

In recognition of  meritorious Services rendered 
by world reputed Agri. Scientists & Chairman Tara 
Group Pakistan, Dr. Khalid Hameed has been hon-
oured 4 Prestigious Awards within 18 months from 
Dr. Arif  Alvi, the President of  Pakistan. By achiev-
ing 4 Awards from the President of  Pakistan within 
a shortest period of  one & half  year, he has created 
a new history not only in Agro-Industrial Sectors but 
overall in Corporate Sector of  Pakistan. 

Dr. Khalid Hameed is the only Chief  Executive 
in Agro-Chemical Industry of  Pakistan, who has not 
only qualified PhD in Plant Protection with distinc-
tion from Imperial University of  Science & Tech-
nology London, but also developed and introduced 
a large number of  top quality, innovative and cost-ef-
fective Chemistry products to the farmers of  Asia 
Pacific for enhancing their productivity. 

Giving an Exclusive Interview to Monthly Flare 
Dr. Khalid Hameed stated that presently Tara 
Group comprises of  5 leading Companies:- 

1.Tara Imperial Industries (Pvt) Ltd. 2.   Tara 
Crop Sciences (Pvt.) Ltd. 3.   Imperial Crop Sciences 
(Pvt.) Ltd 4. Star Industries (Pvt.) Ltd. 5. Star Agro 
Sciences (Pvt.) Ltd. 

Defining Mission, Visoin and Core Values of  

Tara Group, Dr. Khalid Hameed told that Tara 
Group’s mission is to Improve the quality of   life of  
our customers & employees by delivering Quality 
Services & Innovative Solutions and our vision is to 
be a Trusted Leading Group in Agro Industry of   
Pakistan. (Strategic Goal: Rs.10 Billion Sale Volume 
Upto 31st December 2020.), while our Core Values 
are:- I.Integrity & Honesty - Delivering Commit-
ments. II.Quality Customer Services - Deliver the 
Quality Products & Services to enhance the pro-
ductivity of  our customers. III.Respect & Care - Lis-
tening to the feedback. IV.Excellence - Beating our 
own Standards of  Performance. III. Safety & Health 
- Being a Corporate Social Responsible Organiza-
tion, Tara Group ensures the health of  community 
& environment. n 

Renowned Agri. Scientist and the 
Chairman Tara Group Dr. Khalid 
Hameed has created a new history in 
Corporate Sector by achieving 4 
prestigious Awards within 18 months from 
Dr. Arif Alvi, the President of Pakistan 
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T
he Punjab government has not taken any 
initiative to promote education and readers 
whenever Sindh government established 
street libraries across the province. The first 

street library in Pakistan, with over 600 books on dif-
ferent subjects, was inaugurated in the Karachi last 
year. The idea of  setting up street libraries widely ap-
preciated the readers. The trend of  book reading 
among the students and public almost diminish due 
to easy and cheap excess of  social media like Google, 
Yahoo and many others websites. 

In the latest episode, Sindh Culture, Tourism, and 
Antiquities Department has launched a digital library 
portal to give free access to people from the around 
world to virtual editions of over 100 million books, re-
search journals, and periodicals having special focus 
on centuries-old history and civilization of  Sindh. 

Speaking at the recently held launching ceremony 
of the digital library, Sindh Culture Minister Syed Sar-
dar Ali Shah said that the library not just provided the 
digital versions of  all the books available with the 
Sindh Culture Department but also provided access to 
books and research journals available by different ac-
ademic and research institutions around the world. 

He said that under the barter system the open 
source database was used to allow the libraries and ac-
ademic institutions around the world to access the 
books available in the newly launched digital library 
of Sindh. The foreign libraries and institutions in turn 
give access to their digitally available books under 
the barter system as the user of  Sindh’s digital library 
is not required to leave its web portal to access these 
foreign books through the use of  Application Pro-
gramming Interface. The provincial Culture minister 
urged the private publishers in the country to show 
generosity to join the digital library programme by 

making available the digital versions of  their books 
free of  charge. 

He said that the Sindh Culture Department had 
established an institution of  language engineering 
while realizing the future needs that only printed ver-
sion would not be sufficient to preserve linguistic and 
literature records as for the purpose the digital tech-

nology had to be used. Up to 40 per cent books in the 
digital library are available in the PDF format while 
rest are available in text-based versions for easy ac-
cess and research. The digital library is based on 
Retina Ready web design so that there is no stress on 
the eyes after the prolonged sitting by the users. 

The digital library doesn’t require registration by 
the users while it could be accessed through all com-

puter gadgets including smart phones, laptops, per-
sonal computers, tablets, and iPad. 

The digital library also provides access to some 
of  the world’s biggest dictionary portals including 
the dictionary portal of  Sindhi Language Authority. 
It provides access to books in nine different lan-
guages including that in Sindhi, Urdu, and English. 

It is pertaining to mention here that in 2017, 
Punjab government had decided to establish 151 
digital, smart libraries across the province at an es-
timated cost of  Rs940 million but project doldrums 
due apathy of  officials. The project comprises three 
important targets. The first is to give access to infor-
mation to academic institutions, including colleges 
and universities. The second is to provide reading 
material to people through public libraries, at parks 
and through the programme’s mobile vehicle li-
braries. The third target is to preserve and give access 
to indigenous knowledge, which includes books, 
MPhil and PhD theses of  Pakistani scholars through 
a database. 

