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Mi Air Purifier 3C

Breath at ease with efficient True HEPA purification

The primary filter

The primary filter efficiently removes dust, hair,
fine particles and other large particles.

The True HEPA filter

The True HEPA filter filters out inhalable particles, effectively
removing 99.97% of particles with a diameter equal to or
greater than 0.3 ym and pathogens such as bacteria,
viruses and allergens

320 m*/h PM CADR*

Provides 5330 liters of purified
air per minute*

True HEPA filter

Removes 99.97% of 0.3pm
particles*

106 m2/h coverage

efficiency*
High-speed purification

High-precision laser
Sensors

Purification speed changes
automatically

Smart control

Mi Home/Xiaomi Home
app + Al voice

Digital LED display

Real-time air-quality updates
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High-quality activated carbon absorbs formaldehyde,
volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and other
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lveryone to
get health
Insurance

It is a great news for the people of Punjab, especially for the
poor and the middle class segment that the Punjab government has
launched the Programme to provide Sehat Insaaf Cards to all families
to ensure them a complete standard health cover free of charge. It has
been observed in our country that a proper healthcare facility to the
common man is impossible to a layman due to high cost of treatment
and expensive medicines.

Recently, Punjab Health Minister Dr Yasmin Rashid stated for
the public information that the Punjab government had approved
the decision to provide Sehat Insaaf Cards to all families of Punjab.
According to the Provincial Health Minister, under the Programme,
around 29.3 million poor families would be given the Health Insurance
Cards by the end of December 2021.

Through this Programme, each family will get a benefits package
of Rs. 720,000 to avail secondary and tertiary care treatment at public
and private hospitals on government panels. The Programme will cost
the government Rs. 80 billion by the end of the calendar year.

Dr Yasmin also informed that nine new hospitals, equipped with
all facilities, will be established in the province to provide quality
health services to the public. The Punjab government had decided in
November last year to expand the scope of the Sehat Insaaf Programme
to provide Health Insurance Cards to its citizens. The provincial
government has already issued Cards to more than 5.1 million in the
first phase.

Prime Minister Imran Khan had also announced in October last
year that the Sehat Sahulat Programme that was launched in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), would be extended to Punjab with the same
benefits. Under the Programme, all citizens will get the best medical
facilities. The PM believes that health is a basic right of all every citizen
of the country, especially the poor segment of the society, and for that
reason, the Programme is being expanded to cover both provinces.
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Choked sewerage system

I am an old lawyer and Ravian since 1956-61 and want to
draw the attention of WASA high-ups regarding the choke
sewerage system in Gulberg Il area near Pasha Ground
that it is causing immense problems to the residence and
the commuters. The students are also facing much troubles
while attending the schools.

Moreover, due to the obnoxious smell all around, residents
are suffering from various diseases like dengue, malaria and
fever. | urge the authorities concerned to look into the matter
and save people from the viral diseases.

Due to choked sewerage system and over flowing filthy water
from the open drains, sewage gushed into the houses in most
of the localities, and the situation speaks of the efficiency of
the civic authorities and the administration.

The citizens have called upon the authorities to take pity on
them and ensure smooth functioning of sewerage system to
relieve the citizens from inconveniences and mental agony.

Syed Niaz Ali Shah, Lahore

Integrity of ‘national figures’

A hot debate is still continuing on social media about the of
Allama Igbal monument in the form a statue at Gulshane
Igbal Park Lahore. There are numerous voices for and against
the matter. | think it must be clear in “theoretical concepts’
and the issue should be resolved as early as possible. A
perspective in favour of constructing Igbal’s monument is
proving itself by highlighting the impressive art of a “poor
mali.” | think it is a way in which one can pay homage to the
work which is endorsed by one’s mind. Another perspective
IS against construction of the monumental statue and this
section is debating to term it unacceptable.

Both are representing the idealism and realism according to
their own way of thinking, knowledge, and perceptions. All
are right in their own way but I think it is an issue related to
the state. So the state should not remain silent and hush up
the matter by ordering the removal of the monument. A strict
policy should be made for the preservation of the integrity
of “national figures” and if setting up of the monuments of
the national heroes is necessary, only the state should be
authorised, and keen observation and well-debated policy
should be observed before the action.

Ammar Ul Hassan Chishty, Lahore

Flectricity duplicity

I would like to request the government to look into the
electricity generation by the plants. The previous government
gave the upfront tariff to all power plants of sugar mills.
Although these power plants were supposed to run on
the waste material of sugarcane crushing only during the
crushing season. However, all power plants are generating
power all year round in the country.

Another strange phenomenon is the quantum of power being
generated by the sugar mills. For example, the requirement
of electricity of one sugar mill (HSM) is 1.5MW, but the
mills have installed a 24MW power plant.

It was may be recalled that during the meetings held in
November 2017, long discussions on the upfront tariff
and Central Power Purchasing Agency then had clearly
highlighted to NEPRA that upfront tariff was a wrong idea.
NEPRA, however, ‘efficiently’ sidelined these concerns and

still issued upfront tariff to all sugar mills.

Shahryar Khan Baseer, Peshawar

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

Unemployment in Pakistan

Unemployment is a curse which brings many adversities,
such as, hunger, crime, uncertainty and poverty etc. In other
words, it begets socially and ethically wrong activities in a
society. It is the root cause of all criminal activities, such as
street crime, mobile snatching, target killing and prostitution.
However, the rate of unemployment has increased to an
alarming level in Pakistan .

According to a report, the rate of unemployment in 2018 was
at 4.8percent which reached to approximately 4.45percent at
the start of 2020. According to a survey, 5.8 million people
are jobless in Pakistan who can eventually indulge in the list
of addicts, gamblers and street criminals. The number of the
jobless people is likely to grow further in 2021, which is a
matter of serious concern.

It is my request to the government that they should create
job opportunities for the people to bring down the rate of
unemployment.

Meer Ismail Marri, Lasbela

Schools reopened

The government of Pakistan has decided to reopen schools
for class one to class eight from February. This decision
looks quite awkward and surprising for both teachers and the
parents. First, the decision of resuming academic activities
in schools should have been deferred because of the growing
cases of Covid-19. A majority of people don’t follow
SoPs even in schools. What is even more alarming is the
fact that the school administration rarely requires students
or teachers to follow precautionary measures in letter and
spirit. As a result, educational institutions slowly turn into
Covid-19 hotspots. It is also important to mention that the
Covid-19 vaccine is not available in the country to control
the spread of the contagious virus. The current situation
suggests that schools shouldn’t be opened. The authorities
should open all education institutions from March, 2021,
because the government has already announced that the
annual examinations will be held in May and June. Teachers
will easily cover the rest of the syllabus within one and a
half months and students can also prepare for the exams. The
authorities should reconsider their decision.

Fozia Batool, Islamabad

The new WhatsApp policy

Recently, 2.5 billion users of social media have been bothered
by a new issue which is brought to them due to WhatsApp
new policy. The policy is that WhatsApp will not only use the
data of users but will also share the entire collected personal
data of the users, along with battery level, app version,
mobile number, IP address and all other information, with
the Facebook. The commencement of WhatsApp new policy
due to start from February. Through this policy Facebook
will be able to read all data of the users and sell it onward.
Reports show that Facebook has bought WhatsApp data to
use the same for its commercial benefit. As such Facebook is
the main reason behind framing of this policy. However the
users have a substitution of WhatsApp, that is Telegram. The
new policy of WhatsApp has been criticised globally. Hope
WhatsApp will not proceed with the new policy.

Waseem Ahmed, Hub

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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™ Pakistan & China agreed to
expand agricultural and industrial
cooperation

L B

of agriculture has said, agriculture is the mainstay of Pakistan’s economy that
contributes some 18 percent of the country’s GDP, employs a very large number of
people, and is highly essential for the country’s food security and export potential.

akistan and China have agreed to multiply
the agricultural and industrial coopera-
tion as they launched an Agricultural and
Industrial Cooperation Information Plat-
form. Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan Nong Rong
has said that the platform jointly initiated by China
Economic Net and China Machinery Engineering
Corporation could not be more timely and will
serve as the bridge for two sides to expand coop-
eration on agriculture, industry, and other sectors.

“With the introduction of the platform, the gov-
ernment departments, research institutions, asso-
ciations and chambers, and enterprises of the two
countries could carry out all-round, multi-sector,
and in-depth communication and cooperation,” he
said.

“By using the platform, the information of
agricultural and industrial cooperation will be
collected and displayed on the platform; business
activities such as forums, seminars and delegation
visits could be organized; in-depth agricultural and
industrial business-to-business (B2B) cooperation
will also be effectively promoted,” he added.

Ambassador Rong said: “Taking advantage of
the 70th anniversary of the establishment of dip-
lomatic relationship, we would like to work more
closely with the Pakistani government and people,
make all efforts to enrich the all-weather strategic
partnership and benefit people of two countries by
continuously advancing the progress of CPEC.”

Chairman of the CPEC Authority Asim Saleem
Bajwa said that the agro-industrial cooperation be-
tween Pakistan and China under CPEC will play
a vital role in expanding and multiplying bilateral
economic relations.

Highlighting the value of agricultural sector,
Chairman CPEC Authority Asim Saleem Bajwa
said, agriculture was the mainstay of Pakistan’s
economy which contributed some 18 percent of the
country’s GDP, employed a very large number of
people, and was highly essential for the country’s
food security and export potential.

He said, the Chinese experience, which is mas-
sively acknowledged worldwide, will be very help-
ful in adding value to Pakistan’s agriculture and
contribute to the prosperity of the people.

On the industrial cooperation, he said that mul-

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

tiple preferred special economic zones under CPEC
were being set up in all the provinces to give impe-
tus to industrialization in the country.

Pakistani Ambassador to China, Moin-ul
Haque wanted the support of the Chinese govern-
ment and enterprises to improve the agriculture sec-
tor in Pakistan and expressed the confidence that
both countries could turn a new page in agriculture
and industrial modernization for shared benefits.

For enhancing the yield of crops, moderniza-
tion of irrigation system, value addition with agri-
cultural and attracting foreign investments, Chinese
investments are especially important. “Ever-in-
creasing economic and trade integration between
Pakistan and China has made our two economies,
increasingly interdependent,” he added.

Agriculture is an important area of practical
cooperation between China and Pakistan, said a
spokesperson of Chinese Foreign Ministry Zhao
Lijian at a news briefing.

China is committed to
strengthening agricultural
cooperation with Pakistan to
boost the economic and social
development of the two
countries and deliver the fruits
of development to the two
peoples.

“The leaders of the two countries have agreed
to make agriculture one of the priority areas for the
next-stage high-quality development of CPEC.

The two governments had established a joint
working group on agricultural cooperation in 2018
and set up a new working group for agriculture un-
der the framework of the CPEC Joint Cooperation
Committee in March 2020, which has produced
positive results. China and Pakistan enjoy strong
complementarily in the agricultural sector with
great potential and broad prospects.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

China is committed to enhance and strengthen
the agricultural cooperation with Pakistan to boost
the economic and social development of the two
countries and deliver the fruits of development to
the people of both countries.

Both China and Pakistan hope and believe that
the launching of the information platform on ag-
riculture and industrial development will further
promote bilateral exchanges and generate more co-
operation outcomes.

Meanwhile, The Chinese government and en-
terprises will create more job opportunities for local
women during the construction of the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), said Li Bijian,
Chinese Consul General in Karachi while inspect-
ing Gwadar Port. He also attended the launching
ceremony of the Gwadar Women’s Development
Employment Centre.

Li said during building CPEC, the Chinese gov-
ernment and enterprises have paid equal attention
to the economic development and the improvement
of people’s livelihood and will continuously sup-
port and help local women enhance their employ-
ability skills.

The Gwadar Women’s Development Employ-
ment Centre is sponsored by the Consulate-Gen-
eral of PRC in Karachi and managed by Gwadar
Women’s Development Organization and China
Overseas Ports Holding Company (COPHC), the
operator of Gwadar Port.

The Consul General also attended the celebra-
tion of the “International Customs Day” jointly
organized by Gwadar Customs and COPHC. He
extended cordial greetings to Gwadar Customs and
its staff.

The Chinese Consul General spoke highly of
the newly issued Gwadar Tax-Free Zone Rules,
2021. Li urged the Chinese enterprises to obey the
local Customs’ laws and regulations.

Consul General Li also participated in the han-
dover ceremony of donations to Gwadar Police
Station, which is donated by the Consulate-Gener-
al of PRC in Karachi including 40 motorbikes, 10
guard rooms, and 10 laptops.

During the visit, Li also inspected enterprises
settled in the Gwadar Free Zone, Yulin Plant Tis-
sue Culture Laboratory, among others. =
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he Telecom sec-
tor has emerged
as one of the
leading contrib-
utors to Pakistan’s econ-
omy and its contribution
to the national exchequer
has shown an increase of
129 percent in the year
2020 has recorded 129
percent increase as com-
pared to the year 2019,
despite the fact economy
was facing the effects and
pressure generated by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
As per Pakistan Telecom
Authority (PTA) Annual @.‘
Report 2020, the Tele-
com sector contributed
Rs.278 billion (includ-
ing the PTA deposits) to §
the national exchequer
in the FY 2020 as com-
pared to Rs.121 billion in
FY 2019, registering the
Year-on-Year growth of
129 percent.

A surge in demand
for telecom services due
to lockdown resulted in =
significant growth not
only in the subscriber
base but also in the usage
of telecom services. In
the year 2020, data usage
stands at 4,498 PetaBytes
as compared to 2,545
Peta Bytes in the year
2019, showing a growth
of over 77 percent. The
Authority made this sub-
stantial growth possible
by upgrading the network
system. The country cur-
rently has international
bandwidth  connectivi-
ty of 3.1 TeraBytes and
around 47,000 cell sites,
of which 90 percent are
4G enabled.

According to the PTA
Report, in the last five
years,
subscriptions in the coun-

DIRBS Pakistan
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With the introduction of the Device Identification and
Registration System (DIRBS) by the Pakistan Telecom
toal - broadband - Aythority, the government revenues have increased many ten
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Registration System
(DIRBS) has been put

place, government

Telecom sector
contributes Rs.278
billion to national
exchequer in 2020

Device Verification System (DVS]

creased many folds with
tax collection on handset
imports. The local man-
ufacturing of handsets
has put a new life in the
telecom ecosystem result-
ing in the growth in local
4G device manufacturing
crossing 34 percent. Tak-
ing a futuristic approach,
Pakistan has also carried
out trials of 5G services
and ranked itself among
the few first in South
Asia. PTA is aiming
for spectrum auction of
LTE, VoLTE services in
2021 as a precursor to
5G. The regulator is also
gearing up for auction of
spectrum for high-speed
_ broadband services in
® Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir (AJK), and Gilg-
it-Baltistan.

- PTA Annual Report
¢= further showed that the
regulator awarded 110
¥ licenses for different tele-
§ com services and issued
91 commencement of
service certificates to the
operators during the cur-
rent year. PTA conducted
QoS surveys across Paki-
stan for data, voice, and
SMS services, and the
operators were directed
to take corrective mea-
sures where they under-
performed. This year the
PTA conducted a number
of successful raids against
illegally established VoIP
setups to curb grey tele-
phony.

The Report further
revealed that PTA was
ranked as a 4th genera-
telecom regulator
by the ITU, which places

try grew by 175 percent. folds through tax collection on handset imports. The local PTA in the top five regu-

Today broadband sub-
scribers have crossed 90
million showing a growth
of around eight percent in
2020. Pakistan has a total
broadband  penetration
of 42.2 percent in 2020.
The telecom networks are
currently available to 87
percent of the population

manufacturing of handsets has enlivened the telecom
ecosystem, with growth in local 4G device manufacturing
crossing 34percent. Ranking among the first few in South
Asia, Pakistan has also undertaken trials of 5G services
paving the way to meet future challenges.

lators of the Asia-Pacific
region. The Pakistan Cit-
izen Portal recognized
PTA as the best perform-
ing organization in re-
sponding to and redress-
ing the complaints to the
satisfaction of the public
and the government. The
above performance is a

and the PTA is working
with operators to increase
their network coverage for the remaining 13 per-
cent of unserved people of the country. The total
teledensity now stands at 82 percent with over 172
million mobile subscribers and 2.2 million fixed-
line subscribers.

In 2020, the Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
across the economy was affected due to global
lockdowns, yet the telecom sector made a conspic-
uous share of 25 percent ($623 million) in the to-
tal FDI made in the country. The total investment
made by the local operators grew by 14.25 percent
and a total of $734 million were invested locally.
Total revenues of the sector reached Rs.537 bil-
lion in FY 2020, which was mainly generated by
the mobile sector. The financial gains have been
equally enjoyed by telecom consumers, while the
affordability of the telecom services in Pakistan
has improved over the years, and currently, per

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

GB broadband prices are as low as $0.20 which is
amongst the lowest in the region.
Similarly, after the Device Identification &

According to the PTA Annual
Report, in the last five years,
total broadband subscriptions
in the country registered a
remarkable growth of 175
percent. Today broadband
subscribers have crossed 90
million showing a growth of

around eight percent in the
Fiscal Year (FY) 2020.

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

testimony that the sec-
tor and the regulator are
moving in the right direction under the continu-
ous support and guidance of the Government of
Pakistan in the form of prudent policies and direc-
tions that spur the growth of digital technologies.
While commenting on the situation arising due to
Covid-19, the Annual Report further added that
year 2020 was extraordinary around the world
marked by unexpected, unforeseen, and unan-
ticipated events that changed the way the world
was functioning. The new normal, replaced the
focus of the world on telecoms and digitalization,
and the global telecom sector responded to the
demands and so did Pakistan. Being at the fore-
front, while the country was acclimatizing to the
changed conditions towards normalization, PTA
assured network up-gradation, traffic optimiza-
tion, load balancing that resulted in uninterrupted
service provision. m
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ammurrad Khan and representatives of Ufone cut the anniversary cake.
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Throughout these years, customers have been at the forefront for the Pakistani
telecom brand and have played an important role in Ufone’s massive success. On
successful completion of its 20 years, customers expressed their heartfelt gratitude

and felicitations to Ufone.

akistani telecom brand, Ufone, celebrat-

ed its 20 years of excellence and glory on

January 29. A virtual event was held for

employees all over the country to celebrate
the special occasion. Children of Pakistan Sweet
Homes were invited to share this memorable occa-
sion with Ufone and a cake cutting ceremony was
held for them.

A heartfelt tribute was paid to all those who
passed away during last year including Ufone’s for-
mer CEO and a visionary leader, Mr Rashid Khan.
Employees were also lauded for their resilience
during these tough times and their commitment to
provide the best possible services despite all odds.

Throughout these years, customers have been at
the forefront for the Pakistani telecom brand and
have played an important role in Ufone’s massive
success. On successful completion of its 20 years,
customers expressed their heartfelt gratitude and
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felicitations to Ufone. These messages were com-
piled in a special video that displays a glimpse of
the strong bonds of the company with its people.

A heartfelt tribute was paid
to all those who passed away
during last year including
Ufone’s former CEO and
a visionary leader,

Mr Rashid Khan

Over the past two decades, Ufone has intro-
duced many innovative products and services for
the first time in the market including the flagship
product, “Super Card”. Thus it has not only be-
come a game-changer in the telecom industry but

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

has also helped empower the customers with access
to information, affordable services, and freedom of
choice. The network, since its inception, has fol-
lowed the vision for providing quality services to
Pakistanis. Ufone has successfully demonstrated
how technology can be leveraged to improve user
experience and increase accessibility.

The brand has achieved remarkable feats in
business development and customer service. It has
always strived towards creating better opportunities
for its people. Whether it is partnering with social
organizations to steer a wave of change or provid-
ing an improved digital experience to customers,
the focus of the company remained on the people
of Pakistan throughout its 20 years-long journey.
Ufone envisions to continue expanding its scope of
services with a greater focus on service excellence
and customer convenience thus staying true to its
motto “Tum Hi Tou Ho.” =
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The company has been
a strong proponent of
investment in Pakistan
and has heavily invested
in the local industry with
a state-of-the-art mobile
assembly plant being set
up in Lahore
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irlink  Communication Chairman,
Aslam Hayat Piracha and CEO, Muz-
zaffar Hayat Piracha signed MoU with
the owner of Peshawar Zalmi, Javed
Afridi, for the sixth Pakistan Super League (PSL6)
at Airlink’s state-of-the-art assembly line facility in
Lahore. The company has been a strong proponent
of investment in Pakistan and has heavily invested
in the local industry with a state-of-the-art mobile

On the occasion, Airlink CEO
Muzzaffar Hayat Piracha
said, we are quite pleased to
welcome international
players in Pakistan who are
coming with a determination
to portray the softer image
of Pakistan

assembly plant being set up in Lahore. It is the most
advanced mobile phone assembly line in the coun-
try. The company has already secured contracts
with Alcatel, TCL, iTel, and Tecno with all regula-
tory approvals and due to start assembly (Made in
Pakistan mobile phones) in February 2021.
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Airlink has been a proactive supporter of cricket
in Pakistan and has been the partner of the Zalmi
franchise for two years to promote the young and
budding talent of the country. It is proud to be one
of the official partners of Peshawar Zalmi, intend-
ing to promote sporting activities and youth inter-
ests through passion points. Cricket has remained
one of the greatest passions of Pakistanis and Air-
link is proud to be a part of this national obsession.

On the occasion, Airlink CEO Muzzaffar Hayat
Piracha said: “We are quite pleased and excited to
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welcome international players in Pakistan who are
coming with a determination to portray the softer
image of Pakistan.” He added that “It’s an honour
to be partner with a team which is personification
of bravery, enthusiasm, and passion among the
people of Pakistan. Cricket is a game that brings
together people from all backgrounds, working as
a team and channelling all that passion into the
game. Airlink will always stand with the champi-
ons of Peshawar Zalmi in every situation, as cricket
has always been very close to the company.” =
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mitment to bridge the digital divide and

connect the whole Pakistani community with fast and reliable mobile broadband,
is amply reflected by its continued partnership with Universal Service Fund (USF).
Our ambition to digitally empower Pakistan is fuelled through enhanced connectivity
and by creating equal opportunities for all, the CEO Jazz said at the contract-signing
ceremony for providing a high-speed and quality mobile broadband service to the
people of remote and far-flung areas of Punjab.

he Universal Service Fund has awarded a

contract worth Rs 254 million to Jazz for

providing high-speed, up-to-date and unin-

terrupted mobile broadband services in ru-
ral and remote areas of Punjab. Federal Minister for
Information Technology (IT) and Telecommunica-
tion, Syed Amin-ul Haque, and Federal Minister for
Science and Technology, Fawad Chaudhry witnessed
the contract signing ceremony held at the Ministry of
IT and Telecommunication, Islamabad.

