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YOUR SMART DEVICE PARTNER

Airlink has established a state-of-the-art smart phone production
facility in Lahore in line with 'Made in Pakistan' vision of Prime 
Minister which was inaugurated by Mr. Hammad Azhar, Federal

Minister of Industries & Production, on 20th March, 2021. 

We want to thank our customers, business partners, �nancial
institutions, associates and our team for their trust, con�dence 
and for always considering Airlink as their smart device partner.
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Editor’s
Note
Cabinet 
links import 
Indian cotton, 
sugar with 
restoration of 
Article 370

It is a wise decision by the Cabinet to link the import of  Indian 
cotton, sugar with the restoration of  Article 370 as Prime Minister 
Imran Khan said that until and unless India retracted its “actions 
leading up to the revocation of  Article 370” in Kashmir, the relationship 
between the two neighbouring countries could not be normalised.

Recently, the ECC—headed by the newly-appointed Finance 
Minister Hammad Azhar—decided to import these commodities from 
India to overcome their severe shortage in the county as well as bring 
their surging prices under control. 

No need to import sugar from any country if  the government will 
tighten the screw on sugar mafia and sugar mills owners in a war-like 
situation and takes strict action against those involved in the creation 
of  sugar crisis and price hike through speculations. Optimistically 
speaking, the stern action by the government on such elements will 
bring the sugar available across the country within the range of  normal 
price.

Some industrialists considered that the rejection of  the proposal 
to import sugar, cotton, and yarn from India means the people in 
Pakistan and its industry will continue to pay a higher price for these 
commodities.

They said the Cabinet decision is in a stark contrast to the Indian 
government’s stand which said it had no objection to the exports of  the 
commodities to the neighbouring nations.

During the last fiscal, Bangladesh and Nepal took advantage of  
lower prices for rice, maize, turmeric, and wheat in India and imported 
a significant quantity of  them.

The ECC decided to import cotton from June this year, besides 
purchasing five lakh tonnes (lt) of  sugar from India till June 30.

One advantage Pakistan would have enjoyed by importing these 
commodities from India was that the government would have got 
them at very competitive prices. New Delhi is already offering these at 
prices far lower than the prevailing global market rates.

Indian authorities had offered to extend the subsidy that is given for 
sugar exports to other parts of  the globe, to Pakistan too. Exports by 
land would have fetched a subsidy.

The ECC’s decision was seen as a development on the heels of  
supposedly thawed Indo-Pakistan relations. Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and his Pakistan counterpart Imran Khan had desired 
peace in their communication to one another recently.
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Letters to the
EDITOR
Water mafia in Karachi
I want to highlight the issue pertaining to the shortage of 
fresh water. The dearth of freshwater already existed in 
Pakistan mainly due to water pollution. 
A majority number of cities in our country don’t have the 
availability of freshwater. There are many areas where the 
facility of providing water is not available. So, people in 
that localities are obliged to purchase water in tanks, which 
is very expensive. The fact is also adding to the financial 
burden of the residents in those areas because the water 
supply is in the hand of the water-tank mafia which charges 
a high price for the basic needs of every person. The mafia is 
fleecing the poor people by selling water at unfair prices and 
their no administrative control over them. 
I urge the government to play a role to stop the water mafia 
and take action against the mafia that is robbing the people 
of their hard-earned money.

Amna Shahab, Karachi

Homeless in Pakistan
Although there are numerous issues in Pakistan that demand 
quick resolution, but one of the most pathetic of them is 
homelessness.
To have shelter is a basic requirement of every human 
being, but unluckily in Pakistan, a huge number of families 
are compelled to sleep on the footpath and pavements on 
the road-sides. This problem is mainly due to the fact that 
a considerable population in our country is already living 
below the poverty line and this class of the poor is going to 
face the worst if we failed to rise to the occasion to do anything 
to help them out. Some families are so impoverished that 
they deny themselves even the petty needs as their meager 
means are just enough to meet the expenses to provide them 
a shelter, which they hold in priority to cover their poverty. 
We need to take action and become a voice for homeless 
people. They are being treated unfairly when they are equal 
citizens of Pakistan. We need to protect their rights before it 
is too late. 
Thus, I appeal to Prime Minister Imran Khan in the hope that 
you will help and provide more money to provide shelter to 
the homeless families.

Najma M.Ramzan, Turbat

Covid-19 and our beliefs
The Covid-19 pandemic is a serious ongoing global 
phenomenon. The outbreak was first identified in Wuhan, 
China. Pakistan was hit by this deadlier virus in February 
2020. The earlier victims of Covid-19 were traced out in 
Karachi and then in Islamabad. By mid-March, the people 
of all four provinces faced the threat of this virus and many 
got affected. Since then, Pakistan has faced three waves in 
a row of coronavirus from low to high intensity. Right now, 
Pakistan is facing the third wave of Covid-19 which has 
affected a large area of Punjab in particular. The situation 
has spotlighted for observation, the people of two minds. 
First are the people who took this mortal virus seriously, and 
the second type includes those who do not believe much in 
coronavirus and feel complacent saying “everyone has to die 
someday.” There is no denying the fact that everyone will 

die one day but inviting your own death is a sin. I believe 
that we should be united at this juncture and adopt protective 
measures by staying home, going out only when necessary, 
maintain social distance, wear masks and follow all SoPs 
because that is the least we can do to save our country. I 
am certain that Pakistan will come out of this mortal disease 
soon.

Maria Ejaz, Karachi

Waste of water  
Water is an important part of the lives of all living beings 
on the earth. It is important to understand that water is 
not unlimited. So, it must be used effectively. Reserves of 
freshwater are depleting day after day. There is a dire need to 
spread awareness among the masses for the effective use of 
water. Life is not possible without water. Besides drinking, 
water is a main source of agriculture. It has been repeatedly 
reported that reserves of water are under huge stress. It 
happens mainly because of rapidly increasing urbanization 
and industrialization. This would pave the way for two 
deadly consequences if things remain unchanged. Our 
upcoming generation may face severe issues owing to the 
shortage of water in the future. There would be hazardous 
diseases if people opted for the use of saline water. People 
need to understand the seriousness of the issue. There should 
be awareness campaigns for saving water. The masses 
should be educated about the importance of water and its 
effective use. Religious scholars should be engaged to tell 
their followers that wastage of water is prohibited in all the 
religions of the world.
There is more than 11 percent of the population that has no 
access to fresh water. The majority use saline water already. 
People, as well as animals, drink from the same dirty lakes 
of water not very far from here but in Thar of Sindh. It is 
the duty of the government to install water filtration plants 
in order to save people from fatal diseases. Factories and 
industries are required to set up recycling processes for the 
treatment of water. The government must concentrate on 
constructing dams. It is important to upgrade the irrigation 
system of Pakistan, too.

Faraz Ali Shah, Lahore

Govt should allow private firms to 
import sugar 
It was very sad to see that the Trading Corporation of 
Pakistan (TCP)  with huge resources is unable to procure 
sugar at cheap prices. While the international price of sugar 
is at Rs. 73 (456$/ton), TCP claims that they will import 
sugar at Rs. 96.
With the failure of TCP, the government should allow the 
private sector to import their own sugar, without any taxes. 
This way the government will not have to hold any inventory 
of sugar and private importers will maintain their own 
inventories at their own cost.
The government needs to end the hold of the sugar mafia in 
Pakistan and if their own machinery is unable to cope with 
the situation created by the mafia, it should allow the private 
firms to import their own sugar from the international market.

Shahryar Khan Baseer P.Engr., Peshawar

Write us at: flare.mag@gmail.com
We receive too many letters from our valued readers every month through mail and e-mail, however, due to shortage of space,
we are publishing only few selected letters. 



C
hina and Pakistan are iron brothers and 
have forged the time-tested friendship,” 
Chinese Ambassador Zhang Jun told the 
ceremony in which several Ambassadors 

accredited to United Nations, UN officials, and Pa-
kistani-Americans took part. The meeting, organized 
by the Pakistan Mission to the UN, was presided over 
by Ambassador Munir Akram. 

China Ambassador Jun said, China was happy 
to see Pakistan’s achievements since its establishment 
and, more importantly, to be able to share that jour-
ney with Pakistan. “We have been working closely at 
the United Nations,” in upholding together multilat-
eralism and the international order based on interna-
tional law, he said. The Chinese envoy highly praised 
Pakistan’s contribution to the UN peacekeeping op-
erations, and actively engaging in the United Nations 
efforts to promote peace as well as in the implementa-
tion of the 2030 global development agenda. 

“And we have also personally seen what Am-
bassador Akram is doing, as the President of the 
ECOSOC in meeting the challenges of today,” he 
said while referring to the economic and financial 
problems resulting from the coronavirus pandemic.

“We are also seeing the good results of coopera-
tion, after the launch of the China Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor (CPEC),” the Chinese Ambassador said, 
noting that China has become Pakistan’s largest trad-
ing partner for sixth consecutive years. 

Speaking next, Azerbaijan’s Yashar Aliyev con-
gratulated the people of Pakistan and said, “Today 
we honour the heroic efforts of Pakistan’s founding 
father Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, and 

all other great leaders that led to the creation of  
strong and independent Pakistan.”

He commended Pakistan’s “unwavering commit-
ment” to multilateralism, to the United Nations, and 
especially to its peacekeeping pillar. 

“Relations between Azerbaijan and Pakistan have 
been forged over time to the level of enduring strate-
gic partnership,” Ambassador Aliyev said, pointing 
out that Azerbaijan and Pakistan were bound in ties 
across the entire spectrum 
including political, cultur-
al, and economic. Iran’s 
Ambassador Majid Takht 
Ravanchi said that the date 
March 23 was the mani-
festation of the collective 
resilience, and unwavering 
resolve of the Pakistani 
people toward indepen-
dence and unity. “Since the 
establishment of Pakistan, 
compassion, tolerance, 
brotherhood, and a sense 
of liberation have consol-
idated Pakistan into one 
nation,” he said, noting its active role at the inter-
national and regional forums, in particular the UN 
and Non-aligned Movement. “The friendly relations 
between Iran and Pakistan are also a source of pride, 
and success, as they are deep-rooted, not only in ge-
ography but also in our historical religious and cul-
tural bonds,” the Iranian Ambassador said. “In this 
regard,” he said, “We should pay tribute to the great 

thinker of the East Dr. Allama Muhammad, who has 
captured the thoughts of Iranians, with his Persian 
poetry.” Kyrgyz Republic Ambassador Mirgul Mol-
doisaeva said, “Our bilateral cooperation, as well as 
our multilateral cooperation on the platform of the 
UN and other international organizations, will deep-
en and strengthen fruther in the time to come.” 

Turkish Ambassador Feridun Sinirlioglun said: 
“The level of our relations today is proof of our de-
termination to further deepen our cooperation to the 
benefit of posterity of both the countries. 

“I would like to emphasize that Turkey will con-
tinue to stand together with Pakistani brothers and 
sisters through thick and thin.”

Saudi Arabian Ambassador said that very strong 
and brotherly relations between Saudia and Pakistan 
closely bind the two nations in religious, cultural, his-
toric, geographic, strategic, and many other spheres. 
“We are delighted to be hosts to millions of Paki-
stanis who lived in Saudi Arabia, and many of them 
still live in Saudi Arabia in peace and harmony with 
their Saudi brothers,” he said, adding that the two 
countries are the backbone of the Islamic Ummah. 

“Without these two major powers and centers, we 
would not be able to fend off  the numerous challenges 
that our two nations and the Islamic ummah in gen-
eral, was facing”, he said, hoping that Islamabad-Ri-
yadh relations will continue to flourish under the 
leadership of both countries. The Saudi Ambassador 
said the Faisal Mosque in Islamabad is a symbol of  
the commitment of Saudi Arabia and Pakistan to the 
cause of Islam. Niger Ambassador Abdou Abarry 
said, “You can be proud of the progress Pakistan has 
made, economically, socially, and militarily, and, with 
these achievements and a strong national unity, your 
country stands as a regional power to be reckoned 
with.” He paid to the leadership of Quaid-e-Azam 
Mohammed Ali Jinnah that inspired the Muslims of  
the subcontinent. “Finally,” the Niger envoy said, “ 
as we celebrate, in this month of March, the right of  
women and their contributions to the development of  
nations. Pakistani women stick out as an example of  
courage and leadership in the like of late Prime Min-
ister Benazir Bhutto and young activist like Malala 
Yousafzai and other female high-ranking officials in 
the army and the public service, who have tremen-
dously contributed to the rise and shine of Pakistan.” 

Qatar’s Ambassador Alya Al-Thani said that 
friendship between her country and Pakistan was 
based on strong foundations of common faith, cul-
ture, principles, and values. “We both advocate for di-
alogue mediation and international cooperation and 
solidarity to address existing and emerging interna-
tional challenges,” she said. Sri Lankan Ambassador 
Peter Pieris said that the unique bonds of friendship 
and solidarity between our two countries have grown 
from strength to strength, with the people of Pakistan, 
enjoying a special place in the hearts of the people of  
Sri Lanka. “The robust cooperation between our two 
countries, both at the bilateral and multilateral fora 
have expanded over the years, to cover a broad spec-
trum of areas for the mutual benefit of the peoples 
of our two countries. “Sri Lanka, as a close friend 

and partner, welcomes the 
socio-economic develop-
ment of Pakistan,” he said. 
He thanked Pakistan for the 
constant and unwavering 
support extended to safe-
guard the independence, 
sovereignty, and territorial 
integrity of Sri Lanka. “Sri 
Lanka is deeply grateful for 
such assistance.”  Uzbeki-
stan Ambassador Bakhtiyor 
Ibragimov said his country 
was enjoying very strong 
relations with Pakistan, 

encompassing economic, cultural, and educational 
fields.

“I would like to add to inform that Uzbekistan 
and Pakistan recently have started working on a joint 
project to develop infrastructural projects in our re-
gion, connecting South and Central Asia and, I think, 
this project will be very conducive to even more deep-
ening of the relationship. n
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The friendship between China and Pakistan over the past 
70 years has grown into a “towering tree, deep-rooted 
in the hearts of the two peoples,” Chinese Ambassador 
Zhang Jun said at a meeting held recently to celebrate 
Pakistan Day

World envoys happy 
to see Pakistan 
achievements since 
its establishment

Saudi Arabian Ambassador 
said that very strong and 

brotherly relations between 
Saudia and Pakistan closely 

bind the two nations in 
religious, cultural, historic, 
geographic, strategic, and 

many other spheres 



T
he United States has invited global leaders, 
including those of  China, Russia, India, 
Bangladesh, and even Bhutan to partic-
ipate in a summit on climate change in 

April but Pakistan is not on the list. Does it account 
for the failure of  our foreign relations? Pakistan not 
being invited to the climate summit definitely shows 
that the US has lost interest in any kind of  long-
term relationship with Pakistan barring short-term 
interest in Afghanistan. Also, there has not been an 
American ambassador in Islamabad for almost three 
years now.

Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin are among the 40 world leaders 
invited to the summit, to be held on April 22-23, ac-
cording to a White House statement.

Biden’s Earth Day global summit on climate is 
part of  his effort to elevate climate change as a top 
priority. It will be held virtually given pandemic re-
strictions and live-streamed for public viewing.

However, the omission of  Pakistan from the list 
of  invitees to the conference has raised concerns as 
the country is among those most vulnerable to cli-
mate change. 

As per the Global Climate Risk Index 2021, is-
sued by German Watch, Pakistan is the fifth-most 
vulnerable country to climate change.

The government’s landmark initiatives like the 
Billion Tree Tsunami, have won international ac-
claim, including from the World Economic Forum. 
Pakistan also co-chaired the multi-billion-dollar 
Green Climate Fund, established to support climate 
actions in developing countries.

Various civil society activists have expressed sur-
prise at the exclusion of  Pakistan from a virtual sum-
mit on climate change by US President Joe Biden 
next month called. The virtual summit would be 
addressed by the leaders of  Russia, China, Argen-
tina, Australia, France, Indonesia, Germany, Israel, 
Canada, Japan, Italy, Kenya, Mexico, Denmark, Co-
lombia, Congo, Chile, Jamaica, and other countries.

Several Pakistanis took to various social media 
platforms to express surprise at the exclusion of  Pa-
kistan, particularly when the country is among the 
nations most affected by climate change. 

Experts pointed out that climate change was 
the key area of  focus of  the Pakistan government, 
as they mentioned that Prime Minister Imran Khan 
had initiated the Billion Tree Tsunami project for 
environment protection besides taking several other 
measures. The American president’s decision is also 
surprising as climate change has been a key area of  
focus for Prime Minister Imran Khan. The country 
under his leadership has adopted a number of  sig-
nificant steps to fight climate change. The steps also 
included an ambitious plan to plant a billion trees. 

Disappointed at not being invited to the upcom-
ing US climate summit, Pakistani officials said the 
country remains “fully committed” to addressing cli-
mate change and its green initiatives have been “well 
accepted and appreciated around the world.”

Pakistan’s Foreign Office spokesperson said the 
US climate change summit “brings together leaders 
from countries responsible for approximately 80 per-
cent of  global emissions” and noted that “Pakistan is 
one of  the lowest emitters with less than one percent 
of  the global emissions” despite being one of  the 
most affected countries by climate change.

Islamabad’s response came after social media 
flayed the Biden administration for ignoring Paki-
stan at the Leaders Summit on Climate (April 22-23) 
to which President Biden’s government has invited 
40 world leaders after Washington rejoined the Par-
is climate accord from which the former President, 
Trump had withdrawn America months after com-
ing into power. 

“Pakistan’s landmark initiatives, like the Bil-
lion-Tree tsunami, have won international acclaim, 
including from the World Economic Forum,” FO 
spokesperson Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri said, referring 
to the massive plantation drive spearheaded by the 
Imran Khan government.

Responding to the US decision and social media 
speculations, PM’s special aide on climate change 

Malik Amin Aslam, described the US virtual moot 
as a forum “to bring leading global polluters at one 
platform to work out strategies to protect depleting 
nature and biodiversity” and it is not an internation-
al climate forum to decide future decisions on envi-
ronmental conservation. “Pakistan can invite those 
40 countries for a global climate change summit and 
extend ground-based tested and successful solutions 
being implemented in the country to address climate 
change,” he said.

Detailing Pakistan’s contributions to the global 
fight against climate change, Aslam said Pakistan’s 
10 Billion Tree Tsunami project and green-jobs initia-
tives have been recognized by international environ-
mental conservation organizations such as WWF, 
IUCN, WEF, and other leading countries. Pakistan 
also co-chaired Green Climate Fund (GCF), a key 
financial facility to provide finances to developing 

countries to implement green projects. The current 
government has allocated Rs.10 billion for climate 
change projects for the year 2020-21.

Pakistan’s leadership role in climate change miti-
gation and adaptation is also being replicated by sev-
eral countries. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia recent-
ly announced a 10 billion tree plantation programme 
following in the footsteps of  Pakistan’s 10 billion tree 
afforestation project and “Pakistan has also offered 
the Saudi government all sorts of  technical support 
for successful implementation of  the programme” 
Amin Aslam said.

Prime Minister Imran Khan has lauded Saudi 
Arabia’s Green Kingdom and Green Middle East 
drive and offered support and expertise for the green 
projects. The two initiatives including “the plantation 
of  10 billion trees in the Kingdom and its upscaling 
to 50 billion in the region as part of  Green Middle 
East Initiative are highly commendable,” Pakistan 
premier said in a letter to Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman.

Inviting the Kingdom to collaborate on climate 
change initiatives with Pakistan, PM Imran Khan 
said: “We would also be happy to share experienc-
es, knowledge, and lessons from our nature-based 
approaches and initiatives.” He also praised the new 
renewable energy projects announced by Saudi Ara-
bia, the world’s top crude oil exporter, to reduce car-
bon emissions by generating 50 percent of  its energy 
from renewable sources by 2030. n

The virtual summit would be addressed by the 
leaders of Russia, China, Argentina, Australia, France, 
Indonesia, Germany, Israel, Canada, Japan, Italy, 
Kenya, Mexico, Denmark, Colombia, Congo, Chile, 
Jamaica, and other countries

Nation surprised at 
exclusion of Pakistan 
from US virtual summit 
on climate change

Various civil society activists 
have expressed surprise at 

the exclusion of Pakistan from 
the virtual summit on climate 

change, called by US President 
Joe Biden next month
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T
urkey’s state-run aid agency donated new 
technology to Pakistan to fight locust 
attacks in the country. The ULV vehi-
cle-mounted and man-mounted machines 

along with pesticides were handed over by Turkish 
Cooperation and Coordination Agency’s (TIKA) 
officials to National Disaster Management Author-
ity (NDMA).

The handover ceremony was also attended 
by Federal Food Security and Research Minister 
Fakhar Imam, Turkish Ambassador to Pakistan 
Mustafa Yurdakul, and TIKA head in the capital 
Islamabad Gokhan Umut.

On the occasion, Federal Minister Fakhar Imam 
thanked the Turkish government and the people for 
their generosity. “The government is working to 
modernize the agriculture sector in the country, and 
these machines will upgrade agricultural technolo-
gy,” he said.

In a tweet, Yurdakul said: “Happy to be part of  
Pakistan’s efforts to fight locust swarms.”

Last year swarms of  locusts invaded agricultural 
fields in over 60 districts throughout Pakistan.

These insects, mainly originating from deserts, 
eat anything from bark to seeds and flowers while 
traveling up to 150 kilometers (93 miles) a day.

Last May the region saw the first wave of  a lo-
cust invasion since 1993.

According to the UN Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization (FAO), 38 percent of  Pakistan’s agricul-
ture fields are breeding grounds for the insects.

Meanwhile, a Chinese expert shares his experi-
ence for desert locust control in Pakistan on a we-
binar jointly held by China and Pakistan, accord-
ing to a report published by China Economic Net 
(CEN).

