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prosperity in
2021 despite

of financial
crunch

Despite of internal and external debt increased manifold. The rise
in deficit financing and a hike in fuel and utility prices kept inflation
in double digits. On the contrary, Prime Minister Imran Khan said the
New Year will be a year of economic growth for Pakistan. The country
was already moving in the right direction with essential industries
increasing output but history tells us that stressful times are fertile for
market manipulation. Sugar and wheat crises have highlighted the
issue. The PTI government will need to be vigilant to not let anyone
play the market.

The role of international financial institutions and fast friends
of the country always help us in the tough times. For example, the
relief and stimulus package supported by emergency funding from the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank, Asian Development
Bank (ADB), China and Saudi Arabia lifted the spirit of battered
people and businesses. The culture of philanthropy and the networks
of community organisations also helped us wade through the rough
patch.

PM Imran Khan said his government is working to reduce the debt
burden of the country. In this direction, he said, a major milestone
has been achieved. He said the country’s current account has been in
surplus for the last five months for the first time in 17 years. Similarly,
he said fiscal deficit is also being controlled.

In the difficult times, no doubt, PM is working hard for the
betterment of poor and needy. PM said: “My new year resolution for
2021 is to complete two projects.” These include providing “universal
health coverage to all citizens”, which, the premier noted, has already
been rolled out in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and is to be launched in
Punjab and Gilgit Baltistan soon.

For the second resolution, the premier said his government would
start its “most ambitious nationwide project ‘Koi Bhuka Na Soyay’ [no
one should sleep hungry] under the Ehsaas Programme”.

“By the end of the year, these two projects will move us closer to
our goal of making Pakistan a welfare state,” he added.
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Out of order ATMs irk residents

Despite clear directives of State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) to
ensure uninterrupted working of automated teller machines
(ATMs), majority of the ATMs of National Bank of Pakistan
were found closed or out of order on January 12, 2021 in
various parts of the Rawalpindi.

Branches of almost all public sector bank at Bank Road,
Main Saddar branch, Committee Chowk, Banni Chowk and
Bara Market frustrated their consumers as they returned
empty handed after seeing the message of regret displayed
on ATM screens.

ATMs are considered to be a big relief for consumers in need
of hard cash but they have in fact become a pain in the neck,
particularly after the salary.

I visited various ATM’s in search of urgently needed cash,
said he tried his luck at several ATM machines in the city but
to his utter dismay, failed to draw cash.

Another client said people especially salaried class is among
the worst sufferers of frequent closure of ATM’s. Since
the introduction of ATM cards, he said most people have
developed a habit of keeping limited cash as a safety measure
with the understanding that they would be able to draw cash
using the facility in any part of the country on need-basis.

I as a customer demanded of concerned authorities to ensure
proper working of ATMs owned by public and private banks
for uninterrupted service.

Frequent and hours long closure of ATMs in the name of so-
called ‘hardware maintenance and link-down’ is a deliberate
violation of State Bank’s instructions with for keeping the
cash machines operational round-the-clock.

Yousaf Khan, Rawalpindi

PayPal in Pakistan

There are many ways to withdraw money as an online
resource, but one of the best ways to withdraw is through a
PayPal Account. It’s being used around the world, and people
from out of the country never encounter any difficulties to
create this account. Unfortunately in Pakistan, we are unable
to have it in motion. This is why it is difficult to become
an online freelancer (something which many students are
interested in pursuing). Most of the online jobs depend on
PayPal to send the payment to their clients. Recently, I have
worked on a web project payment for two months, but I
couldn’t get my income because the web wanted me to have a
PayPal account for payment but I couldn’t create this account
here in Pakistan. I believe not having this account makes
most college students here miss opportunities to become a
freelancer even if they are willing to put in effort to do. They
don’t get any offers since they know the payment won’t
be provided to them. I urge the government and authority
to make possible efforts to make this process easy so that
freelancing can touch its boom in Pakistan.

Mohammed Saleem, Hub

New Year hopes and wishes

I hope to bring more scrutiny towards the behaviour of our
Let us all pray and hope that the year 2021 brings good
tidings for common citizens of Pakistan and those who hold
public office finally submit and start upholding in letter
and spirit their oath to the constitution. I pray to Almighty
Allah SWT for divine intervention to eradicate COVID-19.
It is about time that elected and paid public office holders
start delivering to the people what Quaid had promised that
Pakistan will be a modern democratic welfare state and not
a country where the will of people becomes hostage to the

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

greed and ambitions of few. Perhaps it is time to curtail this
practice of giving subsidies to fertilizer, sugar and real estate
companies and for a change focus on welfare of common
citizens by ensuring that prices of essential basic food items
are not escalated through hoarding, black marketing and
smuggling. Subsidies if any, should be given to provide
health, education and security of life and property to the most
deprived sections of our society. That Father of Nation Quaid-
e-Azam warned us about this curse and institutionalized
corruption which we inherited in his 11 August 1947 address
and the importance and legal implications of the oath to the

constitution he stressed upon in June 1948.

Malik Tarig Ali, Lahore

Internet accesses in Turbat

The accesses of Internet play the most dominant role in a
life of student. Since, internet is composed of different
accesses which are the source to originate the work simple.
Unfortunately, Turbat, despite being the second largest city
in Balochistan and one of the most developing cities in
Pakistan step by step suffers for the accesses. However, the
lack of Internet accesses recently brought the Turbat resident
students in problematic situation as internet is essentially
required for online classes due to second wave of Coronavirus
as well students miserably suffered. Some of regulated their
problems even majority of them had missed their classes.
Most importantly, PM Imran Khan had premised about the
internet issue of Turbat in the recent visit and his promise
had been a hope for the residents of Turbat unfortunately it
remained unfulfilled.

Thus, I appeal to the government of Pakistan to find any way
to solve the problems internet.

Abdul Rahman Shahbeer, Khairabad

ATV AlIavE

Rooting out corruption

We are a strange country where corruption is rooted deep in
society, but nobody ever gets punished. Whenever a politician
officeholder or a government officer is apprehended for
corrupt practices, they claim that the case is politicized.
The party of the politicians decries that the corruption cases
are political victimisation. Even the government officers
would take a stand that they are being victimised because
they served with the outgoing government. No accused ever
responds to the charges in a manner that would satisfy the
law. They instead hide behind the slogan of victimisation.
I wonder if all the corruption charges are bogus and based
on malintent, who is responsible for massive corruption in
Pakistan. We all know that it is almost impossible to have
work done in any department without a bribe or a strong
reference (sifarish), but somehow nobody is responsible for
it. Another issue with our system is the weak prosecution.
The departments responsible prepare weak cases based
mostly on circumstantial evidence that does not stand in the
court of law and the accused go scot-free.

Corruption can only be rooted out if there is zero-tolerance
for any transgression by anyone. The department responsible
for accountability prepares and presents strong evidence
in the court to get strong sentences. | believe we need a
strong system where people irrespective of their political or
departmental affiliation are prosecuted and sentenced based
on evidence. Unless we do that, accountability in our country
will remain as controversial as it is, and the corrupt will keep
getting away with their wrongdoings.

Raja Shafaatullah, Islamabad

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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China changes
resonate with
grassroot Pakistanis

Now as economically China becomes better, individuals
started improving, he told China Economic Net (CEN).
For example, throwing garbage or spitting on the roads. If
someone tries now - mostly older people - the youngsters
would stare at them and sometimes try to stop them, so
it's much cleaner now.

hings had improved a lot here, noted Asif

Jalil, a Pakistani businessman and restau-

rant owner based in Beijing, China, adding

that 2021 marks the 70th anniversary of

the establishment of diplomatic relations between

China and Pakistan and he wishes China to emerge
as a beautiful country.

It was very lively before, Jalil cherished the good

It’s much more modern than before.

At the same time, we are seeing big changes in
people. People’s manners are improving. The way
they are operating is much different from the tra-
ditional ways when the country was poorer. When
they are more like in the third world countries, there
is a big difference in different segments of society.
People lie; people steal. Now as economically Chi-
na becomes better, indi-

old days since he had
been here for more than
20 years, you could see
restaurants had their ta-
bles outside, with people
sitting, eating food, enjoy-
ing beer, chatting in the
evening almost in every
Hutong (a narrow lane),
especially in summer. But
this caused some pollu-
tion so slowly these things

a Pakistani surgeon and PhD
scholar at China’s Shandong
University, is impressed by
China’s poverty alleviation
campaign over the past
decades

viduals started improving,
he told China Economic
Net (CEN). For example,
throwing garbage or spit-
ting on the roads. If some-
one tries now - mostly
older people - the young-
sters would stare at them
and sometimes try to stop
them, so it’s much clean-
er now. Also, people are

had gone.

However, he admitted that things and people
had improved. Beijing has changed a lot, he likes
the atmosphere here - a city renowned for its an-
cient, opulent palaces, temples, and huge stone
walls and gates. One thing is the physical change.
There are more buildings and infrastructures here.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

talking much politer than
before. Their talks are not that rough like it used
to be.

These changes are also recognized by Muham-
mad Kamran, a Pakistani chef devoting himself to
promoting Pakistani cuisine in Chengdu, China,
the country he loves very much.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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Kamran has been to many countries but he
found Chinese people the most loving and friend-
ly. Whenever I am lost in China, at bus station or
subway, I just had to show the name of the intend-
ed destination to some Chinese around and they
would guided me to the right direction. The first
time when I landed at Shanghai airport, I didn’t
know how to find the exit and reach my destina-
tion, and some Chinese helped me contact my boss
and arranged a taxi for me.

Living in China for many years, he regards Chi-
na a safe place to enjoy life. When I was in Yiwu, I
have seen people enjoying nightlife there. You can
g0 out at any time in the evening without any fear.
I was afraid at the beginning but later I found there
was nothing to worry about and I reckon China as
a very safe country and you certainly won’t get ha-
rassed or robbed here.

Muhammad Shahbaz, a Pakistani surgeon and
PhD scholar at China’s Shandong University, is
impressed by China’s poverty alleviation campaign
over the past decades.

His perception about China was different be-
fore. I used to see the Bruce Lee and Jackie Chan
movies on TV, and it was everybody’s thought that
every Chinese can play Kongfu and every Chinese
rides bicycle.

Spending more than a decade in China as a
medical student, he witnessed the rise of China
from Beijing Olympics in 2008, and he also saw
how China help countries along Belt and Road
keep better health care opportunities for common
people. China not only helped other countries, its
economy has also boosted.

— F = =

Also, he mentioned, as the world’s second
largest economy, China has lifted more than 700
million people out of poverty. 700 million is some-
thing. Pakistan has a population of around 220 mil-
lion people, if you lift the needy above the poverty
line, that’s a big achievement. I pay my tribute to
that and I like the idea of BRI.

I hope that China will emerge as a beautiful
country, not just financially but also culturally, Jalil
said, adding, Pakistan and China can cooperate in
many, many fields and now we have been collabo-
rating already. We are working together.

On the other hand, China to work with Paki-
stan, other neighbors to build regional community
with shared future for health: Hua Chunying

China will work with Pakistan and other neigh-
bouring countries to make greater contribution to
building a regional community with shared future
for health, Chinese Foreign Ministry’s Spokesper-
son, Hua Chunying said.

“China would like to work with all sides in im-
plementing our consensus and make greater con-
tribution to building a regional community with
shared future for health,” she said during her reg-
ular briefing in response to a question about China
recently held meeting on anti-epidemic cooperation
with Afghanistan, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh.

She informed that China, Pakistan Afghanistan,
Nepal, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh held the first
meeting on anti-epidemic cooperation and poverty
reduction cooperation on January 6.

“This is a follow up of the China, Pakistan, Af-
ghanistan, Nepal Foreign Ministers meeting in last
July and the China, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh’s Vice Foreign Ministers meeting last
November,” he added.

The spokesperson said that in this meeting the
representatives shared experience on anti-epidem-
ic and poverty relief, adding, They talked about
dealing with the impact of the pandemic, resum-
ing economic and trade cooperation, dealing with
non-traditional security challenges and advancing
sustainable development and reached initial con-
sensus.

“It shows our strong will and confidence in
dealing with challenges together and achieving co-
operation,” she added. =
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2020 was tough for
economy and masses

o NEW

New records of inflation,
energy prices were made and masses were burdened
by taxes while the elite enjoyed tax exemptions worth
billions of rupees.
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food insecurity and high

he 2020 was the worst year in the histo-

ry of Pakistan that was very hard and

difficult to the masses due to non-stop

price-hike, increase electricity tariff, fuel
prices, levy of high taxes and much more. Over-
all it was tough for almost all the sectors of the
economy. The political and economic instability
has increased, confusion over critical national and
international issues persists, and mafia remained
uncontrolled despite tall claims.

The agriculture sector faced locust attacks,
pandemic, climate change, untimely rains, on-
slaught of mafia and questionable policies which
hit millions of farmers and stoked the food crisis.

New records of inflation, food insecurity and
high energy prices were made and masses were
burdened by taxes while the elite enjoyed tax ex-
emptions worth billions of rupees.

The government has failed to deliver on prom-
ises and it is unable to carry the heavy burden of
its expansive promises while the clarity of ideas
and policies is still a far cry for it. PTI has not en-
sured consistency in policies; it lacks the will to
take bold steps, while frequent policy reversals
have damaged the economy.

The economy was a strong point of PTI before
elections which proved otherwise while the claim
to establish a corruption-free society also proved
pointless as exploitation has increased while an
uncontrollable mafia has made the life of people
a living hell.

Now the majority of the people and business-
men think that the PTI government has failed to
stabilize the country’s economy and deliver ac-
cording to its manifesto or people’s expectations.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Some people are of the opinion that all pledg-
es made with the voters during 2018 elections had
been ignored by the PTI leadership and it may not
be able to deliver during its remaining tenure.

The only thing in which the government de-
serves some praise is supporting the poor through
Ehsaas programme initiative.

Ehsaas Programme — the flagship poverty al-
leviation initiative of the government — is bring-
ing a positive change to the people of Pakistan and
has laid the foundation of a global model for re-
ducing poverty.

It made thousands jobless
instead of providing
employment to 10 million
youth

This is the key message of the report ‘“The Eh-
saas programme: Shift from politics of patronage
to politics of performance’ published by Delivery
Associates, a globally respected firm that works
with governments across the world to achieve
measurable developmental impact. The report has
been prepared by Sir Michael Barber, chairman
and founder of Delivery Associates. He was also
chief adviser to former UK prime minister Tony
Blair.

Meanwhile, Senator Sirajul Haq has said that
2020 proved lucky for mafias in Pakistan who mul-
tiplied their wealth by creating fake crises of sugar,
flour, petrol and other commodities only due to

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

the sheer negligence of the PTI government.

Talking to media after addressing a training
workshop for the teachers and students at Man-
soora, he said although the government tried to set
every example of bad governance during the entire
year, the damage created to education, health and
agriculture sectors seemed to be irreparable.

Sirajul Haq said that educational institutional
were lying closed for entire year, causing severe
loss to the learning of students but no plan was de-
veloped to cope with the challenge and minimize
the educational losses, he said.

Besides education, the health and agriculture
sectors were also on the verge of collapse, he said,
adding at a time when the different countries
started vaccination program, hospital in Pakistan
were even deprived of from the basic facilities for
patients and PPEs for medical professionals and
staff. The prices of agricultural inputs were touch-
ing the skies and the government left in the state
of peril around 100 million people dependent on
agriculture, he said.

The JI chief said, “PTI chairman used to say
he would prefer committing suicide over picking
begging bowl and taking loans from any country
after coming into power but his government broke
all previous records of taking foreign loans and it
took $4.7 billion alone in past five months (July
to November). The PTI claim to bring “change”
remained limited to change the nomenclature of
the ministers and repeated transfers and postings
in bureaucracy. It made thousands jobless instead
of providing employment to 10 million youth.”

He demanded the government immediately
cancel agreement between FIA and NAB because
the MoU was tantamount to officially allowing
the US agency to interfere in internal matters of
the country. He also demanded the government
immediately address the concern of the interme-
diate students regarding the entry test in medical
colleges and universities.

Senator Siraj appealed to the teachers and stu-
dents to utilize their full energy in spreading the
light of knowledge in every nook and corner of the
country. Pakistan, he added, was not established
to be ruled over by the agents of the British and
Western powers rather the people of the country
were the real heir of it. He said the future of the
country was bright but there was dire need that
people took a bold stand against the status quo
powers.

National Association for Education (NAFE)
organized the sitting in connection with the teach-
er training program. JI Information Secretary
Qaiser Sharif, JI Youth President Zubair Gondal
and NAFE President Hidayat Khan attended the
event.

On the other hand, Federal Minister for In-
formation and Broadcasting Senator Shibli Faraz
has said that the opposition was knocked down in
2020 because of their undemocratic tactics.

In a series of tweets on Thursday, he said that
the alliance formed to dislodge the government
has become ineffective due to their vested inter-
ests, thinking and narrative.

If they had moral courage, the PDM would
have been dissolved after the PPP’s decision to
contest the Senate elections, he added.

The information minister also said that Prime
Minister Imran Khan has set the direction right for
economic progress of the country by taking bold
decisions.

A new phase of decisive struggle will begin in
January next year under the leadership of Prime
Minister Imran Khan to resolve people’s prob-
lems, he said.

The Minister said the focus of our all decisions
and policies is the people of Pakistan.

Shibli Faraz said 2020 was a difficult year at
global level as the coronavirus pandemic shook the
health systems and economies across the world.

He said Pakistan, under the leadership of
Prime Minister, better handled this challenge, giv-
ing importance to both health and economy. He
said the smart lockdown policy of Pakistan was
widely appreciated at international level. m
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Pakistan leads in
adopting SDG 2030

agenda

DEVELOPMENT
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Keepinginview the emerging scale of Pakistan’s economic
growth, the report had termed it inclusive that benefits all
people. It added that the economic growth of the country
owing to its trajectory had the potential to ensure social
development equitable; where women and men, boys
and girls, and transgender individuals could fulfill their
potential with dignity and equality of opportunity

akistan has taken the lead in adopting the

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

and its 17 ambitious Sustainable Develop-

ment Goals (SDGs), becoming one of the
first countries in the world to take up their pledge
to transform lives and protect the planet, said a re-
port of United Nations Sustainable Development
Framework for Pakistan (UNSDF).

United Nations is committed to work with the
Government of Pakistan with a grassroots level
approach reaching people of Pakistan and make a
lasting contribution to national development prior-
ities. It also reaffirms its goal to take forward the
principle of “leaving no one behind” and to im-
prove the living conditions of all the people in the
country, especially the most vulnerable, marginal-
ized and disadvantaged factions of the society, the
report said. Keeping in view the emerging scale of
Pakistan’s economic growth, the report had termed
it inclusive that benefits all people. It added that the
economic growth of the country owing to its tra-
jectory had the potential to ensure social develop-
ment equitable; where women and men, boys and
girls, and transgender individuals could fulfill their
potential with dignity and equality of opportunity.

The report states that with the government’s
targeted and all inclusive policies all people would
have access to quality services; where natural and
cultural resources were safeguarded. Moreover,
with a sustainable development and rising eco-
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nomic growth good governance was supreme to be
ensured in the country along with rule of law and
where development was not just about today, but
also about meeting the needs of future generations,
report added. Transforming our World: the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development” including
its 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and
169 targets was adopted on 25 September 2015 by
Heads of State and Government at a special UN
summit. The Agenda is a commitment to eradi-
cate poverty and achieve sustainable development
by 2030 world-wide, ensuring that no one is left
behind. The adoption of the 2030 Agenda was a
landmark achievement, providing for a shared glob-
al vision towards sustainable development for all.

DEVELOPING THE 2030 AGENDA

The journey started in June 2012, with the
“Rio+20” Conference on Sustainable Develop-
ment, where Governments decided to develop glob-
al Sustainable Development Goals, building on the
Millennium Development Goals but also includ-
ing issues such as natural resources management,
sustainable consumption and production, effective
institutions, good governance, the rule of law and
peaceful societies. The reports of the Open Work-
ing Group on Sustainable Development Goals and
the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts on
Sustainable Development Financing formed the
basis of the final Agenda package, through a series
of intergovernmental negotiations in partnership
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with major groups and stakeholders, ensuring the
broadest possible ownership of this new Agenda.
In the run-up to the adoption of the 2030 Agen-
da, the Commission worked closely with the Mem-
ber States to ensure an ambitious global outcome.
It issued a first Communication “A decent life for
all: ending poverty and giving the world a sustain-
able future” in February 2013. It was followed by
Council Conclusions on “An overarching post-2015
framework” in June 2013. A second Communica-
tion “A decent life for all: from vision to collective
action” was issued in June 2014 and was followed
by Council Conclusions on “A transformative post-
2015 agenda” in December 2014. On 5 February
2015 the Commission issued its third Communica-
tion “A Global Partnership for Poverty Eradication
and Sustainable Development after 2015” which
puts forward ideas on the appropriate enabling pol-
icy environment; on financing — public and private,

national and international; and on monitoring and
accountability. This was followed by Council Con-
clusions on “a global partnership for Poverty Eradi-
cation and Sustainable Development after 2015” on
26 May 2015.

NATURE AND CHARACTERISTICS OF
THE 2030 AGENDA

The 2030 Agenda itself consists of 4 sections: (i)
A political Declaration (ii) a set of 17 sustainable
Development Goals and 169 targets (based on the
report of the OWG, with some small modifications)
(ii1) Means of Implementation (iv) a framework for
follow up and review of the Agenda.

The scale, ambition and approach of the Agen-
da are unprecedented. One key feature is that the
SDGs are global in nature and universally applica-
ble, taking into account national realities, capacities
and levels of development and specific challenges.
All countries have a shared responsibility to achieve
the SDGs, and all have a meaningful role to play
locally, nationally as well as on the global scale. In
addition, the 2030 Agenda integrates in a balanced
manner the three dimensions of sustainable devel-
opment — economic, social and environmental. The
2030 Agenda is also indivisible, in a sense that it
must be implemented as a whole, in an integrated
rather than a fragmented manner, recognizing that
the different goals and targets are closely inter-
linked.

The 2030 Agenda is based on the concept of
global partnership, supported by a comprehensive
approach to the mobilisation of all means of imple-
mentation, and is complemented by the Addis Ababa
Action Agenda, which is an integral part.

The Agenda is a commitment
to eradicate poverty and
achieve sustainable
development by 2030
world-wide, ensuring that no
one is left behind

Moreover, in order to ensure progress and long-
term accountability, the 2030 Agenda includes a
strong follow-up and review mechanism which will
allow all partners to assess the impact of their actions.
At global level, this is overseen by the High level Po-
litical Forum on Sustainable Development, which
meets at UNHQ every year to track progress. m

| DECEMBER 15 - JANUARY 15, 2021



@)

AIRLINK

622" | 64GB | 4GB

HD+ ROM RAM

Al TRIPLE CAMERA

ﬂ 4000 MAH BATTERY
LONG BATTERY LIFE

RS 16,499/-

a4
"tl [
j'S!E-“'—;;q:E__:__h 3 Ll - F =
3 e _.M. ¥ L _.-._ r
/ - — #f_ == h -
r. y e — F

~

enjoy.Now




fobile Fhone Selling Brand in Pakistan

FLARE REPORT

INSIGHT |

Govt focuses on the promotion
of of I'l" industry

v

. AL, SOFTWARE TECHNOLOGY PARK
gg INAUGURATED BY

.. SYED AMIN UL HAQUE ;
o 7JAN pilfd

Ministry of Information Technology and Telecom Secretary Shoaib Ahmed Siddiqui

¥

said that the government should ensure consistency of policies and more incentives
should be given to the I'T Industry for its growth and more exports

inistry of Information Technolo-
gy and Telecom Secretary Shoaib
Ahmed Siddiqui said that the gov-
ernment is working hard for the
promotion of the IT industry. He made these re-
marks while addressing at the inaugural ceremony
of Fazal Software Technology Park at I-9 Industrial
Area, Islamabad. He said that the Prime Minister
of Pakistan has the vision to promote IT Industry
and in this connection Ministry of Information
Technology & Telecom and Pakistan Software Ex-
port Board are focusing on the promotion of this
sector. He said that a new Industrial Park is being
established at Chak Shahzad, Islamabad. He said
that the Government is also working on the pay-
ment gateways to resolve the payment issues of the
IT industry. He proposed that a forum should be
created for ease of doing business including PA-
SHA and other relevant organisations.
ICCI President Mian Shaukat Masud said that
IT is an emerging field in the country and thanked
the Ministry of Information Technology & Telecom
and Pakistan Software Export Board for supporting
this initiative. He said that the Government should
ensure consistency of policies and more incentives
should be given to the IT Industry for its growth
and more exports. Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry President Sardar Yasir Ilyas khan
congratulated for setting up Fazal Software Tech-
nology Park and said that the government should
make more efforts for the promotion of IT Industry.
He said that Pakistan has great potential for IT ex-
ports which can be enhanced through policy sup-
port and reforms. He said that India has 100 times
more exports of IT products than Pakistan and
even Bangladesh is ahead of Pakistan in IT exports.
He emphasised that the government should give
priority to the IT sector for its sustainable growth
and to earn foreign exchange. He said that the Gov-
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ernment should address the payment receipt issues
as many Pakistani IT companies have set up their
offices abroad and are receiving payments in over-
seas offices. He said that the State Bank of Pakistan
should resolve payment issues by creating ease of
doing business and streamlining procedures and
processes for receiving and sending funds globally.
He also added that embedding of payment portal
and gateways such as PayPal are a necessity for pro-
moting digitisation and e-commerce in Pakistan.

