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PM vows strict
action against
those involved
in petrol crisis

After sugar, wheat, LNG, medicines, and now the oil scam, Prime
Minister Imran Khan has vowed strict action against those involved in
petrol crisis after a report on the matter was submitted to the Cabinet
during its meeting.

PM Imran Khan has also formed a three-member committee —
comprising Planning and Development Minister Asad Umar, Human
Rights Minister Shireen Mazari, and Education Minister Shafqat
Mehmood — to review the recommendations of the petrol crisis
report.

The investigation report presented during the Cabinet meeting was
compiled by the Petroleum Commission, with a discussion on the
recommendations held as one of the meeting’s 14-point agendas.

PM Imran Khan said action would be taken against those involved
in the petrol crisis, including companies after would be done once the
recommendations were finalised.

It is great achievement of PTI-led government if it will bring to
justice and fine them because opposition leaders demanding the petrol
crisis inquiry report to be made public. In this regard, PML-N lawmaker
Hina Parvez Butt submitted a resolution in the Punjab Assembly.

After an inquiry commission on the June petroleum crisis released
its report, Maryam Nawaz has laid blame on the government for its
“incompetence, poor decision-making and corrupt practices”.

All multi-billion dollars scams reflecting incompetence, poor
decision-making and looting & plundering the masses to benefit
selected & his cronies.”

Maryam’s comments come afterthe 15-member inquiry commission
on the June petroleum crisis recommended departmental proceedings
against the top hierarchy of the petroleum division, dissolution of the
Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (Ogra) and a halt to the operations
of refinery and oil marketing company Byco.

The commission’s 163-page report also estimated over Rs250
billion worth of oil smuggling from Iran and noted that a wide range
of operations in the oil sector were against law and rules, operating in
vacuum and without any check and balance.
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Soap or oil can be used as a spray to
protect crops

Wheat is the most widely cultivated food crop in Pakistan.
In terms of area, Pakistan is one of the top ten wheat
growing countries in the world. Wheat is an important part
of the diet of Pakistan’s population. The average per capita
daily consumption of food in Pakistan is about 125kg.
The agricultural policy also plays an important role in the
Government of Pakistan’s policies. Wheat accounts for 10%
of the value added to agriculture and 2.2% of GDP.

Aphid is a small light green pear-shaped worm with a double
auricle (groove) in the last part of its abdomen from which it
secretes a juicy liquid, which causes a black mould to grow
on the wheat. The crop can usually withstand a slight or
moderate attack of aphid. It has a biological control- ladybird
beetles, chrysoprase, spiders, syrphid flies and parasitoids
wasps greatly reduce the incidence of aphid. Ladybird
beetles reduce its population by 75 per cent. Infected plants
can be controlled by spraying with high-pressure water
if the infestation is more than a population limit. Soap or
oil can be used as a spray, the best of which can be cured
with a spray of neem and canola oil. Armyworm is also an
example of an insect whose larvae are common on infected
crop leaves. They are also called Lashkari (army) because
they attack crops in the form of groups (Lashkar) like an
army. They also occasionally become an epidemic. It can be
easily controlled by parasitoids that damage larvae and eggs,
or ash powder can be used if its attack is less, which can
significantly reduce its attacks.

Cutworms are called thief worms because their caterpillars
are nocturnal in nature and active at night and cut the stems
of new wheat plants near the soil surface. Its habit is to eat
less- yet it is too cutting and causes more damage. Timely
irrigation and use of ash powder are beneficial in preventing
their growth. Termites are yellowish worms. Its characteristic
is that it builds houses in groups. It is more common in
rainfed areas. Cultivation can be done by poisoning the seeds
and deep ploughing reduces its colonies development.

Muhammad ljaz, Faisalabad

Street crimes

Street crime is a loose term for criminal offences taking
place in public places. Nowadays street crimes are common
in Pakistan. Usually, this occurs in busy business areas and
highways which include pick-pocketing, mobile snatching,
wallet snatching, cars and auto snatching on gun points,
target killing and purse-snatching.

Street crimes affect our neighbourhood and our society. These
crimes are contributing to the destruction of our society, our
cities and our streets.

Nowadays every individual has their own story of mobile
and wallet snatching. Most people have experienced street
crimes but the police take no action against these thieves
and it has become a menace for the citizens. Our lives and
properties are safe nowadays.

The major causes of being thieves and burglars are
unemployment and poverty but there are also some other
factors like lawlessness, fundamentalism, backwardness and
double standard prevailing in the society.

The government should take serious steps to control these
street crimes. For example, sincere steps must be taken to
solve the unemployment, provide education to poor people,
and police authorities need to be more alert in safeguarding
citizen’s life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness to make
Pakistan a peaceful country.

Maheen Jamila, Karachi

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com

Unevenness among learners

I hope to bring more scrutiny towards the behaviour of our
instructors or teachers when they can’t bestow their duration
and importance to their students. Some teachers unfortunately
just indulge in taunting and criticizing students, rather than
inspiring them. If only just two to three students in a grade
get the first position or topper, they only greet and appreciate
them.

What do you think about other students? Don’t they have a
right to appreciation? If any task is held in school, teachers
only greet those students who have gifted talented brain.
Did they perform incredible things on stage in front of other
students? What about other students who are average in
studies? If any student failed in an exam, they insult them in
front of the whole class. What is this behaviour? They can’t
motivate them, support them, and appreciate them.

This behaviour of our teachers relinquishes the confidence
and enthusiasm of students. These students have no strength
to stand among the populace. All students have their abilities
and skills but it takes time for potential to show. Some shine
in school, some come out of their shell in college, and some

do tremendous work in their jobs.

Yarsila Shaikh, Karachi

Unemployment has been a huge
problem

Unemployment has been a huge problem of Pakistan.
Despite all capabilities, quality education and talent, the
youngsters are wandering here and there due to joblessness.
Unfortunately, sourceless and poor never dream of big posts
because there are some elements of the system who love
favouritism.

In Pakistan, getting a government job is comparable to
climbing over the Mount Everest. Additionally, if you are
highly recommended by the ministers then there is no issue
and obstacles for getting any government job. In Sindh, if
you want a job (govt job) then live like a servant and pour the
water cooler of the house of aforesaid ministers.

Ministers always throw cold water to the people for a single
government job of even the 4th scale. Doubtlessly, illiterates
are serving in government departments with the mercy of
ministers. On the other side, the deserving are serving for
a private organisation at a cheap cost. Merit has been an
incomplete dream for Pakistan.

Wahab Khalid, Lahore

Violation of SOPs

I recently visited two renowned shopping malls in Karachi,
and was surprised by the blatant violation of the Covid-19
SOPs. I was taken aback by the sight of people bringing their
children to the malls without even the masks.

While the government is doing its best to curb the spread
of the virus, the people are busy shopping as if there is no
pandemic around. The second wave of Covid-19 is in full
swing, but the people are not ready to follow the SOPs.
The parents should know better what is right and what can
be harmful to their children, but they are the ones who are
happy to violate the SOPs.

One can only hope that they will refrain from going out
unnecessarily lest they might end up becoming super-
spreaders of the virus.

Bakhtawar Rakhshani, Hub

We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,

we are publishing only few selected letters.
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Mo, 1 Maobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan

he Pakistan Citizen Portal has resolved

2.6 complaints from out of 2.7 million re-

ceived in last two years. Pakistan Citizen

Portal is an initiative of Prime Minister
Imran Khan to promptly resolve the complaints of
citizens on priority basis. Citizen Portal started with
the aim to transform the country on pattern of Is-
lamic Welfare State of Madinah encourages people
to lodge their complaints. Portal provides guidance
for registering their complaints. A complainant or
any other person can suggest for make the portal
move effective. The complaints about missing chil-
dren, torture to children and Zainab Alert Bill has
also been attached with the portal for facilitating
the people. It has been included first three apps
among 4,646 App of 87 countries’ service category.

The Pakistanis and foreigners living in Pakistan
and abroad are currently benefiting from the ser-
vices of Pakistan Citizen Portal. In 2018 the num-
ber of Pakistan Citizen Portal’s dashboards was
3,796 that were swelled to 8,913 in 2020. Likewise
the portal’s complaint categories were 473 which
have been swelled to 1,151 in 2020. Only one mo-
bile app was working in 2018, and four different cat-
egories of apps were working in 2020. People could
lodge complaints manually through mobile Apps,
web, ‘open ketchery’. Additionally a help line has
also been established which has been attached with
complaint cell. In last two years different changes
have been made in citizen portal to facilitate the
people. Now the portal has become one of the best
for lodging complaints.

Through this portal the countrymen complaints
can directly reach to higher officers through the
portal. The report about resolution of complaints
is daily sent to Prime Minister. This provides feed-
back to the government and also point volume of
complaints to the government. The portal has so far
received over 2.7 million complaints.

Special dashboards have been established for re-
solving the complaints. In Punjab there are 3,102
dashboards including 161 of federal and 2,941 of
provincial governments. In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
there are 2,331 dashboards including 2,237 of pro-
vincial and 94 of federal government. In federal
government the number of dashboards is 1,516,
provincial government has 32 dashboards, and
1,484 dashboards of federal government. In Sindh
there are 1,229 including 1,174 of provincial gov-
ernment and 55 related to federal government, in
Balochistan, the total number of dashboards are
444 including 428 provincial and 16 federal. In AJK
the total number of dashboards are 174 including
29 of AJK government and 145 related to federal
government. The Gilgit-Baltistan government has
113 dashboards and 4 belong to federal govern-
ment. Thus the total number of dashboards are
8,913, and 6,954 dashboards are of AJK and GB
and dashboards of federal government are 1,959.

According to official sources, total registered
complainants are 2.819 million including 170,000
overseas Pakistanis whereas 11,000 foreigners have
also registered themselves at the portal. Total male
registered in the portal are 2.626 million, which is
87 percent of total registered persons on the portal.
Some 201,000, women have also been registered
on the portal, which is 7 percent of total registered

SOCIAL

| AMNA TALIB

94% complaints
resolved on Pakistan

Today, Pakistan Citizens Portal crossed
3 million mark of public participation.

QOut of

. 591000 confirmed

The Pakistan Citizen Portal has resolved 2.6 complaints
fromoutof2.7millionreceived inlast two years. Pakistan
Citizen Portal is an initiative of Prime Minister Imran

Khan to promptly resolve the complaints of citizens on

priority basis

portal. The age wise details of complainants regis-
tered at portal included up to 20 years age 180,587
which are about 6 percent of total registered per-
sons. Likewise the number of registered persons of
age group 20 to 29 years are 1.364196 million which
is 49 percent of total registered persons; 30 to 39

persons. And 169,000 per-
sons have not shown their
identity. The number of
registered  complainant
from Punjab are 1.696
million, KP 516,000,
Sindh  406,000,Baloch-
istan 39,000, Islamabad

The complaints about missing
children, torture to children
and Zainab Alert Bill has also

been attached with the portal

years are 812,676 which
is 29 percent of total reg-
istered persons; the 30 to
39 age group registered
persons are 29 percent.
Likewise the registered
persons of age group 45 to
49 years old are 286,123

37,000, AJK 29,000 and for facilitating the people. It has which is 10 percent of

GB 1,425 have been reg-
istered with portal. The
10 leading profession-
al groups registered on
portal included students

been included first three apps
among 4,646 App of 87
countries’ service category

total registered persons at
the portal; similarly the
number of 50 to 65 years
old group persons are
134,351 which are five

203,959, businessmen
118,789, engineers 82,200, civil servants 60,066,
teachers 53,703, social workers 53,479, corporate
sector 32,638, forces 23,483, medical professionals
14,619 and lawyers 12,768 have been registered at

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

percent of total registered

persons; and 22,000 persons registered are belong

to age group of over 65 years old, which is only one
percent of total registered persons.

Some 122,522 bachelor degree holders are reg-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

istered at the portal; 135,792 registered persons
have master degrees, while 37,488 registered per-
sons have MS, master degrees and PhD. Similarly
the number of post doctors are 1,852. As many as
132,000 minority community members have also
been registered at the portal. The number of reg-
istered overseas Pakistanis is 170,000 including
41,939 from UAE, 37,311 Saudi Arabia, 13,614
UK, 5,876 USA, 4,657 Qatar, 4,591 from Australia,
4,232 Canada, 4,205 Oman, 3,516 Malaysia, 3,075
from Italy, 2,758 Kuwait, 2,655 from Bahrain and
2,538 overseas Pakistan residing in China have reg-
istered themselves on Portal.

Some 2.7 million complaints have so far been re-
ceived on Citizen Portal. Of which 2.6 million have
been resolved. The ratio of complaint resolution is
94 percent. Some 1.272 million complaints from
out of 1.341601 complaints received from federal
capital have been resolved. Likewise 945,784 com-
plaints received from Punjab. Of which 892,638 have
been resolved. The ratio of resolving complaints is
94 percent. As many as 262,917 complaints were
received from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Out of which
249,399 have been resolved and the ratio of resolving
complaints remained 95 percent. m
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akistan achieves another milestone on

the diplomatic front after it Pakistan has

been unanimously elected as President of

the Assembly of Parties and Chair of the
Standing Committee of International Development
Law Organization (IDLO) for a term of three years
2021-2023. The position was vacated by the United
States following the completion of their three-year
term. Pakistan Ambassador to Italy and Permanent
Representative to FAO, WFP and IFAD, Johar Sal-
eem, will be serving on the dual leadership positions
on behalf of Pakistan.

The elections were held at the Annual Confer-
ence of the Assembly of Parties of IDLO. United
States was elected as the Vice President along with
Italy.

With its headquarters in Rome, IDLO is the only
international inter-governmental organization de-
voted for promotion of rule of law and rights based
development in the world. It was established in 1988
and has 37 member countries, with experience of
working with more than 90 countries and legal sys-
tems.

With a specific mandate to ensure access to jus-
tice, rule of law and protection of human rights,
IDLO has made significant contribution in strength-
ening legal institutions and frameworks around the
world, helping create a culture of justice. Besides
pursuing its role towards achieving Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG)s, focusing on SDG 16,
“Peace, Justice & Strong Institutions,” IDLO is
working with many governments and international
organizations on important subjects of sustainable
economic development, climate change and global
health and food security.

It is for the first time that Pakistan has attained
a leadership role in IDLO, which has, over the
years, expanded both its scope and vision. Paki-
stan launched its candidacy under the leadership of
Ambassador Johar Saleem, who extensively cam-
paigned and projected Pakistan’s firm commitment
to rule of law, access to justice, transparency and
sustainable development.

The elections were held at
the Annual Conference of the
Assembly of Parties of IDLO.
United States was elected as

the Vice President along
with Italy

In his acceptance speech on the occasion, Am-
bassador Saleem thanked all the member countries
for their support and vowed to work together for the
shared goals of promoting justice and development
in the world. Highlighting Prime Minister Imran
Khan'’s vision and agenda of combating corruption,
enhancing transparency and ensuring accountabil-
ity, he noted that a two pronged strategy was re-
quired to address the formidable challenge. On the
one hand the national criminal justice institutions
and watchdogs needed to be strengthened by pro-
viding more resources and enhancing capacity, on
the other, it needed to be ensured through greater
international cooperation that ill-gotten or unidenti-
fied wealth could not be parked in other countries or
off-shore havens, beyond the reach of national au-
thorities. He emphasized over the need for greater
focus on ensuring that the national resources of de-
veloping countries could only be used for betterment
of their wider populations. Ambassador Saleem un-
derlined that rooting out corruption could not only
help ensure rule of law and equal rights, but also
help to achieve sustainable development.

The participants of a thematic webinar in the
wake of the elections, including Head of UNDP,
President of ECOSOC, Ombudsman of Afghani-
stan, Justice Minister of Somalia and Director Gen-
eral IDLO echoed these sentiments.

Pakistan has been a member of IDLO since 2015
and earlier served on Standing Committee and the
Audit and Finance Committee as a member.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

First time Pakistan

elects President of
IDI.O

With its headquarters in Rome, IDLO is the only

international

inter-governmental

organization

devoted for promotion of rule of law and rights based
developmentin the world. It was established in 1988 and
has 37 member countries, with experience of working
with more than 90 countries and legal systems

On the heels of Pakistan’s elections as President
ECOSOC and Member of Human Rights Council,
Pakistan’s election as the President of IDLO reflects
the growing trust of international community in the
country’s democratic process and potential for lead-
ership in important areas of international coopera-
tion.

Pakistan would commence its Presidency in Jan-
uary 2021, with United States and Italy serving as
Vice Presidents.

Pakistan secured 169/193 votes during elections
held at UN General Assembly. Pakistan’s Foreign
Minister, Shah Mahmood Qureshi, was full of re-
newed vigour for the country’s rising trajectory in
recent times.

He had maintained his stance since HRC'’s estab-
lishment in 2006. This was the fifth time Pakistan
had been elected to the premier UN body on human
rights.

The Foreign Minister added: “Our re-election is
a manifestation of the international community’s

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

confidence and trust in Pakistan’s commitment to a
progressive national and global human rights agen-
da”.

Highlighting Prime Minister Imran Khan’s vi-
sion and agenda of combating corruption, enhanc-
ing transparency and ensuring accountability, he
noted that a two-pronged strategy was required to
address the formidable challenge.

Ambassador Saleem underlined that rooting out
corruption could not only help ensure rule of law
and equal rights but also help to achieve sustainable
development.

Pakistan has been a member of IDLO since
2015 and earlier served on the Standing Committee
and the Audit and Finance Committee as a member.

IDLO, which is headquartered in Rome, is the
only international inter-governmental organization
devoted to the promotion of rule of law and rights-
based development in the world.

Pakistan becomes president of IDLO for the first
time. m
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nited States of America (USA) re-
mained the top export destinations of
the Pakistani products during the first
four months of financial year (2020-21),
followed by United Kingdom (UK) and Germany.

Total exports to the USA during July-Octo-
ber (2020-21) were recorded at $1461.063 million
against the exports of $1428.525 million during
July-October (2019-20), showing growth of 2.27
percent, according to State Bank of Pakistan (SBP).

This was followed by UK, wherein Pakistan
exported goods worth $602.367 million against the
exports of $580.674 million last year, showing in-
crease of 3.73 percent.

Germany was the at third top export desti-
nation, where Pakistan exported products worth
$493.735 million during the months under review
against the exports of $445.968 million during last
year, showing growth of 10.71 percent, SBP data
revealed.

Among other countries, Pakistani exports to
China stood at $462.268 million against $586.363
million during last year, showing decrease of 21.16
percent while the exports UAE to were recorded at
$449.642 million against $534.027 million last year,
the data revealed.

During July-October (2020-21), the exports to
Holland were recorded at $313.048 million against
$344.662 million whereas the exports to Afghani-
stan stood at $269.463 million against $339.033
million.

Pakistan’s exports to Italy were recorded at
230.179 million against the exports of $266.939
million while the exports to Spain were recorded at
$219.990 million against $311.168 million last year.
The exports to Bangladesh stood at $169.715 mil-
lion against $248.377 million.

Similarly, the exports to France during the
months under review were recorded at $137.575

= 1'i$= .

million against $152.384 million while the exports
to Saudi Arabia stood at $142.579 million against
$165.459 million.

Pakistan’s exports to Turkey were recorded at
$80.536 million during the current year compared
to $101.167 million last year whereas the exports
to Canada stood at $90.032 million against $93.540
million, to Poland $ 88.742 million against $89.023
million whereas the exports to Australia stood at
$77.237 million during the current year against
$66.712 million during last year.

Overall Pakistan’s exports to other countries
witnessed decline of 10.32 percent in first four
months, from $ 8.173 billion to $ 7.332 billion, the
SBP data revealed.

On the other hand, British Deputy High Com-
missioner, Mike Nithariankis said there are vast
trade and investment opportunities in Pakistan
especially in this mega city which is international
economic center , and UK mission here is making
every possible effort to further promote the eco-
nomic cooperation between both countries includ-
ing boost to trade and investment.

“My job is to bring more British people to see
enormous trade and investment opportunities in
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USA, UK & Germany

are major importers
of Pakistani products

Total exports to the USA durmg July October (2020-21)
were recorded at $1461.063 million against the exports
of $1428.525 million during July-October (2019-20),
showing growth of 2.27 percent, according to SBP

Pakistan. Here is peace, security and better business
environment,” he reaffirmed while addressing to an
assembly of aspirants of qualifying Civil Superior
Services (CSS) in an historical Frere Community
Hall; built in 1865 by then Commissioner Karachi
Richard Frere. The event was hosted by Commis-
sioner Karachi Iftikhar Ali Shahlwani. British Dep-
uty High Commissioner, spoke of the strong eco-
nomic relationship between the two countries.

He said 150 popular British companies like Uni-
lever and GSK pharmaceutical company were suc-
cessfully operating in Pakistan since long; majority
of these were in Karachi. However , he continued,
there was big potential for foreign investment in
various sectors of Pakistan mainly in agriculture,
manufacturing and pharmaceuticals.

This was followed by UK,
wherein Pakistan exported
goods worth $602.367 million
against the exports of $580.674
million last year, showing
increase of 3.73 percent

These could boost Pakistan’s exports. But, there
was also need for improving the supply-chain, stor-
age and processing facilities.

“There was big demand for Pakistan’s fruits and
vegetables as well,” he mentioned. He said Pakistan
needed to diversify its products and focus on new
and non-traditional sectors, along with expansion
and modernization of the existing manufacturing
facilities to compete and get good trade share in in-
ternational market.

United Kingdom had also helped Pakistan in di-
versifying Pakistan’s export goods and job creation.
It was a major trade partner of Pakistan. Besides
fruits and vegetable , it was big buyer of Pakistan’s
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textile products. He said there was need to further
strengthen economic cooperation between British
and Pakistan.

Pakistanis were a vibrant nation ; with 70 per-
cent population under the age of 50 years. Around
1.6 million people of Pakistani origin were contrib-
uting in United Kingdom’s economy.

To a question, he said , after departure from Eu-
ropean Union, United Kingdom would be in better
position to directly discus and engage in trade and
investment in Pakistan. As the British Mission in
Karachi had mandate cover Sindh and Balochistan
provinces , he along with his team was well-engaged
with the two provincial governments and business
communities besides the society in general to fur-
ther promote economic cooperation and social ties
between the two countries over last two years of his
posting in Karachi.

“I had many evenings and week-ends with Ka-
rachiites until outbreak of COVID-19,” he said
hoping these interactive sessions would be restored
soon. Karachi had a large diversified population
and muti-racial culture, it was economic hub of
Pakistan. This city had great potential to grow. It
has two sea-ports and supported by another main
international port of Gwadar. Besides, regional and
international economic and trade bodies like Islam-
ic Chamber of Commerce and Industry was based
in Karachi. Pakistan had rich Islamic culture.

He acknowledged that the people of Karachi
were very resilient and also survived COVID-19
shocks. In the COVID situation in Karachi, besides
civil service the private sector did well. He also
praised Commissioner Karachi Iftikhar Ali Shahl-
wani’s services for the city.

He highlighted that British and Pakistan had
strong economic relationship and cooperation in
other sectors also which included education and
human resource development. Earlier to this as-
signment, he worked as Trade Commissioner in
Pakistan and had developed strong rapport with
latter’s Foreign and Commerce Ministries to fur-
thering the bilateral trade. =
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Mo, 1 Maobile Phone Selling Brand in Pakistan

ederal Board of
Revenue (FBR)
has decided to
take punitive
measures against corpo-
rate entities for not filing

ECONOMY | FLAREREPORT | |

FBR gets data of

FBR’s radar for nonpay-
ment of taxes. According
to the SAPM, only 45,000
companies of a total of
100,000 were filing re-
turns. For companies, the

([ ]
income tax returns. It said I I l O b 11 e I I O I I e u S e r S tO method employed by the
that over 100,000 compa- FBR wuses the ‘Track &

nies are registered with
Securities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan
(SECP) but above 50,000
are not filing returns. Un-
der Section 114 of the
Income Tax Ordinance,
2001 it is mandatory for
every registered company
to file income tax return.

The FBR has identi-
fied different segments of
persons/companies who
are required to file income
tax returns but are not
making compliance with
tax laws. “Such people
will be brought in the tax
net to reduce the burden
of honest taxpayers,” the
FBR said.

The FBR detected that
one million filers claiming
to have non-taxable in-
come but evidence to the
contrary exists with the
main database.

The FBR has also
identified 7.4 million peo-
ple who despite under-
taking millions of rupees
worth of transactions and
paid withholding taxes
have not registered as tax e
filers. This information
was shared by the Special
Assistant to Prime Minis-
ter (SAPM) on Revenues,
Dr. Wagar Masood to me-
dia.