The e-resources available at the digital and smart 
libraries would give open access – anyone can access 
the material from anywhere through internet – to 
some of  the material available at the libraries. 

In July 2020, Through the remarkable initiative 
of  establishing e-libraries all across Punjab, taken by 
the Pakistan Information Technology Board (PITB), 
thousands of  individuals, primarily children, had 
access to 50,000 books, journals, lectures, seminars 
and the like—a facility thy have now been robbed of. 
20 libraries have been shut down indefinitely and 
staff  contracts terminated under the pretext of  dan-
gers posed by the pandemic. In a time where educa-
tional instruction is severely limited, curtailing more 
avenues for imparting knowledge is ill-advised. 

Targeting areas like Attock, Sargodha, Bhakar, 
Toba Tek Singh, Muzafargarh, Okara and more, 
which are void of  such services, e-libraries were a 
godsend for their citizens. With un-affordability be-
ing a major obstacle for obtaining knowledge, these 

e-libraries provided an avenue through which the 
gap between the rich and the poor could decrease. 
Around 60,000 students were given access to free of  
cost resources that were not available in their homes, 
schools or in public libraries. Now, they stand just as 
disadvantaged as they did before. Surely, projects 
that genuinely serve the interest of  the public good 
should not be discarded so quickly and decidedly. n 

44

S O C I A L     |    FLARE REPORT

Street libraries in a 
bid to foster love of 
reading

Sindh Culture, Tourism, and Antiquities Department has 
launched a digital library portal to give free access to 
people from the around world to virtual editions 
of over 100 million books, research journals, and period-
icals having special focus on centuries-old history and 
civilization of Sindh
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The trend of book reading 
among the students and 

public almost diminish due to 
easy and cheap excess of 
social media like Google, 
Yahoo and many others 

websites



I
n Pakistan, particularly in the major cities such 
as Lahore, Karachi, Quetta, Abbottabad, Mul-
tan, Larkana and Hyderabad, dog killing has 
become a serious issue. The incidents of  bitten 

by stray dogs has increased manifold and many peo-
ple including women, and children died. The dogs 
roam in the streets and chasing passersby even chase 
bike riders. People are scared to even step out of  their 
homes. About 50 to 60 affected people brought dif-
ferent hospitals every day. The number of  stray dogs 
is increasing day-by-day that has become a serious 
problem for the citizens. The government has been 
operating an anti-rabies campaign where it vacci-
nates and neuters stray dogs. Initially, it was running 
a culling campaign but that was stopped later. 

Dogs are the source of  99% of  human rabies 
deaths. Rabies is a neglected disease in Pakistan, al-
though the incidence of  dog bites in the country is 
very high. Most city hospitals didn’t have anti-rabies 
vaccine and anti-venom and if  the government did-
n’t realise the intensity of  the problem, public life 
could suffer serious harm. 

Rabies, a lethal disease, enters the human body 
at the time of  a dog bite. After entering the human 
body, the deadly virus travels toward the brain. Once 
it reaches the brain, it causes salivation and convul-
sions. 

Chief  Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar has taken 
notice of  incidents of  dog biting and directed the ad-
ministration in this regard but no progress made so 

far. So far rabies and dog bites appear to be the only 
justification offered by the government for initiating 
drives to shoot or poison dogs. But the question is, is 
this the real reason or are we just intolerant towards 
dogs and insensitive to how we treat them? The 
problem actually goes way beyond being cured by a 
simplistic approach of  
killing. First of  all, there is 
no data on the basis of  
which it is evident that 
there is a rabies epidemic 
that necessitates the killing 
of  dogs. Secondly, there is 
no coordination between 
government departments to 
identify the issues related 
to associated with the 
growing dog population. 
Finally, there is no real con-
viction to resolve the problems compassionately, in 
a humane way. 

Dog bite is not a trivial matter and masses should 
immediately undergo treatment in case of  canine in-
jury otherwise it could be injurious to health. This 
was stated by Livestock Deputy Director Dr 
Jamshaid Akhtar while talking to new agency. Dr 
Jamshaid observed that the dog bite could be dan-
gerous as sometimes the bite leads to rapid spread of 
rabies which was fatal. 

He suggested that dog bite victims should clean 

wounds and undergo immunization within a few 
hours after contact with a suspected rabid animal. 

Similarly, the victims should contact any profes-
sional medical practitioner only instead of  following 
different myths for dog bite treatment. South Punjab 
is backward region wherein people follow myths for 
treatment, he said adding that  local people should 
be more cautious about incidents of  dog bite. 

To a question about rabies, Dr Jamshaid in-
formed that rabies was a zoonotic disease (a disease 
that is transmitted to humans from animals) that 
was caused by a virus. "The disease infects domes-
tic and wild animals, and is spread to people through 
close contacts with infected saliva via bites or 
scratches. Dogs are the source of  99 percent of  hu-
man rabies deaths". 

About 2000 to 5000 persons died of  rabies an-
nually in the country, Dr Jamshaid lamented. He ex-
pressed concern that rabies was a neglected disease 
in the country, although the incidence of  dog bites 
were high in the country.   

In 2010, more than 97 000 recorded cases of  dog 
bites were reported by basic health units alone. 
Those managed by secondary and tertiary care fa-
cilities, private practitioners and spiritual healers 
and "hakims" are not recorded, he maintained. 

Research has revealed that most of  the popula-
tion is either unaware of  the risk of  rabies when bit-
ten by rabid dogs, or do not seek the right treatment 
for its prevention, he stated. 