The report says, Tang Renjian, the minister of  
the Chinese Ministry of  Agriculture and Rural Af-
fairs, and Syed Fakhar Imam, Minister for National 
Food Security & Research, sent congratulation and 
a video address respectively for the launch of  the 
locust control training.

At the seminar, Zhang Long, a professor from 
China Agricultural University, said China and Pa-
kistan are iron brothers, and China would like to 
help Pakistan deal with the desert locust plague.

Zhang is one of  the expert team members who 
travelled to Pakistan to help the desert locust con-
trol in February 2020. As Zhang who along with 
the other experts made a field trip across Pakistan, 
made different suggestions for desert locust control 
according to different situations. Zhang then had 
pointed out that Punjab province was facing the 
most emergent situation. As the nymphs were to 
hatch in the next two weeks, he underlined the need 
for taking some immediate actions, including dig-
ging out eggs and spraying chemicals.

Besides specific measures, Zhang also advised 
Pakistanis to establish a sustainable, high-efficient, 
and long-term management system for desert lo-
cust control. In this system, biological and ecolog-
ical controls are the main methods. Zhang thought 
that monitoring and forecast of  the locust should be 
more precise and efficient.

In Pakistan, locust control is primarily the re-
sponsibility of  the Department of  Plant Protection 
under the Ministry of  National Food Security & 
Research. FAO (Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion), a subsidiary agency of  UNO, provides proper 
guidance in this regard and monitors the swarms 
from satellites. The Canadian-made Aircraft “Bea-
ver” was used for the aerial spraying operation. The 
Department of  Plant Protection has five airworthy 
Beaver aircraft; kept in two Hangars, one at Walton 
Airport Lahore and second at the Karachi Airport. 
These aircraft, though old, but are well-equipped, 
its tail-wheel, high-wing made by De Havilland of  

Canada having-single engine of  Pratt and Whit-
ney Company which is 450 horsepower radial tur-
bocharge. Beaver is so reliable it can even land on 
snow, water, and soft land. Such planes were also 
used by residents of  coastal areas of  Canada and 
Alaska for the purpose of  transporting groceries. 
The aircraft is an eight-seater that can fly contin-
uously for five and a half  hours. It can carry up to 
four barrels of  pesticides and can spray 2,000 acres. 
These aircraft are perfect for low flying, and their 
standard for aerial spray and locust control is un-
matched. Along with aircraft, Defender jeeps with 
installed spraying systems are also used in the lo-
cust control mission.

Three aerial bases were set-up in Sukkur, Ra-
him Yar Khan, and Bahawalpur, for the purpose 
of  locust control. On the 15th of  June 2019, it 
revealed through an aerial view from Karachi to 
Sukkur on Beaver aircraft for locust control mis-
sion that in an intense heat-wave in Sukkur locusts 
were present in the form of  swarms and were con-
tinuously arriving from Iran and Balochistan in the 
Nara desert area of  Thari Meerwah and Saleh Pat, 
situated 50 nautical miles away from this district. 

Locust first attacked Gunniawala, the area of  
Cholistan desert of  Rahim Yar Khan, near the In-
dian border. Due to tension with India, we were 
directed by the Civil Aviation Authority to remain 
15 nautical miles away from the border and the 
department continued locust spraying with De-
fender jeeps near Indian border. Numerous camps 
were established in the desert where the locusts 
were controlled through jeeps and the Aerial 
Wing was kept informed about the presence of  
locusts through GPS. Up till now, over 100,000 
hectares area has been sprayed and cleared of  lo-
custs. Luckily locusts did not hit any green belts, 
and thousands of  hectares of  cotton and paddy 
were saved from locust attacks by the department 
which was a great success. Locusts cannot survive 
in cold weather and migrate to Africa in winter 
during his third generation stage. Although locust 
is hazardous to the crops, it is a favourite food for 
the local people, as it has a great amount of  protein 
and fats. Locust pulao and roast locust are much 
loved dishes. n
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The handover ceremony was also attended by Federal Food Security and Research 
Minister Fakhar Imam, Turkish Ambassador to Pakistan Mustafa Yurdakul, and TIKA 
head in the capital Islamabad Gokhan Umut.

After China, Turkey helps 
Pakistan fight locust attacks

Zhang Long, a professor 
from China Agricultural 

University, said China and 
Pakistan are iron brothers, 

and China would like to help 
Pakistan deal with the desert 

locust plague





A 
state-of-the-art smartphone production 
facility established by Airlink in La-
hore was inaugurated by Muhammad 
Hammad Azhar, Federal Minister for 

Finance. The event was attended by a number of  
renowned personalities of  the sector including Al-
mas Hyder, Chairman EDB & other government 
officials. Airlink has been in the distribution deal-
ing business for the past 10 years working with top 
smartphone brands like Samsung, iPhone, Huawei, 
Xiaomi, Alcatel, TCL, Tecno & iTel. The compa-
ny has been a strong proponent of  investment in 
Pakistan and has established the factory with 100 
percent owned equity with a production capacity of  
six million units per annum.

This new venture is a state-of-the-art smartphone 
production with a vision of  contract manufacturing 
in the country while meeting all the International 
standards of  quality and production. The compa-
ny has already secured contracts with TECNO, itel 
and TCL with all regulatory approvals.

Addressing this historic occasion, Muzzaffar 
Hayat Piracha CEO Airlink Communication Ltd. 
expressed his gratitude for inaugurating the produc-
tion plant. He said: “I feel honored that Airlink was 
able to establish this state-of-the-art facility in these 
unprecedented times which resonates with the 
Prime Minister’s vision to promote “Made in Pa-
kistan” products that will not only create employ-
ment opportunities for people of  Pakistan but also 
reduce the import bill, thus lessening the burden on 
foreign exchange reserves.”

This initiative of  the government and its govern-
ing authorities will help focus on employment gen-
eration, import-substitution, and technology trans-
fer. It will also connect Pakistan to the international 

supply chain and will create export potential. 
Addressing the inauguration ceremony, Fed-

eral Minister for Finance said that effective and 
well-conceived industrial policies of  the govern-
ment were now resulting in the industrial revolution 
and robust economic growth.

He sounded optimistic that the smartphone 
manufacturing sector would emerge as even larger 
than the automobile industry in next ten years and 
its export revenues might be equal to country’s tex-
tile sector.

He mentioned that when PTI came into govern-
ment in 2018, around 70 to 80 percent of  smart-
phones sold in the local markets were smuggled. He 
said the government studied anti-smuggling strate-
gies of  other countries and introduced DIRBS (Mo-
bile Devices Identification, Registration and Block-
ing System) under which no mobile phone could be 
activated without clearing relevant duties and taxes.

He said due to effective policies of  the govern-
ment, no smuggled phones are sold in the local 
markets and the government is collecting 60 to 70 

billion rupees duty from mobile phones. He said the 
anti-smuggling measures also created ample space 
in the local market for the manufacturers of  smart-
phones.

Hammad Azhar said the government had also 
introduced Mobile Phones Manufacturing Policy 
2020 and now five major players of  this sector were 
setting up their manufacturing units in Pakistan. 
“This is our landmark journey and now we are 
moving from the local market to export of  smart-
phones,” he said.

He said Pakistan witnessed eight percent growth 
in large-scale manufacturing sector during July 
2020-January 2021 which could be possible due to 
viable industrial policies of  the government.

Hammad Azhar congratulated the Airlink team 
for their efforts and said that in consonance with 
the vision of  the PM, the government was commit-
ted to bringing in investment-friendly policies while 
ensuring ease of  doing business in the country. n
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Airlink has been dealing in 
the distribution business for 

the past 10 years working 
with top smartphone brands 

like Samsung, iPhone, 
Huawei, Xiaomi, Alcatel, 

TCL, Tecno & iTel

This new venture is a state-of-the-art smartphone production facility with a vision of 
contract manufacturing in the country while meeting all the International standards 
of quality and production. The company has already secured contracts with TECNO, 
itel, and TCL with all regulatory approvals

Inaugural ceremony of Airlink’s 
smartphone production facility held
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v
ivo, the leading global smartphone brand, 
today has officially launched the X60 Pro, 
the premium high end flagship smartphone 
which features professional photography ca-

pabilities, unsurpassed design, and flagship perfor-
mance. The X60 Pro marks as one of  the inaugu-
ral vivo devices to be created in collaboration with 
ZEISS, a global leader in optics and optoelectron-
ics. Featuring a cutting-edge design from vivo with 
maximum imaging quality co-engineered by ZEISS, 
the X60 Pro signifies vivo’s commitment to deliv-
ering the ultimate mobile photography experience. 
Photography redefined through global partnership 
with ZEISS

Being the first vivo smartphone to be co-engi-
neered with the iconic brand ZEISS, X60 Pro inte-
grates the user-oriented innovation of  vivo and the 
outstanding expertise in mobile imaging of  ZEISS 
to culminate exceptional software and hardware ca-
pabilities. The combined best-in-class optical lenses, 
sensors, image processing algorithms, and diverse 
multi-modal features allow users to enjoy camera 
technologies that were previously only limited to 
professional photographers. 

“We are excited to launch the first ever X series 
smartphone in Pakistan with professional photogra-
phy and videography capabilities. As mobile pho-
tography is one of  vivo’s long-term strategic tracks, 
we entered into a global partnership with ZEISS, a 
legend in the world of  optics for 175 years to jointly 
engineer the imaging system of X60 series products - 
X60 Pro is the result of  that commitment. Featuring 
the cutting edge Gimbal Stabilization 2.0, Extreme 
Night Vision 2.0, Superb Night Camera 2.0 and oth-
ers, X60 Pro allows users to capture ultra-stable and 
professional grade images and videos in a wide range 
of  scenarios and therefore, is redefining the whole 
mobile photography experience.” said Mr. Eric 
Kong, CEO of vivo Pakistan.

Key to the X60 Pro’s top-notch photography 
capabilities lies in its ground-breaking vivo-ZEISS 
co-engineered imaging system, resulting in uncom-
promised and powerful performance. The X60 Pro 

comes with an Ultra-Thin Quad-Curve Design with 
three rear cameras (48MP Ultra-wide Gimbal Cam-
era + 13MP Wide-Angle + 13MP Portrait rear cam-
era), as well as a 32MP front camera. The ZEISS 
logo has been emblazoned on the lens, while the 
ZEISS Vario-Tessar trademark is engraved beneath 
the cameras, fitting for the professional photography 
flagship device that is sure to turn heads.

For the first time, users can also access ZEISS 
Biotar Portrait Style on the vivo X series. This new 
feature allows users to create customized profession-
al portraits with an unprecedented ability to render 
centre sharpness and a unique swirly harmonious 
bokeh. 

Bringing advanced imaging features to users
vivo has refined its existing imaging technolo-

gies to be implemented within the X60 Pro, starting 
with Gimbal Stabilization 2.0. The device utilizes 
the latest VIS 5-axis video stabilization technology 
allowing users to obtain clear shots of  objects in dy-
namic motion with greater accuracy. Extreme Night 
Vision 2.0 allows users to recreate a million shades 
of  the night with a single tap, capturing the impres-
sive expanse of  the night through vivo’s innovative 
AI noise-reduction algorithm. With Ultra-wide night 
mode and Superb Night Camera 2.0 users can cap-
ture beautiful images in all scenarios, from scenery 
to portrait, from common nightscapes to extremely 
dark environments, while enabling an exceptional 
dynamic range and excellent natural tone represen-
tation. 

Optimal power and flagship performance 
The vivo X60 Pro harnesses the power, connec-

tivity, and speed that can satisfy contemporary high-
end smartphone users, who demand exceptional 
device performance. The vivo X60 Pro runs on the 
Qualcomm Snapdragon 870 to collectively beat its 
predecessors on all fronts with superior and smooth-
er daily user experiences. With a substantial boost in 
CPU and GPU performance, these energy-efficient 
processors contain integrated 5G basebands** that 
can make the user’s 5G wireless network lightning 
fast with minimal latency. 

Decked with a 4200mAh (TYP) battery and 
33W FlashCharge technology, X60 Pro ensures solid 
durability and swift charging time, providing a more 
convenient mobile experience. Optimizing users’ sen-
sory experience, the vivo X60 Pro features a 120Hz 
refresh rate* and 240Hz response rate running on an 
edge-to-edge AMOLED display. The industry-lead-
ing 120Hz refresh rate allows for effortless scrolling 
and viewing, while the 240Hz response rate induces 
an ultra-responsive touch screen to optimize user’s 
performance in gaming or occupational capacities. 

Ultra-thin design with premium aesthetics
Notwithstanding the multitude of  powerful fea-

tures and cutting-edge capabilities of  the X60 Pro, 
vivo has managed to encapsulate all of  this technol-
ogy into slim constructs and lightweight shells. The 
X60 Pro is astonishingly slim at 7.59mm containing 
a 3.96mm front camera punch hole centered at the 
top with ultra-narrow bezels.

Exuding elegant 3D curvature with futuristic aes-
thetics, the X60 Pro boasts super-slender curves and 
a sleek silhouette. The contours are more captivating 
than ever and adorned with a choker – a beautiful 
band that runs along the top edge to complete a pic-
ture of  grace with a sophisticated touch and feel. 

The colours palettes of  the X60 Pro are inspired 
by the summer bloom, available in Blue or Black. 
With Blue, users can experience the visual radiance 
and feel the eternal hope of  a sunrise, comprised 
of  soft blue and purple hues that peek through the 
morning mist. Black is a powerful colour way that 
envelopes consumers in the tranquil summer night 
sky, allowing them to feel the fervour and passion 
hidden within – the energy of  life. 

Pricing & availability: 
vivo X60 Pro is available for sale across Pakistan 

at the price of  Rs. 129,999 only. vivo offers one-year 
warranty for X60 Pro along with 15 days free re-
placement and 6 months warranty for accessories. 
vivo X60 Pro is duly approved by PTA and supports 
all mobile networks in Pakistan. Zong customers can 
also get 12GB free mobile internet by using their 4G 
SIM card in Slot 1 (2GB Internet/month for 6 m n
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The X60 Pro marks as one of the inaugural vivo devices to be created in collaboration 
with ZEISS, a global leader in optics and optoelectronics. Featuring a cutting-edge design 
from vivo with maximum imaging quality co-engineered by ZEISS, the X60 Pro signifies 
vivo’s commitment to delivering the ultimate mobile photography experience

vivo officially launched X60 
Pro, premium high end flagship 
smartphone in Pakistan





T
he Universal Service Fund (USF) Board 
approved as many as nine projects worth 
approximately Rs 8.15 billion to provide 
High-Speed Mobile Broadband services 

to approximately 7.59 million people in unserved 
and underserved areas of  Punjab, Sindh, Baloch-
istan, and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK). 

On the instruction of  Minister for Information 
Technology (IT) and Telecommunication, Syed 
Aminul Haque, the USF Board approved the award 
of  Next Generation Broadband for Sustainable De-
velopment contracts to Jazz, Telenor, and Ufone 
and Optic Fiber Cable contracts to Nayatel and 
PTCL. 

The Board also ap-
proved the launch of  a 
new programme called 
the ‘Next Generation 
Broadband for Sus-
tainable Development 
Program for Tourist 
Locations’ to promote 
tourism in the country. 

The Federal Sec-
retary for Ministry of  
IT and Telecommuni-
cation and Chairman 

of  USF Board, Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqui chaired 
the 76th Board of  Directors meeting of  USF, said 
a news release. 

While addressing the meeting, the Federal Sec-
retary, Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqui said, “Digital Paki-
stan Vision” can see fruition only if  every citizen 
of  the country has access to mobile technology and 
internet service. In this regard, Federal Minister for 
IT and Telecommunication, Syed Aminul Haque 
has issued clear instructions for initiating develop-
ment projects and their execution in all remote and 
economically marginalized areas. 

The Minister has also expressed his satisfaction 
with USF’s performance whereby USF in the cur-
rent 31 months cumulatively presented Rs 30 bil-
lion worth of  projects. 

These projects include unserved and under-
served areas in the Ex-FATA region, Balochistan, 
Sindh, Punjab, and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinc-
es.

The secretary also added that as advised by 
Syed Amin Ul Haque, 
the Board has ap-
proved special projects 
on an urgent basis for 
providing High-Speed 
Mobile Broadband ser-
vices in tourist areas. 

The completion 
of  these projects is 
not only aligned with 
the Prime Minister’s 
vision on promoting 
tourism but also aims 

to provide these services to visiting tourists, and lo-
cal citizenry and support them in income-generat-
ing activities. The Chief  Executive Officer of  USF, 
Haaris Mahmood Chaudhary apprised the Board 
members about the projects. 

He also shed light on the new programme that 
focuses on providing High-Speed Mobile Broad-
band services to tourist destinations.

Further, he said the team of  USF was working 
relentlessly to provide High-Speed Mobile Broad-
band services in areas such as Babusar Top, Lake 
Saiful Malook, and Sharan Forest in Manshera 
district, Kumrat Valley in Upper Dir district, Ma-
hodand Lake in Swat district, and in Galiyaat. 

This will not only provide Information and 
Communication Technologies (ICT) to domestic 
and foreign tourists but also play a significant role 
in ensuring timely response to the concerned agen-
cies in case of  an emergency. 

According to the details, the Board approved 
the award of  contracts under the Next Generation 
Broadband for Sustainable Development program 
worth around Rs  3.68 billion to Jazz, Telenor, and 
Ufone that will benefit an unserved population of  
approximately 2.6 million and an approximate un-

served area of  37,730 sq-km.
Jazz is being awarded the contract of  Shikarpur, 

Jacobabad, and Kashmore districts in the province 
of  Sindh; Multan and Khanewal districts in Punjab 
and Pishin; Killa Abdullah and Quetta districts in 
the province of  Balochistan. 

This will serve an unserved population of  
around 2.22 million in 819 unserved muazas and 
an approximate unserved area of  16,357 sq-km. 
Similarly, Telenor is being awarded the contract of  

Swat, Swabi, Nowshera, Mardan, and Charsadda 
districts in the province of  Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
that will benefit an unserved population of  approx-

imately 0.22 Million in 120 unserved muazas and 
approximately 2,279 sq-km of  unserved area. 

Likewise, Ufone is being awarded the contract 
of  Panjgur district in the province of  Balochistan 
that will benefit an unserved population of  approx-
imately 0.15 Million in 69 unserved muazas and 
approximately 19,094 sq-km of  the area previously 
unserved. 

The Board also approved the award of  contracts 
under the Optic Fiber Cable programme to Nayatel 
and PTCL for the province of  Punjab. 

Nayatel is being awarded the contract of  Ran-
janpur and Muzaffargarh districts while PTCL is 
being awarded the contract of  DG Khan District. 
The Optic Fiber Cable projects are valued at ap-
proximately Rs 4.47 billion that aimed at laying 
of  1,632 km of  optical fiber cable to connect 228 
towns and union councils thereby providing High-
Speed Mobile Broadband services to an unserved 
population of  approximately 4.98 million. 