Dr. Masood said:
“The FBR identified
250,000 individuals out
of one million filers who
claimed absolutely no in-
come but were found to
have paid Rs. 20 billion in
withholding taxes”.

He added that the
FBR had selected 70,000

bring into tax net

The FBR also received data of 100 million subscribers
from cellular mobile companies. The SAPM noted that
converting such databases to taxability is challenging
for which technology will be used

Trace System’ to improve
tax collection, which will
be used for sectors like
sugar, cement, fertilizer,
tobacco and beverages.

Recently, Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR)
under the guidance of
Special Assistant to Prime
Minister on Revenue Dr.
Abdul Hafeez Shaikh has
signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
with the National Data-
base and Registration Au-
thority (NADRA). This
would allow real-time
verification of CNICs and
associated details.

FBR was of the view
that that integrating NA-
DRA and FBR systems
will improve the deliv-
ery of quality services to
taxpayers by FBR. This
is because it will help to
automatically include the
data of tax refunds in the
withholding  statements
and tax returns. The pro-
cess will save time spent
in compliance of rules and
ease of doing business will
also be promoted.

FBR further said that
at this stage, linking the
data with each other will
pave the way for further
integration of the FBR
system with other agen-
cies. This facility will cre-
ate ample opportunities
to identify people who are
out of the tax net or hiding
their income and assets.

On the other hand,
FBR held pre-bidding
conference for the grant of

biggest asset holders after

excluding salaried persons and served them “polite
tax notices”. The SAPM also remarked that with
the increased incorporation of technology, it will
become impossible to evade taxation.

The FBR has divided the database of 6.4 mil-
lion National Tax Number (NTN) holders into four
to five classes. It appeared that less than half (2.7
million) of the total were filing returns, while 3.7
million were not filing their returns. The SAPM dis-
closed that the majority of these 3.7 million people
have not been filing returns for the last five years.

The lifestyle of these non-filers had been ana-
lyzed for the last three years, which brought into
view that they have paid more than Rs. 100 billion
in withholding taxes, indicating significant transac-
tions.

Ruling out the possibility of an extension in the
tax returns filing deadline, the SAPM said that the
FBR would come up with a policy for the non-filers
after the expiry of the due date for the filing of re-
turns on 8§ December 2020.

The FBR also acquired data from land develop-
ment authorities like the CDA, the LDA, the KDA
and others, and built a database of 8.9 million peo-
ple of which approximately 1.5 million filers were
excluded because they had filed their returns on av-
erage in the last three years.
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The FBR also received data of 100 million
subscribers from cellular mobile companies. The
SAPM noted that converting such databases to tax-
ability is challenging for which technology will be
used.

One of the achievements of this pursuit is the
development of the Tax-Ray on the IRIS by the
FBR website where anyone can see what kind of
information the FBR possesses against each Paki-

Special Assistant to Prime
Minister (SAPM) on Revenues,
Dr. Wagar Masood remarked
that with the increased incor-
poration of technology, it will
become impossible to evade
taxation

stani citizen. For calculation purposes, if 250,000
non-filers are paying Rs. 20 billion in withholding
taxes, it indicates that their transactions were val-
ued at over Rs. 200 billion.

Both individuals and companies are on the
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five year license for Track
and Trace System of spec-
ified goods at FBR Headquarters.

The FBR held the conference for Information
Technology (IT) - based solution for electronic
monitoring (Track and Trace System) of specified
goods i.e. Tobacco, Cement, Sugar and Fertilizer,
said a press release issued by FBR here.

The conference was attended by 40 partici-
pants. Dr. Muhammad Ashfaq Ahmed, Member
(IR-Operation) and Tariq Hussain Shaikh, Project
Director, (Track and Trace System) conducted the
conference and explained the functions, features
and purpose of implementing the Track and Trace
System in Pakistan, which includes minimum hu-
man interface, preventing leakage of revenue, un-
der reporting sales of specified goods and to ensure
proper payment of duty/ taxes.

The participants showed their interest in the
project and asked relevant questions.

The FBR team responded all queries in pro-
fessional manner to the satisfaction of the partici-
pants, which gave more clarity and understanding
about the implementation and operationalization
of the Track and Trace System.

The FBR team further clarified that last date of
the bids is December 19 which cannot be extended,
as the Track and Trace System has been planned to
be rolled out by June 30, 2021. m
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PTA introduces

he Pakistan Tele-

communication

Authority (PTA)

has notified the
‘Critical Telecom Data
and Infrastructure Security
Regulations, 2020’ aimed
at ensuring the security of
critical data and infrastruc-
ture related to the telecom
sector. Critical data and in-
frastructure will be identi-
fied and designated by the
PTA’s licensee to ensure
cybersecurity. Automated
network monitoring sys-
tems will be installed by
the licensee to detect unau-
thorized or malicious us-
ers, connections, devices,
and software with preven-
tive actions.

The PTA may also
issue guidelines or speci-
fications for deployment,
operations, management,
and access to information
and logs of the monitoring
systems.

The Critical Telecom
Infrastructure (CTI) will
be monitored to identify
and prevent eavesdrop-
ping, unauthorized access,
and cyber threats.

The PTA has devised
the regulations to exercise
its powers conferred via
Clause (0) of sub-section
(2) of Section 5 of the
Pakistan Telecommunica-
tion (Reorganization) Act,
1996 (XVII of 1996).

Regulations will apply
to all the PTA licensees
for the security of critical
telecom data and critical
telecom infrastructure in
accordance with the pro-
cedures specified in these
regulations.

According to the reg-
ulations, the licensees
will constitute a steering
committee comprising
high-level representation
from key operational areas
to govern and ensure the
implementation of cyber-
security initiatives.

Keeping in view the
requirements of these reg-
ulations, necessary policies

Secur

l'r‘

and Infrastructure
ity Regulations

| W

(Critical data and infrastructure will be identified

and designated by the PTA’s licensee to ensure
cybersecurity. Automated network monitoring systems
will be installed by the licensee to detect unauthorized
or malicious users, connections, devices, and software

with preventive actions

failures and other disrup-
tions caused by failures
in the supporting utilities.
Power and telecommuni-
cation cabling for the CTI
should be protected from

Critical Telecom Data=z:

The maintenance of
the equipment at the se-
cure areas will be properly
carried out by the licensee
for its availability and in-
tegrity. Appropriate pro-
tection will be provided
by the licensee at the se-
cure areas for unattended
equipment to safeguard it
against unauthorized ac-

S cess.

Assets pertaining to the
CTI should not be taken
1 off-site without proper au-
-# thorization, and appropri-
ate security measures will
& be provided by the licensee
= to off-site CTI assets while
% . kg taking into account the

LN risks outside the licensee’s
A premises. A clear desk pol-
icy for papers and remov-
able storage media and
a clear screen policy for
critical data processing fa-
cilities will be adopted by
the licensee. The licensee
will ensure that the event
logs for users’ activities,
exceptions, faults, and
cybersecurity  incidents
are produced, stored, and
regularly reviewed to iden-
tify and mitigate security
threats and incidents. The
CTI will also be protect-
ed against malware by
the licensee. Automated
malware protection will be
provided by the licensee to
identify and eliminate ma-
licious software activity. A
policy will be formulated
and enforced by the licens-
ee to prohibit the use of
unlicensed and unautho-
rized software, along with
the development and im-
plementation of a vulner-
ability management plan.

For the systems and
software being used by the
licensee, the exploitation
of related technical vulner-

will be defined, approved,

and communicated by the

licensee to its employees and other stakeholders like
partners, contractors, and any other entities that have
an interface with its telecom data or infrastructure
to ensure compliance with these regulations. The
policies mentioned will be regularly reviewed by the
licensee at planned intervals or upon any significant
change or event. The roles and responsibilities for
cybersecurity will be clearly defined and allocated
by the licensee who will also maintain appropriate
contact with relevant stakeholders to ensure cyber-
security.

Employees and contractors will be contractually
bound by the licensee to relevant cybersecurity re-
quirements with a formal and communicated disci-
plinary process for compliance. To ensure the proper
implementation of security measures, employees
and relevant contractors or partners will be informed
by the licensee of the security policies and require-
ments through awareness sessions, education, and
trainings. Where applicable, the licensee will also
inform its customers or subscribers of cybersecurity
to safeguard them against security threats and inci-
dents. Furthermore, physical security for secure areas
should be designed and implemented by the licensee,
including the definition of the security perimeters for
secure areas. The physical access to assets at secure
areas will be managed and protected by the licens-
ee, and only authorized personnel will be provided
access to secure areas. The licensee will ensure that
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access points where unauthorized persons can enter
a secure area are be controlled, and if possible, iso-
lated from the CTI. A physical log book or electronic
audit trail will be maintained and monitored by the
licensee for the personnel accessing the secure areas.
The physical environment of the secure areas will
be monitored or surveilled by the licensee to prevent
and respond to a cybersecurity incident.

The PTA has devised the
regulations to exercise its
powers conferred via Clause
(0) of sub-section (2) of Section
o of the Pakistan Telecommu-
nication (Reorganization) Act,

1996 (XVII of 1996)

Procedures for working in secure areas will be de-
signed and implemented to safeguard against cyber-
security incidents. Physical protection against natu-
ral disasters, hazards, malicious attacks, or accidents
will be designed and applied by the licensee for the
secure areas.

The secure areas should be protected from power
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abilities will be avoided by

obtaining their informa-
tion on time and by taking appropriate measures to
address the associated risks. A formal policy will be
formulated and enforced by the licensee to protect
against risks that are associated with the data and
software obtained from external networks or other
media. The licensee should also prepare an appropri-
ate business continuity plan for recovery from mal-
ware attacks, including necessary data or software
backup and recovery arrangements. Privacy will be
ensured for the critical telecom data stored by the
licensee, and it will only be used for the purpose for
which it was obtained from customers.

Data will be protected from unauthorized disclo-
sure, modification, loss, and destruction. Licensed
data retention timeframes will be observed, and
where required, clarity will be sought from the au-
thority for the retention timeframe of any data for
which a retention timeframe is not mentioned in the
license. The licensee should only use vendor-sup-
ported software versions for systems and applica-
tions that store critical data. A Computer Emergency
Response Team (CERT) will be established by the
licensee to ensure a quick, effective, and orderly re-
sponse to cybersecurity incidents.

The CERT should be capable of planning, detec-
tion, initiation, response, recovery, and post-incident
analysis while having well-defined functions and
communicated processes in place that should be test-
ed periodically. m
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FECC approved Mobile Device Manufacturing and Electric Vehicles Policy (02-03

ECONOMY |

FLARE REPORT

:

wheelers and HCVs) presented by the Ministry of Industries and Production. The
forum approved removal of withholding tax of 4% on manufacturing to retailers of
locally manufactured phones to incentivize the sector.

he Economic Coordination Committee

(ECC) approved different policies per-

taining to Mobile Device Manufacturing,

Electric Vehicles, New Re-lending-2020 in
addition to removal of 4 percent tax on locally man-
ufactured phones and issuance of offshore Pakistan
Rupee-linked Bonds to the International Finance
Corporation (IFC). The ECC meeting was chaired
by Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Dr.
Abdul Hafeez Sheikh, according to press statement
issued by the Finance Ministry. “The ECC approved
Mobile Device Manufacturing and Electric Vehicles
Policy (02-03 wheelers and HCVs) presented by the
Ministry of Industries and Production,” it said. Af-
ter due deliberation, the forum approved removal of
withholding tax of 4% on manufacturing to retailers
of locally manufactured phones to incentivize the
sector. Moreover, removal of Sales Tax on locally
manufactured phones was also approved in prin-
ciple and modalities would be worked out in con-
sultation with the Finance Division. The ECC also
approved various technical supplementary grants
(TSP) including Rs.219.300 million for the opera-
tionalization of the newly established Isolation Hos-
pital and Infections Treatment Centre, Islamabad;
and Rs.305.462 million to payoff Pakistan’s annual
contribution to World Health Organization (WHO).
The committee also approved Rs.106.775 million
TSP for the ICT Administration for various projects;
Rs.706.82 million for FATA, temporary displaced
persons, Emergency Recovery Project, NADRA,;
Rs.278.091 million for Annual Contribution of Pa-
kistan to UNFA, PPD & IPPF-FPAP for FY-2018-
19, 2019-20 & 2020-21; and Rs.53.10 million for
procurement of medical equipment, machinery and
medicines to combat COVID-19. On the occasion,
the Finance Secretary briefed the forum about ratio-
nalization of subsidies (phase-I) whereas a detailed
presentation was given by SAPM on Revenue focus-
ing on Electricity, Food and National Savings during
the first phase.

The Chair appreciated the detailed plan for ra-
tionalization of subsidies, its various components
and directed to present a comprehensive summary
with concrete proposals suggesting a way forward
before ECC. Priority berthing for wheat and sugar
imports was also discussed during the meeting. Min-
ister for Maritime Affairs updated the forum about
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latest position of wheat vessels and operations of
Karachi Port Trust (KPT) and Port Qasim Author-
ity (PQA) accordingly. The Chair directed that the
Logistic Committee of the ECC would be chaired by
the Minister for Maritime Affairs to work out SOPs
ensuring all stakeholders including private sector are
on-board with reference to priority berthing.

Ministry of National Food Security and Re-
search presented a summary for provision of ad-
ditional quantities of wheat to the Government of
AJ&K and Utility Stores Corporation.

The Chair directed to provide first load of the
additional quantities to both AJ&K and USC on
priority as an interim arrangement to ensure smooth
supply of wheat across the country. The detailed pro-
posal would be discussed in the next ECC meeting.
The ECC approved the new re-lending policy 2020
presented by Economic Affairs Division.

Other terms and stipulations,
including with respect to
recovery of commitment fee
as in the policy in vogue, will
continue to apply

The new re-lending policy will reflect the changes
in the borrowing cost of the government, take into
account variation in the exchange rate and pass on
actual rates to the borrower for transparency.

Other terms and stipulations, including with re-
spect to recovery of commitment fee as in the policy
in vogue, will continue to apply.

The ECC also accorded approval for issuance of
offshore Pakistan Rupee (PKR) linked Bonds to the
International Finance Corporation (IFC).

This will help in availability of financing to pri-
ority sectors, promote private sector investments and
bring foreign exchange liquidity in domestic foreign
exchange market in the post-COVID-19 scenario.
The Karachi Transformation Plan was postponed
to the next ECC meeting. Among others, the meet-
ing was attended by Minister for Interior Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed, Minister for Industries and Produc-
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tion Hammad Azhar, Minister for Economic Affairs
Khusro Bakhtiar, Adviser to the Prime Minister on
Commerce Abdul Razak Dawood, Adviser to the
PM on Institutional Reforms and Austerity Ishrat
Hussain, Speacial Assistant to PM (SAPM) on Rev-
enue Dr. Waqar Masood, SAPM on Petroleum Na-
deem Babar, Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs
Ali Haider Zaidi, SAPM on Poverty Alleviation and
Social Safety Dr. Sania Nishtar, SAPM on Energy
Tabish Gauhar, Federal Minister for Privatization
Muhammad Mian Soomro and Federal Minister for
Energy Omar Ayub Khan. Governor State Bank of
Pakistan Dr. Reza Bagir joined the meeting through
video link, the statement added. It is pertaining to
mention here that the tax payments and fees on
mobile consumers and operators in Pakistan are
among the highest in developing Asia, said a report
recently issued by the international GSM Associa-
tion (GSMA).

The report titled ‘Pakistan: progressing towards
a fully-fledged digital economy’, outlined that with
a growing population, and mobile phones being at
the center of the public and private sectors’ efforts
of gearing the economy towards its economic po-
tential, Pakistan needs to “simplify access and digi-
tal connectivity, and reduce the coverage gap”.

The importance of the mobile sector to Pakistan
is significant and growing. It is a vital contributor to
the economy and is redefining the way individuals,
businesses and state bodies function and interact.

With decelerating Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) growth compounded by a rising population,
the jobs, taxes and productivity gains generated by
the digital ecosystem will be pivotal to support-
ing the health of Pakistan’s economy and society
moving forward, the report said. Pakistan’s mobile
market has experienced rapid development since
the turn of the century; however, the pervasion and
widespread consumption of advanced technology
and resulting digital services have yet to fully ma-
terialize.

The consumers face sector-specific taxes that
apply to devices, SIM cards, and usage charges,
which limit investment, affordability, and overall
mobile internet usage. These taxes are particularly
likely to affect poorer consumers as mobile broad-
band services become too expensive, which in turn
can widen the digital divide and cause exclusion. =
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Airlink Communication opens
its Samsung’s new outlet at

Packages

M_all

5 Y

The event was attended by the Chair

man Airlink Aslam H. Pifacha,

CEO Airlink,

Muzzaffar H. Piracha, Head of Mobile phones Samsung Mr Umer Ghumman, GM
Sales Airlink Mr Mian Irfan,Head of Retail Shafqut Rasool, Mr Saad Samsung KAM
& Mr Waqgas Samsung OR Manager

irlink Communication opened its Sam-

sung’s new outlet at Packages Mall, La-

hore. A store provides complete range

of Samsung products and guidance to
its customers and enables them to choose the right
product and make an educated purchase.

The event was attended by the Chairman Airlink
Aslam H. Piracha, CEO Airlink, Muzzaffar H. Pi-
racha, Head of Mobile phones Samsung Mr Umer
Ghumman, GM Sales Airlink Mr Mian Irfan,Head
of Retail Shafqut Rasool, Mr Saad Samsung KAM
& Mr Wagqas Samsung OR Manager.

Airlink is committed to providing great experi-
ence to its customers and is looking forward to ex-
panding nationwide for providing an international
level of an experience to its customers.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Samsung’s Premium Outlet will offer customers
the chance to purchase their choice of class-leading
& innovative Samsung products from a wide array

Airlink is committed to
providing great experience to
its customers and is looking
forward to expanding
nationwide for providing an
international level of an
experience to its customers
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of categories of mobile devices and accessories.

Customers will also be able to explore the newly
launched generation of Galaxy mobile devices at the
outlet. Customers can visit the Samsung Premium
Outlet for a hands-on experience of all latest Gal-
axy phones. The Samsung Premium Outlet will al-
low customers in Lahore to shop Samsung products
with complete peace of mind and benefit from the
expertise of Samsung’s experienced customer rep-
resentatives to make the best choice for their needs.

Located at Packages Mall, the newly inaugu-
rated Samsung Premium Outlet will offer official
Samsung products directly to the consumers, en-
abling patrons to avail benefits such as warranties
and genuine accessories for their products all under
one roof. m
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ivo, the leading global smartphone

brand has announced the availability of

s } the Limited Edition Moonlight Sonata

color for its flagship V20 Smartphone in
Pakistan.

vivo V20’s cutting edge camera setup has a

powerful and intelligent Autofocus capability

that unlocks a whole new world of wonders for

selfie lovers. The industry leading 44MP eye

autofocus feature that capture the life of each
moment with utmost ease and stability.

/ v20

Pl dpilakdes o
Moonlight Sonata

hER i @

V20 is also slim and lightweight device that
flaunts 7.38mm ultra sleek AG glass to comple-
ment the fast-paced lifestyles of young users.
The smartphone comes with a 64MP extraor-
dinary rear camera with super night mode that
delivers high definition quality and clarity in
every shot even after vigorous zooming.

The vivo V20 is built as both a design ac-
cessory and a powerful computing tool for
fast-moving users. It has a few features thought-
fully incorporated to keep the users engaged
and entertained in the ever-changing environ-
ment.

Powered by the Qualcomm Snapdragon
720G processor, vivo V20 delivers smooth per-
formance for applications and games with vast
8GB RAM and 128GB ROM. Moreover, the
Funtouch OS 11 (based on Android 11) fea-
tures minimalist aesthetic for smoother user
interaction.

It is backed by a 4,000mAh battery with
33W FlashCharge that can replenish the bat-
tery to 65% with lightning speed in just 30 min-
utes. With the strong battery and flash charge
support, users can have a more convenient mo-
bile experience and record themselves in vari-
ous scenarios

d in Pakistan

vivo launches Limited
lkdition Moonlight
Sonata color for

V20 Smartphone in
Pakistan

vivo V20’s cutting edge camera setup has a powerful and
intelligent Autofocus capability thatunlocks a whole new
world of wonders for selfie lovers. The industry leading
44MP eye autofocus feature that capture the life of each
moment with utmost ease and stability.

The new Limited Edition
Moonlight Sonata color is as
pristine as full moonlight
cascading on a serene ocean,
guiding you to the innermost
sanctuary of your heart

The new Limited Edition Moonlight Sonata
color is as pristine as full moonlight cascading
on a serene ocean, guiding you to the inner-
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most sanctuary of your heart.

The pricing for this edition is also the same
as the previous iterations, namely Sunset Melo-
dy and Midnight Jazz — currently available for
Rs. 59,999 only across Pakistan.

vivo offers one-year warranty for V20 along
with 15 days free replacement and 6 months
warranty for accessories. vivo V20 is duly ap-
proved by Pakistan Telecommunications Au-
thority and supports all mobile networks in Pa-
kistan on both SIM slots over 4G LTE, 3G and
2G modes.

Zong customers can also get 12GB Free Mo-
bile Internet by using their 4G SIM card in Slot
1 (2GB Internet / month for 6 months).

{ J
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1 Mobile Phone

Selling Brand in Pakistar

EVENT | FLARE REPORT [ ]

CEO itel Zeeshan Yousuf said 'm excited to embark on this journey with an
organization like Bazz Technologies. We are proud to start assembling international
quality tech gadgets locally, we would only choose the best of the industry that can

meet our standards, and Bazz Technologies is exactly that

uper successful mobile phone brand, itel

Mobile upped the game once again with

announcing local production of its feature

phones with one of the biggest names in the
industry, Bazz Mobile Technologies in a ceremony
held at their head office in Karachi recently.

Itel is the largest selling mobile phone brand in
Pakistan. It excels in making both smartphones and
feature phones offering the unmatched quality, best
warranty at the most amazing price. Being the fast
moving success that itel is, it is only fitting that the
brand chose to collaborate with the technology pro-
duction company that has a legacy that cannot be

Bilal Azher, CEO Bazz
Technologies said we have
been in the tech production
business for well over 15 years
now, working with brands like
Honda, Suzuki and

manufacturing parts for them

#1E9% SE /001 991 £

challenged. Bazz Mobile Technologies is deemed as
one of Pakistan’s state-of-the-art production facili-
ties working with giants such as Honda and Suzu-
ki. Thanks to their impeccable quality standards, the
company has made its name and collaborates with
only top-notch brands complying with international
standards. Bilal Azher, CEO of Bazz Technologies
does not need any introduction, he is an inspiration
and a trailblazer in the industry. Having experience
of over 2 decades, Mr Azher has been a force in the
technology production industry and is a learning
curve in his own right. His decision to partner with
itel is a game changer for the organization in terms

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

of uplifting the local economy and providing inter-
national standard products made locally.

On the occasion, Bilal Azher, CEO Bazz Tech-
nologies said: “We have been in the tech production
business for well over 15 years now, working with
brands like Honda, Suzuki and manufacturing parts
for them. This visionary step will not only make
technology available for the masses with even more
ease but also create thousands of job opportunities.
Mr Zeeshan Yousuf is an inspiration for all of us in
terms of the vision he holds and we look forward
to sharing his success with him and making the best
quality state of the art gadgets locally.

We are very excited and proud to partner with
such a successful brand that offers the best of tech-
nology, design and value to the local market. itel is
really a game changer and the best in the business”

Speaking at the ceremony, CEO itel Zeeshan

Yousuf said: “I'm excited to embark on this journey
with an organization like Bazz Technologies. This
initiative is in line with our vision to strengthen the
local economy, creating employment and furthering
the Prime Minister’s vision of Digital Pakistan. We
are proud to start making international quality tech
gadgets locally, we would only choose the best of the
industry that can meet our standards, and Bazz Tech-
nologies is exactly that. We have been blessed from
the beginning to be accepted and loved by the Paki-
stani consumers not just as a product but a brand, we
take pride in the lifestyle tech solutions that we have
offered Pakistan and grateful for all the support that
we have been afforded.”

Both businesses are amped up to provide the Pa-
kistani consumer with the best of global technolo-
gy and making it even more accessible all over the
country. m
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[tis our collective moral & human
obligation to empower women in
digital age: Aamir Ibrahim

UN Women Pakistan £

@unwomen_pak

: ;;
rar—

CEO @jazzpk @aamir_ibrahim01 shared his thoughts in
today's webinar on ending violence against women &
the role of private sector, hosted by @unwomen_pak as
we continue to engage w/ diverse stakeholders for
creating better and safe spaces for women & girls

during this #16Days ¢ .