Speaking at the ceremony, Fawad said many
changes had taken place since the advent of the In-
ternet, and after 5-G, the world was going to witness
more progress in the time to come. He said a very
large population of Pakistan was using the internet,
therefore: “Our future is connected with the inter-
net and we have to focus on the future needs of our
people”. The Ministry of Information Technology
(IT) is fully engaged in promoting the advanced tech-
nologies for improving the living standard of people.
For it, the target has been set to make all cities of the
country100 percent digital, and the initiative has been
taken with four districts in the first leg. The contracts
were signed by Haaris Mahmood Chaudhary, CEQ,
USF with Aamir Ibrahim, CEO Jazz. The Federal
Secretary for IT & Telecommunication and Chairman
USF Board, Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqui, and Chairman
PTA, Major General (R) Amir Azeem Bajwa were
also present on this occasion. Federal Minister for IT
and Telecommunication, Syed Amin-ul Haque said:
“While the COVID-19 pandemic slackened econom-
ic activity, vibrant Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) systems had played a pivotal role
in ensuring the availability of essential services to the
community. In a way, the pandemic actualized the
true potential of broadband services, transforming
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the way people lived their lives.” He said in line with
the Digital Pakistan initiative, his Ministry was com-
mitted to providing the required digital ecosystem
by working with all relevant stakeholders that would
ensure enhanced connectivity, improved digital infra-
structure, and promotion of emerging technologies.
The Federal Minister also congratulated Jazz and
USF on the signing of the contract and expressed the
hope that residents in Jhelum and Chakwal districts

Through this project,
mobile broadband service
will be available to the
unserved population of 0.34
million in 263 mauzas,
covering the existing
unserved area of 4,002
square kilometres of Jhelum
and Chakwal districts.

would have better connectivity through Jazz’s state-
of-the-art network. He said the Ministry of IT and
Telecommunication through USF, would continue to
empower the citizens in remote and far-flung areas
to ensure that every Pakistani had access to the in-
ternet that was essential to enable them explore new
SOcCio-economic opportunities.

‘While sharing his views at the ceremony, Aamir
Ibrahim, CEO Jazz, said, “Our continued partner-
ship with USF is a reflection of Jazz’s commitment
to bridge the digital divide and connect our fellow

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

countrymen with fast and reliable mobile broadband.
Our ambition to digitally empower Pakistan is fuelled
through enhanced connectivity and by creating equal
opportunities for all.”

Also, sharing his thoughts at the ceremony, CEO
USF, Haaris Mahmood Chaudhary said: “This proj-
ect will benefit the unserved population of 0.34 mil-
lion in 263 unserved mauzas, thereby covering the un-
served area of 4,002 square kilometres of Jhelum and
Chakwal districts. By providing mobile broadband to
the unserved muazas across the country, USF is play-
ing a crucial role in the socio-economic progress of
the people at the grassroots level and has opened the
doors of opportunities for the masses. USF will con-
tinue to work towards achieving the vision of Digital
Pakistan.” Furthermore, he thanked the Federal Min-
ister and the Ministry of IT and Telecommunication
for their continued support and guidance. In another
development, Federal Minister for Science and Tech-
nology Fawad Chaudhry in a meeting with Prime
Minister Imran Khan briefed the PM on the details
about the Drone Authority Ordinance. According to
a statement issued by the PM media affairs wing, the
Prime Minister was told by the Federal Minister that
with the establishment of the Drone Authority, drone
technology will be used for research purposes in var-
ious fields also including assistance in maintaining
law and order, search and rescue operations, logistics,
agriculture, and other areas for peaceful purposes.

In addition, the achievements of the Ministry of
Science and Technology in the field of health and
electric vehicles and their positive impact on local
products and exports were informed to the Prime
Minister. Prime Minister Imran Khan appreciat-
ed the steps taken by the Ministry of Science and
Technology. =
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Smartlink Technologies opens
its oth Mi Exclusive Store at
Fmporium Mall
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Smartlink Technologies has
recently introduced the 5th Mi
Exclusive Store at Emporium Mall,
Lahore. Smartlink Technologies is
keen to provide hands-on
experience of Xiaomi products to
Mi Fans, that's why they are
opening new Mi Exclusive Stores in
the range of maximum Mi Fans.
Otherwise, they still operate an
online store Mistore.pk, from
where Mi Fans can order original
global version Xiaomi products all
over Pakistan.

The launch of Mi Exclusive Store
at Emporium Mall was attended by
Pakistan's top tech influencers,
bloggers, media, and publications.
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itel awards to dealers for
exceptional performance

Zeeshan Yousuf, CEEO of itel Mobile, Pakistan has said, despite the onset of the
global pandemic that hit all businesses and individuals alike, we have progressed
leaps and bounds in the last year

akistan’s top mobile phone brand, itel, has

recently held an SoPs-regulated, fun-filled

mega celebration gala of their success at

PC Bhurban, Murree. The brand after
completing one year since its arrival in Pakistan,
has already made its mark in the industry as the top
mobile phone brand in the country.

It is a miracle how much the Pakistani consum-
ers have loved and appreciated this Chinese brand
in the span of just one year. The brand expressed
thanks to all of its stakeholders for glittering success
that itel had in that short period of time.

The magnificent itel 2020 success celebration
event at PC Bhurban featured non-stop excitement,
activities, new launches, and high-end entertain-
ments. The gentry, included elitists, dignitaries and
A-lists from across industries and the vast sales net-
work of itel, attended the event.

The brand offers a world-class range of the best
technology products including smartphones, fea-
ture phones, and accessories, and has quickly se-
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cured the top position in the sales of mobile phones
and accessories. On the occasion, Zeeshan Yousuf,
CEO of itel Pakistan said: “Despite the onset of the
global pandemic that hit all businesses and individ-
uals alike, we have progressed leaps and bounds in
the last year. This has been made possible due to

itel Mobile has big plans for
2021 including additions of
audio, television and
computers to their super
successful portfolio.

the diligence, continued support, enthusiasm, and
exceptional performance of our dealers whose co-
operation has landed itel as the number one mobile
phone brand in Pakistan.” He said the company
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had three phenomenal distributors and the biggest
network of dealers, each of whom considered itel
as their own. “I extend my hearty and sincere grati-
tude to each and everyone who has been part of my
journey of itel from inception to the success that it
is today,” he said prayed, “may the Almighty make
2021 even more prosperous, healthy and happy for
all involved.”

itel regularly holds drives and promotions for
retailers and dealers, which are very popular, and a
hit. It also actively participates in giving back to the
community through a CSR partnership with The
Citizen’s Foundation. The brand has taken all steps
to help flourish Pakistan’s economy. itel’s vision is
in line with the Prime Minister Imran Khan’s idea
about vision of a Digital Pakistan. itel keeps grow-
ing every day with the love and support of the Paki-
stani market and community.

itel has big plans for 2021 including additions of
audio, television and computers to their super suc-
cessful portfolio. m
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* TECNO brightens the day

for L.ahore with its fun-filled

The participants with the best-captured images from all three events, Islamabad,
Karachi, and Lahore, will be rewarded with a special gift. The winners will be
announced soon on TECNO’s social media platforms

he most happening event right now, #TEC-
NOPhotoWalk has finally reached Lahore.
TECNO started this Photowalk campaign
last month, covering major cities in Paki-
stan. After the success of the first two destinations,
Islamabad and Karachi, #TECNOPhotoWalk has
come to the city of gardens, Lahore. The event was
conducted with great zeal and became successful
with the participation of TECNQ'’s euphoric fans.
The New York Times recently included our
beloved Lahore in its list for “52 places to love in
2021”. They added you should plan a trip to the city
of gardens owing to its beauty and the historic sites
it holds. TECNO graced Fakir Khana Museum with
its fans and photography enthusiasts. The photow-
alk of Faqir Khana Museum became more fascinat-
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ing when Mr. Faqir Syed Saif Uddin - the owner of
Meusum delivered thoughtful and knowledgeable
lecture on History and Culture to the participants.

It is a private museum that contains over 20,000
objects and is the largest privately-owned museum in
South Asia. It depicts the culture of the region. The
participants got the chance to capture the landmark
through the lens of ‘Photography King’ Camon 16.
Camon 16 with the TAIVOS camera solution, is
known for its six amazing photography functions. It
provides multiple photography and video features to
give a professional SLR touch to the captures.

After wandering through the Fakir Khana Muse-
um, TECNO took its fans to its second destination,
Botanical Garden Lahore. The participants got a
chance to get close to nature and get their hands on a
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refreshing photography session with the beauties of
nature. The Photowalk ended with a generous lunch
for the participants. The lunch was arranged at the
very famous Haveli restaurant in the old city of La-
hore. The place is very famous as it gives a magnifi-
cent view of the Badshahi Mosque from its rooftop.
Participants enjoyed their meal with the glorious
view, ending the walk on a blissful note.

Apart from these amazing experiences, TECNO
has another surprise for the participants. The partic-
ipants with the best-captured images from all three
events, Islamabad, Karachi, and Lahore, will be re-
warded with a special gift. The winners will be an-
nounced soon on TECNO'’s social media platforms.
So stay tuned to TECNO for more updates and the
latest news regarding events and new products. m
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PTCL Group posts
38% profit growth
in 2020
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Ufone performed well despite Covid-19 challenges and

was able to successfully cross 10 million data customers by

smartly expanding its LT footprint. Ubank continued its

growth momentum and has achieved a 50 percent growth

in its revenue over last year by increasing its customers’

loan portfolio and deposits.

akistan Telecommunication Company

Limited (PTCL), the country’s leading

telecom and ICT services provider, has

announced its financial results for the
year ended December 31, 2020, at its Board of
Directors’ meeting held in Islamabad on February
10, last.

PTCL Group maintained its revenue at Rs. 129
billion, however, if normalized for the impact of
Covid-19 and certain regulatory changes, Group
revenue is 5.2 percent, higher than 2019 on a
like-for-like basis. Ufone performed well despite
Covid-19 challenges and was able to successfully
cross 10 million data customers by smartly expand-
ing its LTE footprint. Ubank continued its growth
momentum and has achieved a 50 percent growth
in its revenue over last year by increasing its cus-
tomers’ loan portfolio and deposits. The topline
stability coupled with cost optimization initiatives
and favourable interest and exchange rate move-
ments, translated into 38 percent improvement in
Group'’s net profit for the year.

PTCL standalone revenue for the year is 0.4
percent higher than the last year; the topline wit-
nessed a decline of 0.7 percent until Q3 (third quar-
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ter), however, it picked up in Q4 (fourth quarter)
to 3.7 percent YoY growth on the back of healthy
customer acquisition. The year 2020 was an ex-
tremely challenging year, however, PTCL retail
business managed to perform in all segments due

Business services revenue
achieved an overall Year-over-
Year (YoY) growth of six percent.
Corporate business exhibited
significant growth of 11 percent
whereas, carrier services
business grew by five percent
compared to the same period
last year.

to successful strategies applied by the management
at the beginning of the year, which started yield-
ing results in the second half of the year. Fixed
Broadband continuously achieved positive Net
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Adds during the last nine months and recorded the
highest ever Net Adds in five years in December
2020. Similarly, broadband revenue continued to
grow in the last seven months while various cus-
tomer experience initiatives helped reduce churn
by 23 percent YoY. The wireless segment, which
was on a declining trend for the past five years,
was turned around in 2020 recording eight percent
YoY increase in revenue, on the back of aggres-
sive pricing and sales strategies without any major
investments. Internet Protocol Television (IPTV)
revenue improved by three percent as compared to
the last year. FTTH (Fiber to the Home) footprint
continued to expand with consistent growth in
subscribers and revenues with a promising outlook
for the future.

Business services revenue achieved an overall
YoY growth of six percent.Corporate business ex-
hibited significant growth of 11 percent whereas,
carrier services business grew by five percent com-
pared to the same period last year. Similarly, inter-
national business growth was recorded at four per-
cent. PTCL posted a net profit of Rs. six Billion for
the year despite the negative impact of Covid-19.
PTCL has successfully maintained its dominant
position in the market with reference to ICT, IP
bandwidth, and managed capacity services. PTCL
secured substantial long-term deals with key cus-
tomers both on short term and long-term basis in
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Data Center, Cloud, IP, and managed capacity ser-
vices. The Universal Service Fund (USF) awarded
two Optic Fiber Cable (OFC) project contracts to
PTCL in November 2020 for providing connectiv-
ity in Ghotki, Kashmore, Sukkur and Khairpur
districts. PTCL will provide connectivity to edu-
cational institutions, rural health centers, govern-
ment offices, and corporate institutions.

This year, PTCL took unparalleled custom-
er-centric initiatives to enable and enrich all ser-
vice verticals with state-of-the-art customer ex-
perience management platforms and became the
first Opco (Operating-company) in Etisalat group
to successfully implement a customer happiness
index for effective measurement of customer satis-
faction. Being a socially responsible organization,
PTCL Group played a pivotal role through sup-
port efforts worth Rs.1.9 Billion including Rs.100
Million donations to Prime Minster’s Pandemic
Relief Fund for supporting the nation in trying
times. During Covid-19, through campaigns like
‘Heroes of PTCL’ and ‘Nation ka Connection’,
PTCL assured its customers that the company and
its staff are always there to provide seamless con-
nectivity. =
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enate Standing
Committee on
Science and Tech-
nology, in its meet-
ing, expressed concerns
over delay in completion
of science and technolo-
gy-related projects includ-
ing the establishment of
University at the Prime
Minister’s House.
The committee, held
under the chairmanship
of Senator Mushtaq Ah-

mad Khan, was briefed M’ :

by the officials of the
Ministry of Science and
Technology regarding the
progress in the establish-
ment of the university at
the Prime Minister House.

The officials of the
Ministry conveyed that it
will take six years to set up
a university in the Prime
Minister House that will
have three Centers of Ex-
cellence. The feasibility
study of the university
was being conducted at
the PM House with an al-
located amount of Rs390
million and the PC-I will
be ready within a year.

The chairman of the
committee expressed con-
cern over not doing any
practical work regarding
the establishment of the
university and said that
COVID-19 shouldn’t be
a justification for slow
progress on setting up the
varsity.

Federal Minister of
Science and Technology,
Chaudhry Fawad Hussain
conveyed to the commit-
tee that the work on the
university slowed down
due to COVID-19.

Briefing the committee
about the steps taken by
the Ministry during the
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andards and Quality
Control Authority (PSQCA) briefed the Senate
committee that water samples collected from 23
companies were found substandard. Of these
companies, units of the five and selling points of 18
others have been shut down. The chairman of the
committee said, if they have not been able to check
the quality and standard of water, what they will do
with the remaining 61 items on agenda.

SOCIAL | FLARE REFORT |
23 companies selling
substandard water

Pakistan Standards

seven major cities of the
country and took action
against the companies.
But the point is, these
companies resume their
operation on another
name whenever action is
taken against them.”

The chairman of the
committee on it posed
that if they had not been
able to check quality and
standard of water, what
they would do with the
remaining 61 items on
agenda.

Plastic eggs and sub-
standard ghee are being
sold in the markets which
are posing serious health
hazards for the users, he
said.

Senator Mushtaq Ah-
mad was displeased with
the suspension of inqui-
ry into corruption cases
in PSQCA and observed
that, “the instructions of
the committee have not
been taken seriously by
the Authority.”

Addressing this mat-
ter, DG PSQCA told the
committee that three offi-
cers had been suspended
on the charges of corrup-
tion.

Besides senators, the
officials of various depart-
ments working under the
Ministry of Science and
Technology attended the
meeting.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that Pakistan’s
bottled water market is
due to reach $451.57 mil-
lion by 2025, growing at a
CAGR of 10.46 percent
during the interim period.

The growing trend of
drinking healthy water
owing contaminated tap
water is the main reason

COVID-19 situation, the
Federal Minister said that
Pakistan was not manufacturing anything when the
first case of COVID-19 came up but now “we were
exporting COVID-19 related medical equipment
that is a big achievement.”

The Minister stated that two new industries had
been set up in the country and big companies were
locally manufacturing dialysis machines. He also
pointed out that the first-ever Electric Vehicle pol-
icy in the country was another great achievement.

Ch. Fawad Hussain also informed the Commit-
tee that the ever biggest scholarship project was go-
ing to be launched this year for which an amount of
Rs13 billion had been allocated. The Minister said
that a number of institutions under his ministry
were without heads when he assumed the charge
as a minister but now heads were being appointed
to all the departments to improve the performance.
“The budget of the Science and Technology sector
has been increased up to Rs16 billion for the devel-
opment of this sector which was neglected in the
past. The ministry developed a civil-military inter-
face for the first time in history for creating coordi-
nation and exchanging research related expertise.”

Chaudhry Fawad said, the rules and regulations
of all the departments working under the institu-
tions had been framed after a period of fifteen years.

The Chairman of the committee however noted
the slow pace work by the Ministry towards hous-
ing university in the PM House and completion of
the projects. The chairman said the projects, after
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allocation of budget, were supposed to be complet-
ed in time. In response the Federal Minister said,
the ministry could not run such projects alone with-
out the help of the private sector.

Speaking during the meeting, Senator Noman
Wazir pointed out that the “Ministry has failed to
implement the committee’s 227 directives while
the departments of the ministry have become sala-
ry paying centers. The attitude of the bureaucracy
needs to be changed.”

Plastic eggs and substandard
ghee are being sold in the
markets which are posing
serious health hazards for

the users.

The officials of the Pakistan Standards and
Quality Control Authority (PSQCA) briefed the
committee that water samples collected from 23
companies were found substandard and out of
those companies units of the five and selling points
of other 18 companies have been shut down.

The officials conveyed that the PSQCA con-
ducts mobile sampling along with the Pakistan
Council of Research in Water Resources.

“The Authority conducted water sampling in
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for consumers’ choice for
bottled water hence its
consumption in Pakistan is consistently going up.
The Government water boards are principally re-
sponsible for failure to supply clean drinking water
to the masses which counts for soaring demand for
safe water sources, including bottled water in the
country.

The growth of bottled water market is there,
yet that can be hampered in case of a large com-
panies enter this market and most of them fail to
meet safe quality standards. At present marketers
are emphasizing on the attractive words and phras-
es, like ‘purified’, ‘pure’, and ‘Natural Mountain
spring water.” Strong imagery is being used on the
labels, which display mountains, lakes, and springs.
Alkaline water is another important trend.

Pakistan’s bottled water market is segmented on
the basis of type and distribution channels. On the
basis of type, the market is segmented into still-wa-
ter, sparkling-water, and others. The available dis-
tribution channels for this market are Supermarkets
and Hypermarkets, Convenience stores, On-trade
and Home and Office Delivery (HOD). The in-
creasing consumer preference for still-water hydra-
tion has bolstered this area. Traditionally, still-water
hydration is regarded as substitute for tap water, and
its demand increases when shortages occur during
hot summers or when the tap water is not up to the
required drinking quality. Sparkling-water is often
seen as a substitute for carbonates which is true par-
ticularly in case flavored sparkling-water. m
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Google discloses amazing

trends of Pakistan's
searches in 2020

Google

CSearch On)

2020

Google releases Year in Search 2020 report in which the people of Pakistan searched five areas during the
Corona epidemic. The search trends show the impact of the COVID pandemic on so many aspects of
life. Search queries related to ‘kids home activities’ have grown over 250 percent as Pakistanis are finding
ways to teach kids at home while adjusting to the ‘new normal.” There was also a rise in searches for
mental health-related information as people are finding ways to deal with the pandemic. Search for
"charity" increased by 41 percent while online games grew 35 percent nationwide. Searching for gender
balance and inferiority topics increased by 40 percent and search for welfare work increased by 122
percent. Search for Urdu translated content increased by 328 percent. Google has noted a 700 percent
increase in pets. Food preparation and search for recipes accounted for 140 percent. Google has found
more than 223 percent growth in searches for stock investing in Pakistan during the last year as it says,
people are strengthening their economic prospects by boosting their skills and financial knowledge. The
report said disease prevention searches upl09 percent. Just like Google’s annual Year in Search captures
the collective trending searches and sheds light on what captured people’s curiosity for Pakistan, this
report shows major trends being driven by online users across the country. At the same time, businesses
are seeking to understand how the pandemic has been changing behaviours and trends within their
respective categories and how best to respond in the moments that matter the most.
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tis a fact that everybody has been significant-

ly impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic over

the course of last year and the effect carried

over onto what Pakistani people searched on
Google in 2020.

As coronavirus infections in Pakistan grow
past half a million, Google has released its ‘Year in
Search’ report for 2020, indicating what the most
popular topics and queries from citizens were.

According to Google, some of the topics that
saw the most traction on the Alphabet Inc-owned
search giant included “kids’ home activities,” TV
shows “dubbed in Urdu”, how to “adopt a pet,”
and resources for “mental health support.”

Year in Seérch 2020
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In addition, people were curious about how to
ramp up “charity work” and how they could intro-
duce more “reusable” products in their lives— the
latter a likely impact of a global conversation sur-
rounding the climate emergency.

Not only that but Pakistanis were surprisingly
also interested in “gender equality.”

The “deep-dive” report shows the collective
trending online searches, shedding light on what
captured the Pakistani people’s curiosity as well as
opportunities for brands.

In this regard, Google’s industry head for
South Asia and the Asia Pacific regions, Faraz
Azhar noted that the coronavirus pandemic has
impacted people’s lives “in fundamental ways”
and “changed how we live our life significantly.”

“It also created the desire for us to connect
to our wider community and give back— as wit-
nessed by the 41 percent increase in searches for
‘sadqah,” Azhar added.

According to the report, there was a 109 per-
cent growth in the searches for “disease preven-
tion.”

Moreover, searches for “gender equality” saw a
40 percent increase, while those for “mental health

” 13

support”, “reusable” and “charity work” shot up
100 percent, 128 percent, and 122percent, respec-
tively.

It looks like with more time at home and the
consequent boredom, people wished to do more
work, as is evident by a 71 percent increase in
“how to be productive.” Others were more inter-
ested in playing online games but that comes with
body aches, so searches for “gaming chair” grew
90 percent.

Furthermore, some considered getting a furry
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partner for themselves to kill time and invest more
energy into a living being, leading to a whopping
700 percent rise in searches for how to “adopt a
pet.” Others, on the other hand, wondered if they
could earn some more money, causing a 223 per-
cent growth in searches for “stock investing.”

Similarly, parents had children-related worries
as classes shifted online and adults were working
from home. This translated into a 250 percent in-
crease in searches for “kids home activities,” 328
percent surge in those for “dubbed in Urdu”, and
a 140 percent growth for “easy dessert.”

Google’s country head for Customer Solutions
Sales in South Asia, Aamir Altaf, said that “in
a year of historic challenges, happiness and joys
have been very welcome.”

“Consumers are embracing the brands that
spark joy and create a safe space for them to take a
break,” Altaf said.

“Take gaming for example. We saw an increase
of 35 percent searches for ‘online games’ against
15 percent decline during the same period last
year.”

In the newly released report, Google outlined
five key trends that are shaping Pakistanis’ search
behaviour and that marketers should care about.

Individual matters:

2020 pushed Pakistanis to confront societal
stigmas and complex issues, as visible from the 40
percent increase in searches for ‘gender equality.’
In addition, regardless of whether mental health
is widely acknowledged, there has been a rise in
searches for mental health-related information,
with searches for ‘mental health support’ increas-
ing by 100 percent.