To another question, he stated lack of  a surveil-
lance system, limited access to up-to-date rabies vac-
cines and immunoglobulin,  inadequate resources 
and political support, weak collaboration between 
different government departments and sectors.  

However, he also remarked that  WHO, in col-
laboration with provincial health authorities, was 
working to develop dog bite treatment centres to 
strengthen post-exposure prophylaxis. Plans have 
been  developed to involve other sectors, such as 
livestock authorities and veterinary research cen-
tres, in rabies control.   

Mass awareness on rabies transmission, pre-
vention and self-protection using cost-effective 
methods such as local government and commu-
nity communication structures, establishment of  
rabies treatment centres at each district head-
quarters hospital where health-care providers 
would be trained on management and treatment 
of  dog bites with anti-rabies vaccine. It was also 
ensuring the most cost-effective and efficacious 
anti-rabies vaccines in designated rabies treatment 
centres in all districts 

The work was also in progress for enactment 
and enforcement of  laws relating to vaccination of  
pet animals, such as dogs and cats, in order to 
lower rabies incidences. 

Similarly, the creation of  a mechanism to de-
crease stray dog population in districts through the 
use of  modern methods such as bait vaccination 

and dog elimination was 
in progress also. 

Dr Jamshaid also sug-
gested comprehensive sur-
veillance system to moni-
tor dog bites, and dog 
rabies  through the use of  
the existing death report-
ing system under local gov-
ernment structures. The 
Deputy Director further re-
marked that Livestock De-
partment (Jalalpur Pirwala) 

organized a special seminar to create awareness 
about rabies, on occasion of  World Rabies Day, here 
in  the city. The purpose of  marking the day was 
make people aware of  the deadly viral disease in hu-
mans and animals. There is need to sensitise general 
public about dog bite as many people termed it triv-
ial matter and ignore  authentic  treatment. Thus 
such careless human behaviour creates troubles. He 
suggested people to vaccinate their pet dogs against 
rabies. The seminar was attended by local people and 
officials of  the Livestock Department. n

Dogs are the source of 99% of 
human rabies deaths. Rabies 

is a neglected disease in 
Pakistan, although the 

incidence of dog bites in the 
country is very high

Stray dogs unleash a 
reign of terror

The dogs roam in the streets and chasing passersby even 
chase bike riders. People are scared to even step out of their 
homes. About 50 to 60 affected people brought different 
hospitals every day
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F
aletti's Hotel (Imperial Hotel Manage-
ment Services) has joined hands with 
Abdullah Developers for their new proj-
ect in Murree Galiyat. There soon going 

to open Faletti's Grand Murree Galiyat. 
On the MoU ceremony between Faletti's Ho-

tel (Imperial Hotel Management Services) and 
Abdullah Developers, Director Operations 

Faletti's Hotel Arshad B. Anjum said Faletti’s 
Grand a world of  perfection and bliss in the heart 
of  the green mountains. A dynamic hotel with a 
complete, luxurious lifestyle for you and your 
family! Enter a serene paradise of  classic ele-
gance where your days are greeted by beautiful 
views and your nights are welcomed by spectac-
ular sunsets. 

Imagine your room at a height of  8200 feet in 
a 4-star hotel in the Galiyat of  Murree, where you 
and your family are surrounded by nature, beauty 
and stylish living experience. Crafted to perfec-
tion, Faletti’s Grand is a classy project. It is what 
you have always hoped to find in one place. Lux-
ury, opportunity and functionality join hands to 
reach the ideal harmony. n 
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On the MoU ceremony between Faletti's Hotel (Imperial Hotel Management Services) 
and Abdullah Developers, Director Operations Faletti's Hotel Arshad B. Anjum said 
Faletti’s Grand a world of perfection and bliss in the heart of the green mountains
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M
en have the freedom to join any kind 
of  profession at any place but women 
are only allowed to join professions 
which are more related to their so-

cially defined gender roles. Women are offered low 
wage jobs, and they had to be dependent on men for 
even small problems. Women where no were in 
building and designing of  houses. Women social 
enterprise has now given the opportunity to women 
to participate directly in building their houses, to de-
sign them according to their needs and also make 
furniture of  their own choice without depending on 
men. 

The introduction of  new skills for women at-
tracted great resistance from the community, it has 
challenged the traditional gender roles of  women, 
men felt that women’s participation in development 
process will endanger their own jobs and position in 
the society and eventually demolish the patriarchal 
system. Gradually people have started accepting 
women’s new roles but it will take some time. 
Women are now working under an organization, un-
til their separation from that organization they have 
to make a position in the society, and develop a re-
lation of  trust so that they get work after their sepa-
ration from that organization. 

With the passage of  time these non-traditional 
professions will bring gender equality in the society, 

when the gender bias end in professions then auto-
matically people will realize that women are capable 
to do anything, eventually women will enter other 
fields. Their skills and economic power will improve 
their position and status in the society. Skills like, car-
pentry, masonry, plumbing etc help in ending gender 
division of  labour. If  people are given awareness 
about the outcome of  these initiatives and appro-

priate environment, facilities beside security is pro-
vided than these skills will be useful in the future. 
This will help for future utilization of  these skills 
than women become able to bring change in the so-
ciety and continue their job but without these their 
skills will go to waste. People adopted new profes-
sions. 