“The tech indu stry has paved
the way for equitable gender
inclusion at workplace. At
Jazz, we are even more
serious as we have womenin
the senior leadership along
with equal opportunities
across the organization. We
remain committed to deliver
on Women's Empowerment

Prin-:'rpres."

Aamir Ibrahim
Chief Executive Officer
lazz

Gca

®UN i35
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In the last few years, Jazz has made gender parity a mainstream priority with a focus to
create an open and equitable culture that provides greater female representation. Some of
the initiatives include a hiring process that encourages women to apply, access to extended

maternity leaves, and a zero-tolerance towards inappropriate conduct

he business case for integrating women
into the workforce is not as important as
the human case for it. It is the collective
moral and human responsibility of society
to empower women. These views were shared by
Aamir Ibrahim, CEQ, Jazz while speaking at a we-
binar organized by UN Women on violence against
women and the role of private sector companies.

Emphasizing the role of private sector organiza-
tions in providing opportunities to women, he said
that the numbers in Pakistan need to be more en-
couraging when compared to other countries, and
this is where the private sector can do more. By pro-
viding opportunities to women in leadership posi-
tions, more women will be encouraged and inspired
to follow suit.

Discussing his aspirations for Jazz, Aamir men-
tioned that he is working with his team to ensure
that the company becomes a role-model for instill-
ing gender parity across each department. “In the
last few years, Jazz has made gender parity a main-
stream priority with a focus to create an open and
equitable culture that provides greater female rep-
resentation. Some of the initiatives include a hiring
process that encourages women to apply, access to
extended maternity leaves, and a zero-tolerance to-
wards inappropriate conduct,” he stated.

Speaking about the professional balance that
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women bring to the workplace, Aamir stated,
“Women influence purchase decisions irrespective
of their financial pedigree. To be able to have a work-
force who understands the psyche of your potential
consumers makes a lot of business sense. And in
my experience, companies can benefit greatly by in-
creasing employment and leadership opportunities
for women in their workforce. At Jazz, three out of
the eight members of the executive leadership team

Discussing his aspirations for
Jazz, Aamir mentioned that he
is working with his team to
ensure that the company
becomes a role-model for
instilling gender parity across
each department.

are women, and some of the most talented individu-
als in our future leadership team are women.”
Aamir believes that with a stringent code of con-
duct in place and an anonymous reporting process,
the company has moved beyond sexual harassment

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

cases. “It is also imperative that leaders champion
women’s rights and lead by example by setting goals
and holding their top management accountable,”
he added. Aamir further emphasized the need of
enforcing legal frameworks that mandate private or-
ganizations to contribute positively towards women

VIOLENCE AGRINST WOMEN
AND THE ROLE OF PRIVATE

SECTOR COMPANIES

L (4

empowerment and to have equitable gender inclu-
sion policies at the workplace, especially when it
comes to women being forced to exit on account of
care giving duties.

Jazz was among the few early adopters in Paki-
stan to fully commit itself to the Women Empow-
erment Principles, introduced by UN Women and
the UN Global Compact that focus on steering cor-
porate to promote gender equality and women em-
powerment. m
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Ithough Pakistan has been among the
countries worst affected by COVID-19,
yet the country’s important organi-
zation, National Telecommunication
Corporation (NTC), surprisingly generated even
more revenue on its own during the pandemic.

“This government entity in a crisis period man-
aged to earn a profit to Rs 578 million during the
last financial year,” said MD National Telecom-
munication Corporation (NTC) Brigadier (Retd)
Vigar Rashid Khan in an exclusive interview.

The prudent action on part of MD NTC Brig-
adier (Retd) Vigar Rashid Khan saved the federal
government from embarrassment during the pan-
demic.

Pakistan has been one of the countries, worst
affected by COVID-19, as reportedly the country
has reportedly lost one-third of its revenue and its
exports dropped by 50 per cent due to COVID-19
outbreak and lockdown.

Whereas, the NTC in the times of corona
crisis has earned a profit of Rs52 million during
the financial year 2018-19 while during financial
year 2019-20 it earned Rs578million profit. “It
was quite a difficult task to complete the annual
development plan in the corona crisis,” said the
MD NTC mentioning that this government en-
tity despite the unusual situation in the country
has managed to complete 100 percent Annual De-
velopment Plan (ADP) during the financial year
2019-20, which is a record in the public sector. It is
unheard in the history of Pakistan that any public
sector organization completed its ADP in a calen-
dar year.

Brigadier (Retd) Vigar Rashid
Khan said that NTC had
successfully conducted PM’s
address to Shanghai
Cooperation Organization
(SCO) Summit using a video
link with Moscow. The
organisation has conducted the
Prime Minister’s address to the
United Nations (UN) event on
Financing for Development in

the Covid-19 era

To a question about the provision of uninter-
rupted services for virtual sessions to main gov-
ernment organisations, he said it was the need of
the hour to hold important meetings virtually to
evolve a strategy for avoiding the spread of coro-
navirus in the country.

“Since March 2020, video conference meetings
have been arranged for PM House, President Sec-
retariat, NCOC, Cabinet, ECC, CS KP, Planning
Commission, Senate Secretariat, Ministry of In-
formation Technology, ATC Court, NLCC and
other government departments,” he said adding
that the virtual meetings of standing committees
of national assembly and Senate were also ar-
ranged by the NTC.

He said that NTC had successfully conduct-
ed PM’s address to Shanghai Cooperation Orga-
nization (SCO) Summit using a video link with
Moscow. The organisation has conducted the
Prime Minister’s address to the United Nations
(UN) event on Financing for Development in the
Covid-19 era.

The NTC has provided the facility to conduct
the President’s address to the Board of Trustees
(BoT), in which 37 members from 7 different
countries joined the online meeting.

About application hosting during the
COVID-19, MD NTC said that NTC is hosting a
project of the Ministry of Health ‘Yaran-e-Watan’,
which includes hosting and bulk email facilitation

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

NTC earns Rs 678
million profit despite
corona Crisis

Brigadier (Retd)
VIQAR RASHID KHAN
MD NTC

Managing Director
Corporation (NTC) Brigadier (Retd) Vigar Rashid Khan
said in an interview that the NTC surprisingly generated
even more revenue on its own during the pandemic. NTC
in the times of corona crisis has earned a profit of Rs 52
million during the financial year 2018-19 while during
financial year 2019-20 it earned Rs 578 million profit

National
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through NTC Data Centre.

“It is also managing the registration portal for
donors and beneficiaries for the BISP Ehsaas pro-
gramme,” he said, adding that the NTC has pro-
vided a web portal for the Tele-Education program
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of the Ministry of Education and Professional
Training.

About Website (COVID Website) hosting, the
MD said Tiger Force registration was ensured
through the Citizen Portal mobile application. m
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he globally acclaimed smartphone

brand, TECNO with its official dis-

tributor Muller and Phipps (M&P)

celebrating one billion sales record
just in November 2020. TECNO joined hands
with Muller & Phipps (M&P) earlier this year to
make it the official distributor. Due to TECNO’s
amazing marketing strategy and by the efforts of
its distributors TECNO has become second most
sold brand in Pakistan.

Both companies celebrated this one billion
sales success at a cake cutting ceremony where
Director TECNO Mobile Pakistan, Adeel Tahir
was present. The alliance of TECNO and M&P
is a dynamic one. Viewing the sales records, it is
clear how both parties have made phenomenal
growth together.

More than

BILLION

Sold in NOVEMBER 2020

General Manager TECNO, Creek Ma, ex-
pressed his joy by saying “One billion is a huge
sales mark! TECNO has always tried to serve its
customers in the best possible way. We are happy
to have partnered with M&P as our official dis-
tributors, resulting in this great success. We are
very grateful to our fans and customers for their
continuous love and support in making TECNO
the top most selling brands in Pakistan.”

Muller & Phipps (M&P) has proven itself as
the customer’s first choice in express and logis-
tics business over the years, both domestically
and internationally. Being TECNO'’s distribu-
tor M&P is actively getting engaged in deliver-
ing TECNO premium smartphones to the retail
shops and providing door to door service to the
customers at large.

PAKISTAN SMARTPHONE ERAND SHARE (Value)

& 1IDC
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TECNO and M&P

celebrate | billion
sales record

General Manager TEGNO, Creek Ma, expressed his joy
by saying one billion is a huge sales mark! TECNO has
always tried to serve its customers in the best possible
way. We are happy to have partnered with M&P as our
official distributors, resulting in this great success. We
are very grateful to our fans and customers for their
continuous love and support in making TEECNO the top
most selling brands in Pakistan

ing the sales ladder efficiently by selling thou-
sands of units in a very short time. TECNO be-
comes the second most sold smartphone brand
in Pakistan for the third quarter of 2020.
According to the IDC’s “Handsets Summa-
ry Pakistan Q3 2020” TECNO secured the sec-
ond position in sales by selling 16.5% units of

TECNO Mobile has been in high demand
in Pakistan. According to the IDC’s “Handsets
Summary Pakistan Q3 2020” TECNO secured
the second position in sales by selling 16.5%
units of the total Smartphone Brand Share in
Pakistan. The brand has been launching premier
quality smartphones with pioneering technology
setting a high bar for its competitors.

TECNO never disappoints its customers.
After this huge mark-up, the brand has further
raised the bars for its competitors. Fans are all
looking forward to what the brand shall be bring-
ing for them in 2021!

On the other hand, TECNO is becoming very
popular in Pakistan. The brand has been climb-
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Muller & Phipps (M&P) has
proven itself as the customer’s
first choice in express and
logistics business over the
years, both domestically and
internationally

the total Smartphone Brand Share in Pakistan.
The brand acquired this rank amongst some of
the biggest brands including Samsung, OPPO,
Vivo, and Infinix. TECNO has back to back been
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launching premier quality smartphones with pi-
oneering technology. It has set a high bar for its
competitors in the market with this success.

Camon series has been a source of great suc-
cess for TECNO. The recent launch of the pho-
tography king phone, Camon 16 has raised the
bar even higher for TECNO. The flagship pio-
neer camera solution phone Camon 16 received
a great response from the customers, selling
thousands of units in just a few days. The new
phone comes with TAIVOS technology making
it the ultimate camera solution.

This is a huge benchmark for any brand to sell
16.5% units in such a short period of time. No
other brand has ever done this before in the Pa-
kistani market especially in such a short period
as TECNO did. This has increased the value of
TECNO not just in the market but also amongst
its fans and customers.

Everyone is looking up to what more TEC-
NO shall be bringing for the fans in the coming
days. After this success, the brand has to come
up more ideas and even more advanced technol-
ogy to secure the top position. m
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Pakistan loses I'l,

telecom industry giant
Rashid Khan

Pakistan has lost giant icon of telecom industry that served the industry for long time and took it
to the new heights. A shocking news of the demise of Rashid Khan, CEO PTCL-Ufone was
spread like wild fire across the country. Rashid Khan was one of the most competent tech-experts,
most innovative CEO of IT industry having rich experience, especially in telecom sector. He
brought many trends in the telecom which took Pakistan to the new heights. This is a huge loss for
the telecom industry. He 1s credited to have played a major role in shaping the telecom sector of
the country, as we know it today, and remained at the core of it by heading two major telcos
during past decade. He was member of USF Board of Directors.
He was also awarded patents for his inventions. Khan was
unwell for last few weeks and was being treated at a private
hospital in Islamabad.

Rashid Khan was the CEQO of Ufone since August 2017.
Previously, he remained the CEQO and president of
Mobilink (now Jazz) for six years from July 2008 till
August 2014. Khan worked in Silicon Valley for almost

15 years for various international companies. He was also
warded patents for his inventions. People from telecom
sector took to social media to share their condolences
over Khan's demise.
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inister for Information Technology

and Telecom Syed Amin Ul Haque

expressed deep grief and sorrow over

the demise of PTCL and Ufone Pres-
ident Rashid Khan.

In a message, the minister prayed Allah Al-
mighty to rest the departed soul in eternal peace
and grant courage to the bereaved family to bear
this irreparable loss with equanimity.

He said late
Rashid Khan was a
most talented and ex-
perienced person and
always performed his
duties efficiently, said
a press release. He
said his death was a
| great loss to the tele-
com sector.

In an official
statement issued by
PTCL/Ufone on the
sad demise of Rashid
Khan, President and CEO, PTCL & Ufone said
with immense sorrow we announce that Rashid
Khan, President and CEO, PTCL & Ufone, has
passed away this morning after prolonged illness.

19
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Family conveys its sympathies and heartfelt condo-
lences to the family.

Jazz has also expressed grief over the death of
Rashid Khan, the company’s former CEO (2008-
14). Expressing his deepest condolences, Aamir

In the transformation of the
cellular industry in Pakistan,
Mr Khan played a dominant
role. In a challenging
environment, his contribution to
the telecom sector will be
remembered for times to come

Ibrahim, CEQ, Jazz said, “Rashid Khan was a
wonderful human being and a thorough profession-
al. In this loss, we experience the grief one feels for
a father’s figure who often went off the beaten track
and paved a new path where none existed before.
May God grant strength to his loved ones.”

Being a renowned corporate leader and a stal-
wart of the telecommunications industry, Rashid

LEIE
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Rashid Khan is acknowledged for taking various
successful initiatives at the Group level, particular-
ly for modernizing the PTCL and Ufone networks
and enhancing customer experience.

Rashid Khan remained in the senior manage-
ment positions in the telecom industry in various
companies locally and internationally.

Having extraordinary leadership qualities, he

was one of the pioneers g 5
in the Pakistan telecom B
industry and is held
in great respect for his
contributions.

He will be remem-
bered as an exception-
ally successful business
leader who was also
a great human being,
having humility, com-
passion and respect for
his colleagues.

PTCL & Ufone
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Khan leaves a legacy of kindness. His contributions
to the industry and the overall corporate sector
were both long and profound.

He was successful in sharing his vision of Pa-
kistan’s telecom environment to his shareholders
resulting in bringing significant investment to the
country over the years.

In the transformation of the cellular industry
in Pakistan, Mr Khan played a dominant role. In
a challenging environment, his contribution to the
telecom sector will be remembered for times to
come. Mr Rashid Khan will be missed for his great
contribution to the telecom sector. May he gets a
high place in Jannah!

Ufone celebrated 19 years of successful opera-
tions in Pakistan with the entire UFamily at Ufone
Tower, Islamabad and other offices across the coun-
try.

During the anniversary celebrations, employees
and management vowed to serve their customers
with complete dedication and leave no stone un-
turned in delivering the best.
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President & CEO, PTCL-Ufone, Rashid Khan
addressed the employees on this special occasion at
the head office and congratulated them for taking
the Pakistani telecom operator to new heights. He
stated that it is because of the persistent efforts of
the entire team that the organization has been able
to show tremendous growth over the years and has
established itself as a people friendly brand.

It is the power of Ufone’s employees that keeps
Ufone growing stronger every passing year and this
theme was celebrated across Ufone offices in light
of the anniversary celebrations.

As a brand, Ufone has always focused on im-
proving the life of every Pakistani by ensuring
seamless connectivity. The customer first approach
enables the organization to stand out and serve cus-
tomers to the best of their abilities.

The journey for Ufone began 19 years ago but
despite challenges the company stood firm and
continued serving its customers with the same zeal.
Through these years, Ufone has introduced many
innovative products and services which have not
only become game changers in the telecom industry
but have also empowered the common man.

Ufone prides itself in connecting people from
all over the country with ease and without any
hassles. The company has been at the forefront of

-
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disseminating high quality services due to which
it has become the preferred operator of Pakistanis
across the country. According to recent PTA survey
results, Ufone has the best voice services amongst
all operators in Pakistan and is following the bench-
mark call connection time of 6.5 seconds.

Now as Ufone enters its 20th year, the goals are
bigger and ambitions are stronger. The company

aspires to expand its outreach into every corner of
Pakistan and is diligently working towards improv-
ing customer experience.

It is pertaining to mention here that PTCL
Board of Directors has appointed Matthew Willsh-
er, currently CEO of Etisalat Afghanistan, as Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) PTCL Group (PTCL &
Ufone), effective from December 2020. Willsh-
er succeeds Rashid Khan, who was president and
CEO of PTCL Group since March 2019 and decid-
ed to leave the group due to his personal reasons. =
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It was an hohour for Pak

— People to get free of
cost coronavirus
vaccine

istan ranking amongst few
countries who were participating in “the biggest and
relatively difficult” phase-3 study on the vaccine, when

added that “the entire world is looking for a medication
to combat COVID-19

arliamentary Secretary National Health
Services Regulations and Coordination
(NHSRC) Dr. Nausheen Hamid said that
cabinet has approved initial funds to pur-
chase COVID-19 vaccine and government would
provide free of cost Covid-19 vaccine to citizens.
She said government has been working to ar-
range funds or vaccine and in the meantime China
developed Covid-19 vaccines and its 3rd phase of
trials were under process that would be available in
the second quarter of 2021. Phase 3 clinical trials
were proceeding smoothly and the vaccines could
be ready for the general public soon, she added.
She said it was an honour for Pakistan ranking
amongst few countries who were participating in
“the biggest and relatively difficult” phase-3 study
on the vaccine, when added that “the entire world
is looking for a medication to combat COVID-19.”
Nausheen assured that the vaccine would be
available in the market, “once its efficacy proved”.
She added that several companies were work-
ing on the development of a vaccine and have been
shortlisted and initial negotiations were under dis-
cussion.
She said the government will consider multiple
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factors before procuring a vaccine, which include:
the type of vaccine, its efficacy, its safety and side
effects, storage requirements, cost, production ca-
pacity of the manufacturer and whether Pakistan
has access to procure that vaccine.

She said that vaccines on low or cheap rates
would be available from 186 countries platform
COVAX. Pakistan will also buy vaccines from the
COVAX platform. The whole world is booking vac-
cines, we are also in touch with everyone.

Dr. Nausheen Hamid said that orders are being
placed keeping in view the availability and number
of vaccines.

She said talks were underway with three com-
panies to buy the vaccine, $100 million has been
approved for the purchase of the vaccine. The CO-
VAX platform will provide vaccine to 20% of the
country s population.

Replying to a question, she said country is in
the grip of a second coronavirus wave, which could
prove to be more lethal than the first wave but gov-
ernment has increased its capacity all across the
country’ hospitals.

She said unfortunately mass rallies have contin-
ued to take place in the country since the start of
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the pandemic where numbers and frequency have
increased in the past few weeks, especially with op-
position parties holding massive anti-government
rallies in different cities.

She said the government alone cannot fight the
war against coronavirus. We have to win this war
as a nation and asked people to act responsibly, she
added.

She urged media to “continuously counsel”
people on what precautions to take and how to go
through this “difficult period”.

Replying to another question she said country
hospitals have more human resources and equip-
ments for the purpose.

Meanwhile, nearly 500 journalists have died
from COVID-19 in 56 countries since March 1,
the Geneva-based international media rights body
Press Emblem Campaign (PEC) said, noting the
number is likely to be much higher.

During November, at least 47 media workers
succumbed to the novel coronavirus, compared to
22 known deaths in October.

“Unfortunately, the pandemic is claiming more
and more victims in the media. It’s a huge loss. In
countries like India, Brazil, Argentina and Mexico,
the number of victims among journalists is on the
rise,” said PEC General Secretary Blaise Lempen.

PEC said the death toll is likely higher, as the
causes of journalists’ deaths are sometimes not
specified or even announced.

Last month on the International Day to End Im-
punity for Crimes against Journalists, PEC backed
a call by UN special rapporteurs for an account-
ability mechanism when they noted that the world
faces an “entirely new challenge” with COVID-19.

Nearly 500 journalists have
died from COVID-19 in 56
countries, the Geneva-based
international media rights
body Press Emblem Campaign
(PEC) said

Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary
or arbitrary executions Agnes Callamard and the
Special Rapporteur on freedom of opinion and ex-
pression, Irene Khan, noted the impact of the pan-
demic.

“As journalists seek to shine the light on re-
sponses to COVID-19, they are facing increased
attacks. Protecting journalists is protecting people’s
right to know. Governments and the UN must act
urgently to end impunity for crimes against journal-
ists,” they said in a statement.

PEC said by region, of the 489 journalists who
have died from the virus since March 1, Latin
America leads with more than half of the victims,
or 276 deaths. Asia follows with 125 dead, Europe
with 38, North America with 26 and Africa with
24,

Peru has the heaviest death toll, where 93 me-
dia workers have died from the coronavirus since
March, according to the Peruvian National Associ-
ation of Journalists. India is now the second-worst
affected country with 51 deaths, said PEC.

Brazil took third place with 43 victims, followed
by Ecuador with 41 dead, Bangladesh with 39 and
Mexico with 33. The US is in seventh place with 25
victims, followed by Pakistan with 12, Panama with
11 and Bolivia with 9.

In the UK, the most affected European country,
10 have died since March.

It is followed by Nigeria with 8, Afghanistan
with 7, Dominican Republic with 7, Honduras with
7, Argentina with 6, Nicaragua with 6, Venezuela
with 6, Colombia with 5, France with 5, Russia
with 5, Spain with 5 and Italy with 4.

Three journalists died from COVID-19 in each
of Cameroon, Egypt, Guatemala, Iran, Nepal and
El Salvador. Two deaths are known of in Algeria,
Indonesia, Morocco, Paraguay, South Africa and
Sweden. m
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he Variety Eval-
uation Commit-
tee (VEC) of

Pakistan Agri- B
culture Research Council
(PARC) approved seven
rice hybrids varieties for
commercial cultivation in *
the country.

The VEC meeting
chaired by Member Plant |
Sciences, PARC Dr Ghu- |
lam Muhammad Ali and {
discussed in length the §
availability of hybrid rice
varieties for commercial
cultivation.

National Coordinator 2
(Rice) of PARC present- [
ed the working paper for @&z
all the eleven proposals & =¥
of rice hybrids for recom- L4
mendation to the Federal
Seed Certification and
Registration Department.

The  representatives
of national and multina-
tional seed companies
including Chairman Seed
of Pakistan and Executive
Director Crop Life Paki-
stan attended the meeting.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr Ali said that veri-
ty evaluation was vital for
enhancing the productivi-
ty of all major and minor
crops in country to fulfill
the domestic requirements
as well as for exporting.

He emphasized the im-
portance of quality seed
production for enhancing
the productivity and prof-
itability of farmers and
appreciated the role of
seed companies for mak-
ing efforts to improve the
potential of rice hybrids in
Pakistan.

Using latest technique
of genome based breeding

by et oD scier TOlE Of Pakistan Agricultural Research Council for

international scientist and
Chinese partners
developed Green Super
Rice, he said adding that
the yield potential of se-

varieties approved
for farming to boost
productions

Representatives of seed companies appreciated the "

the crops harvested on
Monday-Sanyou No 1- is

tists in collaboration with deViSing a transparent procedure fOI' testlng Of rice known for its high yields

as rice sector in Pakistan
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has spearheaded research
into hybrid rice strains.

Yuan said on Monday
the fresh record means a
1-hectare hybrid rice field
can feed as many as 75
| people.
ey “I am more than excit-
; L -' ed and extremely satisfied
# G with the results,” he said
"/4' in an office in Changsha,
Wl capital of Hunan prov-
" ince, while watching a
live video feed of the an-
nouncement ceremony.

Compared with other
high-yield hybrid varieties
in the market, the average
yield for the third-gen-
' eration strain is 10 to 20

. percent higher-an increase
of about 1.5 tons per hect-
are-Yuan said.

“There are 16.7 mil-
lion hectares of hybrid
rice fields in China. The
new strain, if planted na-
tionwide, will significant-
ly boost overall rice pro-
duction,” he said.

“The next goal is to
promote the experiences
of Hengnan county and
plant the advanced rice
variety in other rice-pro-
ducing regions in China,
contributing to safeguard-
ing the country’s food se-
curity.”

The center said re-
search teams headed by
Yuan began cultivating
and selecting third-gener-
ation rice varieties in 2011
and started trial planting
in 2017.

More pilot bases will
be set up in eight provin-
cial-level regions starting
next year, it added.
rice strain of

and quality, resilience

have hybrids in Pakistan for the benefits of farmers as well t© unfavorable weather

conditions and relatively
easy breeding methods,
Li Xingi.head of the re-

lected rice varieties ranges
from 80 to 120 mounds per acre.