Higher Purpose:

Confronted with their own personal consump-
tion habits during lockdowns, Pakistanis have
been reassessing the impact on the environment.
We witnessed a 128 percent surge in searches for

As coronavirus infections in
Pakistan grow past half a million,
Google has released its “Year in
Search’ report for 2020,
indicating what the most
popular topics and queries from
citizens were.

‘reusable’ as people sought ways to change their
consumption habits. There was also an increased
desire to proactively connect to our wider commu-
nity to help and give back, with a 122 percent in-
crease in searches for ‘charity work.’

Whole Selves:

Many Pakistanis are finding ways to cope with
their work and home duties under one roof, with
people actively looking for ways to optimize their
time and search for balance. More than 250 per-
cent increase in searches for ‘kids home activities’
and a 71 percent increase in how to be productive.
The year 2020 also saw a 328 percent increase in
searches for ‘dubbed in Urdu’ in Pakistan, which
is a positive indicator that brands are increasingly
expected to keep into consideration their custom-
ers’ specific preferences.

Sweet Relief:

Understandably, people also looked for com-
fort and ways to de-stress this year, more than in
previous years. There was a 90 percent increase in
searches for ‘gaming chair.” As social distancing
became the new way of life, there was a surge in
searches for ‘adopt a pet’ with a 700 percent in-
crease. Many also have been seeking forms of in-
dulging themselves while spending more time at
home- there was a 140 percent growth in recipe
searches for ‘easy dessert.’

Future-Proofing:

People are strengthening their economic pros-
pects by boosting their skills and financial knowl-
edge. There was a 223 percent growth in searches
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for ‘stock investing.” At the same time, proactive
health management is on the rise, with 109 per-
cent growth in searches for ‘disease prevention’
in a year that saw so many losses because of the
pandemic.

For more insights on how Pakistani consumers
use Google Search, along with some vertical in-
sights on fintech, on-demand economy, telecom,
gaming, and sports, visit “Think with Google’ and
download the Year in Search 2020 Pakistan report.

On the other hand, Coronavirus, the US elec-
tion results, Kobe Bryant, and Zoom among Goo-
gle’s top 2020 search trends in the world. These
search trends don’t reflect the most-searched-for
words and phrases across Google, but rather those

that saw high spikes in traffic over a sustained peri-
od of time during the year, as compared with 2019.
This paints a more accurate picture of consumers’
changing interests during the year than Google’s
top searches would.

The lists of top Global Search trends had a
similar set of results.

In the US, election results were the No. 1 top
trending search, followed by Coronavirus.

The PlayStation 5, Zoom and the names of
several celebrities we tragically lost in 2020 also
made the list.

In order, the top trending searches of 2020 were
Election results, Coronavirus, Kobe Bryant, Coro-
navirus update, Coronavirus symptoms, Zoom,
who is winning the election, Chadwick Boseman,
and PlayStation 5.

The top trending news searches reflected simi-
lar trends with Elections, the pandemic, and other
related impacts making the list. There was a lot
of bad news in 2020 including natural disasters
and the largest stock market crash since 1929 (the
Coronavirus Crash), which made the list, too.

Wi . . e - 1R

Gouogle

In order, the top trending News searches were,
Election results, Coronavirus, Stimulus checks,
Unemployment, Iran, Hurricane Laura, Super
Tuesday, Stock Market, Murder hornet, and Aus-
tralia fires.

Google’s year-end search trends also highlight-
ed top people, actors, politicians, athletes, musi-
cians, and losses of the year, with the US No.l
going to Joe Biden (top people search trend and
politician search trend), Tom Hanks (who got
COVID in 2020), Ryan Newman, Shakira, and
Kobe Bryant. =
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he Ministry of

Information Tech-

nology and Tele-

communication
has drafted National Cyber
Security Policy 2021, en-
visaging development of
secure and resilient cyber
systems and networks for
national cyber-security and
response.

The policy framework
is featured to secure the en-
tire cyberspace of Pakistan
including all information
and communication sys-
tems used both in public
and private sectors.

The objective of the
policy is as under:

To establish gover- _
nance and institutional |
framework for the secure
cyber ecosystem.

Create protection and
information sharing mech-
anism (CERTs/SOCs) at
all tiers capable to monitor,
detect, protect and respond
against threats to national [
ICT/CII infrastructures.

Protect National
Critical Information In-
frastructure by mandating
national security standards
and processes related to the
design, acquisition, devel-
opment, use and operation
of information systems.
Enhance the security of
government information
systems and infrastructure.

Create an informa-
tion assurance framework
of audits and compliance
for all entities in both pub-
lic and private sectors.

Ensure integrity of
ICT products, systems and
services by establishing
a mechanism of testing,
screening, forensics and ac-
creditation.

Develop public-pri-
vate partnerships and a
collaborative mechanism
through technical and op-

/4
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Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and
Numbers (ICANN), the Internet Engineering
Task Force (IETF), European Regional Internet
Registry (RIPE), and UN Internet Governance
Forum (IGF) and others working with international
law enforcement channels will cooperate protect
Pakistan citizens from cyber-attacks from
unprotected infrastructure overseas.
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['T" Ministry issues
Draft of National Cyber

Security Policy 2021

mentation of controls to
secure the routing of inter-
net traffic for government
departments to avoid ille-
gitimately re-routed by ma-
licious actors, Investing in
capabilities enhancement
programs of Law Enforce-
ment Agencies (LEAs)
and concerned Minis-
tries/Divisions to enable
them for response against
state-sponsored and crim-
inal cyber activities target-
ing Pakistan networks and
systems.

The Central Entity will
initiate actions, including
but not limited to “devel-
op an Internet Protocol
(IP) reputation service to
protect government dig-
ital services (this would
allow online services to
get information about an
IP address connecting to
them. Helping the service
get more informed on risk
management decisions in
real-time, seeking instal-
lation of the products on
government networks to
ensure that software is run-
ll ning correctly and not be-
ing maliciously interfered,
look to expand beyond the
gov. pk domain into other
digital services measures
that notify users who are
running out-of-date brows-
ers.” To achieve this crit-
ical objective, the Central
Entity will operate requi-
site technical platforms to
protect National Critical
Information Infrastructure
and work as a modal orga-
nization in the country. It
will also institute processes
for identification, priori-
tization, assessment and
protection of Critical In-
formation Infrastructure.
It will ensure a secure ICT
environment including
Mobile systems and cloud-
based solutions through

erational cooperation.

Create a countrywide culture of cyber-secu-
rity awareness through mass communication and
education programs. And, develop and create skilled
cyber-security professionals through capacity build-
ing, skill development and training programs. “To
mitigate cyber threats the country faces today and to
improve the national cyber-security outlook, it is im-
perative to undertake the strengthening of national
cyber-security capabilities through the development
of essential and well-coordinated mechanisms, im-
plementation of security standards and regulations
under a policy and legislative framework,” the draft
carries. The guiding principles to achieve policy ob-
jectives are; all actions will be driven by the need
to protect people and enhance national and public
prosperity. Respective public and private organiza-
tions will be responsible to ensure the cyber-securi-
ty of their online data, services, ICT products, and
systems. In case of any incident, the government
will lead the national response with support from
both public and private sector and, “it will regard a
cyber-attack on Pakistan CI/ CII as an act of aggres-
sion against national sovereignty and will defend it-
self with appropriate response measures and will act
in accordance with national and international laws
and expect reciprocal respect of our national digital
sovereignty.”

The draft law said that in order to achieve the
objectives, an implementation framework will be de-
veloped by a designated organization of the Federal
Government, dealing with the subject of cyber-secu-
rity. This organization shall also act as the Central
Entity at the federal level for coordination and, im-
plementation of all cyber security related matters.

National Level: The Central Entity along with
its National Computer Emergency Response Team
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(NCERT) and National Security Operation Cen-
ter (NSOC). Sectoral Level: Sectoral Regulator(s)/
CERTSs will include Defense, Telecom, Banking and
Finance, Power, Federal and the Provincial public
sector. Organizational Level: Enterprises, entities
and individual users. The Central Entity will also un-
dertake specific actions, including the followings but
limited to that: Working with Internet Service Pro-
viders (ISP) and telecom operators to block malware
attacks, by restricting access to specific domains or
web sites that are known sources of malware (known
as Domain Name System (DNS) blocking/filtering),
Preventing email phishing and spoofing activity on
public networks, promoting security best practice

To mitigate cyber threats the
country faces today, and to
improve the national cyber-se-
curity outlook, it is imperative to
undertake steps to strengthen
the national cyber-security
capabilities through the
development of essential and
well-coordinated mechanisms.

through internet governance organisations; such as
Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Num-
bers (ICANN), the Internet Engineering Task Force
(IETF), European Regional Internet Registry (RIPE)
and UN Internet Governance Forum (IGF) etc. work
with international law enforcement channels to pro-
tect Pakistan citizens from cyber-attacks from unpro-
tected infrastructure overseas, work towards imple-
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state-of-the-art security
measures, mandate implementation of national se-
curity standards by all critical sector entities, to re-
duce the risk of disruption, develop a mechanism for
protection of Critical Information Infrastructure and
its integration at the entity level through relevant sec-
toral CERTS, establish and enforce risk management
methodologies according to international standards
inter alia ISO/TEC 27005:2008 and ISACA RISK IT
etc, mandate all operators of national, provincial and
organizational Critical Information Infrastructure to
hire qualified Information Security individuals and
add an appointment of Chief Information Security
Officer (CISO). To cater to a specific need of public
sector information infrastructure, the Central Entity
will “define and enforce a robust Government Au-
thentication and Data Protection Framework, cre-
ate vulnerability assessment and patch management
process for all government technical systems. That
it will work with relevant government entities to en-
sure mandatory allocation of a certain percentage
of the ICT project budget for Information Security
Assurance, formulate a mechanism for creation and
enforcement of staff vetting and clearance scheme
across the government, improve security in govern-
ment outsourcing and procurement through vetting
of suppliers and enforcement of security clauses in
contracts.”

The implementation mechanism provided for
this policy may require considerable time to make it
completely functional. Therefore, during this interim
time period, the capacities and capabilities which
state organizations and institutions currently have
and are supportive of the implementation of this pol-
icy, will be utilized and their continued use will be
integrated with an all-encompassing implementation
mechanism. &
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* Govt launches

awareness campaign
against fake SMS Ehsaas

Program senders

-.' 7
r | 4-§

Special Assistant to Prime Minister on Social Safety and

y Ehsaas Emergency Cagp#\gram
~.  Ehsass Emergency Cah P- .~ Ouline Regin \

Poverty Alleviation, Dr. Sania Nishtar has made it clear
that all official messages under the Ehsaas Program to
the deserving people are sent through the number 8171,
and any other numbers sending messages on behalf of
the Programme are fake and fraud.

hese days, many people are receiving fake

SMS of cash amount using the name of Eh-

saas Program. You can easily know about

the genuineness or otherwise of the send-
er of the message through the following cell phone
numbers. These are the numbers, 03351058050-
03351058051, on which the receiver can also lodge
a complaint against the number(s) used in sending
the Ehsaas fake SMS. People receive such type of
SMS using the name of Ahsaas Emdad Program that
“main ap ki faimli ko Rs 40,400 mubarak ho ap ka
ya number 03125033571 imdad main rejistar ho geya
hye ap is number pr 03164208112 call kerien.”

PM Special Assistant on Social Safety and Pover-
ty Alleviation Dr Sania Nishtar said that all official
messages from the FEhsaas Programme are sent via
number 8171 and no other number. Therefore any
other numbers sending messages except 8171 are
fake and fraudulent. The Ehsaas Emergency Cash
Programme was launched in April 2020, under the
government’s social protection initiative named,
Ehsaas. This program aimed at helping vulnerable
families facing financial hardships due to the Corona
pandemic.

Dr. Nishtar is a leading and key figure in the
Rs203bn Ehsaas Program for its implementation
across the country. Under the Program, a stipend of
Rs12,000 each have been distributed among millions
of families. “The message you have received is abso-
lutely fake,” she told the recipient of a text saying that
a grant of Rs33,500 has been approved and that the
given cell phone number should be reached to claim
it. It is pertinent to mention that a few years back,
people were receiving text messages and calls on their
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cell phones. The sender or the caller told the receivers
that a certain amount has been granted to them under
the Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP). In
that case, the sender/caller posed himself as officials
of the BISP and wanted the receivers to contact him
on a specific cell number.

In most cases, those who were unaware of the
fraud, get involved in their fake messages after the
criminals would send computer-generated messages
to dozens of people every day. It was revealed that
different groups were involved in this illegal practice
across the country. These fraudulent elements would
dupe the innocent people and fleece their money in
the guise of helping them get BISP cards or in the
withdrawal of their cash grants.

The scoundrels involved in this illegal business
would lure innocent people by repeatedly sending
them fake messages to lure them into following what
they want to deprive them of their money. The au-
thorities received a large number of complaints from
the people that showed that these unscrupulous and
criminal-minded persons using the name of BISP de-
ceived them and took off their money. The criminal
people mainly used the mode of sending phone-call
or SMS giving the innocent persons unauthenticat-
ed and fabricated information that they have been
selected for BISP monetary assistance, so they need
to follow the steps they (the swindlers) would ask for.
Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP), along
with FTA and PTA, is already working to trace out
and curb fake SMS scams. Action is being taken
against senders of fake SMS under the Prevention
of Electronic Crimes Act, 2016 that included pun-
ishment with fines, imprisonment, or both. Around
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20778 complaints received against fake SMS and
7465 SIMs and the numbers sending the same have
been blocked. As many as 59 cases have been regis-
tered with FIA for legal action.

Benazir Income Support Programme, started by
the last governments, aimed at providing financial as-
sistance to low-income families through bi-monthly
cash payments. Now few fraudulent people are using
the name of the BISP to cheat innocent people. In
the background, the Cyber Crime Wing (CCW) of
the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) taking stock
of the situation, has warned the citizens throughout
the country through its Twitter account against the
present fraudulent scheme being acted on Easypai-
sa or JazzCash users. Playing trick to hoodwink the
people, the fraudsters are calling/messaging the hold-
ers of Easypaisa/JazzCash account from unknown
numbers, stating that their respective account has
been blocked. Afterward, they would ask for a 4 to 6
digit code that is sent to the registered phone number.
Then the swindler would inform the users that their
account has been restored. After receiving the code
number, the swindler gets information relating to the
account of the genuine user to do anything with them
as he would like. The FIA has issued the standard
warning stating that all account owners are requested
not to share their account information as well as any
passwords including pin codes and OTPs, on calls
from unknown numbers.

Such frauds are very common in Pakistan. Some
imposters showing themselves from banks and ask
users for their account information so the same could
be verified. The need is, people must be wary of that
any such calls coming to them from unknown num-
bers and asking for their details of the bank accounts.
JazzCash/Easypaisa frauds date back to 2019 at
least. Tricksters have been playing on the innocence
of the users to get their money and leaving them in a
lurch after that. Awakening to the situation the gov-
ernment has decided to take strict measures starting
with giving awareness to the people. On the other
hand, Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on
Social Protection and Poverty Alleviation Dr. Sania
Nishtar has termed the establishment of Women’s
University in Mardan is a step towards women’s
empowerment. She expressed these views while ad-
dressing as a chief guest of the function held on the
Ehsaas Scholarship Programme, at Women’s Uni-
versity Murdan. Vice-Chancellor, Prof Dr Ghazala
Yasmeen also spoke on the occasion while a large
number of students attended the function.

Dr Sania Nishtar said that the Ehsaas Scholar-
ship Program was the largest undergraduate pro-
gram in Pakistan and the students must take benefit
of it. She said that the Ehsaas Program was a gift
from the Prime Minister of Pakistan, Imran Khan
for the talented and needy students of the country.

Cyber Crime Wing (CCW) of the
Federal Investigation Agency
(FIA) has warned everyone in

the country through its Twitter
account against an ongoing

fraudulent scheme against the

users of Fasypaisa or JazzCash.

She said that many students leave their educa-
tion in matriculation or intermediate levels due to
lack of finances, and the Program in the first phase
has focussed them and provided financial help
to such students. Dr. Sania Nishtar also learned
about the problems of the students about Ehsaas
Program and assured them of their early redressal.
Prof Dr. Ghazala Yasmeen thanked the chief guest
and requested her to create more opportunities in
the future for the students of Mardan, especially in
the Ehsaas Program. Later on, Dr. Sania Nishtar
also visited the office of the Deputy Commissioner
where she told the media that 65 percent of Ehsaas
Program had been completed in the country, and in
Khyber PK it 45 percent so far. m
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prominent vehicle-for-hire and parcel

delivery company based in Pakistan has

suffered a significant data breach which
ffected its extensive user database.

The Safety Detectives cyber-security team, led by
head researcher Anurag Sen, discovered the elastic
server vulnerability during routine IP-address checks
on specific ports. In this instance, a team discovered
that Karachi-based company Bykea had exposed all
its production server information and allowed access
to over 200GB of data containing more than 400 mil-
lion records showing people’s full names, locations
and other personal information that could potentially
be harnessed by hackers to cause financial and repu-
tational damage. The elastic instance was left publicly
exposed without password protection or encryption
which meant anyone in possession of the server’s
IP-address could access the database and potentially
remove data from it. It appeared that in September
2020, Bykea suffered a separate breach, during which
unidentified hackers reportedly deleted the compa-
ny’s entire customer database. At the time, Bykea
said it was unaffected by the intrusion because it kept
regular backups. In response, Bykea’s CEO Muneeb
Maayr described the cyberattack as “nothing out of
the ordinary” given that Bykea is a mobility-based
tech firm. It remains unclear whether this latest
breach is related to the hack attack in September.

Who is Bykea?

Founded in 2016 by Muneeb Maayr, Bykea is a
transportation, logistics and cash on delivery pay-
ments company, headquartered in Karachi, Pakistan.
The company was one of the first to introduce the
novel concept of “motorbike taxis”, used as a means
of transport and delivery. Currently, the company of-
fers its range of taxi services in Karachi, Rawalpindi
and Lahore. Bykea also operates as a vehicle-for-hire
and parcel-delivery company and maintains a soft-
ware app offering users access to all its services via
Google Play and App Store. The company is an
on-demand logistics provider that has embraced mo-
bile demand and ubiquitous internet connectivity to
fuel its rapid growth in recent years. The company
raised almost US$6 million from private investors in
2019 and followed up by raising a further US$11 mil-
lion this year. In total, Bykea has raked in US$22 mil-
lion in private equity from notable investment groups
such as Prosus Ventures, Middle East Venture Part-
ners (MEVP) and Sarmayacar since 2016.

‘What was leaked?

The exposed server contained API logs for both
the company’s web and mobile sites and all pro-
duction server information. The 200GB database
containing 400 million records was located on a pro-
duction server that stores regularly updated data in-
cluding internal logs including user details.

More specifically, the server contained personally
identifiable information (PII) for both customers and
contracted employees — their drivers, called “part-
ners” by Bykea.

Bykea customer’s PII:
Full names
Phone numbers
Email addresses
Bykea partners’ (drivers’) PII:
Full names
Phone numbers
Address
CNIC (Computerised National Identity Card)
Driver license numbers, issuing city and
expiry dates
Body temperature
Users’ full trip details exposed on the server
Other information was also left unsecured,
such as:
Internal API logs

Collection and delivery location information
User token ID with cookie details and
session logs

Specific GPS coordinates

Vehicle information including model and
number plate

Driver license expiry information
Miscellaneous user device information
Encrypted IMEI numbers

Driver details including GPS coordinates

A team discovered Bykea’s server contained cus-
tomer invoices showing full trip information includ-
ing where customers were picked and dropped off,
driver arrival times, trip distances, fare details and
more.

Trip details

Our team also found Bykea’s internal employee
login and unencrypted password information on the
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App Bykea leaks 400

million users data in a
recent breach
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Ateamdiscovered that Karachi-based company, Bykea,

had exposed all its production server information and
allowed access to over 200GB of data containing more
than 400 million records showing people’s full names,
locations and other personal information that could
potentially be harnessed by hackers to cause financial

and reputational damage

unsecured server.

Employee login credentials

Moreover, Bykea had existing commercial rela-
tionships with other Pakistani companies including
K-Electric, EasyPaisa and JazzCash allowing cus-
tomers to pay their electricity bills, get cash and send
money with the assistance of a Bykea driver and its
app. This data was also stored on Bykea’s database
and exposed in the leak. Our security team discov-
ered Bykea’s vulnerability on 14 November 2020.
Upon contacting the company on 24 November,
Bykea responded immediately by securing its data-
base within 24 hours.

Data breach impact

In response, Bykea’s CEO
Muneeb Maayr described the
cyber-attack as “nothing out of
the ordinary” given that Bykea
is a mobility-based tech firm. It
remains unclear whether this

latest breach is related to the
hack attack in September last.

From the large number of discovered records and
the type of information made available, several neg-
ative outcomes could occur including identity theft,
fraud, and phishing scams.

Full names, residential address details, ID docu-
ments like CNIC, online login information and loca-
tion data could potentially be exploited by nefarious
users to target unsuspecting people that registered
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with the company. Car registration and vehicle data
could potentially be used to conduct insurance fraud
and other heinous crimes involving stolen identities.

Also, user email addresses could be targeted by
hackers who typically use deceptive methods such as
infusing leaked customer data into email communi-
cations to trigger click-throughs to malicious websites
and installing malicious software.

Moreover, website backed data could be har-
nessed to exploit Bykea’s internal IT infrastructure,
including its app and website, to generate ransom-
ware attacks or simply to cripple its servers. Back-end
technical logs expose not only personal information
but also, data that can be weaponised to obtain full
control of the server.

Preventing Data Exposure:

How can you prevent your personal information
from being exposed in a data leak and ensure that
you are not a victim of attacks — cyber or real-world
—if it is leaked?

Be cautious of what information you give out
and to whom. Check that the website you are on is
secure (look for https and/or a closed lock). Only give
out what you feel confident cannot be used against
you (avoid government ID numbers, personal prefer-
ences that may cause you trouble if made public, etc.)
Create secure passwords by combining letters, num-
bers, and symbols. Do not click links in emails un-
less you are sure that the sender is legitimately who
they represent themselves to be. Double-check any
social media accounts (even ones you no longer use)
to ensure that the privacy of your posts and personal
details are visible only to people you trust. Avoid us-
ing credit card information and typing out passwords
over unsecured Wi-Fi networks. Find out more about
what constitutes cybercrime, the best tips to prevent
phishing attacks, and how to avoid ransomware. =
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evival in demand and imports of brand-

new cars (Sport Utility vehicles-SUVs),

and pickups has jacked up the overall

import bill of completely built-up (CBU)
vehicles by 193.7 percent, to $94 million, in the first
half of the current fiscal year from $32million in
the same period last year.

Overall imports of these vehicles in FY20, had
witnessed a decline of 55pc, to $99m, for the rea-
son, government had introduced different new rules
and regulations. These rules aimed at curbing the
import of the used car in order to facilitate the sale
of locally assembled cars and encourage new en-
trants in the auto sector, and help them achieve the
sales targets in a market-friendly environment.