He emphasised that the
government should give
priority to the I'T sector for
its sustainable growth and to
earn foreign exchange

He said that the Government should develop
special IT economic zones and give long term ben-
efits to promote the IT Industry. Sardar Yasir Ilyas
Khan announced that Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry shall organize an IT exhibition in
the coming weeks to promote software companies
by taking PASHA on board. He said that Chamber
will help the IT companies by taking up their issues
with the relevant Ministries.

He said that the Government must listen to the
problems of the businessmen and involve the busi-
ness community in the policy formation process as
there is a gap between the Public and Private Sector.
Pakistan Software Export Board Managing Direc-
tor Osman Nasir appreciated the vision of Fazal
Industry for developing Fazal Software Technolo-
gy Park and turning it into a high yield industry.
He said that the Government is determined to set
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up technology Parks across the country which will
enable natural growth of the IT Industry. Pakistan
Software House Association Chairman Mr Bargan
Saeed said that Pakistan needs to enhance its ex-
ports and IT Industry can play a good role in it.
He said that it can also help in bringing foreign in-
vestment in the country and creating more employ-
ment.

Meanwhile, Federal Minister for IT and Tele-
communication Syed Amin Ul Haque on Wednes-
day said that under Prime Minister’s vision of Dig-
ital Pakistan, broadband services will be provided
across the country. The minister expressed these
views during a meeting with Chief Minister Gilgit
Baltistan (GB) Khalid Khurshid who called him,
said a news release.

During the meeting matters related to provision
of broadband services in GB, and IT parks were dis-
cussed. Syed Amin Ul Haque said that work was
underway for the provision of 4G services in Gilgit
Baltistan. “Arrangements are in final stage for the
provision of telephone, internet and cable service
under triple bundle services in GB”, he added. He
asked CM GB to identify important tourist points
in Northern Areas so that broadband services could
be started there to facilitate tourists and for the pro-
motion of tourism.

He said that work is going on the project for up-
grading the of 2G towers for providing 4G services
on Karakarum highway and its surrounding areas.

GB Chief Minister Khalid Khurshid lauded the
steps and performance of Ministry of IT & Tele-
com under the supervision of Minister for IT Syed
Amin Ul Haque. Meanwhile, GB Minister for Plan-
ning & Development and Information Fateh Ullah
Khan called on Federal Minister for IT Syed Amin
Ul Haque.

Matters related to digitalization and e-gover-
nance were discussed during the meeting. =
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akistani telecom operator, Ufone reiter-

ates its commitment to ensure the safety,

security and happiness of its customers as

it ends the year 2020 on a positive note.
Despite the year being particularly tough for busi-
nesses with the COVID pandemic affecting com-
panies across the world, the telecom sector stepped
up to play a very important role. Ufone lauds the
role of its fraternity in connecting people and devel-
oping agile strategies promptly to adapt to the new
normal during this period.

In the course of these challenging times, Ufone
adopted a multi-pronged strategy to facilitate its
customers by providing convenience and satisfac-
tion. As a principal approach, to curb the spread
of virus, digital services to facilitate online trans-
actions and subscriptions for customers, such as re-
charging balance using My Ufone App, UPaisa and
via Ufone’s website were introduced.

The Super Family continued to be the most
sought-after product in 2020 as well. Due to its cus-
tomer centric approach, Ufone was able to intro-
duce new denominations for it customers.

In the Postpaid segment, new packages were in-
troduced that address postpaid base requirements.
A positive word of mouth was experienced on so-
cial media about the simplicity offered in the new
Prime Packages.

In parallel, Ufone undertook a comprehensive
Coronavirus relief and support effort worth PKR
1.9 billion for the PM Relief Fund. The package
aimed to help people across the country to stay con-
nected and provide access to facilities, mainly food
and healthcare, to the most vulnerable communi-
ties.

The real challenge emerged during COVID-19
outbreak due to a rapidly evolving landscape, but
the brand was quick to pivot. As the demand for
online connectivity surged following a lockdown,
Ufone came to the forth with messages of hope
and practical steps needed to ensure wellbeing of
our employees, partners and customers. It was clear
that in those difficult times people needed encour-
agement, especially the frontline workers.

On the occasion of Independence Day of Paki-
stan, Ufone dedicated 2020 to the Real Heroes of
the country, encouraging resilience and services
of the frontline workers during Covid-19. This
campaign garnered appreciation from the public
and helped Ufone further its corporate reputation
and the connection with its customers.

The brand also collaborated with Pakistan Red
Crescent Society (PRCS) to create widespread
awareness about Coronavirus, and assisted in
volunteer registration through its helpline 1030.
Likewise, it partnered with MicroEnsure to bring
financial security in times of need by offering fi-
nancial safety net to customers against costs of
hospitalization at any hospital across Pakistan.

In recognition of their efforts for customer
empowerment, Ufone won two prestigious Effie
Awards in 2020. Ufone won a Gold award for
Best in Internet & Telecom category for its Su-
perCard campaign Budget bamugqabla befikri and
a Bronze award in Best

Ufone ends 2020 on

a positive note with

a reaftfirmation of

1ts commitment to
prioritize 1ts customers
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In the course of these challenging times, Ufone adopted
a multi-pronged strategy to facilitate its customers by
providing convenience and satisfaction. As a principal
approach, to curb the spread of virus, digital services
to facilitate online transactions and subscriptions for
customers, such as recharging balance using My Ufone
App, UPaisa and via Ufone’s website were introduced

The company joined hands with Universal
Services Fund to expand its services to under-
served areas of Balochistan. The inauguration of
the Rs759 million “Seamless Broadband Cover-
age Project” from Hub to Jiwani is a game chang-
er in this regard. Similar-

and Internet & Telecom
for Balochistan Football
Cup 2019.

The brand also went
on to win two Eventex
Global Awards in Gold
categories for Ufone Ba-
lochistan Football Cup
this year- an initiative to
create opportunities for

In parallel, Ufone undertook b more than 2.3 million
a comprehensive
Coronavirus relief and
support effort worth PKR 1.9
billion for the PM
Relief Fund

people in the 12 districts
of Balochistan which in-
clude Sibi, Kalat, Khu-
zdar, Chaghai, Awaran
Lasbela, Kharan, Dera
Bugti, Bolan, Gawadar,
benefitted from the part-
nership between Uni-
versal Service Fund and

young sportsmen of the
province. Amongst 444 entries from 39 countries,
the Ufone emerged as the winner in two catego-
ries i.e. People’s Choice Award and Best CSR
Event Award.
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Ufone.

Furthermore, in sync with the Prime Min-
ister’s initiative of digitization of the country,
Ufone launched a mobile application for UPaisa
service to make cashless transactions more conve-
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nient for customers.

Ufone’s Value Added Services strategy for
2020 focused on consolidating the existing VAS
portfolio and launching new digital initiatives.
For its complete customer base, Ufone introduced
Google Direct Carrier Billing (DCB) in 2020.
This has digitally enabled customers to purchase
mobile applications and in-app accessories using
their mobile balance. Direct Carrier Billing (DCB)
acts as a payment collection agent for many new
partners and provide customers with convenient
and enriched access to digital content.

During the course of the challenges brought
on during this year, Ufone exhibited great deter-
mination and resilience to improve the lives and
experiences of the people of Pakistan.

Through introducing the aforementioned ini-
tiatives, Ufone has reaffirmed its commitment of
giving the highest importance to its customers by
ensuring their safety, security and happiness by
staying true to its tagline, “Tum hi tou ho’! m
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Duneng 1he first decade of its inceglion
NTC undactaken highly important and
strategic projects including securing
aflocated space shot to Pakistan by (TU
with procuring and pasitioning PAKSAT-1
Arother impartant project in 2002-03
planned, designed and implementad by

EXCHANGE WISE GROWTH (225%)
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ACCESS networks wilh fibor and coppar
cables, The Switching Nebwork was
Initially had 05 exchanges with installad
capacity of 45506 lines durng 1996
01 which was snhanced b 72000
lines at 45 sdes’ ciles by 2004-05
Hiwives, during the Jast 5-6 years
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NTC rilatod to EDUCATIONAL INTRANET
{now PEAN) whersdn all universities’
degrie awarding Inslifules were
conngcied through 3 single digital
phatfarm., NTC established 15 oen oplical
Bber based SOH sysiem lor provision of
Digital Transmissien Backbong for NTC
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HTE has segned Pobdc Privaly Partnerships with ai sading

DOerr reigngess eflocts of ksl seven years resulled in Aecord
Growth o Eechanges @ 225%. MEWUM
mitwork B Hew Diticty’ Coes o0 SO%, Petord ADF
coemplation @5 Average B1% srmally with 100% compleSon
i FY 2006-17 & 2019-30, Submcrbers Growh @ TER wity
roaiand Subdcritednt G B 115% and mecoed prole
of Rs. 578 Wdlion in T8l fnancial yedr. How WTC i wel
Al Wil AMEEY EChNOOGCE IhvInCEmEE
dapleyang Fver (ptic Syalerns Mg nitworks (1 F95Km)
and Long-Hadl {4,200Km| win 402 eschanpes equpped
wiih P based Weol Qensranion Nefwork (NGN|
tachrigiogy o B0 Dismetu e voughoet Patiies
The mast precoes oolcome of af ower ebiorls & the
“Costomirs Salisdaction”
nnductid by Mgy of [T 4 Teedom in year 200817, 72%
cusiormers of the MTG are hully salsbed by HTC sereces and
only 14% g csaniisiieg

A nan, fom. NTC . profaiy 0% of s S Foin
vl Oepantestons whe Barve rocovened from 2 s making
SNy 10 0 peofrabie and CiCiens Dnomniartion b bunds o
o] Ty tha Feders Greoramint ind NTG Brough it
R NESDONCES (ETIErEeS fends fof the provision al Teecom
SErsnes 105 SEhacrDers in § Cul T COmpenG N SHle
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of By eerpioyees). B Burs beon only poaible throegh Mie fard
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Higrs | would Bie 1o nntion Be parlormancs of NTC i
support the Federal Gowsmimednd b fight against COVID-19
Pordwrrie. Wagbady egechid COMD-10 Pandemic duing
2020, Specss funds wera aSoled b MDA a5 oBwss i
eresel the smarpend shssbon Health Department | Hospdals,
e 300 IBIRITNA D VAR Slher Mlintsimes C Dingain
voiin dermandng soecisl Sunds 1o I sganet Pandemic
fongts, HIT was tully prenarmd s provids Teecony' ICT
services I Al api oMCeR s govermimend depariments.
HTC WaSoral Osta Cosier has perved 45 ETEOpEncy
Masonds Plaioms for provition o Digil it l'll‘ht

ot abioberest of

Federsl G
Wmdmummmmcm
ECC | NCOC and ofhar deparieenis thitugh i wides

NG pars

own belephone exchangés and Data
Network Pladorm.  This Backbone was
upgrided 1o TWDM with 20 Gbas in 2012
which has now besn planned 1o bo
upgraded o 400 Gops

With the passage of time NTC completed
doployment of FTTC and GPON and
upgraded &s P cone network with Hexi
Generalion Routérs. Beside Cora
Hetwaorks, astablishment of Optical Fiber
Juncion network of STHW-1/4M18 was
also ghven pricrity in parakel. capacity
majar cilies 1@, Karachi, Lahore,
Istamabad and Peshawar upgraded and
expandsd with 3 tolal iengih of 650 Km
Optical fiber cable laid in junclion
nabwir

I 2008-09, NTC installed Widea
conlerencing selup for Presidency, FM
affices, Foroign offices, Finance Ministry,
Pianning Commission, MofTT and al
prosncial Gowemons, Chiel Ministers
and Chiel Secretaries. The faciity
has enabled VIPs 1o hold mestings'
conference locally and indernationaty
without requiring them to attend
physicaly

Afver issvante of Telecom Policy 2015
National Telecommunication Comoration
(HTC) initiated pubilic peivale parnership
[PPP) and signed agresmems with
Micragoal Corparation, Vilware and iocal
minrnational companias for facilitating
Gonsepimeent and PubBic $ecioe with 8
singls window for all Telacom/IGT
Services including soltware licenses to
save public secior monsy Testwes
Anosher sirategas inkistive of the Mintstry
ol IT & Telecom was astablishment of
4 pistform lar Country Code Top Level
Domain in local language. NTC
succassiully cqusred and got alocation
of ceTLD for pie gy from IANACANN
NTE is now managing, registering and
administrating domain nama for Urdu and
lotal languages

Ris woe th 1o mentian that thve was a dir
need of Data ContexnTT Infrasmachse ta
help the Federal Government and
powemmental onganizationsinstitutions
In implementation of e-government, NTG
toak the initiate of establishment of a
Tier-l Cloud based Nationad Data Conber
(NDC) and successiully completed it in
2016 thwough own respunces which is
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opaerational now and meeting all the
risquirginent of DIGITAL PAKISTAN in a
higiily SECLNE manme:

Tries Cloud based Ties B (TIA-942) is 150
27001 certfied Mational Dwuis Center
(NOC) M Fatamabad mesting webhosting.
emals serdces and portals and mobie
applications. In arde (o furihey Sirengthen
the sacuny and availandity of Governmeant
dats, NTC has aiso deployed Disasier
Recowery (DF) of MDG at Lahon

Highly impartant apglications fke invast
Pakistan, services 1o Immigeation,
P Delivery Unig (PMDL), Pakistan
Citizen's Parial, KamyabJdawan

Hunarmandizwan, &-Fling Sysbem and
around 400 Governmant websies with
allied emad services ane hosted in NDC

Besides NTC has alse deploynd statn of
theer ar Video Conferencing Clowd basad
sysbem for providing Vidoo Confennging
Izcilities fo Government departments
inclpding e PR OMce, Cabing Division,
ECC, COWR NCC, Minizinies and Chal
Adminisbragon

Thiz MDG Is alzo playing an knportant

SYEIRM BN T Secuns Communalan

proactive and mach out srategy o
of new 1BCEROIogY 5 P

S Alvnasd Giddgel, Fecorsl Secrotary (7T & Telsoom) o
o ik Hoe o Sl e

T will contieue i serve Pabistan By peovidng siate ol the
A TeeComAC T seraies 1 Gommen of Paiuan.

GROWTH

115

rody in the cuerend GOVID-19 Pandemic
with hosting of vanous apphcatians of tha
Federal Governmant, Local Gavernment
like BISP EHSAS & Rashaan program
partal, Telo-Education Web portal, MoHR
& MOoFEPT programs, COVID webades
and specifically NGOG actites, NTC
Asg heiped NAVTTC and S-TEVTA
PrOgrams ina secure manngr during thi
Pandaimec,

AL fts SILVER JUBILEE the Codporation
fegls prowd 1o have estabished 2 siate of
the arl Telecom System and kepd itsedl
abreasl with tha emarging ICT
technodogical evolulion facing critical
challenges in 1erms of resouwrces and
tough siluations fhrough prudent
decisions of the NTC managemant and
Faghly dedicated team of professionass
Today NTC & recognized a3 an efficiem
and lerward fooking arganization
maeting 2l Telecom/ICT requirements od
the Public Seclor through its own
resownces and maka il a success story of
it Pulilic Sector,

CITY WISE GROWTH (50%)
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Bringing Revolution In

DATA NETWORK SERVICES

I

Telecom Sector

Over the last 25 years, NTC has brought revolution in the IT & Telecom sector to meet

Digital Pakistan and modern day challenges to achieve new heights of excellence.

@ Data Centre Services
laaS, Paas, Saas, BaaS
® Web Hosting Facility
® E-mail Platform
® Intranet Solutions (WAN,LAN)
® Leased Lines, MPLS
® Virtual Private Networking (VPN)
@ Broadband Internet
® Video Conferencing Facility
® 3G/4G Services through PPP
® Robocall ®SMS

MNational Telecom Official IT&T Service Provider, Government of Pakistan

ACHIEVEMENTS

2019-20 @100%

@ Subscribers Growth @ 16%

National Telecommunication

Corporation

® Record Profit - Rs. 578 Million in FY 2019-20
® NTC has almost doubled its Revenue since 2013
& Record ADP completion in FY 2016-17 &

@ Record Growth in Exchanges @ 225%

@ Record Expansion to New Districts/ Cities @ 50%
® Record Broadband Subscribers Growth @ 115%

@ Conversion 1o IP based Network @ 82%

NEW INITIATIVES:

® |50 certified cloud based National Data Center (NDC)

@ Disaster Recovery Center

@ NTC International Gateway Operations (Revenue-

USS 18 Million)

® Management of Country Code Top Level Domain /

IDN (ccTLD) (et
@ NTC Call Center Services
® Public Private Partnership (PPP)

Microsoft, IBM, DELL EMG, Viviware, Mabilink, Zong,
PTCL, Telenor, Nayatel, Multinet, Supernet & DHA-I

Ministry of [T
& Telecom

www.ntc.net.pk
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vivo Y20s now available in Pakistan,

offers a massive 5000mAh battery
with I8W FlashCharge

Y 20s@E==

S5000mAnh | 18W FlashCharge
Side Fingerprint

rg'l
L 4

The all new vivo Y20s also features a capable (Qualcomm Snapdragon Processor and
4GB+128GB of memory for power packed performance. For photography, Y20s has an
Al Triple Macro Camera supported by a wide range of features including Face Beauty,
Portrait Light Effects and Filters to capture sharper images.

ivo, the leading global smartphone brand
launched of the newest entrant in Y-Series,
s } the vivo Y20s in Pakistan. The new Y20s
features a massive, long-lasting 5000mAh
battery with 18W FlashCharge Technology and
a Side Mounted Fingerprint Scanner for instant
unlocking. The all new vivo Y20s also features a
capable Qualcomm Snapdragon Processor and
4GB+128GB of memory for power packed per-
formance. For photography, Y20s has an AI Triple
Macro Camera supported by a wide range of fea-
tures including Face Beauty, Portrait Light Effects
and Filters to capture sharper images.

Power-Packed Performance

Y20s is the latest offering from vivo that is de-
veloped with a powerful configuration that delivers
a sturdy and robust performance, best- suited for
dynamic consumers. Powered by industry-leading
Qualcomm Snapdragon processor, the Y20s de-
livers a steady performance for applications and
games with a vast 4GB RAM+128GB ROM mem-
ory expandable upto 256GB. In order to last all day
long, vivo Y20s is backed up by a massive 5,000
mAh battery with an 18W FlashCharge technolo-
gy that replenishes the battery upto 70% in just 69
minutes. With AI power saving technology, one
time full charge can deliver 16 hours of online HD
movie streaming or 11 hours of heavy resource-in-
tensive games. The reverse charging feature is ben-
eficial when you are out and lets you charge other
devices on the go.

Clear Photography

The brand new vivo Y20s elevates photography
experience with its AI Triple Macro Camera set up
supported by other exciting features including Face
Beauty, Portrait Light Effects and Filters.

The main 13MP rear camera features a large
f/2.2 aperture and PDAF technology that captures
every intricate detail in each shot. The 2MP Bokeh
camera feature makes portraits look more alive and
boast greater depth, with quality befitting maga-
zine covers and Super Macro Camera that captures
wonderful things at a close range.

Trendy Design

The vivo Y20s sports a 6.51-inch Halo FullView
Display that gives an elongated aspect ratio of 20:9
and HD+ (1600 x 720) resolution. This offers a
seamless viewing experience that is richer and more
immersive than ever. The latest In-cell technology
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intelligently makes the display more colorful and
rich with details which makes it even more ideal
for gamers and binge watchers. The Eye Protec-
tion Mode is thoughtfully incorporated to filter out
harmful blue light and gives a comfortable viewing
experience.

vivo Y20s features a luxurious and modern
design with its 2.5D perfectly polished body. The
smartphone is surprisingly light-weight and is de-
signed to snuggly fit in your hand. vivo Y20s smart-
phones stand out for its eye popping colors scheme:

. Obsidian Black:The color is inspired by el-
egant volcanic glass and looks majestic and sophis-
ticated

*  Purist Blue: Inspired by the deep ocean,
this color is strong and pure.

The brand new vivo Y20s comes with intel-
ligently Side-Mounted Fingerprint Scanner that
unlocks the phone in just 0.22s and intuitively by
adapting to one’s daily usage patterns. In addition
to this, it also features a Face Wake technology -
another way to unlock your phone in a split second.

Seamless Experience

vivo introduces the Y20s in the Pakistan market
with a set of thoughtfully crafted features to keep
users engaged and interested in the ever-changing
environment.

. Multi-Turbo 3.0 : The Multi-Turbo 3.0 fea-
ture enhances the overall performance of the Y20s
with Center Turbo and Al Turbo that resolve sys-
tem abnormalities before they happen.

+  Ultra Game Mode: This feature presents
a brand-new Esports Mode, which brings pro-stan-
dard intensity to everyday game action.Other fea-
tures like 4D Game Vibration 2.0 removes distract-
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ing alerts and incoming calls, to help you devote
your full attention to winning glory. It also has the
newly added Game Album and Screen Recording
function to save all your screen grabs and record-
ings.The smart Game Countdown feature allows us
to briefly check out of the game — for social media
updates, and more. Y20s runs on Funtouch OS
10.5 and has consumer centric features that add to
a good smartphone experience.

. Dynamic Effects: This is a new feature,
introduced in Settings that gives you an array of
options for customizing screen animations-- when
the phone unlocks, recognizes your face, and many
other interactions.

. EasyShare: EasyShare makes your smart-
phone upgrades seamless and simplifies the task
with one easy tap to quickly transfer all your data to
your new device.

. iManager: The attentive iManager frees us-
ers from mundane everyday tasks such as cleaning
up your phone or scanning for issues at night.

Pricing & Availability Details

The retail price for vivo Y20s in Pakistan is Rs.
29,999 and the phone is currently available across
Pakistan through vivo’s official distribution net-
work and ecommerce platforms.

AF . T Y e it

e o
vivo offers one-year warranty for Y20s along
with 15 days free replacement and 6 months war-
ranty for accessories.

vivo Y20s is duly approved by Pakistan Tele-
communications Authority and supports all mo-
bile networks in Pakistan on both SIM slots over
4G LTE, 3G and 2G modes. Zong customers can
also get 12GB Free Mobile Internet by using their
4G SIM card in Slot 1 (2GB Internet / month for
6 months). =
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Royal Swiss Hotel Lahore
celebrates its Ist anmversary

oyal Swiss Hotel Lahore has celebrated

its first anniversary on 5th January. On

this occasion, a wonderful staff party

was arranged followed by cake-cutting
ceremony and dinner.

Chairman Mr. Syed Jamil Abbas Naqvi, Board

of Directors Mrs. Naqvi Mr. Qaseem Naqvi and

- “ﬁ—‘—_g'

Y

K )YAL S“\»’ISS

LAHOR ¥
A

<L
c

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

hﬂ'

e
L.

Mr. Ashter Naqvi honored this grand event with
their presence.