Dr Ali, explained that with extra long grain
there are good chances to capture the export market
of rice internationally.

This project was very important to rapidly en-
hance the yield of rice as desired in Prime Minis-
ter Rice Productivity Enhancement Initiative, he
added. He advised the scientists to adopt advance
biotechnology tools as genomics strategy for rapid
yield enhancement of other crops such as wheat,
sugarcane, oil crops, and horticultural crops.

He also stressed the need to develop like Green
Super Rice techniques to improve local animal
breeds through genomics based research.

Afterwards the procedures for management of
National Uniform Yield Trials and related business
were discussed in detail for evaluating the hybrids/
varieties of rice for the coming crop.

Representatives of seed companies appreciated
the role of Pakistan Agricultural Research Council
for devising a transparent procedure for testing of
rice hybrids in Pakistan for the benefits of farmers
as well as rice sector in Pakistan.

Meanwhile, Chinese scientists have achieved a
record rice yield of almost 23 metric tons per hect-
are from an experimental field of hybrid rice in
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Hunan province, the China National Hybrid Rice
Research and Development Center said.

Experts gathered in Hunan’s Hengnan county
announced on Monday that the average yield from
fields planted with the third generation of hybrid

Scientists to adopt advance
biotechnology tools as
genomics strategy for rapid
yield enhancement of other
crops such as wheat,
sugarcane, oil crops, and
horticultural crops

rice varieties had reached 13.68 tons per hectare.
In July, early harvests from the same field grow-
ing another strain of third-generation hybrid rice
yielded an average of 9.29 tons per hectare.
Despite unfavorable weather conditions this
year, the two harvests combined-consisting of ear-
ly-season and late-season crops-surpassed 22.5 tons
per hectare, realizing the goal set earlier this year by
renowned agricultural expert Yuan Longping, who
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search team, said.

“For single-cropping, late-season rice, it is
rare to see an average yield of more than 11 tons
per hectare, but the average yield of a small-scale
planting of the strain last year exceeded 15 tons
per hectare, prompting us to aim for higher pro-
duction this year,” he said.

Sanyou No 1 is also prized for its fast growth.

“Rice seeds in Hengnan county were planted
on June 16 and began earring up on Aug 30, which
is surprisingly fast,” Li said.

He said the strain also withstood the test of
extreme weather that lasted more than a month
in Hunan, with weaker sunlight and significantly
heavier and longer rainfall than usual.

The previous record for yields of hybrid rice
developed by Yuan and his team, about 17.24 tons
per hectare, was set in Hebei province in October
2017.

China has attached paramount significance to
ensuring food security and self-sufficiency in grain
production.

Despite the impact of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic and severe flooding in summer, this year’s grain
production is expected to hit a record high and ex-
ceed 650 million tons for the sixth year in a row, the
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs said. =
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Brides switch to
imitation jewellery
alter gold pri

ajority

of  brides

switch  to

imitation
jewellery after gold prices
soar. Rise in gold prices has
forced the people to buy
artificial jewellery. Wom-
en show much less interest
in silver or gold jewellery
and prefer to buy artificial
jewellery. Few months ago,
the gold prices reached
Rs128,700 as internation-
al investors pump money
into buying gold due to the
Covid-induced uncertain-

ty.

Faisal Magbool, a La-
hore-based jeweller and
importer said people are
only coming to sell their
gold and not buy. De-
mand for gold in the local |
markets has dropped tre-
mendously due to weak
purchasing power, loss
of livelihoods, and the
wedding season being ob-
served with simplicity. An-
other owner of a gold shop
said artificial jewellery has
become more attractive for
women, and the unprece-
dented hike in the prices of
gold has declined the cus-
tomers’ purchasing power
and is keeping them at bay.
He said, in the past when
price of gold was much #=
low, people bought gold
for long-term investment,
but now trend is chang- [§
ing. Now preference of the
people is to buy imitation 8
jewellery, which is much &
cheap and designs are also
fabulous.

The imitation jewellery
business has now turned ¢
into an industry and mil-
lions of people are directly
or indirectly related to it.
With the increasing trend
in artificial jewellery, its
prices have now increased
in the current year as com-
pared to last year. A good
quality set of the artifi-
cial jewellery which was
available at Rs 4,000 to Rs
6,000 six months ago is
now available for Rs 5,000
to Rs 10,000. Now the Chi-

Bl ot

only coming to sell their gold and not buy. Demand for
gold in the local markets has dropped tremendously

due to weak purchasing power, loss of livelihoods, and
the wedding season being observed with simplicity

CCsS soar

During the period un-
der review, the country’s
overall exports registered
positive growth of 0.33
percent, by going up from
$7.529 billion last year to
$7.554 billion during the
current year.

On the other hand, the
imports decreased by 0.79
percent, from $15.251 bil-
lion last year to $15.131bil-
lion during the current
year.

In India, gold demand
in India fell 30% in the pre-
vious quarter, but a sense
of ‘“cautious optimism”
has returned to the market,
according to the World
Gold Council.

India is one of the
largest markets for gold.
Jewellery demand in India
between July to September
fell 48% year-on-year to
52.8 tonnes from around
101.6 tonnes a year earli-
er, the organization said
in a report. But demand
for gold as an investment
rose 52% to 33.8 tonnes
on-year.

Overall gold demand
— which includes jewelry
and investment — fell in
the quarter ending Sep-
tember, but the decline was
less severe than the 70%
drop seen in the previous
three months, Somasund-
aram PR, managing direc-
tor for India at the World
Gold Council, said in a
statement.

“This has been partial-
ly due to easing of lock-
down and some low prices
in August that provided a
small window of buying
opportunities for the dis-
cerning,” he said.

The precious metal
plays an important role in
India’s culture — it’s con-
sidered auspicious to buy
gold during festive occa-
sions or to give gold jewel-
ry as a gift at weddings. It
is also seen as a symbol of
affluence and a safe invest-
ment.

In 2019, global gold

nese jewellery has also set

a good impression in the local market and women
prefer to buy it due to good quality and design as well
as less price.

Meanwhile, the imports of gold witnessed de-
cline of 58.54 percent during the first four months
of the current fiscal year as compared to the corre-
sponding period of last year.

The gold imports during July-October were re-
corded at $2.341 million against the imports of
$5.647 million during July-October 2019, showing a
decline of 58.54 percent, according to the latest data
of Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS).

In terms of quantity, the gold imports shrunk by
72.34 percent by falling from 141 kilograms last year
to the imports of 39 kilograms during the period un-
der review.

On year-on-year basis, the gold imports witnessed
slight decrease of 0.31 percent in October 2020 when
compared to the imports of October 2019. The gold
imports during October 2020 were recorded at
$1.285 million against the imports of $1.173 million
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in October 2019.

On month-on-month basis, the gold imports wit-
nessed 21.69 percent increase as compared to the
imports of $1.056 recorded in September 2020, the
PBS data revealed.

The country’s trade deficit witnessed reduction
of 1.88 percent during the first four months of cur-
rent fiscal year as compared to the deficit of the cor-
responding period of last year.

The imitation jewellery
business has now turned into
an industry and millions of
people are directly or indirectly
related to it

The deficit during the current year was recorded
at $7.577 billion as compared to the deficit of $7.722
billion last year.
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mine production was a
reported 3,463.7 tonnes —
down one percent from the year prior — and the first
year-over-year decline in output since 2008. Gold
production has remained relatively steady since
2010, raising the question I've explored over the
years — have we reached peak gold?

The idea is that all the easy gold has already been
discovered and explorers have to dig deeper to find
economically viable deposits. For example, South
Africa was once the top gold-producing country by
far, digging up over 1,000 tonnes in 1970, but annual
output has fallen steadily since. On the other hand,
several nations have emerged in the last few years as
growing gold producers.

As seen in the chart below, China takes the num-
ber one spot of global gold producers by a wide mar-
gin. The top 10 rankings saw a big shift in 2019 —
Russia took the lead over Australia to claim second,
Indonesia fell off the list and Brazil joined the ranks
as the tenth largest producer. Ghana also jumped
ahead of South Africa to become the continent’s top
producer. m
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—. Making selfies in the time of
corona a risk of life
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Itis sad to say that PHA Controlled Race Course Park where people Vlolate and
NCOC direction and take selfies with flowers in Race Course Park during Annual
Flowers exhibition, organized by Parks and Horticulture Authority (PHA)

espite increase in the corona virus

cases and death casualties across

Pakistan as with the Covid-19 pan-

demic progressively getting worse
in Pakistan. The government has placed fresh
restrictions across the country to prevent the
spread of the virus during its second wave. Prime
Minister Imran Khan never imposed the sort of
sweeping lockdowns seen in wealthier countries
had boasted of controlling the virus but is again
urging people to follow safeguards. The people
do not care and participated political rallies, fu-
neral prayers, visit entertainment parks and even
shopping malls.
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NCOC have given clear direction of COVID

NCOC have given clear
direction of COVID related
violations by the public like

non-wearing of mask, non-ad-
herence to social distancing,

over-crowding at public places,
ete., but do not follow SOPs.
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related violations by the public like non-wear-
ing of mask, non-adherence to social distancing,
over-crowding at public places, etc., but do not
follow SOPs.

It is sad to say that PHA controlled Race
Course Park where people violate and NCOC
direction and take selfies with flowers in Race
Course Park during Annual Flowers exhibition,
organized by Parks and Horticulture Authority
(PHA). In another event, girls take selfie with
wearing the Sindhi culture dresses during Sind-
hi Culture Day. While a visitor take selfie with
the Shah Faisal Mosque during her visit in the
federal capital. m
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edotco strengthens
commitment in
Pakistan with new

leadership

Pakistan has been and will continue to be a key
emerging market for edotco. With our broad portiolio
of infrastructure offerings alongside the country’s
exponential digital growth, we are constantly uncovering
new and improved ways to boost its connectivity
capabilities, further ensuring the people of Pakistan have
greater access to reliable and affordable connectivity

dotco Group Sdn. Bhd. (edotco), the leading
regional integrated telecommunications in-
efrastructure services company, strengthened
its commitment to Pakistan with the appoint-
ment of Abdul Aziz as the new Country Managing
Director of edotco Pakistan. Arif Hussain will be
leaving the organization to pursue other opportuni-
ties. With a steadfast promise to create a digitally in-
clusive Pakistan, this new leadership will see edotco
playing a significant role to meet the nation’s digital
ambitions through enhancing the country’s telecom-
munications infrastructure and accelerating the de-
ployment of next generation solutions.
“Pakistan has been and will continue to be a key
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emerging market for edotco. With our broad port-
folio of infrastructure offerings alongside the coun-
try’s exponential digital growth, we are constantly
uncovering new and improved ways to boost its con-
nectivity capabilities, further ensuring the people of
Pakistan have greater access to reliable and afford-
able connectivity. Today, with approximately 2,000
tenancies across our sites, we are able to connect over
30 million people in Pakistan. Through Abdul Aziz’s
appointment, we are set to drive our commitment to
building our business in the country and partnering
with the nation even further. With his valuable ex-
pertise, great track record and extensive experience
of over 25 years in the telecommunications sector,
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Abdul Aziz will lead our team in contributing to-
wards achieving the government’s Digital Pakistan
ambitions. On behalf of the Group, I am pleased to
welcome him onboard,” said Adlan Tajudin, CEO
of edotco Group.

edotco’s end-to-end offerings in Pakistan includes
the building and deployment of telecommunication
towers; the leasing of towers and poles to network
operators; the deployment of street furniture; pro-
vision of power; and field operations for telecom
operators, among others. In extension to this, from
2020 and beyond, the company will be placing an
increased focus on fibre, small cells, edge computing
and rural networks — components that will be a key
driver for hyperconnected Pakistan.

While edotco continues to advance the state of
connectivity in the country, this move is also in line
with the Group’s commitment to upskilling and
developing the expertise of its local talent through
selected leadership changes. Since its inception in
2014, edotco Pakistan has invested approximately
$200 million in its local operations. In addition to
that, last year, the company also signed investments
of up to $80 million, a fraction of the $250 million it
intends to invest in Pakistan over the next five years.
This came amidst increased bilateral cooperation
between Malaysia and Pakistan where the telecom-
munications sector is a key focus area for both gov-
ernments.

Through Abdul Aziz’s
appointment, we are set to
drive our commitment to
building our business in the
country and partnering with
the nation even further. With
his valuable expertise, great
track record and extensive
experience of over 25 years in
the telecommunications sector

To date, edotco’s business in Pakistan has grown
to approximately 1,750 towers manages and operat-
ed and 5,000 energy sites. It has a consolidated work-
force of approximately 1,600 employees and offices
in Islamabad, Lahore, Karachi and Peshawar.

Abdul Aziz is former CEO & President at Ufone
and achieved the CEO of the Year Award 2011. Ab-
dul Aziz is a fellow member of the Institute of Char-
tered Accountants of Pakistan with almost 25 years
of senior management experience in leading roles
within finance & business with Price WaterHouse
Coopers, Millicom International Cellular, Celltel,
Warid & Ufone (Etisalat) spread over Asia, Europe
and Africa. Aziz has key expertise in green field op-
erations in technology and mobile operations and
the ability to turn them into successful operations.

Established in 2012, edotco Group is the first
regional integrated telecommunications infrastruc-
ture services company in Asia, providing end-to-end
solutions in the tower services sector from tower leas-
ing, co-locations, build-to-suit, energy, transmission
and operations and maintenance (O&M).

edotco Group operates and manages a regional
portfolio of over 32,800 towers across core markets
of Malaysia, Myanmar, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Sri
Lanka, Pakistan, Philippines and Laos with 21,067
towers directly operated by edotco and a further
11,600 towers managed through a range of services
provided. edotco strives to deliver outstanding per-
formance in telecommunications infrastructure
services and solutions. Its state- of-the-art real-time
monitoring service, echo, has driven significant im-
provements in field operations while maximising op-
erational efficiencies in terms of battery, energy and
fuel consumption for telecommunications infrastruc-
ture. edotco Group was awarded the Frost & Sullivan
2020 Asia Pacific Telecoms Tower Company of the
Year Award for its demonstrated exemplary business
growth and performance in Southeast Asia. m
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Doable tips to Declutter life

There are simple ways to declutter your home, workplace, mind and
space mentally and physically. This is the time to embrace the change you have been

vowing for and time to let go

of useless keepsakes.

ey g
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free up some

HOME

It’s quite impossible to hold on to every birth-
day card, graduation photos, doodles, empty bot-
tles of your favorite fragrance because you have
some memories
attached. When
people had busy
lives their homes
sometimes  be-
comes littered
with things pil-
ing up overtime.
Renowned Japa-
nese tidying ex-
pert Marie Kon-
do tries to help
folk declutter
their homes and
their lives. Japa-
nese lady Marie kondo’s decluttering method for
homes to create more space is known as KonMari
method. It encourages people to get rid of items
that no longer have purpose. Beginning with
clothes, then moving on to books, papers, Komo-
no (miscellaneous items) and finally sentimental
items. She advocates living with less items (Mini-
malism) and donate everything not in use.

CLEAN THE ROOM

Begin with wardrobes and dressers. Have a
strong heart and get rid of clothing, linen, shoes,
and towels that are worn out and you don’t need
anymore. When making the choices don’t forget
there’s a difference between need and want, we
keep on accumulating stuff with a hope that I
might need it someday and surprisingly that day

never comes. Give a vigilant check to the draw-
ers and trash the used pages, old recipes, expired
medicines, pens and markers that don’t work any-
more.

CUT CLUTTER IN THE KITCHEN

Roll your sleeves and take charge of kitchen.
Go through the cabinets and box out of plates,
bowls, gadgets that don’t work anymore, cutlery
you once brought and never used and replace
them with the essentials. While you are out it
change the cabinets and drawer’s liners for fresh,
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clean look. We give you the liberty to have one
messy drawer so you don’t spill it into the other

areas. Remember refrigerator is not an art gal-
lery, remove all the excess notes, torn lists, broken
magnets, faded photos, unnecessary pieces of art
and your kitchen will immediately look neater.

ORGANIZE YOUR WORK SPACE

Your work environment effects your overall
productivity. An organized space eliminates dis-
tractions and helps save your time. Look around
your workplace, declutter, shred and get rid of
everything that you don’t need any more. Think

about some exciting new ways to make your
workspace interesting, this can be done by adding
some decorative plants (real or artificial), a mug
that represent your favorite fond memories, get
creative with some DIY desk, calendar, stationary
holder etc.

LIFE

Declutter your mind and free up some space
mentally. Let go sentimental clutter make you
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filled with optimism.

KEEP A GRATITUDE LOG

It’s time to count your blessings and be grateful
of all that you have, this will clam you down and
helps bring balance to your life. Spend few min-

o
v

A

utes every day to note down at least three things
you felt great about, this can include your family,
friends, school, work, belongings, anything that
made you feel happy, you can even include your
favorite shows and songs.
FOCUS ON YOUR FITNESS

Don’t wait for the gym membership you
have been planning for months, create a work-
out plan of your own. Make a schedule, go for
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a walk, follow your favorite YouTube fitness
expert at home, there are countless free apps
that offer workable routines for beginners to ex-
pert level. Map My Fitness Workout Trainers,
JEFIT, Fitbit, 8 fit are some of the apps we can
vow for and they are available for both Android
and 10S users. Health and fitness go hand in
hand; it’s time for a diet rethink. Try switching
your regular meals and experiment with new
healthy alternatives.

UNPLUG

Decluttering is not only about your physical
belongings, it goes beyond. Since we spend a lot
of our time online, we need to simplify our social
media consumption that has turned into an ob-
session. Say yes and unplug frequently to simplify
life permanently.
DR. NOUSHEEN KHALID
Ahsaspakistan786@gmail.com
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(China denounces India over banning
more 43 apps including Alilixpress

Remove a
chinese .-

Zhao’s remarks came after India blocked access to 43 mostly Chinese mobile apps,
including Alibaba Group Holding Ltd’s e-commerce app Aliexpress. A few dating
apps were also added to the block list. A statement issued by India’s Ministry of
Flectronics and Information Technology cited these apps as a threat to the country’s

sovereignty and integrity

hina expressed “grave concerns” after In-

dia banned another 43 Chinese apps, the

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson

Zhao Lijian said at a regular press briefing.
The decision clearly violated the market principles
and rules of the World Trade Organization, serious-
ly damaging the legitimate rights and interests of
Chinese enterprises, noted Zhao.

Zhao’s remarks came after India blocked access
to 43 mostly Chinese mobile apps, including Alibaba
Group Holding Ltd’s e-commerce app Aliexpress. A
few dating apps were also added to the block list. A
statement issued by India’s Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology cited these apps as a
threat to the country’s “sovereignty and integrity.”In-
dia has imposed bans on around 200 apps this year,
claiming risks to its national security.

It forbid access to 59 mostly Chinese mobile
apps including Bytedance’s TikTok and Tencent’s
‘WeChat following border skirmishes that erupted
between the two countries in June, before moving to
prohibit another 47 apps in July and over 100 Chi-
nese mobile apps, including wildly popular mobile
game PUBG, in September.

The spokesperson of the Chinese Embassy in
India, Counselor Ji Rong also responded to India’s
decision. “We firmly oppose the Indian side’s repeat-
ed use of ‘national security’ as an excuse to prohib-
it some mobile apps with Chinese background,” Ji
said. The Chinese government has always required
overseas Chinese companies to abide by internation-
al rules, operate in compliance with laws and regula-
tions and conform to public order and good morals,
stressed Ji, adding “we hope the Indian side provides
a fair, impartial and non-discriminatory business en-
vironment for all market players from various coun-
tries including China, and rectify the discriminatory
practices violating WTO rules.”

Ji emphasized that China and India are the op-
portunities of development to each other rather than
threats, and urged both sides to bring bilateral eco-
nomic and trade relations back to the right path for
mutual benefit and win-win results on the basis of
dialogue and negotiation.

India’s ban against Chinese apps not only dam-
ages the legitimate rights and interests of Chinese
investors and service providers, but also harms the
interests of Indian consumers and the investment
environment of India as an open economy, said Chi-
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nese Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM) following
the September ban. The ministry added that India
has abused the concept of “national security” and
adopted discriminatory restrictive measures against
Chinese companies, which violated the World Trade
Organization (WTO) rules.

China serves as India’s biggest source of imports.
Official data show that in 2019, the bilateral trade
volume between China and India reached $97 bil-
lion, of which India imported $78 billion from Chi-
na, accounting for two-thirds of the total trade be-
tween the two countries. The India launched a fresh

Official data show that in
2019, the bilateral trade
volume between China and
India reached $97 billion, of
which India imported $78
billion from China,
accounting for two-thirds of
the total trade between the
two countries

offensive against Chinese apps, blocking another
43 new apps, amid continued tension at the border.
With the latest move, India has banned 267 apps in
addition to getting countries such as the US to follow
suit. The government has decided to squeeze the in-
fluence and sway of Chinese apps in India in view
of the growing tensions between the two countries,
especially as they have been accused of misusing the
data of Indian citizens and businesses, surveillance
and engaging in anti-India activities.

Those ordered blocked in the previous rounds
had been served notice by the IT Ministry, and were
asked to provide details with regards to their opera-
tions in India, their subscribers, their data collection
and information processing practices, among other
things. The long list of questions also sought details
about “unauthorised data access” by the Chinese
companies to having weak security features leading
to espionage/ surveillance through unauthorised
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data access. Sources told TOI the IT ministry has
prepared a preliminary report that has been submit-
ted to the Home Ministry for further directions. “The
responses of the Chinese companies were factored in
the preparation of this report, and a final decision on
the fate of the companies will be taken at the highest
echelons of the government,” sources said. The Chi-
nese companies are so far playing a wait-and-watch
game while also keeping an eye on the growing ten-
sions between the two neighbours over worsening
border dispute. Officials at many top Chinese com-
panies say that they are yet to take a final decision on
challenging the Indian government’s order in courts.
“The legal option is always open to us. However, we
would like to first present our case and try and con-
vince the Indian government that their allegations
are baseless and not based on facts,” a senior official
with a leading Chinese company said, requesting an-
onymity. The IT ministry has said previously that it
has received many complaints from various sources,
including several reports about misuse of some mo-
bile apps available on Android and i0OS platforms for
stealing and surreptitiously transmitting users’ data
in an unauthorized manner to servers which have lo-
cations outside India.

However, a section of internet and civil society
activists have termed the government’s action as “ar-
bitrary and opaque”, alleging that the move has been
taken in a non-transparent manner. “There is little in
terms of evidence on how these apps are threaten-
ing the sovereignty, integrity, and defence of India,”
Gurshabad Grover, research manager at Centre for
Internet and Society, told TOI previously. “Arbitrary
government power has been exercised here. Remem-
ber, if today Chinese apps can be banned, tomorrow
nothing stops them from banning Indian apps in a
similar non-transparent manner,” Grover said.

Udbhav Tiwari, public policy advisor at Mozilla
who has previously worked with Google, also raised
similar concerns. “It is hard to directly provide how
they infringe the sovereignty of India. Maybe they
collect data. But these risks exist from any other apps
as well, including the American ones.”

Kazim Rizvi, founder of policy think-tank The
Dialogue, said that India currently lacks a robust
cyber security regime. “Ideally, an independent data
protection authority ought to assess apps which vio-
late individual privacy and threaten national securi-
ty,” he said. m
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n Indian illegally Occupied Jammu and Kash-

mir, the realization of fighting a futile war

against an entire population of the disputed

territory has landed Indian forces’ personnel
posted in IIOJK in a morale crisis.

A report released by Srinagar-based Research
Section of Kashmir Media Service said that the phe-
nomenon of committing suicide among the troops
shows an upward trend with 38 soldiers taking
their life, this year so far, in IIOJK as against 16 in
2019. As many as 481 Indian troops have commit-
ted suicide in the territory since January 2007. The
report citing defense analysts said that frustrated In-
dian Army cannot fight valiant Kashmiris, and the
characterless Indian Army is no match for resilient
Kashmiri people.

Meanwhile, Tehreek-e-Hurriyat Jammu and
Kashmir in a statement issued in Srinagar said, In-
dian state terrorism continues to take heavy toll on
Kashmiris for the past over seven decades, partic-
ularly after the launch of present phase of robust
freedom struggle in the territory in 1989. It said that
New Delhi had intensified its oppression against in-
nocent Kashmiris since August 05, last year when
fascist Modi-led Indian government revoked Kash-
mir’s special status. In addition to killing 256 people,
India took number of brutal steps including intro-
duction of land and domiciles laws to carry forward
its Hindutva agenda in the territory.