In the past all the tasks were done manually. 
Women have to carry wood fuel, fruits heavy baskets 
made from willow branches from the steep moun-
tains to their houses. They have to face harsh con-
ditions of  weather also. Women in Hunza have to 
look after their family’s needs, agricultural fields and 
the domesticated animals. Now with the help of  dif-
ferent skillful trainings learned from different na-
tional and international NGO’s women have started 
different ways of  earning income. They work in 
handicraft making cottage industries, honey bee 
keeping, and they sell dry fruits of  international 
standard to international market and earn enough in-
come to support their families and to spend on them-
selves. 

In Gilgit-Baltistan, preserving indigenous values 
and introducing contemporary living standards has 
been the key to the ongoing cultural development 
process. To encourage the participation of  women in 
local economic activities, a pilot activity to provide 
young women from poor households’ access to skills 
training and income opportunities began in 2003. 
CIQAM has since evolved into an effective vehicle to 
train women in topographic and building surveys, 
carpentry, design and drafting, plumbing and hos-
pitality. More than 150 young women have been 
trained and are gradually reducing gender inequality 
in the region. n
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Promoting women's economic 
empowerment

The introduction of new skills for women attracted great resistance from the 
community, it has challenged the traditional gender roles of women, men felt that 
women’s participation in development process will endanger their own jobs and 

position in the society and eventually demolish the patriarchal system.
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Now with the help of different 
skillful trainings learned from 

different national and 
international NGO’s women 

have started different ways of 
earning income



T
he ministry of  commerce has unveiled the 
policy to import new and old/used cars un-
der Import Policy Order, 2020. The min-
istry issued SRO 902(I)/2020 dated Sep-

tember 25, 2020 to notify the Import Policy Order, 
2020 and explain the policy to import motor vehicles 
under various schemes. 

The Import Policy Order 2020 laid down the 
procedure for import of  vehicles under the personal 
baggage, transfer of  residence and gift scheme. 

Pakistan nationals are eligible to import or gift a 
vehicle: 

Provided that students receiving remittance from 
Pakistan, non-earning members of  families of  the 
Pakistan national and those who have imported, 
gifted or received a vehicle during the last two years 
are not eligible. 

(2) Vehicles may be imported as personal baggage 
or on transfer of  residence or as gift. 

Conditions of  Import: 
(1) Vehicles more than five years old shall not be 

allowed to be imported under gift, personal baggage 
and transfer of  residence schemes, but this condition 
shall not apply to secondhand or used bullet proof  
vehicles, if  imported under these schemes: 

(2) Cars older than three years shall not be al-
lowed to be imported under gift, personal baggage 
and transfer of  residence schemes. 

Explanation: The age of  the vehicle shall be de-
termined from the 1st January of the year subsequent 
to the year of  manufacture till the date of  shipment 
as per bill of  lading. 

(3) Minimum stay abroad for import as personal 
baggage shall be 180 days within the last seven 
months preceding the date of  application. 

(4) Minimum stay abroad requirement for gifting 
a vehicle or importing under transfer of  residence 
shall be at least 700 days during the past three years. 

(5) A vehicle may be gifted only to a family mem-
ber normally resident in Pakistan. 

(6) All vehicles in new and used condition to be 
imported under transfer of  residence, personal bag-
gage or under gift scheme, the duty and taxes shall 
be paid out of  foreign exchange arranged by Pak-
istani themselves or local recipient supported by 
bank encashment certificate showing conversion of  
foreign remittance to local currency, as under: 

a) The remittance for payment of  duties and 
taxes shall originate from the account of  Pakistani 
national sending the vehicle from abroad; and 

b) The remittance shall either be received in the 
account of  the Pakistani national sending the vehi-
cle from abroad or, in case, his account is non-exis-
tent or inoperative, in the account of  his Family: 

Provided that in case the Pak rupee depreciates 
or government increases the import duties or taxes 
after receipt of  remittance and before filing of  the 
goods declaration, which results in shortfall of  re-
mitted amount against payable duties and taxes, the 
importer shall be allowed to meet the shortfall 
through local sources. 

(7) A motorcycle or scooter shall be allowed to be 
imported upon transfer of  residence, provided that 
there shall be no entitlement to import a vehicle and 
the same conditions shall apply mutatis mutandis, as 
are applicable to import of  a vehicle. 

(8) Agricultural tractors, bulldozers, laser land 
levelers and combined harvesters will also be al-
lowed under gift, baggage and transfer of  residence 
schemes subject to the same conditions as applicable 
for import of  vehicles. However, import thereof  un-
der gift scheme will be allowed once every year. 

(9) Vehicle imported by an overseas Pakistani 
under transfer of  residence scheme shall be released 
to the legal heir(s) in case of  his/her death. 

 
It is pertaining to mention here that the import of 

used and old cars witnessed sharp decline of  61 per-
cent during current fiscal year due to condition of  
payment of  duty and taxes through foreign exchange 
imposed by the government. 

The import of  used and old cars in Completely 
Built Unit (CBU) condition fell by 61 percent to 
$84.2 million during July –May 2019/2020 as com-

pared with $216.5 million in the corresponding pe-
riod of  the last year, according data released by Pak-
istan Bureau of  Statistics (PBS). 

The commercial import of  used or old cars is not 
allowed under prevailing laws of  the country. How-
ever, in order to facilitate expatriate Pakistanis the 
government allows incentives to bring cars into the 
country. The Federal Board of  Revenue (FBR) has 
allowed Pakistani nationals 
residing abroad including 
dual nationals can import 
old and used vehicles into 
Pakistan under these 
schemes: Personal Bag-
gage; Gift Scheme; and 
Transfer of  Residence. 