Management including Mr. Nowshad Haroon
CFO/Actiing General Manager, Mr. Javed Chee-
ma Chief Engineer, Mr. Javed Tariq Jatala Head
of Sales and Marketing, Mr. Abdul Mannan Head
of F& B, Mr. Farhan Head of Revenue were also
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present. Event started with the recitation of the
Holy Quran and Naat. For entertaining guests
songs were also presented by staff. Awards to dif-
ferent categories were also distributed.

In the end special prayer was offered for the
prosperity of Pakistan and success of Royal Swiss
Hotel Lahore.
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USF awards optic fiber cable
contracts to PTCL

H\\ 4 \. 3 ~ e ~==|. Csn ﬂ

These projects will not only provide a digital highway for seamless broadband coverage
to people residing in Ghotki, Kashmore, Sukkur and Khairpur Districts but also improve
the lives of people, create job opportunities for them, empower local communities,

along with women, who can reap the benefits

he Universal Service Fund (USF) award-

ed two Optic Fiber Cable (OFC) project

contracts worth approximately Rs3 billion

to Pakistan Telecommunication Compa-
ny Limited (PTCL) for providing connectivity in
Ghotki, Kashmore, Sukkur & Khairpur districts at
a special ceremony held at Governor House, Ka-
rachi. Chief guest of the ceremony, Imran Ismail,
Governor of Sindh inaugurated the projects accom-
panied by Syed Amin Ul Haque, Federal Minister
for Information Technology (IT) and Telecom-
munication. The contracts were signed by Haaris
Mahmood Chaudhary, CEO, USF and Nadeem
Khan, acting CEO & Group Chief Financial Of-
ficer, PTCL. Senior officials of the Government
of Sindh, Ministry of IT and Telecommunication,
USF and PTCL were also present at the ceremony.

On the occasion, Imran Ismail, Governor of
Sindh said: “Today’s event marks another land-
mark achieved in the history of Pakistan and will
go a long way in taking the developmental work
being done by Government of Pakistan to a great-
er level. I also take today’s event as an opportunity
to assure all of you that with consistent efforts and
spirits, Ministry of IT and Telecommunication will
continue to undertakes more challenging and pro-
ductive programs in the future, for the promotion
of IT and Telecommunication related services. I
would like to congratulate Federal Minister for IT
and Telecommunication Syed Amin ul Haque, the
dynamic teams of USF & PTCL on the award of
these projects that have been designed to connect
372 educational institutions, 170 health facilities,
217 government offices and 131 banks within 5 km
radius of the node. I wish them all the very best for
the implementation of project objectives.”

On the occasion, Syed Amin Ul Haque, Federal
Minister for IT and Telecommunication said: “I be-
lieve that Imran Khan, Prime Minister of Pakistan,
realizes the importance of information technology
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for the country as he envisioned Digital Pakistan
and proved his commitment to turn this vision into
reality. It affirms that when you have support from
the premier, even bigger challenges can be turned
into opportunities. With this renewed commitment,
we took charge of this Ministry and of course, the
new way of working to bring instrumental change
was not visible to the people at the start of our
journey as they did not expect such positive results
so soon. However, we have proven ourselves as
Pakistan Software Board’s export remittances has
reached a record level.”

The dynamic teams of USF &
PTCL on the award of these
projects that have been
designed to connect 372
educational institutions, 170
health facilities, 217 govern-
ment offices and 131 banks
within 5 km radius of the node

Syed Amin ul Haque lauded the great perfor-
mance of Ministry of IT and Telecommunication
and its affiliated organizations. Moreover, IT parks
are being created across the country, along with
Data Centers, policy on Cloud, cybersecurity, man-
ufacturing of Smartphones and much more.

The Federal Minister for IT and Telecommu-
nication highlighted that Universal Service Fund’s
innumerable projects of providing broadband ser-
vices and laying optical fiber cables in rural and re-
mote areas of the country are a testament of their
undeniable performance. Summarizing these key
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initiatives and projects, he mentioned the tribal ar-
eas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (Ex-FATA) and the
under-served areas of Balochistan that have wit-
nessed record development projects worth Rs8.81
billion. These projects comprise of broadband and
optical fiber cables in the under-served and remote
areas of Chaghi, Nowshki, Gwadar, Kech and Pan-
jgur, whereas various other projects have been ap-
proved for Jhelum and Chakwal, covering an area
of 86,773 square kilometres. A total of Rs4.15 bil-
lion is being invested in the provision of voice and
broadband services for approximately 88,477 peo-
ple. Speaking at the ceremony, Nadeem Khan, Act-
ing CEO & Group Chief Financial Officer, PTCL
said: “Being the national carrier, PTCL is the back-
bone of country’s communication infrastructure
and primary internet service provider. We serve
people of Pakistan from large metropolitan cities
to remote rural areas. We are glad to collaborate
with USF for establishment and operation of opti-
cal fiber connectivity in Ghotki, Kashmore, Sukkur
and Khairpur districts. Aligned with the vision of a
Digital Pakistan, we are committed to play our role
in supporting the underserved communities and
empower them for a better future.”

While sharing his views at the ceremony, Haaris
Mahmood Chaudhary, CEO, USF said: “I take the
opportunity to say here that all these achievements
have only been possible due to constant efforts of
the Government of Pakistan. Federal Minister and
Secretary for IT and Telecommunication have been
torchbearers of the vision for a “Digital Pakistan”
and have enabled USF to transform the lives of peo-
ple of the country. They have given us tremendous
cooperation, help and support, without which all
this could not be achieved. I also want to congrat-
ulate the very hard-working team of PTCL, who is
being awarded the projects worth Rs3 billion that aims
at laying of 1,078 km of optic fiber cable to connect
140 unserved Union Councils & Towns, benefitting
a population of around 4.7 million people. I am also
very proud of my team at USF who has done its best
to make these projects successful.” m
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o0 measure the performance and ser-
vice quality of 2G, 3G and 4G of cel-
lular mobile operators (CMOs), PTA
performed the Independent Quality of
Service (QoS) survey using the newly procured
automated QoS monitoring and benchmarking
tool “Smart-Benchmarker” from November 23 to
December 11, 2020, in Kabirwala, Hyderabad, Is-
lamabad, Karachi, Lahore, Quetta, and Peshawar.

Drive test teams selected survey routes in such
a manner to cover main roads, service roads, and
the majority of sectors/colonies. During the sur-
vey, Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) of data
service, SMS service, and voice services have been
measured.

The performance of voice services of CMOs
has been checked by measuring the grade of ser-
vice, service accessibility, call connection time, call
completion ratio, and end-to-end speech quality.

Grade of service is the probability that the end
customer cannot access the mobile services when
requested if it is offered by a display of the net-
work indicator on the mobile phone. In simple
words, the grade of service is network blocking.
None of the CMOs have achieved the grade of ser-
vice of <2 percent in all the surveyed cities.

Service accessibility is the probability that the
user can access the desired service. Given network
accessibility is a precondition for this phase. None
of the CMOs have achieved the service accessibil-
ity of > 98% in all the surveyed cities.

Drive test teams selected
survey routes in such a
manner to cover main roads,
service roads, and the
majority of sectors/colonies.
During the survey, Key
Performance Indicators
(KPIs) of data service, SMS
service, and voice services
have been measured

Call Connection Time is the time between
sending complete call initiation information by
the caller and the in return receipt of call setup no-
tification. In simple words, it is the time between
dialing a number and hearing the ring-back tone.

None of the CMOs have achieved the call con-
nection time of < 6.5 Seconds in all the surveyed
cities.

Call completion ratio is the probability that a
service, once obtained, will continue to be provid-
ed under given conditions for a given time dura-
tion or until deliberately terminated by either call-
er (A-party) or receiver (B-party). In simple words,
this KPI provides information about call drops.
None of the CMOs have achieved the call comple-
tion ratio of > 98% in all the surveyed cities.

End-to-end speech quality is the degree of
speech quality that a listener perceives at the ter-
minal/mobile with a talker at the other end. In
simple words, it provides information about the
clarity of voice. None of the CMOs have achieved
the end-to-end speech quality/ mean opinion
score of > 3 in all the surveyed cities.

Inter System Handover is the measurement of
success of Handover in 3G/2G for circuit switched
voice. Telenor & Ufone have not achieved the Inter
System Handover for circuit switched voice only
of >98 percent in all the surveyed cities.

The performance of data services of CMOs
has been checked by measuring user data through-
put and signal strength (i.e., received signal code
power (RSCP) for 3G and reference signal receive
power (RSRP) for 4G).

User data throughput is a KPI that defines user
data rate (Internet speed) to be provided by CMOs
to mobile users across the coverage areas.
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PTA releases QoS
survey results of 4th
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Jazz has a higher percentage of 4G Excellent Coverage,
which resulted in higher 4G User Data Throughput. The
highest percentage of 4G Excellent Coverage was 41.7
percent of Jazz at Karachi. The average percentage of 4G
Exxcellent Coverage of Jazz, Telenor, Zong and Ufone, was
22.2 percent, 17.3 percent, 144 percent, and 6.6 percent,

respectively

CMOs have achieved the threshold value of
minimum 256Kbps of 3G User Data Throughput
in all surveyed cities. Except for Zong at Lahore,
Peshawar, and Kabirwala, and Ufone at Quetta,
CMOs have achieved the threshold value of mini-
mum 2Mbps of 4G User Data Throughput in sur-
veyed cities.

Mobile network signal strength is measured in
decibels (dBm). Signal strength can range from ap-
proximately -30 dBm to -100 dBm. The closer that
number is to 0, the stronger is the signal. In gener-
al, anything better than -85 decibels is considered
a usable signal.

After a detailed analysis of the survey results,
PTA found the voice and SMS services of the
CMOs below the minimum required licensing
standards. Whereas, data services of all CMOs
were found satisfactory and up to the mark.

Cellular mobile operators have missed most
of the key performance indicators (KPIs) set in
their license, and applicable regulations revealed
an independent quality of service survey carried
out by the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority
(PTA).

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

In CMOs licenses, mobile signal strength mini-
mum level outdoor is defined as -100dBm with 90
percent confidence.

Signal Strength

Category Description

1. -65 to 0 excellent strong signal with maxi-
mum data speed

2. -75 to -65 good strong signal with good data
speed

3. -85 to -75 fair fair, useful & reliable data
speed is attainable

4. -100 to -85 poor marginal data speed with
possibility of drop-out

5. -140 to -100 very poor/no performance will
drop drastically

The analysis of signal strength samples record-
ed during the driving test on survey routes revealed
the following:

Ufone has a higher percentage of 3G Excel-
lent Coverage, which resulted in higher 3G User
Data Throughput. The highest percentage of 3G
excellent coverage was 86.5 percent of Ufone at
Karachi, whereas the lowest percentage was 18.9
percent of Jazz at Kabirwala.
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The average percentage of 3G Excellent Cover-
age of Ufone, Zong, Telenor, and Jazz was found
as 70.8 percent, 62.3 percent, 58.9 percent, and
52.3 percent, respectively.

The average percentage of 3G good coverage
of Jazz, Zong, Telenor, and Ufone was 31.7 per-
cent, 28 percent, 27.5 percent, and 21.2 percent,
respectively.

The average percentage of 3G fair coverage of
Jazz, Telenor, Zong, and Ufone was 12.9 percent,
11.5 percent, 8.8 percent, and 7.5 percent, respec-
tively.

Jazz has a higher percentage of 4G excellent
coverage, which resulted in higher 4G User Data
Throughput.

The highest percentage of 4G excellent cover-
age was 41.7 percent of Jazz at Karachi, whereas
the lowest percentage was 0.8 percent of Telenor
at Kabirwala.

The average percentage of 4G excellent cover-
age of Jazz, Telenor, Zong and Ufone, was 22.2

percent, 17.3 percent, 14.4 percent, and 6.6 per-
cent, respectively.

A lower percentage indicates that CMOs re-
quire further network expansion to serve the cus-
tomers better. The average percentage of 4G good
coverage of Zong, Jazz, Telenor and Ufone, was
39.1 percent, 34 percent, 27.5 percent, and 24.5
percent, respectively. The average percentage of
4G fair coverage of Ufone, Zong, Telenor and
Jazz was 33.6 percent, 33 percent, 29.7 percent,
and 29.2 percent, respectively.

The average percentage of 4G poor coverage
of Ufone, Telenor, Jazz and Zong was 32.3 per-
cent, 24.3 percent, 14 percent, and 13.2 percent,
respectively.

The performance of SMS services of CMOs
has been checked by measuring SMS success rate
and end-to-end SMS Delivery Time.

SMS success rate

SMS success rate is the probability that a short
message is delivered successfully, end-to-end when

requested, and relevant information is displayed
on the mobile phone. It provides information
about the successful delivery of SMS.

None of the CMOs have achieved the thresh-
old value of SMS Success Rate of 99 percent in all
surveyed cities.

End-to-end SMS delivery time is the time be-
tween sending a short message to a short message
center and receiving the very same short message
at the intended mobile phone (receiver). It pro-
vides the average time taken for delivery of a short
message from sender to recipient.

Except for Telenor at Islamabad, Lahore, and
Peshawar, CMOs have achieved the threshold val-
ue of SMS end-to-end delivery time of 12 seconds
in surveyed cities.

Based on the survey results, PTA has directed
the CMOs to rectify the identified anomalies and
take corrective measures to improve voice, SMS,
and data services up to the licensed standards
within 30 days. =

MOI'TT launches disaster recovery
center to strengthen the security of
government data

"
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\STER RECOVERY CENTRE, LAHORE |

inister for Information Technology
and Telecom Syed Amin Ul Haque
virtually inaugurated the Disaster
Recovery Centre (DRC) Lahore for
National Data Centre of National Telecommunica-
tion Corporation (NTC). The new site is full-fledged
Data Centre which will not only work as backup to
existing Data Centre, but also provide enhanced ca-
pacity for provision of cloud based services to the
government with advanced features and security.

The inauguration ceremony was attended by
Secretary IT, Telecom Shoaib Ahmed Siddiqui,
CEO Huawei Mark Meng, MD EBG Huawei GAO
Weijie and others. Syed Amin Ul Haque congratu-
lated NTC management for completion of an im-
portant project of DRC to strengthen the security
and availability of government data.

The minister also appreciated MD NTC for his
leadership and management for the phenomenal de-
velopment of ICT infrastructure in the Public Sector
without any government funding.

Earlier, briefing the minister, MD NTC Brig (R)
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Viqar Rashid Khan said that this was a historic occa-
sion for NTC to have achieved the milestone of es-
tablishing DRC in Lahore. “This day is also import-
ant as NTC has completed its 25 years’ journey,”
he said. The MD said the site of Disaster Recovery
was an integral part of NDC. In 2016, NTC estab-
lished a Cloud Based Tier-III complaint ISO 27001
certified National Data Centre at Islamabad. In a
record period of of 5 months, since then, NDC has
helped the government to implement e-governance,
e-health and e-education plan in a transparent man-
ner besides ensuring storage of government data at
a secure centralized place. It is important to mention
that NTC has shown record growth in Exchanges
at 225 per cent, record expansion to new districts/
cities at 50 per cent, record ADP completion in FY-
2016-17 and 2019-20 atl00 per cent, subscribers
growth at 16 per cent with broadband subscribers
growth at 115 per cent.

The MD said during COVID-19, NTC National
Data Centre acted as the main platform for hosting
all the system/web/mobile applications developed

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK
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for data acquisition and data analysis, which as-
sisted National Command and Operation Centre
and other policy/decision makers. He said, “Even
during COVID-19, when every department was de-
manding special funds to fight against the pandem-
ic, the NTC earned profit of Rs578 million in fiscal
year 2019-20".

The MD said the NTC has managed to complete
100 per cent Annual Development Plan during fis-
cal year 2019-20 which was a record in the public
sector. Later, taking to media persons, the minister
said the federal government has announced Rsl.1
trillion development prorgamme for Karachi. The
people of Karachi would earn Rs3.3 trillion to the
government, he added. He said it was basically re-
sponsibility of the provincial government, however,
she failed to do so. He said K-4 project has already
taken over by WAPDA and it would be completed
in three years.

Similarly, the minister said the Green Line Proj-
ect was also being funded by the Federal Govern-
ment and would be completed by June 30, 2021. =
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WhatsApp's
new privacy policy

sparks outery

The popular messaging platform, WhatsApp, owned by Facebook with a user-base of more than 2.5
billion, in a surprise move, has updated its privacy policy. Users are receiving this notice via a
pop-up alert in the App, narrowing down on the new set of policies that are in place. This has stirred
a massive debate about Facebook’s promise of privacy and keeping the user interest ahead.
WhatsApp update policy to the Chat App could prove controversial. Facebook is the parent
company of WhatsApp and Instagram.

When Facebook acquired WhatsApp for $19 billion, it vowed to protect user privacy, and that no
changes would be made to its policy. The messaging app’s data was however shared by default with
Facebook for better ad targeting— but the users could opt-out any time without any strings attached.
Now, the tables have turned (outside Europe at least), as the opt-out option is going to be completely
removed by February 8. Declining the new policies would now mean you’ll no longer be able to use
WhatsApp.

The U-turn from the “respect for your privacy,” DNA of the App with the end-to-end encryption
across chats right since 2016, is disappointing to say the least. Obviously, the App has landed in the
wrong hands, and now Facebook is doing everything to exploit users’ data for its own revenue
generating motives that have deep roots in the way the business model operates.
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n a response to the new WhatsApp privacy

policy, that openly allows sharing of users’

data with Facebook, Minister of Science and

Technology, Fawad Chaudhry has said that
the Ministry is considering to introduce strict data
protection laws in the country to safeguard the
data and the privacy of its citizens.

The Minister also said that cybersecurity is a
major concern and the government was actively
looking for ways and
means to protect the
personal data of the
subscribers.

WhatsApp has
maintained that the
personal messag-
es of its users will
| be safe and secure

. through end-to-
end encryption so
much so that even
WhatsApp will not
have access to read them. However, other infor-
mation like location, IP addresses, operating sys-
tems, IMEI information will be shared with Face-
book. Despite that, it is a matter of concern that
these terms and conditions will not be applied
to the people of the European Union since they
are safeguarded against such measures through
strong data protection laws but other users will be
obliged to either accept the policy or be relieved
of their account.

WhatsApp privacy policy and terms of service
have been laid down in a long 8,000 odd words
legal jargon (like every other policy on the planet)
that in the best case would not be clear to a nor-
mal user. To cut short, now the App will share
data with the parent company that included lo-
cation data, battery level, IMEI number, mobile
network, and even more of the users.

Not only this, the App will share informa-
tion to the Facebook about the groups you are
participating in, the real-time status, profile pho-
to(s) or even the data about your online status on
WhatsApp. If that wasn’t enough, WhatsApp has

Faderal Minister for Infarmation
Technology and Telecommunicafion

a separate section in the new policy by the name,
“Transactions and Payments Data.” If you’ve al-
ready assumed, then let us tell you for the sake
of it — the information of your payments made
through the App will also be stored. Facebook
claims to use this just for analysis purposes. Let’s
hope it stay that way— in the worst-case scenario.

While as the unassuming user you might
think that has no repercussions but experts know
there’s a lot to lose in the long run as your person-
al data is now exposed to even more possibilities
of exploitation even though Facebook would not
inherently want to do that, in the online space
things aren’t as simple as they seem.

The notification includes important updates,
such as increasing the company’s authority over
the user data and allowing businesses to store and
manage WhatsApp chats using Facebook’s ser-
vices. WhatsApp will be able to connect to its oth-
er services. WhatsApp has updated the website to
provide all details regarding changes in the policy.

One of the most notable of these changes is

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

that the company will be able to manage the de-
tails of the submitted users. The company has also
updated the details of user connections. A sepa-
rate section of transaction and payments data is
also being added by the company. Explaining the
update of WhatsApp, Facebook said, now your
chats with each other, which includes all kinds of
topics, images, files, and other content were no
longer secure and end-to-end encrypted.

Facebook will also have access to WhatsApp
data and all data stored in your phone, including
contact numbers, documents, chats, voice messag-
es, and images get from WhatsApp and Instagram
without your permission.

In December 2020, the data of the three com-
panies were first shared in violation of the data on
Facebook and Instagram. Now, in the second step,
the data of the three companies is being shared.
Companies are doing commercial business with
Facebook, WhatsApp, and Instagram. With this,
user data from all over the world can now be used
for various purposes, while according to these
laws, it is very easy to estimate that the company
will first save the data of all users and only then

-

vie thinking what 10 do now after
sccepting the policy without even
‘aading it

EWhatsappMewPolicy

Uper's provacy sfier ey Lpelaie of
WAl

WHY WHATSAPP’S
NEW PRIVACY
POLICY IS NO
BIG SHOCK
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will be able to share it with someone. It so hap-
pens that whatever chat you are having is being
secured by the company. Governments around
the world have started formulating their strategies
on the entire issue.

Governments all over the world have begun to
frame their own strategies and take steps in their
own cybersecurity, as the privacy that WhatsApp
has changed in the
current situation, is
invaluable data not
only for consum-
ers but also for the
governments them-
selves. Now that pri-
vate data has become
insecure. So law
enforcement  agen-
cies on their own
will now be forced
to figure out how to
protect the lives and
property of their people as well as cyber, digital,
social media.

It will now be a challenge to deal with
WhatsApp, Facebook , and Instagram so that law
enforcement agencies in their respective coun-
tries, can tell their people how to end this ‘digital
media grandeur’. It also explains how it processes
device, connection, and location information. Ac-
cording to the company, we collect details about
the device and connection when you install, ac-
cess, Or use our services.

With companies doing business with
WhatsApp and Instagram, user data from around
the world can now be used for a variety of pur-
poses, while the rules make it extremely easy to
estimate that the company will first secure all user
data and only then will you be able to share it with
anyone, which means that whatever chat you are
having is being saved by the company.

These details include hardware model, oper-
ating system information, battery level, signal
strength, app version, browser information, mo-
bile network connection information, language
and time zone, IP address, device operating oper-
ations. The company also states that it collects the

The company also states that it
collects the location of the
device with your permission
when you use features related to
our location. But this new policy
is being termed by cyber
experts, a “digital robbery.”

location of the device with your permission when
you use features related to our location, however,
this new policy from cyber experts is being called
a digital robbery. Cyber experts say, in the future,
you may be able to send messages from your Face-
book to WhatsApp and from WhatsApp to Face-
book, etc. This is a kind of hand-to-hand feature.

Details that are assumed to be not disclosed,
will now be accessed and shared with Facebook
and its affiliates. All of Facebook’s data policy
will now be applied to WhatsApp data to help
the law enforced. If users share any type of data,
Facebook will have the right to republish it. This
means that data will be stored somewhere and not
with the original company. Facebook will mon-
etize it for agencies and give it to ads etc. It will
also do with WhatsApp data. Now even you have
left WhatsApp, your data will transfer to the oth-
er company for you being part of the WhatsApp
group.

There are more than two and a half billion us-
ers on Instagram, Facebook, and WhatsApp and
they have taken the whole system in their hand.
So the question is not of the users only but of the
entire system. m
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ocial media is an innovation of the time but

whosever facilitates it causes many troubles

because of it’s inherited short comings. It is

commonly said that social media joins the
people through information, communication, pic-
ture sharing and other variety. It’s a point to pon-
der whether social media is curbing pinching and
awfully disturbing people. It’s a common obser-
vation that whosoever is social media addict dam
care about talking to the people in vicinity, though
they are the parents or the friends. This cause of
alienation rests in
addiction. Where-
from addiction
come and became
indispensible is a
notable event to be
explored.

The behaviour
' is equally evident
through which
mask of people
showing what they
are not to impress
others. They depict
that they normally dine out. This stretches us to
think over whether the local indigenous food has
lost it’s worth and cultural acceptability though
cheap and beneficial for health. It attracts the ladies
to go for brands leaving simple life aside.

Language is always drawn from the prevalent
culture of society. The language has been changed
wherein the gender dispositions are being waved
off to lay a stress. It is followed with pride and effort
is made to stretch it to the level of acceptability. The
words which had been used by illiterates or people
in the streets are being persued and used by intellec-
tual eliots bestowed with the use of social media.
Social media is propagating hate speech, fake news
and quacks.