The rise in the import of Complete Built Ups
(CBUs) was largely due to the increase in demand
for vehicles as well as the new entrants in the auto
sector. A car assembler said in statement that the
sitting government had awarded quotas in order to
facilitate the new players in the market who intro-
duced brand new fully build-up unit cars and other
vehicles.

Explaining the reason why local buyers have
returned to the market, the assembler claimed that
low interest rates were a major factor in this behalf
that surged the demand for SUVs and other cars.
Another reason was lifting of vehicles from ‘cash
crop producers’ who got commodity prices in ad-
vance and now had ample liquidity.

Chairman All-Pakistan Motor Dealers Associa-
tion (APMDA), H.M. Shahzad says, Pakistan Bu-
reau of Statistics (PBS) which maintains record of
the import of both used and new cars (CBU), noted
that the share in the export of both used and new
cars from 660-1,000cc is more than 90 percent.

“After introduction of the imported SUVs and
pick-ups in larger numbers, the high value of brand-
new imported cars and SUVs must have had a big
impact on the Performance Based Standard (PBS)
figures of CBU imports,” he said.

He claimed that during July-Dec 2020, 10,000-
12,000 used cars, SUVs, pickups, etc. were im-
ported, which is far lower than the total import of
18,500 units in FY20, 55,000 units in FY19 and
82,500 units in FY'18.

After the government’s decision in January
2019 that all vehicles, new/used conditions, must
be imported either through personal baggage or gift
scheme. Since then imports of secondhand vehicles
have come down.

With the new policy, the duty and taxes would
be paid in foreign exchange by Pakistani nation-
als or the local receivers authorized through bank
encashment certificate and that this factor would
determine conversion of the foreign rate into local
currency, stated the APMDA chairman.

As the current Auto Development Policy (ADP
2016-21), going to lapse in June next, the govern-
ment is preparing a new auto policy that will focus
on facilitating the manufacturing of low-cost cars.

According to multiple industry sources, rough-
ly 45 percent of a car price that a buyer pays, goes
to the government in the form of duties and taxes.
The government charges duties on imported CKDs
(completely knockdown units), which are the auto
parts used in assembling cars.

The Customs Duty on the import of localised
parts is 45 percent and it is 30 percent on non-local-
ised parts. There is an additional seven percent duty
on the import of parts. The Federal Excise Duty is
2.5 percent for the cars up to 1000cc, five percent
for the cars between 1000cc and 2000cc, and 7.5
percent above 2000cc. An-
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Automobile imports
drastically rise in

Pakistan

INCREASE IN DEMAND OF

USED CARS

Overall import of the vehicles in the last Financial Year
(FY) had witnessed a drop of 55percent, to $99million,
due to the government’s decision of imposing various
new rules and regulations to curb the used car imports
in order to facilitate the sale of locally assembled
cars, and encourage new entrants in the auto sector
to achieve their sales targets in a market-friendly

environment.

ment more than this in the form of duties and tax-
es,” said an industry source. It means the govern-
ment has a significant space to tweak the car price.

Bringing the price of a Rs1.5 million car, com-
monly acceptable contemporary hatchback, to the
range of around Rs one million will not be an easy
task. However that end is achieved if the the gov-
ernment would cut down the duties and taxes sig-
nificantly.

other 17 percent sales tax is
also charged.

“The small (entry-level)
cars have been neglected in
the past. That limited choice
of the customers leading
him to go for high-priced
vehicles. The new policy
must focus on manufac-
turing of entry-level cars,”
read a document prepared
by the Auto Industry Devel-
opment Committee (AIDC)
after thorough deliberations

As many asl0,000 to 12,000
used cars, Sport Utility Vehicles
(SUVs), pickups, ete. have been

imported, that is much lower
than the total imports of 18,500

units in FY20, 55,000 units in
Y19, and 82,500 units in FYI8.

The ADP 2016-21
policy will be ending
this year in June, and
now Engineering De-
velopment Board (EDP)
and Ministry of Indus-
tries and Production
have started to work on
the new policy under the
nomenclature, Automo-
tive Industry Develop-
ment and Export Plan
(AIDEP), for the next
five years.

in a meeting.
An industry source said that the government can
alter the prices of car by reducing taxes and duties.
“By the time a customer buys a car, around 45
percent of its total price goes to the government.
When the fact is bigger cars have to pay the govern-
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“The prices of vehi-
cles in Pakistan are on the higher side. The govern-
ment may consider a reduction in Customs Duty,
removal of Additional Custom Duty (ACD) and
Federal Excise Duty (FED) for the entire auto sec-
tor in upcoming AIDEP,” the AIDC noted in the
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meeting.

“With an overall view of reducing the input
costs, in return, the government expects reduction
in the prices by the OEMs (Original Equipment
Manufacturers) [car making companies], increase
in localisation and concerted effort to increase ex-
ports”.

“The local vehicle manufacturing companies
should strengthen their ties with local part manu-
facturers to enhance localisation, which will lead
to cost reduction, price stability, and employment
generation,” the AIDC document read.

The new entrants such as Hyundai, Kia, Chan-
gan, United Motors, have received Greenfield Sta-
tus, which provides them for paying lower duties
on import of Completely Knocked Down vehicles
(CKDs). Duty on localised parts has been fixed at
25 percent, and 10percent on non-localised parts
for new companies with Greenfield Status.

An official of one of the new entrants said that
it appears that there’s a 20 percent difference be-
tween old and new auto players but there are cer-
tain SROs that favour old players, reducing the dif-
ference to around 15 percent. The Committee says
the new entrants under ADP 2016-21 will be facil-
itated through continuity of the policy to sustain
confidence of the investors. “They should however,
be prepared to merge with the mainstream at the
end of their five-year period,” it added. m
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ne of the themes we have seen time and

time again with the coronavirus is the

importance and acceleration of digital-

isation. With so many movement restric-
tions in place, the digital economy has grown sub-
stantially in markets all over the world, heightening
the need for high-quality connectivity.

Pakistan is an excellent example in this regard,
with the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) announcing accelerated plans for 5G deploy-
ment, says the PTA annual report. The regulator,
the PTA, is working to develop a roadmap for 5G
development in Pakistan, including auctioning of
“spectrum for 5G services in the fiscal year 2023.”

According to the report, Pakistan’s digital econ-
omy has grown enormously during the pandemic,
prompting the regulator to re-evaluate its timelines
for the next generation of mobile technology.

Currently in Pakistan, 5G development and de-
ployment is relatively nascent, with the operators
continued trialing the 5G services in a very limited
environment and on a non-commercial basis during
the years 2019 and 2020. Consequently, it remains
to be seen as to what extent the nation’s operators
can actually meet the goals set for 2023 for putting
5G services in place.

Federal Minister for IT and Telecommunica-
tion, Aminul Haque had earlier said that the gov-
ernment had planned a commercial 5G launch by
December 2022. However, many believe that this is
overly optimistic, and in their view, it will take clos-
er to five years for 5G to become a reality.

Nonetheless, the announcement made by the
government shows that the perceived value of 5G
deployment has increased enormously over the last
year, rising up the government agenda to get at par
with developing nations.

Currently, in Pakistan, oG
development and deployment
is relatively nascent, with the
operators still trialing 5G
services in a very limited
environment and on the
non-commercial basis in 2019

and 2020.

Meanwhile, the digital transformation in Pa-
kistan has continued to take place in a variety of
forms against the backdrop of the pandemic. A cou-
ple weeks ago, a multi-year collaboration between
the State Bank of Pakistan and the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation, with support from the World
Bank, Britain, and the United Nations, revealed a
new government-run instant digital payment sys-
tem, called ‘Raast.” This platform is intended to
boost financial inclusion, as well as government
revenues, curbing illegal financial transactions, and
to help the government steer the population out of
poverty. It is pertaining to mention here that the
Jazz and Zong have successfully tested the 5th gen-
eration of mobile technology in Pakistan. The 5G
trials of Jazz aimed to test the improvement in the
performance of the network as a result of this tech-
nology. When launched, 5G will meet the evolving
needs of the future customers.

These trials were conducted at Jazz’s Digital
Headquarters in Islamabad, where average down-
load speeds of 1452 Mbps and upload speed of 68
Mbps was achieved along with successful HD Voice
& Video calls.

Jazz CEO, Amir Ibrahim, talking about the
successful 5G trials, said: “We are pleased with the
initial 5G trials and are ready to fast track the tech-
nology across Pakistan, whenever the process gets
initiated by the government. These trials showcase
our commitment towards a digital Pakistan, which
is why we have been the frontrunners in deploying
the latest mobile technology.”

“Successful conclusion of these 5G trials is a
matter of pride for us as we have always strived to
provide the latest technologies to the masses,” said
Jazz CTO Khalid Shehzad. “Our network is spread
throughout Pakistan and once the pre-requisites are
set for the commercial launch of 5G in the country,
Jazz will ensure no one is left behind in getting the
benefits this next-gen technology will offer.”
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Covid-19 affects
acceleration of 5G plan

in Pakistan

The perceived value of 5G deployment has increased
enormously over the last year, rising up the government
agenda to get at par with the developing nations.

Jazz is already Pakistan’s fastest mobile net-
work, as certified by Ookla through their Speedtest
Award™ which the operator has won three times
in a row. These results were announced after Ookla
compared user-initiated tests taken on the Speedtest
app from all major mobile operators in Pakistan.
Moreover, Jazz is also spearheading the implemen-
tation of use cases for ecosystem development to
benefit the masses.

In March last year, the first meeting of the Ad-
visory Committee for 5G Planning in Pakistan (5G
Pakistan Plan Committee) discussed the way for-
ward, a roadmap with timelines, and key challenges
for the introduction of 5G technology in the coun-
try. The meeting was held under the chairmanship
of the Ministry of IT and Telecommunication Ad-
ditional Secretary at the Ministry of IT.

The meeting discussed the way forward, a road-
map with timelines, and key challenges including
current 4G networks, spectrum availability and
pricing, infrastructure-related issues, like Right of
Way, 5G device ecosystem, the market need of rele-
vant Use cases, and telecom taxation. The meeting
also decided to form five sub-working groups in-
cluding National Broadband Plan, WG-1 on Spec-
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trum, WG-2 on Regulations, WG-3 on Use cases &
Applications, and WG-4 on Infrastructure.

Chairman, Pakistan Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA) Major-General (Retd) Amir Azeem
Bajwa has said that 5G ecosystem would serve as
the bedrock of sustainable socio-economic devel-
opment in Pakistan.

“The deployment of this transformative tech-
nology should be precisely timed, supported by in-
telligent regulatory initiatives, enabled by adequate
spectrum resources, under favorable market condi-
tions, and with the consensus of all stakeholders”,
Bajwa said while speaking at the third annual sum-
mit of the leaders of SAMENA Telecommunica-
tion Council, a dedicated Huawei 5G Ecosystem,
held under the theme “Unleash 5G potential, build
a better world”, a couple of weeks ago.

Telecommunications leaders and experts from
Pakistan and across the world gathered at the Sum-
mit to review plans for unleashing the potential of
5G networks to boost economies and societies in
a post-COVID-19 environment. Held virtually for
the first time due to social-distancing requirements,
the Summit was hosted by Huawei for the seventh
consecutive year. m
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he EU DisinfoLab investigated the matter

relating to the activity of this Indian think

tank and found it and the groups allied to

as fake and working on nefarious missions.
The report in its findings exposed the South Asian
Democratic Forum (SADF), as acting in league with
the bogus Indian think tank engaged in maligning
and unleashing propaganda against Pakistan. And
now all associates have started to disintegrate after
the Indian Chronicles Report of the EU revealed
their evil nexus. In a recent tweet by Christian Fair,
who was also a key member of the SADF Board
members, has announced to resign after looking into
the DisinfoLab report.

“So this is interesting. I got an email from other
SADF Board members resigning. I too resigned after
looking into the matter,” she tweeted.

Following the publication of the EU DisinfoLab
report detailing the activity of the propaganda mon-
gering think tanks one by one, the think tanks are in
a disarray and trying to save their skin from the inter-
national wrath. When the evil activity of the think
tanks has come to the limelight through the Disinfo-
Lab report, all the members of this sham forum are
separating themselves from one and another and the
mainstream.

The South Asia Democratic Forum or SADF was
also a tool of India’s anti-Pakistan propaganda.

According to international media reports, all
the board members of the so-called fake think tank,
SADF, have resigned.

It was even more startling that the fraudulent
Think Tank created in 2011 in Brussels by Srivastav
Group, was directly linked to Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

The forum had long lobbied for highlighting
critical programs to defame and bully Pakistan. The
hidden purpose behind this to provide ground to the
Modi-led Indian government for pushing Pakistan to
the wall at the international level and cover its own
wrongdoings and violations of the rights of the Indi-
an minorities.

The reality of India’s anti-Pakistan propaganda
campaign was quite evident to the world. Whether
it through “The Economist” or the “Foreign Policy”
magazines, the ugly face of India has been exposed
all over the world.

Not only that but the Indian conspiracies against
Pakistan and the European world exposed by the
EU reports also came under discussion in the British
Parliament as well as the UN Human Rights. By that
means the world was apprised how Indian through
fake media outlets and forums was on the way to put
the legitimate interests of the world at stake.

On the other hand, Pakistan is also not silent and
has urged the world not to stay at rhetoric only but
hold India accountable for its actions which had viti-
ated the regional environment and endangered peace
and stability in South Asia in particular and generally
in the world. “The RSS-BJP regime in India contin-
ues to be exposed internationally for its negative pro-
paganda against Pakistan and irresponsible actions,
imperiling peace and stability in the region,” the For-
eign Office (FO) spokesperson said in a weekly press
briefing. Spokesperson, Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri said,
the international community must take full cogni-
zance of the situation and hold India accountable for
its evil acts as revealed in the EU report.

He said the recently leaked WhatsApp chats of
Indian media-man, Arn-
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Indian propaganda mongering think tanks one by one,
these so-called think tanks have begun to disintegrate.
As soon as the report of Furopean Union’s Disinfol.ab
became public, all the members of these think
tanks are in a bid to dissociate themselves from the
pseudo-intellectual forums of India.

The FO spokesperson said the transcripts also
illustrated the unholy nexus between the ‘Hindutva’
regime and its cronies in the Indian media.

On the situation in Indian Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IOJK), he said the military siege, commu-
nication blockade, media blackout, and every possi-
ble violation of the human rights of Kashmiri people
had been continuing for 535 days (now the number of
days stands exceeded) since India’s illegal and unilat-
eral actions of 5th August 2019.

“In a new low, the RSS-BJP regime has merged
the civil services in IOJK with the civil services of

certain other Indian states

ab Goswami, and the fol- 71h 6 frqy;dulent Think Tank was in violation of the interna-

lowing developments, had
further exposed the sinister
designs of India against
Pakistan and vindicated
the long-held position of
Pakistan on this count.

He said the latest rev-
elations confirmed what
Pakistan had consistently

launched in 201l. Based in
Belgium capital, Brussels, this
think tank was established by
the Srivastav Group which had
direct linked with the Indian

tional law,” the FO spokes-
person noted.

The spokesperson said
India could not hide its
true intentions behind such
decisions; which was fur-
ther disempowerment of
Kashmiris through weed-
ing them out of the civil

pointed out that the BIP Prime Minister, Narendra Modi servants’ cadres in IOJK.

government had been en-
gaged in “false flag” oper-
ations, and attempting to malign Pakistan with ter-
rorism-related allegations. The Modi government did
all that to stoke hyper-nationalism in the country and
deviously manipulate national sentiments in a bid to
win the elections, he added.

“We had, at the outset, rejected India’s malicious
propaganda against Pakistan and highlighted that the
biggest beneficiary of the Pulwama attack in Febru-
ary 2019, was the BJP government, as it secured a
landslide victory in the ensuing Lok Sabha elections,”
he said.
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He said Pakistan
strongly condemned the Indian authorities for fram-
ing Shabbir Ahmad Shah in a fake (six-year-old) case
under the draconian Unlawful Activities Prevention
Act (UAPA).

“It is immediately obvious that Mr. Shah’s prose-
cution has nothing to do with upholding justice, but
is being done jointly by the RSS-BJP to muzzle the
Kashmiri voices,” he said.

Zahid Chaudhri said Pakistan had demanded the
Indian authorities to withdraw immediately the fake
charges against Shabbir Shah, that political victim-
ization of Kashmiri political leaders be ceased and
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Shabbir and other incarcerated Kashmiris leadership
released without delay. He mentioned that Pakistan
had approached the United Nations Secretary-Gen-
eral in New York, to seek immediate release of Kash-
miri leader Muhammad Yasin Malik.

“Mr. Malik has been charged on counts of ter-
rorism under the notorious Public Safety Act (PSA),
without following the due process and in violation of
his fundamental human rights,” he said.

The FO spokesperson said independent voices
continued to call out India on its gross and systemic
violations of human rights in Held Kashmir and the
minorities’ rights in India.

He mentioned that Human Rights Watch in its
report of 11 January 2021, underlined that seven
human rights and humanitarian organizations had
called upon the European Union to take a strong
stand and press India to stop immediately ‘systemic
human rights violations.’

He said the report also called upon India to free
all detained human rights defenders and others ar-
rested on politically motivated charges.

The spokesperson said India continues to remain
evasive on the horrific incident of the killing of 11 Pa-
kistani Hindus in Jodhpur. They were done to death
under very mysterious circumstances.

He said India had not explained as to why the
bodies of the deceased were hastily cremated without
informing the High Commission for Pakistan in New
Delhi, and why a postmortem in the presence of a
doctor from the Pakistan High Commission was not
permitted despite repeated requests by the Commis-
sion.

“Since the deceased were Pakistani nationals, it
is incumbent upon the Government of Pakistan to
be fully aware of the circumstances under which its
nationals died in India,” he added. m
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s countries across the world are enter-

ing new coronavirus restrictions ad-

versely affecting the tourism industry,

the Henley Passport Index has released
its latest report ranking the strongest and the
weakest passports.

The Henley Passport Index is based on data
provided by the International Air Transport Au-
thority (IATA) and covers 199 passports and 227
travel destinations.

Japan tops the list of strongest passports

Asian residents continue to have the world’s
most powerful travel documents.

As the report doesn’t take temporary restric-
tions into account, Japan tops the list of the stron-
gest passports, offering visa-free or visa-on-arrival
access to 191 destinations around the world.

The best passports to hold in 2021 are of Japan
with 191 destinations, Singapore with 190, South
Korea and Germany with 189, Italy, Finland,
Spain and Luxembourg with 18, and Denmark
along with Austria with 187 destinations.

Followed by Denmark are Sweden, France,
Portugal, Netherlands and Ireland with 186 des-
tinations.

Switzerland, United States, United King-
dom, Norway, Belgium, New Zealand stand at
the seventh spot with 185 destinations, followed
by Greece, Malta, Czech Republic and Australia
with 184 destinations.

‘Weakest passports

Several countries around the world have vi-
sa-free or visa-on-arrival access to fewer than 40
countries.

So the worst passports to hold include North
Korea with 39 destinations on the 103rd rank,
Libya and Nepal with 38 destinations, Palestinian
territories with 37 and Somalia along with Yemen
on the 106th rank with 33 destinations to offer vi-
sa-free arrival.

Pakistan ranked 107th on the list with 32 des-
tinations for the second time in a row, followed
by Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, India, and Tajikistan.

UAE climbs up the list

The UAE now holds 16th place on the rank-
ing, with visa-free/visa-on-arrival access to 173
destinations. That’s an incredible rise from its po-
sition back when the index began in 2006, when
the country was placed 62nd with access to just 35
destinations. “Just a year ago all indications were
that, the rates of global mobility would continue
to rise, that travel freedom would increase, and
the holders of powerful passports would enjoy
more access than ever before,” says Dr. Christian
H. Kaelin, Chairman of a leading residence and
citizenship advisory firm Henley & Partners and
pioneer of the passport index concept.

United States, United Kingdom, and EU
countries

The US, UK and EU countries traditional-
ly ruled the roost, but Henley & Partners in its
release said: “Experts suggest that the APAC re-
gion’s position of strength will continue as it in-
cludes some of the first countries to begin the pro-
cess of recovering from the pandemic.”

Coronavirus case numbers are currently rising
steeply in both the US and the UK; with the UK
being the centre of a fast-spreading new variant.

The temporary travel restrictions related to
this mean that the UK and the US are placed sev-
enth on Henley’s list, but reality is that the US
passport holders are currently able to travel to
fewer than 75 destinations, while the UK passport
holders have access to fewer than 70.

The most recent ranking has been set accord-
ing to the number of destinations that can be trav-
elled to without a prior visa. However, for travel
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Green passport still
4th worst for global

travel in 2021

The best passports to hold in 2021 are of Japan with
191 destinations, Singapore with 190, South Korea
and Germany with 189, Italy, Finland, Spain and
Luxembourg with 18, and Denmark along with Austria

with 187 destinations.

to the destinations of a host of other countries,
the passport holders may be subject to mandatory
vaccination of COVID-19.

As holders can get visa-free travel to 191 des-
tinations around the world, Japan has taken 1st
spot in the 2021 global passport index. Singapore
grabs the second spot as the holders of Singapore
passport can fly without a prior visa to 190 desti-
nations worldwide.

According to a statement by Henley and Part-
ners, the ascendance of Asia-Pacific Countries
(APAC) in the Henley Passport Index rankings is
a relatively new phenomenon adding: “Over the
index’s 16-year history, the top spots were tradi-
tionally held by EU countries, the UK, or the US
and experts suggest that the APAC region’s posi-
tion of strength will continue as it includes some
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of the first countries to begin the process of recov-
ering from the (COVID-19) pandemic.”

With the US and the UK still facing significant
challenges related to the virus, and the passport
strength of both countries continuing to “steadily
erode.” Therefore the balance of power is shift-
ing, Hanley & Partners stated.

Dr. Christian H. Kaelin, Chairman of Henley
& Partners says, the latest ranking provides an op-
portunity to reflect on the extraordinary upheaval
that characterised the travel situation in 2020.

Pakistan ranked 107th on the list
with 32 destinations for the
second time in a row, followed
by Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan,
India, and Tajikistan.

“Just a year ago all indications were that the
rates of global mobility would continue to rise,
that travel freedom would increase, and holders
of powerful passports would enjoy more access
than ever before,” the chairman said as quoted
by the statement. “The global lockdown negat-
ed these glowing projections, and as restrictions
begin to lift, the results from the latest index are
a reminder of what passport power really means
in a world upended by the pandemic,” Kaelin
added. m
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he sharp rise in fuel prices in Pakistan has
sparked anger in every section of society.
Farmers, businessmen, industrialists, and
the general public have all decried that the
rising fuel prices are burning a hole in their pockets.

Office-bearers of the fuel dealers’ association,
have held the tax rates the real cause for the hike
in petroleum prices. They say, the fortnightly price
change method is also leading to a hike in prices.