The cars not older than 
three years and other vehi-
cles not older than five 
years can be imported under these schemes, the FBR 
said. 

In the past these schemes were grossly misused 
and bulk of  imported cars brought into the country. 

However, the ministry of  commerce in February 
2019 amended Import Policy Order, 2016 and made 
it mandatory for clearance of  cars through foreign 
exchange, which should be certified by banks. 

Since then the clearance of  the cars has come to 
a standstill. Customs authorities said that a large 
number of  imported cars were at the port but im-
porter had failed to make payment as per procedure 
prescribed by the ministry of  commerce. 

However, later in a meeting of  Economic Coor-
dination Committee (ECC) decided to allow pay-
ment for duty and taxes for customs clearance of  im-

ported cars through local 
resources with condition 
that if  foreign exchange be-
comes short due to cur-
rency fluctuations or 
change in duty and tax 
rates. 

The overall import of  
CBU vehicles during first 
eleven months of  current 
fiscal year fell 48 percent. 

The import of  heavy vehicles including buses and 
trucks has declined by 27 percent. While import of  
CBU motorcycles fell by 71 percent. 

On the other hand the import of  cars as Com-
pletely Knocked Down (CKD) condition also fell by 
40 percent to $440 million during July – May 2019 
as compared with $736 million in the same period of 
the last fiscal year. n 

The Import Policy Order 2020 
laid down the procedure for 
import of vehicles under the 
personal baggage, transfer of 

residence and gift scheme

Govt unveils the 
policy to import new 
and used cars

All vehicles in new and used condition to be imported under 
transfer of residence, personal baggage or under gift scheme, 
the duty and taxes shall be paid out of foreign exchange 
arranged by Pakistani themselves or local recipient supported 
by bank encashment certificate showing conversion of foreign 
remittance to local currency
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 Islamabad: Pakistan 
Telecommunication Company 
Limited (PTCL) and Telenor 
Microfinance Bank Limited 
have signed an agreement for 
provision of  physical and Vir-
tual Data Center (VDC) Host-
ing Services bundled with 
industry’s leading Managed Se-
curity solution. 

Zarrar Hasham Khan, 
Chief  Business Services Offi-
cer, PTCL and Khurram Gul 
Agha, Chief  Information Offi-
cer & Operations Support, Te-
lenor Microfinance Bank, 
signed the agreement at a spe-
cial ceremony recently held at 
PTCL Zonal office in Karachi. 
Umar Farooqi, General Man-
ager, Digital Services Sales, 
PTCL, Javaid Sher Ali, Execu-
tive Director, IT Planning & 
Architecture, Telenor Microfi-
nance Bank and Nadeem Ash-
faq, Director Information 
Technology, Telenor Microfi-

nance Bank, were also present 
on the occasion, along with 
other senior officials. 

PTCL is providing Telenor 
Microfinance Bank with its 

state-of-the-art infrastructure 
and platform solutions that are 
equipped with latest technol-
ogy, managed security and 
DDoS filtering solution. 

During the signing cere-

mony, Zarrar Hasham Khan, 
Chief  Business Services Offi-
cer, PTCL, said, “We are 
pleased to sign an agreement 
with Telenor Microfinance 

Bank to support them in fulfill-
ing their business needs. PTCL, 
being a national company, is 
leading the digitization effort 
across the country to support 
the Prime Minister’s vision of  

a Digital Pakistan. Through 
such partnerships, PTCL con-
tinues to play its key role in the 
development of  telecom infra-
structure by providing innova-

tive and secure solutions to the 
corporate sector that will fur-
ther contribute towards the 
overall economic growth of  the 
country.” 

On the occasion, Khurram 

Gul Agha, Chief  Information 
Officer, Telenor Microfinance 
Bank, said, “In light of  the cur-
rent fast-paced banking activi-
ties specially through mobile 
and online platforms, regular 
upgrades to the security appa-
ratus are crucial. We are 
pleased to sign this agreement 
with PTCL as our trusted part-
ner for our Virtual Data Cen-
ters. Keeping our data secure is 
of  utmost significance and we 
believe in providing our cus-
tomers the best financial solu-
tions which can provide them 
with the peace of  mind re-
quired to fully embrace a digi-
tally enabled financial lifestyle. 
This partnership with PTCL is 
a step in the right direction 
given the scale and quality of  
services that we offer.” 

PTCL endeavours to pro-
vide best-in-class services to its 
corporate customers across var-
ious industries in Pakistan. n 
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Telenor Microfinance Bank, PTCL sign MoU on 
data center hosting services

 

Islamabad: Chairman Pakistan 
Telecommunications Authority (PTA) 
Major General (R) Amir Azeem Bajwa; 
Muhammad Naveed (Member Fi-
nance); Dr. Khawar Siddique Khokhar 
(Member Compliance & Enforcement) 
and other senior members of  PTA vis-
ited Jazz Digital Headquarters today. 
Jazz’s executive leadership team pre-
sented a detailed corporate overview, its 
commitment to 4G acceleration, espe-
cially in underserved areas.  

The overview also highlighted the 
work being done in the areas of  ed-tech, 
e-commerce, digital payments, afford-
able mobile technologies, Agri-tech, and 
the proliferation of  high-speed internet 
under the Universal Service Fund 
(USF) project. Additionally, the Chair-
man was also apprised of  Jazz’s PKR 
1.2 billion COVID-19 relief  package 
and how it was rolled out for benefit of  
the public.  