Other Board members comprising Muhamad 
Omar Malik, Member- Telecom MoITT, Maj. Gen 
(R) Amir Azeem Bajwa, Chairman PTA; Shabahat 
Ali Shah, CEO-NITB; Irfan Wahab, CEO-Telenor 
Pakistan; Imran Akhtar Shah, VP for Government 
Sales, Super Net Pvt Ltd and Nominee of  Data 
Licensees; Kaukab Iqbal, Chairman-Consumer As-
sociation of  Pakistan and Nominee of  Consumer 
Group; and management of  USF Co. also attended 
the meeting. n
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Jazz is being awarded the contract of Shikarpur, 
Jacobabad, and Kashmore districts in the province 
of Sindh; Multan and Khanewal districts in Punjab 
and Pishin; Killa Abdullah, and Quetta districts in the 
province of Balochistan

USF approves 9 
projects for high-speed 
broadband services

Ufone is being awarded the 
contract of Panjgur district in 
the province of Balochistan 
that will benefit an unserved 
population of approximately 
0.15 million in 69 unserved 
muazas and approximately 

19,094 sq-km of the area previ-
ously unserved



T
he Universal Service Fund (USF) has 
awarded the contract worth approximately 
Rs 2.07 billion to Ufone for providing High-
Speed Mobile Broadband services in Kech 

district of Balochistan province. Federal Minister for 
Information Technology (IT) and Telecommunica-
tion, Syed Aminul Haque, and Federal Minister for 
Defence Production, Zubaida Jalal witnessed the 
contract signing ceremony held at the USF office re-
cently. The contract was signed by Haaris Mahmood 
Chaudhary, CEO, USF, with Nadeem Khan, Acting 
CEO and Group Chief Financial Officer (CFO), 
Ufone. Federal Secretary for IT and Telecommunica-
tion, Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqui, and Chairman PTA, 
Maj-Gen (R) Amir Azeem Bajwa were also present 
at the ceremony. Sector Commander South, Briga-
dier Atif  Bin Saeed and senior government officials 
from Turbat virtually attended the ceremony. Ad-
dressing the ceremony Federal Minister for IT and 
Telecommunication, Syed Aminul Haque said, “in 
light of the Prime Minister’s vision of Digital Pa-
kistan, the Ministry of IT and Telecommunication 
through USF, has awarded yet another project for the 
socio-economic betterment of the people of Baloch-
istan. Through the contract residents of Kech district 
will reap the benefits of High-Speed Internet in a span 
of 12-18 months.”  He said It is the priority of the 
Government to ensure Balochistan at the forefront 
of technology development since the government is 
working to build a robust Digital Pakistan. “The Min-
istry of IT and Telecommunication through USF has 
contracted various development projects worth ap-
proximately Rs seven billion to provide High-Speed 
Mobile Broadband services in districts of Chagai, 
Noshki, Bolan, Mastung, Panjgur, Gwadar, Ziarat, 
Jaffarabad, and Pishin. These projects are expected 
to be completed within 12 to 18 months from the date 
of commencement,” he said. The Federal Minister 
for IT also highlighted the progress made on Nation-

al Highways programme. “The Ministry of IT and 
Telecommunication through USF has initiated devel-
opment projects worth approximately Rs 1.8 Billion 
to provide High-Speed Mobile Broadband services to 
commuters on all National Highways in Balochistan, 
thereby covering a road segment of 1,780 km. NH 10 
and NH 25 are 75 percent completed whereas NH 
50 and NH 70 are 50 percent completed. Likewise, 
NH 25 and NH 65 are 25 percent completed. All 
National Highway projects will be completed within 
the next 6 to 9 months” the Minister explained. In 
Balochistan, the youth are benefiting from DG Skills 
and Virtual University’s education programs. So 
far, 25,000 youngsters have completed free licensing 
courses amongst others through DG Skills. Similar-
ly, through Virtual University programs, offline cen-

ters have been established in nine districts whereby 
thousands of students can access educational courses 
without any internet service. Four new software tech-
nology parks are being established in Quetta, Khuz-
dar, Turbat, and Gwadar in Balochistan where in lieu 
of rent, the government will give a 25 percent subsidy 
and other facilities. Federal Minister for IT shared 
that 3,500 students from Balochistan will be provid-
ed a 6-month paid internship with a monthly stipend 
of Rs 20,000. Other than this, new national incuba-
tion center campuses will be set up. With the help 
of Ignite, new projects for the youth in research and 
development will be initiated as well. Syed Aminul 

Haque stated that the people of Balochistan should 
not be disappointed “as we are working very hard for 
the development of this province.” He said the Prime 
Minister is very clear in his vision that there is no na-
tional progress without progress in Balochistan. This 
is the reason whereby upon my instructions, Federal 
Secretary for IT and Telecommunication, Shoaib Ah-
mad Siddiqui, and all attached departments working 
under our ministry undertook a tour to Quetta and 
apprised the Government of Balochistan regarding 
its development projects, the Minister added.  Shar-
ing his thoughts at the ceremony, CEO USF, Haaris 
Mahmood Chaudhary said, “This project will bene-
fit an unserved population of 0.34 Million, thereby 
covering an unserved area of 23,964 sq. km. of Kech 
district. Upon the directive of the Federal Minister for 
IT and Telecommunication, our focus on providing 
access and connectivity to the remote and far-flung 
areas of the country remains distinguished. In the last 
two years, USF has contracts projects worth over Rs 
21 Billion. This project has been awarded to Ufone 
through an efficient and transparent competitive bid-
ding process. We strive to empower the people of Ba-
lochistan and bring ease into their lives through these 
projects”.

Sharing his views at the ceremony, Group CFO 
and Acting CEO PTCL and Ufone, Nadeem Khan 
said, “Ufone is dedicated to the cause of a Digital Pa-
kistan. Our telecommunications projects in Baloch-
istan are an attempt to make lives easier for the mil-
lions that are residing in the province. Through this 
project in the Kech district of Balochistan, we aim to 
provide telecom services to 306 muazas of the area. 
This dream would have never reached fruition with-
out the support of USF, which has been devoted to 
the cause of providing connectivity in far-flung areas 
of Pakistan.”

Senior officials of the IT Ministry, USF, and 
Ufone were also present at the ceremony. n

The contract was signed by Haaris Mahmood Chaudhary, CEO, USF, with Nadeem 
Khan, Acting CEO and Group Chief Financial Officer (CFO), Ufone. Federal 
Secretary for IT and Telecommunication, Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqui and Chairman 
PTA, Maj-Gen (R) Amir Azeem Bajwa were also present at the ceremony

Ufone gets USF contract for 
providing mobile broadband 
services in Kech

Sharing his views at the cere-
mony, Group CFO and Acting 

CEO PTCL and Ufone, Nadeem 
Khan said Ufone is dedicated to 
the cause of a Digital Pakistan
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C
hinese smartphone maker Xiaomi Corp 
reported a 36.7 percent rise in 4th-quarter 
net profit, as its major Android rival Hua-
wei steadily retreats from the global mar-

ket due to US-led sanctions. Adjusted net profit for 
the quarter ending December 31 rose to 3.2 billion 
yuan ($490.84 million). Sales jumped 24.8 percent 
year-on-year to 70.5 billion yuan. Smartphone sales, 
which make up the bulk of  the company’s revenue, 
hit 42.6 billion yuan, a 38.4 percent increase. In the 
October-December quarter, Xiaomi’s shipments in 
China surged 52 percent from a year earlier, and the 
company cornered 15 percent of  the market share. 
Following a ban by Washington on key components 
placed on its smartphones, handset shipments by 
Huawei Technologies Co. Ltd plummeted both in 
China and overseas, according to market research 
reports.

Anticipating the opportunity, Xiaomi and other 
Android-based smartphone makers ramped up pro-
duction of  their devices towards the end of  last year. 
This, however, contributed to an ongoing chip short-
age that was partly caused by demand for consumer 
electronics during the pandemic, outstripping supply 
from chipmakers such as Qualcomm.

In February, Xiaomi vice president Lu Weibing 
called the crunch an “extreme shortage”.

Overseas sales grew 27.6 percent to 33.8 billion 
yuan, accounting for 47.9 percent of  the company’s 
total revenue. That marks a slight return to a reliance 
on its home market in China. The company reported 
over 50 percent of  its revenue came from internation-
al markets for the first time when it announced the 

first quarter 2020 results. Concurrent with earnings, 
Xiaomi announced it acquired a 50.09 percent in 

Zimi, the maker of  Xiaomi’s branded portable phone 
chargers, in a deal valued at $204.7 million. The Bei-
jing-based firm grew smartphone shipments by 32 
percent in the last three months of  the year, leading 
the crop of  Chinese phone makers grabbing market 
share from Huawei, whose shipments fell more than 
40 percent under the weight of  US sanctions. More 
than one in 10 smartphones shipped during the De-
cember holiday season came from Xiaomi, behind 
just Apple Inc. and Samsung Electronics Co., ac-
cording to research firm International Data Corp. 
But growth in the next few quarters may be capped 
by a shortage of  vital components including semi-
conductors, executives told reporters.

”The chip shortage will become a big challenge 
this year and the next,” President Wang Xiang said 
on a call after the earnings were released. “We are 

working with partners to have a better supply situ-
ation.” He added that he’s “optimistic” that Xiao-
mi is on the track for growth this year despite the 
component shortages. Chew Shou Zi, president of  
international operations, is resigning from Xiaomi 
for family reasons, the company said in a separate 
filing. Chew said in a tweet he will be joining social 
media giant ByteDance Ltd. as the chief  financial 
officer in Singapore.

The executive had served as the chief  financial 
officer when the firm went public in Hong Kong two 
years ago and was leading its expansion overseas, a 
key growth area. Revenue from the overseas market 
rose 28 percent in the fourth quarter.

Xiaomi’s share of  the China smartphone market 
climbed to 14.6 percent last quarter from 9.2 percent 
a year earlier, the company said in a statement. It re-
tained its lead in India in the quarter, and was ranked 
at the top position in Central and Eastern Europe for 
the first time, Xiaomi said, citing data from Canalys. 
Shares of  Xiaomi fell 2.5 percent in Hong Kong last 
month before the results were released. The stock has 
rebounded from this month’s lows after the compa-
ny unveiled a HK$10 billion ($1.3 billion) stock-buy-
back plan and a U.S. federal judge temporarily halted 
a Trump administration order to restrict U.S. invest-
ment in the firm. Xiaomi has denounced the Defense 
Department’s decision to place the company on a list 
of  companies with alleged ties to the Chinese mili-
tary as “unlawful” and it’s working on a full reversal 
of  the blacklisting. S&P Dow Jones Indices said last 
month that the stock is eligible for index inclusion, 
following the court ruling.

Founded by billionaire entrepreneur Lei Jun, 
over a decade ago, Xiaomi has built a consumer 
electronics empire beyond smartphones. It relies on 
“ecosystem” companies to sell a wide spectrum of  
devices from robot vacuum cleaners to smart door 
locks in an attempt to ease dependence on smart-
phone sales, which contributes roughly two-thirds of  
the company’s total revenue.

Xiaomi’s effort to expand offline stores in China 
will not only directly drive sales, but also serve as ser-
vice spots and display centers that could magnify its 
online strength, according to a report by Citigroup 
analysts Andre Lin and Arthur Lai. The analysts ex-
pect Xiaomi’s global smartphone shipments in 2021 
could jump 34 percent to around 200 million units. 
In India, Xiaomi ranked No.1 for the 13th consec-
utive quarter in the fourth quarter of  2020 in terms 
of  smartphone shipments, with a market share of  
27.4 percent, according to Canalys. In the fourth 
quarter of  2020, the Group also experienced mean-

ingful growth in other emerging markets. According 
to Canalys, Xiaomi’s smartphone shipments ranked 
4th in Latin America in the fourth quarter of  2020, 
with year-over-year growth of  215.4 percent. Mar-
ket share in the region increased to 9.1 percent in the 
fourth quarter of  2020 from 2.7 percent in the same 
period of  2019. In the fourth quarter of  2020, smart-
phone shipments also attained a top 4 position in the 
Middle East and Africa. n
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The results come as Huawei Technologies Co Ltd, 
the company’s main rival, steadily retreats from the 
global smartphone market due to US-led sanctions. 
Anticipating the opportunity, Xiaomi and other Android-
based smartphone makers ramped up production of 
their devices towards the end of last year

Xiaomi profit rises 
36.7% on handset 
demand

Founded by billionaire 
entrepreneur Lei Jun, over a 

decade ago, Xiaomi has built a 
consumer electronics empire 

beyond smartphones





P
eshawar High Court (PHC) lifted the ban 
earlier placed on popular video-sharing App 
‘TikTok’ and directed Pakistan Telecommu-
nication Authority (PTA) to take steps to 

ensure that “immoral content” is not uploaded to the 
platform. PHC last month ordered the PTA to block 
the App over videos it deemed contrary to the con-
servative country’s moral values. The App, owned 
by China-based ByteDance, has been downloaded 
almost 39 million times in Pakistan.

The Chinese-owned platform – wildly popular 
among Pakistani youth, particularly in rural areas 
– had also agreed to moderate content after the first 
brief  ban in October. The court also directed PTA Di-
rector-General, Tariq Gandapur, to submit a detailed 
report on the next hearing fixed for May 25.

Reacting to the news, Minister for Science and 
Technology Ch. Fawad Hussain cautioned against 
“taking decisions that may affect the economic future 
of Pakistan.”

“We need a framework to encourage internation-
al companies to make Pakistan their investment hub,” 
he said on Twitter. At the outset of the hearing, PHC 
Chief Justice Qaiser Rashid asked the PTA Direc-
tor-General to explain the action taken by the Tele-
com regulator. The Director-General told the court 
that the Authority had taken up the issue with the 
company again. He said the platform had also hired 
a focal person for content policy who would monitor 
all objectionable and illegal content uploaded to the 
platform. “You should have a system in place to dif-
ferentiate between good and bad content,” the judge 
remarked. He stated that people would avoid upload-
ing such content on the platform if  PTA took strict 
action against those who did that.

“When people will learn that the PTA will take 
action against them, they will not upload such 
things,” he said.

The PTA DG said the Authority had talked to the 
TikTok management on the subject of permanently 
blocking those who continually uploaded such con-
tent. “This shouldn’t be a one-time thing. You should 
take further steps to stop objectionable content on 
TikTok,” the judge said.

PTA lawyer Jehanzeb Mehsud replied that there 
were some sites where it was not possible to block 
a certain type of content. “The whole site has to be 
blocked,” he said.

At the last hearing, the Telecom regulator had in-
formed the court that it had blocked access to around 
500,000 objectionable videos on TikTok.

TikTok released a statement that it was “pleased” 
to be once again available to Pakistan. “This is a tes-
tament to TikTok’s continued commitment to enforc-
ing our community guidelines to promote a safe and 
positive community online,” a spokesperson for the 
platform said.

“The creativity and passion of this community 
has brought joy to households across Pakistan and 
provided a home for incredibly talented creators. Tik-
Tok is excited to be able to continue enabling Paki-
stani voices and creativity as we work to support the 
success story of Pakistan,” the statement said.

“We want to acknowledge PTA’s support and on-
going productive dialogue, and recognise their care 
for the digital experience of Pakistani users, which 
goes a long way in assuring a stable, enabling envi-
ronment to allow us to explore further investment in 
Pakistan, and to keep open vital economic oppor-
tunities for Pakistani creators through TikTok,” the 
statement concluded. The Pakistan Telecommunica-
tion Authority has blocked access to around 500,000 
objectionable videos on the popular video-sharing 
Application TikTok in the country.

He said the PTA had been strictly monitoring the 
mobile App and blocked access to around 500,000 
objectionable videos in the country.

The lawyer said even the US, China, and other 
countries didn’t have any mechanism to filter the Tik-
Tok content.

The chief justice observed that the court would 
appreciate if  TikTok was used purely for entertain-
ment purposes and that it won’t allow indecent and 
un-Islamic videos in the country.

“No doubt, it is apparently mere an Application 
just for entertainment but over a period it has become 
an addiction to which mostly the younger generation 
has fallen prey,” the bench had ruled in its detailed 
order, adding that inspired by the TikTok Applica-
tion, some teenagers reportedly, committed suicide 
in the country. The bench had observed that during 
the course of arguments, some more nasty/offensive 

material had been produced by the petitioners, which 
was being uploaded boldly and daringly.

On the other hand, TikTok has been forced to lay 
off  some of its workers in India. It announced that it 
will cut workers in India after it had “not been given 
a clear direction on how and when our Apps could 
be reinstated.”

“It is deeply regretful that after supporting our 
2000+ employees in India for more than half  a year, 
we have no choice but to scale back the size of our 
workforce,” a TikTok spokesperson said in a state-
ment.

TikTok made its decision public days after Indian 
media reported that the country plans to make per-
manent a ban on 59 Chinese Apps that were blocked 
last June, including TikTok, Tencent’s WeChat, and 
Alibaba’s UC Browser. Indian regulators at the time 
claimed that the Apps posed a “threat to sovereignty 
and integrity.” The ban was a huge blow to TikTok, 
which had an estimated 120 million users in India.

Though TikTok said, it has “worked steadfastly to 
comply with” authorities in the country, such efforts 
appear to have had little effect.

“We continually strive to make our Apps comply 
with local laws and regulations, and do our best to 
address any concerns they have,” the TikTok spokes-
person said. “It is therefore disappointing that in the 
ensuing seven months, despite our efforts we have not 
been given a clear direction on how and when our 
apps could be reinstated.”

The spokesperson added that the company hopes 
the app will someday be allowed to return.  n
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TikTok released a statement that it was “pleased” to be 
once again available to Pakistan. “This is a testament 
to TikTok’s continued commitment to enforcing our 
community guidelines to promote a safe and positive 
community online

PHC lifts ban on 
TikTok as it agrees to 
follow ‘community 
guidelines and comply 
with local laws’

The telecom regulator had 
informed the court that it had 

blocked access to around 
500,000 objectionable videos 

on TikTok



P
rime Minister Imran Khan has approved 
the establishment of  a Civil Drone Author-
ity to regulate the use of  drones and also 
boost local production of  this hi-tech item. 

Working out a policy framework for the adoption 
and management of  drones is essential for business-
es, agriculture, research, recreational activities, and 
many other areas of  national development.

The new Drone Authority would not only fill 
the regulatory void but also be instrumental in the 
promotion and domestic production of  drones. “Ef-
ficient use of  drone technology will help improve uti-
lization of  resources and service level,” the premier 
said. He also wanted an expeditious constitution of  
the organization after the Cabinet’s approval.

It is pertinent to mention that other functions of  
the authority would include granting, rescinding, 
and renewal of  the licences for manufacturing, im-
port, and operation of  drones as well as associated 
technology on payment of  a certain amount of  fees. 
Besides, the authority would have the power to pre-
scribe standards for grant of  licence to local man-

ufacturers and importers of  drone and associated 
technologies and certify compliance of  such equip-
ment with prescribed standards.

Pakistan’s first Drone Regulatory Authority will 
supervise and implement several regulations relat-
ed to unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) or drones 
including licensing or drone permits, import, local 
manufacturing of  drones and develop the standards 
for drone production, operations, training, research, 
and development. It would also provide guidance for 
operating and flying drones to ensure public safety. 
The authority would be empowered to undertake 
enforcement actions through warnings, fines, and 
imprisonment.

The new organization would be headed by Sec-
retary Aviation Division, Shoukat Ali, and comprise 
among the members top officers from Pakistan Air 
Force (PAF), Civil Aviation Authority (CAA), Min-
istry of  Defence Production, Ministry of  Interior, 
and Ministry of  Science and Technology and repre-
sentatives from each federating unit. Three indepen-
dent experts, whose names have yet to be decided, 

would also be part of  the organization.
The public safety and national security challeng-

es posed by unmanned aircraft demand a strong 
regulatory framework. Experts have welcomed the 
Pakistan government’s drone regulation move but 
some believe that the country needed a ‘drone policy 
and not an authority.’

“There is no reason to have a separate drone au-
thority when civil aviation authority already exists. 
Drones are unmanned aircraft and that come under 
the aviation authority” Mosharraf  Zaidi, public poli-
cy professional said. He says that a new organization 
with a few high-paying jobs could add a significant 
burden to the national exchequer. More importantly, 
“the new body would make the execution of  public 
policy and regulation less coherent and more open 
to misuse”, he argued. The policy is seen as the first 
step towards building the drone industry in a coun-
try where the import of  drones is practically banned 
due to security concerns. Experts say the regulation 
would help Pakistan tap into the commercial drone 
market, which is expected to touch $43 billion by 
2025 with an annual 20 percent growth rate.

Minister for Science and Technology Fawad 
Chaudhry described the development as a “mile-
stone” and said that the Ministry’s current focus is 
on agricultural and police drones. Pakistan’s police 
recently started using drones to ensure public safety 
while the locally developed drones were also utilized 
to fight the locust attacks. The drone manufacturers 

call upon the federal government to encourage the 
private sector by offering direct support and tax in-
centives to enable them to develop the local indus-
try and attract foreign investments and enter joint 
ventures. “Pakistan is missing out on a huge poten-
tial to build its drone industry due to excessive red-
tapism and high customs duties” Imran Wazeer, the 
COO of ABM SATUMA, a private company with 
two decades of  drone manufacturing and integrated 
technologies experience, told the media. The private 
sector has been at the forefront of  developing drone 
technologies with the support of  government all over 
the world, he said.

The National Highways and Motorway Police 
(NHMP) announced the launch of  drone technolo-
gy to carry out highway patrolling.

According to a media report, Motorway Police 
have bought a fair number of  drones to keep an 
around-the-clock eye on the activity on the Motor-
way. The said decision is reportedly a part of  a 5-year 
plan that enlists the NHMP’s phase-wise transition 
to a more modern standard of  operations. In the ini-
tial phase, the drones will monitor the traffic on the 
M9 Motorway. An NHMP official told the media 
that the pilot project for testing drone technology for 
patrolling motorways and highways began a month 
ago. The official added that drone surveillance pro-
vides an easier, faster, and cheaper alternative to 
vehicular patrolling as it offers more visibility and 
greater mobility at a lesser cost.

Prime Minister Imran Khan has recently given a 
go-ahead to the constitution of  a Civil Drone Au-
thority. The institution shall explore the peaceful and 
productive uses of  drone technology in commerce, 
agriculture, security, and research.

The Prime Minister noted that the organization 
would play an important role in the localization of  
the said technology and the formation of  rules and 
regulatory policies. n

The new Drone Authority would not only fill the regulatory 
void but also be instrumental in the promotion and 
domestic production of drones. “Efficient use of drone 
technology will help improve utilization of the resources 
and service level,” the premier said. He also wanted an 
expeditious constitution of the organization after the 
Cabinet’s approval

PM approves 
establishment of Civil 
Drone Authority to 
regulate use of UAS 
or drones

Other functions of the 
Authority would include 
granting, rescinding, and 

renewal of licences for the 
manufacturing, import, and 

operation of drones as well as 
associated technology on 

payment of a certain amount 
of fees
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T
he new auto policy 2021-26 is expected 
to be announced by the government this 
year. The current auto policy provided in-
centives, enabling new players to enter the 

market and offer more choices to the consumers. 
This policy has thus been able to provide a healthy 
competition to the assemblers who had been dom-
inating the market for the last many years. A key 
focus of  the new auto policy should be to make the 
locally assembled cars more affordable for the end 
consumers by rationalising tax/duty structure and 
a transparent pricing mechanism. Presently, the 
assemblers are free to increase the prices on one 
pretext or the other. Some pricing regulation needs 
to be introduced in the new policy to increase au-
tomobile prices and the price change frequency. In 
case of  a decrease in the US dollar against Paki-
stani rupee or other costs, the assemblers should be 
bound to reduce car prices. Currently, even those 
customers who pay the full price of  the vehicle in 
advance are forced to pay the difference in price in 
case it is revised upwards after the booking. This is 
an unfair practice considering the long waiting pe-
riods for most vehicles. Once the customer books a 

car through full payment, it should be binding on all 
the assemblers not to demand an increase in price 
afterwards. Some auto assemblers do not introduce 
the latest versions of  particular cars in the Pakistani 
market and continue offering obsolete models that 
have been discontinued in other parts of  the world. 
There should be a maximum grace period of  one 
year in which it should be mandatory for the assem-
blers to introduce the latest model of  a particular 
car after its global launch.