Farmers said the cost of cultivating crops has
gone up as they have to purchase diesel for tractors
and water pumps. Industrialists, meanwhile, are hit
by increased transportation costs. Even the salaried
people, who have suffered pay cuts due to lock-
down, said the rising fuel prices are adding to their
financial woes.

“The monthly budget for my car’s petrol has
now increased by Rs. 450. I can’'t avoid these ex-
penses as I have to commute between the office and
the home. I have had to cut back on outings with
my family members,” said Mazhar, a private em-
ployee sharing the effects of high price of petrol on
his daily life.

“Our salaries were already reduced by 20 per-
cent due to the pandemic. The nearly 20 percent
rise in fuel prices over the past few months has up-
set our budget,” said Kashif Butt, who works for a
private company.

“Almost all agricultural activities are carried
out using tractor-mounted equipment. The rise in
fuel prices has increased even the cultivation cost.
Earlier, I used to pay Rs 2,200 to plough and pul-
verize each acre. Now, I have to pay Rs 3,800,” said
Fayyaz, a middle-class farmer. “The transportation
cost to carry agricultural produce to urban markets,
has also increased” he grumbled.

Talib Hussain Malhi, an industrialist, said, “In
February last year, it used to cost me Rs 6,600 to
transport four-tonne of goods from my factory to
market. Now, I am paying Rs 10,000 for the same
weight and distance.”

Political leaders on the Opposition side and the
businessmen have also criticised the government
for increase in prices of petroleum products and de-
manded withdrawal of the decision.

The PML-N, PPP, JI and the ANP leaders
across the country have blasted the government say-
ing, the repeated increase in fuel prices has made
life of people miserable.

The ANP leader said, the life of low-income
people have become highly miserable by the gov-
ernment decisions to burden the poor with the high
taxes that factor increase in the prices of petroleum
products and gas. The ANP leader said unemploy-
ment was increasing but the government failed to
devise an effective economic plan to solve the issues
affecting life of the layman.

“The government is collecting over Rs.46 tax on
per litre petrol which directly goes into the pock-
ets of some people in the power corridors,” alleged
Aimal Wali. He said that the frequent increase in
prices of petroleum products was beyond imagina-
tion. He said the government failed to fulfill its tall
claims as it did not provide any relief to the pover-
ty-stricken people.

Meanwhile, President of Sarhad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry Sherbaz Bilour said that
increase in fuel prices was bound to affect the trad-
ers after they suffered financially due to lockdown
in the wake of Covid-19 outbreak.

The United Arab Emirates
(UAE) Fuel Price Follow-up
Committee has announced the
petrol prices in the UAE will
remain unchanged for the llth
consecutive month in February
although diesel rates have
been cut.

Mr Bilour said that the repeated increase in pric-
es of petroleum products would completely halt the
process of industrial development that may lead to
large scale unemployment.

He said that the continuous surge in the prices
of petrol products reflected the anti-business and
anti-industry policies of the government. He called
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Hike in fuel price:
Imran govt ‘profiteering’
from misery of people

Farmerslament the cost of cultivating crops has gone up
as they need to purchase diesel for tractors and water
pumps. Industrialists, meanwhile, are hit by increased
transportation costs. kven the salaried people, who
have suffered pay cuts due to lockdown, said the rising
fuel prices are adding to their financial woes.

for immediate withdrawal of the decision to jack
up the POL prices. He also demanded of the feder-
al government to withdraw the decision of hike in
power tariff and ensure uninterrupted power supply
to industries in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK).

It is pertinent to mention here that petrol pric-
es in the UAE will remain unchanged for the 11th
consecutive month in February although diesel
rates have been cut, the UAE Fuel Price Follow-up
Committee has announced.

The prices in the UAE are adjusted according
to international oil prices that continue to fluctuate.

Brent for April settlement lost 6 cents to $55.04
a barrel. The March contract, which expired last
month, increased 35 cents to $55.88 a barrel.

But while headline prices have been treading wa-
ter, the futures curve is pointing to a more balanced
market as OPEC+ output curbs and restrained US
shale production will further draw down invento-
ries accumulated during the pandemic.

The nearest contracts for both Brent and West
Texas Intermediate have moved further into a pre-
mium relative to the next month, a pattern known
as backwardation that signals tighter supplies and
strong demand.

At the same time, low processing rates from
refiners are keeping fuel supplies more or less in
check. The incentive for processing a barrel of oil
is growing, with the combined refining margin of
gasoline and diesel back near levels last seen in May
last year.
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Once vaccines are widely distributed, “we’re
probably going to have the biggest surge in demand
ever, at least year-over-year, and we’re not going to
get the supply response we normally got” from US
shale producers, said Jay Hatfield, CEO at Infra-
Cap in New York. “So the price is going to have to
be the moderating variable.”

A writ petition challenging the recent hike in
prices of petroleum products has also been filed in
the Lahore High Court (LHC).

The Judicial Activism Panel moved the peti-
tion, praying the court to set aside the government’s
move to jack up fuel prices terming the same illegal.

The petition contends, financial burden on a
common man in the country is certain to increase
with the raise in petroleum prices after he is already
reeling under high inflation.

The federal government increased the price of
petrol by up to Rs2.70 per litre for the next 15 days
of February, according to a notification issued by
the Ministry of Finance.

The prime minister approved a Rs2.70 per litre
increase in the price of petrol and Rs2.88 per litre in
that of diesel. The price of kerosene oil is increased
up to Rs3.54 per litre while that of light diesel was
jacked up to Rs3 per litre.

The Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority
(OGRA) on January 29 last, had proposed Rs12
per litre hike in petrol price from February 1. The
OGRA had proposed raising Rs10 per litre on
high-speed diesel. m
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In neighbouring counties, the corruption score of India, Iran, and Nepal has also
worsened by one point and that of Malaysia by two points. On the other hand,
Afghanistan’s corruption score improved by three and Turkey’s by one.

orruption in Pakistan is perceived to be
more rampant than it was last year as
the country now ranks 124 out of 180
countries, four places down from 2019’s
ranking, says a global corruption index prepared
by Transparency International (TT), a Berlin-based
international non-governmental organization.

On the Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI), Pa-
kistan slipped four spots in 2020, for second year
in a row. Last year, Pakistan ranked 120th on the
global corruption list and 117 in 2018.

The TI Pakistan chairperson says country’s
score this year lowered despite billions of rupees re-
coveries made by National Accountability Bureau
(NAB), and Public Accounts Committee.

TI releases the CPI every year, ranking 180
countries and territories by their perceived levels of
public sector corruption according to experts and
business people. In neighbouring countries, the cor-
ruption score of India, Iran, and Nepal also have
also come down by one point and Malaysia’s by
two points. On the other hand, Afghanistan’s cor-
ruption score improved by three and Turkey’s by
one.

Pakistan’s score in CPI 2020 has lowered to
31/100 from 32/100 in 2019 and ranks to 124/180
from 120/180 in 2019.

TI Pakistan Chairperson Sohail Muzaffar says,
Pakistan has scored less in the last years on two
counts: the rule of law index and varieties of de-
mocracy.

Pakistan has slipped by four points on the inter-
national Corruption Perceptions Index and stood
at 124 in comparison to the 120th position in 2019.
The rankings were issued by Transparency Interna-
tional (TT) that also showered lots of praises on the
National Accountability Bureau (NAB).

According to the TI report, Pakistan’s score is
31 out of 100 and the country is ranked at 124 out
of 180 countries while the score has increased four
times since 2012.

According to the report, the top countries on the
CPI are Denmark and New Zealand, with scores
of 88, followed by Finland, Singapore, Sweden
and Switzerland, with scores of 85 each. The low-
est-ranked countries are South Sudan and Somalia,
with scores of 12 each, followed by Syria with a

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

score of 14 and Yemen and Venezuela with a score
of 15.

“Since 2012, 26 countries improved their CPI
scores, including Greece, Myanmar and Ecuador,”
the report added. “In the same period, 22 countries
decreased their scores, including Lebanon, Malawi
and Bosnia and Herzegovina.”

CPI also reported that corruption undermines
an equitable global response to Covid-19 and other
crises, highlighting the importance of transparency
and anti-corruption measures in emergency situa-
tions. Meanwhile, Opposition leaders were quick to
criticise the PTI-led government shortly after it was
revealed that Pakistan’s ranking on a global corrup-
tion index fell four places.

Senator, Pakistan Peoples’ Party (PPP), Sherry
Rehman said that Prime Minister Imran Khan’s
claims to end corruption were based on lies. She
said, corruption was on the rise during the PTI
government and losing a few places on the global
corruption index is a question mark on its perfor-
mance.

Pakistan slipped four spots on
the Corruption Perceptions

Index (CPI) 2020 for the
second year in a row.

Pakistan has dropped down seven places on the
list since this government came to power, she said
adding, world was now watching the story of the
government’s wrath of corruption. “The focus is on
NAB and the government’s political opponents, not
corruption,” Ms Rehman said.

PPP MNA, Shazia Atta Marri said that in the
past, Prime Minister Imran Khan used to wave
transparency reports and demanded the govern-
ments to go home. Until 2018, Imran Khan nev-
er got tired of crying over what the Transparency
International reported, she said, adding that “PM
Khan has lost the moral legitimacy to stay in power
after this report.”

“How many references did the NAB make on
the corruption of the federal government that has
been going on for the last two-and-a-half years?”
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she posed. Reacting to the report, Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) Spokesperson Maryam
Aurangzeb has termed the TI report “a global proof
of the corruption of Imran Khan’s government.”

“The selected government has failed on every
front and only made progress in corruption, com-
mission, and theft. Congratulations Imran Sahib,”
she sarcastically said.

Meanwhile, Special Assistant to Prime Minister
of Pakistan on Political Communication, Dr Shah-
baz Gill defended the government after Pakistan’s
ranking was revealed on the global corruption list.
He said TI has again exposed Pakistan’s leaders and
their corruption. The Prime Minister’s aide said, if
one were to take the data sources out, one would
find that outdated data have been used to calculate
Pakistan’s rating.

He gave an example of the World Bank data cit-
ed in by the TI which was published in 2017. He
said, it showed the data for a 2017 publication must
have been collected before 2017. He showed anoth-
er data source from 2018. He said this corruption
perception report, thus, related to the last tenure of
the PML-N government.

Everybody knows that the corruption is one of
most chronic issues all over world, especially in the
third world countries like Pakistan where it had
rooted down in government institutions enough that
could not be eliminated easily following the stakes
of powerful bureaucrats and corrupt politicians.
Corruption has ruined the country completely and
is resulting in increase in poverty, unemployment,
hunger, besides tarnishing the image of the coun-
try and bringing immense miseries to its people.
Corruption has been deep rooted at all levels either
private or government from top to the bottom and
anti-corruption institutions have miserably failed to
address this or even reduce the ongoing dishones-
ty and frauds. There are many top politicians who
have, reportedly, been involved in this evil and bad
practice. Such politicians are concerned with their
stakes only without thinking about the masses.

We can find two major concerns or issues in
Pakistan that are expanding like epidemics. They
are corruption and terrorism, which have strength-
ened their poisonous effects in every section of our
society. m
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- GMOs Average Revenue Per

User dropped by 8.51% due to
pandemic

fi it

The drop in revenues was translated by the outright withdrawal of 10percent
service/ administrative/operational charges by the operators at the beginning of

the financial year on the directives of the Supreme Court of Pakistan (SCP).

he average earning (average revenue per
user per month) of cellular operators
dropped by 8.31 percent in the financial
year 2019-20 due to multiple factors, in-
cluding the changing consumption patterns of the
customers due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Average Revenue Per User (ARPU) of the
telecom industry decreased to Rs.240.5 in Financial
Year (FY) 2020 from Rs.262.3 reported in FY2019,
according to Pakistan Telecommunication Author-
ity (PTA). The drop in revenues was translated by
the outright withdrawal of 10percent service/ ad-
ministrative/operational charges by the operators
at the beginning of the financial year on the direc-
tives of the Supreme Court of Pakistan (SCP).

Furthermore, the consumption trend of the cel-
lular phone services has kept shifting regular calls
to internet-based (WhatsApp) calls, which have
become increasingly common during the wave of
COVID-19.

The consumption of the regular voice call de-
creased tremendously due to COVID-19, which
ultimately impacted negatively on the use of call
services for personal and commercial use across the
country, mainly in the last quarter of the last finan-
cial year.

On the other hand, the consumption of internet
services remained stable and relatively registered
growth, particularly in the cities with uninterrupted
broadband services as these customers consumed
internet services for their office work, educational,
and entertainment purposes.

Operators, one after another, offered free inter-
net and data packages to the customers in difficult
times for a limited period, which also offset the rev-
enue streams considerably.

The PTA in its annual report stated that the
telecom operators face challenges in maintaining
their ARPUs where voice is still a dominant factor
in the year while overall industry Average Revenue
Per User (ARPU) declined by eight percent during
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2020, owing to competing data prices offered by the
service providers in general and reduced offers after
the COVID-19 in particular.

Jazz maintained the highest ARPU of Rs. 278.3
in FY2020, followed by Telenor, with an ARPU
of Rs. 275.2. ARPU of Zong and Ufone stood at
Rs.203.2 and Rs. 158.5, respectively, in the same
year. Pakistan is considered as a low ARPU and
predominantly, a prepaid subscription market
where subscribers enjoy the concession of altering
their usage patterns in response to any price fluctu-
ations introduced by the operators.

Meanwhile, the cellular mobile sector registered
a decline of 4.8 percent in its revenue, from Rs. 445
billion in FY'19 to Rs.424 billion in FY20.

CMOs also extended relief to
consumers through incentives
and reduced price offers for
telecom and broadband
services

A major setback was endured by Zong, which
reported a negative profit (loss) of Rs.3.6 billion in
FY20 as against a positive profit of Rs. 12.9 billion
for the same period last year.

Telenor and Jazz continued to earn positive
profits of Rs.4.1 billion and Rs.36.8 billion, respec-
tively, in FY20 though profits declined by 79percent
and seven percent, respectively, compared to the
preceding year.

As the businesses reopen and the economy be-
gins to pace up gradually, it is expected the revenue
streams of mobile phone services will also get a
positive impact through voice and internet services.

Since the Covid pandemic hit Pakistan in March
2020, the downward trend recorded total revenues
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of Chief Marketing Officers (CMOs) by April-June
2020 at Rs. 101 billion—S5.6 percent lower as com-
pared to the previous quarter, and about 9.6 percent
lower as compared to the same period last year.
And in order to mitigate the revenue loss, operators
may resort to reducing the costs and further mod-
ernization of the system.

Data usage trends show that data consumption
during the lockdown period (March-June 2020)
increased by 19 percent, however, data usage in-
creased by 77percent during FY2020. On the other
hand, domestic voice traffic, which increased by
38percent in QE-March 2020 experienced a 20per-
cent decline in QE-June 2020.

This phenomenon may be attributed to the fact
that people shifted to Over-the-Top (OTT) services
rather than traditional voice calls during the pan-
demic phase. However, positive results across the
economy are now on the horizon as the pandemic
is gradually subsiding in Pakistan. Hence financial
pressure on the telecom sector is also expected to
subside.

CMOs also extended relief to consumers through
incentives and reduced price offers for telecom and
broadband services. The prices of some bundles
were reduced by as low as 82-90percent while many
services that were previously charged were extend-
ed to customers free of cost. For example, Jazz of-
fered a weekly work-from-home bundle of 10 GB
data @Rs.88 compared to its regular weekly bun-
dle of 1GB @Rs.95. Similarly, Telenor and Ufone
provided free of charge ‘Monthly WhatsApp and
Facebook Offer’ and ‘Free WhatsApp Offer,” which
were previously charged @Rs.44.45 and Rs.60 per
month respectively. Zong extended its ‘SIM Lagao
Offer’ with 2GB data and daily 100 on-net minutes,
free of cost for two months. Telenor offered week-
ly 4GB (6 am-6 pm) @RS.62 (inclusive of taxes),
and Zong offered a daily work-from-home bundle
of 1.2GB data (from 4 am-7 pm.) @Rs.21.5 per day
(inclusive of taxes). m
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~ Basmati rice: Pakistan’s
important cash crop

Basmatiriceisbelieved to have been cultivated in Pakistan
for centuries. It’s history in Pakistan is about 200 years
old. The earliest extant works mention Basmatirice by the
name of Heer-Ranjha authored by the famous sufi poet,

Waris Shah. In Heer Waris Shah it was called Mushki Rice
and that poetic book, its fragrance and characteristics

were mentioned.

ice is a cereal grain, most widely consumed
staple food for a large part of the world
population, especially in Asia and Africa.
eographically its production is exclusive
to certain districts of Pakistan. Basmati is a variety
of long-grain aromatic rice traditionally grown in Pa-
kistan. The word “Vas” means Aroma. Basmati rice
literally means fragrant rice. Basmati rice contains
2-Acetyl 1-pyrroline, this chemical compound giving
Basmati its distinctive
fragrance, also found in
cheese, fruit and other
cereals. Basmati rice is
believed to have been
cultivated in Pakistan
for centuries. It’s history
in Pakistan is about 200
e yvears old. The earliest
¥ extant work to mention
Basmati rice by name is
Heer-Ranjha by famous
sufi poet, Waris Shah.
In Heer Waris Shah it was called Mushki Rice and
therein its fragrance and characteristics were men-
tioned.

Pakistan is blessed with natural treasures that in-
clude minerals and eatables. Among eatables wheat
and rice occupy a remarkable place in the high class
eatables. Gujranwala division of Pakistan has since
long been recognized as the producer of high quality
rice. In 1960 Colonel Mukhtar Hussain of Hafizabad
prepared a crop of wheat which was exceptional-
ly good. It is not clear that what Colonel Mukhtar
Hussain actually did with the crop; whether or not
he prepared it a hybrid crop. After that it was called
Colonel’s Basmati.

During the 1965 war, some areas of Shakarghar
came under Indian occupation. So the Indian army
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officers took out the Colonel Basmati seed and began
farming in and around Gurdaspur.

Basmati rice is produced in the historic region be-
tween the Sutlej and the Chenab. In Pakistan districts
of Sialkot, Narowal, Sheikhupura, Gujrat, Gujran-
wala, Mandi Bahauddin and Hafizabad are histori-
cally recognized in the world for the production of
Basmati rice. Besides that part, Basmati rice is cul-
tivated in the areas of Kashmir, and the Indian East
Punjab, and Haryana. It is also cultivated in small
amounts in Indonesia, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

There are a number of varieties of Basmati rice
namely Pak Basmati, Super Basmati, Super Kernal
and Chenab Basmati. It is easily distinguished by its
Aroma, texture and firmness from other varieties of
rice such as Thai Jasmine rice, Japanese sticky Mo-
cha rice, Italian Saffron rice, Brown rice, Red rice,
Black rice, Wild rice, Indica, Sela or Parboiled rice,
processed, washed rice, and polished rice.

Pakistan is among the Top Ten rice producing
countries in the world. Pakistan’s exports makeup
more than eight percent of the world’s total rice trade.
Rice is grown in fertile land of Sindh and Punjab.
From different varieties, Pakistan mainly produces
Basmati rice. Despite that it is unfortunate that India
controls two thirds of the global Basmati market.

In the recent years competition between nations
to capture the market for the rice sale has stepped up.
Pakistan is also trying to increase its sale to Europe-
an Union challenging India which asserts that Bas-
mati rice were originally produced in its seven states
to get the exclusive rights to the Basmati label in the
lucrative European market. By that means, India
has made attempt to block Pakistan’s trade with the
EU claiming that it’s Basmati is geographically the
original one. Pakistan however has rejected Indian
claim arguing that it was in fact pioneer in culti-
vating the Basmati rice and its farmers grow Bas-
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mati rice in a large quantity with the same original
aroma and nutrient features. Pakistan is expected
to file a formal objection with the EU against the
Indian claim.

Pakistan received the geographical indication
GI Tag for its Basmati rice on January 26, 2021.
Registration under GI Act 2020 will provide protec-
tion to Pakistan Basmati product which promises to
get a due share of sale in the international market.
It will also open new avenues for Pakistani Basmati
rice in other markets of the world. This is the first
Pakistani product which is registered under this tag.

Pakistan achieves GI tag to Basmati

After formally opposing the Indian application
for exclusive Geographical Indication (GI) tag for
Basmati rice, Pakistan has finally registered the
aromatic rice variety as its GI product in order to
protect the commodity in the international market.

GI, an intellectual property, is a sign used on
products that have a specific geographical origin
and possess qualities or a reputation that are due to
that origin. GIs are typically used for agricultural
products, foodstuffs, wine and spirit drinks, handi-
crafts, and industrial products, among others.

Following the speedy approval of GI rules re-
cently, the Trade Development Authority of Paki-
stan (TDAP) had applied for GI Tag of Basmati at
Intellectual Property Organization (IPO)-Pakistan,
which is now the GI Registry.

According to Chairman Intellectual Proper-
ty Organization (IPO) Pakistan, Mujeed Ahmed,
TDAP has been granted Basmati rice GI tag by the
GI Registry (IPO). The approval of GI rules and
the subsequent registration of Basmati under the
country’s GI law would help Pakistan contest Indi-
an claim of exclusive rights, he added.

Meanwhile, an official concerned said, unlike
India, Pakistan in its application submitted to the
EU has not claimed exclusive rights of Basmati as
the same variety of rice is grown in India and some
other countries. “We have only opposed the Indian
claim, which is baseless and against the ground re-
ality. This is why even the State of Madhya Pradesh
in India has also opposed the country’s GI tagging
for Basmati and is contesting the move in Indi-
an Supreme Court,” said the official. Earlier this
month, Pakistan had approved the long-awaited GI
rules in a fast move after the country was caught
unaware when India applied for an exclusive GI tag
to Basmati rice in the EU in September 2020. Pa-
kistan was also facing registration issues regarding
domestic products in the international market as
local items were not protected through the GI law.

Pakistan however has rejected
Indian claim arguing that it was
in fact pioneer in cultivating the

Basmati rice and its
farmers grow Basmati rice in

a large quantity with the same

original aroma and nutrient
features. Pakistan is expected to
file a formal objection with the
KU against the Indian claim.

As per the approved rules, at least 79 products,
including Basmati rice, Khanpur Khwa, Bahawal-
pur Chunri, Bhakkar Karna Oil, Khewra Pink Salt,
Chitrali Embroidery, Hunza Apricot, Sukkur Dates
etc., have been protected through the GI law.