Chairman PTA appreciated Jazz’s 
role in providing internet access to rural 

and underserved areas of  the country. 
“Internet penetration has improved 
from 31 percent to over 40 percent with 

the cooperation of  all operators like 
Jazz,” said Chairman PTA. He was also 
briefed about Jazz’s efforts in improving 

start-up infrastructure in partnership 
with the National Incubation Centre. 
“We are exploring areas to ensure that 

the masses have safe and easy access to 
the benefits of  an increasingly digital 
world,” He further added. 

“By far the greatest power that con-
nectivity holds is the ability to instantly 
empower millions of  Pakistanis to break 
the socio-economic barriers in an in-
creasingly interconnected world. With-
out the Internet and telecom 
connectivity, our Covid-19 lockdown, 
and economic struggles would have 
been more pronounced. We are glad to 
find a digital advocate in PTA and hope 
to work closely to make Pakistan im-
prove its global ICT rankings,” said 
Aamir Ibrahim. 

As the country’s leading digital 
company serving 63 million cus-
tomers, Jazz is also a leading 4G oper-
ator - the largest internet and 
broadband service provider. Jazz 
works extensively towards a digitally 
progressive and inclusive Pakistan by 
extending its support in improving dig-
ital infrastructure, enhancing connec-
tivity, investing in digital skills and 
literacy, and promoting entrepreneur-
ship and innovation.  n 

Chairman PTA visits Jazz Digital Headquarters 
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Chief  Executive Officer 
(CEO) Blue World City 
Saad Nazir distributed gifts 
among the participants at 
the family gala held in 
Bahria Town, Lahore  re-
cently. Saad Nazir praised 
the participants in a special 
ceremony where a number 
of  guests were invited. Blue 
World City is a mega hous-
ing project by Blue Group 

of  Companies located in 
proximity to both 
Rawalpindi and Islamabad 
city. 

Blue World City man-
agement arranges a variety 
of  adventurous activities 
for the pleasure of  its mem-
bers including horseback 
riding, dirt bike riding, 
paragliding, parachuting 
and hiking, etc.n 

Blue World City hosts family gala to its members
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 Islamabad: The company 
signed orders totaling 260 MW 
in the final quarter of  FY20, 
adding to the 150 MW closed 
in the first three-quarters of  
FY20. Siemens Gamesa be-
comes one of  the leading play-
ers in the growing Pakistani 
renewable energy market. 

Siemens Gamesa has se-
cured a series of  orders for 
eight new wind farms in Pak-
istan during the company’s 
2020 fiscal year, totaling 410 
MW. These projects will posi-
tion the company as one of  the 
leading players in Pakistan’s 
nascent wind energy market. 

The central Asian country 
is rigorously building out 
electricity generating capac-
ity, battling power blackouts. 
Partnering with an Engineer-
ing, Procurement and Con-
struction (EPC) contractor, 
Siemens Gamesa will supply, 
install and commission a 
total of  205 units of  Siemens 
Gamesa 2.X turbines for 
eight projects with a com-
bined capacity of  410 MW*. 
Of  the eight wind farms 
package, two projects have 
already started construction, 
with commissioning ex-
pected in November 2020 
and February 2021 respec-
tively.n 

Siemens Gamesa 
secures a series of 

orders for eight new 
wind farms

Lahore: The leading 
smartphone brand, TECNO, 
has launched POVA, the ‘Real 
Gaming Phone’. POVA is fun-
damentally the gaming ver-
sion for the Pouvoir series 
having a monstrous processor 
of  G80.  and is now available 
at the online shopping store 
CubeOnline.pk for under 
PKR 25,000.   

With Helio G80 Gaming 
Processor, Octa-core proces-
sor, POVA supports Hyper-
Engine game technology, 
multi-core running points sur-
passing Qualcomm 710. Hy-
perEngine ensures your 
smartphone always keeps up 
with you. It features an intel-
ligent resource management 
engine that ensures sustained 
performance and longer game-
play. It also gives you a 
smoother, power-efficient, and 
intelligent game playing expe-

rience with dynamic manage-
ment of  CPU, GPU, and 
memory.  

POVA comes with a mon-

strous memory of  128GB + 
6GB. LPDDR4X high-speed 
memory allows you to 
smoothly run multiple tasks 
and widely improve game per-
formance. The highest ROM 
(128GB) gives you enough 
storage space without worries. 

(128GB ≈ 30000 photos, 
23000 pieces of  music, 300 
games, and 200 videos.)  

The gigantic 6000mAh 

Battery can standby for 30 
days. You could leave the 
phone playing music continu-
ously for 8 days, call time up 
to 64 hours, and playing game 
up to 20 hours nonstop. POVA 
also gives you a 3D Multilayer 
Graphite + Thermal Conduc-

tive Gel covering multiple 
components in the mobile 
phone, which improves charg-
ing efficiency and reduces 
charging temperature rise. 

Charging your POVA hav-
ing an 18W Dual IC Flash 
Charger for only 10 minutes 
gives you enough battery to 
play music for 20 hours 
straight. The System turbo sig-
nificantly improves Image 
Quality, phone performance, 
network, and power consump-
tion of  the phone. 

These remarkable specifi-
cations of  the new TECNO 
POVA leaves no doubt that it 
will beat all other smart-
phones that claim to be fast, 
making it the best choice for 
gaming and tech enthusiasts. 
It is going to be the ‘Real 
Gaming Phone’ and will be 
ruling the market for a long 
time!”n

Gaming beast TECNO POVA launched in Pakistan!