Posters have appeared at several districts in
IIOJK, persuading people not to participate in the
so-called upcoming District Development Council
elections which are aimed at hoodwinking the world
and furthering the occupation of the territory. The
posters read that India was hell bent on eradicating
the identity of Kashmiris through different mali-
cious tactics and continuing with the struggle for
freedom was the only way to thwart New Delhi’s
designs.

Rights activist, Mohammad Ahsan Untoo, in a
statement issued in Srinagar urged the internation-
al human rights groups to impress upon India to
release illegally detained Kashmiri women leaders
and activists Aasiya Andrabi, Fahmeeda Sofi, Na-
heeda Nasreen and others from Indian jails.

Jammu and Kashmir Ittehad-e-Islami during a
meeting in Kishtwar said that Gujjar and Bakarw-
al communities are being dislodged from their land
and houses in several areas of Jammu region to pave
the way for settlement of Hindu outsiders from In-
dia. The meeting was presided over by party leader,
Maulana Nisar Ahmad.

The wife of senior Hurriyat leader, Maulana
Abbas Ansari, passed away in Srinagar, today. Hur-
riyat leaders and organizations in their statements
expressed grief over the sad demise of the wife of
Maulana Abbas Ansari. On the other hand, around
2,342 women were among 95,723 civilians martyred
during the last 31 years due to the unabated acts of
state terrorism by Indian troops in Indian illegally
Occupied Jammu & Kashmir.

According to a report released by the Research
Section of Kashmir Media Service, on the occa-
sion of International Day for the Elimination of
Violence against Women, Indian troops molested
11,224 women during the period.

The report citing defense
analysts said that frustrated
Indian Army cannot fight
valiant Kashmiris, and the
characterless Indian Army is
no match for resilient
Kashmiri people

It maintained that the Kashmiri women have
been the worst victims of the harrowing conflict,
which rendered 22,923 women widowed since 1989.

The report deplored that the troops had been
routinely involved in harassment of women to sup-
press the Kashmiris’ ongoing liberation struggle.
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Suicide incidents
among dejected
Indian troops on rise
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The phenomenon of committing suicide among the
troops shows an upward trend with 38 soldiers taking
their life, this year so far, in [IOJK as against 16 in 2019.
As many as 48l Indian troops have committed suicide
in the territory since January 2007

It further pointed out that although men had
been subjected to enforced disappearances, but
women were adversely affected because of being re-
lated to the disappeared persons as mothers, wives,
sisters and daughters.

The report maintained that women constituted
a considerable number of mental patients, which
was well over one hundred thousand, due to the
violence perpetrated by Indian police and troops in
the occupied territory. The report said over a half
dozen women including top women resistance lead-
ers, Aasiya Andrabi, Fehmeeda Sofi and Naheeda
Nasreen are under illegal detention in India’s infa-
mous Tihar jail for the past four years while Insha
Tariq Jan, Hina Bashir Beig, Haseena Begum and
Naseema Bano, mother of a martyred Tawseef
Ahmed Sheikh, remain lodged in different jails.
Their families are worried about the well-being of
their daughters during the time of coronavirus pan-
demic, it said.

The report said that in Doda, a 90-year old Ghu-
lam Mohammad Butt died last year with the wish to
see for the one last time his daughter who was ab-
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ducted by Indian troops with the help of two Special
Police Officers at Dhar, Dhandal in Doda district in
June 2000.

The report deplored that Indian forces’ person-
nel are using molestation of women in the territory
as a weapon of war to suppress the Kashmiris’ just
struggle for securing their right to self-determina-
tion.

It said that Kashmiris resistance leaders and
human rights groups have been demanding impar-
tial investigations into the cases of rape, murder
and other human rights violations against women
including Kunanposhpora mass rape and Shopian
tragedy.

Over 100 women were gang raped by Indian
troops at Kunanposhpora in Kupwara in February
1991 while two women, Aasiya and Neelofar were
abducted, raped and subsequently killed by Indian
men in uniform in Shopian in May 2009.

A nine-year old girl, Asifa Bano, was abducted
and gang raped by Indian police personnel and fa-
natics affiliated with extremist Hindu organizations
in Kathua area of Jammu region in January 2018.=

| NOVEMBER 15 - DECEMBER 15, 2020



UEJSTHEd ‘BILNW UK INUYSEY ‘Man3lleg | 999/5SS £ LIE 150 PU0Yd "ssaudiu 0} pUNOg 2.2 SUIRILINOW JILIYSEY U JO smala Bupjelyieaiq
aup Bususey smopum anbsaimpid Aq papunouns ease Buag pue Bulup snopeds

LI SULAMVLLILLI B LICALI VM, 900Z 00 OTE0 / 98B LSS-10E0 2Pqow 341 ‘35 Ul wiRLSUR 0] JO UoISEID0 [BDadS B IO IMIRYM B0InSs Jouadns Dade

L0 SRUMLILLIUOUEOUL jIeurg HPRUO)) SR UOHRAISSSY 104 PUR 153 3y} PUBLUSP OLM 3504} J0j 51 3)ING [eRUIPISaL] Ino Junm| Jo woyds ay|

3)INS [eNuUapPISald

91INS UOOWABUOH

noybnouy sBumy Anxn) ay) s20apduwod Alues et e pue puisun nod

dj2y 03 ssamoys paglonuod asnjesaduwa) ypm ‘snopeds pue WipoLU U SWOOSIRg U |
“ease Buiny snopeds ay) ul Bupe ajenasdde | sainue) iyl pue siane) Aeap)
1SS0 UM B pUR 3§NSUS UR ‘Paq 3215 Bury e sey wooipaq

¢ Paysiwny Auebap syl SURTLINON JWYSEY SU JO SMaia Bunjeiyleaig auy) Aofus o3 woos
Butnyg e yum aouaude BupeiRi pue anbiun e SIRARI J3H0 SBUNS JOUNT SNSNPXE INQ

91INS Jounf

2}NG 2AIINDoX]

"woocfieq pany Juebaja ypm fegs sjqedofus inod Jop spag S|GRLIoILIND 'S3UC) [ERNSU Jos
ul paysiuing pue paubisap si 3 ‘pulmLN 0} Wood snopeds e SJayo Wwooy qny) snoneds ing

Wooy qnp

AALINPY TUIOF AUYSDY
Apmapny 1oafia g satuums Aol

S3)INS
wye)) JUOIA[
ML




i
.
0
o
S
S
&
*
R
E

jo. 1 Mobile Phone S

=elling Brand in Pakistar

eneral Man-
ager (GM)
Uber Pakistan

Saad Naveed
Pall in a virtual conver-
sation with Flare, dis-
cussed the changing mo-
bility trends in Pakistan,
the kind of impact they
have had on ride-hailing,
and what can we look
forward to in the coming
year, hopefully in post-
COVID-19. Saad Pall has
been affiliated with Uber
Pakistan for three years,
and hisjourney at the mul-
tinational tech company
has been full of learning
opportunities. Talking
about the ongoing global
pandemic and its overall
impact on ride-hailing,
Saad said, “This year and
its happenings have been
unprecedented from the
very beginning and none
of us expected the kind
of impact it had, not just
on mobility, but on every
aspect of our lives. On a
broader level, our mac-
roeconomic environment
has changed, and so have
consumer’s behaviour
and related technologies.
Given the circumstances,
one thing that Uber has
learnt in Pakistan is that
we need to be very nimble
and quick with adopting
new technology to match
the changing trends.”

For example, when
Pakistan went under lock-
down at the beginning
of this year, and there
were limited mobility
options that were func-
tioning, Uber proactively
launched Uber Medics,
an initiative designed spe-
cifically to provide front-
line healthcare workers
with discounted and free
rides. It eventually bene-
fitted more than 50,000

inPakistan

At Uber, we believe safety to be one of our key
priorities, and hence, we are constantly using our
technological expertise to innovate in that aspect

id MNaveed Pall

INTERVIEW | M. Fatch Farooq | |
Ride-hailing industry
still poses as a
massive opportunity

million people, and even
with all of the key players
combined, the ride-hailing
industry still poses as a
massive opportunity in the
country. It offers enough
room for all the players to
grow and thrive, and that
is what we have witnessed
during the pandemic as
well, with the way ride
recovery occurred and the
success of Uber Delivery.”

While ride-hailing has
picked up again as restric-
tions started easing up,
there is however a second
wave of Covid-19 ram-
pant in Pakistan, which
poses the risk of another
lockdown in the country.
Talking about how this
might impact the business,
Saad commented, “Right
Nnow we are experiencing
a prominent recovery in
the number of rides, espe-
cially in Karachi, Lahore,
and Islamabad. There is
uncertainty in where the
pandemic is headed, and
in case of another lock-
down, we will continue to
offer emergency services
with Uber Medics and fo-
cus on areas like Delivery
to make sure our custom-
ers are facilitated. What
we do know is that even in
case of another lockdown,
the number of trips and
business in general always
bounces back whenever
the restrictions are lifted
again. Safety is our key
priority at all times.”

On the subject of safe-
ty, we also inquired the
GM Uber Pakistan about
the recent rise in female
harassment cases in Paki-
stan, and what measures
the company is taking to
ensure female safety, “We
have invested a lot of time
and resources to make
sure we have the right

individuals and involved
12 different organisa-
tions. “Similarly, once we realised that people were
spending more time at home and needed assistance
getting everyday groceries and medicines, we were
quick to launch Uber Delivery, which my team
accomplished within seven working days. On the
whole, while ride-hailing did get impacted by the
pandemic, we have managed to adapt our model
to the varying demands and have also been seeing
an increase in the volume of our business now,” he
added.

Talking about how Uber is moving ahead using
technology to tackle the changing mobility needs,
Saad Pall revealed to Flare of the upcoming launch
of a new service called Uber Connect in Pakistan,
“Uber Connect is a service that helps you send and
receive packages, from one customer to another. Its
customized features would make it convenient for
customers to track their packages live as well. This
is the new face of Uber Delivery in Pakistan, and
Pakistan is one of the first countries in this region
to introduce Uber Connect, as a response to dy-
namic consumer needs.”

Not just this, but Uber has also altered their pol-
icies and features in the mobile app to ensure max-
imum safety for both its riders and partner drivers
as well. “At Uber, we believe safety to be one of
our key priorities, and hence, we are constantly
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using our technological expertise to innovate in
that aspect. Among other initiatives, we have sig-
nificantly invested in PPEs for our partner drivers,
that include masks, sanitizers, wipes, and also car
partition sheets separating riders from the drivers
to make the ride safer for both. They both also have
the flexibility to cancel a ride in case the rider or
the driver is not wearing a mask, without incurring
any cancellation penalty. Furthermore, we are us-

Special Assistant to Prime
Minister (SAPM) on Revenues,
Dr. Wagar Masood remarked
that with the increased incor-
poration of technology, it will
become impossible to evade
taxation

ing facial recognition technology to verify if the
drivers are wearing a mask or not,” said Saad Pall.

Talking about other players in the Pakistani
market who are involved in similar services, Saad
responded, “Pakistan is a country of close to 200
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processes and policies at
Uber, as well as adequate
features, to ensure the safety of all riders and driv-
ers. We have driver profiles that a customer can
see when they book a ride. The ‘Trusted Contacts’
feature on the app enables you to share your Uber
ride details with your friends, who will be able
to live track your location. We also have a safety
central within the app - a blue icon - that contains
all the information on insurance, safety tips, and
an emergency button. This emergency button au-
tomatically connects you to the local police when
tapped on. Additionally, we have periodic driver
trainings that we do in partnership with different
law enforcement agencies and other organizations
like the Kashf Foundation. These trainings are not
just limited to driving and traffic rules, but also fo-
cus on social norms and appropriate behaviours.”

While concluding Saad said, “It has been
a challenging time for many of us, and we have
tried our best to facilitate not just our customers
with new features and policies, but also our part-
ner drivers with incentives like Uber Pro, financial
assistance and insurance policies, and addition-
al earning opportunities with Uber Delivery and
Uber by the Hour. We are hoping that the worst
of the pandemic is now behind us, and are looking
towards safely moving forward and evolving in the
new normal.” m
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vivo's Product Manager sheds
light on product strategy,
tlagship phones and vivo's future

in Pakistan

MR. WASEEM AKRAM

r for vivo Pakistan

We reached out to the Product Manager for vivo Pakistan, Mr. Waseem Akram, for a

shortinterview to getmore clarity aboutvivo’s productstrategy, the recently launched

flagship vivo V20 series, and their plans for leading the 5G technology in Pakistan

ivo, a prominent smartphone brand, start-

ed its journey in Pakistan over three years

‘ ; ago. In a short span of time, the compa-

ny has adapted quickly to understand and

anticipate the ever-changing needs of the young

smartphone users for trendsetting technologies,

pro-photography features, and elevated mobile ex-
periences.

Currently, it is one of the top smartphone
brands in Pakistan and this rapid growth reflects
the company’s focus on having the consumer needs
effectively met. We reached out to the Product
Manager for vivo Pakistan, Mr. Waseem Akram,
for a short interview to get more clarity about vi-
vo’s product strategy, the recently launched flag-
ship vivo V20 series, and their plans for leading the
5@G technology in Pakistan.

Here’s how the conversation went:

What is your key ambition behind launching
the premium V20 flagship model? How does it fit
in the V series?

Based on vast consumer insights and industry
research, taking clearer, more beautiful photos is
the main appeal for front camera photography
among consumers.

With this motto, vivo’s V series is committed
to creating an exceptional life for young consum-
ers with technology and fashion, delivers impres-
sive photography, esp. selfie features, and is de-
sign-driven. The ultimate focus is on front camera
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photography, sleek and stylish appearance, and
powerful performance.

vivo V20 smartphone and its features also re-
flect vivo’s deep understanding of common user
problems when shooting selfies, photos, and vid-
eos with a smartphone.

V20’s leading 44MP Eye Autofocus front cam-
era allows users to unlock a new world of selfie
capabilities. Paired with the face detection (FD)
and facial landmark algorithm, independently de-
veloped by vivo, it enables rapid and intelligent
focusing in both photo and video mode, so both
faraway and near subjects can be tracked to deliver
ultra-clear photos.

The V20 front camera is also packed with a
host of additional features—Super Night Selfie,
Dual-View Video, Slo-Mo Video, Steadiface Selfie
Video—that enhance selfie quality and empower
users to record life’s special moments.

Meanwhile, the 64MP Main Camera + 8MP
Multi-Function Camera (Super Wide Angle/
Bokeh/Super Macro) + 2MP Mono Camera set-
up features Super Night Mode on the main lens,
which supports ultra-night mode for tripod shoot-
ing, wide-angle night scenes, and city night filters,
enabling users to capture stunning photos in low-
light scenarios and night portraits.

The device also features Dual-View Video in
the front camera, which allows the user to com-
bine footage captured by the front and rear cam-

| TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

eras.

Who is the primary audience of V20 and how
does it meet their aspirations and lifestyle needs?

V20 is built as both a design accessory and a
powerful computing tool for fast-moving users to
complete their everyday tasks with their mobile
camera technology packed in a sleek, but an af-
fordable device. This premium flagship model has
been created considering the changing trends in
photography, gaming, entertainment, and smart-
phone design. It is a personal technology that is
designed to reflect users’ unique and trendy life-
style.

The vivo V20 is a perfect fit for all the new-age
content creators and selfie generation and comes
with a promising lot of intensive features. It is an
ideal smartphone for those who share everyday
moments on social life like hobbies and passions.
They love taking selfies and flaunt their style with
stylish gadgets like phones.

What is the core USP of V20?7 What are the key
specifications that drive V20 purchase decisions?

With the launch of V20, vivo introduces an
industry-leading megapixel count and powerful
intelligent AF with 44MP Eye Autofocus camera
enables blazing-fast eye autofocus and constant fo-
cus tracking in photo and video capture.

According to the algorithm independent-
ly developed by vivo, which can help accurately
identify eye positions, outline orbits interactive-
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ly in real-time, and paired with hardware front/
back-facing AF module control algorithm, achieve
eye autofocus and tracking. The combination ad-
dresses subject motion in capture and produces
high-quality image content with explicit focus and
clear subject.

In rear camera photography, V20 brings the
Super Night Mode to users, restores the purity of
image with the noise cancellation algorithm, and
coupled with the Sky Divider algorithm which
seamlessly separates backgrounds for authentic
touch-ups. In the added Ultra-night tripod mode,
it stably increases exposure to make the image
brighter and enhance image quality.

When it comes to form factor, V20 uses AG
Matte Glass paired with a battery cover to provide
a comfortable hold while also add a subtle luxury
to the aesthetic. In combination with the ultimate
hardware stack optimization scheme, the slim
body gives users a simple, stylish look.

In terms of performance, V20 is even pow-
ered by Qualcomm® Snapdragon™ 720G, an
upper-middle end processor, for the first time, to
deliver a smooth experience to users.

What is AF feature and how it is different from
fixed focus? What makes this feature stand out in
V20?

What distinguishes the Autofocus feature from
Fixed Focus is the need to need to manually ad-
just the focus and then holding the camera very
steady to avoid blurry shots. For single-person
photography, two-person group photography, and
multi-person group photography, fixed focus caus-

[ ey vy ye—

es poor image clarity for people behind the group
due to the fixed focal length (FF), and often only
the front person is clear in the group photo.

AF is more obvious for improving the clarity
of everyone in multi-person co-production, espe-
cially long-distance. For mobile phone front vid-
eo applications, AF can better meet the clear de-
mands of video users when using them.

The 44MP Eye Autofocus Front Camera will
bring clear photo capture either in short or long
distance and present fine content details, from
close featuring face details to taking selfies with a
selfie stick in super-long distance.

Meanwhile, real-time Eye Autofocus will also
bring high-quality video content to users in dy-
namic capture scenarios such as livestreaming and
vlog recording and is perfect for inspiring the bud-
ding shutterbug in you.

How was the reception of V19 in the market?
What are your forecast and expectations from the
V20 smartphone launch?

We are pleased to say that vivo V19 was very
well received in the market and the smartphone,
in many ways, proved to be a game-changer in the
premium league of smartphones. V19 is an exam-
ple of vivo’s approach towards ‘customer-centric’
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innovations.

With a superb front camera housing super
night selfie, aura screen light, and super wide-an-
gle, the V19 delivers on the promise of providing a
feature-rich smartphone that elevates your camera
experience.

With V20, we are aiming to further the legacy
of V19 by setting newer benchmarks in the smart-
phone industry in terms of photography experi-
ence and smartphone design.

vivo has continuously innovated to meet the
diverse consumer demands for use. In the V series
with a focus on front camera photography, V20
is introduced to become the industry’s leading
smartphone in front camera photography perfor-
mance and build a share of mind as the front cam-
era photography flagship.

We envision the vivo V20 to be the showstop-
per in the league of premium Smartphones and
are confident that the handset will be loved by the
trendy youth.

What is your go-to-market strategy for the new
V20 smartphone?

vivo’s global strategy is Glocal, “More Local,
More Global”. Our go-to-market strategy also re-
flects that we respect local talent, local partners,
and local consumer habits. No matter how many
countries/regions vivo enters, we will influence
local consumers with local thinking, local culture,
and local management, move from understanding
local markets to adapting to local markets.

Vivo is very proactive when it comes to mar-
keting and promoting the brand. We embrace a
360-degree marketing strategy including various
locally available conventional and traditional
mediums like ATL, BTL, print media, television
commercials, social media, celebrity endorse-
ments, and on-ground activities.

For vivo V20 too, we have adopted an identical
comprehensive approach and we are emboldened
that our efforts will help us in bringing the product
to the market successfully.

What are your future plans for the V-series?

vivo is committed to bringing innovative tech-
nology and best in class features to the users and
will soon be announcing more exciting smart-
phones in the V series. With every innovation, we
aim to set a new benchmark in the smartphone in-
dustry and the next product in the V series line up
will surely take the industry by storm.

V20, the latest product in the V series, has a
more powerful photography function to make
user’s capture experience richer and funnier and
a sleek design to complement their lifestyle. V20
series will be continuously updated and upgraded
based on consumer insights and focuses more on
functionality.

Users can expect the entire V20 series to have
further improvements in performance over its pre-
decessors, remains unchanged in the price level,
and offers users with a better product

Currently, we are focusing on our latest flag-
ship launch V20 in the V series and introducing
it as the front camera photography flagship with
innovative features, sleek and stylish appearance.

How has vivo’s journey been in Pakistan and
what are a few learning outcomes that the brand
has experienced over the years?

Pakistan has always been a very exciting and
important market for vivo. We are a young brand
in the nation, but our new-age approach has en-
abled us to leave a positive impression in the Paki-
stani smartphone industry. Within just three years
of entering the Pakistani market, vivo has carved
a niche for itself in designing and developing the
latest in smartphone technology.

As a consumer demand-focused company,
vivo has conducted in-depth market research in
different geographies to better understand the us-
ers’ demand in Pakistan. The youth nowadays is
constantly on the lookout for a smartphone featur-
ing excellent front camera photography to record
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great moments in life and slim, sleek look to keep
up with the latest trends. Keeping this ‘custom-
er-centric’ approach at heart, we have crafted all
our products to meet the spirited lifestyle of the
youth.

The Pakistani youth is actively adopting a more
vibrant and trendier lifestyle and we are seeing an
inclination in photography hotshots in the nation.
To meet this gap for a powerful photography de-
vice that suits the spirited lifestyle of the youth,
vivo has conceptualized the V20.

With the vivo V20, we aim to deliver a device
that compliments and awakens the inner photog-
raphy buff in the youth and are very optimistic
that the smartphone will revolutionize industry
standards around the globe.

How does the smartphone landscape look from
this standpoint and what is the kind of trends that
can be expected out of the market going forward?

The smartphone landscape of the Pakistani
market is flooded with opportunities as the market
is multiplying manifold and houses tremendous
potential.

The number of mobile connections in Pakistan
in January 2020 was equivalent to 75% of the to-
tal population with more than 75 million internet
users. Therefore, we are highly optimistic that
Pakistan will become one of the fastest-growing
smartphone markets very soon.

With the smartphone industry on the verge
of blossoming, we are expecting to see a growing
demand for innovative smartphones with leading

"1

§ .
camera capabilities and sleek design. There might
also be fast-paced advancements in the 5G capa-
bilities in the nation and there will be a rise in the
demand for smartphones that enable you to do
more than what a regular handset offers.

What is vivo’s vision on 5G and the way for-
ward?

When it comes to technological innovations,
vivo is committed to proactively working for the
development of 5G technologies in the upcoming
years. Vivo believes that the deep integration of Al
and 5G is the way to go for smartphone develop-
ment in the 5G era. 5G smartphones will become
the data center to bridge the users with the digital
world, and a link to provide finer services to im-
prove consumers’ lives.

Committed to the simple yet absolute goal of
striving for purposeful innovation and leading
technology, vivo endeavors to not only set the
standard for what the smartphone industry but
also become a trailblazer in mobile technology.

With innovation being its philosophy at heart,
we at vivo look forward to accomplishing many
more milestones in the country and across the
globe. m
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Global tech giants
threatened to quit
Pakistan over new
censorship laws

Under the new law, tech companies that reportedly
fail to remove or block the unlawful content from their
platforms within 24 hours of notice from regulator
authorities can face a fine of up to $3.14 million and also
requires companies to have a local office

mazon, Facebook, Google, Twitter and
other members of the Asia Internet Co-
alition (AIC) have threatened to leave
Pakistan after the government granted
powers to local regulators to censor digital content.
Prime Minister Imran Khan granted the Paki-
stan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) the pow-
er to remove and block digital content that might
harm, intimidate or incite disapproval of the gov-
ernment or hurt the integrity, security, and defense
of Pakistan. AIC submitted recommendations for
the Pakistan Personal Data Protection Bill as “the
protection of personal data is an important compo-
nent of any privacy framework and we appreciate
the opportunity to provide additional feedback on
the Draft Bill,” the AIC wrote in a blog post. “We
recognize the on-going efforts of the Ministry of
Information Technology and Telecommunications
(MOITT) in further fine-tuning the draft legislation
but in its current form, this draft presents significant
interoperability issues and falls short of internation-
al best practices.”
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The statement goes on to explain how it will
adversely impact on Pakistan digital strategy and
make it difficult for foreign companies to operate
their services to its businesses and users.

The AIC believes the
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regulator authorities can face a fine of up to $3.14
million and also requires companies to have a local
office.