“GI identifies agricultural, natural and manu-
factured goods originating, manufactured or pro-
duced in a territory, region or locality as determined
by the country, where a given quality, reputation,
characteristics, ingredients or components are es-
sentially attributable to its geographical origin,”
the rules stated. “In case of manufactured goods,
the production, processing or preparation of the spec-
ified product takes place in a certain territory, region
or locality,” the rules add. m
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Ningbo Green Light Energy hosted its annual lunch at Royal Palm Golf Club. Ningbo services are available across the country which are
helping build Green and clean Pakistan. The company encourages the consumers to switch to solar and save high electricity cost.
The event reiterated Ningbo’s strong commitment in investing in the growth and prosperity of the solar industry.
The event was held following all Covid-19 SOP’s. The event was particularly highlighted by the award-giving and appreciation of the efforts
of the whole team which the company regards as its real driving force. Appreciation of the Patrons is held very significant in Ningbo, as it is
directly linked to the job satisfaction, workplace happiness, and morale. Hence different awards were given to the entire team on the basis of
skills and efforts made by everyone over the years. Moreover each department also discussed the new goals it has set to achieve in 2021 and
the steps they would severally take to make these company's goals and targets a reality. CEO of Ningbo Green Light Energy, Muhammad
Qasim also delivered a speech on the occasion wherein he shed light on all the achievements this company has gained over the years.
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eart day is celebrated on 29th Septem-

ber every year throughout the world.

Ischemic heart disease (IHD) is the

major cause of death worldwide, plac-
ing a major resource and economic burden on
public health systems. High income developed
countries have seen decline in mortality rates from
the disease, but elsewhere the picture is less favour-
able, with continued high mortality. Turkmenistan
ranks first in the most
affected country in
. this regard. Chronic
diseases  accounted
for 73 percent of all
deaths in the country.
As far as the matter
is concerned with Pa-
kistan, it can be seen
that the increasing
population and lack
of health facilities
have been making the
scenario worse day by day. The population has
been doubled since 2005 but the hospitals and fa-
cilities are the same as they were 16 years ago. If
we talk about the situations in hospitals, every one
out of three elevators is either not working or have
some mechanical problem. Due to which poor pa-
tients have to wait for a very long time. Despite
the seriousness of cardiovascular diseases in Paki-
stan, minimal attention is given to the prevention
of risk factors. In addition, economic and political
instability is speeding up the rates of diseases in
the country. Practical efforts are mandatory to en-
hance the understanding of these cardiovascular
disease risk factors such as diet, physical activity,
health facilities, and tobacco-control policies to
support prevention and control at the population
level.

Recently, cardiologists have warned that heart
diseases have become the prime cause of deaths in
Pakistan where, according to WHO (World Health
Organization), an alarming increase has been seen
in deaths due to heart attacks, resulting in a be-
wildering 46 deaths with every passing hour. Four
years ago, only 13 people were dying due to heart
diseases in an hour but only in a matter of four
years, the figure has alarmingly increased, and
now 46 people are dying due to heart attacks. The
situation is getting worse day by day and nobody
is willing to take a step forward to save humani-
ty. There are only three main institutes/ hospitals
giving services in the case of heart diseases name-
ly; Punjab Institute of Cardiology, (OIC) Lahore,
Faisalabad Institute of Cardiology (FIC), and
Rawalpindi Institute of Cardiology (RIC).

In this regard, a kind reputed doctor of Paki-
stan Prof. Dr. Saqib Shafi, Cardiologist, (Punjab
Institute of Cardiology has been doing an excel-
lent job for many years to save humanity. PIC is a
specialized tertiary care hospital providing state-
of-the-art treatment to cardiac patients. It is also
playing the lead role in research and postgraduate
training in the field of Cardiology, Anesthesia,
Cardiac Surgery, Electrophysiology, and Inter-
ventional Cardiology. Dr. Saqib is among the Best
Cardiologists in the country and is one of the most
experienced Cardiologists in Lahore. Currently, he
is part of the core team at Punjab Institute of Car-
diology, where he is the CEO. Many times, he has
drawn the attention of the authorities and the pub-
lic to different causes of heart diseases. In a video,
he spoke about healthy lifestyles that the public
should adopt. In case that a family member gets
heart disease, the entire family should work togeth-
er to maintain a healthy lifestyle so the patient has
higher morale and feels more support.

Angioplasty (Heart stent) is performed by car-
diologists to restore blood flow through the arter-
ies. In this procedure, the doctor drifts a thin tube
through a blood vessel in the arm to the involved
site in the artery. The tube has a tiny balloon at-
tached to the end. When the tube reaches the place,
the doctor filled the balloon to push the plate out-
ward against the wall of the artery. This widens the
artery and put back the blood flow for the patient.
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Increasing rate of heart
attacks in Pakistan

Despite the seriousness of cardiovascular diseases in
Pakistan, minimal attention is given to the prevention
of risk factors. In addition, economic and political
instability is speeding up the rates of diseases in the

country.

It is usually a less complicated way to open the ar-
teries that are clogged, but still, this procedure has
some risks. It is extremely rare and can only be
done in only 30 percent of the cases. The thing is, in
Pakistan, when somebody goes for this procedure,
one stunt costs around Rs.250,000 in a satisfactory
hospital, and not every patient doing a white-collar
job can afford that. It is not as such, as complicated
thing as it is told. If, a nuclear country like ours can
make missiles like (Shaheen, Ghauri) and make an
Atom bomb (One of the most disastrous things in
the world), why cannot it make heart stent of our
own? The executive director of Faisalabad Institute
of Cardiology, Dr. Hamid Syed, indicated that the
people are suffering due to

kistan and we have to necessarily import it at very
high prices?

In my opinion, all the concerned authorities,
head of the state and the people in Government
should take notice of this serious issue before it
gets worse. It is my special request in the interest of
humanity of Pakistan, to President Dr. Arif Alvi,
Prime Minister Imran Khan, and secretary health
Mr. Nabeel Awan that this issue is waiting for their
kind attention as a matter of serving the ailing peo-
ple of the country. And to meet the purpose, the
state needs qualified and intellectual people like se-
nior prof. Khalid Masood Gondal and Prof. Saqib
Shafi. Under these two living legends, a research
team should be made that

a lack of sufficient funds.
Due to this, Pakistan is al-

Prof. Dr. Saqib Shatfi,

will work on the basic
causes of heart attacks.

ways lacking behind oth- (Gardiolo gist of Punj ab Institute There is no two opinions

ers in serving humanity.
In this regard, we should
promote our local med-

of Cardiology (PIC), has been

that health is as import-
ant as education in any-
where in the world. And,

ical industry. Moreover, dOing an CXCCHGHthb fOI’ maﬂy if Pakistan has to excel in

we should produce stent
of our own at very rea-

years to save the humanity

every sphere of life then
its budgetary allocation

sonable prices to save hu-

manity. But this need has not been the priority of
any government in the last three decades. Pakistan
spends around eight billion rupees (over $49 mil-
lion) annually on importing cardiac stents from for-
eign countries, according to Shahbaz Gill, a special
assistant to the Prime Minister. It is still a question
why cannot we provide health to a family leader?
Is it so difficult that a number of highly qualified
researchers and scientists cannot make stents in Pa-
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for the health sector must
be satisfactory quite sufficient and satisfactory to
provide for the masses. And through a foolproof
mechanism that budget must be used transparent-
ly on the citizens. Also, expensive facilities like
(Stent) should be made easily available for every
deserving patient of the country so that Pakistan
doesn’t have to import it at extremely high prices.
The writer is a senior social analyst of health & Chair-
man Pakistan Columnist Council.
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ith expressive themes to appeal the

popular mind, Pakistan’s distinc-

tive ‘truck art’ is becoming a great

source of attraction for painters and
art lovers across the globe.

This unique and quite new art style is gaining
popularity on account of different themes blended
with indigenous motifs to communicate messages
and represent the country’s rich culture at home
and abroad.

Trucks, lorries and even rickshaws are being
decorated with the painting of complex floral pat-
terns and poetic calligraphy along with images of
Sufi saints and spiritual people. With the painting
of flying horses and the falcon, in addition to imag-
es of popular political figures, national heroes, and
famous cricketers, they are really feast of the eyes.
Truck art is popular because of the hard work and
artistry of the painters. Each part of the truck re-
flects imagination of the artists.

The government of Pakistan and enterprising
individuals began to organize truck art exhibitions
abroad in the early 2000s since then the genre has
established itself as an exciting and vibrant ‘folk art-
form’ from Pakistan.

An official of UNESCO, Habih ur Rehman said
that they had been using ‘truck art’, as a unique
blend of murals and painted scenes to raise aware-
ness about the importance of women education in
Pakistan. He said that the local community over-
whelmingly used this local art for Girl’s Right to
Education Programme (GREP), helping to make
an impact in favor of girls’ education in local com-
munities. Over 20 trucks transporting goods had
been painted with colourful portraits and murals
advocating for girls’ education, with messages such
as “Education is power and “Father, don’t bring me
silver or gold, bring me a book and a pen,” he add-
ed.

“It was for the first time that such strong, cultur-
ally-sensitive advocacy messages on girls’ education
had been placed on trucks,” he remarked.

A famous truck artist AK Jameel said that truck
art had become one of Pakistan’s best-known cul-
tural exports in the recent years.

The painters spend many hours decorating the
truck through their professional artwork, he main-
tained.

Truck drivers overcome their
inner loneliness by creating a
strong bond with their truck
considering it just like home
to beat the boredom their long
journeys.

“Truck drivers overcome their inner loneliness
by creating a strong bond with their truck consid-
ering it just like home to beat the boredom of their
long journeys,” he said.

He said that truck art had been used as a theme
by many fashion designers, industrialists, transport
companies, and clothing brands for selling their
products.

“World is now much familiar with our truck
art and now Pakistan’s famous truck art has moved
from highways to the skies,” Lateef Khan, an art
lover said.

He said that even Pakistan’s aviation academy
had painted its aircraft using colours and motifs of
an art movement eponymous with trucks to show-
case that the country is more than the sum of its
stereotypes.

He said that only in Karachi around 50,000 peo-
ple were employed in workshops dedicated to the
truck artwork as the truck drivers were always will-
ing to spend big money to ensure their trucks were
better than the others.

“Truckers don’t even spend so much money
on their own houses, but on truck decoration and
painting,” he observed.
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Pakistan unique
‘truck art’ is gaining
popularity across globe

This unique and quite new artstyle is gaining popularity
onaccountofdifferentthemesblended withindigenous
motifs to communicate messages and represent the
country’s rich culture at home and abroad.
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A stunning combination of
> cultural ambiance witnessed <
‘in Bridal Couture Week
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Industry's top stars
walked on ramp for the
Bridal Couture Week 2021
during the most glamorous
fashion event of the
country that concluded
recently. The star-studded
show featured magnificent
style statements, created by
( #%s top fashion designers and
makeup artists of the _
country. .
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- All you need to know about vivo

Y5ls smartphone

vivo Yols sports an Al triple rear camera featuring 48MP main rear camera, SMP
super wide camera and 2MP super macro camera. With built-in multiple shooting
modes and outstanding photo processing algorithm, we found camera shots on
Y5ls ultra-clear

arlier in January 2021, vivo launched its

all-new Y51s in Pakistan. vivo’s Y series

is known for providing customer cen-

tric innovations in best prices and Y51s
proves to continue the legacy with powerful per-
formance, amazing camera and big battery. Y51s
claims to wow your moments with clear shots
and swift play. Let’s go deep into how team Flare
found vivo Y51s to be:

Powerful performance:

vivo Y51s carries 8GB RAM that allows users
to multi-task without any lag and 128 GB ROM
that can be exceeded to 1TB with external SD
card. So now, you no longer have to worry about
deleting your everyday memories because of small
storage. Additionally, with Qualcomm SDM662,
it delivers blazing fast speed to power through ev-
ery task.

Y51s also comes equipped with a quick side
mounted finger print scanner and face wake tech-
nology that unlocks your phone in no time.

Stunning Rear Camera:

vivo Y51s sports an Al triple rear camera fea-
turing 48MP main rear camera, SMP super wide
camera and 2MP super macro camera. With built-
in multiple shooting modes and outstanding photo
processing algorithm, we found camera shots on
Y51s ultra-clear. Super macro camera allowed us
to uncover the finest details by getting as close as
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4cm and super wide angle camera enabled us to
fit expansive landscapes with 117 degrees in one
shot.

Super Night Camera

Capturing a clear shot at night is not a woe
anymore. vivo Y 51s features super night selfie and
super night rear camera modes to enable users to
capture memorable moments not only in day but
also at night. Aura screen light and a noise can-
cellation algorithm works amazingly in low light
conditions without dreaded flash and uneven skin
tone as the soft light adjusts to the ambient light-
ing automatically.

Super night rear camera mode with multi-
frame noise reduction algorithm appears to cap-
ture beautiful shades even in low light conditions
and with the stylish night filters, designed by pro-
fessional photographers, users can now shoot like
a seasoned pro at night too.

Ultra stable videos

Blurred and unclear videos are no longer a
problem with Y51s’ rear camera electronic im-
age stabilization technology. We found the videos
to be clear and stable even when captured while
walking or running.

Front Camera

vivo Y51s sports a 16 MP front camera with Al
beautification that captures beautiful yet natural
looking selfies. It also has Aura screen light feature
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that let you take stunning selfies day and night.

Bigger Battery

Equipped with gigantic battery of 5000mAh,
Y51s lets you binge watch online HD movies for
17.9 hours or play intensive games for 9.9 hours
continuously. And getting it recharged is not a
problem too, with 18W fast charge, it gets 70%
charged only in 64 minutes.

Astonishing Design

Y51s is not only powerful in terms of perfor-
mance and camera but also has a beautiful and
stylish 3D design. It sports 6.58”” FHD+ Halo full
view display with 90.61% screen to body ratio and
2408*1080 resolution to give extreme colors and
enticing images. The device is as light weighted as
188g and feels very comfortable in hand too.

The device comes in two dazzling colors: Ti-
tanium sapphire with AG matt finish and crystal
symphony with glossy finish. We found both the
colors amazingly beautiful that add elegance in
the style of the holder.

Conclusion

In conclusion, vivo Y51s is designed to give
powerful performance, gigantic battery life, stylish
look and stunning camera quality. It is perfect for
users looking for a powerful and stylish tool to ca-
ter to everyday activities. Priced at PKR 39,999,
vivo Y51s, delivers great value for money and is
widely available all over Pakistan. m
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MMBL expands its network — grows to 100
branches across Pakistan

Islamabad: Mobilink Mi-
crofinance Bank (MMBL) has
further expanded its footprint
across the country’s landscape
by inaugurating 24 new
branches, reaching a total of
100 branches.

The new branches are lo-
cated in Islamabad, Haveli
Lakha, D.I. Khan, Khairpur
Tame Wali, Bahawalpur,
Karachi, Dina, Mansehra,
Nowshera, Timergara, Min-
gora, Jatoi, Piplan, Jaranwala,

Pir Mehal, Chunian,
Sheikhupura, Guyjrat,
Wazirabad, Hafizabad,
Sukkur, Bahawalnagar,

Muridke, and Rawat.

The bank says it is aggres-
sively working to bank the un-
banked and is playing a leading
role in the promotion of finan-
cial inclusion across the coun-
try.

To ease supply-side barriers
to financial access, MMBL has
also been digitizing the on-
boarding process for its cus-
tomers. Using bio-metrically

enabled hand-held devices,
MMBL is onboarding cus-
tomers and offering asset and

cure.
Speaking  about  this
achievement, the President and

we leave no stone unturned in
contributing towards a finan-
cially inclusive Pakistan.”

r

liability products without the
need for a single sheet of paper
by using digital signatures to

make this onboarding and
lending process even more se-

CEO of MMBL, Ghazanfar
Azzam, said, “Our growing
number of physical branches
along with our branchless
banking network ensures that
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Chief Business Officer,
Muhammad Asim Anwar,
added, “We are committed to
serving our customers by ex-
panding our footprint. With the

addition of these new
branches, we aim to empower
our customers through various
financial products that can help
ensure financial inclusion for
all.”

As Pakistan’s largest digital
bank with over 27 million reg-
istered users including 12 mil-
lion active JazzCash digital
wallets, MMBL is a leading
player in lending to small and
medium-sized enterprises with
over 700,000 traditional indi-
vidual and micro-enterprise
loans disbursed, alongside
more than 3,600,000 digital
nano loans disbursed till De-
cember 2020.

The bank offers a suite of fi-
nancial services through vari-
ous channels to enhance
customer experience and con-
venience. Some of the products
and services include cash man-
agement, home remittances,
health insurance, term deposits,
and special saving accounts for
senior citizens, female house-
holds, and entrepreneurs. =

realme plans to bring trendier & smart AloT products

Lahore: With the vision of a re-
markable tomorrow realme has pro-
vided the best solution for modern
needs. The brand has introduced multi-
ple AIoT products in the last year.
These products were promising and ac-
cumulated high sales. realme focuses on
becoming a lifestyle brand and encap-
sulate all the necessities of life. The
brand aims to include travelling in the
lifestyle as well and create products in
that regard. realme’s AIoT arsenal has
a lot of products in it such as realme
Buds Wireless Pro, realme Watch S,
realme Smart Scale, realme Smart Cam,
realme N1 Sonic Electric Toothbrush,
and much more.

The brand’s lifestyle products com-
prise audio products, wearable, home-
based, and other products. The realme
Buds Wireless Pro was overwhelmingly
embraced by the users. It had ANC (Ac-
tive Noise Cancellation) and a 22-hour
playback. Another amazing product of
realme is Watch S that was equipped
with a preset of workout programs and
high-quality sensors. The realme Smart
Scale was a compliment to their fitness-
based products. It is a perfect compan-
ion in the journey of fitness. Moreover,
the realme Smart Cam had a crystal-
clear result and a chic design. It pro-
duced amazing results that modify the
user experience. Also, the realme N1
Sonic Electric Toothbrush had an at-
tractive new design and provides easy to
use features. These products communi-

cate the lifestyle approach of realme.

realme has already introduced
around 100 AIoT products. They brand
plan to release much more to accom-
modate the needs of their users. realme
has huge plans for the coming year as
well. The brand has amazing mobile
phones that have captured the market.
Few of these smartphones are realme 7
Pro, realme C15, realme C17, and much
more.

The main focus of realme is to cre-
ate relevance among the youth and be-
come a trendsetter. The brand produce
quality products with a fashionable fi-
nesse that makes their products tempt-
ing to the customers. They work
rigorously to bring new products in the
market. realme is always active in pro-
ducing new products. It is imperative to

vivo ranks among top 5 global smartphone brands in 2020

Lahore: According to latest annual
data from IDC, vivo, a leading global
smartphone brand, ranked fifth in the
global smartphone market in 2020 with
a market share of 8.6 percent and ship-
ments exceeding 110 million devices.
With a year-over-year growth rate of
over 1 percent, vivo was one of the top
five smartphone brands to maintain an
increase in shipments despite the overall
downturn.

vivo currently holds the second posi-
tion in the Chinese smartphone market
and the third in India, while leading the
market in Indonesia. With headquarters
in China, supported by a network of 9
R&D centres in Shenzhen, Dongguan,
Nanjing, Beijing, Hangzhou, Shanghai,
Taipei, Tokyo and San Diego, vivo is fo-
cusing on the development of state-of-
the-art consumer technologies, including
5@, artificial intelligence, industrial de-
sign, photography and other up-and-
coming technologies.

IDC data shows that global mobile
phone market fell 5.9% year-on-year in
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Bank Alfalah, Zameen.com join hands to offer

Lahore: Bank Alfalah
signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) with Za-
meen.com, a Pakistani

Alfalah to extend their reach to
a larger digital audience. Usage
of recourses would be helpful
for both organizations as they

home financing in Pakistan

Pakistan to facilitate the con-

struction and housing sector.
The agreement was wel-

comed by CEO Zameen.com
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property portal, in order to pro-
vide a platform with a combi-
nation of housing and
developer finance products for
providing greater convenience
and easier access to the cus-
tomers.

This agreement will enable
both Zameen.com and Bank

would easily educate customers
and developers with finance
options offered by Bank Al-
falah.

It will also provide a platform
with many solutions of home fi-
nancing to further the vision of
the Imran Khan-led Government
of Pakistan & the State Bank of

Zeeshan Ali Khan, noting it to
be a significant development
for both the Banking and real
estate sector. He stated, “With
Bank Alfalah’s partnership, we
will continue our endeavours to
support consumers and uplift
the country’s construction in-
dustry.”

CEO of Bank Alfalah, Atif
Bajwa commended the associ-
ation between the two organi-
zations and said, “Bank
Alfalah has been a key player in
the home financing industry for
many years, and we welcome
the partnership with
Zameen.com to bring our prod-
ucts within reach of a wider
market.”

“The Government of Pak-
istan and the State Bank of
Pakistan have been keen on re-
viving the construction and
housing industry, and this is the
right time to educate our cus-
tomers on the diverse range of
flexible financing solutions that
they can avail.”

Atif Bajwa Chief Executive
Officer (CEO), Mehreen
Ahmed Group Head Retail
Banking and Syed Muhammad
Asif Head of Consumer Fi-
nance from Bank Alfalah. Zee-
shan Ali Khan CEO and
Founder, Ahmed Bhatti Coun-
try Head and Shuja Ullah
Khan- Senior Director repre-
sented Zameen.com were pres-
ent in the signing ceremony =

Lowest roaming rates for Ufone customers

Islamabad: Pakistani tele-
com operator Ufone intro-
duced revised data roaming
charges for its valued cus-
tomers across different coun-
tries of Europe, Africa and
Asia. With the aim to make
all communication easier and
trips more exciting, Ufone
now has a one of the lowest
one rate roaming charges for
all its services.

Customers can roam
around the world and still
enjoy the perks of being at
home. Subscribers for post
pay can avail all Ufone serv-
ices — incoming or outgoing
calls, SMS and data — for as
low as USD 0.19.

Post activation these
charges will apply for Alba-
nia, Australia, Czech Repub-

lic, Germany, Ghana, Greece,
Hungary, Ireland, Italy,

Stay Connected on the Go

on Ufone Postpay

Netherlands, New Zealand,
Portugal, Romania, South
Africa, Spain, Turkey and the
UK.

For further support regard-
ing roaming activation cus-
tomers can visit the nearest
Ufone franchise, service cen-
tre, PTCL-Ufone Joint Shop

or contact Ufone Customer
Helpline for Pakistan by dial-

while travelling internation-
ally. Customers can also gain
details regarding the package
from the Ufone official web-
site www.ufone.com or My
Ufone app.

Prioritizing its customers,
their comfort due to the hard-

ships faced because of high
long-distance tariffs, the brand
previously introduced data
roaming bundles for postpay
clients in the UAE. Along with
low charges, Ufone affirms the
conviction to make its connec-
tion and network one of the
best service providers for all.

Starting in 2001, Ufone
has grown to be a brand that
has created its mark in the tele-
com sector as an innovator
that provides customer-centric
services. With the core value
of ‘tum he tou ho’ Ufone
firmly believes and practices
the value of providing comfort
and ease of communication to
all its customers, furthering,
the goal to make connectiv-
ity seamless across Pak-
istan.m

Ground breaking ceremony of Blue World City Over-
seas Block held

Islamabad:  Chairman,
Saad Nazir, CEO Ch Nadeem
Ejaz and Sheikh Atif at Jeet
Ka Safar Earth Breaking Cer-
emony of Overseas Block in
Blue World City, Islamabad.
The ground breaking cere-
mony of Overseas Block held
recently. Prominent scholar
Sheikh Atif Ahmed delivered
a motivational session on
"Jeet ka Safar" at the cere-
mony. The customers visited
site to observe the remarkable
progress of the develop-
ment.m
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TPL wins 9 awards
at the 10th annual
CSR Summit &
Awards 2021

Karachi: TPL, Pakistan’s
leading technology driven con-
glomerate, won nine awards at
the '10th Annual Corporate So-
cial Responsibility Summit &
Awards 2021', held at the Mar-
riot Hotel, Karachi recently.