SET FAIL PROOF NEW YEAR
RESOLUTIONS

Every New Year you get a lot of big ideas
about the things you will do. Write down all
in a neat list of bullet-points. It will be long
and exhaustive veering from the specific to
the ambitious. There will be get my dream
job, build connections, make millions, to the
essential live in a constant state of wonder
and gratitude. But they will never work as

NEW  NEW
TEAL - STARY

many people are great at making resolutions
but terrible at staying resolute. If you are like
that at some time in your life you made a new
year’s resolution and then broke it. It’s a vi-
cious cycle. This year let’s put an end to this
cycle and stick to your resolutions through-
out the year.

START WITH BEING REALISTIC

Setting unrealistic goals is not motivating.
Infact they tend to be demoralizing. If your
new year’s resolution is to loose 50 pounds
in two months, you need a reality check, so
let’s not expect to shed them in one month. It
won't happen overnight so be persistent and
patient. Reward yourself but wisely. If your
resolution is to eat healty, reward yourself
with new fitness clothing. Perfection creates
failure so focus on direction instead. If you
set an ambitious goal for yourself to work-
out four times a week. If you have failed to
keep your resolution. Three times a week is
impressive if you were doing zero times a
week before. Trade negative resolutions for
positive ones.
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Social media
disconnecting people

A P

The crux of matter is that social media is being developing

-

as an ill of society that makes the people follow the
practices against the norms, keeps awake all night, not
negotiating asking and even turning ear to the near ones
dear ones though they are the parents, siblings, kids,

spouse or friends

It is also a menace to discuss that the quacks
share the recipees for overlong health life. The
hazards are mostly inherited in the racipees which
may not be supported by the professionals. In con-
tinuation with it suggestions are given to follow
the health schemes these may be diets, exercise,
schedules etc.

Psychological  com-

even by entering them into corruption and cor-
rupt practices.

The crux of matter is that social media is being
developing as an ill of society that makes the peo-
ple follow the practices against the norms, keeps
awake all night, not negotiating asking and even
turning ear to the near ones dear ones though they
are the parents, siblings,

plexes are being support-
ed and made to elevate
by sharing the pictures
of cars, houses, air trav-
el, visits to places which
are out of the reach of a
common man. A select-
ed few out of masses do
the same making others
think to follow them. In
our society the salary of

Language is always drawn
from the prevalent culture
of society. The language has
been changed wherein the
gender dispositions are being
waved off to lay a stress

kids, spouse or friends.

Model a better digi-
tal life

Show your kids, par-
ents and family you can
survive without constant-
ly being on your phone,
tablet or computer. This
will help them to be less
dependent on technol-
ogy. Revisit your morn-

offices does not go be-

yond stipulations. They are bound to follow the
simple life but they show it otherwise. This act
of people calls for other people to follow them

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

ing, after work, work and
sleep time routines. Silence your phones while
with your family and colleagues so they know
they are your top priority. =
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libaba.com, the global B2B e-commerce

platform of Alibaba Group, held an-

other online summit aimed at helping

Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs)
in Pakistan leverage e-commerce to secure global
export opportunities. With the trade value of ex-
ports from Pakistan reaching a 5-year high at PKR
339 billion in October 2020, the Summit is aimed
at helping more SMEs ride on this momentum and
connect with global buyers effectively.

The “Go Digital, Go Export” Seller Online
Summit brought together e-Commerce experts,
global business advisors, and successful Pakistan
suppliers to share tips on digitalizing and globaliz-
ing business. The summit is aimed at supercharging
the success of local SMEs when pursuing cross-bor-
der trade by introducing high-quality leads, nur-
turing hot prospects, and changing mindsets on
e-Commerce and exports through discussions on
global trends, buyer profiles and behaviors, popular
product categories, and case studies of top-perform-
ing Pakistani exporters. The summit kicked off with
an overview of the global trade landscape, opportu-
nities, and challenges in Pakistan, and insights on
future export and economic growth by Mr. Stephen
Kuo, Head of Asia Pacific, Alibaba.com.

“Pakistan is one of our key markets. Buyers are
also moving online to find suppliers, as demonstrat-
ed by the doubling of active buyers we have seen
on our platform along with a 42% increase in the
number of daily inquiries made. We believe there is
a great opportunity for Pakistani SMEs to explore
new trade possibilities and export their products
and services globally,” said Kuo.

Eric Cross, Head of Buyer Marketing for the
United States and Europe, Alibaba.com delved
deeper into the global buyer spread, purchasing be-
haviors and motivations of different buyer profiles
from micro- buyers to wholesalers and the prefer-
ences for and perceptions of Pakistani products.

Eric also touched on the high tempo and qual-
ity of interactions with buyers on the Alibaba.com
platform with more than 340,000 inquiries made
daily, and how buyers are looking for a partner, not
just a seller which means SMEs need to be upfront
about strengths and weaknesses and be a trusted
supporter of the buyer.

Vera Xia, Seller Service Program Manager, Ali-
baba.com, continued with insights on securing rel-
evant traffic from a vast global network of over 20
million buyers and converting them into serious in-
quiries, plus a detailed two-year training and curric-
ulum plan by Alibaba.com to help new cross-border
sellers to level up their cross-border e-Commerce
trading skills. Jeremy Wang, Business Manager,
Alibaba.com Pakistan followed up with the special
support packages made available for Pakistani busi-
nesses when using Alibaba.com to secure export
opportunities, and the one-to-one consultations
available right after the webinar for local SMEs.

The summit also featured a special session with
local success story ImpexPakistan, a manufacturer
and exporter of Himalayan salt, onyx marble, and
semi-precious gemstones, which has leveraged the
Alibaba.com platform to boost their business glob-
ally.

“It has always been my intention to explore
the global market via the internet since I started
my business because the competition in the local
market is huge. Taking advantage of global online
marketplaces like Alibaba.com is important to any
company that wants to expand their business glob-
ally,” said Mr. Haider Ali, Founder, ImpexPakistan.

“On top of providing easy access to its mas-
sive global buyer network, Alibaba.com enabled
me to start exporting globally online from scratch,
and the hands-on trainings provided is definitely a
game-changer for any business,” he added.

On other hand, India banned another 43 Chi-
nese apps including some of Alibaba Group Hold-
ing Ltd.’s key shopping services, expanding its mo-
bile blacklist to more than 200 applications.

The latest action encompassed a number of
apps run by the e-commerce giant including Aliex-
press, one of its largest malls for overseas shoppers,
and Taobao Live, a fast-growing video-based mar-
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as Alibaba.com hosts
online seller summit

MAZHAR UL HAQ .

£7. Albaba e ang Ll ik

stegray ey [ ]

catpecms B Rl e T S PR,
b s & i
J—r—
ke e
o iy W
ot Foagrn

Ve e mpm

i T

e samarncs

R
Bumn e B Lins drad by
Fupuar b womain o b

[

By 1 G i SLm-iL US 53 504100
. vty Pppem mas
“Alibaba GET Global Challenge 2020

. Hﬂiﬁuhﬁ.ﬂhﬂmﬂ
T s oo 21
1 7 Alibabuan

HEWMPNQW il'

2020 Go Export

The summitis aimed at supercharging the success of local
SMI.s when pursuing cross-border trade by introducing
high-quality leads, nurturing hot prospects, and changing
mindsetsone-commerce and exportsthroughdiscussions
on global trends, buyer profiles and behaviors, popular
product categories, and case studies of top-performing
Pakistani exporters

ketplace. India also blocked more than a dozen dat-
ing and gaming platforms. They join some of Chi-
na’s best-known apps from Tencent Holdings Ltd.’s
WeChat to ByteDance Ltd.’s TikTok.

The “Go Digital, Go
Fxport” Seller Online
Summit brought together
e-Commerce experts, global
business advisors, and
successful Pakistan suppliers
to share tips on digitalizing
and globalizing business

The government said the bans are in the inter-
est of national security. But the steadily growing
blacklist also underscores a broader Indian effort to
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reduce dependence on its neighbor’s products, and
further hampers efforts by China’s largest corpora-
tions to expand beyond their own borders. Tensions
between the two giant Asian economies have been
escalating since 20 Indian soldiers and an un-
known number of Chinese troops were killed in
clashes along the Himalayan frontier earlier this
year.

Leaders in India’s technology industry are urg-
ing the country to go even further to protect the
interests of local companies against foreign rivals,
or risk ceding the world’s fastest growing inter-
net arena to Chinese and American giants. Most
Chinese tech companies have yet to earn signifi-
cant revenue from India, but the government’s
moves threaten to cut off their access to one of the
world’s fastest-growing internet economies.

India has also blocked apps run by the coun-
try’s No. 1 brand Xiaomi Corp., which relies on
its Mi library of services to boost demand for
smartphones. The government in June had already
halted Alibaba’s UC Browser, which was the sec-
ond-largest in the country with a 10.2% market
share, according to industry portal Statcounter. m
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n order to harness

commercial  scale
over nine advanced oil ex-
traction plants have been
installed to facilitate the
farmers.

The oil extraction
units were installed un-
der Public Sector Devel-
opment Program (PSDP)
in order to promote olive
cultivation to reduce reli- !
ance on imported edible
oil for catering domestic
requirements, said Dr Ah-
mad Tarigq.

While, talking to news
agency, he said that PSDP
project has installed 09
advanced oil extraction
units out of the total three .
plants have the capacity A
of 600 kg per hour ex-
traction and six of units
100 kg per.

All the basic acces- &=
sories like harvesting
baskets, oil analyzer for
quality analysis, filling,
capping sealing machine
and olive oil storage con-
tainers had been installed
within these machines, he
added.

These oil extracting
units had important part

of olive value chain in the In Orde[‘ to

country and will serve as

e O live extraction p]an‘[g
installed under

this sector, he remarked.

PARC to
local production of ex-
tra-virgin, chemical free

1 Mobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan

promote olive farming on large scale for
pull factor for the uplift of reluicing the reliance on imported edible oil as well as to said within the 2019-20

olive trees on more than
30,000 acres of land have

The plantation ex-
tends through Punjab,
Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa,
Baluchistan, Islamabad
and Azad Kashmir, said
a report published by
Gwadar Pro.

Pakistan has 10 mil-
lion-acre suitable land for
olive plantation, almost
double than Spain, which
is currently the largest
olive oil producer in the
world.

With an increase in
the area under cultiva-
tion, Pakistan is passing
through a silent revolu-
tion in olive oil produc-
tion. The sector is rap-
. idly moving the country
(/ . towards self-reliance by

SDP
X

! ~ | introducing  Pakistan’s
. l oA | national brand under the
' name of ‘Pak Olive’ by
2021.

According to the re-
port, the Pakistan Olive
Oil Council will be estab-
lished under the Ministry
of National Food Securi-

ty and Research to sug-
: gest policy measures for
the promotion of olive oil

in the country.
Muhammad  Tariq,
director of Pak Olive,

season, the estimated ol-

somote €NlCOUTage high value agriculture, about 2.3 million olive ive oit production capac-
plants to be cultivated during current season

ity in Pakistan will reach
approximately 1,400

olive oil was also striving
to impart basic training to
growers for attaining higher output to maximixze
farm income, he added.

Dr Tariq further informed that olive cultiva-
tion on commercial scale was initiated in Paki-
stan through Italian funded project back in 2012.
Following the encouraging results, government of
Pakistan launched a PSDP- funded project “Pro-
motion of Olive Cultivation on commercial scale in
Pakistan” during 2014, he added.

According to an estimate about 2.90 million
plants on 25,600 acres has been planted so far, he
adding that under various projects olive fruit is be-
ing harvested in considerable quantity in the coun-
try and it was the need of hour to provide olive
processing units in major olive growing region to
facilitate the farmers at their doorstep and to en-
sure that economic benefits of the olive cultivation
could be directly be passed to the farmer.

It is worth mentioning here that in order to pro-
mote olive farming on large scale for reducing the
reliance on imported edible oil as well as to encour-
age high value agriculture, about 2.3 million olive
plants to be cultivated during current season.

Average 500,000 to 600,000 olive plants per an-
num is being cultivated, he said adding that survey
teams have also started their feasible studies in or-
der to identify the area for coming cultivation drive.

He further informed that besides promoting ol-
ive, as many as 10 plants producing nurseries have
also been established in collaboration with public
and private sectors to fulfill the local needs.

From these local nurseries about 1 million plants
would be obtained this season, he said adding that
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these plants would be 100 percent certifiedby the
Federal Seeds Registration and Certification Au-
thority. Dr Tariq further informed that olive culti-
vation in the country has been gaining momentum
as local output during the current season projected
to cross 11,000 tonnes, showing a significant devel-
opment towards reducing reliance on the imported
edible oil as well as to exploit the export potential
of this particular agriculture produce.

Average 500,000 to 600,000
olive plants per annum is be-
ing cultivated, he said adding
that survey teams have also
started their feasible studies
in order to identify the area
for coming cultivation drive

“The country is expecting to extract about
13,000 tonnes of extra virgin olive worth millions
of dollars that would help to boost the farm income
with less investment and use of inputs,” he added.

So far olive has been successfully cultivated
over 27,000 hectares of land across the country and
it was set to extend its cultivation to over 70,000
hectares to turn the marginal lands into productive
for enhancing the income of small scale growers,
he added. Meanwhile, Olive oil producers are pre-
paring to enter the global market as 27.5 million
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tonnes. By the year 2027,
production is expected to
reach 16,000 tonnes.

The government also plans to issue certifica-
tions for the marketing and branding of olive oil
for the private sector. The project targets planta-
tions of over 50,000 acres in the country by 2022.

The available potential area for olive cultiva-
tion is about 10 million acres in Punjab, particu-
larly the Pothwar region, Balochistan, Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa and erstwhile Fata, Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK) and Gilgit-Baltistan.

According to the report, by 2024, the value of
oil olive production would increase to Rsl1.727
billion. “In KP, over a million olive plants are
being grown on an area of 9,391 acres, engaging
768 farmers. Thus, by 2024, the country will have
about 3 million fruit-bearing olive plants produc-
ing roughly 1,415 tonnes of olive oil with an esti-
mated value of Rs4.416 billion.” Olive oil process-
ing mills have been established by both public and
private sectors in Punjab, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
and Baluchistan. In all, nine plants have been es-
tablished in Pakistan for oil extracting. Eight out
of nine plants are already operational and one will
be functional by October.

According to an expert, olive plants would
help mitigate the effects of climate change.

They also provide permanent crop cover that
not only saves land from erosion and further
degradation but also minimize silt load to down-
stream water reservoirs.

Olive orchards require less water, fertilisers,
pesticides and fuel energy as compared to other
major annual oilseed crops. =
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he increasing
digitization of
life has brought
about drastic
transformation in  so-
cio-cultural and econom-
ic landscape of Pakistan
during the last two de-
cades with exponential
growth in use of electron-
ic gadgets and tools of In-
formation Communica-
tion Technologies (ICTs).

The electronic gadgets
have become a common-
place phenomenon of
everyday life in almost
every household even in
the remotest parts of the
country. Therefore, if
anything happens worth |
watching or reading in
any part of the globe, it
does not go unnoticed on
social media. Similarly,
the trending (the stuff of
your choice) that appears
on the screen keeps the
viewer mentally engaged
for hours.

Everything has been
brought down to the
pocket size minicomput-
er on the palm of the con-
sumer. It is a whole world
of socialization with a
number of social media
websites.

The Facebook and
Whatsapp groups of
friends, family members
and colleagues have once
again virtually connected
people.

The IT has provided
alternate means to almost
everything from educa-
tion to citizen-govern-
ment interaction,
omy to market-customer
relations, socialization to

IS
Digital Lifestyle: Rapid
digitization transforms

socio-cultural, economic

utilization of digital plat-
forms to increase engage-
ment and improve ser-
vice delivery to citizens.
However, it would not be
possible to catch the pace
of development without
developing digital in-
frastructure and human
capital for utilizing the
modern-day technologi-
cal tools.

Therefore, efforts are
still needed for training
people to enhance their
skills and expertise for the
ongoing digital transfor-
mation in different walks
of life. According to An-
nual Report 2017-18 of
the State Bank of Paki-
stan titled “Digitization
of Services in Pakistan”,
the rapid digitization in
areas of services, com-
merce, fintech, business-
es, consumer interaction
and e-government initia-
tives have triggered trans-
formation in the country.

The power of technol-
ogy is explored for discov-
ering new possibilities to
deliver efficient services
to citizens.

The online access has
| also made it more con-
venient and cost-effective
for the masses to avail the
wide ranging facilities.

Talking to this scribe,
Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of ‘App Desk’, a
Rawalpindi based soft-
ware-house, M. Tanveer
Khan said that techno-
| logical  transformation

was inevitable in almost

econ- 1 e I'T has provided alternate means to almost everything ai wais of life. He said,
from education to citizen-government

“The corona pandemic
» has pushed us to learn

interaction

marketing, healtheare ©© 6oonomy to market-customer relations, socialization more about the udility of

banking sector, praying

modern-day technologies

to_mourning, greetings {0 marketing, healthcare to banking sector, praying to t cope with 21st century

to happy birthday wishes,

sports to_ entertainment, IMIOUrNINg, greetings to happy birthday wishes, sports to
entertainment, media to business

media to business, Goo-
gle maps to webinars,

challenges.”

The virtual landscape
has further expanded
during ‘the new normal’

YouTube Channels to
online newspaper, e-com-
merce to online games, e-payment to online trans-
action, online shopping to digital tourism. Artifi-
cial Intelligence (AI), robotics, Internet of Things
(IoT), big data, automation, cloud computing, and
mobility had a growing effect over the industry,
economy and socio-cultural environment of the
country.

Therefore, the incumbent government has pur-
sued the dream to digitize almost each and every
sector for strengthening the socio-economic fabric
of the country.

The digital journey has got more momentum
in Pakistan when people were restricted to their
residences during the first and second waves of
Covid-19 to overcome the spread of coronavirus.

The citizens were left with no choice but to use
the gadgets for socialization and other purposes
more frequently.

The electronic digits during the period were
being utilized more extensively for education, of-
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ficial tasks and other purposes. Likewise, due to
online mode of teaching, the country has also wit-
nessed an exponential growth in users of digital
devices during the new normal to utilize the alter-
nate system of education.

The Facebook and Whatsapp
groups of friends, family
members and colleagues
have once again virtually

connected people.

Amongst the digital technologies, Smartphones
have played a central role in digital transformation
of the country.

The government alongside the public and pri-
vate institutions is making all possible efforts in
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to work online from
home through different
apps, software, Google Zoom, Google Meet and
Microsoft etc. Muhammad Uzair Khan, a social
scientist and educationist has said that the tradi-
tional lifestyle would slowly be replaced by a dig-
ital lifestyle with online ‘likes’, ‘views’, ‘shares’,
‘followers’ and ‘friends’ in digits. He said, “Social
media groups and pages have played a vital role in
influencing policies and creating awareness.” This
transition is inevitable but only responsible usage
of the internet can bring a positive impact on the
socio-cultural landscape of the country, he added.

Replying to a question, Tanveer Khan said that
the international companies were very serious
about the online content on social media and You-
Tube for kids. He said, “In order to avoid negative
repercussions, don’t let your kids make unsuper-
vised access to the internet.”

The 3G and 4G access to rural areas has
brought about digital transformation at the grass-
roots level of the country, he added. =
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akistan has decided to procure vaccine

from China’s state-owned company Sin-

opharm because of its effectiveness and

safety to fight against the COVID-19 vi-
rus, Federal Minister for Science and Technology
said.

The availability of the vaccine and its cost ef-
fectiveness as compared to available vaccines from
other countries are also the main factors for Paki-
stan to pre-book it, Ch Fawad Hussain told Xin-
hua in an interview.

“We were checking vaccines from differ-
ent countries before taking the final decision of
pre-booking. Like other companies, Sinopharm
also shared its data with Pakistan, and we chose
it after finding it effective on the virus, and safe on
human health,” he said.

Hussain, who is one of the five members of a
Special Cabinet Committee, formed by the gov-
ernment to act as an oversight body for procure-
ment of the COVID-19 vaccine, said the decision
to procure Chinese vaccine was made in a meet-
ing of the committee, adding that they are in talks
with the Chinese company to get the vaccine in the
soonest possible way.

In the first stage, 1.2 million doses of the vac-
cine will be procured and administered free of
cost to frontline medical staff in and after the first
quarter of 2021, the official said, adding that the
private sector will also be encouraged to get the
vaccine and administer it to the people.

“Pakistan is also part of phase 3 trial of Chi-
nese CanSino Biologics’ COVID-19 vaccine, and
it is proving very effective on volunteers, we will
also get that vaccine in the next phase when its
marketing starts after the trials,” he said.

He noted that the vaccine is suitable to be
stored, transported and administered under Paki-
stan’s temperatures and environment, and its suc-
cessful administration on a large population of Pa-
kistan will also set an example for other countries
to follow suit.

“Pakistan and China share a strong bond of
friendship, which is also a factor of procurement
of the vaccine from China, but the primary reason
of the decision is the good quality of the vaccine
offered by the Chinese company,” the official said.

The government has allocated $150 million
for vaccine procurement and will administer it to
the public in phases, with health workers getting it
first, followed by people over 65 years of age in the
second phase, and the rest of the public in the third
phase, according to the country’s Health Ministry.

Two Arab nations have become the first coun-
tries to approve a Chinese COVID-19 vaccine, a
significant boost for China’s plans to roll out its
vaccines worldwide. The United Arab Emirates
(UAE) approved a vaccine developed by Chinese
state-owned Sinopharm and Bahrain followed
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Govt to buy 1.2 million
Covid vaccine doses
From Sinopharm
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The government has allocated $150 million for vaccine
procurement and will administeritto the public in phases,
with health workers getting it first, followed by people
over 60 years of age in the second phase, and the rest of
the public in the third phase, according to the country’s
Health Ministry

The UAE and Bahrain, are also the first coun-
tries to grant full approval to sell a COVID-19 vac-
cine. Russian officials have licensed two vaccines,
but the approvals are conditional and subject to
the results of ongoing

days later. The Sino-
pharm vaccine is proba-
bly safe and effective and
could be a great help in
fighting the pandemic,
says Jin Dong-Yan, a vi-
rologist at the University
of Hong Kong. But he

The vaccine is suitable to be
stored, transported and
administered under
Pakistan’s temperatures and

phase III trials. In China,
Sinopharm’s vaccine has
been widely deployed un-
der emergency-use autho-
rization, but full approval
is expected very soon.
The United States and the

notes a lack of available environment, and its success- United Kingdom have is-

clinical-trial data, and
adds that confidence in
the vaccine’s safety and
efficacy will be key to its

ful administration on a large
population of Pakistan will

successful  international g]so set an example for other

countries to follow suit

sued emergency authori-
zations for a COVID-19
vaccine made by Pfizer of
New York City and BioN-
Tech of Mainz, Germany.

UAE regulators said
in a press release that they

distribution.
“Chinese state-run
companies, like Sino-

pharm, can produce billions of doses. They have
the capacity and expertise,” he says. “They need to
have an open and transparent system, but they are
not good at doing that,” he adds.
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had approved an inacti-
vated vaccine developed by Sinopharm’s Beijing
Institute of Biological Products. The approval
was based on company data stating that the effica-
cy of the two-dose vaccine was 86% in final-stage
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testing, including a trial in 31,000 people in the
UAE, according to the press release. The vaccine
had been granted emergency-use authorization in
September. Bahrain officials did not state whether
they approved the same Sinopharm vaccine, but
it is thought to be the same jab, because they, too,
reported 86% efficacy. Some 7,700 people partici-
pated in Sinopharm trials there.

The UAE press release also states that 99% of
those vaccinated developed neutralizing antibod-
ies to SARS-CoV-2 and that the vaccine prevented
moderate and severe disease in everyone vaccinat-
ed.

Egypt’s Minister of Health Hala Zayed has
announced legislative approval for the emergency
use of the Chinese Sinopharm coronavirus vac-
cine.

In a statement to the Egyptian media, Zayed
said: “We have obtained the approval of the
Egyptian Drug Authority (EDA) for an emergen-
cy license to use the Sinopharm vaccine.”