The locally assembled versions should also in-
clude all the safety features and gadgets offered in 
other countries. The focus on promoting electric ve-
hicles is a step in the right direction. However, the 
government should be cognizant of  the lead time to 
set up electric vehicle assembly plants and develop 
the country’s charging infrastructure. Hence, there 
should be a parallel incentive offered on the local 
assembly of  hybrid vehicles as they are much more 
fuel-efficient than the conventional variants. Strict 
measures and legislation should be adopted in or-
der to tackle the menace of  black-marketing or ‘on 
money’ for vehicles. Presently, the delivery period 
of  around six months for popular models is one of  
the main reasons why the black marketing business 
is flourishing.

Under the Auto Policy 2016-21, new entrants 
are allowed to import 100 units under a concession-
ary duty regime to first test the market and observe 
consumers’ reaction. The government should take 
notice of  new entrants’ activities as they are im-
porting more vehicles rather than focusing on local 
assembly while huge foreign exchange was draining 
out. Due to a huge demand, they also hold huge 
booking orders in their hand.

In August last year, the US dollar was marketed 
at Rs.168, and at present, it is lower at Rs 152–ten 
to 12 percent less than last year–but car prices are 
recording an unabated spike. Last year Honda City 
VTEC (manual) was sold at Rs2.23million which 
now carries the price of  2.467million with the ad-

dition of  Rs. 0.14million, six percent up from last 
year’s price. Honda Civic VTEC (manual), had a 
sale price of  Rs. 3.649million in August last year 
which now stands with an increase of  Rs.98,000 
at Rs.3.747million. Same way Suzuki Cultus VXR 
had a market price of  Rs. 1.745million which now 
is recording the price of  Rs. 1.78million with a visi-
ble increase of  Rs.35,000. Sukuzi WagonR had the 
price of  Rs. 1.605million in August last year has 
been enhanced to Rs 1.64million in March 2021.

Toyota Altis held the price of  Rs. 3.309million 
in August 2020 and with an increase of  Rs.60,000, 
now it is being sold at Rs.3.369million. Toyota 
Grande which had the price of  Rs. 3.679million in 
August last is now showing the increase of  eight 
percent and is being sold at Rs. 3.979million. The 
jump of  Rs. 300,000 just in less than a year, is cer-
tainly worrisome for the buyers.

During the period from August 2018 to August 
2020 when the US dollar had recorded a 36 percent 
increase against the rupee, the vehicles of  1000cc 
had posted a 44 percent increase in price; 1300cc 
cars 55 percent increase in market price; and the 
price of  1600cc cars were enhanced to 43 percent. 
The car manufacturers are raising prices of  their 
products on their whims and choices whereby they 
additionally earn inflated profit. Not that but they 
also sell the new model and new brand vehicles at 
hefty premiums. The short supply of  cars against 
high demand is also becoming a source of  charging 
prices of  the vehicles over the prescribed one for 
the early delivery. The ‘own’ rates at the moment, 
ranges between Rs50,000 to Rs0.8million on the 
car to car basis.

It is pertinent to mention here that in January 
last, the Federal Cabinet had directed the Minis-
try of  Industries to look into the production ca-
pacity of  the automobile companies and submit 
the report when the matter came before it that 

the companies were under-producing the units 
against the market demand. But the government 
step remained without results and the manufac-
turer’s grip continued to be firmed on the affairs.

It is notable that not only the four-wheelers but 
the price of  motorcycles also showed a mind-blow-
ing increase in the market prices. On average the 
prices of  the motorbikes posted a 24 percent in-
crease that went to a heavy financial burden on 
the middle-class people. As to the four-wheelers, 
along with the increased prices, the additional 
charge of  ‘own’ is going on in the market at the 
moment with impunity. Given this situation, it 
would not be wrong to say that car manufacturers 
have a field day with the vehicular prices with no 
holds barred. Giving experts views on exorbitant-
ly high prices of  the cars brought in by car man-
ufacturers, Muhammad Sohail, Chief  Executive 
Officer (CEO) Top Lines Securities said, it stands 
to reason that the car prices ramp up with the 
increase in dollar rate against the rupee. But the 
current jump in vehicular prices is unjustified and 
irrational. He said previously it was argued that 
only three manufacturers’ companies were operat-
ing and they worked out prices of  their products. 
But now eight manufacturers are in the industry 
but the situation is unchanged. CEO Muhammad 
Sohail sounded optimistic about the new policy 
being brought by the government to streamline af-
fairs in the car industry.

Sohail said a car valuing Rs five million at the 
showroom or with the dealer would be next sold 
out at Rs. 5.5millon in black-market then how 
the manufacturer would bring down the price 
of  its unit given this gap in demand and supply. 
He said proportionate to our economy the size 
of  the car industry was also not so huge that was 
keeping the sale of  the cars at a low scale. In the 
year 2017, around 350,000 units of  cars were 
sold out which came down to 125,000 last year, 
while in the current year the projected sale was 
around 200,000. The low sale of  the car units is 
the cause of  their high price, Muhammad Sohail 
said adding, that was the reason for high prices 
despite the fact eight players were in the indus-
try instead of  the previous three. Replying to the 
question on consumers’ protection against the ar-
tificial shortage and additional price of  the cars 
he said, in a few things it has been observed that 
a close nexus of  car companies and dealers had 
been creating artificial shortage to the monetary 
benefit of  the dealers.  This issue is yet unresolved 
and the government must play its role in this re-
gard, he added. We need to find out the causes 
of  continuously soaring prices of  the cars when 
the industry had eight players for competition. 
Sohail also accounted for the price hike in high 
car prices in addition to the dollar rate. He said 
the national statistics department had recorded a 
17 percent hike in the prices of  general items. If  
this situation stays, the car prices will continue to 
show an upward trend no matter the dollar rates 
come down, he observed. He also shared a per-
sonal experience to compare the profit margin of  
Suzuki that is five to seven percent in Pakistan, 
with Suzuki Maruti in India, which has a margin 
of  25 percent. He said India sold out 150,000 to 
200,000 units in a month while in Pakistan this 
was from eight to nine thousand a month and this 
disparity was due to the weak purchase capacity 
of  our people that was also keeping our country 
behind others. He said market forces are the real 
determent of  car prices. He also favoured action 
against those who created an artificial shortage of  
cars to the benefit of  the dealers in order to regu-
late the system. So, he said, poor purchase capac-
ity of  consumers and less demand in the market 
are the principal factors behind the high prices of  
the cars. Secondly, he said, our market was also 
not so strong to absorb the shocks therefore, the 
manufacturing capacity and its sale continue to 
fluctuate throughout the year. He also suggested 
increasing the number of  car manufacturers from 
10 to 15. He said everything could be streamlined 
provided the government framed a solid policy on 
car manufacturing. n 2 9
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Presently, the assemblers are 
free to increase the prices on 

one pretext or the other. Some 
pricing regulation needs to be 
introduced in the new policy 
to increase automobile prices 

and the price change frequency. 
In case of a decrease in the US 
dollar against Pakistani rupee 
or other costs, the assemblers 

should be bound to reduce 
car prices



T
he million-dollar question of whether or 
not Pakistan will opt for electronic voting 
and continue with traditional methods, 
hangs in the balance for the time being, 

while work on developing the Electronic Voting Ma-
chines (EVM) is continuing on the fast track. 

Over the years past the governments have been 
reluctant to go for transparent voting systems for the 
obvious reasons. However, the present government 
has proved different for it champions a cause which 
the traditional political systems repel.

Prime Minister Imran Khan last year announced 
his government’s willingness to introduce electronic 
voting to ensure free and fair and transparent gen-
eral elections. In his address to the nation, he said 
all parties including the PTI, PML-N, and the PPP 
had levelled allegations that the 2013 elections were 
rigged and the same allegations were repeated after 
the elections 2018. He vowed that his party would get 
approval from the Parliament for introducing elec-
tronic voting. He said the EVM would not only en-
able millions of Pakistanis abroad to vote in elections 
but modern technology will also make the election 
process transparent and credible.

“The EVM will counter the voter fraud claims 
made after losing the polls”, Imran Khan said.

Work on the EVM was initiated over a decade ago 
in the country, but the equipment could not be used 
due to the reluctance shown by the government in the 
past. The National Institute of Electronics (NIE) up-
graded the old equipment to make it compatible with 
modern communication systems. The NIE moved 
swiftly as the Minister for Science and Technology, 
Chaudhry Fawad Hussain was keen to see it up and 
running without any delay.

Trials for the equipment are being done under 
practical conditions to ensure no repeat of the fail-
ure of the Results Transmission System (RTS), which 
was part of the Election Results Management system 
for the 2018 general elections.

The indigenous technology has been developed 
by the experts of NIE meeting the international stan-
dards by ensuring accuracy, reliability, and security.

Director-General NIE, Abdul Majeed Soomro, 
said the first version of EVM was developed in the 
year 2015 after the Election Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) decided to use this technology for polling votes 
in elections and called tender for its production on a 

large scale. The NIE participated in the tender along 
with international companies but the decision could 
not be made at that time. Since then, NIE had been 
working on this technology on its own by incorpo-
rating the latest features in it as per the modern days’ 
needs. Chaudhry Fawad Hussain formed a commit-
tee to hold further consultations to improve this tech-
nology so as to use it for the next elections.

The EVM, which on a first glance looks like a 
very crude contraption, comprises of three main 
components (machines) including a ballot box that 
can print the ballot paper and keep its record secretly, 
a Vote Casting Unit that has electronic symbols, and 
a Control Unit which will be used by ECP to operate 
the equipment and get the results.

Since the technology had been developed keeping 
in view the importance of data security and accuracy 
of election results, the results gathered through EVM 
can be double-checked and verified through ballot 
paper printed within the machine to eliminate chanc-
es of rigging. The NIE plans to improvise the design 
with the full backing of Chaudhry Fawad Hussain, 
who since becoming the Minister, has been actively 
pursuing various products of the institute and helping 
out in ‘commercialization’ while maintaining coordi-
nation with other departments.

Former Secretary of ECP, Kanwar Muhammad 
Dilshad said the project of EVM had been under 
consideration in ECP for the last 15 years but could 
not be implemented due to the unwillingness of the 
previous governments.

Since he was serving in the ECP, a lot of work on 
EVM was done but could not be carried forward due 
to the lack of seriousness of the then government. 
“EVM is the best solution to curb the electoral fraud 
and irregularities,” he believes.

He said biometric logging of voters was very es-

sential to verify their thumb impressions, and they 
could then move to the polling booth to cast vote by 
pressing a button on the electronic symbol which, he 
added, would end the chance of rigging and temper-
ing of ballot paper as well as the Form-45.

Kanwar Dilshad was of the view that ECP would 
agree on using this machine only after the legislation 
and constitutional amendment that had to be initiat-
ed by any political party in the Parliament.

Meanwhile, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf leader, 
Kanwal Shauzab said India was the largest country 
in terms of population as compared to Pakistan and 
if  India could adopt EVM technology for elections 
why not Pakistan?

This technology is being used across the world 
including Europe and the United States, where the 
elections are mostly undisputed. This was why de-
mocracy in those countries was flourishing.

She said Pakistan should adopt this technology 
to ensure the accuracy of election results through re-
duced human interference and to avoid election-re-
lated disputes. Voting machines have been in vogue 
since 1910 in the United States of America, where 
mechanical lever-operated machines were used to 
select the candidate of choice. However, these have 
given way to newer touch screen machines, used in 
some of the American states in the 2020 election.

While the NIE is testing its machine, the Election 
Commission of Pakistan also experimented with 
another system for e-voting. Prime Minister Imran 
Khan was given a demonstration of an upgraded 
model of the electronic voting machine prepared by 
the Research and Development Department of the 
Comsats University and the National Institute of  
Electronics recently.

Prime Minister Imran Khan said the introduction 
of the electronic voting machine (EVM) was critical 
for ensuring a transparent, safe, and impartial voting 
process in the country and was imperative for the na-
tional and democratic interests of the country.

Whatever the final shape these machines take in 
the days ahead, the need for using electronic voting 
seems imminent to ensure a free and fair election. 
The use of such machines in the future will go a long 
way not only to strengthen democracy but also put an 
end to the electoral controversies, and allegations of  
rigging that not only mar the entire process but also 
undermine national development. n

INSIGHT    |    FLARE REPORT

FACEBOOK.COM /FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL        |       TWITTER.COM /FLAREMAGAZINEPK       |        MARCH 15 -  APRIL  15 ,  2021 

3 0

Over the years past the governments have been reluctant to go for transparent voting 
systems, for the obvious reason.  However, the present government has proved 
different, for it champions a cause which the traditional political systems repel 

EVM to be used in next elections 
to eliminate fraud and rigging

The indigenous technology has 
been developed by the experts 

of NIE meeting the international 
standards by ensuring 

accuracy, reliability, and security





v
ivo launched its latest entrant in the 
youth-oriented Y-series, vivo Y31 in Paki-
stan. With the launch of  Y31, vivo strength-
ens the brand’s Y-series product portfolio 

and reinstates its focus on meaningful innovation 
for evolved consumers. The vivo Y31 flaunts an 
AI-powered Triple Rear Camera set-up with a 
48MP main Rear Camera supported by outstand-
ing photo processing algorithms and multiple built-
in shooting modes that ensures ultra-clear shots, 
day and night. It comes along with a 2MP Bokeh 
Camera, Super Macro Camera, and Super Night 
Mode for the enhanced photography experience.

The smartphone features a rich and immer-
sive 6.58-inch Halo FullView Display with FHD+ 
(2408×1080) resolution and P3 colour gamut that 
provides a wide and immersive view for both videos 
and games. For long-lasting usage and seamless per-
formance, Y31 is powered by a massive 5000 mAh 
battery supported by 18W Fast Charge technology. 

It also features an Audio Booster that enhances 
sound and creates a more wholesome experience 
for all that you love to hear. 

48MP REAR CAMERA FOR A PHOTOG-
RAPHER’S DELIGHT

The all-new vivo Y31 raises the bar for photog-
raphy experience higher with its AI-powered Triple 
Camera set up. The primary 48MP main rear cam-
era is supported by outstanding photo processing 
algorithms to deliver ultra-clear master shots, day 
and night.

It comes along with a 2MP Bokeh camera that 
delivers accurate and sophisticated results. Owing 
to the updated bokeh algorithm, portraits captured 
by the Y31 not only look more alive but also boast 
of  a greater depth in photographs. The triple rear 
camera setup is also inclusive of  a 2MP Super Mac-
ro camera that captures wonderful shots with a fo-
cus that draws as close as 4cm.

The Super Night Mode in the Y31’s rear cam-
era uses the multi-frame noise reduction algorithm 
to reduce the noise in photographs and capture the 
beautiful shades of  the night even in a low-light en-
vironment. The smartphone also features four sets 

of  Stylish Night Filters, designed by professional 
photographers exclusively for vivo to shoot like a 
pro. The device also comes with Ultra-stable video 
feature using Electronic Image Stabilization (EIS) 
technology to crop and align individual frames, 
which is further supported by an algorithm that au-
tomatically corrects for shaky movements.

ENJOYABLE AUDIO-VISUAL EXPERI-
ENCE

The brand new vivo Y31 provides an ultimate 
visual experience with an immersive 6.58-inch 
Halo FullView Display with FHD+ (2408×1080) 
resolution. 

The thoughtful Eye Protection Mode also fil-
ters out harmful blue light to prevent eye strain and 
protect your eyesight throughout the day when eye 
protection mode is switched on. 

The vivo Y31 smartphone features an Audio 
Booster that enhances sound and creates a whole-
some audio experience, be it of  ringtones, music, 
or videos. For the same, vivo has intelligently in-
jected bass dust and elevated the equivalent volume 
of  the sound chamber to produce sounds of  up to 
73dB. The Super Audio sound effect has also been 
designed to boost the user’s audio-visual experience 
to a higher level. 

LONG-LASTING BATTERY LIFE
Y31 features a 5,000mAh super-capacity battery 

and 18W Fast Charge, so you can now enjoy a re-
charge of  up to 70 percent in just 64 minutes. 

With AI power-saving technology, a single full 
charge can provide up to 17.9 hours of  online HD 
movie streaming or 9.9 hours of  resource-intensive 
games. vivo also thoughtfully features: Multi-turbo 
that focuses on optimizing core scenes to reduce 
stuttering and lag in games. 

The Funtouch OS11 has two other features: AI 
Albums & iManager to support various other rou-
tine functions of  a smartphone. 

• AI editor:  With AI algorithms, the feature 
identifies both faces and scenes within your video 
footage, then splices them into a new reel, within 
a vlog template. It also has a memory feature that 
helps you group your photos by time, location, and 
event.

• iManager: The feature acts like a person-
al mobile butler that frees vivo users from boring 
everyday tasks. Set it up to take care of  tasks such 
as cleaning up your phone or scanning for issues 
at night. It keeps your phone in good shape while 
you enjoy a good night’s sleep. The phone also has 
a cleverly designed side-mounted fingerprint scan-
ner that adapts to your daily phone use and lets you 
turn on the display and unlock the same time. 

Powered by an advanced Qualcomm Snapdrag-
on 6-series processor, the Y31 delivers a steady 
performance for applications and games with a 
vast 4GB RAM+128GB ROM memory back up to 
avoid lag and accounts for a smooth experience.

Pricing & Availability:
The retail price for vivo Y31 in Pakistan is Rs. 

34,999 and the phone is now available for sale 
across Pakistan in two dazzling colour options–
Racing Black and Ocean Blue. Customers who 
pre-ordered the phone will also get the special vivo 
gifts with their purchase. vivo offers a one-year war-
ranty for Y31 along with 15 days free replacement 
and 6 months warranty for accessories. 

vivo Y31 is duly approved by Pakistan Tele-
communications Authority and supports all mo-
bile networks in Pakistan on both SIM slots over 4G 
LTE, 3G, and 2G modes. Zong customers can also 
get 12GB Free Mobile Internet by using their 4G SIM 
card in Slot 1 (2GB Internet / month for 6 months). n
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Available in 4GB RAM and 128GB ROM storage capacity and two dazzling 
colour-scheme–Racing Black and Ocean Blue. vivo offers a one-year warranty for Y31 
along with 15 days free replacement and 6 months warranty for accessories

vivo launches Y31 with 48MP triple 
cameras, 5000mAh battery and more

The smartphone features a 
rich and immersive 6.58-inch 

Halo FullView Display with 
FHD+(2408×1080) resolution 

and P3 colour gamut that 
provides a wide and immersive 
view for both videos and games





P
akistan Telecommunication Authority 
(PTA) has decided to amend the cellular 
mobile network quality of service (QoS) reg-
ulations. The proposed regulations would 

be called ‘cellular mobile network quality of service 
(QoS) regulations 2021.’ QoS refers to the ability of  
a network or service to satisfy the end-user and is 
primarily linked with the aspects of services that are 
directly experienced by the consumers. With the in-
crease of the subscriber base, customer dissatisfaction 
is increasing, and complaints against the network are 
also increasing. Growing concerns on various QoS 
parameters, especially call drop, call quality, and 
data throughput, have been observed recently, PTA 
added. To ensure a level playing field, along with a 
competitive environment and subscriber satisfaction, 
performance measurement with a common standard 
regarding QoS is a must. QoS parameters can be 
measured both from network monitoring terminals 
and field surveys through drive tests. With the adap-
tation of 3G and 4G technologies, it is about time to 
set some benchmarks for Cellular Mobile Operators 
(CMOs), which they must comply with to ensure con-
sumers’ satisfaction. The purpose of this consultation 
paper is to seek stakeholders’ feedback before final-
izing and notifying the cellular mobile network QoS 
regulations 2021, it added. PTA has stated that the 
QoS regulations 2011 and subsequent amendment in 
2012 have a scope and applicability to all cellular mo-
bile communication service to identify the minimum 
quality of service standards and associated measure-
ment. However, with the award of Next Generation 
Mobile Services (NGMS) licensees, the regulations 
need to be amended per NGMS licenses and keeping 
in view the international best practices and ensuring 
the provision of best service quality to consumers of  
mobile services. The existing regulations provide Key 
Performance Indicators (KPIs) and measurement 
procedures, which are primarily concerned with 
voice service and short messaging service (SMS). 
The regulations have not defined any KPI for NGMS 
or mobile broadband service. The QoS KPIs in cel-
lular mobile network QoS regulations 2011, of voice 
and SMS services amendments, are suggested in the 
existing QoS KPIs regarding its measurement proce-
dure and threshold values, etc. Network Accessibili-
ty: Percentage of time mobile device is reporting “no 
service” or “emergency” as served technology during 
the drive test duration]. “No service” or “emergency” 
is the period mobile services are neither available to 
an end customer nor display of the network indica-
tor on the mobile equipment. The proposed thresh-
old is > 99 percent. Network Downtime: It shall be 
measured from the Network Management System 
(NMS) of the operator as an average of one month, 
either across all the outdoor sites deployed by the op-
erator in the surveyed area and as well any other area, 
i.e., district, tehsil, etc., provided by the Authority.

The sites on which services are restricted on the 
directives of the Authority will be excluded in the 
calculation of this KPI. Only those dates will be ex-
cluded for restricted sites which are mentioned in 
the closure instructions. Network downtime will be 
calculated separately for 2G (GSM), 3G (UMTS/
HSPA+, etc.), and 4G (LTE) sites located in the men-
tioned area. Network Downtime is the ratio of Total 
Time Network was not available to the Total Time 
during which measurement is taken and the proposed 
threshold is < 1 percent. Grade of Service: It is the 
percentage of all attempts to make a call that does 
not result in a connection to the dialed number. It can 
be calculated as:  [total no. of unsuccessful calls at-
tempts/total no. of attempts] x 100, and the threshold 
should be ≤ 1 percent. Call Connection Time: Fol-
lowing amendments are suggested in this KPI based 
upon the ITU Recommendation ITU-T E.807 Rec-
ommendation 7.1.5 (i.e., target), which states that 
“Ninety-five percent of these connected calls should 
have a call set-up time less than 10 seconds. Thus, the 
call set-up time is determined at the 95 percentile of  
the calls connected.”