Countries like Pakistan and India contribute lit-
tle to the bottom line for tech companies. But India,
which has proposed several protectionist laws in
recent years, has largely escaped any major protest
from global tech companies because of its size. Pa-
kistan has about 75 million internet users.

Based on the new rule, Pakistan banned PUBG
Mobile and blocked TikTok. Pakistan has a long
history of bans on social media platforms. In 2010,
the Lahore High Court directed the government to
block access to Facebook; a ban that lasted for a
few days. Similarly, YouTube was blocked in Pa-
kistan for three years. The Islamabad High Court
issued orders in 2018 directing the PTA to swiftly
deal with illegal content online, threatening other-
wise that the courts would be compelled to block
social media websites such as Twitter and Face-
book. Last year the PTA reported to the Nation-
al Assembly Standing Committee on Information
Technology and Telecom that a total of 900,000
URLSs have been blocked in the country. More re-
cently, the PTA, acting upon directions of the La-
hore High Court, ‘temporarily banned’ the popular
mobile-based game PUBG. Earlier this month, a
petition was filed at the Lahore High Court calling
for a ban on TikTok.

The internet is a medium for expression, rang-
ing from political to artistic content, and access to
information that includes vital health information,
news and entertainment. Applications such as Tik-
Tok and Bigo Live are video-based platforms used
by a diverse set of users for expressing their right to
speech and accessing content, both rights guaran-
teed under Articles 19 and 19A of the Constitution
of Pakistan. Any curtailment of these rights needs
to be proportionate in nature, necessary to the spe-
cific harm being caused and established by law.
Blanket bans on social media platforms are neither
proportionate, necessary to the harm stated in by
the PTA nor justified by law.

On the other hand, Tania Aidrus, former spe-
cial assistant to the prime minister on e-governance
and head of the Digital Pakistan Vision initiative,
has returned to the mainstream after launching her
YouTube channel. “Some of you know me as the
ex-Googler. Some of you know me as Digital Paki-
stan. Some of you know me as the former special
assistant to the prime minister,” begins Tania’s first
video on her newly launched channel, Digital Pa-
kistan.

“But that’s less important,” she continues, be-
fore talking about the motivations behind this chan-
nel and what she hopes to achieve with it.

“This channel will aim to answer your ques-
tions,” the former SAPM says, before sharing ex-
amples of questions that people have asked her on
Twitter, including the people who have inspired her
as well as what the biggest turning point was in her
life. She clarified that the idea behind the channel
wasn't to use it as a platform to talk about herself.
If anything, she wanted to use the medium to share
the stories of some of our biggest Pakistani heroes
with the whole world.

She also brought up the immense potential of
the youth in Pakistan, and encouraged the coun-
try’s youthful population to

rules would make it ex-
tremely difficult for AIC
members to provide their
services to users and
businesses, and urges
the government to work
with these companies on
“practical, clear rules that
protect the benefits of the
internet and keep people
safe from harm.” AIC
members also include

The statement goes on to
explain how it will adverse-
ly impact on Pakistan digital
strategy and make it difficult
for foreign companies to
operate their services (o its
businesses and users

follow their dreams and go
do what they want.

She also talked about
the Digital Pakistan ini-
tiative, a movement ‘“that
was started for all of you,
and it was really only go-
ing to be achieved if all of
us come together”.

Finally, she stressed the
importance of the Internet
and its accessibility for the

Apple, Airbnb, Expedia

Group, LinkedIn, Rakuten, SAP, Yahoo and oth-
ers. Under the new law, tech companies that report-
edly fail to remove or block the unlawful content
from their platforms within 24 hours of notice from
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masses, saying that we Pa-
kistanis believe we have three fundamental rights:
roti, kapra, and makaan. However, there was a need
to update our rights, and include access to Internet
as one of our fundamental rights as well. =
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ut-of-school kids and adult predators

spending more time at home and on the

internet during the coronavirus pandem-

ic is the “perfect storm” driving a spike in
online child sex abuse around the world, activists
and police say.

From slums in the Philippines to Australia’s
suburbs, the cross-border crime has mushroomed
as offenders take advantage of school closures and
lockdowns to reach children -- either in person or
via social media, gaming sites and the dark web.

In Australia, federal police received more than
21,000 reports of child sex abuse in the 12 months
to June 30, an increase of over 7,000 cases on the
previous year.

Their investigators also recorded a 136 percent
increase in online child sex exploitation material.

“Some of those dark web sites are actually crash-
ing because they’re not coping with the amount of
traffic,” Australian Federal Police detective superin-
tendent Paula Hudson said.

She said police “directly attribute” the “incredi-
ble influx” to offenders and children spending more
time at home because of lockdowns and school
closures, with youngsters often left unsupervised as
parents juggle work and care responsibilities.

“Covid-19 lockdowns created the perfect storm
for increases in online sexual exploitation of chil-
dren,” explained John Tanagho of the Internation-
al Justice Mission in Manila.

The Philippine government saw a 260 percent
increase in reports of online child abuse materials
from March to May -- when the country was in a
strict lockdown, UNICEF said.

Investigators are even “seeing Covid-specific
child exploitation forums where (offenders) are dis-
cussing the opportunities that have arisen during
the Covid period”, Hudson revealed, including one
with 1,000 members.

Live-streaming sexual abuse

Online sexual exploitation of children is a
“crime of opportunity” driven by demand from sex
offenders, said Tanagho.

The abuse is often repeated regularly to create
new material.

With jobs and income lost and more time spent
at home as a result of strict virus measures, in the
Philippines many of the victims are first abused by
their own parents, who livestream the sexual vio-
lence for predators in wealthy Western nations.

“The sexual abuse is directed, it’s paid for and
it’s consumed live by child sex offenders around the
world who don’t need to leave the comfort of their
home,” Tanagho said.

Children are abused for an average of two years
before being rescued, he added, but the trauma is
long-lasting.

Mellanie Olano, lead social worker with the In-
ternational Justice Mission in Manila, told AFP: “It
is a bit chaotic whenever we enter the house where
the abuse is happening, the children are all crying.”

Young victims are often on high alert, experi-
ence hyperarousal, suffer sleep issues, difficulty
concentrating and struggle to control their emo-
tions.

“Of course, because most of the perpetrators
are the parents... they are separated from their par-
ents,” she added.

Predators pounce in minutes

In Indonesia -- which along with the Philippines
has become a global hotspot for child sex abuse --
around 20 percent of children surveyed by ECPAT,
an international NGO working to end child ex-
ploitation, reported predatory behaviour online.

Police in West Java province recently uncovered
a group on popular messaging app LINE that facil-
itated “live nude shows” including several minors.

Among them was a 14-year-old girl who was
convinced to do a strip show while her parents
thought she was doing homework online in her
room.

The group’s membership has tripled to 600 since
the pandemic began.

“Parents must be even more careful to monitor
their children’s online activities because it can take
just minutes for them to become a perpetrator or
a victim in online crimes,” criminal division head
Teuku Rasya Khadafi said. “Everything is there on
the internet.”

Former Australian cop Glen Hulley at anti-traf-
ficking organisation Project Karma said paedo-
philes are also bypassing parents by using gaming
platforms.

“What mostly we found during this lockdown
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Covid-19 lockdowns
drive spike in online
thld abuse
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A network of suspected offenders was identified across
Furope, Asia, Ganada and New Zealand, with police
making almost 150 referral to their counterparts in
those regions

period is that perpetrators are trying to reach the
kids in a popular app for kids, such as online gam-
ing platforms with chat features,” he said.

Activists have reported adults pretending to be
peers, famous YouTubers or even celebrities like
Justin Bieber.

“Once the initial interaction started, they asked
them to chat in other platforms so that they could
be in contact without any disturbance from the
game,” Hulley said.

Young victims are often on high
alert, experience hyperarousal,
suffer sleep issues, difficulty
concentrating and struggle to
control their emotions

It is not only children in developing countries
that are being sexually abused.

In recent months, Australian police arrested 15
men accused of producing or sharing child abuse
material online and identified 46 alleged victims,
including 16 at a single childcare centre.

They ranged from 16 months to 15 years, with
an average age of eight years.

Tip of the iceberg

Tackling the issue has been further complicated
by the pandemic.

Before Australia closed its international bor-
ders to stop the spread of the virus, police regularly
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arrested suspected child abusers as they returned
home on flights from Southeast Asia.

But as offenders have moved online in great-
er numbers, Hudson says police have followed
them, working more closely across with interna-
tional counterparts by using virtual tools such as
video conferencing.

“Certainly the Covid pandemic has not ham-
pered anything -- if anything it’s actually in-
creased our cooperation,” she said.

“The more we're investigating and the more
we’re getting ahead, the more offenders that are
revealed,” she added.

The alleged Australia-based child sex abuse
ring was busted after a tip-off from US authori-
ties, who also arrested three Americans.

A network of suspected offenders was identi-
fied across Europe, Asia, Canada and New Zea-
land, with police making almost 150 referral to
their counterparts in those regions.

Tanagho, though, is less optimistic that au-
thorities are making headway.

“This is a massive, massive problem and glob-
ally... this is just the tip of the iceberg,” he said.

As well as greater law enforcement, Tanagho
said tech companies needed to do more to devel-
op tools that could catch livestreamed abuse in
action. “If sex offenders and traffickers fear being
detected by the platforms they’re using, if they
fear being arrested... then they are much less like-
ly to abuse children online,” he said.

“The easy money or the sexual gratification
is just not worth being caught and sent
to prison.” m
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Kaavan elephant reaches
Cambodia after 35 years in
captivity in Islamabad zoo

After more than 35 years in Captwlty in an Islamabad zoo, the pachyderm will now be
taken from Siem Reap airport to the Cambodia Wildlife Sanctuary in the country’s

north, where a newly constructed shelter awaits

lonely elephant whose poor living condi-
tions triggered a global outcry arrived in
Cambodia after leaving Pakistan on a spe-
cial cargo plane.

“He has landed,” Martin Bauer, a spokesman for
Four Paws International, one of the groups behind
the relocation effort, told dpa. “He was calm the en-
tire flight.”

Amir Khalil, a veterinarian for Four Paws, said
that he behaved like a “frequent flyer” and the flight
was luckily uneventful.

After more than 35 years in captivity in an Islam-
abad zoo, the pachyderm will now be taken from
Siem Reap airport to the Cambodia Wildlife Sanctu-
ary in the country’s north, where a newly construct-
ed shelter awaits.

He will be housed in a smaller enclosure to first
get used to his new surroundings, and then to his
new family: After the period of acclimation, Kaavan
will be able to roam within the 12,000-hectare sanc-
tuary and interact with the three female elephants
living there.

His arrival marks the culmination of a years-long
effort by wildlife activists to free Kaavan from Mar-
ghazar Zoo, where he was kept isolated and in poor
conditions.

Pakistan had been opposed to the project for
years, but a court in May ruled that the zoo should
be closed and the elephant should be taken to a pro-
tected area.

The rescue mission was partly funded by singer
Cher, who travelled to Pakistan to see Kaavan off
before flying to Cambodia, where she met the plane
on the tarmac.

The flight cost around 250,000 euros (300,000
dollars), according to Four Paws. The team of an-
imal activists had to first go into quarantine upon
arriving in Cambodia.

The Asian elephant was 1 year old when he
arrived from Sri Lanka in 1985. Kavaan was a gift
from the Sri Lankan government to the former dic-
tator and general, Zia ul-Haq. His plight gained in-
ternational attention, and an online petition for the
elephant’s release garnered over 200,000 signatures
in 2016.

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

Kaavan had developed psychological problems
due to his past, Khalil told dpa earlier this month at
the zoo.

He said a few keepers looked after the elephant
and he was left alone after the death of his partner
eight years ago. The elephant had turned aggressive
and was seen constantly bobbing his head and was
not friendly even to his keepers.

FOUR PAWS CEO Josef Pfabigan adds: “I am
very proud of our organisation for making history
with this rescue mission. FOUR PAWS raised inter-
national attention to show the suffering of countless
wild animals in captivity. With Kaavan’s transfer
to a species-appropriate sanctuary, we demonstrate
how life for so many animals can be improved which
are still kept in substandard zoos around the world.
FOUR PAWS stands for revealing suffering, rescu-
ing animals in need and protecting them.”

Military escort and official farewell from the
President

A few days before Kaavan’s
relocation, President Dr Arif
Alvi and the First Lady came to
Marghazar Zoo to officially bid
farewell to the elephant,
originally a gift from Sri Lanka

A few days before Kaavan’s relocation, President
Dr Arif Alvi and the First Lady came to Marghazar
Zoo to officially bid farewell to the elephant, orig-
inally a gift from Sri Lanka. On the day of depar-
ture, the military monitored how the crane loaded
the transport crate with Kaavan inside, weighing a
total of eleven tonnes, onto a truck. FOUR PAWS,
accompanied by a military escort, then took Kaavan
to the Islamabad International Airport, where an Ily-
ushin I1-76, a Russian transport aircraft, was already
waiting for the elephant and the rescue team. Kaavan
will remain fully conscious during the approximate-
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ly ten-hour flight from Pakistan to Cambodia, with
a stopover in India. He travels with heavy luggage:
200 kilograms of food are available for him to snack
on during the journey. In his transport crate, a tube
system was installed to intercept up to 200 litres of
urine. The FOUR PAWS team will accompany the
elephant to his final destination and is also on board
the cargo plane to continuously monitor Kaavan’s
health and safety.

The last animals of Marghazar Zoo

With Kaavan, another animal is leaving Margha-
zar Z0o, which is about to close its gates for good.
Before that, FOUR PAWS, together with the Islam-
abad Wildlife Management Board, has already safe-
ly relocated three wolves, some monkeys and all the
rabbits that also lived locked up in the zoo. Current-
ly only two Himalayan brown bears, one deer and
one monkey remain in the zoo. FOUR PAWS plans
to bring the two former dancing bears Suzie and
Bubloo to Jordan in mid-December. Together with
the Princess Alia Foundation, FOUR PAWS runs
the ‘Al Ma’wa for Nature and Wildlife’ wildlife sanc-
tuary near Amman. American businessman Eric S.
Margolis is providing financial support for the rescue
mission of the bears and other animals. He has also
paid half the cost of Kaavan’s flight. Solutions for
the remaining monkey and deer are currently being
finalised.

From wildlife sanctuary to substandard zoo

The 28-hectare Marghazar Zoo was originally
opened in 1978 as a wildlife sanctuary in the Mar-
galla Hills in Islamabad but was later converted into
a zoo. The zoo has been owned by the capital Islam-
abad since its opening. Elephant Kaavan came to
Pakistan as a gift from Sri Lanka in 1985. From 1990
on, he shared his enclosure at Marghazar Zoo with
his partner Saheli, but since her death in 2012, Kaa-
van has lived a lonely existence. The zoo repeatedly
made headlines because of its poor keeping condi-
tions. Only in July 2020 shocking videos of two lions
fighting a fire in their small enclosure appeared. Both
big cats eventually died because of smoke inhalation.
In recent years, over 500 zoo animals have been re-
ported missing, and in the last four years alone, over
two dozen animals have died at Marghazar Zoo. =
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Selling Brand in Fakistan

UPaisa App simplifies cashless transactions: An-
other step towards the vision for Digital Pakistan

Islamabad: To accelerate
the pace of digitization in Pak-
istan and make the transition to
cashless payments swift for cus-
tomers, UPaisa has launched a
new mobile application. With a
simple and user-friendly inter-
face, the UPaisa app allows its
users to avail multiple financial
services through one platform.
For Android and IOS users the
app is available on the given
1 i n k
(http://onelink.to/g48y9g).

The UPaisa app focuses on
simplicity and enables users to
navigate with ease. They can
make payments with a few taps
and avail diversified services
without any hassle. The clean
interface gives you the freedom
to perform transactions quickly.

The transaction history and
balance are visible to customers
on the main screen. Thus, there
is no need to go through multi-
ple pages or check infinite icons
to perform the desired func-
tion. The user-friendly applica-
tion empowers users to perform
their transactions without any
fear and gives them a safe and
secure option not only to trans-
fer money, but also to do much
more.

Using the app, customers
can transfer funds anywhere
across the country, recharge
balance for all telecom opera-
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tors and pay bills from the com-
fort of their homes. They can
also subscribe to their favorite
Super Card family product, or,
order the UPaisa debit card and
have it delivered to their
doorstep. Similarly, customers
can pay by scanning Master-
Card QR codes at any retail
shop, restaurant or petrol sta-
tion.

The user-friendly app al-
lows customers to track their
monthly usage, and keep a tab
on their daily, monthly or
yearly spending limits and sub-
scribe to email transaction
alerts.

Strengthening the cashless

payment structure in the Pak-
istani ecosystem has never been
more crucial. The UPaisa app
is a complete payment platform
as it encourages it’s users to
adopt the digital way of life in a
convenient manner, thus sup-
porting the Digital Pakistan ini-
tiative. ‘UPaisa karo aagay
barho!’

Ufone’s digital payment
options: quick and hassle free
solution

The exponential increase in
Covid-19 cases across Pakistan
has once again created a diffi-
cult situation for citizens. Being
a people centric brand, the
safety and security of cus-

tomers is of utmost importance
to Ufone. Hence the company
is providing online balance
recharge service so customers
can avoid unnecessary Vvisits to
retailers or service centers.

Various options have been
provided to customers includ-
ing payment through UPaisa,
My Ufone App using, Ufone
website, online banking tools &
other mobile financial services.
The company aims to facilitate
as many people as possible
through these channels.

You can buy any Ufone
bundle or recharge your bal-
ance using My Ufone App
through Debit/Credit Cards or

through your UPaisa account.
Customers can download My
Ufone app from Google Play
Store or Apple store. Once the
payment is made, a confirma-
tion message will be sent.

Ufone's online recharge can
even be done through the offi-
cial website which is a secured
payment option and allows you
to recharge your Pre-paid ac-
count or make Post-paid bill
payments.

Another viable option is
UPaisa service. Customers can
pay their Postpay bills or buy
Prepaid recharge and bundles
by simply dialing *786#.

With UShare service, cus-
tomers can share PKR 600 per
transaction and maximum four
transactions can be made every
day making the cumulative
transaction amount up to PKR
2,400 with another Ufone cus-
tomer. Ufone subscribers can
simply dial*828*Recipient
Number* Amount# and share
balance with ease & comfort.
Service charge of PKR 2.99 ap-
plies per transaction.

Ufone customers can even
benefit from online internet
banking channels, other mobile
financial services, partners like
Daraz & Careem to perform
recharge transactions or sub-
scribe to their favorite bundles
& offers. m

PTCL integrates Avaya with its digital education platform

Islamabad: Pakistan Telecommuni-

Hasham Khan, Chief Business Services

current challenges facing the education

APAC, Middle East and Africa,

cation Company Limited (PTCL) has
partnered with Avaya (NYSE: AVYA)
on QTaleem, an online digital learning
education platform, part of the PTCL
Education Cloud solution offering.

Launching nationwide, PTCL
QTaleem delivers a 360-degree digital
education experience, enabling school
administrators, teachers, and students to
be as productive online as they are on-
campus. Being fully cloud-based, it de-
livers an end-to-end school management
system, offering multitenancy, regional
language support, quick installation and
onboarding, and the ability to host live
and recorded video classes.

Hosted on the secure PTCL TIA942
Rated-3 Data Center, PTCL QTaleem
enables the delivery of an entire educa-
tional experience, from online training
to support for boarding and operations,
through a single window. The applica-
tion-based platform will make learning
more engaging, creating a holistic learn-
ing experience.

Speaking on the partnership, Zarrar

Officer, PTCL, said, “As a national car-
rier, PTCL is enabling an online educa-
tion framework that has the potential to

sector in the country by bringing trans-
formational change to delivering educa-
tion, which is in line with Digital

help more than 53 million students
across the country. With this strategic
partnership, we are able to address the

Pakistan.”
Speaking on the occasion, Nour El
Atassi, Director, Service Providers —

Avaya, said, “Our partnership with
PTCL brings a video collaboration so-
lution to schools across Pakistan, en-
abling learning to take place anytime
and anywhere. The current scenario
has proved that the dissemination of
knowledge is not dependent on a phys-
ical campus or traditional classroom.
We look forward to supporting the
country as it massively expands its
reach of knowledge across the board.”

Avaya Spaces, the all-in-one video
collaboration app for the digital work-
place, integrates with PTCL’s
QTaleem and enables the delivery of
seamless video classes. This integra-
tion brings a campus-like experience to
virtual classes, leveraging Avaya
Spaces’ ability to centralize voice,
video, messaging, chat, and task man-
agement into a single application ac-
cessible through a desktop or mobile.
This solution will facilitate educa-
tional institutions, both on- and off-
campus, as they move towards blended
education models.m
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Selling Brand in Pakistan

Zong launches ‘Taleem Bundle’ for Allama Igbal
Open University to support e-learning

Islamabad: To equip stu-
dents with the fastest data
connectivity for distant and e-
learning programs, Zong has
introduced a comprehensive
data package called ‘Taleem
Bundle’ for the students of Al-
lama Igbal Open University
(AIOU).

The signing ceremony
took place at AIOU where
Zong 4G’s Director Govt and
Corporate Sales & Services
Mr. Farhan Zakir, and AIOU
Chairman & Dean Prof. Dr.
Nasir Mahmood signed the
agreement in presence of
Moied Javeed, Acting Chief
Commercial Officer, Zong
4G, and other key representa-
tives from both the organiza-
tions.

Zong 4G’s partnership
with AIOU is a testament to
Zong'’s relentless focus on dig-
ital inclusion for the masses
and youth, an area in which
Zong continues to dominate
with market-leading services,
products, and solutions. Zong

4G is a frontrunner of the

ICT-powered digital transfor-

mation in the country helping

key sectors adopt digitization

and providing them with in-

novative tools to keep abreast
2 ——_

with the global digital revolu-
tion.

“Taleem bundle is a joint
venture of AIOU and Zong
4G which will enable e-learn-
ing and encourage students to
benefit from distant-learning,
Zong 4G is aligned with Gov-
ernment of Pakistan’s ambi-
tion of a Digital Pakistan and
our partnership with AIOU is

in-line with our commitment
of enabling the country’s de-
velopment through digital so-
lutions,” said the
spokesperson of CMPAK

The largest, widest, and
fastest 4G network of the coun-
try is focusing on digital inclu-
sion and supporting students
with the best data connectivity
in Pakistan. The strategic col-
laboration will enable seamless
connectivity and unmatched
services to these students for an
enhanced learning experience.

“We are grateful to Zong

4G for its contributions and
support in developing cus-
tomized data bundle for our
students at a very nominal cost.
Through the partnership, we
aim to provide social service to
those students who are from
humbler backgrounds and can-
not afford to access their edu-
cation online,” said AIOU
Dean Prof. Dr. Nasir Mah-
mood.

He added, “With over 1.4
million current student enroll-
ments, AIOU is constantly de-
veloping professionally and is
committed to progress that’s in
line with the evolving global
trends. With partnerships like
this, we can accomplish these
goals faster and more effi-
ciently.”

Zong 4G is the leader of
digital transformation in Pak-
istan. Being the pioneer of 4G
in the country and the first
mover of 5G technology in
Pakistan, Zong 4G is commit-
ted to excellence and innova-
tion.m

realme & Daraz geared up for another Sale Daraz 12 12

realme is one of the top-
selling smartphone brands in
Pakistan catering to all
phone requirements one
might seek at exceptional
prices. realme partnered with
Daraz.pk for the Daraz 11.11
sale becoming the the Top
most sold brand (GMV) in
November. The brand part-
ners again for an exclusive
sale for Daraz 12.12 from
December 12 till December
18, 2020.

realme is a highly popular
mobile phone brand and of-
fers multiple smartphones
and AloT products for its
customers. The products in-

clude anything from wire-
less earphones, Bluetooth
earbuds, and mid-range
phones to premium flagship
phones with the latest tech-
nology and artistic designs

along with recently launched
realme C15 snapdragon ver-

sion for entry level C series.
Following are the details of
realme’s offers for Daraz 12
12. realme c15 features 6000
mAh Mega Battery along-
with 18W quick charging.
Modern back design square
share quad camera setup
with 6.5 inch Mini Drop Dis-
play on the front.