Pakistan is also running phase III clinical trials
for CanSino Biologics’ COVID-19 vaccine candi-
date, Ad5-nCoV, led by the government-run Na-
tional Institute of Health. m
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River Ravi Front
project halted till
approval of kIA report

acre planned city and rehabilitation of River Ravi into
a ‘perennial fresh water body” with high-quality urban
development for about 35 million inhabitants

he Lahore High Court (LHC) has direct-

ed Ravi Riverfront Urban Development to

halt any work at the site of RFUDP till

the approval of Environmental Investiga-

tions Agency (EIA) report as is mandatory for every
major development project. RRUDP mega project
includes construction of 100,000 acre planned city
and rehabilitation of River Ravi into a ‘perennial
fresh water body’ with high-quality urban develop-
ment for about 35 million inhabitants. The court
observed that the process for EIA approval was
underway and therefore work should not be started
yet at the project site. As per written interim orders
released, Justice Shahid Karim passed the orders
while hearing petitions filed by Haroon Farooq and
others against smog, environmental pollution and
protection of underground water. In response to
court directions on previous hearing, an Additional
Advocate General Punjab had submitted an EIA
report of the Ravi project before the court during
the hearing and stated that this project (RUDA)
chairman had written a letter to the EPD for pro-
vision of information about legal requirements for
submission of EIA report to the EPD for approval.
Meanwhile, the court also directed a federal law
officer to apprise about the steps taken for compli-
ance with environmental standards by the Naya Pa-
kistan Housing Project led by an authority formed
by the federal govt. Two reports on behalf of Water
& Environment Commission and Judicial Commis-
sion were also submitted before the court, wherein
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the court was apprised about steps taken to control
smog and pollution.

Prime Minister Imran Khan was informed the
Frontier Works Organisation and the National Lo-
gistics Cell person started the enactment connected
the project.

Chief Minister Usman Buzdar approved a Rs5
cardinal indebtedness for the task during a furniture
gathering connected December 18. The wealth voli-
tion beryllium utilized to acquisition the land.

The tribunal ordered that the encroachments
connected Samanabad, Momin Market, and Bund
Road should beryllium removed.

Civil society comprising lawyers and environ-
mental activists in Lahore has praised the Lahore
High Court’s (LHC) decision to halt the construc-
tion of the government’s Ravi Riverfront project.

“The Lahore High Court Order has ensured our
rights as citizens are properly considered, and the
rights of the environment respected”.

The society further stated that “a clean and
healthy environment is the fundamental right of
every Pakistani”.

“The ecosystem of the River Ravi Basin has
been irreparably damaged by the construction of
storage dams in India and by the untreated dis-
charge of polluted water into it by the cities of La-
hore, Sialkot, Gujranwala, and Faisalabad”.

The civil society reportedly called for the Ravi
floodplain to be declared a ‘National Park’ protect-
ed as per the rules and regulations of the provincial
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government.
On the other hand, leading architects, cultur-
al, heritage and environmental experts and a large
number of civil society representatives have strongly
opposed the government’s ‘Ravi Riverfront Urban
Development Project’ while terming it a disaster
for the natural flow of river and ecological balance.
Lahore Conservation Society has written a letter to
Prime Minister Imran Khan having signatures of
leading architects of the country to halt this project.
Around five dozens experts from historical Nation-
al College of Arts (NCA) are also signatories to this
plea made to the PM. FHQ & Associates, Pakistan
Green Building Council, Nayyar Ali Dada & As-
sociates and Hara Bhara Pakistan are to name few
who have appealed to the PM to halt the project.
Moreover, the Institute of Architects Pakistan
(IAP) has also written a letter to Chief Minster
Punjab while raising serious environmental and
social implications of the Ravi Riverfront Urban
Development project being planned on both banks
of the River by the Punjab government. Accord-
ing to the letter written to CM Punjab, the project
study was conceived in 2013-2014 by a consultant
whose vision was to channelize 46 km length the
river from Siphon up to its confluence with Hudai-
ra Drain and appropriate the 120,000 acres of land
along the flood plain for urban development. The
project cost was envisaged as $7.5 Billion. The proj-
ect was shelved due to the financial constraints and
the 3rd Phase of project “Detailed Design & De-
velopment of Procurement Documents” was halt-
ed. However, Lahore Development Authority has

P e
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prepared a PC-II and advertised this project again
for ‘Preparing a Strategic Development Plan and
detailed feasibilities’ and ‘Detail design and pro-
curement documents’.

One of the leading architects of Pakistan and
former Principal of NCA Prof Fauzia Husain
Qureshi, said that this project will be complete di-
saster for Lahore and its people as it will destroy
the ecological balance. According to Qureshi, who
is also a signatory to the letters written to PM and
CM, the land mafia is behind this multi-billion proj-
ect who wants to acquire the prime agriculture land
from poor farmers on nominal prices in connivance
with the government. A huge sum of money in the
form of kickbacks is involved in such projects and
therefore the government is going for it in haste,

Leading architects, cultural,
heritage and environmental
experts and a large number
of civil society representa-
tives have strongly opposed
the government’s ‘Ravi
Riverfront Urban
Development Project’

she said. “This project is in contradiction with the
Clean Green Pakistan initiative of the Prime Min-
ister and therefore it must be halted and the govern-
ment should instead focus of providing affordable
housing to the masses that it promised in its man-
ifesto,” she emphasized, while terming the project
as rubbish. =
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Software technology
parks to be established in

Al e

Fleven districts will get software parks in the initial phase
of this project, including Chitral, Swat, Mansehra, Mardan,
Kohat, D.I. Khan, Bajur, Dir, Karak, Kohat, and South
Waziristan. After the initial phase, the project will likely be
extended to other districts of the province as well

akistan Software Export Board (PSEB)

and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Information

Technology Board (KPITB) have signed

a memorandum of understanding (MoU)
for the establishment of software technology parks
in eleven districts of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa.

KPITB and PSEB have inked an MoU for a
wide range of collaboration for the promotion
of information technology in the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa region. To this end, a total of eleven
districts in the province will witness the establish-
ment of software technology parks.

PSEB will assist KPITB for sustainable growth
in the information technology industry, and also
assist in developing local entrepreneurs’ and free-
lancers’ operational capacity. PSEB and KPITB
will also collaborate to promote cooperation be-
tween the academia and the IT industry.

A formal ceremony was held for the signing
of the MoU where Chief Minister KP Mahmood
Khan joined as chief guest.

Eleven districts will get software parks in the
initial phase of this project, including Chitral,
Swat, Mansehra, Mardan, Kohat, D.I. Khan,
Bajur, Dir, Karak, Kohat, and South Waziristan.
After the initial phase, the project will likely be ex-
tended to other districts of the province as well.
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Chief Minister KP Mahmood Khan attended
the MoU signing ceremony as the chief guest.
Other attending guests included Federal Minister
for Information Technology Syed Amin-ul-Haq,
Adviser to Chief Minister Ziaullah Bangash, and
Special Assistant to Chief Minister Kamran Ban-
gash.

CM Khan termed the MoU as an important
development and said that he hopes this project
would promote the IT Industry and further digital
economy development in KP.

“Government is making concerted efforts to
extend maximum facilitation to people, provide
employment opportunities to youth, ensure trans-
parency in government business and enhance the
capacity of government departments through ef-
fective use of information technology,” the chief
minister commented.

It is pertaining to mention here that there are
8 Software Technology Parks located at the prime
location of Lahore, Islamabad/Rawalpindi and
Karachi.

Aiwan-i-Igbal Complex is one of the most
beautiful buildings in Lahore with state of the art
facilities. The building is equipped with backup
power generation, security, fire fighting system,
adequate parking, data connectivity with fiber op-
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tic and wireless etc.

Shaheen Complex is located in between Ed-
gerton and Abbot Road at the center of Lahore.
This area is hub of business activities. Mega cen-
ters like L.D.A Plaza, Lahore Stock Exchange and
WAPDA House are across Edgerton Road. The
building is equipped with state of the art facilities
like Air Conditioning, Fire Control System, Smart
Wiring, CCTV System, Alternate Power Supply
(Generator) and Broadband Internet Services are
available round the clock. The Complex is open
and spacious with clean surrounding and total
Corporate Culture. The Building is ideal for both
National and Multi-National IT, ITeS and Tele-
com companies.

Himayat-e- Islam complex is located at Sher
Shah Block, New Garden Town Lahore.

NetSol Avenue is situated on Main Ghazi
Road near defense.

JGC Descon is located at 18-KM Main Feroz-
pur Road Lahore.

Imran House is located in front of American
Consulate near Shimla hill Lahore

TRG complex is situated on 1-KM, Aitcheson
Street, Raiwind Road Lahore.

PSEB first Software Technology Parks estab-
lished in 1999 in Islamabad located at main busi-
ness hub of the capital. Awami Markaz is an aus-
picious building with state of the art facilities.

State of the art Evacue Trust Building is locat-
ed in Sector F-5 adjacent to Marriot hotel Islam-
abad.

Rose Center is located at 106-A/1 Block A,
Satellite Town, Murree Road, Rawalpindi.

Meridian STP is located at Rehmanabad —
main Murree Road, Rawalpindi. The Building is
ideal for both National and Multi-National IT,
ITeS companies

Tariq Center is located at famous and business
hub, Tariq road, of Karachi. Pakistan, according
to global payment platform Payoneer’s report
“Freelancing in 2020” is the eighth fastest-grow-
ing freelancing economy. While our IT sector is
generating revenue of around $4 billion annually,
we can earn more if the state gives its full atten-
tion to the industry. Currently, the biggest growth
challenge is a lack of talent. Availability of experi-
enced and trained resources and fresh talent is still
an issue for Pakistan’ software houses. But estab-
lishing the software park

Pakistan’s software industry is competent and
possesses the advantage of undercutting com-
peting nations through our cheap cost of labour.
The government must take full advantage of the
opportunities available. It is encouraging seeing

KPITB and PSEB have inked
an MoU for a wide range of
collaboration for the
promotion of information
technology in the KP region.
To this end, a total of eleven
districts in the province will
witness the establishment of
software technology parks

that the government has promulgated the “Spe-
cial Technology Zone Authority Ordinance 2020”
to support the tech sector. More interventions of
this sort from the state are needed that help our
software developers to bring our IT industry at par
with that of India or Japan. Only with the govern-
ment’s help, our IT industry can bring new things
to the international tech industry m
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he Pakistani women are not slowing

down when it comes to performing at the

international level beating women from

all over the globe including the health
sector. It is heartwarming to see the Pakistani talent
being honed and representing their country at the
international level.

The 29th World Memory Championships have
announced the results with great victory by Team
Pakistan. Winning the global finals and taking
home the title of World Memory Champion is
Emma Alam, a young girl from Pakistan who has
won the World Memory Championship with high-
est accumulated points. Sixteen countries and more
than 300 competitors had participated in the com-
petition via sub-venues,

Emma Alam won two gold medals, three sil-
ver medals, and two bronze. Abeerah Ather who
ranked 7th in the championship won one gold, two
silver medals, and one bronze. Syeda Kisa Zehra
who placed 33rd, won one gold and one bronze,
while Syed Nabeel Hasan was ranked 41st in the
global ranking. The team was trained by the Insti-
tute of Human Memory Development Internation-
al THMD) led by master trainer Sania Alam.

Participating countries were Pakistan, China,
Canada, the United Kingdom, South Korea, Viet-
nam, India, Malaysia, Algeria, the United States,
Hong Kong (China), Macau (China), Taiwan (Chi-
na), Libya, Qatar, and Iraq.

World Memory Championships was founded
in 1991 by world renowned Tony Buzan and Ray-
mond Keene with the aim to shine global spotlight
on the incredible power of human memory.

With the efforts of World Memory Sports
Council, Asia Pacific Memory Sports Council,
National Memory Sports Council of Pakistan and
the Global Chief Arbiter Mr Lester He, the World
Memory Championships 2020 had adopted online
and synchronous mode, where the global memory
athlete community competed synchronously in 16
countries and regions.

EMMA ALAM
is the
WORLD
MEMORY

She also won
&i= 2 Gold Medals
Y

4= I Sjlver Medals
-
* 2 Bronze Medals

She also broke
3 World Records

16 Countries/Regions - 300+ Competitors - 1 Champion

The results for the 29th World Memory Cham-
pionships Global Finals have been announced. The
Global President of The World Memory Sports
Council Raymond Keene OBE said in his official
statement: “The one shining exception was the 29th
world memory championship, which by a miracle
of organisation and global coordination, was suc-
cessfully put together by our dedicated team, with
the Chinese City of SANYA as its base. The field
consisted of an impressive 300 competitors from
16 countries and from this extensive field the win-
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Team Pakistan young
girls break multiple
records at World
Memory CGChampionship

OUR STUDENT

BECOMES

WORLD CHAMPION 2020

sral Aflar e 7T
rah Atheris 7

-

JRFARFAR

Global Rankinc

IHMD Team also won
13 medals &
broke 4 World Records!

16 Countries/Regions - 300+ Competitors - | Chompion

Team Trained by IHMD
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Ik'mma Alam, the winning champion stated “I am thrilled
to have won. I had aimed to give my best in WM( 2020,
backed by a lot of daily practice for the past two years
with my coach and the institute

ner, world champion from the 29th World Memory
Championship, emerged from the Pakistan team, so
excellently and expertly trained by Sania Alam. So
congratulations to Emma Alam, one of the great
sporting achievers for Pakistan, a unique heroine in
Pandemic stricken 2020, and supreme grand world
memory champion for 2020.”

Emma Alam, the winning champion stated “I
am thrilled to have won. I had aimed to give my
best in WMC 2020, backed by a lot of daily prac-
tice for the past two years with my coach and the
institute.

F:'mma Alam and Syeda Kisa
Zehra from Team Pakistan
also broke multiple World

Records in this year’s
championship

It still astonishes me how powerful the mecha-
nism of human memory is and the brain’s infinite
information storage system. I plan on competing
again next year with even better performance. I

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

congratulate all those amazing competitors who
competed from across the globe.”

Emma Alam is a dedicated young girl from Pa-
kistan and has competed in various memory cham-
pionships including the 3rd Asia Pacific Memory
Championship in Malaysia, and the 28th World
Memory Championship in China, having won
countless medals and trophies through her splendid
performance. She is currently completing her stud-
ies through homeschooling.

Abeerah Ather, who is another member of
Team Pakistan, achieved 7th position in the 2020
global rankings. Emma Alam and Team Pakistan
was trained under the Institute of Human Memory
Development International (IHMD).

Emma Alam and Syeda Kisa Zehra from Team
Pakistan also broke multiple World Records in this
year’s championship.

The candidates with the best, fastest and sharp-
est memory skills competed to demonstrate their
intellectual power and to set new heights of what
the human memory can truly achieve. Fabulous
performance by the competitors with many World
Records broken and new ones set in place. The
2020 World Memory Championships was a mas-
sive success and heartfelt congratulations to all who
competed. m
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vivo & ZEISS enter global
partnership for mobile imaging

vivo | [
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The partnership between vivo and ZEISS is all about mobile imaging,” said Joerg

Schmitz, Head of ZEISS Consumer Products. “The breadth of ZEISS’s decades-
long expertise with optical technologies and imaging will enable vivo to enhance the

imaging performance of its flagship smartphones

ivo and ZEISS announced a long-term stra-
tegic partnership to jointly promote and de-
s } velop breakthrough innovations in mobile
imaging technology. The first “vivo ZEISS
co-engineered imaging system” will be featured in
the vivo X60 series. As part of the collaboration
agreement, vivo and ZEISS will establish the vivo
ZEISS Imaging Lab, a joint R&D program to inno-
vate mobile imaging technology for vivo’s flagship
smartphones. The strategic, multi-faceted collabo-
ration is designed to allow vivo, one of the largest
global smartphone makers with deep consumer
insight and integrated imaging capabilities, and
ZEISS, a global leader in optics and opto-electron-
ics and a pioneer in the field of professional and
mobile imaging, to build on each other’s strengths
and advance mobile photography technology.

In addition to the joint R&D program, the com-
panies will launch the “vivo ZEISS Master Pho-
tography” campaign to promote the vivo ZEISS
co-engineered imaging system and to inspire users
to enjoy their creativity with vivo’s flagship smart-
phones. “Through the partnership, ZEISS imaging
technology will be enjoyed by much more consum-
ers. Based on the synergy and complementarity of
optical expertise and new digital technologies, vivo
and ZEISS intend to make the strategic collabo-
ration a starting point to create new opportunities
for mobile imaging, enable more creativity, so as
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to support the long-term and healthy development
of the entire industry,” said Spark Ni, Senior Vice
President and CMO of vivo.

“The partnership between vivo and ZEISS is all
about mobile imaging,” said Joerg Schmitz, Head
of ZEISS Consumer Products. “The breadth of
ZEISS’s decades-long expertise with optical tech-
nologies and imaging will enable vivo to enhance
the imaging performance of its flagship smart-
phones.”

In the past 25 years, vivo has gained a deep
understanding of consumers’ differentiated needs
through comprehensive research. With constant
consumer insight-driven R&D and innovation ef-
forts, vivo has developed generations of mobile
products favored and trusted by consumers. In the

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

era of smartphone photography, vivo has anticipat-
ed the strong demands of global consumers for mo-
bile imaging innovations. As a result, vivo considers
imaging innovation to be one of the most important
areas for serving consumers’ needs in the long term.
To date, vivo has established image R&D centers
globally employing more than 700 R&D staff.

vivo and ZEISS share the same goals, with an al-
lied focus on premium technology and cutting-edge
design. This exemplary mutual compatibility will
pave the way for breakthrough innovations, defin-
ing a solid foundation which will shape this ongo-
ing strategic global imaging partnership.

Collaboration between vivo and ZEISS is a
milestone case for future mobile imaging. Both
parties will work together to facilitate mobile im-
aging focused on complementary capabilities. On
the one hand, ZEISS’ optical technologies and
expertise would significantly improve the optical
performance of mobile imaging, taking mobile
optical imaging of vivo’s flagship smartphones to
a new level. On the other hand, vivo, with 380 mil-
lion users worldwide, has a strong understanding of
consumer preferences in mobile imaging. With joint
development and co-engineering of optical compo-
nents with ZEISS, combined with vivo’s integrated
imaging capabilities, vivo will provide consumers
worldwide with a more appealing, easier-to-use, and
more professional mobile photography experience. m
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Tik'Tok launches
its first “I Million
Audition” campaign

11

Pakistan

In several other countries and regions, the 1 Million
Audition has been successfully held since 2018, especially
in the South-Asian Markets of TikTok, where itreceived an
overwhelming response. Participants can also add their
respective category in the hashtag like; #IMAComedy,
#1MATalent, #1MASing&dance.

ikTok, the world’s leading destination for

short-form videos, has announced Paki-

stan’s first-ever edition of the highly en-

gaging in-app campaign, #1MAudition-
PK. The exciting digital event commenced from
January 6, 2021 and will be concluded on January,
22 2021. The campaign invites the TikTok com-
munity to participate and showcase their creative
streak, across various talent categories.

TikTok in Pakistan will also use the #1 MAudi-
tion Hashtag, as it has already achieved 86 billion
views, globally, to become one of the most engag-
ing hashtags on the platform, said a news release.

In several other countries and regions, the 1
Million Audition has been successfully held since
2018, especially in the South-Asian Markets of
TikTok, where it received an overwhelming re-
sponse. Participants can also add their respec-
tive category in the hashtag like; #1 MAComedy,
#1MATalent, #1 MASing&dance.

The objective of this campaign is to encour-
age and promote creative expression in Pakistan
through enabling the generation of high-quality
diversified content and discovering and empower-
ing talents.

#1MillionAudition, promises an opportunity
for millions of users in Pakistan to express their
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creativity, follow their passions and showcase their
talents. The first prize will be a gift voucher worth
1000 US dollars for one winner in each category,
the second prize will be a gift voucher worth 800
USD for 3 winners in each category.

The 3rd Prize will be

INSIGHT | ANEEQ NISAR [ ]

other countries.

Many participants have even become famous
stars on international media, featured with big
brands, movies and TV shows, attracting millions
of fans, worldwide. The #1MAudition encourages
everyone to believe in themselves and conquer the
world. To participate in#1MAuditionPK, shoot a
video on any popular theme, publish it on TikTok
with the hashtag #1MAuditionPK.

To know what other users around you are post-
ing, go to the ‘Discover’ section on the app and
look for videos under the hashtag #1MAudition-
PK TikTok’s mission is to build a creative commu-
nity of users that spreads joy and makes people
smile. Join TikTok and its vibrant community to
participate in numerous ongoing challenges and
capture the moments that matter, directly from
your smart-phone. There are some things on Paki-
stani TikTok that are only meant to be seen and not
understood, like Land Cruisers with bull’s horns
attached to the bonnet or gold-plated iPhones with
Arabic inscriptions or dining rooms with purple
tables and strobe lights on the ceiling.

Other things are readily understood but were
rarely seen, at least before this digital avenue came
along: people on the fringes — economically, so-
cially, largely excluded from mainstream echo
chambers. Working-class people, queer people,
men that dress as women, women who dress as
men and professional bodybuilders who scarcely
dress at all..

There’s Mehak Malik who’s a transgender ce-
lebrity from Punjabi theatre. She does lip-syncs of
famous comedians like Sohail Ahmed and sings
duets with Deedar, an older stage icon now sup-
porting newer talent.

There’s Arsalan Ali who identifies as ‘musalli’
and is trying to re-appropiate this word conceived
as a slur for ‘lower caste’ converts to Islam. His
videos are orations on how musallis are forced to
do things differently, but end up doing them better
anyway.

He intones his ‘fellow musallis’ not to change
their original caste surnames to Bhatti, Raja or
Malik out of social stigma. He calls himself prime
minister of the dispossessed. TikTok will perhaps,
some day, answer Gayatri Spivak’s age-old ques-
tion. There’s a young man from Quetta, Sami
Khan Khilji, who posts rich people versus ‘us poor
people’ content, concerning everyday occurrences
that differentiate the wealthy, in their fancy houses
and English-medium lives.

One video starts with how rich people throw
away their trash, showing someone neatly, smil-
ingly, placing it in waste containers. Then it jumps
to ‘this is how we do it’ and the man grumpily
flings the trash over someone else’s wall.

This is not to say TikTok is only promoting
the new and radically different. It promotes the
conventional, too. There’s elite TikTok that fea-
tures foreign airports and driveways full of glar-
ingly painted cars; middle class TikTok that has
first-person shooters with Jatt Life playing in the
background; and less urban TikTok with villages,
biting humour and roosters showing off their wat-
tles and feathers.

None of us really make the rules. All I know is
that TikTok remains riotously popular despite one
ban and several regulatory notices. An October re-
port by Bloomberg had the number of times the
app was downloaded during 2020, at 14.7 million.
Possibly even facilitated by lockdown measures in-
terfering with normalcy,

a gift voucher worth 500
USD for 5 winners in
each category. The most
creative videos will stand
a chance to win. The 9
best creators in each cat-
egory get the chance to
qualify as the winners.
Winners in each catego-
ry will be selected; based
on the video quality, en-
gagement on the video.
On January, 22, 2021, the
names of all the winners
will be announced along

TikTok in Pakistan will
also use the #IMAudition
Hashtag, as it has already
achieved 86 billion views,
globally, to become one of

the most engaging hashtags

on the platform, said a

news release

TikTok provides the ease
of interacting with other
people through the imme-
diacy of video sharing.

What stood out most
this year, however, were
the city rivalries that have
been trending. A trend
still largely referencing
one user: Silntgirl0 (Si-
lent Girl).

“Order, order, order,
Kyun ni mande ke Sialkot
tuaada father [Why won’t
you admit Sialkot is your

with distribution of re-
wards.

Millions of content creators in Pakistan are
excited to participate in the #1MillionAudition,
as it promises to change the lives of the talented
Pakistanis, like it has done for so many people in

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

father],” she says, while
pretending to lower down a gavel, in another one.
Do these taunts seem churlish? Infantile? Tik-
Tok doesn’t seem to care. She has 4.2 million fol-
lowers and probably as many haters. Notoriety
works just as well when your aim is outreach. m
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No sanction to
Amazon Hotel sans
environmental
compliances
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The project implementing body was directed to
share ambient air quality data of the site during
pre-construction and post-construction durations as
particulate matter was higher in the federal capital to
monitor air pollution ratio in the region

he Pakistan Environmental Protection

Agency (Pak-EPA) said approval of

Amazon Hotel a multi-storey real es-

tate project would be sanctioned after it
would fulfill all environmental compliance to en-
sure least damage to the environ.