The benchmark value of Call Connection Time is 
suggested to be ≤ 7.5 Seconds (including CSFB time). 
Time duration should be measured between CM Ser-
vice Request and Alerting message in case voice call 
is initiated from 2G and 3G. Time duration should 

be measured between Extended Service Request and 
Alerting message for CSFB.

End-to-End Speech Quality: End-to-End service 
quality (mean opinion score) is represented by the av-
erage value of ITU-T P.863 ‘Perceptual objective lis-
tening quality prediction’ (POLQA) predicted MOS 
of all speech samples in successfully established calls. 
Measurement will be based on the latest version of  
ITU- P.863 to achieve the correct relative service 
quality between VoLTE, HD-Voice, and legacy nar-

rowband telephony. Average MOS values will be con-
sidered for each direction of communication for the 
duration of the testing for each designated area under 
testing. This KPI has to be achieved with 90 percent 
confidence based on the sample count in the surveyed 
area. The award of NGMS licenses has paved the 

way for the introduction of new QoS KPIs for Voice 
and Mobile Broadband. The suggested QoS KPIs to 
be made part of the QoS Regulations are mentioned 
below. PTA has proposed Call Setup Success Rate 
(CSSR), Call Drop Rate, RAB Setup Success Rate, 
and Inter System Handover for CS Voice-for-voice 
services of  2G, 3G, and 4G technologies. For voice 
and data services of  2G, 3G, and 4G technologies, 
signal strength (Rx Level, RSCP & RSRP) has been 
proposed as KPIs. Furthermore, for 2G, 3G, and 
4G voice and data services, signal strength quali-
ty (Rx-Qual, Ec/No & RSRQ) has been proposed. 
For voice and data services of  3G and 4G technol-
ogy sessions, an abnormal release rate has been 
proposed, and for data transfer, download/upload 
success ratio and user data throughput have been 
proposed. For video streaming services of  3G and 
4G technologies, video streaming success ratio, set-
up time, and MOS have been proposed. For brows-
ing services of  3G and 4G technologies, webpage 
browsing success ratio and access time have been 
proposed. For social media services of  3G and 4G, 
the social media success ratio and access time have 
been proposed. For data services of  3G and 4G, 
ping (latency, jitter, and packet loss) has been pro-
posed, while for data services of  4G, E-RAB setup 
success rate has been proposed. n
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Quality of Service (QoS) parameters can be measured 
both from network monitoring terminals and field 
surveys through drive tests. With the adaptation of 
3G and 4G technologies, it is about time to set some 
benchmarks for Cellular Mobile Operators (CMOs), 
which they must comply with to ensure consumers’ 
satisfaction

PTA to amend 
cellular network 
quality regulations 
for CMOs

The purpose of this consulta-
tion paper is to seek stakehold-
ers’ feedback before finalizing 

and notifying the cellular 
mobile network QoS 

regulations 2021





T
he 23rd of  
March 1940 was 
the day of  hope 
and determina-

tion of  thousands of  Mus-
lims of  the subcontinent. 
On that day, the head of  
All India Muslim League 
(AIML) Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah passed a resolu-
tion for the establishment 
of  a separate federation 
based on Muslim-major-
ity regions in British In-
dia. He successfully won 
the debate by speaking 
to the party members in 
Lahore, he explained that 
Hindus and Muslims are 
two separate entities, as 
they are entirely different 
in cultural and religious 
aspects.

Pakistan celebrates 
23rd March every year 
with great spirits and en-
thusiasm. On this day, 
the government arranges 
special events to high-
light the significance of  
this day. 

The Lahore Resolu-
tion Day parade by the 
armed forces of  Paki-
stan is the main event on 
this occasion. This day 
is celebrated in memory 
of  a huge struggle made 
by our leaders and most 
importantly, our mentor 
Quaid-e-Azam for the 
creation of  our beloved 
homeland, Pakistan.

So the nation must 
mark the 23rd March not 
only as Pakistan Day, but 
as the day for revitaliz-
ing and reawakening the 

resolve to stand firm, strong, and united against 
all challenges with courage, enthusiasm, and de-
termination.

What happened on Pakistan Day?
Pakistan Resolution was initially given the 

name of  Lahore Resolution. It was passed on 
March 23rd, 1940 by the All-India Muslim 
League at Minto Park (Later named Iqbal Park). 
It was the first step towards the establishment of  
Pakistan as then was the first time, idea of  a sepa-
rate nation was officially accepted.

How long did it take to build Minar-e-Paki-
stan?

Minar-e-Pakistan was built in commemoration 
of  the day the resolution was passed. The monu-
mental building took eight years to complete. 

The foundation stone was laid on 23 March 
1960. And after eight years of  construction, it was 
completed on 21 October 1968 with the estimated 
cost of  Rs 7,058,000. 

The base of  the Minar is about 8 metres above 
the ground. The tower rises about 62 metres on 
the base, the total height of  Minar-e-Pakistan is 
about 70 metres above the ground. The unfolding 
petals of  the flower-like base are nine metres high.

Another name for the Lahore Resolution?
The Lahore Resolution is also referred to as 

the ‘Father Document’ of  Pakistan because it is 
the only idea that was discussed and agreed upon 

by all the leaders.
What was Pakistan Day initially called? 
The Resolution was passed on the second day 

of  a three-day session, held from March 22-24. 
The Resolution was signed on the third day. Pa-
kistan Day was initially called Republic Day. The 
word Pakistan was not used when the resolution 

was passed for launching the movemnt for a sepa-
rate state in 1940.

Where are the contents of the Resolution 
now?

The contents of  the Resolution are prominent-
ly carved out on Minar-e-Pakistan built at Iqbal 
Park, Lahore. This monument symbolizes a blos-
soming flower and serves as an ode to indepen-
dence.

How were the funds 
to build Minar-e-Paki-
stan raised?

A document sum-
marizing the funding 
and expenditure for Mi-
nar-e-Pakistan shows that 
in order to raise a part of  
the funds, a tax of  five pai-
sas was levied on cinema 
tickets and 50 paisas on 
race-course tickets  on 
the demand of  Akhter 
Husain, then Governor 
of  West Pakistan.

When & where was 
the first Pakistan Day 
parade held?

The very first Paki-
stan Day parade was held 
in Karachi on 23 March, 
1956 which was then, 
the capital of  Pakistan. 
Now the parade is held 
at Constitution Avenue 
in Islamabad. An award 
ceremony is also held ev-
ery 23rd March when the 
president gives military 
and civilian awards to 
recognize achievements 
of  those who markedly 
contributed to the nation-
al service and the nation-
al building.

How is the day 
marked as a special oc-
casion?

Pakistan’s national 
flag is hoisted on public 
and governmental build-
ings at dawn on Pakistan 
Day. A 31-gun salute in 
Islamabad and a 21-gun 
salute in every provincial 
capital are presented at 
the break of  the day. A 
change of  guard takes 

place at the mausoleums of  legendary poet and 
thinker Allama Iqbal in Lahore and founder of  
Pakistan Quaid-e-Azam in Karachi, followed by 
a wreath laying ceremony. 

Who built Minar-e-Pakistan?
Born in Dagestan (then part of  the Russian 

Empire) in 1904, Nasreddin Murat-Khan made 
Pakistan his final home in 1950. An engineer and 
architect by profession, he took refuge in Ger-
many after fleeing the communist government in 
Russia. 

He married Hamida Akmut, a Pakistani of  
Turkish and Austrian origins, whose father Abdul 
Hafiz sponsored his immigration into Pakistan. 
Nasreddin contributed to the field of  engineer-
ing and architecture in the Russian Federation, 
Germany, and then Pakistan. Among his archi-
tectural legacies are the Minar-e-Pakistan and the 
original Gaddafi Stadium, Fortress Stadium, and 
other buildings in Lahore. He donated his archi-
tecture and designing fee to the monument.

He was awarded the President’s Pride of  Per-
formance Award, Tamgha-e-Imtiaz in 1963. This 
was awarded for his contribution to the architec-
ture in Pakistan, chiefly designing and building 
the iconic Minar-e-Pakistan. This is the highest 
civilian award in Pakistan.

Happy Pakistan Day everyone –Pakistan 
Zindabad!
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A document summarizing the funding and expenditure for Minar-e-Pakistan 
shows in order to raise a part of the funds, a tax of five paisas was levied on cinema 
tickets and 50 paisas on racecourse tickets  on  the demand of Akhter Husain, then 

Governor of West Pakistan

Some amazing facts 
about Pakistan Day

Head of All India Muslim 
League (AIML) Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah passed a resolution for 

the establishment of a 
separate federation based on 

Muslim-majority regions in 
British India



Flare: Please share few words about your, edu-
cation and professional life?

Muhammad Qasim: My degree in Electrical En-
gineering helped me develop the skills necessary for 
understanding the energy sector in Pakistan. I have 
been able to navigate through the historical and cur-
rent developments in the energy sector at many lev-
els. My skills also provided the opportunity to con-
duct extensive research on various kinds of  energy 
solutions. It is a profession I chose out of  my passion 
to overcome problems and find out solutions to the 
energy-related difficulties facing the people of  Paki-
stani.

Flare: What are your strongest traits?
Muhammad Qasim: My strongest traits are em-

pathy, communication, and conflict resolution be-
cause I value people, positive interactions, and work 
to solve their problems.

Flare: What are the aims and objectives of 
Ningbo Green Light Energy?

Muhammad Qasim: The main objective of  Ning-
bo Green Light Energy is to facilitate, promote and, 
encourage the development of  renewable energy in 
Pakistan and introduce alternative and renewable 
energies at an accelerated pace. Our mission is to 
educate everybody to choose the better option of  
making thoughtful measures to reduce carbon foot-
prints, get more control over the increasing energy 
requirements, and gain energy freedom. Besides, we 
are convinced that creating the best-in-class alterna-
tive energy solutions in Pakistan is one of  the most 
important elements for achieving a better future. 

Flare: Give us a review of the kind of services 
and products that Ningbo Green Light Energy is 
offering to its corporate clients?

Muhammad Qasim: Our success comes from 
state-of-the-art grid-tied solar solutions. We are the 
first company holding the record of  largest grid-tied 
solar system installations in Pakistan. We provide a 
complete industrial solution for photovoltaic integra-
tion including off-grid and on-grid systems, power 
conversion (inverters, transformers, and switchgear), 
electrical distribution, monitoring, supervision, and 
technical support. Our commercial sector solu-
tions have set an ambitious vision for providing so-
lar solutions to all commercial units like hospitals, 
schools, offices in Pakistan. We are also empowering 
individuals and property owners by offering them 
hassle-free, energy-efficient, and cost-effective solar 
solutions. Our company provides both on-grid and 
off-grid solar solutions for the domestic sector.

Flare: Why Solar Energy is the best option?
Muhammad Qasim: Solar energy is the most 

abundantly available energy on earth. Enough sun-
light reaches us every 15 minutes to power the world 
for an entire year. And solar energy is a reliable way 
of  power generation, at present, countries, and re-
gions around the world have a large part of  the ener-
gy from solar power generation.

• Solar energy safest and clean energy on 
earth.

• Using solar energy can achieve substantial 
carbon emissions, reduce disputes and promote hu-
man development.

Flare: What is the biggest achievement of Ning-
bo Green Light Energy over the last few years?

Muhammad Qasim: One of  our biggest achieve-
ments is the introduction of  fixed tariffs for solar, i.e. 
we utilize your real-estate to install solar panels and 
provide you fixed per-unit rate for electricity from 5 
years to 15 years contract. Therefore, you will not 
have to bear the initial cost of  setup and can still en-

joy low electricity costs from day one. This feature is 
currently only offered to industries and/or for large 
solar farm projects.

Flare: How do you see the future of the alterna-
tive energy sector in Pakistan?

Muhammad Qasim: According to a new World 
Bank study, Pakistan should quickly implement a 
major scale-up of  solar and wind generation and 
achieve a share of  at least 30 percent of  total capaci-
ty by 2030. This would help lower the cost of  power, 
achieve greater energy security, and reduce green-
house gas emissions. Following an optimal scenario 
with a major scale-up of  Variable Renewable Ener-
gy would save Pakistan US$5 billion costs over the 
next 20 years. Such an initiative would lead to im-
mediate and long-term economic and environmental 
benefits. It would enhance the security of  the energy 
supply as well as rank Pakistan at the forefront of  the 
global energy transition. 

Flare: What are the qualities of a successful 
businessman?

Muhammad Qasim: A good and successful busi-
nessman has a clear vision for the company; is hon-
est and a good communicator. He inspires and mo-
tivates others and cares that the company is a good 
place to work. It is very important to develop such 
skills for being a successful businessman and even 
for a human being. “Principles for professional and 
general life; initiative, honesty, availability, reliability, 
and motivation.” I think these are golden words to 
live by.

Flare: How do you describe your Team?
Muhammad Qasim: We as a team believe in the 

simple equation that is increasing the list of  satisfied 
clients equates growth rate of  any organization. We 
try to be innovative and responsible for every solu-
tion we propose. With the increasing number of  suc-
cess stories around the world, Ningbo Green Light 
Energy sees itself  as the top leading brand in the 
world in the years to come.

Flare: Where do you rate luck and hard work in 
the success of any individual?

Muhammad Qasim: What I 100 percent believe 
that an element of  70 percent luck and 30 percent 
hard work that makes for the success of  an individ-
ual. It is not all luck. You have to be lucky naturally 
but luck just cannot work but you have to really work 
hard towards achieving your goal. You make your 
own destiny and when you work hard to your goal, 
the luck will also stand by your side.

Flare: What steps or strategy the business sec-
tor should follow to make Pakistan an ideal state?

Muhammad Qasim: Pakistan has an ideal cli-
mate to generate solar energy, besides an abundance 
of  sunny days while the intensity of  solar radiation 
is also much high- roughly 500 watts per square me-
ter at the ground level. This huge solar energy poten-
tial is waiting to be made use of. Government should 
give more subsidies and tax rebates to the investors 
to attract the consumers in every sector so that have 
a level playing field with other countries which are 
facilitating their investors very well. n

Muhammad Qasim, CEO, Ningbo Green Light Energy, 
Pakistan talks to Flare panel who said the main objective 
of Ningbo Green Light Energy is to facilitate, promote 
and encourage the development of renewable energy 
in Pakistan and introduce alternative and renewable 
energies at an accelerated pace

Ningbo Green Light 
Energy promotes 
renewable energy in 
Pakistan

One of our biggest 
achievements is the introduc-

tion of fixed tariffs for solar, i.e. 
we utilize your real-estate to 

install solar panels and 
provide you fixed per-unit rate 
for electricity from five years to 

15 years contract
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T
he government has connected its first 
1,100 MW new Chinese-built nuclear 
power plant to the national power grid, 
marking a major milestone to provide 

clean and affordable electricity to millions.
The 1,100 MW Karachi nuclear power plant 

(KANUPP) unit K-2 has successfully been con-
nected to the national electricity transmission 
grid, Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission 
(PAEC) announced. It would offer access to af-
fordable, reliable, and clean energy and meet the 
rising electricity demand in the country.

The new unit was a “gift to the people on Pa-
kistan Day, PAEC chairman Muhammad Naeem 
said and congratulated his team on achieving the 
milestone. The fuel loading at K-2 commenced 
on December 1, 2020, after approval from the Pa-
kistan Nuclear Regulatory Authority.

A spokesman for the Pakistan Atomic Energy 
Commission (PAEC), Shahid Riaz Khan, con-
firmed that the newly built plant in the southern 

port city of  Karachi has become operational, 
generating much-needed “reliable and cost-effec-
tive” electricity.

Federal Minister for Energy Omar Ayub Khan 
has congratulated the nation on the connection 
of  this nuclear power plant to the national grid. 
In his message on Twitter, 
Omar Ayub said that cur-
rently 105MW electricity 
is being obtained from the 
power plant.

Pakistan’s nation-
al power grid received a 
huge boost with the com-
pletion of  the country’s 
first nuclear power plant 
with a generation capacity of  1,100 MW. Mean-
while, another 1,100 MW K-3 unit is expected to 
be operational by the end of  2021 further easing 
power woes. The two new units together will ac-
count for nearly 10 percent of  the total genera-

tion capacity.
Pakistan built its first 137MW nuclear power 

plant in Karachi in 1972, which is still in oper-
ation. However, KANUPP unit 1 is expected to 
permanently shut down after the new reactor units 
become active. The K-2 and K-3 reactor units, 
near the coastal city of  Karachi, are powered by 
the Chinese Hualong One (HPR100) technology, 
a pressurised water reactor. Both units will each 
consist of  a nuclear island, conventional island, 
and balance of  plant. Reactor units will have a 
life of  60 years.

Pakistan now has six operational nuclear 
power stations and the successful addition of  
K-2 would take the country’s nuclear power gen-
erating capacity from an estimated 1430MW to 
2530MW. PAEC plans to increase nuclear pow-
er capacity to 8800MW by 2030. The new units 
would help meet the electricity demand, which 
is around 25,000MW in summertime peak and 
12,000MW in the winter.

Pakistan’s current energy mix is formed of  
about 58 percent fossil fuels, 30 percent hydro-
power, and 10 percent renewables and nuclear 
power. However, the country has tremendous po-
tential for producing renewable energy, which is 
being explored extensively.

Canada helped Pakistan build its first nucle-
ar power plant in 1972 in Karachi, which is cur-
rently producing around 80 megawatts (MW) of  
electricity, according to officials. The facility has 
almost lived its life and is expected to be aban-
doned once K-2 and K-3 are fully operational.

China is constructing another similar nuclear 
plant next to K2, named K-3, with an installed 
capacity of  1,100 megawatts. Officials said the 
second unit “is expected to be operational by the 
end of  2021.”

The construction of  the Chinese-supplied 
third-generation Hualong One reactors began in 
2015 and 2016 respectively, at a combined esti-
mated cost of  roughly $10 billion. The reactors 
are equipped with “advanced safety and fool-
proof  security features.” 

Khan explained the nuclear power plants 
come with “double containment” to help contain 
radioactivity in case of  an accident or subversive 
acts.

“In the event of  a terrorist attack to sabotage 
the facility from outside, it will not be able to 
directly hit the plant and damage,” Khan said. 
“The container dome is designed in such a way 
that only its external wall would be damaged in 
the case a big passenger plane as Boeing crashed 
into it.”

The site where K-2 and K-3 are being built is 
more than 12 meters above sea level, giving them 
protection against tsunamis.

Both the power plants will have an operation-
al life of  60 years. Under the agreement, China 
will provide fuel for them, just like it has been 
doing for the four plants operating in Chashma, 
Khan said.

He said that all of  Pakistan’s civilian nuclear fa-
cilities, including K-2 and under-construction K-3, 
are under International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) safeguards.

Islamabad intends to generate around 8,800 
megawatts of  nuclear power by 2030 and 40,000 
megawatts by the year 2050.

Chinese investment has also constructed at 
least nine coal-based pow-
er plants over the past six 
years in Pakistan and more 
are in the pipeline, helping 
the South Asian nation 
effectively overcome the 
years-long energy crisis.

The multibillion-dollar 
collaboration, known as 
the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC), 

an extension of  Beijing’s global Belt and Road Ini-
tiative, has upgraded and built new road networks 
and expanded the Pakistani deep-water Arabian 
Sea port of  Gwa n
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Pakistan now has six operational nuclear power stations 
and the successful addition of K-2 would take the country’s 
nuclear power generating capacity from an estimated 
1430MW to 2530MW. PAEC plans to increase nuclear 
power capacity to 8800MW by 2030

First 1,100 MW nuclear 
power plant K-2 
successfully connected 
to national grid

Pakistan’s current energy mix 
is formed of about 58 percent 

fossil fuels, 30 percent 
hydropower and 10 percent 

renewables, and nuclear power





M
any social media users on Face-
book, Instagram, and Twitter have 
lamented the participants’ “shame-
less” and blasphemous activities 

and demanded the Prime Minister, Imran Khan 
to take action against the organisers of  the nation-
wide ‘Aurat March.’ The participants were hold-
ing the French flag during the march and raised 
objected slogans against Islam and its injunctions. 
They are “subscribing to a foreign agenda” against 
Islam. 

The march was held in various cities in the 
country including Karachi, Lahore, Islamabad, 
Quetta, Multan and, others. People have asked 
Imran Khan if  he cannot put on a restriction on 
such un-Islamic and unethical behaviour as shown 
in the march then stop making rhetorics of  Riya-
sat-e-Madina, where no-one can think of  blasphe-
my. Thousands of  people from different walks of  
life held a protest against ‘Aurat March’ on Wom-
en’s Day and demanded arrest who committed the 
act of  blasphemy. 

Officials of  the Capital administration and the 
police said that the Sunni Rabta Council, State 
Youth Parliament Muslim Talba Mahaz, and 
Muttahida Talba Mahaz staged separate protests 

at Aabpara Chowk. They demanded the registra-
tion of  criminal cases against the organisers and 
participants of  the Aurat March.

Taking notice of  the social media reports, the 
federal government has ordered a probe into the 
“objectionable activities” at the ‘Aurat March’ 
event hosted in Islamabad on March 8.

At the same time, the government has said, it 
is also going to take to task all elements responsi-
ble for photoshopped banners and doctored videos 
shared on social media.

Federal Minister for Religious Affairs, Noorul 
Haq Qadri said the government had ordered an in-
vestigation into the issue of  blasphemous slogans 
allegedly raised on International Women’s Day as 
well as the display of  objectionable banners.