When it comes to online
sales, realme has become
very popular for online flash
sales and one of the top two
brands sold out in both Octo-
ber and November. The
brand introduced six new
products in November which
include two phones and four

AloT products. realme watch
S and realme buds air pro are
some hot selling products in
Category N.

realme gives one of the
best Android experiences at
an affordable price and fits
the usage for every type of
tech user in Pakistan. For an
exclusive realme experience,
buy your next realme prod-
ucts online from realme
Daraz and get it delivered to
your doorstep hassle-free.
Daraz also offers its cus-
tomers to buy realme phones
in installment with EMI
plans with 0% markup and
hassle-free 14 days returns. m

MediaTek set to power premium gaming smartphones in Pakistan

Karachi: MediaTek, the
world’s 4th largest global fab-
less semiconductor company,
today announced its G-series
chipsets that will power the
next wave of gaming devices
from leading smartphone
brands in Pakistan. The gam-
ing-focused MediaTek Helio
G-series family consists of the
new MediaTek Helio G95,
aimed at premium users, G90
series, G85, G80, G70, G35,
and G25 chips. MediaTek ex-
pects the first smartphones
powered by the G-series chips
to be launched early in 2021.

The powerful MediaTek
Helio G95 offers gaming en-
thusiasts faster performance
and high-end features like ad-
vanced multi-camera photog-
raphy — up to 4 cameras, with
an inbuilt Al processing unit

(APU). It provides dual wake-
up word support and enables
HDRI10 standard display,
which can be enhanced to ap-
proach HDR10+ quality in
real-time. The chip is
equipped with an ultra-low-
power, always-on DSP that
supports dual wake-up word
detection, ensuring seamless
concurrence between two par-
allel Voice Wakeup (VoW)
functions. The ultra-low-
power DSP minimizes power
consumption of applications
such as the always-on Google
Assistant and supports multi-
ple keyword triggers and vir-
tual assistants.

“Pakistan is a young and
rising global market with
many multinationals includ-
ing MediaTek seeing potential
growth in it regarding Mobile

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL ‘

phones, Consumer Electron-
ics, and other Smart Products.
Pakistan has a great growth
potential accelerating migra-
tion from 2G Feature Phones
to 4G Smartphones with a
population of over 200M and
around 12M unit smartphone
market annually. In the com-
ing days, we will work to sup-
port this Smartphone
acceleration on two fronts.
First to bring more flagship
phones in the market with the
help of Smartphone brands
such as Xiaomi, RealMe, In-
finix, and others with our
Helio G-Series focusing on
Mobile Gaming. Secondly, we
would work with Mobile Op-
erators on network support for
the latest 4G technology such
as Voice over LTE (VoLTE)
and KaiOS Digit 4G Smart

Feature Phone running on our
entry 4G SOC” said Rami
Osman, Director MEA, Me-
diaTek.

Globally, the year 2020
has been significant for Medi-
aTek, with a strong focus on
5@G, gaming, Wi-Fi 6, and
AIoT capabilities. MediaTek
has a well-adjusted portfolio
across smartphones, smart
homes, and other segments.
MediaTek smartphones and
tablets contribute about 43%-
48% of the total revenue,
while 28-33% revenue covers
VAD, AloT, Power Manage-
ment, Connectivity Solutions
like Wi-Fi, and Bluetooth.
The remaining 20-25% of the
revenue from other categories
including Digital TVs, DVD
Players, Optical Storage, and
Feature phones, etc. m
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Engro Fertilizers

wins prestigious

IFA Green Leaf
Award

Karachi: Engro Fertilizers
has secured the first runner up
position in nitrogenous fertiliz-
ers category at the Interna-
tional Fertilizers Association
(IFA) Green Leaf Award 2020.

On being announced the
award winner, Nadir Qureshi,
CEO of Engro Fertilizers,
said, “Safety is our license to
operate. The company’s entire
leadership and Daharki site
team are personally committed
to uphold safety principles in
everything that we do. It is the
foundation on which we have
built trust with our employees,
business partners and stake-
holders over the last 54 years”.

The prestigious IFA Green
Leaf Award is considered as
the gold standard for fertilizer
manufacturers around the
globe. Every two years, the
award recognizes outstanding
performance in safety, health
and environmental (SHE) in
fertilizer production among
the Association’s membership.
The evaluation process for the
award is done by a panel of in-
dependent judges involving
performance records in key
areas of lost-time injury, sick-
ness rate, and yearly emissions
for the previous five years.m

-

State Life Insurance,
Bank Alfalah ink
agreement

Karachi: State Life Insur-
ance Corporation of Pakistan
and Bank Alfalah have signed
an agreement to facilitate the
State Life's policyholders where
they can easily deposit their due
policy premiums and loan in-
stallments in any branch of the
bank throughout the country.
For the time being, this facility
is available in Karachi and en-
tire Baluchistan: soon it will be
available in the entire country.

State Life is the leading in-
surer in the country that ex-
tends the benefits of life
insurance to all sections of so-
ciety. Besides the remarkable
performance shown by State
Life, it is also worth highlight-
ing that it is the only life insur-
ance company that has been
awarded the Insurer Financial
Strength rating of 'AAA' by
PACRA. This is the highest
possible rating which an in-
surer can get and denotes
State Life's exceptionally
strong financial strength to
meet policyholder's expecta-
tion and contractual obliga-
tions. m
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Students present business ideas at Hult Prize competition

Karachi: The Institute of Business
Management (IoBM) held an event in
Karachi recently. The theme was ‘Food
for Good.” The participating teams of
IoBM students shared business ideas to
reduce food wastage.

Talib Karim, President IToBM de-
livered the welcome note. He praised
the initiative and said that it will add
value to IoBM'’s efforts in developing
entrepreneurs. The 10 student teams
from IoBM selected to present their
ideas for the Hult Prize were mentored
by leading corporate icons of Pakistan.
The keynote speakers were Ali
Mukhtar (CEO, Fatima Gobi Ven-
tures) and Shaista Ayesha (CEO, Seed
Ventures). The judges included Dr.
Owais H. Shaikh (Startup Mentor,
Founder Institute), Tehmina Chaudhry
(MD, INSTA Foods, Canada),
Muhammad Nabeel (Founder Edvon
Robotics), Syed Azfar Hussain (Pro-
gram Manager, National Incubation
Centre- Karachi), Madiha Shamim

(Co-Founder HR Ways), and Rehan
Muzammil (HoD Entrepreneurship
Department, loBM).

Shaista Ayesha CEO Seed Ventures
said, I really appreciated the opportu-
nity to attend the conference as a

T

HULTS

Keynote Speaker. It was a great suc-
cess! [oBM Management & the organ-
izing team did a fantastic job!
Congratulations.

Ali Mukhtar CEO- Fatima Gobi
Ventures said, “I want to express my
gratitude for the invitation that I re-

ceived and congratulate you for the
high level of commitment and profes-
sionalism which made it possible to
gather the participants and industry ex-
perts and develop all the activities with
success.

Anum Shakeel, Strategic Advisor
to Hult Prize- IToBM Chapter said, Hult
Prize is the flagship yearly event of
IoBM and a lot of passion & effort
goes into making it a reality. Previously
in 2018, it was a huge hit. This year has
been a challenging year for startups

and professionals alike. As responsible
citizens, we made a decision early on
to make Hult Prize Finale a virtual
event. This has not only to keep the
participants and speakers safe but also
open the doors for national and inter-
national judges residing in different
cities and countries.

Sohaib Amir (Vice Curator Global
Shapers, Karachi- Global Shapers
Community), Talha Bin Afzal (Acting
Secretary-General, P@SHA), & Nau-
reen Hayat (Co-Founder, Tez Financial
Services) were the Guests of Honor.
Dr. Shujaat Mubarik, Associate Dean,
ToBM, presented the closing note and
appreciated the organizing commit-
tee’s efforts to present such a thought-
provoking online event during
challenging times.

Shafaq Karim (Campus Director -
HP)and Ali Karim (Executive Director
-HP) congratulate the winning team
"The Zest" and wished them the best
of luck for the Regional Summit.m

Ufone and CSD partner for increasing accessibility and spe-
cial deals for their customers

Islamabad: Ufone and
Canteen Stores Department
(CSD) signed a Memorandum
of Understanding on Wednes-
day according to which the
Pakistani Telecom Operator
will provide services to CSD
for digitization and improving
customer experience.

Brigadier Ahmed Fawad
Azim (Retired), Director
Commercial, Canteen Stores
Department along with Atif
Ishaque, GM Enterprise Sales

& Services, Shops & Fran-
chise Services, Ufone signed
the Memorandum of Under-
standing along with teams

from Canteen Stores Depart-
ment and Ufone.

Under this agreement
Ufone will be offering exclu-

sive deals to all the employees
of CSD along with giving spe-
cial deals to more than
100,000 loyalty card holders
nationwide. Walk in cus-
tomers at CSD stores will be
able to acquire Ufone &
PTCL services with ease and
also get to know about new
services and products.
Customer satisfaction and
convenience has always been
a priority for Ufone and
through every partnership the

company strives to provide
ease to millions of its valuable
customers across the country.
The recent endeavor with
CSD reflects towards its
growing commitment for cus-
tomer convenience. Overtime,
Ufone has introduced many
innovative products and serv-
ices which have not only be-
come game changers in the
telecom industry but have also
empowered common Pak-
istani.m

Indigo Hotel celebrates its first anniversary

Lahore: Indigo Hotel
has recently celebrated its
first anniversary, marking
a successful year of as-
tounding services pro-
vided to visitors. During
the one year, Indigo
Hotel achieved many
milestones and may this
journey of success con-
tinue in coming years.

Indigo Hotel boasts
high-quality integrated
hospitality services to vis-
itors. Indigo Hotel’s pro-
fessional multi-lingual
and highly trained team
help guests and meet the
needs of visitors from
around the world with

high quality services.

Indigo Heights is a
hotel being built in the
business and trading hub
of Lahore that is 3 C3
Gulberg III Noor Jehan
Road between the famous
Liberty = Market and
M.M.Alam Road (Hus-
sain Chowk).

The 22-storey Heights
consists of luxury hotel
rooms , four restaurants
with authentic cuisines
from around the world.
Providing world class
amenities and services
equipped with well as-
signed gym, pool and
spa. m

MoU signed between BOP, Credit Guarantee Trust (PMRC)

Lahore: Bank of Punjab
(BoP) and Pakistan Mort-
gage Refinance Company
(PMRC) have joined hands
for providing and promot-
ing affordable housing fi-
nance in the country by
signing a credit guarantee
agreement with Credit

Guarantee Trust for low

FACEBOOK.COM/FLREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL

cost housing, set up by the
government of Pakistan with
PMRC as trustee. The BoP
has become the first bank in
Pakistan which has signed a
master credit guarantee
agreement to avail risk cover
for low-income housing fi-
nance. BoP has also part-

nered with PMRC and ob-
tained a refinancing facility.
These initiatives will help the
bank to partially alleviate the
credit risk entailed and pro-
vide affordable mortgage fa-
cilities to the low-income,
particularly those in the in-
formal sector. The govern-

TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK

ment of Pakistan is commit-
ted to providing affordable
housing finance to its citi-
zens for economic and social
development. This project
will further help the govern-
ment to achieve its goals
aimed towards housing and
poverty alleviation.m
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Oppo Reno 4Pro
Rs:84,999

SVAGI  Android 10.0 OS

: 6.5 inch AMOLED Capacitive
DISpIay Touchscreen, 16M Colors, Multitouch
Quad Camera: 48 MP, /1.7, 26mm

(wide), 1/2.0", PDAF + 8 MP, f/2.2,
O INETEN (Jirawide), 1/4.0" + 2 MP, f12.4. (macro)

+2 MP, f/2.4, (depth), LED Flash
(Li-Po Non removable), 4000 mAh
Battery - Fast charging 65W, 60% in 15 min,

\[=Tagle]a"A 256GB Built-in, 8GB RAM, UFS 2.1

Accelerometer, Compass,
Fingerprint (under display
, optical), Gyro, Proximity

Featuers

Realme C15
Rs:24,999

S)AIGIY  Android 10.0 OS

: 6.5 inch IPS LCD Capacitive
DISpIay Touchscreen, 16M Colors, Multitouch

Quad Camera: 13 MP, /2.2, (wide)

, PDAF + 8 MP, /2.3, (ultrawide)
+2 MP B/W, f/2.4 + 2 MP, f/2.4, LED Flash
(Li-Po Non removable), 6000 mAh

Battery - Fast battery charging 18W
Memory 64GB Built-in, 3/4GB RAM

Accelerometer, Compass,
Fingerprint (rear
mounted), Proximity

~/

NOKIA

rep 13,900

rer 17,700

Tecno Spark 4
Rs:15,999

Tecno spark 4 - Another Budget Phone of the Company
Tecno is bringing another smartphone Spark 4 that is
going to the budget phone of the company. The
manufacturers are doing a great job by introducing
such entry-level smartphones. The new Tecno spark 4
will be packed with some amazing specs that will give
the customer a choice to have it. The phone will be
powered by a quad-core 2.0 GHz processor to enable
the coming Tecno's spark 4 to make quick execution at
a very fast speed. The SoC of the phone is packed with
3 gigabytes of RAM. This is enough RAM for fast
execution of multitasking. The new Tecno Spark 4's
having 32 gigabytes of internal storage. The storage of
the phone is enough to hold a lot amount of data. The
phone is also expected to come with a dedicated slot
that will enable the spark 4 by Tecno to expand the
storage capacity of the handset. Talking about the
camera settings of the smartphone so you will find a
Triple rear camera setup at the rear of the upcoming
smartphone Tecno 4. The main sensor is 13
megapixels, the secondary sensor is 2 megapixels and
the third sensor is QVGA. The front-facing camera of
the phone is kept the water-drop notch design that will
be 8 megapixels. The Tecno spark's 4 will be running
the latest operating system, Android 9 Pie which is the
latest OS available for the smartphones. The 4000 mAh
battery seems to enough for the long-lasting back time.
The new Tecno spark 4 is having a fingerprint at the
back that will provide your data with full proof data
security. The 6.52 inches display screen will enable the
handset to enjoy full HD plus resolution. The budget
phone spark 4's going to be a replacement for the
Samsung entry-level smartphone.

Realme 7 Pro
Rs:54,999

S)AIG  Android 10 OS

Displa 6.4 inch Super AMOLED Capacitive
play Touchscreen, 16M Colors, Multitouch
Quad Camera: 64 MP, f/1.8, 26mm
(wide), 1/1.72", PDAF + 8 MP, /2.3,
Camera 16mm (ultrawide), 1/4.0" + 2 MP, f/2.4
, (macro) + 2 MP, f/2.4, (depth), LED Flash
(Li-Po Non removable), 4500 mAh
Battery - Fast charging 65W, 50% in
12 min, 100% in 34 min (advertised)

Memory 128GB Built-in, 8GB RAM, UFS 2.1

Accelerometer, Compass,
Fingerprint (under display
, optical), Gyro, Proximity
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IPHONE 11 PRO MAX 256GB
Rs:2,62,599

Itel Vision 1 Plus
Rs:15,999

144 x 71.4 x 8.1 mm
(5.67 x 2.81 x 0.32in)
Displ 6.5 Inches,Super Retina XDR OLED
Isplay capacitive touchscreen, 16M colors
12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"

, 1.4pm, dual pixel PDAF, OIS 12 MP
Camera , /2.0, 52mm (telephoto), 1/3.4", 1.0um, PDAF

, OIS, 2x optical zoom 12 MP, f/2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)

Non-removable Li-lon 3969
EEEIRA] mAh battery (15.04 Wh) Charging

Fast 18W: 50% in 30 min

M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Internal:64GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity,
Features compass, barometer, Siri natural

language commands and dictation

Oppo F 17 Pro
Rs. 51,999

: 6.5" HD+ Waterdrop
PIEIEV  Fliiscreen 16007720

Rear: 13.0MP AF + VGA Dual with Flash
Front: 8.0MP FF Selfie Camera

ZE1EA  5000mAh Battery
\'/[=193(6]a"] 3GB RAM + 32GB ROM

Fingerprint :
8 Functions

Camera

IPHONE 11 PRO 256GB
Rs.2,44,799

- 6.4” Super AMOLED
BIEje)ElA  Capacitive Touchscreen
, 16M Colors, Multitouch

Quad Camera: 48 MP, /1.8, 26mm
(wide), 1/2.0", PDAF + 8 MP, f/2.2
OEIMEIEN " (uitrawide), /4.0 + 2 MP. 1124,
(macro) + 2 MP, /2.4, (depth), LED Flash

(Li-Po Non removable), 4015 mAh

Battery - Fast charging 30W, 50% in 30 min
, 100% in 53 min (advertised), VOOC 4.0

128GB Built-in, 8GB
Memory RAM, UFS 2.1

Accelerometer, Compass
, Fingerprint (under display
, optical), Gyro, Proximity

144 x71.4 x 8.1 mm
(5.67 x 2.81 x0.32in)
; 5.8Inches,Super Retina XDR
Display OLED capacitive
touchscreen, 16M colors

12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"

, OIS 12 MP, /2.0, 52mm (telephoto)
Camera Ry 1.0um, PDAF, OIS, 2x optical
zoom 12 MP, /2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)
Non-removable Li-lon 3110
Battery mAh battery (11.91 Wh)

, Fast charging 18W: 50% in 30 min

M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No

emo
Internal:256GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro
Features , proximity, compass, barometer
, Siri natural language commands and dictation

Oppo Reno 4
Rs. 59,999

g 6.4” AMOLED Capacitive
Display Touchscreen, 16M
Colors, Multitouch

Triple Camera: 48 MP, /1.7, 26mm

(wide), 1/2.0", PDAF + 8 MP, /2.2
OEIMEIEN  (uirawide), 1/4.0" + 2 MP, 2.4
, (depth), LED Flash

(Li-Po Non removable), 4000 mAh
B atte ry - Fast charging 30W, VOOC

Flash Charge 4.0
128/256GB Built-in
Memory , 8GB RAM, UFS 2.1
Accelerometer, Compass,
Features Fingerprint (under display,

optical), Gyro, Proximity

Vivo V19
Rs.59,999

-6.44-inch Super AMOLED FHD+ Dual iView
Display

-32MP Dual Front Camera with Super Night
Selfie and Aura Screen Light (105-degree wide
Selfie) Image Stabilization for Selfie Video
-Rear 48MP main camera, 8MP super Wide-
Angle Camera, 2MP macro camera and 2MP
bokeh camera. Super Night Portrait, Art
Portrait. Featuring Ultra Stable Video and Art
Video Modes for live bokeh and color change.
-Qualcomm Snapdragon 712 2.3GHz Octa-
core Soc, 8GB RAM, 128GB UFS 2.1 Fastest
Storage, up to 512GB microSD card, triple SIM
slot.

-33W vivo FlashCharge 2.0 & 4500mAh (70%
Charge in 40 minutes), Type-C port
-In-Display Fingerprint Scanning, Dual 4G LTE,
Bluetooth 5.0

-Copper Tube Liquid Cooling, Multi-Turbo 3.0
with Ultra Game Mode

-Al Noise Cancelling for Video & Voice Calls
-Funtouch OS 10 based upon Android 10
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Infinix Zero 8i

Rs. 34,999

Infinix has introduced the new Zero 8i in the market. An
infinitesimally inexpensive phone with impressive price
specifications. Large-screen phones are a real hit in the
Pakistani market. The new Infinix Zero 8i has got a
fairly large phone with a 6.89 "IPS screen with HD +
resolution. It is still a very cheap phone with an
interesting aspect ratio of 20: 9. The Infinix's Zero 8i got
a screen of two punch holes in the upper left part
where the Dual 16 + 8 MP selfie camera is located. The
frames around the screen are impressively thin in
promotional materials. The new Infinix Zero 8i's having
On the backside there is a Quad camera setup in which
you will get 48MP (main camera + 8MP + 2MP and Al
lenses. Under the hood, the Zero 8i by Infinix brings the
MediaTek Helio G90T with an impressive 8GB of RAM
and 128GB of internal memory that can be expandable
with a MicroSD card. Infinix 8i has got a 4500mAh
battery that is charged via the Type C slot will take care
of the device and the handset has got a Fast battery
charging of 33W. On the software side, the smartphone
brings Android 10 OS over which Infinix Zero's 8i has
coated its Color OS 7.2 skin and the device has got
3.5mm Audio Jack in reality they are equally impressive
for this price range. If we talk about the security of this
smartphone the new Infinix Zero 8i has got Face
Unlock, and a side-mounted fingerprint scanner to
protect your data from loss, This smartphone will be
available in Pakistan until October 8, 2020, with a Price
tag of 24999, which is impressively low for everything
the phone has to offer. The Zero 8i's will be a
competitor for Samsung and others.

Nokia C1
Rs:9,199

Nokia C1- Back with a Bang!

World Famous Nokia returns with C1, the phone with
higher specifications and better chances of survival in
today,s Smartphone market. Equipped with dominant but
customized Android OS, Nokia C1 is going to be available
from december 2019, as soon as the hot summer ends.
The company has been struggling since the Android
popularity and then the microsoft take over, now Nokia's
C1 is going to be release with much boosted specs and
overhauled OS for a better user experience. Earlier half
android half windows Smartphone series were
disappointing but this time Nokia C1's specs are promising
as coming with front snapper of 5MP and rear mounted 5
MP lens that will hold a Carl Zeiss lens for better imaging
and recording. Nokia will implement Android OS 9.0 with a
twist on C1, last time the result was terrible and resulted in
a failed X series but this time we can expect a miracle as
the company has embedded the new phone C1 with Intel
chipset which ensures a geared up performance and may
lead to something better. The phone is powered by a 1GB
RAM so that C1 can run every application user wants.
With non-removable battery, the phone offers 5.45 inch
screen with 294 PPI density for sharp images. C1 may
bring company back to life and reenter the smartphone
battle. The phone equips 16GB internal storage and
external card slot to provide more storage space. C1 by
Nokia is said to be 8.6mm slim with 66% screen-to-body
ratio which makes it one of the slimmest smartphone ever
being offered in today,s market. Nokia C1 will ensure a
serious comeback for the evergreen manufacturer. This
Phone will definetly give tough time to budgets
smartphones of other companies Like Samsung And
Huawei. Nokia sharp C1 is going to be launched in the
month of december 2019 by the chinese giants.

STAY AHEAD
OF YOUR GAME

* mm . [P 10,900/-

Honor 20 Pro
Rs.99,999

Honor 20 Pro- The Handset You Will Wish to Have
Honor is going to release 20 Pro in the near future. This
1 will be the upcoming flagship of the company. After
launching the 10 series, the Chinese tech giant was
expected to improve technology. So, the Honor 20 Pro will
come up with something different. The handset is packed
with the latest SoC, Highly efficient camera setup, huge
memory, and massive power. Honor's 20 Pro will come
| packed with the powerful chipset in the world of
smartphone and that chipset is called Kirin 980. This will
also be used in its other variant as well. Honor 20 Pro's is
a 7 nm chipset that ensures the performance. All the 7 nm
| chipsets have a great performance ratio as compared to
the other handset of the flagships category. 20 Pro by
Honor with this 7 nm SoC consumes less energy and
provides high-class performance. The system of the chip
will be packed with 8 gigabytes of RAM and 256 gigabytes
of internal storage. Honor Pro will have a 6.1-inch broad
display screen that will present you Full HD+ resolution. As
the camera setup is concerned, Like other flagships the
Honor 20's Pro will feature a rear triple camera setup. The
primary lens will be 48 megapixels and the secondary will
be 16 megapixels with the third one 8 megapixels and 2
Mega-pixel Macro lens. Honor 20 Pro has a selfie shooter
of high quality that is 32 megapixels. The back camera will
help you to capture the nature and the selfie sensor will
help you to get pics of your own with your desired pose. 20
Pro's The handset will be fueled with a heavy battery of
4000 mAh battery. There will an side-mounted fingerprint
scanner. Most of the Japanese and Chinese giants are
creating a healthy and competitive market by producing
smartphones for every type of customers from low budget
to high budget customers. So, like Samsung, the company
also taking over other smartphone giants.
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Vivo S1 4GB
Rs 35,999

- 6.38-inch Super AMOLED Screen
- Halo FullView™ Display 2340x1080 FHD+

Resolution

- Helio P65 Octa-core SoC with 2X Faster Al-

Performance

- 4GB RAM & 128GB Internal Memory (256GB

microSD card slot)
- 32MP Al Selfie Camera /2.0

- Rear 16MP f/1.78 + 8 MP Wide-angle

Camera + 2 MP Depth Sensor

- 6th Generation In-Display Fingerprint

Scanning
- Super Al Face Access Unlocking

- 4500mAh Battery with Dual-Engine Fast

Charging

- Dual SIM 4G LTE support, Wi-Fi & Bluetooth

5.0

- Multi Turbo Gaming, Jovi Smarter Al
- Gleaming diamond pattern or Glossy Skyline

colour options

- Funtouch OS 9 (based on Android 9.0)

Redmi Note 9S
Rs. 37,999

Redmi Note 95

POWER

Itel

Nokia 2.3
Rs:14,900

Nokia 2.3 - A New Entry-level Smartphone

ech giant Nokia will unveil 2.3, the upgraded version of the
2.2. The up-gradation is taught to be not that significant. It
is an entry-level smartphone with a well-known chipset. The
internal memory of the Nokia 2.3 is also a good one that will
allow you to store a lot of data on the smartphone for future
use. The leaked information about the upcoming Nokia's
2.3 ensures that it will support dual SIM and will be
available in Sand, Cyan Green, and Charcoal color

ariants. The information leaked about the chipset of the
new Nokia 2.3's, confirms that it will be powered by the
MediaTeka€™s Helio A22. This chipset will be used in
place of 28nm Snapdragon 425. This 12 nm Chipset will
provide more power to the Nokia sharp 2.3. Different
ariants of the phone will offer different ranges of RAM and
internal storage. One of the models is packed with 2
gigabytes of RAM and Nokia is going to pack this new
upcoming smartphone 2.3 with 16 gigabytes of internal
storage. The next variant will be available in 3 gigabytes of
RAM capacity and the internal storage of the phone will 32
gigabytes. 2.3 has got another model that may offer an
upgraded RAM and internal storage of the phone may also
become double. The battery of the handset is reduced by
1000 mAh. It means that the new 2.3 will be fueled with a
4000 mAh battery. Though the battery is a bit on the lower
side, still you will have enough power to keep the handset
on toes. The upgraded 2.3 has got a Dual lens of 13 MP + 2
MP along with an LED flash that is placed just under the
alone lens of the phone. The front-facing camera will be 5
megapixels. The 2.3 by Nokia has no fingerprint reader. As
his is an entry-level smartphone so you expect a
reasonable price tag. The company is now competitive
lenough to challenge high-rated companies like Samsung by
bringing smartphones like Nokia 2.3.