Islamabad: Zong has intro-
duced a specially customized 
connectivity offer for Zong 4G 
customers in Malakand Divi-
sion. Through the offer, Zong 
4G customers in the Malakand 
Division will be able to enjoy 
150 all-network minutes, 1,000 
MB data, and 1,000 SMSs for 
a week at the cost of  PKR 150 
only. 

The offer can be activated 
by dialing *595# or contacting 
the nearest retailer or Zong 4G 
franchise. Users of  the My 
Zong App (MZA) can also 
subscribe to the Malakand Di-
vision offer easily through the 
app under the new offers tab. 

“When we talk about con-
necting the unconnected and 
extending the advantages of  
the communications technol-
ogy to the masses, we take all 
measures to fulfill this prom-
ise,” said Zong spokesperson. 

“We have been at the fore-
front of  connecting and digi-
tizing Pakistan, and strongly 
believe that improved and af-
fordable connectivity and in-
ternet access can change lives 
for the better. The Malakand 
Division offer is an extension 
of  Zong’s relentless commit-
ment to millions of  Pakistanis 
across the length and breadth 
of  the country,” he added.n 

Zong 4G launches 
special offer for 

Malakand Division

OPPO Pakistan launches the sleekest F17 Pro
Lahore: OPPO launched 

the latest OPPO F17 Pro in a 
first-ever live game show in-
troducing fashionable technol-
ogy that makes life easier. The 
event consisted of  exciting 
games where Team VOOC 
headed by Asim Azhar and 
Team Design headed by Syra 
Yousaf  battled to win. Both 
the teams had the support of  
special crewmates Muneeb 
Butt and Saboor Aly along 
with other people rooting for 
the win of  their favourite 
team. 

The virtual game show 
launch was live-streamed on 
OPPO’s official Facebook and 
YouTube. The most-awaited 
event had exciting games lined 
up for both the teams along 

with the audience making 
them feel like a part of  the 

launch as they rooted for their 
favourite team in the com-
ments of  the live stream video. 
The event also allowed the 

viewers to win an OPPO F17 
Pro and experience the latest 

technology first-hand. 
“F Series has been de  -

 signed so that the trendsetting 
generation can attain a quality 

smartphone that suits both 
their life and personal sense of  
style, and with a sleek design 
that they won’t be afraid to 
enjoy outdoors, said George 
Long CEO of  OPPO Pak-
istan, AED. Designed based 
on research on consumers in 
Pakistan, F17 Pro ticks off  all 
the right boxes for a phone 
that boasts AI cameras to de-
liver breath-taking portrait 
photos, and the latest genera-
tion of  VOOC Flash Charging 
technology to ensure that your 
phone won’t hold your 
lifestyle back. F17 Pro meets 
the high expectations and the 
values that our trendsetting 
and ambitious users hold 
dearly in both form and 
style.”n

UPaisa cuts rates for Mobile Wallet to CNIC transactions
  Islamabad: To make ac-

cess to financial services 
easier and ensure conven-
ience of  customers, UPaisa 
reduced its charges for Mo-
bile Wallet to CNIC trans-
actions. Customers can now 
send in money anywhere 
across Pakistan at minimal 
rates without the need to 
step out of  their homes. 

UPaisa is the only com-
pany to offer such low rates 
on transactions above PKR 
2500. The revision in prices 
is applicable from October 
01, 2020 and will be avail-
able for all UPaisa wallet 
customers. The minimum 
transaction charge is PKR 
100 whereas the maximum 
rate is PKR 300.  

The whole process of  

transferring the money is 
fairly simple for customers 
to understand and follow. 
Customers can open a 
UPaisa wallet in 3 simple 
steps. All they have to do is 
to dial *786# from their 
Ufone SIM, enter CNIC is-
suance date after accepting 
terms and conditions and 
create MPIN upon receiv-
ing confirmation SMS.  

Customers can deposit 
funds from any bank ac-
count into their UPaisa wal-
let (under the name of  U 
Microfinance Bank in IBFT 
list). Additionally cus-
tomers can also 
receive/transfer money 
through agents located 
across the country through 
biometric verification. n
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Lahore: TECNO Mobile Pak-
istan, a globally acclaimed smart-
phone brand, is known to bring up 
innovative campaigns for its prod-
ucts. TECNO has recently launched 
its Hero phone Spark 6 – a mid-
range phone, and it’s much awaited 
sponsored short action film ‘Real 
Hero’. Once again it has successfully 
hooked the smartphone consumers 
with its record breaking 2020 sales 
graph shifting up by more than 45%.  

TECNO has made the fastest 
ramp-ups in the Pakistani smart-
phones market with this sale record. 
The main reason for the success of  
the Spark 6 campaign is the “Real 
Hero” short action film. Starring 
the pride of  performance award 
holder, Ali Zafar, the film gained 
profuse praise and appreciation 
from the audience. The film was 
premiered at the launch of  Spark 6 

and the sales prove how much love 
Spark 6 received from the fans. 