In a statement, the Minister said: “Pakistan is a 
country of  the faithful and no such activity in this 
part of  the world can be allowed.”

He maintained that the authorities were try-
ing to reach the facts regarding videos and other 
contents appearing on social media with regard to 
objectionable activities which allegedly took place 
at the ‘Aurat March’.

“Whosoever is involved in the activity will be 
exposed and punished according to the law,” he 

assured.
Organisers of  the Aurat March had earlier 

provided a clarification following the controversy 
surrounding a video and a banner from their 2021 
events in Karachi and Islamabad, which generated 
anger and criticism on social media.

In their statement, the organisers said, the vid-
eo and banner were “targeted and manipulated to 
spread misinformation and malign the march.”

“This year, one of  our videos was doctored and 
heinous allegations are being placed on us as a re-
sult.”

The video, the march organisers said, had been 
edited to include subtitles that maliciously mis-
interpreted the word “Orya” (reference to a col-
umnist) to the word ‘Aulia’. Similarly, words like 
“mullah” and others were doctored and twisted to 
other words which changed the content drastical-
ly, the organisers argued.

To support their statement, the Aurat March 
organisers also shared the original video clip from 
the march, in which correct words were used and 
correct subtitles provided.

A picture of  a banner from the march was also 
circulated on social media owing to the wordings 
on it. The march’s organisers have denied all alle-
gations that the content on its banners was blas-
phemous in nature.

According to a statement posted on social me-
dia, the organisers of  the event have clarified that 
a woman had only shared her experience of  being 
sexually assaulted by a much older man and in-
scribed her ordeal on the banner. Any other mean-
ings given to it are misleading and false, they said.

Controversy over the Aurat March and its post-
ers and banners is not new. However, this year a 
horrific development marked the march that led to 
the understanding that the women’s rights move-

ment was shaping up into an anti-religion event 
and a bid to strike down our social values.

The Women Democratic Front, the main or-
ganisers of  the marches, however, clarified that 
they had held their own organisation’s flag, which 
had red, white, and purple stripes as opposed to 
the French flag with blue, white, and red stripes.

In a tweet, the organisation said: “The WDF 
flag represents grassroots feminism in Pakistan 
and has nothing to do with the French flag. We, at 
WDF, stand against all forms of  imperialism, and 
the accusation that we would ever wave the flag of  
a former colonial power is ridiculous.” n
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Federal Minister for Religious Affairs, Noorul Haq Qadri 
said the government had ordered an investigation into 
the issue of blasphemous slogans allegedly raised on 
International Women’s Day as well as the display of 
objectionable banners

Social media laments 
objectionable slogans 
during Aurat March

The Women Democratic Front, 
the main organisers of the 

marches, however, clarified 
that they had carried their own 
organisation’s flag, which had 
red, white, and purple stripes 
as opposed to the French flag 

with blue, white, and 
red stripes



T
he United States Mission to Pakistan in col-
laboration with the Ministry of the National 
Health Services (NHS) has overhauled and 
updated the records management system of  

the Drug Regulation Authority of Pakistan (DRAP) 
by digitizing more than 4.1 million documents and 
files of the authority. The system, developed by the 
US Agency for International Development’s (US-
AID) Global Health Supply Chain Program, will cre-
ate digital archives and barcode paper files, which are 
critical to accountable tracking of DRAP’s files.

DRAP sought USAID’s support to digitize the 
records, and USAID provided training to the DRAP 
staff on records management best practices.

“This digitized system that USAID and the 
Government of Pakistan have created modernizes, 
streamlines, and harmonizes data archives, which di-
rectly supports data accessibility and visibility,” said 
USAID Deputy Mission Director, Michael Nehrbass 
while commenting on the achievements.

We will also ensure transparency of informa-
tion and records management, which ultimately will 
help ensure access to quality-assured medicines and 
commodities in Pakistan, he said while addressing 
the handover ceremony. Special Assistant to PM on 
(SAPM) on Health, Dr. Faisal Sultan while hailing 
the digitization of the old records said: “We appreci-
ate USAID’s technology assistance in the digitization 
of 15 years’ historical 4.1 million records of DRAP 
and I am very happy to know that DRAP’s needs 
have been articulated into a Document Management 
System (DMS) in line with international standards.” 
CEO DRAP Asim Rauf speaking to the participants 

said, the digitization has made it easier to store, ac-
cess, and transmit the paper-based record, it has im-
proved the data sharing within different sections of  
DRAP. He said, “DRAP believes in transparent and 
accountable management of its functions as mandat-
ed by DRAP Act 2012. He said his departments had 
tested DMS and started the application already. “This 
digitized system that USAID and the Government of  
Pakistan have created modernizes, streamlines, and 
harmonizes data archives, which directly supports 
data accessibility and visibility,” said USAID Deputy 
Mission Director Michael Nehrbass.

“It will also ensure transparency of information 
and records management, which ultimately will help 
ensure access to quality-assured medicines and com-
modities in Pakistan.” Ex-SAPM for Health Dr. Zafar 
Mirza also lauded the digital archiving of records. He 
said that he is pleased to see DRAP moving towards 
stringent regulatory authority status which would 
help open new avenues for our local therapeutic 
products across the globe. Country Director, USAID 
Global Health Supply Chain Program, Dr. Muham-
mad Tariq apprised the audience about USAID and 
the Government of Pakistan’s technology coopera-
tion for strengthening the public health supply chain 
and digitization of DRAP record. He assured that bi-
lateral cooperation between USAID and Pakistan is 
aligned with NHS and NIH vision of integrated dig-
ital health and the real-time information systems and 
that USAID funded Global Health Supply Chain will 
continue providing assistance on Global Standards for 
sustainable development. Representing the office of  
Director General Health, Dr. Sabeen Afzal expressed 

the hope that the strategic partnership would go a long 
way to realize the dream of e-institutionalization of  
the public sector. The Chairman of the Pakistan Phar-
maceutical Manufacturing Association Tauqeerul 
Haq said the pharmaceutical sector will be the biggest 
beneficiary of digitization as this would lead to min-
imizing process time for products’ registration and 
licensing.

The event was attended by representatives from 
the Ministry of Health, DRAP, NIH, Bill and Melin-
da Gates Foundation, UNICEF, WHO, JSI, and USP. 
The ceremony concluded with handing over of DMS, 
and presentation of shields. It is pertaining to mention 
here that couple of weeks ago, the Drug Regulatory 
Authority of Pakistan (DRAP) launched an online 
application management system to automate and 
speed up the process for pharmaceutical manufactur-
ers. This system will also ensure quality and promise 
accountability and transparency for the consumers. 
The system, named the Pakistan Integrated Regulato-
ry Information Management System (PIRIMS), will 
ensure that DRAP is well connected to pharmaceuti-
cal companies and other applicants.

The system will support Common Technical 
Document (CTD) submission and other internation-
al standards. Quality assurance online inspection of  
the pharmaceutical companies, adverse drug reaction 
reporting, and market surveillance for other compet-
itor pharmaceutical companies may also be done by 
DRAP via this system. The portal can serve as a very 
powerful tool as it links many steps relevant to apply-
ing with DRAP. Pharmaceutical companies and other 
applicants can apply, register, get licensed, go through 
inspection services, and also do post-market surveil-
lance from within this portal. On the other hand, the 
United States Mission to Pakistan recently officially 
handed over an innovative new metering system to the 
Government of Pakistan to help network and market 
operators better manage the national power grid. The 
Secure Metering System (SMS), developed by the 
United States Agency for International Development 
(USAID), improves Pakistan’s National Transmission 
and Despatch Company’s (NTDC) ability to forecast 
power requirements across the country. It also allows 
Pakistan’s Central Power Purchasing Agency, Guar-
antee Ltd. (CPPA-G), to set up an efficient, transpar-
ent, and trustworthy billing system for private inves-
tors. Eventually, this will enable the Government of  
Pakistan to buy power at competitive rates from pri-
vate companies and provide it to consumers at afford-
able rates. “The launch of this system is an important 
milestone for the NTDC and the CPPA-G,” said US-
AID Mission Director Julie Koenen. “This initiative 
facilitates the digitalization of Pakistan’s power sec-
tor and will help the government achieve its vision to 
start a wholesale electricity market, which will help 
reduce electricity prices for consumers, and provide 

incentives for businesses and industry to expand their 
operations.” “NTDC is committed to improving its 
operations, and SMS will take our forecasting, data 
collection, and power management operations to the 
next level,” said NDTC Managing Director, Dr. Kha-
waja Riffat Hassan. In addition to the hand-over ac-
tivity, the event featured a graduation ceremony for 
21 energy professionals of CPPA-G and NTDC who 
progressed from basic to advanced training.

The handover ceremony was organized by US-
AID’s Sustainable Energy for Pakistan (SEP) Project, 
a four-year technical assistance initiative. Through 
SEP, USAID is supporting the Pakistani govern-
ment’s efforts to deliver financially sustainable en-
ergy services to the people of  Pakistan. The U.S. 
government’s partnership with Pakistan’s energy 
sector spans many decades and covers a wide range 
of  projects to meet Pakistan’s ambitions toward en-
ergy modernization. n

This digitized system that USAID and the Government 
of Pakistan have created modernizes, streamlines, and 
harmonizes data archives, which directly supports data 
accessibility and visibility, said USAID Deputy Mission 
Director, Michael Nehrbass while commenting on the 
achievements

4.1 million DRAP 
records digitized with 
USAID support

DRAP launched an online 
application management 

system to automate and speed 
up the process for pharmaceu-

tical manufacturers
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T
he dramatist Haseena Moin, who was 
loved both in India and Pakistan for pro-
gressive shows such as “Tanhaiyaan” and 
“Dhoop Kinarey” and also penned the 

dialogues for Raj Kapoor’s blockbuster “Henna”, 
died here on Friday. She was 79.

Her demised condoled not in Pakistan but also 
in India, as the nation mourns the loss of  a truly 
amazing woman, celebrities and other public fig-
ures have been expressing their grief  at her death 
on social media.

Appreciating the services of  Haseena Moin, 
PTI ministers said that such personalities are born 
in centuries. They said that her role in literature and 
fine arts will always be remembered. Haseena Moin 
educated our youth about Pakistan art and culture 
with her writing power and also promoted its im-
portance.

Moin, who epitomized the shared cultural her-
itage of  the subcontinent with her relatable char-
acters, particularly her strong women protagonists, 
was born in Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh, on November 
20, 1941.

After Partition, her family moved to Pakistan 

and lived in Rawalpindi. They then moved to La-
hore and eventually settled in Karachi. She com-
pleted her post-graduation from Karachi University 
in 1963.

A recipient of  the Pride of  Performance award 
for her extraordinary contribution to the arts in Pa-
kistan, Moin was among Pakistan’s most respected 
and successful dramatists with a prolific career that 
stretched beyond Pakistani television to Bollywood, 
Pakistani movies, and included Indians shows such 
as “Tanha” as well as “Kash-m-Kash” on Doordar-
shan.

But it was her career as a drama writer that gave 
Moin enduring fame as people from both sides of  
the border lapped up her PTV shows, including 
“Ankahi”, “Tanhaiyaan”, “Dhoop Kinarey”, “Aa-
hat”, “Uncle Urfi”, “Shehzori”, “Des Pardes” and 
“Aansoo”.

The women in Moin’s dramas were ambitious 
career women, a rare sight even in Bollywood those 
days.

In an interview, Moin, who took a break to fight 
breast cancer for about four years, said she realised 
when she came back that the world of  Pakistani 

television had completely changed.
“The atmosphere we had created in 40 years, 

the kind of  woman we brought up, who was bold, 
independent, could defend herself, was happy and 
spread happiness, that woman is no longer there,” 
she told Samina Peerzada, the star of  her show 
“Nazdeekiyan”.

“She is now getting beaten, crying. You just 
pick up the remote and you will see women crying 
everywhere. I could not write something like this,” 
she said in an interview in 2018 that has gone viral 
on social media after news of  her death came in and 
people flooded platforms with tributes.

She was the one who introduced Zeba Bakhtiar 
to Raj Kapoor for the movie “Henna”, a cross-bor-
der love story also starring Rishi Kapoor that she 
wrote.

Moin was the first Pakistani writer to write for 
a Bollywood film. Raj Kapoor wanted her to write 
the dialogues for his dream project and was keen 
to cast Pakistani actor Shehnaz Sheikh. After she 
declined, Moin recommended Bakhtiar as the lead-
ing lady.

The film, completed by Randhir Kapoor af-
ter Raj Kapoor’s death, was successful but Moin’s 
name was not mentioned in the credits, following 
her request due to tensions following the demoli-
tion of  the Babri Masjid in December 1992.

Moin’s other popular shows include “Mere 
Dard ko Jo Zuban Milay”, “Kaisa Yeh Junoon”, 
“Dhundle Raaste” and “Shayad ke Bahar Aaye”.

Moin had started writing from her teenage 
years, coming up with a weekly column by the title 
of  ‘Bhai Jan’ for a local publication when she was 
still in school.

She became popular with her plays for Radio 
Pakistan Karachi’s “Studio Number 9.

Moin became a teacher but her writing career 
took off  when PTV offered her to write a play in 
1969 for Eid and she came up with a light-hearted 
comedy “Happy Eid Mubarak”.

According to Pakistani media reports, Moin 
was last seen in public at a Pakistan Day event at 
the Arts Council of  Pakistan in Karachi on March 
23. A day before that, she visited the Arts Council 
of  Pakistan to get vaccinated against COVID-19.

The breast cancer survivor had written a web-se-
ries on the subject. It is scheduled to release next 
month.

Actors and politicians mourned Moin’s death 
and recalled her great contribution in putting Paki-
stani dramas on the world map.

Actor Nimra Bucha said, “The woman who put 
Pakistani drama on the map, wrote clumsy, funny, 
human, working female characters as leads…”

Filmmaker Mehreen Jabbar called Haseena an 
icon. “Thank you Haseena Moin for your unfor-
gettable characters. You are and will be a national 
treasure,” she wrote on Instagram.”     Actor Sania 
Saeed posted a picture of  Moin on Instagram and 
wrote “Haseena Aapa goodbye”.

Her drama “Dhoop Kinarey”, which was pop-
ular in India as well in the ‘80s, inspired the Indian 
serial “Kuch Toh Log Kahenge”.

She wrote a play for India called “Tanha” be-
sides the Doordarshan show “Kash-m-kash”.

In Pakistani cinema, known as Lollywood, 
Moin wrote the script for “Yahan Se Wahan Tak”, 
dialogues for “Nazdekiyan” and “Kahin Pyar Na 
Ho Jaye n
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But it was her career as a drama writer that gave 
Moin enduring fame as people from both sides of the 
border lapped up her PTV shows, including “Ankahi”, 
“Tanhaiyaan”, “Dhoop Kinarey”, “Aahat”, “Uncle Urfi”, 
“Shehzori”, “Des Pardes” and “Aansoo”

Legend Haseena 
Moin to live forever 
in our hearts for 
unforgettable dramas

Her demised condoled not in 
Pakistan but also in India, as 

the nation mourns the loss of a 
truly amazing woman, 

celebrities and other public 
figures have been expressing 

their grief at her death on 
social media





T
he Competition Commission of  Pakistan 
(CCP) has issued show-cause Notices to 
four companies for allegedly, violating 
Section 10 of  the Competition Act, 2010.

A show-cause notice was issued to Unilever 
Pakistan Limited for prima facie, violation of  Sec-
tion 10. Reckitt Benckiser Pakistan Limited sent 
a formal complaint that Unilever Pakistan Limit-
ed was disseminating misleading information by 
making absolute claims regarding its products, 
‘Lifebuoy Soap’, and ‘Hand Wash’.

The inquiry report concluded that Unilever 
Pakistan Limited was harming others’ business in-
terests and misleading consumers by making abso-
lute claims regarding the above-mentioned prod-
ucts. Some of  the claims were: “100% guaranteed 
protection from germs,” “World’s No. 1 germs 
protection soap,” and “99.9% germ protection in 
10 seconds.” The disclaimers about these claims 
were printed in tiny fonts and were hardly notice-
able. On the recommendations made in the inqui-
ry report, Unilever Pakistan Limited was served a 
show-cause notice for allegedly violating Section 
10 of  the Act. In another case of  alleged decep-
tive marketing practices, a France-based company, 
KENNOL Performance Oil, sent a formal com-
plaint against three Pakistani firms, Kennol Petro-
leum (Pvt) Limited, Dewan Oil Store, and Japan 
Lube Petroleum, for copying the packaging of  its 
product, KENNOL ULTIMA 20W60.

KENNOL Performance Oil stated that its 
product ‘Kennol’ is registered in France and with 
the Intellectual Property Organisation (IPO) in 
Pakistan, it has not authorized any other firm to 
use it in Pakistan. Hence the respondents, Kennol 
Petroleum, Dewan Store, and Japan Lube, were 
misleading consumers about their products.

The CCP’s inquiry concluded that the trade-
mark belongs to KENNOL Performance Oil, and 
no-one in Pakistan is authorised to use it. The 
inquiry also concluded that Kennol Petroleum, 
Dewan Stores, and Japan Lube were engaged in 
copycat packaging of  KENNOL Performance 
Oil’s product to deceive consumers and harm its 
business interest. Both these actions are a prima 
facie violation of  Section 10 of  the Competition 
Act. The CCP issued show-cause notices to Ken-
nol Petroleum, Dewan Stores, and Japan Lube and 
directed each o them to file a reply to the same.

The CCP is mandated under the Competition 
Act to ensure free competition in all spheres of  
commercial and economic activity, to enhance 
economic efficiency, and to protect consumers 
from anti-competitive practices including decep-
tive marketing practices.

On the other hand, the Securities and Exchange 
Commission of  Pakistan (SECP), in order to pro-
mote the protection of  investors and the public 
interest, regularly issues warnings and alerts, guid-
ing the general public to refrain from investing in 

fraudulent investment schemes that promise hefty 
profits and unrealistic returns. 

As clearly covered in Section 84 of  the Com-
panies Act, 2017, inviting and accepting deposits 
from the public is a prohibited activity and can 
only be offered by specialised companies duly au-
thorised by the SECP or the State Bank of  Paki-
stan (SBP).

Given various complaints and queries received 
by the SECP concerning, “All Pakistan Projects,” 
it has been divulged that this entity is offering lu-
crative investment packages through its website.

The general public is being informed that “All 
Pakistan Projects” is not registered with the SECP.

However, it has been noted that few individuals 
whose names are appearing on the website of  the 
entity are directors/members of  the following reg-
istered companies.

    APP Projects and Real Estate (Private) 
 Limited,

    AITS Traders (SMC-Private) Limited,
     APP Restaurants & Cafe (Private) 

 Limited,
     APP Riders (Private) Limited, and
     APP Shopping Mall (Private) Limited.
As previously clarified, mere registration of  

a company with the SECP does not necessarily 
mean that the company can invite or accept de-
posits from the public.

In view of  the above, the general public is ad-
vised in their interest to refrain from investing their 
hard-earned savings in unauthorised schemes and 
verify the legitimacy of  any investment scheme be-
fore investing.

A list of  other companies involved in simi-
lar unauthorised schemes is available on SECP’s 
website. n
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Some of these claims were “100 percent guaranteed protection from germs,” the “World’s 
No. 1 Germs Protection Soap,” and “99.9 percent germ protection in 10 seconds.” The 
disclaimers about these claims were printed in tiny fonts and are hardly noticeable

CCP issues show-cause notices to 
Unilever Pakistan and three firms 
for deceptive marketing practices

It also concluded that Kennol 
Petroleum, Dewan Stores, and 
Japan Lube had been engaged 

in the copycat packaging of 
KENNOL Performance Oil’s 

product to deceive consumers 
and harm its business interests.



T
he implementation of  the Single Na-
tional Curriculum (SNC) has triggered 
a state of  panic. People related to ed-
ucation, directly or indirectly, have 

questions about its workability, sustainability, 
and practicability. Be it the parents, a student, 
businessman, economist, political expert, or a 
religious man, everyone has a lot to say on the 
subject matter. Where many seem excited and 
relieved, there are a number of  other aggrieved 
at the same time. Some see it as a change while 
others apprehend stagnation. Questions surfacing 
up vary from person-to-person. Would it be pos-
sible for the government schools to achieve the 
levels of  excellence required by a uniform curric-
ulum? Would the student of  a private school be 
able to handle certain subjects in Urdu? Would 
it be wise to pay thousands of  rupees to the elite 
private schools when they’ll be teaching the same 
curriculum as others? Will the books be properly 
tailored to bridge the gaps between the multiple 
education systems? Would it be a good idea to ex-
clude ICT at the primary levels? Would schools be 
able to do justice to teaching Quran? What about 
the people who believe that learning Quran in Ar-
abic is ‘futile’ as it is the ‘manual’ about living a 
life and not reciting without understanding? Will 
these model books be equally useful in steering 
the child towards the international examinations? 
Can a child of  a poor servant take the same exam 
as the child of  a millionaire? These questions de-
pict our psyche, the mindsets, the tangible reali-
ties, financial divisions, and classes of  our society.

Many portals, platforms, and forums on social 
media prove that the parent body has never been 
satisfied with the education situation and systems. 
A majority of  parents have been seen complaining 
and showing their disappointment in the curric-
ulum, frameworks, teaching methodologies, and 
ever-increasing fees. A single curriculum for all 
has been a constant demand by the stakeholders 
of  the education business i.e., the parents. Mrs. 
Tooba Tahir, a mother of  four says, “Keeping 
my fingers crossed, I’ve always been waiting for 
this. The existing education system in our coun-
try is haywire. Many still struggle to understand 
the logic and difference between matriculation 
and O-levels! It’s all just business. Due to negli-
gence and mala-fide intentions of  our previous 
governments, we have been exploited by the pri-
vate schools. They force us to buy books printed 
at their own printing houses. The curriculums are 
imported from abroad, hardly custom-designed 
to fit the requirements of  our youth; but bringing 
huge profits to the schools and an average gain to 
us.”