The prestigious national
award event is the first and only
platform in Pakistan registered
with the Intellectual Property
Organization of Pakistan (IPO-
Pakistan). The investment hold-
ing company, TPL, along with
its subsidiaries, TPL Properties
Ltd. and TPL Insurance Ltd.,
were awarded for their contri-
bution in the following cate-
gories:

Commenting on the Com-
pany’s achievement, Muhammad
Aminuddin, CEO, TPL Insurance,
said “T would like to express my
gratitude to The Professionals Net-
work for recognizing our efforts on
anational platform and presenting
TPL with these highly prestigious
awards. CSR is at the core of
everything we do at TPL, plat-
forms like these motivate us to
reach out to a wider network and
create more impact in Pakistan.” m

Shan Foods re-
ceives BRC’s AA rat-
ing for food safety

Karachi: Shan Foods has
been conferred with an AA rat-
ing for its stringent quality con-
trol and food safety practices
by the British Retail Consor-
tium. BRC is a UK-based trade
association, which audits food
and manufacturing industries
annually, against the highest
safety standards. Having se-
cured a BRC Grade A for 5
years and being a recipient of
the BRC certification consecu-
tively for the last 7 years, Shan
Foods has outclassed itself this
year by securing the AA rating,
a rare rating awarded after a
detailed holistic scrutiny of the
food manufacturing process.
This achievement is credited to
the rigorous quality control
measures taken at Shan Foods
that extend from research &
development to packaging and
distribution, ensuring the sup-
ply of the highest-quality prod-
ucts to its consumers.m
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Ufone & PTCL partner with Islamabad United for 6 PSL

Islamabad: Ufone and PTCL and
twice Pakistan Super League champi-
ons, Islamabad United, have joined
hands for the sixth edition of the Pak-
istan Super League, starting from Feb-
ruary 20. A MoU was signed between
Group Chief Marketing Officer, PTCL
Group, Adnan Anjum, and Islamabad
United’s owner, Ali Naqvi in this re-
gard.

Ufone and PTCL have emerged as
the leading telecom service providers
in Pakistan, with both brands serving
millions of people across the country,
and including provision of services to
some of the remotest regions of Pak-
istan. Their focus has been to connect
people from different parts of the coun-
try to empower everyone.

Islamabad United is the most suc-
cessful team of the Pakistan Super
League (PSL) and were the winner of
the first and third seasons of the PSL.
The franchise believes in bringing
change to Pakistani sports with the in-
troduction of international standards
of practice and a commitment to con-

tinuous progress.

Speaking on this occasion Group
Chief Marketing Office, PTCL Group,
Adnan Anjum said, “Cricket is the
heartbeat of the nation and being a

is an ideal partner for us to express that
support. With the rise of their young
Pakistani core, we are confident that Is-
lamabad United’s success will be long
lasting, as will this partnership."

Ufone & PTCL

_ are proud to be associated with

people-centric company, it was natural
for us to support the passion of cricket.
Islamabad United, a franchise who
represent the spirit of united Pakistan

Reiterating the significance of the
partnership, Ali Naqvi said, “We are
pleased to partner with one of the lead-
ing telecommunication companies in

Pakistan. Ufone is a brand known
throughout Pakistan. Promoting Is-
lamabad United and cricket is an effort
to unite the nation and spread joy
among the masses. We are thus de-
lighted that Ufone, which connects the
nation, will now be an official partner
of Islamabad United.”

Ufone and PTCL have partnered
with Islamabad United in the past as
well. The recurring partnership between
both the brands is a reflection of the
Group’s belief in Islamabad United’s ide-
ology which is centered on unity. Islam-
abad’s slogan “United We Win” compels
cricket enthusiasts to come together and
this has also been the motto of Ufone and
PTCL. Both companies are diligently
working towards connecting people to-
gether.

PTCL’s collaboration with Islamabad
United started in PSL 2017 and was cel-
ebrated by the release of one of the most
popular anthems of the cricket league.
The anthem known as “Kitna Rola
Daalega”, was sung by Abdullah Qureshi
and proved to be a fan favorite.m

FBR investigating automobile under-invoicing scam

Islamabad: Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR) is report-
edly investigating a mega
under-invoicing scam show-
ing the purported involve-
ment of one of the new
companies owned by a lead-
ing Chinese automobile cor-
poration, well-informed
official sources told Business
Recorder.

The “documents” shared
with the FBR, which are
being probed by the authori-
ties, indicate that to date the
company appears to have im-
ported over 400 CBU units
from Shanghai China pre-
dominantly MG HS Model,

their highest specification
model, with declared cus-
toms value of $ 11,632 which
is “absurdly low” considering
the same vehicle is being sold
at a price above $ 27,000 in
other countries.

The under-invoic-
ing “evidence” has also been
shared with other line Min-
istries and agencies for a
thorough probe as this is in-
flicting billions of rupees fi-
nancial loss the national
exchequer.

The documents available
with FBR reveal that MG HS
CBU vehicle is being sold in
Australia at price of AUD

34,990 equivalent to US $
27,200. After deducting local
duty, taxes and profit for
local distributor in Australia
its import value cannot be
less than $ 22,000.

“We have referred the
case to Customs Intelligence
for proper investigation of
this gross violation and day
light robbery on Government
tax revenue,” the sources
maintained.

With over 400 CBU units
already imported, the com-
pany is accused of evading
over Rs 1.1 billion in duty
and taxes so far.

Imports from China have

long been characterized by
massive under-invoicing
which has been admitted at
the highest level by Com-
merce and Customs officials.

According to govern-
ment's own estimates, Pak-
istan loses up to $ 6 billion
worth of duty and taxes
every year due to under-in-
voicing of imports despite
the fact both countries are
using Electronic Data Ex-
change facility to verify ex-
port value being declared in
China for all high value items
being imported into the
country.

Officials are of the view

that such under-invoicing can
also be easily checked using
declared value in other coun-
tries of the same items.

When contacted, Special
Assistant to the Prime Minis-
ter on Revenue, Dr. Waqar
Masood said that FBR ac-
cepts declared value of only
two/ three per cent, adding
that he is inquiring from the
concerned authorities as to
how this is happening.

Another official said that
FBR is already investigating
it and if under-invoicing is
proved strict action will be
taken against the concerned
company.=

Samsung welcomes customers to Bahawalpur’s
1st official brand shop

Bahawalpur: Samsung be-
lieves in making Innovation
accessible to all and is com-
mitted to provide its products
to customers all across Pak-
istan. As a reaffirmation of
this resolve, Samsung inaugu-
rated its Premium Outlet on
11th of February, 2021 in Ba-
hawalpur. The inauguration
was done by MD Samsung
Pakistan & Afghanistan Mr.
Roy Chang along with Head
of Mobile Division Mr. Umer
Ghumman and Mian Irfan
Aziz, GM Telecom Sales, Air-
link Communication Ltd. The
ceremony was attended by
Samsung team as well as no-
table local media representa-
tives.
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Samsung’s Premium Out-
let will offer customers the
chance to purchase their
choice of world-leading Sam-
sung Galaxy products. Cus-
tomers will also be able to
experience the newly launched
generation of Galaxy mobile
devices at the outlet.

This will enable customers
in Bahawalpur to shop the en-
tire range of Samsung Galaxy
products with complete peace
of mind and will be able to
benefit from the expertise of
Samsung’s expert customer
representatives.

Located on Haqi Center
opposite DC Office Chowk,
University Club Road the
newly-inaugurated brand shop
will offer official Samsung
products, enabling patrons to
avail benefits such as war-
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Oppo Reno 4Pro

Rs:84,999 _ _
Nokia phones ranked #1 for

software updates and security
It just keeps getting better

SVAGIH  Android 10.0 OS

: 6.5 inch AMOLED Capacitive
DISpIay Touchscreen, 16M Colors, Multitouch
Pl ©6.26" HD+
Quad Camera: 48 MP, /1.7, 26mm

(wide), 1/2.0", PDAF +8 MP, /2.2, - > oooman g , R
OEINEIEN (uirawide), 1/4.0" + 2 MP, 2.4, (macro) \ | botcery 1! Android 9 Pie
+2 MP, /2.4, (depth), LED Flash

Qualcomm® g R13 MP/ F 5 MP
* Snapdragon™

H 29 Mobile Platfrom
(Li-Po Non removable), 4000 mAh ; an R
Battery - Fast charging 65W, 60% in 15 min, Py Bl

Camera

256GB Buil-in, 8GB RAM, UFS 2.1 : |
'rre 13,900 | ree 17,700
B B

Accelerometer, Compass, RAM | 16GE ROM
FecilEEn| Fingerprint (under display '
, optical), Gyro, Proximity
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Tecno Spark 4
Rs:15,999

Welcome to SMIART life ' Tecno spark 4 - Another Budget Phone of the Company

i Tecno is bringing another smartphone Spark 4 that is
going to the budget phone of the company. The
manufacturers are doing a great job by introducing

J such entry-level smartphones. The new Tecno spark 4

will be packed with some amazing specs that will give
the customer a choice to have it. The phone will be
e A powered by a quad-core 2.0 GHz processor to enable
D @ 5!;5. the coming Tecno's spark 4 to make quick execution at
| a very fast speed. The SoC of the phone is packed with
1GB+16GE 8MPeSMP. S4SINCH i 3 gigabytes of RAM. This is enough RAM for fast
i g :i execution of multitasking. The new Tecno Spark 4's
& L having 32 gigabytes of internal storage. The storage of
FACEuriock  3000maAh 1 - the phone is enough to hold a lot amount of data. The
. phone is also expected to come with a dedicated slot
that will enable the spark 4 by Tecno to expand the
storage capacity of the handset. Talking about the
camera settings of the smartphone so you will find a
Triple rear camera setup at the rear of the upcoming
smartphone Tecno 4. The main sensor is 13
megapixels, the secondary sensor is 2 megapixels and
the third sensor is QVGA. The front-facing camera of
the phone is kept the water-drop notch design that will
be 8 megapixels. The Tecno spark's 4 will be running
the latest operating system, Android 9 Pie which is the
latest OS available for the smartphones. The 4000 mAh
battery seems to enough for the long-lasting back time.
The new Tecno spark 4 is having a fingerprint at the
back that will provide your data with full proof data
security. The 6.52 inches display screen will enable the
handset to enjoy full HD plus resolution. The budget
phone spark 4's going to be a replacement for the
Samsung entry-level smartphone.

Realme C15 Realme 7 Pro
Rs:24,999 Rs:54,999

S)AIG  Android 10 OS
: 6.5 inch IPS LCD Capacitive o . : 6.4 inch Super AMOLED Capacitive
DISpIay Touchscreen, 16M Colors, Multitouch / b Y DISpIay Touchscreen, 16M Colors, Multitouch

Quad Camera: 13 MP, /2.2, (wide) : % i Quad Camera: 64 MP, f/1.8, 26mm

) B | : (wide), 1/1.72", PDAF + 8 MP, /2.3,
OEINEIEN PDAF +BMP. 123, (ultravide) SEIMCIEN 16 (rawie), 140" + 2P, 2.4
+2MP B/W, f/2.4 + 2 MP, f/2.4, LED Flash | . , (macro) + 2 MP, /2.4, (depth), LED Flash
) [V ; h (Li-Po Non removable), 4500 mAh
(Li-Po Non removable), 6000 mAh ! r R : ;
Battery " Fast battery charging 18W — Battel’y ‘Fast char‘glng 65W, 50% in
. gl 12 min, 100% in 34 min (advertised)

\/[=143(6]a"4l 64GB Built-in, 3/4GB RAM \/[=19gl0]8"Al 128GB Built-in, 8GB RAM, UFS 2.1

Accelerometer, Compass, = - Accelerometer, Compass,
Fingerprint (rear Fingerprint (under display
mounted), Proximity : ¢ , optical), Gyro, Proximity
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IPHONE 11 PRO MAX 256GB
Rs:2,62,599

144 x 71.4 x 8.1 mm
(5.67 x 2.81 x 0.32in)
Displ 6.5 Inches,Super Retina XDR OLED
ISplay capacitive touchscreen, 16M colors
12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"

, 1.4pm, dual pixel PDAF, OIS 12 MP
Camera , /2.0, 52mm (telephoto), 1/3.4", 1.0um, PDAF

, OIS, 2x optical zoom 12 MP, f/2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)

Non-removable Li-lon 3969
ZE1EIRA mAh battery (15.04 Wh) Charging

Fast 18W: 50% in 30 min

M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Internal:64GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity,
Features compass, barometer, Siri natural

language commands and dictation

Itel Vision 1 Plus
Rs:15,999

Oppo Reno 5
Rs. 59,999

SVEEIE  AndroidTM 9 Pie
g 6.5” HD+ Waterdrop
RISV Fuiscreen 16007720

Rear: 13.0MP AF + VGA Dual with Flash
Front: 8.0MP FF Selfie Camera

ZE1E  5000mAh Battery
\"/[=193(6]0"] 3GB RAM + 32GB ROM

Fingerprint :
8 Functions

Camera

E AMOLED Capacitive Touchscreen,
BLETSLEVA 60 Colors Muttouch 6,43 nhes

Quad Camera: 64 MP, f/1.7, (wide)
, 111.73", PDAF +8 MP, f12.2,
OEINEIEN (uiramide), 1/4.0° + 2 MP, 2.4, (macro)
+2 MP, /2.4, (depth), LED Flash

(Li-Po Non removable), 4310 mAh
Battery - Fast charging 50W, Reverse
charging, SuperVOOC

Memory 128GB Built-in, 8GB RAM, UFS 2.1

Accelerometer, Compass
Features , Fingerprint (under display
, optical), Gyro, Proximity

IPHONE 11 PRO 256GB
Rs.2,44,799

144 x71.4 x 8.1 mm
(5.67 x 2.81 x0.32in)
; 5.8Inches,Super Retina XDR
Display OLED capacitive
touchscreen, 16M colors

12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"

, OIS 12 MP, /2.0, 52mm (telephoto)
Camera Ry 1.0um, PDAF, OIS, 2x optical
zoom 12 MP, /2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)
Non-removable Li-lon 3110
Battery mAh battery (11.91 Wh)

, Fast charging 18W: 50% in 30 min

M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No

emo
Internal:256GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro
Features , proximity, compass, barometer
, Siri natural language commands and dictation

Oppo Reno 4
Rs. 59,999

: 6.4” AMOLED Capacitive
Display Touchscreen, 16M

Colors, Multitouch

Triple Camera: 48 MP, /1.7, 26mm
(wide), 1/2.0", PDAF + 8 MP, /2.2
CEIMEIEN  (uirawide), 1/4.0" + 2 MP, 2.4
, (depth), LED Flash

Li-Po Non removable), 4000 mAh
- Fast charging 30W, VOOC
Flash Charge 4.0

128/256GB Built-in
Memory , 8GB RAM, UFS 2.1

Accelerometer, Compass,
Fingerprint (under display,

optical), Gyro, Proximity

Vivo V20 SE
Rs.45,999

Vivo coming with its new V20 SE, the new smartphone of the
new series with some quality specs to capture the market and
attract the attention of the users. The coming smartphone Vivo
V20 SE will be a good asset for the company and will be a
competitor for most of the high-end brands. The new device will
be powered by the Snapdragon 665. The chipset of the Vivo's
V20 SE suggests that it will be a mid-range smartphone. The
RAM capacity of the phone will be 8 gigabytes. This type of RAM
capacity is used in high-end smartphones. The Vivo V20 SE's
going to be packed with 128 gigabytes of internal storage
capacity which means that the handset will provide the user
with enough space to store data on the V20 SE by Vivo. The
device is equipped with a dedicated slot that will enable the
user to enhance the storage capacity of the handset. On the
rear of the smartphone, there is a quad camera setup. The
primary sensor of the camera setup of the Vivo SE will be 48
megapixels, the ultra-wide lens is 8 megapixels and 2
megapixels depth sensor. The camera has so many amazing
Features that gonna beauty your Pictures. Vivo V20's SE is
packing a Single front-facing camera of 32MP. The main sensor
of the selfie shooter will be 32 megapixels along with 8
megapixels secondary sensors. The upcoming smartphone Vivo
V20 SE will come equipped with 6.44 inches Super AMOLED
display that will present full HD plus the resolution of 1080 x
2400 Pixels. The under-display fingerprint reader of the V20 SE's
provides the security that will protect the smartphone. This is a
common feature nowadays. The Li-Po Non-removable 4100
mAh battery will ensure enough backup time like Samsung's
new brands.
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Infinix Zero 8i

Rs. 34,999

Infinix has introduced the new Zero 8i in the market. An
infinitesimally inexpensive phone with impressive price
specifications. Large-screen phones are a real hit in the
Pakistani market. The new Infinix Zero 8i has got a
fairly large phone with a 6.89 "IPS screen with HD +
resolution. It is still a very cheap phone with an
interesting aspect ratio of 20: 9. The Infinix's Zero 8i got
a screen of two punch holes in the upper left part
where the Dual 16 + 8 MP selfie camera is located. The
frames around the screen are impressively thin in
promotional materials. The new Infinix Zero 8i's having
On the backside there is a Quad camera setup in which
you will get 48MP (main camera + 8MP + 2MP and Al
lenses. Under the hood, the Zero 8i by Infinix brings the
MediaTek Helio G90T with an impressive 8GB of RAM
and 128GB of internal memory that can be expandable
with a MicroSD card. Infinix 8i has got a 4500mAh
battery that is charged via the Type C slot will take care
of the device and the handset has got a Fast battery
charging of 33W. On the software side, the smartphone
brings Android 10 OS over which Infinix Zero's 8i has
coated its Color OS 7.2 skin and the device has got
3.5mm Audio Jack in reality they are equally impressive
for this price range. If we talk about the security of this
smartphone the new Infinix Zero 8i has got Face
Unlock, and a side-mounted fingerprint scanner to
protect your data from loss, This smartphone will be
available in Pakistan until October 8, 2020, with a Price
tag of 24999, which is impressively low for everything
the phone has to offer. The Zero 8i's will be a
competitor for Samsung and others.

Nokia C1
Rs:9,199

Nokia C1- Back with a Bang!

World Famous Nokia returns with C1, the phone with
higher specifications and better chances of survival in
today,s Smartphone market. Equipped with dominant but
customized Android OS, Nokia C1 is going to be available
from december 2019, as soon as the hot summer ends.
The company has been struggling since the Android
popularity and then the microsoft take over, now Nokia's
C1 is going to be release with much boosted specs and
overhauled OS for a better user experience. Earlier half
android half windows Smartphone series were
disappointing but this time Nokia C1's specs are promising
as coming with front snapper of 5MP and rear mounted 5
MP lens that will hold a Carl Zeiss lens for better imaging
and recording. Nokia will implement Android OS 9.0 with a
twist on C1, last time the result was terrible and resulted in
a failed X series but this time we can expect a miracle as
the company has embedded the new phone C1 with Intel
chipset which ensures a geared up performance and may
lead to something better. The phone is powered by a 1GB
RAM so that C1 can run every application user wants.
With non-removable battery, the phone offers 5.45 inch
screen with 294 PPI density for sharp images. C1 may
bring company back to life and reenter the smartphone
battle. The phone equips 16GB internal storage and
external card slot to provide more storage space. C1 by
Nokia is said to be 8.6mm slim with 66% screen-to-body
ratio which makes it one of the slimmest smartphone ever
being offered in today,s market. Nokia C1 will ensure a
serious comeback for the evergreen manufacturer. This
Phone will definetly give tough time to budgets
smartphones of other companies Like Samsung And
Huawei. Nokia sharp C1 is going to be launched in the
month of december 2019 by the chinese giants.

11

|

SMP Front Android
SMP Back BPie

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

STAY AHEAD

OF YOUR GAME

WONDER

Rs.
10,900/-

Honor 20 Pro

Stand out
beautifully:

It just keeps getting better

L andoid BC

Rs.99,999

Honor 20 Pro- The Handset You Will Wish to Have
Honor is going to release 20 Pro in the near future. This

1 will be the upcoming flagship of the company. After

launching the 10 series, the Chinese tech giant was
expected to improve technology. So, the Honor 20 Pro will
come up with something different. The handset is packed
with the latest SoC, Highly efficient camera setup, huge
memory, and massive power. Honor's 20 Pro will come

| packed with the powerful chipset in the world of

smartphone and that chipset is called Kirin 980. This will
also be used in its other variant as well. Honor 20 Pro's is

| a7 nm chipset that ensures the performance. All the 7 nm

chipsets have a great performance ratio as compared to
the other handset of the flagships category. 20 Pro by
Honor with this 7 nm SoC consumes less energy and
provides high-class performance. The system of the chip
will be packed with 8 gigabytes of RAM and 256 gigabytes
of internal storage. Honor Pro will have a 6.1-inch broad
display screen that will present you Full HD+ resolution. As
the camera setup is concerned, Like other flagships the
Honor 20's Pro will feature a rear triple camera setup. The
primary lens will be 48 megapixels and the secondary will
be 16 megapixels with the third one 8 megapixels and 2
Mega-pixel Macro lens. Honor 20 Pro has a selfie shooter
of high quality that is 32 megapixels. The back camera will
help you to capture the nature and the selfie sensor will
help you to get pics of your own with your desired pose. 20
Pro's The handset will be fueled with a heavy battery of
4000 mAh battery. There will an side-mounted fingerprint
scanner. Most of the Japanese and Chinese giants are
creating a healthy and competitive market by producing
smartphones for every type of customers from low budget
to high budget customers. So, like Samsung, the company
also taking over other smartphone giants.