A public hearing of the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) report of Amazon Hotel was
held here presided over by Deputy Director Pak-
EPA Dr Mohsina Zubair whereas Imarat Group
of Companies (project implementing firm) offi-
cials were also present.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr Mohsina said no
construction would be allowed at the project site
without compliance of environmental laws.

Sewage Treatment Plant (STP) establishment
was must in every development project which
should be developed by the Amazon Hotel au-
thorities, green buildings concept adopted by the
public buildings should also be incorporated in the
project, she added.

The green buildings concept included energy
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efficient practices and waste treatment that would
ensure zero waste and electricity conservation that
would reduce pressure on ecology of the federal
capital, she added.

The project implementing body, she said, was
directed to share ambient air quality data of the
site during pre-construction and post-construction
durations as particulate matter was higher in the
federal capital to monitor air pollution ratio in the
region.

Renowned Human Rights Activists and Social
Scientist Tahira Abdullah addressing the public
hearing raised the concerns of local masses. She
was of the view that the Hotel had a proposed
structure of ground plus nine storeys structure
which should comply with Earthquake preventing
building rules as the federal capital lies in the seis-
mic zone.

She said the implementing authority should
also have a dedicated wing to ensure quality of
construction material as the project was linked to
the future of coming generations.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

The Imarat Group of Company representative
welcomed the suggestions and concerns raised by
the experts, academia and general public related to
Amazon Hotel.

He urged the participants to share their recom-
mendations and queries in written so that it would
be raised for the higher management of the firm to
incorporate all in the EIA Report.

He went on to mention that Pak-EPA would be
approached for the no objection certificate once all
queries would be addressed as the firm was a law
abiding entity.

Meanwhile, health experts have warned cit-
izens to avoid unnecessary outdoor exertion as
hazardous pollutants were recorded much beyond
permissible limits in the Federal Capital’s air qual-
ity on Tuesday.

The air with high pollutant ratio was injurious
to the health of children, teenagers and old people
while the patients of lungs and heart diseases were
at high risk, the medical practitioners said.

Acoording to the data released by Pakistan
Environmental Protection Agency (Pak-EPA), the
particulate of 2.5 (PM2.5) microns, which was a
hazardous ambient air pollutant causing chronic
respiratory diseases and premature deaths, was
higher than safer limits in the Capital’s air.

PM2.5 was recorded 74.82 micrograms per cu-
bic meter in Islamabad, which is much higher than
the National Environmental Quality Standards
(NEQS) of 35 micrograms and the World Health
Organization (WHO) standard of 20 micrograms
per cubic meter.

The air quality data revealed the presence of
45.65 micrograms sulphur dioxide and 37.92 mi-
crograms nitrogen dioxide per cubic meter against
the NEQS of 120 micrograms and 80 micrograms
per cubic meter respectively.

According to an EPA official, prevailing dry
weather was the main reason for the bad air qual-
ity, caused due to presence of PM2.2 above the
NEQS limit. It was the most health damaging en-
vironmental pollutant causing chronic respiratory
diseases and premature deaths as it could easily
penetrate into human blood through lungs cells,
she said while talking to APP.

The official said sulphur dioxide and nitrogen
dioxide were released from industrial emissions
and car engines at different concentrations that
accumulated into the ambience causing air pollu-
tion. She mentioned that the Federal Capital’s air
quality was commendable during the lockdown as
vehicular emissions had drastically reduced.

The main reason of air pollution was a large
number of vehicles on the Capital’s roads emitting
combustion gases, she added.

She said the EPA regularly monitored the Cap-
ital’s air quality, which was found was unhealthy
during dry weather, storm or pre-rain like situa-
tion. The people should wear face masks and sun-
glasses during outdoor visits when the pollution
level was recorded high, she added.

The Imarat Group of
Company representative
welcomed the suggestions and
concerns raised by the experts,
academia and general public
related to Amazon Hotel

A senior pulmonologist of Pakistan Institute
of Medical Sciences expressed his serious concern
over the presence of hazardous pollutants in Is-
lamabad’s air as they caused respiratory diseases
and serious health complications.

He said the people should be careful during the
dry weather and avoid unnecessary outdoor activ-
ities. Use of face mask or covering was the best
remedy to avoid air pollution contact, while sun-
glasses during day time helped prevent eye rashes
or allergy due to dust and pollutants, he added. =
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usarrat Cheema, a Punjab govern-

ment spokesperson announced that

the provisional government would

soon expand a free of cost high-
speed internet access facility for all educational in-
stitutions and public places to fulfill the demands
of general public. In a bid to provide public wi-fi
services, she assured that the people would get a
meaningful digital services and solutions that can
address their social, economic and environmental
problems and fill up the inequality gap.

She said Government of Punjab was not per-
manently shut down the facility of free wi-fi in the
province, adding, a new project was considering
various proposals to provide a sustainable wi-fi fa-
cility to the citizens as part of the Digital Punjab
vision.

She said the funds related to project was also
increased for better and easy access to internet.

Replying to a question, she said the Turkish
companies were engaged in solid waste manage-
ment-related activities from 2012 to 2020 (Dec 31),
who were rejected to continue their work, adding,
Punjab government would now hired local compa-
nies contractors to remove the garbage in Lahore.

She said that waste management system would
make more effective and situation must be elimi-
nated on a permanent basis.

The cleanliness was a part of our faith and we
should play role to maintain the surroundings neat
and clean, she stressed.

Cheema also said that all resources will be uti-
lized to make the clean and green Punjab project
and provincial government under the leadership
of CM Usman Buzdar who was giving special at-
tention to the development of backward areas of
the region as these areas had been ignored in de-
velopment schemes in the past.

The facility of free wi fi
remains active and
functional at all public places
in the province, Punjab
Information Technology

Board (PITB) Chairman Azfar
Manzoor stated

On the other hand, the facility of free wi fi
remains active and functional at all public places
in the province, Punjab Information Technology
Board (PITB) Chairman Azfar Manzoor stated.

“Punjab government is fully committed to the
provision of free wi-fi to the citizens and will ex-
pand the facility to the entire province as part of
the Digital Punjab vision,” said the PITB chair-
man. “The facility is currently available at public
buildings, hospitals, education institutes, parks,
government offices, and markets etc.,” he claimed.

It had emerged that the Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) government had shut down free WiFi
service in Punjab, including in provincial capital,
after heavy annual losses.

PITB had been providing free internet service
at public places for the past several years. The proj-
ect was started by the Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) government in 2017, providing
the facility at over 200 wi-fi hotspots in Lahore,
Multan and Rawalpindi. It covered public places,
including railway and metro stations, airports, col-
leges and universities.

A local media outlet had reported that the proj-
ect was costing Rs195 million annually, causing a
heavy dent to the provincial exchequer.

In January 2019, the project was suspended
due to non-payment of dues to Pakistan Telecom-
munication Company Limited (PTCL). Howev-
er, the service was restored later following public
backlash.

The closure of the project was affecting a large
number of students as well as many other com-
mon citizens of the province.
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Musarrat Cheema said Government of Punjab was not
permanently shut down the facility of free wi-fi in the
province, adding, a new project was considering various
proposals to provide a sustainable wi-fi facility to the
citizens as part of the Digital Punjab vision

Moreover, free WiFi facility for journalists in
Lahore Press Club had also been suspended.

PITB officials said that the project was scrapped
last year and now the board, in collaboration with
the Punjab government, was considering various
proposals to provide a sustainable WiFi facility to
the citizens.

The purpose of public Wi-Fi hotspots in the
province is to bridge the digital divide by provid-
ing free, easy and reliable Internet access in major
public places . The PITB has set up 200 free Wi-
Fi hotspots in Lahore, Rawalpindi, Faisalabad,
Multan, Bahawalpur and Murree districts. The
Wi-Fi hotspots have been set up at educational
and government buildings, public parks, market

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

places, hospitals, railway stations, airports and bus
stations.

In order to provide technical support as well as
complaint handling and resolution, trained staff
are available at the call center 24/7. The highest
use of these free Wi-Fi hotspots has been recorded
at hospitals, followed by universities and colleges.
The free Wi-Fi facility has also enabled on-field
government officials from various departments to
utilise centrally-maintained online services in a
relatively seamless manner. The positive feedback
of citizens is a sign of success for the initiative and
the Chief Minister of Punjab has approved the ex-
tension of this project to other major cities of the
province. =
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SpaceX and Tesla CEO Elon
Musk named world’s wealthiest

l

outh African-born US entrepreneur Elon

Musk has become the world’s richest person,

with a net worth of $195 billion, according

to Bloomberg Billionaires Index, a daily

ranking of the world’s richest people. Musk, the

chief executive officer (CEO) of both SpaceX and

Tesla, had a rather underwhelming response to his

crowning glory moment, tweeting “How strange!”
adding, “Well, back to work.”

1. Jeff Bezos ($185 billion, US): Overtaken

by Musk as the world’s richest person, Bezos, the

Amazon founder-CEQO, was number 1 since Octo-
ber 2017. In July 2018, the 56-year-old’s net worth
increased to $150 billion, which led to him being
named the “richest man in modern history.” In
2013, he purchased the popular American newspa-
per, The Washington Post, at $250 million.

2. Bill Gates ($134 billion, US): The Microsoft
co-founder has been, for years, seen as the “face” of

o

the position of the wealthiest person in the world.
Gates co-founded Microsoft with childhood friend
Paul Allen in 1975. He stepped down as its CEO in
January 2000 but continued as chairman, a post he
resigned from in February 2014. Gates also found-
ed the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, with wife
Melinda, in 2000.

3. Bernard Arnault ($116 billion, France): The
richest Frenchman and the richest non-American,
Arnault was briefly the wealthiest person in the
world as well, in December 2019 and January 2020.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

He is the chairman and chief executive of Louis
Vitton SE, the world’s largest luxury goods com-

pany.

4. Mark Zuckerberg ($102 billion, US): Zuck-
erberg, the chairman and co-founder of Facebook,
is the only person under 40 in Forbes’ list of the
20 richest people. In November 2007, Zuckerberg,

then aged 23, became the world’s youngest “self-
made” billionaire. He has also featured regularly on
the lists of the world’s most powerful and influen-
tial people.

5. Zhong Shanshan ($93.1 billion, China):
The richest person in Asia and his native China,

=
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Shanshan is the founder-chairperson of Nongfu
Spring, the country’s largest beverage company.
In December 2020, he went past Indian business
tycoon Mukesh Ambani to become Asia’s richest
person.

6. Warren Buffet ($88.2 billion, US): Over-
taken by Shanshan as the sixth richest person in
January 2021, Buffet is one of the world’s most
successful investors. He is also the chairman and
CEO of Berkshire Hathaway, which, according
to Forbes, is the eighth-largest public company
in the world.

7. Larry Page ($83.6 billion, US): One of
the two co-founders of Google, Page also served
as its CEO for two terms, 1997-2001 and 2011-
2015. He later became the CEO of Alphabet Inc,

which was set up in 2015 and became the parent
company of Google. Page served as CEO here
till December 2019 but remains a board member
and controlling shareholder.

8.Sergey Brin ($81 billion, US): The other Goo-
gle co-founder, Brin served as president of Alpha-
bet Inc till December 2019. Born in 1973 in the

Soviet Union, Brin immigrated to the US with his
family at the age of six.

9. Larry Ellison ($80 billion, US): Rounding
off top 10 is Ellison, the co-founder and chief tech-
nology officer (CTO) of Oracle. In October 2019,

Forbes listed him as the sixth richest person in the
world, the highest position he has achieved.
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.S. President Donald Trump signed

an executive order banning transac-

tions with eight Chinese software

applications, including Ant Group’s
Alipay, the White House said, escalating tensions
with Beijing before President-elect Joe Biden takes
office this month.

The order reported by Reuters, tasks the Com-
merce Department with defining which transac-
tions will be banned under the directive and targets
Tencent Holdings Ltd.’s QQ Wallet and WeChat
Pay as well.

The move is aimed at curbing the threat to
Americans posed by Chinese software applica-
tions, which have large user bases and access to
sensitive data, a senior official told Reuters.

The order signed by Trump also names CamS-
canner, SHAREit, Tencent QQ, VMate and WPS
Office and says “the United States must take ag-
gressive action against those who develop or con-
trol Chinese connected software applications to
protect our national security.”

A U.S. official told Reuters that even though
the order gave the Commerce Department 45 days
to act, the department plans to act before January
20 when Trump leaves office to identify prohibited
transactions.

Trump’s order says “by accessing personal elec-
tronic devices such as smartphones, tablets, and
computers, Chinese connected software applica-
tions can access and capture vast swaths of infor-
mation from users, including sensitive personally
identifiable information and private information.”

It added the data collection “would permit
China to track the locations of federal employees
and contractors, and build dossiers of personal in-
formation.”

The Chinese Embassy in Washington did not
immediately respond to a request for comment.

Another official said the order mirrors earlier
Trump executive orders signed in August direct-
ing Commerce to block some transactions with
WeChat and Chinese-owned Tiktok seeking to bar
some transactions that have been blocked by U.S.
courts.

Any new transactions prohibited by the Trump
administration are likely to face similar court chal-
lenges as the Commerce Department did when
it sought to block transactions with WeChat and

TikTok. The Commerce
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The order signed by Trump also names GamScanner,
SHAREIt, Tencent QQ, VMate and WPS Office and says
“the United States must take aggressive action against
those who develop or control Chinese connected software
applications to protect our national security

administration officials are eager to cement the
hardline U.S. position with China on a number of
fronts before Trump leaves office.

Last month, the Commerce Department add-
ed dozens of Chinese companies, including the
country’s top chipmaker SMIC and Chinese drone
manufacturer SZ DIJI

orders would have ef- T'he Government of India has
banned the use of more than
200 Chinese connected
software applications
throughout the country

fectively banned the
Chinese app’s use in the
United States and barred
Apple Inc. and Alphabet
Inc.’s app stores from of-
fering them for download
for new users.

Technology Co Ltd., to a
trade blacklist.

Also last month the
administration published
a list of Chinese and
Russian companies with
alleged military ties that
restrict them from buying
a range of U.S. goods and

U.S. Secretary of
Commerce Wilbur Ross
said in a statement he supports Trump’s “com-
mitment to protecting the privacy and security
of Americans from threats posed by the Chinese
Communist Party.”

The latest action has been under debate within
the administration for an extended period. Many

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

technology.

In November, the administration put on hold
an effort to blacklist Ant Group, the Chinese fi-
nancial technology company affiliated with
e-commerce giant Alibaba.

“The Government of India has banned the use
of more than 200 Chinese connected software ap-
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plications throughout the country; in a statement,
India’s Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology asserted that the applications were
stealing and surreptitiously transmitting users’
data in an unauthorised manner to servers which
have locations outside India,” Trump wrote in his
new executive order.

The new executive order follows two earlier
ones from Trump in August last year where he
tried to ban transactions with ByteDance, Tik-
Tok’s parent company, and WeChat.

However, a judge blocked the WeChat ban in
September and in October, a judge granted a pre-
liminary injunction stopping the TikTok ban in
December.

“The pace and pervasiveness of the spread in
the United States of certain connected mobile and
desktop applications and other software developed
or controlled by persons in the People’s Republic
of China, to include Hong Kong and Macau (Chi-
na), continue to threaten the national security, for-
eign policy, and economy of the United States,”
the executive order further read. m
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JazzCash and KASB Securities join hands to
promote retail investment

customers through its app in base, as currently less than nancial education.

Karachi: JazzCash, Pak-
istan's leading digital payments
platform and KASB Securities,
the country’s leading brokerage
firm, have signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding to pro-
mote retail investment by
easing access to investment
products and stock market trad-
ing. The MoU was signed by
Erwan Gelebart, CEO, Jaz-
zCash and Ali Farid Khwaja,
Chairman, KASB Securities
during a ceremony at the Pak-
istan Stock Exchange (PSX)
today.

As per the MoU, KASB Se-
curities will assist JazzCash in
offering its customers invest-
ment access to stocks, exchange
traded funds, gold, government
bonds and mutual funds. Jaz-
zCash will also work towards
integrating KASB Securities’
popular investment applica-
tion, KTrade, and KASB Var-
sity, a financial education
platform. These new services
will be available to JazzCash

the second quarter of this year.

0.1% of the population has in-

This unique collaboration vested in stocks and mutual

Speaking about the initia-
tive, Erwan Gelebart, CEO,

aims to increase financial in-
clusion and the retail investor

funds with very limited access
to investment products and fi-

JazzCash said, “With more
than 12 million monthly active

users, JazzCash has played a
pivotal role in providing safe,
reliable and convenient finan-
cial services to the masses. By
leveraging our technology and
a customer-centric approach
coupled with KASB Securities’
market expertise, now we are
aiming to enable millions of
people to start trading to help
foster a culture of investment in
Pakistan.”

According to Ali Farid
Khwaja, Chairman, KASB Se-
curities, “At KASB, our mis-
sion is to bring the best
investment products, market
access and information to the
citizens. Until now this access
has been limited to only large
institutions and high net worth
investors. We think our part-
nership with JazzCash will
deepen financial penetration
and help Pakistanis make bet-
ter financial decisions. We be-
lieve this is a major milestone
for the country’s capital mar-
kets’ development.” m

Ufone & Infobip partner to provide innovative
solution to enterprise clients

Islamabad: Ufone and Infobip col-
laborated to provide Communication
Platform-as-a-Service (CPaaS) to its ex-
isting and potential corporate and Busi-
ness Process Outsourcing (BPO) clients.
Through this solution clients will be able
to enjoy faster service and would be able
to resolve multiple customer queries via
WhatsApp.

WhatsApp will primarily act as a self-
service option for Ufone’s corporate
clients. Whether it is customer relation-
ship management, business intelligence
or any other fully integrated solution, it
can be connected to the client’s system
and developed into a seamless commu-
nication system. This shall allow clients
to enjoy a plethora of services through

WhatsApp.

CPaaS allows enterprises to connect
to a single platform in order to engage
with consumers over multiple mobile
and digital channels, for various use
cases, from customer and technical sup-
port, to sales, marketing, loyalty and
many moreFirst is customer engagement

which enables complete solutions that
helps enterprises drive better outcomes
for customers throughout the customer

journey. Second is programmable com-
munications, allowing enterprises to offer
channels their customers already use and
love and lastly connectivity, an infra-
structure that connects enterprises to the
world.

Speaking about the partnership, Mr.
Ahmad Kamal Chief Officer Customer
Operations at Ufone said, “Collabora-
tion is the key to success in our business.
We are glad to join hands with Infobip as
this will allow us to unlock greater po-
tential and reach out to a broader market
base.”

Ms. Asma Khan, Country Head In-
fobip said, “We’re delighted to partner
with Ufone on enterprise CPaaS solu-
tions, especially now that we see acceler-

ated digital transformation driving the
need for digital and mobile customer en-
gagement solutions. We're confident this
will be a well-worth addition to Ufone’s
enterprise communications portfolio and
will further empower mobile users to
communicate with their preferred
brands”.

With the integration of CPaaS solu-
tion for corporate clients, Ufone has
opened a new avenue for its customers al-
lowing them to upscale their services in
the digital world and solve queries in real
time. As the world of telecommunica-
tions advances, Ufone offers its customers
innovative solutions to ensure that they
always stay ahead and enjoy quality serv-
ices because for Ufone Its all about U! m

TECNO & PriceOye bring flat 7% discount for TECNO fans

Lahore: The globally acclaimed smart-
phone brand, TECNO is known to be pro-
viding premium phones in Pakistan. The
brand has been trending throughout the
year 2020 for its leading phones and
budget-friendly rates. TECNO ended
amazing year with a year-end sale with
PriceOye, a price comparison website for
all popular online shopping websites in
Pakistan. It limited time offer with a spe-
cial discount offer on PriceOye from De-
cember 24 to December 31, 2020.

Tecno Fans
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TECNO always comes up with the
best deals for its fans and customers. This
collaboration with PriceOye gave a flat 7%
discount on Spark 6 Go, POP 4,
Camonl5, and Camon15Pro. PriceOye is
a price comparison website for all popular
online shopping websites in Pakistan be-
fore buying a new device, people usually
research for tech gadgets such as smart-
phones, tablets, and laptops online by
checking specifications and competitor re-
views on different websites. For your con-
venience, PriceOye brings that experience
under one roof. With the concept of an
automated price comparison engine to
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Pakistan Solar association demands regularity
support to thrive the industry

Lahore: Pakistan Solar asso-
ciation (PSA) convened meeting
with Solar companies’ owner to
listen to their issue and present
viable solutions to their contem-
porary problems. The meeting
was held in FPCCI in Karachi.
The meeting was chaired by

pering the Solar company’s
growth domestically. A dele-
gate from Lahore invited Sindh
Solar companies’ owners to
present their concern regarding
their ease of doing business in
Pakistan.

The meeting has covered

PSA Chairman Mr. Muham-
mad Farhan with Solar compa-
nies’ members to highlight
industry related issue and
brought Government Attention
on regulation processes ham-

wide array of agenda directly
and indirectly affecting the solar
business and created difficulties
for local business community.
The meeting agenda has cov-
ered following key issue re-

quires immediate rectification
from Regularity authority. The
most common complain of all
member was NEPRA charging
10 times extra license Fee from
Solar companies whereas they
have advertisement lesser Li-
cense fee in newspaper. Simi-

larly, AEDB takes 3-to-4-month
process in renewal of License
and asked companies to resub-
mit all documents again which
Solar company has already pro-
vided to NEPRA and Discos

upon their verification before se-
curinglicense. So  renewal
process needs to be simple and
less cumbersome. The imple-
mentation of SRO 604 last year
has been objected by the PSA
and the industry as valuable for-
eign exchange will be flown out
of the country to International
producer with no meaningful
impact for local industry. Instead
of this, PSA recommended to
develop local labs to ensure
quality standards rather paying
off $1300 per shipment to inter-
national companies. Govern-
ment must revise SRO 604 by
abolishing PST and COC condi-
tion from it.

Government must extend its
support by introducing business
friendly policies to boost this sector
and decrease dependency on for-
eign masters. Renewable energy is
playing key role in Economic
Growth of the country. Pakistan
must involve local players and
experts to achieve self-reliance
in this sector to meet its grow-
ing energy demands. =

wivo Y12s debuts in Pakistan with 5000mAh battery and
side-mounted fingerprint

Lahore: vivo, the leading
global smartphone brand an-
nounced the launch of the
newest member in the Y se-
ries, vivo Y12s in Pakistan.
With the launch of the Y12s,
vivo furthers its vision of
catering the youth with ‘fea-
ture-rich smartphones’ and
deliver meaningful innovation
across different price ranges.
Y 12s features a super power-
ful, long-lasting 5000 mAh
battery, an Ultra-Swift Side-
Mounted Fingerprint Tech-
nology and Al Dual Camera.

The Y12s ensures a seam-

less entertainment experience
by being armed with an im-

Y12s has been crafted to
match up to the lifestyles of

mersive 6.51-inch Halo Ful-
IView™ Display with HD+
resolution. The all new vivo

the young consumers who are
always ‘On the Go’.
“The vivo Y series has

been welcomed as one of the
most popular smartphone
line-ups in Pakistan. The Y
Series smartphones have
been crafted keeping in mind
the day to day needs of the
millennials. Equipped with a
massive 5000mAh battery,
the vivo Y12s sports a
bounty of several spectacular
features like Side-Mounted
Fingerprint Technology,
Powerful Al Dual Camera
and stylish design” said Zo-
hair Chohan, Sr. Manager
Brand Strategy vivo Pak-
istan. =

PTCL, Avaya agreed to launch different digital apps

Islamabad: Pakistan
Telecommunication Com-
pany Limited (PTCL) and
Avaya Holdings Corp have
signed a partnership agree-
ment where PTCL will
launch Avaya Spaces, the all-
in-one workstream collabora-
tion app for the digital
workplace, for the first time
in Pakistan.

The partnership will en-
able organizations to imple-
ment blended and flexible
environment for their em-
ployees.

In collaboration with
PTCL, Avaya will provide
free, full-feature access for a
limited time to customers in
Pakistan. Avaya Spaces is an
all-in-one video meeting and
workstream  collaboration
platform for the digital work-

place that changes the way as
work gets done in nearly 100
countries, said a news release.

Speaking on the occasion,
Chief Business Services Offi-
cer, PTCL Zarrar Hasham
Khan said, “We are continu-
ously working towards em-
powering organizations
within Pakistan and support-
ing the vision of a Digital
Pakistan.