“In a few decades, private schools have very 
intelligently created a market of  their own. With 
their own standards, their fancy uniforms, their 
curriculum, and printing houses, they’ve been 
able to establish small dynasties of  their own. The 
huge banners feel under threat now. Such schools 
are likely to provoke the parents, instilling fear of  
a poor career of  their children in their mind. All 
we need is to stay put!”, said Mr. Iqbal Hassan (a 
parent). The arguments and chaos can be seen on 
social media forums. The nation needs to com-
prehend that the national curriculum has been 
designed by collective efforts and most of  the re-
nowned scholars and prestigious institutions have 
contributed to this cause. There are a number of  
misconceptions regarding the medium, making it 
a war between Urdu and English. SNC suggests 
Islamiat and Social Studies be taught in Urdu 
whereas, the medium of  teaching for the rest of  
the subjects would be English. People with a pro-
gressive attitude think it to be a recessive step. 
Command over the national language has always 
been irrelevant in our social philosophy, whereas, 
English is indispensable as it is generally associ-
ated with intellect and competence. Significance 
and utility of  the English language is unquestion-
able, but marginalizing the local and national 
languages is also unjustifiable. We have countless 
examples of  people who have studied the local 
board assigned textbooks and yet accepted by In-

ternational universities worldwide. 
SNC will reveal the weaknesses in the ever 

praised multitude of  private schools compared 
to the Urdu medium government schools. It is 
a composed and balanced step towards synchro-
nizing the categories among our society. It’ll 
push and pull both the sectors: the private and 
the public. Multiple Comparative studies have 
been carried out, to align SNC with international 
standards. It includes the analysis and compari-
son with standards of  the UK, Cambridge, Sin-
gapore, and Indonesia/Malaysia. A thorough 
consultation with all the educational sectors and 
systems is professed on the official website. The 
four-tiered process comprehensively covers the 
curriculum documentation, development of  the 
model textbooks, teachers’ training modules, and 
assessment framework. 

The content of  Islamiat is heavier as compared 
to the previous syllabi. Along with the Quran naz-
ra and hifz of  Surahs, a number of  Hadiths are 
included as well. The lot suggesting comparative 
religion, deems it to be an extreme step. Besides, 
for a child aiming at O-levels, it would be diffi-
cult to switch the medium of  instruction as all the 
subjects including Islamiat are taught as well as 

assessed in English. 
Even after so many years of  independence, 

we have been unable to take pride in our entity. 
Instead of  creating an educational framework on 
a national level and making it at par with the in-
ternational level, we have preferred to copy-paste 
others. Adopting the curriculum as well as the 
examination system has made schooling ridicu-
lously expensive. A regular programme of  O-lev-
els costs around seven lakhs per child. The school 
fees, the extra tuition fees paid to academies, as 
none of  the schools is competent enough to guar-
antee good grades to a child, the multiple books, 
and the Cambridge examination fee, Ps.17000 
for a single subject. How many of  us can conve-
niently afford it? Another obvious side effect is 
the inequality and confusion deliberately created 
by the multiple systems. Why do our students re-
quire to testify on the international standards at 
such young ages? Our local matric system should 
be competent enough to enable our generations to 
compete with any foreign assessment system. Be-
sides implementing a uniform framework, there is 
a need to regulate the teaching tools and method-
ologies, along with the implementation of  a stan-
dardized, transparent assessment system. n

Questions surfacing up vary from person-to-person. 
Would it be possible for the government schools to 
achieve the levels of excellence required by a uniform 
curriculum? Would a student of the private school be 
able to handle certain subjects in Urdu?

One nation one 
curriculum raising 
many questions
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A
t a time when 
economic ac-
tivities have 
slowed down 

in the country, the auto 
industry has grown and 
evolved with an influx of  
new vehicles. 

The government had 
granted functioning li-
censes to six new entrants 
in order to create compe-
tition in the automobile 
sector under the Automo-
tive Development Policy 
(ADP 2016-21). Market 
sources revealed that the 
volume of  the auto indus-
try is expected to increase 
in the current fiscal year, 
which may be mainly 
led by the new entrants, 
car companies that have 
come under ADP 2016-
21. It said that produc-
tion, as well as the sale of  
the cars, is showing the 
increase over last several 
months.

Sale and production 
declined in last year 
mainly due to the spread 
of  Covid-19. However, 
the auto industry is now 
on the path of  recovery as 
it is poised to produce the 
highest number of  new 
cars in a year in 2021. 
With low interest-rates 
and revival in economic 
activities, sales of  local-
ly assembled cars in the 
first seven months (July 
to January) of  the ongo-
ing financial year, rose to 
81,569 from 69,189 units 
in the same period a year 
ago. “We expect further 
demand for cars to grow 
stronger owing to low in-
terest-rates environment 
and pickup in economic 
activity,” said a new en-
trant, who requested not 
to be named.

M/s Kia Lucky Mo-
tors Pvt Ltd, M/s United 
Motors (Pvt) Ltd, M/s 
Regal Automobile Indus-
tries Ltd, M/s Foton JW 
Auto Park (PVT) Ltd, 
M/s Master Motors Ltd, 
and M/s Hyundai Nishat 
Motor (Pvt) Ltd were the 
new entrants under the 
Auto Policy. The new en-
trants as well as, old auto 
companies will launch the largest number of  new 
cars in a year in 2021, which showed that the auto 
industry is recovering in the current year. United 
Motors unveiled Alpha, Toyota introduced Corol-
la X, Changan started taking orders for Alsvin and 
Proton presented X70. In addition, new models 
were launched in February as well which includ-
ed ZS by Morris Garages (MG), Sorento by Kia 
Lucky, and Saga by Proton.

Demand for cars to grow stronger owing to the 
low interest-rates environment, pickup in econom-
ic activity. The industry, which is normally dom-
inated by three Japanese brands, is now facing 
competition from some new entrants mainly from 
Korea and China. New entrants have introduced 
their brands in the Pakistani market under the new 
entrant’s policy given in Auto Industry Develop-
ment Policy (program) 2016-21. One of  the new 
entrants— M/s Kia Lucky Motors Pvt Ltd—had 

recently claimed to sell more cars than Honda con-
secutively from December 2020 and January 2021. 
“For two consecutive months, we have sold more 

cars than Honda. In December and January, our 
estimates were higher,” said Muhammad Faisal, 
COO of  Kia Lucky Motors. According to reports, 

Suzuki sold the largest 
number of  vehicles. Hon-
da sold 1,764 vehicles, in-
cluding the Civic, Area, 
and BR-V, in December 
2020 and 1,916 in Jan-
uary 2021. This means 
that KIA’s Sportage and 
hatchback Picanto cross-
over SUV numbers are 
more than that, accord-
ing to the claim made by 
KIA.

Meanwhile, officials 
in the Ministry of  Indus-
tries and Production told 
a section of  media that 
the government had re-
cently announced a new 
Electric Vehicle (EV) Pol-
icy, which would create 
competition among auto 
sector players besides 
contributing to the pol-
lution-free environment. 
They said the government 
would be introducing a 
public-friendly transport 
system under the EV pol-
icy. A Memorandum of  
Understanding (MoU) 
has been signed among 
Daewoo Express Paki-
stan, Skywell from China, 
and Hitachi ABB Power 
Grids from Sweden for 
introducing electric bus-
es in Pakistan. The MoU 
was signed for setting up 
a value chain for electric 
vehicles and charging in-
frastructure in Pakistan. 
Under this MoU, Skywell 
Automobiles China and 
Daewoo Express Paki-
stan will collaborate to 
introduce electric buses 
and other electric vehi-
cles in Pakistan and cre-
ate a technical support 
base in the country with 
robust charging infra-
structure through ABB 
Hitachi Power Grids. 
Skywell Automobiles will 
provide its state-of-the-art 
electric buses for the Pa-
kistan market in Phase-1, 
and in Phase-2, will set 
up a manufacturing plant 
for producing electric ve-
hicles in Pakistan.

Last month, Pakistan 
recorded a 44.06 percent 
increase in the sale of  
cars to 14,543 units in 
January. In the same peri-

od last year, 10,095 units were sold. The increase is 
being attributed to an increase in leasing in the low 
interest-rate environment, latest numbers showed. 
Sales of  jeeps, tractors, pickups, three-wheelers, 
and motorcycles also increased in the period un-
der review, according to data issued by Pakistan 
Automotive Makers Association (PAMA).

An analyst says sales will increase even more 
as low markup rates will attract buyers.

Cumulative sales in the first seven months of  
the Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 (July-Jan) clocked in at 
81,569 units, up 18 percent, compared to 69,189 
sold in the same period last year.

Syed Fawad Bashir, an analyst at Topline Se-
curities says demand for cars is expected to grow 
stronger wing to low-interest rates.

In the 1,000cc category, sales of  Suzuki Cultus 
and Suzuki WagonR increased 23 percent, while 
sales rose by 104 percent in the 800cc category. n
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Market sources revealed that the volume of the auto 
industry is expected to increase in the current fiscal 
year that may mainly be led by the new entrants, car 

companies that have come under ADP 2016-21. It 
said that production, as well as the sale of the cars, is 

showing the increase over the last several months

Six new entrants 
create competition 

in automobile sector

Sale and production declined 
in last year mainly due to the 
spread of Covid-19. However, 
the auto industry is now on a 

path of recovery as it is poised 
to produce the highest number 

of new cars in a year in 2021





T
he fastest-growing smartphone brand, 
realme has launched the new gam-
ing phone Narzo 30A finally in Paki-
stan. realme keeps bringing trendy and 

youth-friendly devices for its customers to enhance 
the young look. realme has finally launched its 
best gaming phone for mobile gamers. Equipped 
with a MediaTek Helio G85 processor and 

6000mAh Mega battery, the realme Narzo 30A is 
the best gaming phone at only PKR 20,599. The 
launch was held on realme’s Official Facebook 
page recently. The phone is exclusively available 
on Daraz.pk only and has a limited stock online. 
A lucky winner from the viewers of  the live event 
was announced on realme’s social media and won 

a brand new Narzo 30A. 
Narzo series is globally known as realme’s 

“performance series”. Three models for the Nar-
zo series had already launched globally, includ-

ing realme Narzo, Narzo 20, and Narzo 20 pro. 
The latest successor from the series, Narzo 30A is 
the first Narzo phone to land in Pakistan. Narzo 
30A features MediaTek Helio G85 processor with 
a 12nm Octa-core 64bits Processor and 200000+ 
Antutu Benchmark, a 6000mAh Mega battery, and 
6GB RAM + 64GB Storage capacity. It Supports 
Reverse Charging, has a 16.5cm Display and other 
amazing features to support a smooth gameplay. 

MediaTek powers more than 2 billion connect-
ed devices annually and has become a market lead-

er in developing advanced systems-on-chip (SoC). 
The MediaTek Helio G-series chips feature Hy-
perEngine Game Technology to deliver sustained 
performance and longer gameplay. The MediaTek 
Helio G85 pumps its Arm Mali-G52 GPU up to 
1GHz, while MediaTek HyperEngine provides 
whole smartphone enhancements, blasting perfor-
mance for avid mobile gamers.

Narzo 30A with the powerful MediaTek He-
lio G85 has finally launched as a treat for mobile 
gamers. The phone is exclusively available on Da-
raz.pk with a limited stock online. So what are 
you waiting for? Get your wallets out and grab this 
chance to buy this best gaming phone at only PKR 
20,599 before it is sold out!

The young and trendsetting smartphone 
brand, realme works hard to bring the best qual-
ity phone at the best price for its fans. The brand 
had launched its fastest charging 65W SuperDart 
Charge phone, realme 7 Pro last year that became 
one of  the best-selling smartphones from the 
brand in no time. realme has reduced the price for 
its fastest charging phone to only PKR 49,999 for 
its young audience.

The number series is 
one of  the most selling 
smartphones from realme. 
realme 7 Pro was launched 
as the fastest charging 
phone in Pakistan with 
65W SuperDart Charge. It 
charges the phone battery 
to a complete 100% in only 
34 minutes. 7 Pro comes 
with high-end features such 
as the 64MP Quad Cam-
era with the Sony IMX682 
sensor and a 32MP In-dis-
play Selfie Camera with 

upgraded 64MP Pro Nightscape Mode to give ul-
tra-Nightscape videos. It is equipped with a Qual-
comm Snapdragon 720G Mobile Platform and a 
6.4-inch Super AMOLED Fullscreen, making it 
trendy and up-to-date with the youth style. 7 Pro 
was the first smartphone to pass TÜV Rheinland 
Smartphone Reliability Verification. 

realme’s number series is the flagship series 

from the brand that provides high-end features 
and the latest technology in a trendy style to its 
young audience. realme 7 Pro was a hot seller and 
was soon followed by realme 7i, the latest model 
from the number series to expand the horizons of  
success for the brand. The phones from the brand 
have always been accompanied by multiple AIoT 
and Category N products, promoting a trendy 

and youthful style of  the 
customer. 

With the ‘Dare to Leap’ 
vision, realme concentrates 
on the leap forward technol-
ogy and cutting edge designs 
with enhanced software and 
inspiring hardware, enlight-
ening the youth towards a 
more fashionable lifestyle. 
So get ready and do not miss 
this chance to grab your fast-
est charging realme 7 Pro at 
an exclusive price of  only 
PKR 49,999 now before it 
sells out! n
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realme keeps bringing trendy and youth-friendly devices for its customers to enhance 
the young look. realme has finally launched its best gaming phone for mobile gamers. 
Equipped with a MediaTek Helio G85 processor and 6000mAh Mega battery, the 
realme Narzo 30A is the best gaming phone at only PKR 20,599

realme launches gaming beast Narzo 
30A with 6000mAh battery in Pakistan

Get ready to get your hands on the 
fastest charging smartphone in 
Pakistan, realme 7 Pro with 65W 
SuperDart charge now offered for PKR 
49,999 only

The number series is one of 
the most selling smartphones 

from realme. realme 7 Pro 
was launched as the fastest 
charging phone in Pakistan 

with 65W SuperDart Charge



v
ivo has been introducing premium smart-
phones with amazingly innovative features 
in Pakistan over years. Most of  these smart-
phones are known for bringing innovative 

technologies to smartphones for the first time. 
Features like In-Display Fingerprint Scanner and 

Pop-up Selfie Camera were introduced by vivo. This 
time, vivo has launched X60 Pro in Pakistan with the 
camera that features the revolutionary Gimbal stabi-
lization 2.0 that significantly enhances camera per-
formance. It produces stunning and ultra-clear shots.

Let’s take a deeper look and find out if  it is worth 
all the hype?

The Gimbal Camera and ZEISS Look:
vivo X60 Pro features a 48MP main camera with 

a large aperture size of  f/1.48. vivo has collaborated 
with ZEISS at the end of  last year and X60 Pro is 
vivo’s first of  many devices to be co-engineered with 
ZEISS. 

Talking about the camera results, X60 Pro takes 
amazing shots in daylight with excellent color accu-
racy. It focuses really quick and when you shine a 
light on primary camera, you can actually see the 
Gimbal mechanism physically correcting the lens’ 
positioning. It successfully captures detailed shots 
even when the phone is shaking so you will not have 
any problems in capturing fast-moving objects. 

The second lens features a 13MP ultra-wide-an-
gle shooter that has a 120-degree field of  view and 
the third lens is 13MP portrait shooter that sup-
ports 2X optical zoom. Both these lenses do their 
jobs fairly and give astonishing results. Switching 
between lenses is spontaneous and color tempera-
ture is also maintained. 

Night Photography in X60 Pro with Superb 
Night Camera 2.0 combined with Extreme Night 
Vision 2.0 is magical. It helps in recreating a mil-
lion shades of  the night with a single tap, capturing 

the impressive expanse of  the night through vivo’s 
innovative AI noise reduction algorithm. 

In any kind of  dim lighting, indoors or outdoors, 
the X60 Pro does a tremendous job. The Gimbal 
also helps in keeping low light shots with maximum 
details and in focus. 

Moving on to the videos, the device shoots as-
tonishingly detailed and smooth videos with 5 axis 
Gimbal stability. The front camera features a 32MP 
selfie shooter that clicks some of  the best selfies in 
the Android world. To conclude, the X60 Pro cam-
era results are to fall for.

Dazzling Design
The X60 Pro is the next generation of  slim and 

sleek 5G phones enabling high-end photography 
experiences. It adopts a 3D Curve design with a 
flexible display that is lighter and thinner compared 
to traditional displays, even reducing the possibility 
of  accidental damage to the device. 

The new X60 Pro extends vivo’s original design 
aspirations and follows the X series design style. 
Inspired by the summer bloom, X60 Pro is unique 
for its thin and slim body, Ultra O Screen, New Du-
al-Tone Step and delivers an improved user experi-
ence. 

The AG Glass and sleek design feel comfortable 
in hands. The gradient finish goes extremely well 
with the back and matches the sloping rails across 
the frame.

The stunning 6.56-inch flexible Ultra O Screen 
in X60 Pro is a visual treat and provides you with 
a wide and immersive view to fulfil all your enter-
tainment needs. 

Powerful Performance
The X60 Pro is powered by Qualcomm Snap-

dragon 870 5G Mobile Platform that offers users 
powerful performance and exceptional battery effi-
ciency for a superior user experience in day-to-day 
usage and gaming. 

The vivo X60 Pro is an ultra-light with 5G 
Power and comes with a large 4200mAh battery, 
12GB RAM for smooth multitasking, and 256GB 
ROM for all your high-storage needs. 

Besides the above features, with a 120Hz Re-
fresh Rate + 240Hz Response Rate, the whole user 
experience is game-changing. Not only does it 
provide smoother videos and more intricate visual 
details, but also makes your touch screen respond 
much faster than before so you can dominate the 
gaming arena.

Verdict
Without any doubt, the vivo X60 Pro features 

dazzling design and feels extremely premium in 
hand. The cameras are exceptional not only in 
daylight but also in low light conditions. Its su-
perlative display contains all features one could 
possibly want and performance of  this device with 
Qualcomm Snapdragon 870 is amazingly power-
ful.

It is available in Pakistan for pre ordering at the 
price of  Rs. 129,999 in two dazzling colors: Black 
and Blue. If  smartphone photography, trendy de-
sign and good performance are strong points in 
your purchase decisions, then the vivo X60 Pro is 
an excellent choice to consider. n

Features like In-Display Fingerprint Scanner and 
Pop-up Selfie Camera were introduced by vivo. This time, 
vivo has launched X60 Pro in Pakistan with the camera 
that features the revolutionary Gimbal stabilization 2.0 
that significantly enhances camera performance. It 
produces stunning and ultra-clear shots

Without any doubt, the vivo 
X60 Pro features dazzling 
design and feels extremely 

premium in hand. The cameras 
are exceptional not only in 

daylight but also in low light 
conditions. Its superlative 

display contains all features 
one could possibly want and 

performance of this device with 
Qualcomm Snapdragon 870 is 

amazingly powerful
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A
re Air Purifiers the new norm? The ef-
fects of  air pollution were well known 
and we were aware it becoming a major 
problem, but its acceding rate had us with 

surprise. In a report for WHO (World Health Orga-
nization), it is reported that every year an estimate 
of  seven million people loses their life to air pollu-

tion. Pakistan itself  has seen a drastic increase in the 
air quality index, as it stands to be the second-worst 
country in terms of  air quality in 2020.

Xiaomi, a brand that promises smart living with 
its innovative technology, spotted an opportunity 
and was here to help us cope with the ongoing air 
pollution problem with some of  its best air purifiers.   

Mi Air Purifier 3C: Specification
Xiaomi, in the past, has launched several models 

and versions of  MI Air Purifiers, each providing bet-
ter features and each being better than the previous 
one. The Mi Air Purifiers 3c took things up a notch 
with substantial upgrades in its design and technol-

ogy. The new portable air purifier has a bigger fan, 
it embodies a touchscreen interface with an OLED 
screen and comes with a HEPA filter in comparison 
to the EPA filter on the earlier version of  the mi air 
purifiers.  

The new air cleaner by Xiaomi showcases a sim-
ple design. With a basic box-shaped structure, things 

are kept minimalistic. The tall and slim box is fin-
ished in a matte white color that blends in with any 
decor. The top of  the air purifier stations a circular 
cut-out grille.  The purifier embodies small vents for 
better air circulation on each side. Overall, you won’t 
find any physical buttons on the body. The buttons 
on the previous model, are replaced by a circular 

OLED touch panel on the new Mi Air Purifier 3C.
The upgraded digital OLED display is there to 

show precise real time information. The vital in-
formation displayed presents PM2.5 number that 
indicates the harmful inhalable particles in the air. 
Also, there for quick indoor air quality reference 
are the operating mode, indicated by the tri color 
lights along with the WIFI status. The green color 
indicates fresh and clean air, while the orange shows 
mild or moderate air pollution. Whereas the red be-
ing the indication of  danger represents the highest 
level of  pollution. 

The OLED screen features an adjustable bright-

ness display. You can also manually select one of  
three display brightness modes ultra-bright, low light 
and always-on. To best suit your environment, for 
clear day-time viewing and a no-disturb night-time 
display. 

For any purifier using a high-speed fan to circu-
late and purify air, it is assumed that the fan would 

create somewhat of  a noise. With its 31db(A)* sound 
level rating the air purifier by Xiaomi is as quiet as 
a mouse. The purifier also has an easily removeable 
air filter, with three easy steps the air filter can be 
replaced. It Is recommended to change the filter after 
a period of  every 6 to 12 months.