Nokia 7.2

63" Full HD+
PureDisply
with HDR video

4BMP+5MF 1BMP
Z0MP Front Camera
with ZEISS Dptics

o

6GE RAM | 128GB ROM

3500 mAh Battery
rOH

Android™ 9 Pie
ready for Android 1 0_'

RRP 47,500
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Vivo Y51s Nokia 2.3
Rs 39,999 Rs:14,900

Vivo Y51s- A New Stunning Samartphone
Smart tech Vivo has got Y51s, a variant with powerful specs has Nokia 2.3 - ANew Entry-level Smartphone

been announced yesterday on the 24th of this month. The specs Tech giant Nokia will unveil 2.3, the upgraded version of the
of the handset look very impressive. The smartphone is expected 2.2. The up-gradation is taught to be not that significant. It is
on 29 of this month. The new Vivo Y51s is powered by the latest an entry-level smartphone with a well-known chipset. The
chipset that is called Snapdragon 662 chipset. This is a powerful internal memory of the Nokia 2.3 is also a good one that will
chipset that runs mid-range handsets. So, you can expect high- allow you to store a lot of data on the smartphone for future
end performance. The coming Vivo Y51s's will be providing its use. The leaked information about the upcoming Nokia's 2.3
users with a high-end connectivity setup which means that they ensures that it will support dual SIM and will be gvallable 0
will have no issues regarding internet speed as it also carries Sand, (_)yan Green, and Chgarcoal color Va”am.s' Tr,]e
. . information leaked about the chipset of the new Nokia 2.3's,

SUISGIRE 17 4XEh Vi (A CEPEXiay G G (I B CREil Ui confirms that it will be powered by the MediaTeka€™s Helio
coming Vivo's Y51s is paired with 8 gigabytes of RAM capacity A22. This chipset will be used in place of 28nm Snapdragon
that will rank the smartphone in the category of high-end 425. This 12 nm Chipset will provide more power to the Nokia
smartphones. The internal storage capacity of the coming Wy sharp 2.3. Different variants of the phone will offer different
smartphone will be massive. Vivo is going to pack the new " 8 ranges of RAM and internal storage. One of the models is
smartphone called Y51s with 128 gigabytes of built-in storage. packed with 2 gigabytes of RAM and Nokia is going to pack
The internal storage capacity of the phone is enough to provide this new upcoming smartphone 2.3 with 16 gigabytes of
room for a huge amount of data. There is no option to increase " internal storage. The next variant will be available in 3
the storage capacity of the Y51s. The rear camera setup will have ] gigabytes of RAM capacity and the internal storage of the
atriple rear camera setup. The main sensor is 48 megapixels, The ) - phone will 32 gigabytes. 2'3. TES Epoll ELBHIEl TICelE el ey
super-wide lens will be 8 megapixels and the Bokeh camera of the offer an upgraded RAM and internal storage Ofth.e phone may
Y51s will be 2 megapixels as well. Both the camera setups front : also become double. The battery of the handset is reduced by
; . 1000 mAh. It means that the new 2.3 will be fueled with a 4000

and back camera w.|th tons offeatures to.take photograp-hy tothe mAh battery. Though the battery is a bit on the lower side, still
next level. The selfie shooter is 8 megapixels The new Vivo sharp you will have enough power to keep the handset on toes. The
Y51s will be running the latest operating system. You will find upgraded 2.3 has got a Dual lens of 13 MP + 2 MP along with
Android 10 out-of-the-box. It will be fueled with a non- an LED flash that is placed just under the alone lens of the
removable Li-Po 5000 mAh battery. This is the battery that phone. The front-facing camera will be 5 megapixels. The 2.3
provides enough backup time to the Y51s by Vivo. The side- by Nokia has no fingerprint reader. As this is an entry-level
mounted fingerprint scanner will enable the smartphone more smartphone so you expect a reasonable price tag. The
secure to use. Samsung and other high-end brands have to come z company is now competitive enough to challenge high-rated
up with something new as the Vivo Y51s launch. go:;npanles like Samsung by bringing smartphones like Nokia

Redmi 9T(6GB) Itel Vision 1
Rs. 33,999

Security:0.2 sec Face Unlock + Fingerprint sensor

48MP Camera:5MP Selfie Camera 1.4 um Big Pixel
Al quad camera /4 RAM/ROM:2GB RAM/ 32GB ROM
6.53" FHD+ | '
Dot Drop display

1.6GHz Octa Core Processor

15.46 cm (6.088) HD+ IPS Waterdrop
Display (2.5D Curved)

18W fast charging

Octa-core CPU Ultra-wide angle
up to 2.0GHz and macro Ianges

Dual speakers

g A25PRO

RRP. 8,499
See better in the dark

It just keeps getting better

STORE YOUR - .

FAVORITE APPS

32+2GB - ==

MEMORY

g (O] - lﬁl

Biometric 13MP Rear 5.71" HD+ Android 9 Pie 3000mAh
Face Unlock 5MP Front Camera with Selfie notch battery

RRP 13,900/ [rrP 14,900 &‘

2 GB RAM | 16 GB ROM 3 GB RAM | 32 GB ROM =) one |
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G'FIVE Huawei Mate 10 Lite

4 N

AT .
4134999 =7

Processor: Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Cortex
-A73 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A53)

5.9 inches, 1080 x 2160 pixels
18:9 Screen ratio (409 ppi density)
Sensors: Fingerprint (rear-mounted)
Accelerometer, Proximity, Compass

(Non-removable Li-lon ),3340 mAh

(SF) U JaIEIA
AT e

5LEISE LI

Poco M3
Rs:27,999

Samsung A8

N
&2, 56,999: =4

POCO M3
Octa-core (2 x 2.2 GHz Cortex

-A73 + 6 x 1.6 GHz Cortex-A53) — 48MP Al triple camera

Stunning Night mode

6000mAh (typ) high charge cycle battery

18W fast charge

6.53" FHD+ Dot Drop display
Dual speakers

Qualcomm® Snapdragon™ 662

11nm energy-efficient processor

()11
AT e

~

BE STYLISH WITH THE NEW QSMART .. I ; “
rLT950 7 ¢ 8,300 =f

1.2 GHZ Dual-Core
/ processor
@ 16GB ROM __ .
16B RAM ' k FWVGA Screen
A 5.0 inches

1950 mAh

| 5MP FRONT e anw 4GB built-in 512MB RAM + 4GB Free
5MP BACK . ol Card4GB Free
{ " . microSD Card (supports up 64GB)

5&1@@@“ 534
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Infinix Note 8
Rs.29,999

Octa-core (2 x 2.0 GHz Cortex
-A75 + 6 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A55)

_ IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
Display 16M Colors, Multitouch
7.0 Inches

Quad Camera: 64 MP, (wide)

, 1/1.73", PDAF + 2 MP,
Camera (macro) + 2 MP, (depth)

+ 2 MP, Quad LED Flash
(Li-Po Non removable), 5200 mAh
Battery - Fast battery charging 18W
32/64GB Built-in, 2/3GB RAM
Memory microSD Card, (supports
up to 256GB)

e 128GB Built-in, 6GB RAM
eatures microSD Card, (supports up to 256GB)

NCW
AVAILABLE
CINFTELEMART

\ G'FIVE
| INFRARED
| THERMOMETER

Redmi Note 9S
Rs:37,999

IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
, 16M Colors, Multitouch6.2 Inches

(Li-Po Non removable)

Infinix Zero 8
Rs. 39,999

) Octa-core (2 x 2.05 GHz Cortex-
LSRR A76 + 6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

; 6.85Inches,IPS LCD
Dlsplay Capacitive Touchscreen,
16M Colors, Multitouch

Quad Camera: 64 MP, (wide),

c 1/1.72", PDAF + 8 MP, (ultrawide),
amera 1/4.0" + 2 MP, /2.4, (macro) +

2 MP, /2.4, (depth), Quad LED Flash

(Li-Po Non removable), 4500 mAh
Battery Standby:upto 26 days
Talktime:upto 36 hours

128GB Built-in, 8GB RAM
Memory microSD Card,
(supports up to 256GB)

Accelerometer, Compass, Face Unlock,
Features Fingerprint (side mounted), Proximity

Ocean 9 Black(2GB)

Redmi Note 9S

POWER
TO
WIN

EIENE

8nm 48MP 6GB Ram

20=

DotDisplay 5020mAh 128GB Rom

&2 8,650 : =f

Quad-core 1.3 GHz
GPU: Mali-400 MP

12.7 cm (5.0)
Sensors : Proximity, G-Sensor
Light Sensor

2500 mAh (Li-ion Battery)

()= el
AT e
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POCO X3
Rs. 41,999

Vivo V20
Rs. 59,999

POCO

POCO X3t

Exactly What You Need

Qualcomm® Snapdragon™ 732G

Up to 2.3GHz, octa-core CPU

120Hz 6.67" FHD+ DotDisplay

' 240Hz touch sampling rate

64MP Al quad camera
20MP in-display front camera

5160mAh (typ) battery
33W fast charge

Huawei P30
Rs:1,24,999

Huawei P30 - Terminator Series!

Once again Huawei surprised with P30 intro which seems
too early but yet sources are claiming that this new phone
is developing and soon it will be available in the market.
So if the give info is correct then Huawei P30 is not too far
from us and soon we will see a smartphone with latest
design which gonna make him different from other
smartphones. Huawei's P30 have to make himself strong
because Samsung has announced a whole series of
smartphones that gonna toughen the competition for this
phone but it seems that as usual Huawei P30's unique
design will beat its rivals and gonna rank in higher class
easily. Mate series of this brand is still in pipeline and yet
they have created hype that Huawei P-series P30
smartphone is on its way too. Display of the phone is 6.1
inch and it is made up of OLED touchscreen which is
capacitive and smooth for scrolling. Huawei has decided
to equip the display of the P30 with FHD resolution and
we will see a 1080 x 2340 display ratio used for display of
this phone. Internal storage of the phone is consist of 128
GB and storage capacity of P30 is expandable with help of
an additional SD card with a capacity of 256 GB SD card.
In today's world camera seems to be strong selling point
for smartphones that's why the new P30 is coming with
triple camera setup on the back and as usual this camera
setup is going to beat everyone in its class due to its Al
technology which is perfect in every way. P30 gonna come
up with single 32 MP lens on the front armed with Bokeh
effect used to blur the background of the focused object.
Artificial Intelligence is also used in front camera of P30 by
Huawei which can easily sense the type of object and it
can use its intelligence to improve the quality of the picture
according to the given scenario. Chip used in Huawei P30
is Kirin 980 which is best chipset yet available.

TECNO CAMON 15

Rs: 22, 499

Tecno Camon 15 - A Budget-friendly Smartphone
Tecno with another mid-range Camon 15, with
outstanding specs and high-end camera. Though the
market is saturated with the mid-range smartphone yet
the company decided to stand out with the Tecno
Camon 15 and its Pro variant. Let's have an eye on the
specs of the smartphone. The coming device will be
powered by MediaTek Helio P35 chipset. The chipset
used in the Tecno's Camon 15 will assist the mid-range
category specs of the smartphone. The phone is
packed with 6 gigabytes of RAM that will be enough to
run the functions of the Tecno Camon 15's smoothly.
The internal storage is also massive as compared to
the other smartphone brands of the same category. The
internal storage of the Camon 15 by Tecno can be
enhanced through the dedicated slot that will carry
support for the MicroSD card. Most of the flagships of
different smart tech are coming with quad-camera setup
but the you will have the same in the Tecno 15. The
main sensor of the rear camera setup will 48
megapixels that is a good thing for a mid-range
smartphone. The selfie shooter of the Tecno Camon's
15 is on the top left corner that is kept in the punch-hole
display setup that has 32 megapixels Pop-up selfie
camera. The remaining three sensors of the rear
camera setup of the new Tecno Camon 15 is still under
the cover. It is fueled with a powerful battery of 4000
mAh capacity. It means you can use the smartphone for
a long period of time as compared to the other
smartphone brands. Camon 15's available in two colors
- Shoal Gold, Fascinating Purple, Jade. If you are
planning to have a Samsung smartphone of the same
category then you have to wait till it launches.

Vivo V20 - The High-end Connectivity Smartphone

Smart tech Vivo has announced V20 which is expected to hit
the market in October, the next that is not far from now. So,
you are going to have some outstanding smartphones from the
company. The new Vivo V20 also has an SE version of the series
that is also expected to be launched on the same day. The
coming handset will be powered by the Qualcomm Snapdragon
720G chipset. The Vivo's V20 with this processor will provide
the user with powerful results. The chipset of the handset will
carry support for 5G connectivity. So the coming Vivo V20's not
going to let you down regarding internet connection. The RAM
capacity of the handset is 8 gigabytes. It will have two variants
with the same capacity of RAM. The internal storage capacity
of the Vivo sharp V20 will be 128/256 gigabytes. The dedicated
slot is unspecified till now. But the internal storage capacity of
the handset is enough that there is no need to embed extra.
The Vivo is going to equip the upcoming smartphone called
V20 with a triple rear camera setup. The main sensor is going
to be 64 megapixels, the high-end sensor that most of the high-
end smartphones are packed with. The V20 has got an 8
megapixels ultra-wide lens with the typical 2 megapixels
depths sensor. The rear camera setup is accomplished with a
dual-LED flash that assists the camera setup of the V20 in dim
light conditions. The front-facing camera is dual that will carry
the main sensor of 44 megapixels with so many intresting
features Like HDR Panorama. The device is fueled with Li-Po
4000 mAh, non-removable battery. The powerful powerhouse
will also carry support for fast charging. The rival of the
Samsung that is Vivo V20 will be embedded with an under-
display fingerprint reader to protect the data

TECNO CAMON 15 PRO

Rs. 27,999

Tecno Camon 15 Pro - Featuring Pop-up Selfie Shooter
Tecno with another smartphone called Camon 15 that
has got a moniker Pro at the end which shows that this
variant will be more powerful and expensive than the
standard variant of the series. Though some of the specs
of the coming Tecno Camon 15 Pro will be the same as
used in the standard variant some specs will make it a
go-to choice for most of the users. The chipset of the
Tecno's Camon 15 Pro will be the same as used in the
standard unit of the series. The MediaTek Helio P35 will
be there to empower the handset. The internal storage is
also on the high-side. The coming Tecno Camon 15's
equipped with 128 gigabytes of massive internal storage
to give the user a cushion to store more data on the
smartphone for a long period. The coming Camon 15 Pro
by Tecno will be featuring a dedicated slot to be used for
the enhancement of the storage capacity of the phone.
The special thing about this upper mid-range
smartphone Tecno 15 Pro is that it will hit the market with
a pop-up selfie shooter which means that you can grab a
handset with high-end features at a reasonable price tag.
The selfie shooter of the Tecno Camon's 15 Pro will be
32 megapixels that will ensure the best results. On the
rear of the smartphone, there is a quad-camera setup
having 48 megapixels primary sensors. The remaining
three lenses of the upcoming Camon 15 Pro are still to
be revealed. It has an Ultra Night Lens lens that can be
used even in dim light conditions. The battery of this
variant is a bit on the lower side as compared to the
standard variant of the series. The new 15 Pro is fueled
with a 4000 mAh battery. A good asset for the market
and a competitor of Samsung.

Apple iPhone 11(128 GB)

Rs:1,73,649

Bod 150.9 x 75.7 x 8.3 mm
oay (5.94 x 2.98 x 0.33 in)

: 6.1 Inches,Liquid Retina
BIEOIEVA  |PS LCD capacitive
touchscreen, 16M colors
12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"
, 1.4um, dual pixel PDAF, OIS

12 MP, f/2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)

Standby:N/A

=l Talk Time:Upto 17h

Music Play:Upto 65h
M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Internal:128GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity
Features | compass, barometer, Siri natural
language commands and dictation
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Telecommunication Authority

L-106

1.8" Inch Display

1200mAh Battery

Wireless FM Radio

Smart Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

L-100

1.8" Inch Display

1200mAh Battery

Wireless FM Radio

Smart Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

L-101

Without Camera

1.8" Inch Display

1200mAh Battery

Wireless FM Radio

Without Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

L-3 PLUS

1.8" Inch Display

L-102

1.8" Inch Display

Without Camera

1.8" Inch Display

1200mAh Battery 1200mAh Battery 3 SIM Support
Wireless FM Radio Wireless FM Radio 1200mAh Battery
Smart Camera Without Camera Wireless FM Radio

Smart Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer
Only Phone Book Call Option

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer
Only Phone Book Call Option

m o

i

Music 100 L-103 Sy L-104

‘Without Camera

Bsuz
1.8" Inch Displ
1200rzj\h Bl:ﬁ: i’ 1.8" Inch Display [® 1.8" Inch Display
¢ et 1200mAh Battery reMOBILE 1200mAh Battery

Wireless FM Radio

Smart Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

Wireless FM Radio

Without Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

Wireless FM Radio

Smart Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

Y S DD IS/ I

L'105 11:00 i251

B
Bsm:

eje@lddyys

Hungama

B
Beu:

® 1.8" Inch Display

2.4" Inch Display 2.4" Inch Display

UO

menioLe 1200mAh Battery ® 1800mAh Battery 3350mAh Battery
Wireless FM Radio MeMOBILE Powerful Big Speaker Powerful Big Speaker
Smart Camera — Wireless FM Radio Wireless FM Radio

Smart Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer
Only Phone Book Call Option

Smart Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

L

Dj Master Power Music Power Music-2

2.4" Inch Display

2.4" Inch Display 2.4" Inch Display

3200mAh Battery 2500mAh Battery 2500mAh Battery
Wireless FM Radio Wireless FM Radio Wireless FM Radio
Powerful Big Speaker Powerful Big Speaker Powerful Big Speaker

Smart Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

Smart Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

Smart Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

Pakistan 1st Online Activation 15 Months Warranty Phone
www.memobile.pk memobilepakistan
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Import Data Smart Phones (Importer Wise)
Importer Name Brand Jan-21
Qty Amt

Multi Traders Apple j -
Future Tech Apple 286 256,171
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD Apple -

CoreTECH Apple 641

A.JTRADING Apple 213|

Azeen International Apple - -
GM TRADERS Apple - -
M/S UNITED TRADERS Apple - -
M/s. ZHANGLI IH LWTZUA Apple - -
Jiwani Traders Apple - -
1.J TRADERS Apple . -
HBM ENTERPRISES Apple - -
ORCHARD INTERNATIONAL Apple 222 84,896
Usra Communication Apple - -
SICCOTEL TRADING Apple 1,400 1,634,688
M/s. NIZAM ELECTRONICS Apple 320 371,515
Hassan Internationl Apple - -
EUROTEL TRADING Apple 796) 905,742
SHAN-E-RAB TRADERS Apple - -
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS Apple - -
ALHAYAT IMPEX Apple - -
M/S MOL PAKISTAN OIL AND GAS CO.B.V Apple - -
M/SS. ). TRADERS Apple - -
PICK N SAVE Apple 160 174,960
Air Link Communication Alcatel 735| 722,840
PICK N SAVE Chinese - -
AL NAFEESA ENTERPRISES Chinese - -
92 TRADERS Chinese - -
CMPAK LIMITED Chinese - -
ROCK MOBILE (PRIVATE) LIMITED Chinese - -
HASSAN INTERNATIONAL Gonex - -
Air Link Communication Huawei - - @
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd Huawei 4,050 400,06 el
Multi Traders Huawei - - \[
CoreTECH Honor - - —
DB Link Private Limited Infinix 12,100 1,072,382
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd Infinix 18,500 1,422,685
M/S. WANGKII Infinix - -
C Right Mobile Infinix 29,000 2,528,254
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED Infinix - -
ROCKVILLE TECHNOLOGIES (PVT) LIMITED Infinix - -
SICCOTEL TRADING Infinix 44,602 3,716,051
M/S.ZENITH ENTERPRISE Infinix 59,486 4,975,241
SKY LINKS COMMUNICATION Infinix 15,000 1,334,174
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED Infinix 279,600 27,819,798
Advance Telecom iTel 17,250 986,595
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD iTel 6,000 320,781
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED iTel - -
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd iTel 19,000 1,092,407
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED iTel 82,000 4,413,284
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED Lenovo - -
Advance Telecom Nokia 287| 45,315
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd Nokia 4,620 453,040
Oppo Mobile Technologies Pakistan (Private) Limited OPPO 15| 1,990
THRIVE MOBILES & ACCESSORIES TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITE OPPO 74,400 15,221,760
ROCK MOBILE (PRIVATE) LIMITED One Plus 840 251,500
Hassan International One Plus - -
SHAN-E-RAB TRADERS One Plus - -
Digicom Trading Pvt Ltd / New Allied Electronics Industries Pvt Ltd Q Mobile 2,550 79,050
Mobile Sales & Distribution Pvt Ltd / Green Tech Samsung - -
Air Link Communication Samsung 46,761 8,559,548
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd Samsung 39,909 7,203,609
SICCOTEL TRADING Samsung - -
Agility Logistics Private Limited Samsung 664 208,81
Samsung Ec Pakistan Pvt Ltd Samsung 59| 30,043
Hassan Internationl Samsung - -
SHAN-E-RAB TRADERS Samsung - -
EUROTEL TRADING Samsung - -
United Mobile Samsung 28,722 4,837,681
JADE E-SERVICES PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED. Samsung - -
Multi Traders / (Blank) Samsung - -
Telenor Pakistan (Pvt) Ltd Telenor - -
M/S United Mobiles TECNO 4,000 381,400
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD TECNO 20,137 1,926,998
MULLER & PHIPPS (PAKISTAN) (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO 19,000 1,816,170
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO 189,445 15,006,013
TELENOR PAKISTAN (PVT.) LIMITED TECNO - -
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO 6,000 574,360
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED TECNO 26| 2,341
PICK N SAVE Motorola - -
Reborn Trading Co Motorola - -
ALHAYAT IMPEX Motorola - -
Vivo Electric (Private) Limited VIVO 586,764 68,363,976
COASTAL JADE TECHNOLOGY (PRIVATE) LIMITED VIVO 6,100 505,661
VMATE (PVT.) LIMITED VgoTel - -
SSH TELECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED VgoTel - -
DAYSTAR TECHNOLOGY (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED Vipro - -
ANTPOWER TECH (PVT.) LTD Realme 19,298 3,006,580
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED Xiaomi 31,750 4,273,380
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD Xiaomi 19,530 2,671,970
BAZZ MOBILE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED Xiaomi - -
CoreTECH Xiaomi 6,980 1,029,274
PHONEZO IMPEX (PRIVATE) LIMITED Xiaomi 17,765 1,958,392
Smartlink Technologies Xiaomi 33,374 4,513,464
Alcatel 735 722,840
Apple 4,038 3,854,649
Chinese - -
Gonex - -
Huawei 4,050 400,061
Honor - -
Infinix 458,288 42,868,584
iTel 124,250 6,813,066
Nokia 4,907 498,355
Oppo 74,415 15,223,750
One Plus 840 251,500
Q Mobile 2,550 79,050
Lenovo - -
Samsung 116,115 20,839,698
Telenor - -
TECNO 238,608 19,707,282
Motorola - -
Vivo 592,864 68,869,637
VgoTel - -
Vipro - -
Realme 19,298 3,006,580
Xiaomi 109,399 14,446,480
ZTE - -
| Total 1,750,357 197,581,533
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra I n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Telecomnminco e el

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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Redmi 9T
POWER UP!

48MP Al camera | 6000mAh batte:

6.53" FHD+ N W 48MP

B op dispiay | _ N\ ' Al quad camera

il @)
! Octa-core CPU Ultra-wide angle
18W fast charging Dual speakers up to 2.0GHz and macro lenses

6000mAh (typ)

high charge cycle battery

—

Qualcomm®
ST A AT — Snapdragon™ 662

AVAILABLE IN

COLORS

(Rs. 25,999 ) ( Rs. 29,999 ) ( Rs. 33,999 )
m

~ [ ]
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-7
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Xiaomi




Y 51 S (s+128cB)

Clear Shot, Swift Play

48MP Rear Camera | 5O000mAhK Battery

* Pictures shown are for reference only. Actual product shall prevail.

@ vivo.com/pk &, 0800 00 111
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