TECNO Spark 6 comes with 6 
upgraded features including G70 
processor, audio sharing and the 

amazing 2K Video Beauty feature. 
Other features include 16 MP Al 
quad back Camera + 8 MP Al 
Selfie camera, a remarkable 6.8'' 
HD dot –notch display and a spa-

cious memory (4+64GB).  
“TECNO is very grateful to its 

fans and customers for their con-
tinuous love and support. Receiv-
ing record breaking sales of  more 
than 45% in our third quarter are 
just beyond words.” General Man-
ager of  TECNO, Creek Ma said 
while expressing his gratitude, “ 
‘Real Hero’ was a great risk as this 
is the first time any smartphone 
brand sponsored a film in Pak-
istan, but we did it. It was an 
amazing experience to work with 
Ali Zafar and Asad ul Haq for this 
unique project and we are thrilled 
by the response of  our fans and 
customers.” 

TECNO has set bars very high 
for its competitors. Fans and cus-
tomers are now all waiting for what 
TECNO shall bring more for them 
in future.  n

TECNO’s 3rd quarter sales for 2020 hit successful 
increase with Spark 6

Islamabad: Salam Kissan- 
BDigital's objectively crafted 
campaign highlighting 
Sarsabz (Fatima Fertilizers) 
thoughtful na rrative to recog-
nize the farmers of  Pakistan, 
gets awarded as the "Best Dig-
ital Campaign" of  the year at 
Pakistan Digital Awards 2020. 

The beauty of  the cam-
paign lies in how it reached 
out to more than 9.9M people 
across multiple platforms (i.e. 
Facebook, YouTube, Twitter 
plus Instagram) & all seg-
ments of  society to evoke the 
sentiments of  gratitude for the 
farmers and reminded every-
one to stop for a moment to 
look around and realize the 

impact of  Kissan’s contribu-
tion to our everyday lives! 

A melodious song “Salam 
Kissan” was also released, 

sung in Ali Noor’s vocals and 
directed by Jami Moor & 

Saima Moor is undoubtedly a 
treat to everyone’s eyes & ears.  

Award was received by 
Mehvish Mumtaz & Zohaib 
Hisam from BDigital Pvt. Ltd. 
(a subsidiary of  the Blitz 
Group) & Haris Ahmed 
Khan, Senior Brand Manager, 
Sarsabz. 

“The campaign was aimed 
at elevating the status of  our 
real unsung heros, Kissans, by 

creating an at-
mosphere which increased 
focus on farmer/agriculture 
sector which is 18.9% contrib-
utor to our GDP & employs 
42.3% of  our labor force” 
stated Zohaib Hisam, Chief  
of  Digital Operations, BDigi-
tal Pvt. Ltd. 

Salam Kissan was the first 

step forward to fully utilize 
digital to pay gratitude whole-
heartedly by 1st time dedicat-
ing a day to the farmers of  
Pakistan 

While speaking on the suc-
cess of  Salam Kissan, 
Mehvish Mumtaz, Head of  
Client Relations, BDigital Pvt. 
Ltd. shared, “Brand’s purpose 
was to initiate a day on which 
farmer’s grievances & prob-
lems can be discussed on na-
tional level, to help make their 
solutions into polices that 
bring farmers prosperity in the 
longer run. Hats off  to all the 
team members from both 
brand & agency side for all 
their efforts!” n

Salam Kissan wins the ‘Best Digital Campaign’ award

Karachi: Bike hailing 
service, Bykea, has entered 
into an agreement with Na-
tional Institutional Facilita-
tion Technologies (NIFT), 
one of  the largest payment 
processors in Pakistan. 

The partnership aims to 
enable digital commerce 
payments (Mobile/Elec-
tronic Commerce Pay-
ments) through NIFT’s 
DFS platform under the 
brand name “NIFT ePay”. 
Through the development, 
customers will be able to 
make digital payments for 
online services and pur-
chases through the Bykea 
Platform. 

Both organizations have 
focused to promote digital 
transactions in the recent 
past while Bykea also em-
phasizes the comfort and 
convenience of  their cus-
tomers, resulting in its 
Bykea Cash initiative being 
appreciated and used regu-

larly by customers. 
NIFT ePay has estab-

lished an interoperable and 
secure digital commerce 
payment gateway that 
works with any bank ac-
count or wallet in Pakistan. 

This provides an opportu-
nity for the customers of  
Bykea to conduct e-com-
merce payments directly 

through their bank accounts 
or wallets in addition to the 
existing card-based transac-
tions. 

The agreement was 
signed by Haider Wahab, 
CEO – National Institu-

tional Facilitation Technolo-
gies (NIFT) and Muneeb 
Maayr, CEO – Bykea at 
the head office of  National 

Institutional Facilitation 
Technologies. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Muneeb Maayr, CEO 
Bykea, said, “The partner-
ship with NIFT brings us 
closer to providing seam-

less payment solutions for 
e-commerce users in Pak-
istan as leveraging the pay-
ment service operators 

and providers that today 
process payments for the 
entire financial institu-
tions’ ecosystem and 
opening their power up for 
SMEs is the way forward 
for a financially inclusive 
Pakistan.” 

Haider Wahab, CEO 
National Institutional Facil-
itation Technologies, said, 
“Bykea is a unique use 
case opening up digital 
payments and services to 
go live through the NIFT’s 
e-Payment Gateway and 
we are very excited to en-
able these use cases. This 
is exactly the vision that 
was behind National Insti-
tutional Facilitation Tech-
nologies ePay and it is very 
heartening to see its actual 
manifestation in the mar-
ket. We are working with 
different industries to en-
able different use cases 
which will follow this suc-
cess.”n

Bykea signs agreement for NIFT ePay for enabling digital payments
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