Vision 1

Security:0.2 sec Face Unlock + Fingerprint sensor

Camera:5MP Selfie Camera 1.4 um Big Pixel
RAM/ROM:2GB RAM/ 32GB ROM

1.6GHz Octa Core Processor

15.46 cm (6.088) HD+ IPS Waterdrop
Display (2.5D Curved)

NOKIA

See better in the dark
It just keeps getting better

Nokia 2.2

25PRO

RRF. 8,499

Blomatric 13IMF Rear 5.71" HD+ Andredd 9 Ple A000mAh
Face Unlock SMP Front Camera with Selfie notch battery
T L ] T e e e A BT "
RRP 13,900 RrrpP 14,900 | &
2GBRAM |16 GBROM | |3 GBRAM|32GBROM | [
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Gold 10
3GB RAM | 32GB ROM
Higher Speed Higher Performance
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Huawei Mate 10 Lite
\
e 34,999 .wf

Processor: Octa-core (4 x 2.4 GHz Cortex
-A73 + 4 x 1.8 GHz Cortex-A53)

L 1 — ',-

5.9 inches, 1080 x 2160 pixels
18:9 Screen ratio (409 ppi density)

Sensors: Fingerprint (rear-mounted)
Accelerometer, Proximity, Compass

(Non-removable Li-lon ),3340 mAh

(SF) U JaIEIA
AT e

5&1@8@,;5!/.

Octa-core (2 x 2.2 GHz Cortex
-A73 + 6 x 1.6 GHz Cortex-A53)

()11
ARSI e

Al quad camera | 6.53" FHD+ display

e 2@l =

BE STYLISH WITH THE NEW OSMART

fTes0 %

\

1668 ROM
®) 168 RAM

Calme Spark S33
~

<1 8,300 =4

1.2 GHZ Dual-Core
processor

FWVGA Screen

5.0 inches

1950 mAh

4GB built-in 512MB RAM + 4GB Free
Card4GB Free
microSD Card (supports up 64GB)
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Infinix Smarts

Rs.14,999

1.8 Ghz Octa Core
: 6.6Inches,|IPS LCD Capacitive
Display Touchscreen, 16M
Colors, Multitouch
Triple Camera: 13 MP + QVGA
amera + QVGA, LED Flash
Battery (Li-Po Non removable), 5000 mAh
- Battery charging 10W
32/64GB Built-in, 2/3GB RAM
Memory microSD Card, (supports
up to 256GB)

Accelerometer, Compass, Fingerprint
Features (rear mounted), Proximity

Triple camera: 13 MP + 8 MP + 2 MP
Quad LED Flash, Auto-focus

IPS LCD Capacitive Touchscreen
, 16M Colors, Multitouch6.2 Inches

(Li-Po Non removable)
, 3400 mAh

PULSE OXIMETER

Light Weight Easy To Carry

Infinix Zero 8
Rs. 39,999

p Octa-core (2 x 2.05 GHz Cortex-
LSRR 776 + 6 x 2.0 GHz Cortex-A55)

; 6.85Inches,IPS LCD
BIETOI VA Capacitive Touchscreen,
16M Colors, Multitouch

Quad Camera: 64 MP, (wide),

C 1/1.72", PDAF + 8 MP, (ultrawide),
amera 1/4.0" + 2 MP, /2.4, (macro) +

Battery Standby:upto 26 days

Talktime:upto 36 hours

128GB Built-in, 8GB RAM
Memory microSD Card,
(supports up to 256GB)

Features Fingerprint (side mounted), Proximity

2 MP, /2.4, (depth), Quad LED Flash

(Li-Po Non removable), 4500 mAh

Accelerometer, Compass, Face Unlock,

Redmi 9C
Rs:16,699

Ocean 9 Black(2GB)

P

&2 8,650 : =f

Quad-core 1.3 GHz
GPU: Mali-400 MP

12.7 cm (5.0)
Sensors : Proximity, G-Sensor
Light Sensor

2500 mAh (Li-ion Battery)

(55 =g el
AT e
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POCO X3
Rs. 41,999

POCO X3t

Exactly What You Need

Qualcomm® Snapdragon™ 7326 64MP Al quad camera
Up to 2 3GHz, octa-core CPU 20MP In-display front camena
120Hz 6.67" FHD+ Dot Display 5150mah (typ) battery
T40HE touch mmpling rate FIW st charge

Huawei P30
Rs:1,24,999

Huawei P30 - Terminator Series!

Once again Huawei surprised with P30 intro which seems
too early but yet sources are claiming that this new phone
is developing and soon it will be available in the market.
So if the give info is correct then Huawei P30 is not too far
from us and soon we will see a smartphone with latest
design which gonna make him different from other
smartphones. Huawei's P30 have to make himself strong
because Samsung has announced a whole series of
smartphones that gonna toughen the competition for this
phone but it seems that as usual Huawei P30's unique
design will beat its rivals and gonna rank in higher class
easily. Mate series of this brand is still in pipeline and yet
they have created hype that Huawei P-series P30
smartphone is on its way too. Display of the phone is 6.1
inch and it is made up of OLED touchscreen which is
capacitive and smooth for scrolling. Huawei has decided
to equip the display of the P30 with FHD resolution and
we will see a 1080 x 2340 display ratio used for display of
this phone. Internal storage of the phone is consist of 128
GB and storage capacity of P30 is expandable with help of
an additional SD card with a capacity of 256 GB SD card.
In today's world camera seems to be strong selling point
for smartphones that's why the new P30 is coming with
triple camera setup on the back and as usual this camera
setup is going to beat everyone in its class due to its Al
technology which is perfect in every way. P30 gonna come
up with single 32 MP lens on the front armed with Bokeh
effect used to blur the background of the focused object.
Artificial Intelligence is also used in front camera of P30 by
Huawei which can easily sense the type of object and it
can use its intelligence to improve the quality of the picture
according to the given scenario. Chip used in Huawei P30
is Kirin 980 which is best chipset yet available.

TECNO CAMON 15

Rs: 22, 499

Tecno Camon 15 - A Budget-friendly Smartphone
Tecno with another mid-range Camon 15, with
outstanding specs and high-end camera. Though the
market is saturated with the mid-range smartphone yet
the company decided to stand out with the Tecno
Camon 15 and its Pro variant. Let's have an eye on the
specs of the smartphone. The coming device will be
powered by MediaTek Helio P35 chipset. The chipset
used in the Tecno's Camon 15 will assist the mid-range
category specs of the smartphone. The phone is
packed with 6 gigabytes of RAM that will be enough to
run the functions of the Tecno Camon 15's smoothly.
The internal storage is also massive as compared to
the other smartphone brands of the same category. The
internal storage of the Camon 15 by Tecno can be
enhanced through the dedicated slot that will carry
support for the MicroSD card. Most of the flagships of
different smart tech are coming with quad-camera setup
but the you will have the same in the Tecno 15. The
main sensor of the rear camera setup will 48
megapixels that is a good thing for a mid-range
smartphone. The selfie shooter of the Tecno Camon's
15 is on the top left corner that is kept in the punch-hole
display setup that has 32 megapixels Pop-up selfie
camera. The remaining three sensors of the rear
camera setup of the new Tecno Camon 15 is still under
the cover. It is fueled with a powerful battery of 4000
mAh capacity. It means you can use the smartphone for
a long period of time as compared to the other
smartphone brands. Camon 15's available in two colors
- Shoal Gold, Fascinating Purple, Jade. If you are
planning to have a Samsung smartphone of the same
category then you have to wait till it launches.

Vivo V20
Rs. 59,999

Vivo V20 - The High-end Connectivity Smartphone

Smart tech Vivo has announced V20 which is expected to hit
the market in October, the next that is not far from now. So,
you are going to have some outstanding smartphones from the
company. The new Vivo V20 also has an SE version of the series
that is also expected to be launched on the same day. The
coming handset will be powered by the Qualcomm Snapdragon
720G chipset. The Vivo's V20 with this processor will provide
the user with powerful results. The chipset of the handset will
carry support for 5G connectivity. So the coming Vivo V20's not
going to let you down regarding internet connection. The RAM
capacity of the handset is 8 gigabytes. It will have two variants
with the same capacity of RAM. The internal storage capacity
of the Vivo sharp V20 will be 128/256 gigabytes. The dedicated
slot is unspecified till now. But the internal storage capacity of
the handset is enough that there is no need to embed extra.
The Vivo is going to equip the upcoming smartphone called
V20 with a triple rear camera setup. The main sensor is going
to be 64 megapixels, the high-end sensor that most of the high-
end smartphones are packed with. The V20 has got an 8
megapixels ultra-wide lens with the typical 2 megapixels
depths sensor. The rear camera setup is accomplished with a
dual-LED flash that assists the camera setup of the V20 in dim
light conditions. The front-facing camera is dual that will carry
the main sensor of 44 megapixels with so many intresting
features Like HDR Panorama. The device is fueled with Li-Po
4000 mAh, non-removable battery. The powerful powerhouse
will also carry support for fast charging. The rival of the
Samsung that is Vivo V20 will be embedded with an under-
display fingerprint reader to protect the data

TECNO CAMON 15 PRO

Rs. 27,999

Tecno Camon 15 Pro - Featuring Pop-up Selfie Shooter
Tecno with another smartphone called Camon 15 that
has got a moniker Pro at the end which shows that this
variant will be more powerful and expensive than the
standard variant of the series. Though some of the specs
of the coming Tecno Camon 15 Pro will be the same as
used in the standard variant some specs will make it a
go-to choice for most of the users. The chipset of the
Tecno's Camon 15 Pro will be the same as used in the
standard unit of the series. The MediaTek Helio P35 will
be there to empower the handset. The internal storage is
also on the high-side. The coming Tecno Camon 15's
equipped with 128 gigabytes of massive internal storage
to give the user a cushion to store more data on the
smartphone for a long period. The coming Camon 15 Pro
by Tecno will be featuring a dedicated slot to be used for
the enhancement of the storage capacity of the phone.
The special thing about this upper mid-range
smartphone Tecno 15 Pro is that it will hit the market with
a pop-up selfie shooter which means that you can grab a
handset with high-end features at a reasonable price tag.
The selfie shooter of the Tecno Camon's 15 Pro will be
32 megapixels that will ensure the best results. On the
rear of the smartphone, there is a quad-camera setup
having 48 megapixels primary sensors. The remaining
three lenses of the upcoming Camon 15 Pro are still to
be revealed. It has an Ultra Night Lens lens that can be
used even in dim light conditions. The battery of this
variant is a bit on the lower side as compared to the
standard variant of the series. The new 15 Pro is fueled
with a 4000 mAh battery. A good asset for the market
and a competitor of Samsung.

Apple iPhone 11(128 GB)

Rs:1,73,649

Bod 150.9 x 75.7 x 8.3 mm
oay (5.94 x 2.98 x 0.33 in)

: 6.1 Inches,Liquid Retina
BIEIEVA  PS LCD capacitive
touchscreen, 16M colors
12 MP, /1.8, 26mm (wide), 1/2.55"
, 1.4um, dual pixel PDAF, OIS

12 MP, f/2.4, 13mm (ultrawide)

Standby:N/A

=1 Talk Time:Upto 17h

Music Play:Upto 65h
M Ram:4GB,Card Slot:No
Internal:128GB

Face ID, accelerometer, gyro, proximity
Features |8 compass, barometer, Siri natural
language commands and dictation
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PTA MeMOBILE

easy to connect..

PAKISTAN
Telecommunication Authority
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INSPIRING GENERATION

L-100

Music 100

1.8" Inch Display

1200mAh Battery

Wireless FM Radio

Smart Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

L-105

1.8" Inch Display

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer
Only Phone Book Call Option

Dj Master

2.4" Inch Display

Smart Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

Without Camera

L-103

1.8" Inch Display

1200mAh Battery

Wireless FM Radio

Smart Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

i251

2.4" Inch Display

Smart Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

Power Music

2.4" Inch Display

Smart Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

L-106

g 1.8" Inch Display 1.8" Inch Display 1.8" Inch Display
FE 1200mAh Battery 1200mAh Battery 1200mAh Battery
1 r'.'ur Wireless FM Radio Wireless FM Radio Wireless FM Radio
Q ;3 Smart Camera Without Camera Smart Camera
=5 White Call / Black Call Option White Call / Black Call Option White Call / Black Call Option
£ :'_ Bluetooth Dialer Bluetooth Dialer Bluetooth Dialer
\ Only Phone Book Call Option Only Phone Book Call Option Only Phone Book Call Option

L-104

1.8" Inch Display

1200mAh Battery

Wireless FM Radio

Without Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

Without Camera

Hungama

2.4" Inch Display

1200mAh Battery 1800mAh Battery 3350mAh Battery
Wireless FM Radio Powerful Big Speaker Powerful Big Speaker
Smart Camera Wireless FM Radio Wireless FM Radio

Smart Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

Power Music-2

2.4" Inch Display

3200mAh Battery 2500mAh Battery 2500mAh Battery
Wireless FM Radio Wireless FM Radio Wireless FM Radio
Powerful Big Speaker Powerful Big Speaker Powerful Big Speaker

Smart Camera

White Call / Black Call Option
Bluetooth Dialer

Only Phone Book Call Option

Pakistan 1st Online Activation 15 Months Warranty Phone

www.memobile.pk memobilepakistan

FACEBOOK.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL | TWITTER.COM/FLAREMAGAZINEPK | ¢2020/7‘;15t%)]15




Exclusive
Offer at
Metro
Cash and
Carry

Feozen feods ®

EAT FRESH EAT HEALTHY

LE
W\ TH EXCLUSIVE OFFEQ Pak,s %O

CHICKEN
SEEKH KABAB

POTATO
SAMOSA

CHICKEN
FRENCH FRIES Kids Favori
CHINESE ROLL sty 0 Frioe

kg Pack

ROYAL FROZEN FOODS 2>,
(SMC-PVT) LTD. (D).
Plot Mo. 4, E-1 Road, RCCI,

Industrial Estate, Rawat, Islamabad.

{'\,\ HALAL /=

CONTACT +92-51-4499371-72 WWW.ROYALFROZENFOOD.COM



Importer Name Brand Nov=20
Qty [ Amt
Multi Traders Apple - -
Future Tech Apple 228 100,89
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD Apple 648 566,874
CoreTECH Apple - -
Azeen International Apple - -
GM TRADERS Apple 50 65,47
M/S UNITED TRADERS Apple - -
M/s. ZHANGLI IH LWTZUA Apple - -
Jiwani Traders Apple - -
J.) TRADERS Apple - -
HBM ENTERPRISES Apple - -
Usra Communication Apple 104 20,233
SICCOTEL TRADING Apple - -
M/s. NIZAM ELECTRONICS Apple - -
Hassan Internationl Apple 876 221,884
EUROTEL TRADING Apple - -
SHAN-E-RAB TRADERS Apple - -
AL-BARKAT SYSTEMS Apple - -
ALHAYAT IMPEX Apple - -
M/S MOL PAKISTAN OIL AND GAS CO.B.V Apple - -
M/S S. ). TRADERS Apple - -
PICK N SAVE Apple 2,033 384,665
DIGICOM TRADING (PVT) LTD Alcatel - -
Air Link Communication Alcatel - -
PICK N SAVE Chinese - -
SAHAA TRADERS Chinese - -
ROCKVILLE TECHNOLOGIES (PVT) LIMITED Chinese - -
M/S D-V-D INN Chinese - -
KAMIL TRADE LINKS Chinese - -
EASTERN QUALITY PRODUCTS Chinese - -
YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED Chinese - -
SILVER ZONE Chinese - -
AL NAFEESA ENTERPRISES Chinese - -
92 TRADERS Chinese - -
CMPAK LIMITED Chinese - -
ROCK MOBILE (PRIVATE) LIMITED Chinese - -
HASSAN INTERNATIONAL Gonex - -
Air Link Communication Huawei 1,400 150,54
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd Huawei 3,000 291,401
HUAWEI TECHNOLOGIES PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED Huawei - -
Multi Traders Huawei - -
Inovi Technologi Honor -
CoreTECH Honor - -
DB Link Private Limited Infinix 2,300 189,36!
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd Infinix 29,100 2,370,122
M/S. WANGKII Infinix - -
C Right Mobile Infinix 18,900 1,507,442
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED Infinix - -
ROCKVILLE TECHNOLOGIES (PVT) LIMITED Infinix - -
SICCOTEL TRADING Infinix 27,344 2,182,634
M/S.ZENITH ENTERPRISE Infinix 37,560 2,976,290
SKY LINKS COMMUNICATION Infinix 13,000 1,015,497
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED Infinix 222,400 21,842,866
Advance Telecom iTel 13,500 791,205
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD iTel 6,997 420,670
CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED iTel - -
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd iTel 14,500 864,774
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED iTel 22,000 1,315,530
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED Lenovo - -
Advance Telecom Nokia 5,462 538,657
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd Nokia 9,100 892,500
Oppo Mobile Technologies Pakistan (Private) Limited OPPO 8 510
THRIVE MOBILES & ACCESSORIES TECH (PRIVATE) LIMITE OPPO 126,952 17,359,812
ROCK MOBILE (PRIVATE) LIMITED One Plus 750 153,500
Hassan International One Plus 63 11,060
SHAN-E-RAB TRADERS One Plus - -
Digicom Trading Pvt Ltd / New Allied Electronics Industries Pvt Ltd Q Mobile 22,550 608,665
Mobile Sales & Distribution Pvt Ltd / Green Tech Samsung - -
Air Link Communication Samsung 42,703 7,723,069
Muller & Phipps Pakistan Pvt Ltd Samsung 31,574 5,727,676
H SICCOTEL TRADING Samsung - -
SKY LINKS COMMUNICATION Samsung - -
m Samsung Ec Pakistan Pvt Ltd Samsung 79 15,879
Hassan Internationl Samsung 182 30,810
w SHAN-E-RAB TRADERS Samsung - -
EUROTEL TRADING Samsung - -
United Mobile Samsung 22,206 4,315,547
H JADE E-SERVICES PAKISTAN (PRIVATE) LIMITED. Samsung 1,800 346,800
D Multi Traders / (Blank) Samsung - -
Telenor Pakistan (Pvt) Ltd Telenor - -
Q M/S United Mobiles TECNO 2,000 192,960
AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD TECNO 30,145 2,692,285
MULLER & PHIPPS (PAKISTAN) (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO 13,500 1,209,304
TRANSSION TECNO ELECTRONICS (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO 273,000 16,772,341
TELENOR PAKISTAN (PVT.) LIMITED TECNO - -
u YELLOSTONE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED TECNO 4,300 424,186
m CARLCARE SERVICE (PVT.) LIMITED TECNO 64 3,311
PICK N SAVE Motorola - -
Reborn Trading Co Motorola - -
ALHAYAT IMPEX Motorola - -
Vivo Electric (Private) Limited VIVO 295,280 33,264,640
* VMATE (PVT.) LIMITED VgoTel - -
m SSH TELECOM (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED VgoTel 10,020 277,053
DAYSTAR TECHNOLOGY (SMC-PRIVATE) LIMITED Vipro - -
w ANTPOWER TECH (PVT.) LTD Realme 57,240 6,371,450
H CMPAK LIMITED Xperia - -
TECH SIRAT (PRIVATE) LIMITED Xiaomi 14,500 1,886,510
* AIR LINK COMMUNICATION (PVT) LTD Xiaomi 10,900 1,317,600
BAZZ MOBILE TECHNOLOGIES (PRIVATE) LIMITED Xiaomi - -
CoreTECH Xiaomi 5,000 715,479
PHONEZO IMPEX (PRIVATE) LIMITED Xiaomi 3,500 442,866
Smartlink Technologi Xiaomi 14,530 1,712,626
Alcatel 1,413,34_8 142,285,46_7
Apple 3,939 1,360,029
Chinese - -
Gonex - -
Huawei 4,400 441,948
Honor - -
Infinix 350,604 32,084,215
iTel 56,997 3,392,179
Nokia 14,562 1,431,157
Oppo 126,960 17,360,322
One Plus 813 164,560
Q Mobile 22,550 608,665
Lenovo - -
Samsung 98,544 18,159,781
Telenor - -
TECNO 323,009 21,294,387
Motorola - -
Vivo 295,280 33,264,640
VgoTel 10,020 277,053
Vipro - -
Realme 57,240 6,371,450
Xperia - -
Xiaomi 48,430 6,075,081
Total 1,413,348 142,285,467
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Import Data smart Phones (Brand Wise) N

Nov-19
Brand Name Qty
Alcatel -
Apple 3,939
Chinese -
Gonex -
Huawei 4,400
Honor -
Infinix 350,604
iTel 56,997
Nokia 14,562
Oppo 126,960
One Plus 813
Q Mobile 22,550
Lenovo -
Samsung 98,544
Telenor - |
TECNO 323,009 |,
Motorola - |
Vivo 295,280
VgoTel 10,020
Vipro - &
Realme 57,240
Xperia -
Xiaomi 48,430
Total 1,413,348 |
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Blazing Fast

Business
Internet

Over Fiber Optics to your Office
Get a Free Quote!

(Whatsapp & SMS) 0300-8451444

Enjoy Blazing-Fast Internet,
Managed Corporate Telephony
& Crystal Clear Digital TV on
Brain Fiber.

Brain FTTx is currently available in most business B ra I n
areas and large tenant buildings of Lahore. Telecomnminco e el

Head Office: 730-Nizam Block Allama Igbal Town, Lahore. Email: corpsales@brain.pk Ph: 042 111 222 777
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6.53" FHD+

Dot Drop display

6000man (typ) o o
18W fast charge -

T POCOM3 - A GO

More than you expec t IR Blaster Dual speakers

= o
3.5mm
USB Type-C headphone jack

 —

®

Side-mounted
241 card slot fingerprint sensor

e
e
= 2
MicroSD
up to 512GB MIUI12 for POCO

N =3
e
\_\ 'Q

s 48MP N
Snapd ragon“‘“ 662 Al triple camera

Mistore.pk has launched the all new POCO M3 (4GB + 128GB) in Pakistani Market. It is POCO’s first
smartphone in Budget series, but the specs this smartphone is offering are much more in its respective
price range.

On 10th December at 6pm pre-booking of POCO M3 started and mistore.pk offered limited quantity of
free piston basic handsfree with smartphone in pre-booking for just PKR 27,999.

Regular RRP of POCO M3 is PKR 27,999 and it is available for sale on Mistore.pk and Mi Exclusive Stores.
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V20 Series

a49MP AF Selfie, Be the Focus Always
Eye Autofocus | 64MP Night Camera
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