Not only that, such solu-
tions are much needed in the
educational sector as it offers
a more blended learning and
working model. It will cer-
tainly create opportunities to
streamline and support
schools and universities as it
introduces an innovative way
to learn and deliver lectures.

Speaking on the collabo-
ration with PTCL, Director,
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Service Providers, Middle
East, Africa & Asia, Avaya,
Nour Al Atassi, said, “Glob-
ally our customers are lever-
aging Avaya Spaces to create
the future digital workplace
and to enable new and inno-
vative education delivery
models. With PTCL intro-
ducing solutions such as
Avaya Spaces, Pakistan will
be well on its way to achiev-
ing its digitalization goals.
PTCL has already invested in
an innovative and robust
telecommunications network
that is serving as an enabler
of business continuity across
the country. Together, we
look forward to supporting
the blended delivery of es-
sential services with Avaya
Spaces.”

Avaya Spaces has seen

significant growth since its
introduction and has been an
especially important solution
for organizations addressing
the challenges of COVID-19.

At the peak of the pan-
demic, Avaya Spaces was of-
fered for free to enable
companies, schools, govern-
ments and organizations of
all kinds to adapt to remote
work and collaborate, stay
connected and be productive
while keeping employees
safe.

With support being of-
fered by PTCL, one of the
country’s leading ICT solu-
tion providers, Avaya Spaces
will better enable local or-
ganizations to choose the
right working models for
themselves and their cus-
tomers.m
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Bank of Punjab,
Akhuwat Islamic
Microfinance signs
MoU

Lahore: Bank of Punjab
(BoP) and Akhuwat Islamic
Microfinance have signed an
MoU to provide financing to
applicants referred by
Akhuwat under PM’s Kamyab
Jawan Scheme. The ceremony
was held at the Bank’s head of-
fice and the MoU was signed
by Zafar Masud,
President/CEQO, BoP, and Dr
Muhammad Amjad Saqib,
founder & CEQO, AIM, in the
presence of Usman Dar, Special
Assistant to PM on Youth Af-
fairs, and senior officials of the
bank including Asif Riaz,
Group Head Retail & Priority
Sectors Lending, and Ghulam
Ali Khokhar, Head Govern-
ment Initiatives Division.

Under the collaboration,
subsidized loans shall be ex-
tended to small business owners
having satisfactory track record
with Akhuwat and increasing
funding requirement. This will
help graduate the small business
owners for facilitation by the
banking sector, hence contribut-
ing towards financial inclusion
of the majorly undocumented
sector of the economy. It is
also hoped that the financial
support shall help these busi-
ness grow substantially.m

OPPO launches
Reno5 in Pakistan

Lahore: OPPO an-
nounced the launch of the
latest Reno5, in Pakistan.
With its industry-leading
video performance, Reno5 is
the AI Portrait Expert that em-
powers you to express your
best self and inspires you to
“Picture Life Together”. The
brand empowers people to be-
come pro photographers and
capture memories to the fullest
with Reno5’s innovative imag-
ing.
The launch event featured
appearances from industry
stars Sheheryar Munawar,
Zoe Viccaji, and rising travel
photographer Ali Awais. The
event included an enchanting
performance by Zoe Viccaji
and an exhibition of the
Reno5’s imaging capabilities
by Ali Awais.“Today’s smart-

phone is not just a tool to [

record our memories — it’s a
partner that empowers our
own unique way of story-
telling and archives the un-
forgettable stories we share
with our friends and family,”
said George Long, CEO
OPPO Pakistan. =
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Gear up Lahore for exciting # TECNOPhotoWalk coming very soon!

Lahore: New Year is a time of cel-
ebration for everyone around the globe
and TECNO is all set to bring some-
thing big very soon! The famous smart-
phone brand, TECNO has been
acknowledged as the topmost brand in
customer engagement. It had been
trending throughout the year 2020 for
its leading phones and budget-friendly
rates. TECNO brings another amazing
campaign for the photography lovers,
bringing an engaging #TECNOPho-
toWalk in major cities across Pakistan.
It is going to be a wonderful event
where you can 'W'ander with lots of
fun and photography!

TECNO never ceases to amaze its
fans by bringing innovative campaign
ideas. So all the fans in Lahore, Islam-
abad, and Karachi, get ready for an
amazing photography experience with
a wonderful twist. TECNO shall be
taking you around the famous sites of
the city, giving you an opportunity to
capture the beauty in your phones.

TECNO fans are invited to join this ac-
tivity using TECNQ'’s ultimate camera
solution phone, Camon 16.

If you are a photographer or have a
love for photography, do not miss the

chance for this amazing experience to
capture the beauties of these cities. The
photography shall be done by your
photography king, Camon 16. Camon
16 is TECNO’s latest flagship phone

with the TAIVOS camera solution that
provides six photography functions. It
gives Al Wide-Angle Selfie Dual Cam-
era, Beautiful Night Portrait Mode,
The Professional Shooting Anti-Shake
Mode, AI Beauty Portrait Mode,
960fps Super Slow Motion, and 4K
Video Shooting to give a professional
SLR touch to your captures.

So gear up Lahore and do not miss
the chance to be a part of this great
event. You can be a part of this experi-
ence with the TECNO family by just
filling out a simple registration form on
the link below. Come and enjoy your-
self with your friends and family in this
great city exploring venture. Stay tuned
for more updates on this and more
from TECNO in the coming days.

The link for the form is at
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1lu
vG4 VAN _ X371N -
933alrjxbiZ3KChliu7VM-
sXDQOYs/viewform?edit_requested=
true.m

Team realme, real fans & media partners celebrated New Year

Karachi: New Year’s is a
time of celebration for every-
one around the world. The
young and trendsetting smart-
phone brand realme made spe-
cial arrangements for its fans
in Pakistan for this year’s eve.
realme organized new year cel-
ebrations in collaboration with
Port Grand Karachi. A Grand
celebratory event for organ-
ized with music, fireworks,
and a lot of fun. It was the
biggest New Year celebration
in the city with mid night
countdown followed by a
grand fireworks show.

realme never lets its cus-
tomers down when it comes
to celebrations. It keeps its
promise to be young and
trendy bringing this grand
New Year’s celebration for its
fans and customers. Port
Grand is a cultural hub on
Pakistan’s Seaport and cele-
brations here are a truly de-
lightful experience. realme
brought that delight for its
amazing fans on this New
Year’'s Eve. The event in-
cluded many musical and cul-
tural performances ending
the year with a New Year
countdown and breathtaking
fireworks show. Realme
goodies were also distributed
among the partakers.

Thousands of people took
to Port Grand for the realme
New Year’s celebration. Per-
sons from various media out-
lets and realme fans were the
major crowd. It also gave peo-
ple a chance for a Media
meet-up and dinner. With
farewells to 2020 and hellos
to 2021 realme’s event spiced
up New Year’s Eve for every-

Banklislami wins 4 awards at 6th Islamic Retail Banking Awards 2020

Karachi: BankIslami, Pak-
istan’s leading Islamic finance
institution won 4 accolades at
the prestigious 6th Islamic Re-
tail Banking Awards (IRBA)
2020 adding another feather to
its cap. BankIslami won the
Critic’s Choice Best Islamic
Retail Bank Award in Pakistan
along with the Best Fintech
Application Award for this
year. Syed Amir Ali, President
and CEQO, BanklIslami was rec-
ognized as the IRBA Personal-
ity of the Year while Mr
Rizwan Ata, Country Head,
Distribution at BankIslami

was awarded the title of IRBA
Islamic Retail Banker of the
Year for 2020.

BankIslami has had expo-
nential growth in terms of rev-
enues, assets and customer
base in the year 2019. Over the
year, Banklslami posted a
profit increase of almost 400%
while the deposits for the insti-
tution saw a rise of 24%. The
Bank’s exceptional strategy
and efforts have enabled not
just the Islamic retail banking
sector to grow but also digital
banking channels to become
more easily accessible to

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

everyone around the country.
BankIslami has always been a
pioneer in introducing state-of-
the-art technologies like bio-
metric ATMs and One-Touch
banking to its service portfolio
opening new horizons for sim-
plified financial inclusivity
across Pakistan.

Speaking at the develop-
ment, Syed Amir Ali, Presi-
dent and CEO, BankIslami
commented: “. On behalf of
BankIslami team, I am
pleased to receive the Best Is-
lamic Retail Bank of the Year
Award. The year 2019 was the

year of splendid performance
and success for BankIslami.
Our deposits grew by 24% and
our profit grew by 400% dur-
ing this year. This indeed is
due to blessings and the sheer
hard work of Banklslami
team. I would like to thank the
Critics’ Choice committee for
selecting BankIslami for this
award, and I would also like
to thank the organizers for
holding this event in such a
successful manner during the
pandemic.”

Mr Rizwan Ata, Country
Head, Distribution at

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

BankIslami also noted: “I'm
extremely thankful to the or-
ganizers for selecting me as
the Retail Banker of Islamic
Banking in Pakistan. This is
one of my life's mission to
spread Islamic banking and to
save myself and people from
Riba and Allah has blessed
me an opportunity in
BankIslami to serve the Is-
lamic banking industry. And
Islamic banking will grow in
Pakistan. I also pray that
shortly Islamic banking will
dominate the Pakistani bank-
ing industry. =

Dec 15, 2020-Jan 15, 2021




Oppo Reno 4Pro
Rs:84,999

SVAGI  Android 10.0 OS

: 6.5 inch AMOLED Capacitive
DISpIay Touchscreen, 16M Colors, Multitouch

Quad Camera: 48 MP, /1.7, 26mm

(wide), 1/2.0", PDAF + 8 MP, f/2.2,
O INETEN (Lirawide), 1/4.0" + 2 MP, f12.4. (maco)

+2 MP, f/2.4, (depth), LED Flash
(Li-Po Non removable), 4000 mAh
Battery - Fast charging 65W, 60% in 15 min,

\[S1agle]a"A| 256GB Built-in, 8GB RAM, UFS 2.1

Accelerometer, Compass,
FecilEEn| Fingerprint (under display
, optical), Gyro, Proximity

Realme C15
Rs:24,999

: 6.5 inch IPS LCD Capacitive
DISpIay Touchscreen, 16M Colors, Multitouch
Quad Camera: 13 MP, /2.2, (wide)

Camera , PDAF + 8 MP, /2.3, (ultrawide)

+2 MP B/W, /2.4 + 2 MP, f/2.4, LED Flash

(Li-Po Non removable), 6000 mAh
Battery - Fast battery charging 18W
Memory 64GB Built-in, 3/4GB RAM

Accelerometer, Compass,
Fingerprint (rear
mounted), Proximity

IN0NE
up
It just keeps getting better

RRP

Tecno Spark 4
Rs:15,999

Tecno spark 4 - Another Budget Phone of the Company
Tecno is bringing another smartphone Spark 4 that is
going to the budget phone of the company. The
manufacturers are doing a great job by introducing
such entry-level smartphones. The new Tecno spark 4
will be packed with some amazing specs that will give
the customer a choice to have it. The phone will be
powered by a quad-core 2.0 GHz processor to enable
the coming Tecno's spark 4 to make quick execution at
a very fast speed. The SoC of the phone is packed with
3 gigabytes of RAM. This is enough RAM for fast
execution of multitasking. The new Tecno Spark 4's
having 32 gigabytes of internal storage. The storage of
the phone is enough to hold a lot amount of data. The
phone is also expected to come with a dedicated slot
that will enable the spark 4 by Tecno to expand the
storage capacity of the handset. Talking about the
camera settings of the smartphone so you will find a
Triple rear camera setup at the rear of the upcoming
smartphone Tecno 4. The main sensor is 13
megapixels, the secondary sensor is 2 megapixels and
the third sensor is QVGA. The front-facing camera of
the phone is kept the water-drop notch design that will
be 8 megapixels. The Tecno spark's 4 will be running
the latest operating system, Android 9 Pie which is the
latest OS available for the smartphones. The 4000 mAh

battery seems to enough for the long-lasting back time.
The new Tecno spark 4 is having a fingerprint at the
back that will provide your data with full proof data
security. The 6.52 inches display screen will enable the
handset to enjoy full HD plus resolution. The budget
phone spark 4's going to be a replacement for the
Samsung entry-level smartphone.

Realme 7 Pro
Rs:54,999

S)AIG  Android 10 OS

Displa 6.4 inch Super AMOLED Capacitive
play Touchscreen, 16M Colors, Multitouch
Quad Camera: 64 MP, f/1.8, 26mm
(wide), 1/1.72", PDAF + 8 MP, /2.3,
Camera 16mm (ultrawide), 1/4.0" + 2 MP, f/2.4
, (macro) + 2 MP, f/2.4, (depth), LED Flash
(Li-Po Non removable), 4500 mAh
Battery - Fast charging 65W, 50% in
12 min, 100% in 34 min (advertised)

Memory 128GB Built-in, 8GB RAM, UFS 2.1

Accelerometer, Compass,
Fingerprint (under display
, optical), Gyro, Proximity
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IPHONE 11 PRO MAX 256GB
Rs:2,62,599

144 x 71.4 x 8.1 mm
(5.67 x 2.81 x 0.32in)
Displ 6.5 Inches,Super Retina XDR OLED
ISplay capacitive touchscreen, 16M colors
12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"

, 1.4pm, dual pixel PDAF, OIS 12 MP
Camera , /2.0, 52mm (telephoto), 1/3.4", 1.0um, PDAF

, OIS, 2x optical zoom 12 MP, f/2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)

Non-removable Li-lon 3969
ZE1EIRA mAh battery (15.04 Wh) Charging

Fast 18W: 50% in 30 min

M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Internal:64GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity,
Features compass, barometer, Siri natural

language commands and dictation

Itel Vision 1 Plus
Rs:15,999

Oppo Reno 5
Rs. 59,999

SVEEIE  AndroidTM 9 Pie
g 6.5” HD+ Waterdrop
RISV Fuiscreen 16007720

Rear: 13.0MP AF + VGA Dual with Flash
Front: 8.0MP FF Selfie Camera

ZE1E  5000mAh Battery

Camera

3GB RAM + 32GB ROM
8 Functions
Sensors

E AMOLED Capacitive Touchscreen,
BLETSLEVA 60 Colors Muttouch 6,43 nhes

Quad Camera: 64 MP, f/1.7, (wide)
, 111.73", PDAF +8 MP, f12.2,
OEINEIEN (uiramide), 1/4.0° + 2 MP, 2.4, (macro)
+2 MP, /2.4, (depth), LED Flash

(Li-Po Non removable), 4310 mAh
Battery - Fast charging 50W, Reverse
charging, SuperVOOC

Memory 128GB Built-in, 8GB RAM, UFS 2.1

Accelerometer, Compass
Features , Fingerprint (under display
, optical), Gyro, Proximity

IPHONE 11 PRO 256GB
Rs.2,44,799

144 x71.4 x 8.1 mm
(5.67 x 2.81 x0.32in)
; 5.8Inches,Super Retina XDR
Display OLED capacitive
touchscreen, 16M colors

12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"

, OIS 12 MP, /2.0, 52mm (telephoto)
Camera Ry 1.0um, PDAF, OIS, 2x optical
zoom 12 MP, /2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)
Non-removable Li-lon 3110
Battery mAh battery (11.91 Wh)

, Fast charging 18W: 50% in 30 min

M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No

emo
Internal:256GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro
Features , proximity, compass, barometer
, Siri natural language commands and dictation

Oppo Reno 4
Rs. 59,999

: 6.4” AMOLED Capacitive
Display Touchscreen, 16M
Colors, Multitouch

Triple Camera: 48 MP, /1.7, 26mm

(wide), 1/2.0", PDAF + 8 MP, /2.2
CEIMEIEN  (uirawide), 1/4.0" + 2 MP, 2.4
, (depth), LED Flash

Li-Po Non removable), 4000 mAh
- Fast charging 30W, VOOC
Flash Charge 4.0

128/256GB Built-in
Memory , 8GB RAM, UFS 2.1

Accelerometer, Compass,
Fingerprint (under display,

optical), Gyro, Proximity

Vivo V20 SE
Rs.45,999

Vivo coming with its new V20 SE, the new smartphone of the
new series with some quality specs to capture the market and
attract the attention of the users. The coming smartphone Vivo
V20 SE will be a good asset for the company and will be a
competitor for most of the high-end brands. The new device will
be powered by the Snapdragon 665. The chipset of the Vivo's
V20 SE suggests that it will be a mid-range smartphone. The
RAM capacity of the phone will be 8 gigabytes. This type of RAM
capacity is used in high-end smartphones. The Vivo V20 SE's
going to be packed with 128 gigabytes of internal storage
capacity which means that the handset will provide the user
with enough space to store data on the V20 SE by Vivo. The
device is equipped with a dedicated slot that will enable the
user to enhance the storage capacity of the handset. On the
rear of the smartphone, there is a quad camera setup. The
primary sensor of the camera setup of the Vivo SE will be 48
megapixels, the ultra-wide lens is 8 megapixels and 2
megapixels depth sensor. The camera has so many amazing
Features that gonna beauty your Pictures. Vivo V20's SE is
packing a Single front-facing camera of 32MP. The main sensor
of the selfie shooter will be 32 megapixels along with 8
megapixels secondary sensors. The upcoming smartphone Vivo
V20 SE will come equipped with 6.44 inches Super AMOLED
display that will present full HD plus the resolution of 1080 x
2400 Pixels. The under-display fingerprint reader of the V20 SE's
provides the security that will protect the smartphone. This is a
common feature nowadays. The Li-Po Non-removable 4100
mAh battery will ensure enough backup time like Samsung's
new brands.
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Infinix Zero 8i 4”
Rs. 34,999 STAY AHEAD X
OF YOUR GAME WONDER

Infinix has introduced the new Zero 8i in the market. An
infinitesimally inexpensive phone with impressive price
specifications. Large-screen phones are a real hit in the
Pakistani market. The new Infinix Zero 8i has got a
fairly large phone with a 6.89 "IPS screen with HD +
resolution. It is still a very cheap phone with an
interesting aspect ratio of 20: 9. The Infinix's Zero 8i got
a screen of two punch holes in the upper left part
where the Dual 16 + 8 MP selfie camera is located. The
frames around the screen are impressively thin in
promotional materials. The new Infinix Zero 8i's having
On the backside there is a Quad camera setup in which
you will get 48MP (main camera + 8MP + 2MP and Al
lenses. Under the hood, the Zero 8i by Infinix brings the
MediaTek Helio G90T with an impressive 8GB of RAM
and 128GB of internal memory that can be expandable
with a MicroSD card. Infinix 8i has got a 4500mAh
battery that is charged via the Type C slot will take care
of the device and the handset has got a Fast battery
charging of 33W. On the software side, the smartphone
brings Android 10 OS over which Infinix Zero's 8i has
coated its Color OS 7.2 skin and the device has got
3.5mm Audio Jack in reality they are equally impressive

vHidvE
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for this price range. If we talk about the security of this
smartphone the new Infinix Zero 8i has got Face
Unlock, and a side-mounted fingerprint scanner to
protect your data from loss, This smartphone will be
available in Pakistan until October 8, 2020, with a Price
tag of 24999, which is impressively low for everything
the phone has to offer. The Zero 8i's will be a
competitor for Samsung and others.

Nokia C1
Rs:9,199

Nokia C1- Back with a Bang!

World Famous Nokia returns with C1, the phone with
higher specifications and better chances of survival in
today,s Smartphone market. Equipped with dominant but
customized Android OS, Nokia C1 is going to be available
from december 2019, as soon as the hot summer ends.
The company has been struggling since the Android
popularity and then the microsoft take over, now Nokia's
C1 is going to be release with much boosted specs and
overhauled OS for a better user experience. Earlier half
android half windows Smartphone series were
disappointing but this time Nokia C1's specs are promising
as coming with front snapper of 5MP and rear mounted 5
MP lens that will hold a Carl Zeiss lens for better imaging
and recording. Nokia will implement Android OS 9.0 with a
twist on C1, last time the result was terrible and resulted in
a failed X series but this time we can expect a miracle as
the company has embedded the new phone C1 with Intel
chipset which ensures a geared up performance and may
lead to something better. The phone is powered by a 1GB
RAM so that C1 can run every application user wants.
With non-removable battery, the phone offers 5.45 inch
screen with 294 PPI density for sharp images. C1 may
bring company back to life and reenter the smartphone
battle. The phone equips 16GB internal storage and
external card slot to provide more storage space. C1 by
Nokia is said to be 8.6mm slim with 66% screen-to-body
ratio which makes it one of the slimmest smartphone ever
being offered in today,s market. Nokia C1 will ensure a
serious comeback for the evergreen manufacturer. This
Phone will definetly give tough time to budgets
smartphones of other companies Like Samsung And
Huawei. Nokia sharp C1 is going to be launched in the
month of december 2019 by the chinese giants.

* o O3 P
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Honor 20 Pro

Rs.99,999

Honor 20 Pro- The Handset You Will Wish to Have
Honor is going to release 20 Pro in the near future. This

1 will be the upcoming flagship of the company. After

launching the 10 series, the Chinese tech giant was
expected to improve technology. So, the Honor 20 Pro will
come up with something different. The handset is packed
with the latest SoC, Highly efficient camera setup, huge
memory, and massive power. Honor's 20 Pro will come

| packed with the powerful chipset in the world of

smartphone and that chipset is called Kirin 980. This will
also be used in its other variant as well. Honor 20 Pro's is
a 7 nm chipset that ensures the performance. All the 7 nm

| chipsets have a great performance ratio as compared to

the other handset of the flagships category. 20 Pro by
Honor with this 7 nm SoC consumes less energy and
provides high-class performance. The system of the chip
will be packed with 8 gigabytes of RAM and 256 gigabytes
of internal storage. Honor Pro will have a 6.1-inch broad
display screen that will present you Full HD+ resolution. As
the camera setup is concerned, Like other flagships the
Honor 20's Pro will feature a rear triple camera setup. The
primary lens will be 48 megapixels and the secondary will
be 16 megapixels with the third one 8 megapixels and 2
Mega-pixel Macro lens. Honor 20 Pro has a selfie shooter
of high quality that is 32 megapixels. The back camera will
help you to capture the nature and the selfie sensor will
help you to get pics of your own with your desired pose. 20
Pro's The handset will be fueled with a heavy battery of
4000 mAh battery. There will an side-mounted fingerprint
scanner. Most of the Japanese and Chinese giants are
creating a healthy and competitive market by producing
smartphones for every type of customers from low budget
to high budget customers. So, like Samsung, the company
also taking over other smartphone giants.

WINDOW TO ]I]
SMART THE FUTURE X_

Stand out
beautifully:

Malt=il -

Mokia 7.2

5.45"
HD+

Full View
Display

2

/
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Vivo Y51s
Rs 39,999

Vivo Y51s - A New Stunning Samartphone

Smart tech Vivo has got Y51s, a variant with powerful specs has
been announced yesterday on the 24th of this month. The specs
of the handset look very impressive. The smartphone is expected
on 29 of this month. The new Vivo Y51s is powered by the latest
chipset that is called Snapdragon 662 chipset. This is a powerful
chipset that runs mid-range handsets. So, you can expect high-end
performance. The coming Vivo Y51s's will be providing its users
with a high-end connectivity setup which means that they will
have no issues regarding internet speed as it also carries support
for 4G. The RAM capacity of the phone is enough. The coming
Vivo's Y51s is paired with 8 gigabytes of RAM capacity that will
rank the smartphone in the category of high-end smartphones.
The internal storage capacity of the coming smartphone will be
massive. Vivo is going to pack the new smartphone called Y51s
with 128 gigabytes of built-in storage. The internal storage
capacity of the phone is enough to provide room for a huge
amount of data. There is no option to increase the storage
capacity of the Y51s. The rear camera setup will have a triple rear
camera setup. The main sensor is 48 megapixels, The super-wide
lens will be 8 megapixels and the Bokeh camera of the Y51s will be
2 megapixels as well. Both the camera setups front and back
camera with tons of features to take photography to the next
level. The selfie shooter is 8 megapixels The new Vivo sharp Y51s
will be running the latest operating system. You will find Android
10 out-of-the-box. It will be fueled with a non-removable Li-Po
5000 mAh battery. This is the battery that provides enough
backup time to the Y51s by Vivo. The side-mounted fingerprint
scanner will enable the smartphone more secure to use. Samsung
and other high-end brands have to come up with something new
as the Vivo Y51s launch.

Redmi Note 9S
Rs. 37,999

Redmi Note 95

POWER
TO
WIN

See better in the dark
It just keeps getting better

Biometric
Farce Uinlock

13MP Rear 5.71" HD+ Android 9 Pie 3000mah
SMP Front Caméra with Selfie notch battery

=rp13,900) [rep 14,900 | &

2 GBRAM |16 GB ROM | | 3 GB RAM | 32 GB ROM e |

Nokia 2.3
Rs:14,900

Nokia 2.3 - A New Entry-level Smartphone

ech giant Nokia will unveil 2.3, the upgraded version of the
2.2. The up-gradation is taught to be not that significant. It
is an entry-level smartphone with a well-known chipset. The
internal memory of the Nokia 2.3 is also a good one that will
allow you to store a lot of data on the smartphone for future
use. The leaked information about the upcoming Nokia's
2.3 ensures that it will support dual SIM and will be
available in Sand, Cyan Green, and Charcoal color

ariants. The information leaked about the chipset of the
new Nokia 2.3's, confirms that it will be powered by the
MediaTeka€™s Helio A22. This chipset will be used in
place of 28nm Snapdragon 425. This 12 nm Chipset will
provide more power to the Nokia sharp 2.3. Different

ariants of the phone will offer different ranges of RAM and
internal storage. One of the models is packed with 2
gigabytes of RAM and Nokia is going to pack this new
upcoming smartphone 2.3 with 16 gigabytes of internal
storage. The next variant will be available in 3 gigabytes of
RAM capacity and the internal storage of the phone will 32
gigabytes. 2.3 has got another model that may offer an
upgraded RAM and internal storage of the phone may also
become double. The battery of the handset is reduced by
1000 mAh. It means that the new 2.3 will be fueled with a
4000 mAh battery. Though the battery is a bit on the lower
side, still you will have enough power to keep the handset
on toes. The upgraded 2.3 has got a Dual lens of 13 MP + 2
MP along with an LED flash that is placed just under the
alone lens of the phone. The front-facing camera will be 5
megapixels. The 2.3 by Nokia has no fingerprint reader. As
his is an entry-level smartphone so you expect a
reasonable price tag. The company is now competitive
lenough to challenge high-rated companies like Samsung by
bringing smartphones like Nokia 2.3.

Itel Vision 1

Security:0.2 sec Face Unlock + Fingerprint sensor

Camera:5MP Selfie Camera 1.4 um Big Pixel
RAM/ROM:2GB RAM/ 32GB ROM

1.6GHz Octa Core Processor

15.46 cm (6.088) HD+ IPS Waterdrop
Display (2.5D Curved)

A25PRO

RAF 8,499

STORE YOUR
FAVORITE APPS

32+2GB £ .
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EIVE i)

One-Handed Operation ==

Quick temperature measurement in 1 seconds

In Just

Rs:3499/-

Octa-core (2 x 2.2 GHz Cortex
-A73 + 6 x 1.6 GHz Cortex-A53)

()11
AT

BE STYLISH WITH THE NEW OSMART
r

LT

2 5MP FRONT
() 30 shck

Rs.7850/-

Huawei Mate 10 Lite

Processor: Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Cortex
-A73 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A53)

5.9 inches, 1080 x 2160 pixels
18:9 Screen ratio (409 ppi density)
Sensors: Fingerprint (rear-mounted)
Accelerometer, Proximity, Compass

(Non-removable Li-lon ),3340 mAh
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Poco M3
Rs:27,999

POCO M3

48MP Al triple camera
ight mode

&000mih (typ) high charge cycle battery

FHD+ Dot Drop display

m* Snapdragon'™ 662

11nm energy-eMcient process:

R IR €24 DB S 7 ks I

leye

1.2 GHZ Dual-Core
processor

FWVGA Screen
5.0 inches

1950 mAh

4GB built-in 512MB RAM + 4GB Free
Card4GB Free
microSD Card (supports up 64GB)

sd.tgléé“wu

~

J
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Infinix Note 8
Rs.29,999

Octa-core (2 x 2.0 GHz Cortex
-A75 + 6 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A55)

_ IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
Display 16M Colors, Multitouch
7.0 Inches

Quad Camera: 64 MP, (wide)

, 1/1.73", PDAF + 2 MP,
Camera (macro) + 2 MP, (depth)

+ 2 MP, Quad LED Flash
B (Li-Po Non removable), 5200 mAh
attery - Fast battery charging 18W

32/64GB Built-in, 2/3GB RAM
Memory microSD Card, (supports
up to 256GB)

Feat 128GB Built-in, 6GB RAM
eatures microSD Card, (supports up to 256GB)

G'FIVE

SHART FHONE vl

N e~
FIRST EVER SMART PHONE ASSEMBLER & MANUFACTURER IN PAKISTAN

() oot [ s B stvonsk @ wweatvapatitan com

Redmi 9C
Rs:16,699

[ Al rear triple camera

B 5000maAh (typ)
high-capacity battery

E 6.53" HD+
DotDrop display

@ Powerful Helio G35
processor

Triple camera: 13 MP + 8 MP + 2 MP
Quad LED Flash, Auto-focus

32GB Built-in, 3GB RAM
2.0 Ghz Quad Core

IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
, 16M Colors, Multitouch6.2 Inches

(Li-Po Non removable)
, 3400 mAh

Infinix Zero 8
Rs. 39,999

p Octa-core (2 x 2.05 GHz Cortex-
LSRR A76 + 6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

; 6.85Inches,IPS LCD
BIETOI VA Capacitive Touchscreen,
16M Colors, Multitouch

Quad Camera: 64 MP, (wide),

c 1/1.72", PDAF + 8 MP, (ultrawide),
amera 1/4.0" + 2 MP, /2.4, (macro) +

2 MP, /2.4, (depth), Quad LED Flash

(Li-Po Non removable), 4500 mAh
Battery Standby:upto 26 days
Talktime:upto 36 hours

128GB Built-in, 8GB RAM
Memory microSD Card,
(supports up to 256GB)

Accelerometer, Compass, Face Unlock,
Features Fingerprint (side mounted), Proximity

Ocean 9 Black(2GB)

L

.

&2 8,650 : =f

Quad-core 1.3 GHz
GPU: Mali-400 MP

12.7 cm (5.0)
Sensors : Proximity, G-Sensor
Light Sensor

2500 mAh (Li-ion Battery)
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POCO

POCO X3

Rs. 41,999

POCO X3

Exactly What You Need

Qualcomm® Snapdragon™ 7326
Up te 2.3GHL, octa-cone CPU

120Hz 6.67" FHD+ DotDisplay
240Hz touch sampling rate

H4MP Al camera

5160mAh (typ) battery
33W fast charge

Huawei P30
Rs:1,24,999

Huawei P30 - Terminator Series!

Once again Huawei surprised with P30 intro which seems
too early but yet sources are claiming that this new phone
is developing and soon it will be available in the market.
So if the give info is correct then Huawei P30 is not too far
from us and soon we will see a smartphone with latest
design which gonna make him different from other
smartphones. Huawei's P30 have to make himself strong
because Samsung has announced a whole series of
smartphones that gonna toughen the competition for this
phone but it seems that as usual Huawei P30's unique
design will beat its rivals and gonna rank in higher class
easily. Mate series of this brand is still in pipeline and yet
they have created hype that Huawei P-series P30
smartphone is on its way too. Display of the phone is 6.1
inch and it is made up of OLED touchscreen which is
capacitive and smooth for scrolling. Huawei has decided
to equip the display of the P30 with FHD resolution and
we will see a 1080 x 2340 display ratio used for display of
this phone. Internal storage of the phone is consist of 128
GB and storage capacity of P30 is expandable with help of
an additional SD card with a capacity of 256 GB SD card.
In today's world camera seems to be strong selling point
for smartphones that's why the new P30 is coming with
triple camera setup on the back and as usual this camera
setup is going to beat everyone in its class due to its Al
technology which is perfect in every way. P30 gonna come
up with single 32 MP lens on the front armed with Bokeh
effect used to blur the background of the focused object.
Artificial Intelligence is also used in front camera of P30 by
Huawei which can easily sense the type of object and it
can use its intelligence to improve the quality of the picture
according to the given scenario. Chip used in Huawei P30
is Kirin 980 which is best chipset yet available.

TECNO CAMON 15
Rs:22,499

Tecno Camon 15 - A Budget-friendly Smartphone
Tecno with another mid-range Camon 15, with
outstanding specs and high-end camera. Though the
market is saturated with the mid-range smartphone yet
the company decided to stand out with the Tecno
Camon 15 and its Pro variant. Let's have an eye on the
specs of the smartphone. The coming device will be
powered by MediaTek Helio P35 chipset. The chipset
used in the Tecno's Camon 15 will assist the mid-range
category specs of the smartphone. The phone is
packed with 6 gigabytes of RAM that will be enough to
run the functions of the Tecno Camon 15's smoothly.
The internal storage is also massive as compared to
the other smartphone brands of the same category. The
internal storage of the Camon 15 by Tecno can be
enhanced through the dedicated slot that will carry
support for the MicroSD card. Most of the flagships of
different smart tech are coming with quad-camera setup
but the you will have the same in the Tecno 15. The
main sensor of the rear camera setup will 48
megapixels that is a good thing for a mid-range
smartphone. The selfie shooter of the Tecno Camon's
15 is on the top left corner that is kept in the punch-hole
display setup that has 32 megapixels Pop-up selfie
camera. The remaining three sensors of the rear
camera setup of the new Tecno Camon 15 is still under
the cover. It is fueled with a powerful battery of 4000
mAh capacity. It means you can use the smartphone for
a long period of time as compared to the other
smartphone brands. Camon 15's available in two colors
- Shoal Gold, Fascinating Purple, Jade. If you are
planning to have a Samsung smartphone of the same
category then you have to wait till it launches.

Vivo V20
Rs. 59,999

Vivo V20 - The High-end Connectivity Smartphone

Smart tech Vivo has announced V20 which is expected to hit
the market in October, the next that is not far from now. So,
you are going to have some outstanding smartphones from the
company. The new Vivo V20 also has an SE version of the series
that is also expected to be launched on the same day. The
coming handset will be powered by the Qualcomm Snapdragon
720G chipset. The Vivo's V20 with this processor will provide
the user with powerful results. The chipset of the handset will
carry support for 5G connectivity. So the coming Vivo V20's not
going to let you down regarding internet connection. The RAM
capacity of the handset is 8 gigabytes. It will have two variants
with the same capacity of RAM. The internal storage capacity
of the Vivo sharp V20 will be 128/256 gigabytes. The dedicated
slot is unspecified till now. But the internal storage capacity of
the handset is enough that there is no need to embed extra.
The Vivo is going to equip the upcoming smartphone called
V20 with a triple rear camera setup. The main sensor is going
to be 64 megapixels, the high-end sensor that most of the high-
end smartphones are packed with. The V20 has got an 8
megapixels ultra-wide lens with the typical 2 megapixels
depths sensor. The rear camera setup is accomplished with a
dual-LED flash that assists the camera setup of the V20 in dim
light conditions. The front-facing camera is dual that will carry
the main sensor of 44 megapixels with so many intresting
features Like HDR Panorama. The device is fueled with Li-Po
4000 mAh, non-removable battery. The powerful powerhouse
will also carry support for fast charging. The rival of the
Samsung that is Vivo V20 will be embedded with an under-
display fingerprint reader to protect the data

TECNO CAMON 15 PRO

Rs. 27,999

Tecno Camon 15 Pro - Featuring Pop-up Selfie Shooter
Tecno with another smartphone called Camon 15 that
has got a moniker Pro at the end which shows that this
variant will be more powerful and expensive than the
standard variant of the series. Though some of the specs
of the coming Tecno Camon 15 Pro will be the same as
used in the standard variant some specs will make it a
go-to choice for most of the users. The chipset of the
Tecno's Camon 15 Pro will be the same as used in the
standard unit of the series. The MediaTek Helio P35 will
be there to empower the handset. The internal storage is
also on the high-side. The coming Tecno Camon 15's
equipped with 128 gigabytes of massive internal storage
to give the user a cushion to store more data on the
smartphone for a long period. The coming Camon 15 Pro
by Tecno will be featuring a dedicated slot to be used for
the enhancement of the storage capacity of the phone.
The special thing about this upper mid-range
smartphone Tecno 15 Pro is that it will hit the market with
a pop-up selfie shooter which means that you can grab a
handset with high-end features at a reasonable price tag.
The selfie shooter of the Tecno Camon's 15 Pro will be
32 megapixels that will ensure the best results. On the
rear of the smartphone, there is a quad-camera setup
having 48 megapixels primary sensors. The remaining
three lenses of the upcoming Camon 15 Pro are still to
be revealed. It has an Ultra Night Lens lens that can be
used even in dim light conditions. The battery of this
variant is a bit on the lower side as compared to the
standard variant of the series. The new 15 Pro is fueled
with a 4000 mAh battery. A good asset for the market
and a competitor of Samsung.

Apple iPhone 11(128 GB)

Rs:1,73,649

Bod 150.9 x 75.7 x 8.3 mm
oay (5.94 x 2.98 x 0.33 in)

: 6.1 Inches,Liquid Retina
BIEOIEVA  |PS LCD capacitive
touchscreen, 16M colors
12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"
, 1.4um, dual pixel PDAF, OIS

12 MP, f/2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)

Standby:N/A

=l Talk Time:Upto 17h

Music Play:Upto 65h
M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Internal:128GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity
Features | compass, barometer, Siri natural
language commands and dictation
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MeMOBILE

easy to connect.

POWER MAX

MEMOBILE

Oo\ 1.8" Inch Display @\ 3000mAh Battery @ Smart Camera
(VJ Powerful LED Torch  (VJ Wireless FM Radio (V) Black / Call Option
@\ Bluetooth Dialer @ Auto Call Recording

www.memobile.pk .m memobilepakistan
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MeMOBILE

easy to connect..
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SPEAKER

MeMOBILE

B
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9wz NeMOBILE
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. _4

(¥J 2.4" Inch Display (VJ 3350mAh Battery (V) smart Camera
(VJ Powerful LED Torch (V) Wireless FM Radio (/] Black / Call Option
@ Bluetooth Dialer @\ Auto Call Recording

www.memobile.pk .m memobilepakistan

Bial mwmw@mw SlcedkreelWhatsApplDatal@nlEve Q_Anm__.

MEeMOBILE

easy to connect...

POWER MUSIC
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MeMOBILE

A
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(¥J 24" Inch Display (¥J 2500mAh Battery (VJ smart Camera
(VJ Powerful LED Torch ~ (VJ Wireless FMRadio (V] Black / Call Option
@ Bluetooth Dialer @ Auto Call Recording

www.memobile.pk .m memobilepakistan
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\ Phones (Importer Wise)
Importer Name Brand = Dec:20 -
Y m
Multi Traders Apple - "
Future Tech Apple 216 208,072
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD Apple 1,334 1,463,438
CoreTECH Apple 592 201,597
Azeen International Apple -
GM TRADERS Apple -
M/S UNITED TRADERS Apple -
M/s. ZHANGLI IH LWTZUA Apple -
Jiwani Traders Apple -
J.) TRADERS Apple -
HBM ENTERPRISES Apple -
Usra Communication Apple -
SICCOTEL TRADING Apple 78_51 755,043
M/s. NIZAM ELECTRONICS Apple -
Hassan Internationl Apple - "
EUROTEL TRADING Apple 600 709,128
SHAN-E-RAB TRADERS Apple -
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS Apple -
ALHAYAT IMPEX Apple -
M/S MOL PAKISTAN OIL AND GAS CO.B.V Apple 100 48,222
M/S S. J. TRADERS Apple 200 129,423
PICK N SAVE Apple -
DIGICOM TRADING (PVT) LTD Alcatel -
Air Link Communication Alcatel -
PICK N SAVE Chinese -
SAHAA TRADERS Chinese -
M/S D-V-D INN Chinese -
KAMIL TRADE LINKS Chinese -
EASTERN QUALITY PRODUCTS Chinese -
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED Chinese -
SILVER ZONE Chinese -
AL NAFEESA ENTERPRISES Chinese -
92 TRADERS Chinese -
CMPAK LIMITED Chinese - @
ROCK MOBILE (PRIVATE) LIMITED Chinese - o
HASSAN INTERNATIONAL Gonex - i
Air Link Communication Huawei 800 78,180 =
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd Huawei 3,000 293,175
HUAWEI TECHNOLOGIES PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED Huawei -
Multi Traders Huawei -
Inovi Technologies -
CoreTECH -
DB Link Private Limited 8,237 692,755
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd Infinix 36,500 3,064,838
M/S. WANGKII Infinix -
C Right Mobile Infinix 25,500 2,145,149
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED Infinix 5| 207
ROCKVILLE TECHNOLOGIES (PVT) LIMITED Infinix -
SICCOTEL TRADING Infinix 46,06 3,955,446
M/S.ZENITH ENTERPRISE Infinix 50,700 4,323,511
SKY LINKS COMMUNICATION Infinix 15,000 1,218,191
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED Infinix 249,350 22,265,176
Advance Telecom iTel 24,750 1,404,426
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD iTel 21,000 1,316,654
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED iTel 7, 340
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd iTel 33,800 2,102,283
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED iTel 124,460 6,431,725
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED Lenovo -
Advance Telecom Nokia 4,741 513,164
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd Nokia 25,760 2,491,020
Oppo Mobile Technologies Pakistan (Private) Limited OoPPO ‘I 1,060
THRIVE MOBILES & ACCESSORIES TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITE OoPPO 75,002 13,016,150 :
ROCK MOBILE (PRIVATE) LIMITED One Plus 2@ 72,875
Hassan International One Plus - |
SHAN-E-RAB TRADERS One Plus - r,)
Digicom Trading Pvt Ltd / New Allied Electronics Industries Pvt Ltd Q Mobile - 5
Mobile Sales & Distribution Pvt Ltd / Green Tech Samsung - -
Air Link Communication Samsung 47,682 8,510,013 g
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd Samsung 45,201 6,992,001 ﬁ
SICCOTEL TRADING Samsung -
SKY LINKS COMMUNICATION Samsung - @
Samsung Ec Pakistan Pvt Ltd Samsung 88| 43,381 m i
Hassan Internationl Samsung - +
SHAN-E-RAB TRADERS Samsung - ﬂ‘
EUROTEL TRADING Samsung -
United Mobile Samsung 21,524 3,652,381
JADE E-SERVICES PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED. Samsung -
Multi Traders / (Blank) Samsung -
Telenor Pakistan (Pvt) Ltd Telenor - =
M/S United Mobiles TECNO 4,500 430,770
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD TECNO 16,800 1,607,530
MULLER & PHIPPS (PAKISTAN) (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO 11,900 1,142,010
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO 295,368 23,292,914
TELENOR PAKISTAN (PVT.) LIMITED TECNO -
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO 14,000 1,343,940
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED TECNO 12 561
PICK N SAVE Motorola -
Reborn Trading Co Motorola -
ALHAYAT IMPEX Motorola -
Vivo Electric (Private) Limited VIVO 374,336 40,336,363
VMATE (PVT.) LIMITED VgoTel -
SSH TELECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED VgoTel -
DAYSTAR TECHNOLOGY (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED Vipro -
ANTPOWER TECH (PVT.) LTD Realme 6,578 1,920,969
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED Xiaomi 12,575 2,270,535
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD Xiaomi 12,745 1,857,485
BAZZ MOBILE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED Xiaomi -
CoreTECH Xiaomi 11,700 1,107,382
PHONEZO IMPEX (PRIVATE) LIMITED Xiaomi 25,230 2,224,518
Smartlink Technologies Xiaomi 15,025 2,445,895
CMPAK LIMITED ZTE 5,000 321,750
Alcatel B -
Apple 3,827 3,514,922
Chinese - -
Gonex - -
Huawei 3,800 371,355
Honor - -
Infinix 431,358 37,665,273
iTel 204,017 11,255,428
Nokia 30,501 3,004,184
Oppo 75,010 13,017,210
One Plus 265 72,875
Q Mobile - -
Lenovo - -
Samsung 114,495 19,197,776
Telenor - -
TECNO 342,580 27,817,725
Motorola - -
Vivo 374,336 40,336,363
VgoTel - -
Vipro - -
Realme 6,578 1,920,969
Xiaomi 77,275 9,905,815
ZTE 5,000 321,750
Total P =X == N e F_ p-_J
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an prlvaey po “:Y* SN[FareERa | INoYTE encryption is | Partial. Data has End to End | Truly End to End If any metadata . Platform
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ANy S A m e Bt e 5 aAed e HE S S 8 8 S e and then Server to Client. But Metadata (like IP e metadata is s is
Ij g ien.h e r e Number, encrypted. Even ate o
about: e el == e Features .
n. Also ats, embership list, o r. ‘-,\
Whamf&pp'ﬂ service and how we = T T o e : = End to end (e2e) Mot completely open source
q SEGD || P e T || P Encryption Backups not encrypted
r
process your data. Chat Backups Third-party cloud backup
3 Screen Enabled only if No such feature. Enabled by default.
Security Secret chat option is
% On.
How businesses can use T [ nabied oriy F No such feature. Enabled by default Screen Security »
estructin, Secret Chat option is
cssages | On. Group chat
5 5 A S Lock and 2
Facebook hosted services to e rity X
secu
store and manage their G = Self Destructing >
i Messages
WhatsApp chats. Overall | Sgnal s Recommended
2| Commen L Voice + Video Calls
1 Date of 2013 2009 Gradually developed | Older the application gets, id v.-’
HDW we pf—]rtr'lﬂl' W”h FE‘!CEI‘JDDk Origin as Open Sour:efuuv ::cr: reliable and stable it wm
al by 2014.
1 £ 2 Corporate Telegram FZ LLC Facebook undation Signal Foundation is a Non ”m
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Facebook Company Products WhatsApp) n 2018) pressi
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S D¢ il Cyber Thi t, the R i
By tapping AGREE, you accept the new terms et s evelopers) AR
er
i
;
ity
Iti
d

ranks 1 and USA is 10"
Telegram
Signal App & WhatsApp both Mot open source Open source

E;E{;,,:}Eﬁ"&‘s:cfégfgmb Servers have access to keys Truly e2e chats
published on the Internet by
Whatenpp, the Sinal app i In-built cloud backup Local backups can be

entirely based on Open Secret chats not backed up enabled; off by default

rt | Source Standards and is

and privacy policy, which take effect on
February 8, 2021. After this date, you'll need
to accept these updates to continue using
WhatsApp. You can also visit the Help

Protocol used

= - by WhatsApp being developed by the
Center if you would prefer to delete your Architecture. isopensource c Only for secret chats ~
account and would like more information ~ x
5 Publi et. | The signal app was initially \f
Res
m SECne
Only for t chats e
g e
Overall Proprietary Software| e Fully Open Source Signal is Recommended.
‘::J .:' | -—- 6. Comment ts ;‘:(if:ervprom ource :::nr:l/:n Profit U'dﬂﬂ ﬂ"s wlll be' BW“BHE soon
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra I n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Telecomnminco e el

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777




Free download:flare.pk ’f facebook.com/FlareMagazineOfficial . twitter.com/flaremagazinepk +2021(,521552020 515

166

N VY ) N/ AT EY Sty B

L3 ’ -
-Lu"cuaj, 3E A Sotinl SN )u,ud/'q%i’ﬂé/ ol o2 FrlieL ik Free press card UGS A4S il Pbe b2l bl slbulie o]



Redmi 9T
POWER UP!

Mmistore JaL

6.53" FHD+

Dot Drop display

(Q©)

18W fast charging Dual speakers

6000mAh (typ)

high charge cycle battery

| g—

iy
N

,( Smarlink
-/

OFFICIAL PARTNERS

48MP

Al quad camera

@

Octa-core CPU Ultra-wide angle
up to 2.0GHz and macro lenses

Qualcomm®
Snapdragon™ 662

Xiaomi




Y S51se==

Clear Shot, Swift Play

48MP Rear Camera | S5 000mAhK Battery

* Pictures shown are for reference only. Actwal product shall prevail
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