How does the Mi Air Purifier work? 
Mi Air Purifier 3c uses a highly effective three-lay-

er filtration system comprising of  a primary filter, a 
HEPA filter and a high-quality activated carbon filter. 
The three layers effectively achieves a CADR score 
of  up to 320m3/h. CADR is the clean air delivery 
rate, the CADR figure metric is based on three pol-
lutants dust, smoke and pollen. The highest CADR 
rating on a purifier is recorded to be 450m3/h. 

Besides the three-layer filtration system the air 
purifier also has 360-degree air duct circulation that 
enable the air purifier to achieve drastic results with 

high-speed purification. The purifier is labeled by 
Xiaomi to provide 5,330 liters of  purified air per 
minute and covers an area of  106-meter square per 
hour with its high-speed fan. 

Mi Air Purifier 3C: Not just a purifier but a 
smart purifier 

Xiaomi is well known to incorporate their inno-
vative technology in their products and the Mi Air 
Purifiers 3C is not an exception. Embedding within 
itself  the latest technology the portable air purifier 
senses, monitors and adjusts itself  to produce effec-
tive results. With laser sensor working with precision 
to provide instant and accurate indoor air quality 
reading. You can relish the “Auto mode” that per-
forms automatic purification and auto adjust the 
speed of  the fan based on the current air quality for 
efficient and energy-saving air purification.

The fun part about opting for a Xiaomi product 
over any other in the market is that all the eco prod-
ucts by the company are inter linkable through the 
Mi Home App. Creating a bubble of  smart devices 
and optimizing your home in to an interactive smart 
home. With the Mi Home/Xiaomi Home app, you 
can use your smartphone to keep track of  indoor air 
quality at all times, remote control your air purifier, 
set turn-on and turn-off  times, and link with other 
Mi Smart products. Supports both Google Assistant 
and the Alexa AI smart system for easy voice con-
trol.

Conclusion and Price
With an amazing three-layer filtration system 

that not only cleans the air but also kills the bacte-
ria and viruses. And with its smart sensors and in-
teractive display the MI Air Purifier is the best air 
purifier for dust allergy’s, smoke, pollen and many 
other harmful indoor pollutants. The purifier is sim-
ply designed and go with any room decor, you can 
place it in your bedroom, study room, living room or 
anywhere else in the house to keep your family pro-
tected. The air purifier 3C price is astonishing PKR 
22,500. The price tag is affordable and, in my opin-
ion, it is justified by the features you get.    

   Patron
All Xiaomi products come with exceptional af-

ter-sales services by Smart Link Technologies, the 
leading Official distributor of  Xiaomi in Pakistan. 
Shop at Mistore.pk for more products by Xiaomi.n

REVIEW    |    Farhat Ali

FACEBOOK.COM /FLAREMAGAZINEOFFICIAL        |       TWITTER.COM /FLAREMAGAZINEPK       |        MARCH 15 -  APRIL  15 ,  2021 

5 0

Mi Air Purifier 3C 
keeps your home 
fresh & pollution-free





  Islamabad: Pakistan 
Telecommunications Company 
Limited (PTCL) got recogni-
tion for its progressive practices 
in Inclusive Communication 
and Social Responsibility at the 
Global Diversity and Inclusion 
Benchmark Standards (GDIB) 
Awards 2021. 

Being a large organization 
with a nationwide reach of  
staff  and customer-base, it is a 
tremendous feat to be acknowl-
edged for communication prac-
tices that are effectively tailored 
to the diverse characteristics of  
PTCL’s customers and em-
ployees. 

Email bulletins, digital 
screens, IVR messages, and 
SMS alerts are some of  the 
many ways the company 
chooses to facilitate two-way 
communication. Pulse surveys 
are conducted to gauge feed-
back and interventions are de-
signed to ensure optimum 
customer service. 

Furthermore, the com-

pany’s social responsibility 
practices have put PTCL in a 
unique spot among its contem-

poraries. The organization’s 
growing commitment to diver-
sity and inclusion in terms of  
gender representation and de-
velopment opportunities to Per-
sons with Disabilities (PWDs) 

has further fostered a work-
place culture of  inclusiveness. 

With the launch of  the Jus-

tuju Internship Program for 
PWDs this year, PTCL com-
mits to go only forward with its 
pledge for excellence. More-
over, the organization’s em-
ployee volunteer force, PTCL 

Razakaar, has set a benchmark 
for corporate philanthropy and 
continues to spread smiles year 

after year. 
On the occasion, Syed 

Mazhar Hussain, Group Chief  
Human Resource Officer, 
PTCL & Ufone, said, “We are 
proud to have won these two 

prestigious awards by Global 
Diversity and Inclusion Bench-
marks (GDIB). We are fully 
committed to foster a culture of 
diversity and inclusion in not 
only making PTCL a more in-
clusive place, but we are also 
taking conscious steps in mak-
ing our society at large more in-
clusive as well.” 

These awards recognize 
and encourage organizations 
that use GDIB standards to 
align organizational policies for 
sustainable financial and social 
performance. Approximately 
30 companies were honored in 
various categories at the presti-
gious awards ceremony in 
Karachi. 

With such recognition, the 
GDIB awards motivate compa-
nies to become more inclusive, 
diverse, and agile. PTCL being 
honored in the list of  winners 
is a testament to its commit-
ment towards its employees as 
well as the community at 
large.n 
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PTCL gets recognition for its communication 
and social responsibility

 

Karach: The Jazz Drive-In 
Cinema has started screening in 
Karachi at the Raiha CineGold 
Plex, Bahria Town, Phase-1.  
Movies will be screened in the 
evenings from Friday to Sunday 
and will follow a week-wise 
theme ranging from classics to 
action, science fiction, fantasy, 
and animations – a movie for 
each member of  the family.     

This is an initiative of  Jazz, 
Pakistan's number one 4G op-
erator and the largest internet 
and broadband service 
provider, in partnership with 
Activemedia and with the col-
laboration of  Bahria Town, 

Raiha CineGold Plex, The 
House of  Rana, Bookitnow.pk 
and Samaa FM.   JazzCash is 

the official digital payment part-
ner for this drive-in cinema with 
all food stalls and ticket coun-
ters offering mobile payment 

solutions. To promote digital 
payments, tickets and food pur-
chased via JazzCash will result 
in 50% cashback for a limited 
time period. 

Movie-goers are provided 
space to park their vehicles in 
an orderly manner with the 
movie audio individually heard 
through each vehicle’s stereo 
via radiofrequency.  

Speaking about this initia-
tive, Asif  Aziz, CCO – Jazz 
said, "After the success of  the 
drive-in cinema in Islamabad, 
we wanted Karachiites to expe-
rience the big screen from the 
safety of  their cars. Over the 

years, Jazz has become a 
lifestyle-brand by consistently 
offering customers innovative 
solutions to their daily needs 
and this drive-in cinema is a 
part of  this experiential journey. 
I’m proud of  my team and our 
partners for presenting a so-
cially distanced cinematic expe-
rience to movie fans as per the 
requirements of  the new nor-
mal.” 

“Activemedia believes in 
creating quality entertainment 
avenues and after Covid-19, 
Jazz Drive-in Cinema was an 
initiative taken to provide en-
tertainment in a safe environ-

ment. Karachi used to be the 
hub of  drive-in cinemas and it 
was always in our plans to bring 
it back to life in the city of  
lights. So, I urge people of  
Karachi to visit the Jazz Drive-
In Cinema with their family & 
friends to enjoy movies in a safe 
environment,” added Saad M. 
Khan, CEO - Activemedia.  

With a hygienic, socially 
distant and controlled environ-
ment, the Jazz Drive-In Cin-
ema is sure to bring the big 
screen back into the lives of  in-
dividuals when most entertain-
ment avenues have been closed 
off  for the public.n 

Jazz Drive-In Cinema starts screening in Karachi
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  Lahore: Does your 
phone take longer to 
charge? Battery anxiety is 
a real thing that has 
pushed users to inquire 
more into the matter. To 
cater to this issue, OPPO 
F19 Pro is equipped with 
30W VOOC Flash 
Charge 4.0. Equipped 
with a large 4310 mAh 
battery capacity, the 
OPPO F19 Pro is set to 
take the smartphone mar-
ket by storm. 

The OPPO F19 Pro's 

30W VOOC Flash 
Charge 4.0 technology 
rapidly charges the phone 
to 100% in just 56 min-
utes enabling users to 
catch up with their fast-
paced life. Considering 
the fact, that the young 
generation is always on 
the go, in just 5 minutes 
charge, users can get 3.2 
hours of  talk time, 1 hour 
on Instagram, and 2.9 
hours on YouTube. The 
latest addition to the F se-
ries, F19 Pro protects the 

battery from overcharg-
ing at night, while its 
30W VOOC flash charge 
4.0 ensures a stable and 

fast charging speed dur-
ing the day. It’s a dream 
come true for all PUBG 

players. Now you can 
have an endless gaming 
experience without hav-
ing battery anxiety. 

OPPO's VOOC Tech-
nology is a ground-break-
ing innovation with 4x 

faster-charging speed 
than conventional charg-
ers. The VOOC flash 
charging system will make 
the phone ready to go 
when one is on their way 
out the door. With the 
string of  OPPO devices, 
the brand holds a higher 
standard of  quality than 
any other brand. At 
OPPO, the production and 
testing process is kept in-
house as much as possible, 
rather than outsourcing it, 
to ensure a quality prod-

uct. OPPO has been ad-
hering to the core needs of 
users to innovate, and con-
tinuously prepare for ad-
vanced technologies. With 
its vision the brand prom-
ises to provide high-quality 
battery performance in all 
of its smartphones.  

With so many amaz-
ing battery features in the 
new OPPO F19 Pro, head 
over to OPPO’s official 
website or market to get 
this smartphone at a price 
of  PKR 49,999. n 

OPPO F19 Pro’s 30W VOOC Flash Charge 4.0 provides the 
ultimate charging experience 
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Karachi: In recognition of  
promoting UNGC Principles 
and Sustainable Development 
Goals, Engro Corporation has 
won the first prize for “Living 
the UN Global Compact Busi-
ness Sustainability Award 
2020? in the Large National 
Category, for the third year in a 
row. 

The award was presented at 
the Living the Global Compact 
Best Practices Sustainability 
Award ceremony, organized 
by Global Compact Network 
Pakistan. 

The Award signifies 
Engro’s continued commit-
ment towards UNGC princi-
ples in the areas of  
environment, anti-corruption 
etc. Through its CSR arm of  
Engro Foundation, the com-
pany has adopted an inclusive 
business model approach that 
targets low-income communi-
ties where its businesses are 
based. This approach enables 
underprivileged members of  
the society to emerge as po-
tential business partners and 
become vendors, customers, 
and employees in Engro’s 
business val ue chains. Fur-
ther, Engro Foundation’s 
strategic community invest-
ments are focused on the pro-
vision of  quality education, 
health, and livelihoods to un-
derprivileged communities 
across Pakistan.n

Engro wins UNGC 
Sustainability Award 
for third consecutive 

year

 Islamabad: Federal Secre-
tary Ministry of  IT and 
Telecommunication Shoaib 
Ahmad Siddiqui presided over 
the signing ceremony of  a 
Memorandum of  Understand-

ing (MoU) between Telecom 
Foundation (TF) and Social 
Protection Resource Centre 
(SPRC) on Friday for providing 
social inclusion for the disabled 
sections of  the society, espe-
cially the children, through 
technology and ICT based so-
lutions. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
Federal Secretary Shoaib 
Ahmad Siddiqui said the pres-
ent government was facilitat-
ing the IT industry through 

numerous digitization proj-
ects, research and innovation, 
software technology parks, 
subsidized bandwidth, inter-
national marketing, interna-
tional certifications, 

internships, and training and 
that it had a holistic strategy 
for fulfillment of  the sustain-
able development goals of  the 
United Nations and make 
Pakistan green and healthy. 

This initiative by the Tele-
com Foundation and SPRC 
was directly in line with the 
vision of  the government and 
the Ministry of  IT and 
Telecommunication in fulfill-
ment of  a digital and welfare-
based Pakistan. The privileges 

of  a healthy life should be 
passed on to the disabled chil-
dren of  our society and they 
should get an equal right to 
living a respectable and edu-
cated life. 

The Secretary IT appreci-
ated the efforts of  the new 
Telecom Foundation’s man-
agement over the past 18 
months in reviving it and re-
assured the Ministry’s contin-
ued support to the 
Foundation in its initiatives in 
digital social welfare expan-
sion. 

The President & CEO of  
Telecom Foundation Syed 
Zomma Mohiuddin said that 
this initiative was part of  the 

many steps taken by the 
Foundation for the first time 
in its 30 year history, with the 
support of  the MoITT, over 
the past year and a half  to en-
able it to fully contribute to 
the underprivileged sections 
of  the society, as well as the 
SDGs, through ICT and digi-
tal solutions. 

On the occasion the CEO 
of  SPRC, Dr Aaliya Khan 
stated as a premier think tank 
dedicated to promoting the 
universalization of  social pro-
tection in Pakistan, the SPRC 
was pleased to partner with 
Telecom Foundation in en-
abling the social inclusion of  
the underprivileged and par-
ticularly disabled section of  
the society through the state 
of  the art ICT and technol-
ogy-based solutions that will 
have long term positive reper-
cussions on the way this sec-
tion of  the society is catered 
for in Pakistan. 

Senior officials of  the 
MoITT, Telecom Foundation 
and SPRC were present on 
the occasion that concluded 
with the signing of  the MoU 
between the heads of  the two 
organizations. n

TF partners with SPRC to support social inclusion 
of disabled segment Through ICT based solutions

Islamabad: Mobile broad-
band subscriptions in the coun-
try have reached a historic 100 
million mark due to supportive 
government policies, effective 
competition among telecom 
operators and Pakistan 
Telecommunication Author-
ity’s (PTA) commitment to in-
troduce and utilize innovative 
technologies.  

In 2012, there were less than 
2 million subscriptions but after 
the introduction of 3G services, 
the figure jumped to 16 million 
in 2014 and a grand 100 million 
in 2021. Today 87 percent of  
the country population has ac-
cess to internet/broadband 
services at one of  the lowest 
rates in the region, said a press 
release.  

Moreover, broadband is 
provided over 3G/4G networks 
with an average download 
speed of 17.7 Mbps and upload 
speed of  11.3 Mbps (mobile) 
which is above the speed levels 
in other regional countries. Mo-
bile data prices declined to only 
0.70 percent of  the Gross Na-
tional Income (GNI) per capita 
which is well below the UN 
Broadband Commission’s rec-
ommendation of  less than two 
percent.  n 

Mobile broadband 
subscribers reach 

100 million

M&P becomes official distributor of Jazz Digit 4G smart feature phones
  Islamabad: Jazz, Pak-

istan's number one 4G oper-
ator, and the largest internet 
and broadband service 
provider has on boarded 
Muller & Phipps (M&P) 
Pakistan as the official dis-
tributor of  Jazz Digit 4G 
smart feature phones. Start-
ing at PKR 4,099, these 
smart feature phones are 
among the most affordable 
internet-enabled handsets. 
With the help of  M&P, the 
variants of  Jazz Digit 4G: 
Elite and Defender will be 
made available in various 
mobile markets nationwide.  

Commenting on this de-
velopment, Asif  Aziz, 
Chief  Commercial Officer, 
Jazz, said, "While we con-
sistently work towards of-

fering quality services, max-
imizing accessibility to af-
fordable phones remains a 
priority. Our collaboration 
with M&P for widespread 
availability of  Jazz Digit 
4G smart feature phones 
would help increase access 
to mobile internet for low 
and middle-income con-
sumers and subsequently, 
foster digital connectivity in 
all the socio-economic seg-
ments."    

Kamran Nishat, Manag-
ing Director & CEO of  
Muller & Phipps Pakistan, 
added, "As a leading distri-
bution hub, we aim to offer 
as many solutions as we can 
to the customer base. Our 
collaboration with Jazz is 
unique, as we are to touch 

multiple consumer points in 
ensuring that the two vari-
ants of  Jazz Digit 4G reach 
the masses."    

Abdul Rehman Mah-
mood, CEO Digit4G, 
stated, "Digit is the brand 
of  every Pakistani. Our mis-
sion is to digitalize the citi-
zens of  Pakistan to enhance 
the quality of  life and bene-
fit from opportunities in the 
era of  globalization. These 
digit smart feature phones 
are affordable and quality-
focused. Our partnership 
with Jazz will ensure that 
the phones have access to 
the Super 4G network and 
with M&P to ensure their 
availability nationwide. 
Furthermore, this partner-
ship will bring a digital rev-

olution in both urban and 
rural areas of  Pakistan."    

Running on a light oper-
ating system called KaiOS, 
Jazz Digit 4G smart feature 
phones allow users to ac-
cess popular apps such as 
WhatsApp, YouTube, Face-
book, Jazz TV, Google As-
sistant, etc. Through the 
KaiStore, users can also ac-
cess an expanding selection 
of  apps and other unique 
local content. Equipped 
with a Jazz connection, it 
also offers unique features, 
including some of  the most 
attractive tariff  rates for 
voice and data in the indus-
try. Furthermore, these 
handsets can power over 
400 mobile apps with 
unique characteristics.n 

PTA launches CERT portal for telecom industry
  Islamabad: Pakistan 

Telecommunication Author-
ity (PTA) has launched the 
Computer Emergency Readi-
ness Team (CERT)/Coordi-
nation Center Portal 
(https://sec.pta.gov.pk) for 
Pakistan’s telecom sector. 

The PTA has introduced 
the CERT portal for its li-
censees in continuation of  its 
efforts to improve the security 
posture of  Pakistan’s telecom 
sector and to protect and 
safeguard the National Criti-

cal Telecom Data and Infra-
structure. This initiative will 

enable the PTA and its li-
censees to share Threat Intel-

ligence with each other to 
achieve regulatory compli-

ance with the PTA’s Cyber 
Security regulations. 

The portal has been estab-
lished after close coordina-
tion with and input from the 
telecom operators. It will pri-
marily facilitate the exchange 
of  information on the latest 
cybersecurity threats, inci-
dents, vulnerabilities, security 
news, and other related infor-
mation between the PTA and 
the telecom service providers. 

Continued improvements 
to the portal will be made 
based on operational require-
ments.n
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  Karachi: METRO Pakistan in col-
laboration with the Federal Bureau of  
Revenue (FBR), has completed inte-
gration of  all its Point of  Sales (POS) 
with the latest Electronic Device Sys-
tem (EDS) introduced by the FBR. 
The state-of-the-art system will allow 
the small retailers, medium retailers, 
and large tier-1 retailers to report and 
record their sales in real-time for taxa-
tion purposes and will ensure the sales 
tax paid by the customers at the POS 
counter and the GST at the cash 
counter will be deposited in the system. 

The inauguration ceremony for the 
new system was held at METRO Store 
Islamabad with a live demonstration. 
Dr. Waqar Masood Khan, the Special 
Assistant to Prime Minister on Rev-
enue, was the Chief  Guest, whereas 
Dr. Philipp Deichmann, Deputy Head 
of  Mission, Embassy of  Federal Re-
public of  Germany in Pakistan, graced 
the occasion as the Guest of  Honor, 

along with number of  other of  distin-
guished guests from the business com-

munity. 
Speaking at the ceremony, Mr. 

Marek Minkiewicz, Managing Direc-
tor METRO said “METRO Pakistan 

is a prime example of  foreign invest-
ment and fully respects the laws of  the 

land, maintains its global high stan-
dards for social responsibility, and co-
operates with the Government to the 
extent possible. METRO Pakistan sup-

ports and strengthens the documented 
economy and is an important excheq-
uer collector. It is one of  the largest tax 
collector in shape of  Sales Tax and In-
come Tax in the Wholesale/Retail sec-
tor, from its Customers and Suppliers, 
and depositing the same in Govern-
ment treasury. On average METRO 
Pakistan is collecting Rs.8.1billion per 
annum”. 

Elaborating further, Mr. Asim 
Israr, Director Finance METRO 
added “After implementation of  this 
integration at all tiers, there would be 
no hurdles left for the growth of  
wholesale and retail sector to flourish 
and also minimize any need for inter-
action between the taxpayer and tax-
departments”. He also thanked the 
FBR team lead by Director General 
Retail Mr. Sajidullah Siddique for their 
guidance, support and cooperation in 
successful implementation of  the proj-
ect.   n

Metro Pakistan integrates its POS with FBR’s 
electronic device system

Lahore: Jazz, Pakistan’s 
number one 4G operator 
and largest internet and 
broadband service provider, 
has concluded its nation-
wide retailer competition, 
Jazz Sajao 2020. 

Vehari’s Al-Madina Mo-
bile was declared the win-
ner and was handed over 
the winning prize by Jazz’s 
Head of  Channel Planning 
& Distribution Umer Afzal 
and Regional Business 
Head Tariq Durrani at the 
closing ceremony. 

The first-of-its-kind ini-
tiative by a mobile opera-
tor, the idea behind this 
competition was to engage 
the retailer community in a 
fun-filled activity that im-
proved brand visibility and 
consumer accessibility. 

For more than two 
months, 8,500 retailers 
from Chitral to the coastal 
banks of  Balochistan 
adorned their shops with 
Jazz’s colors, uploading 
pictures and videos on so-
cial media.n

Retailer competition Jazz Sajao 2020 concluded

Lahore: The news we all 
had been waiting for, is now 
confirmed! TECNO Mobile 
officials say they shall soon be 
bringing a new phone for their 
flagship Camon series, Camon 
17. It is going to be the “Selfie-
Portrait Camera Phone” with 
a 48MP selfie camera and 
64MP back camera. It will 
come as the latest from the 
brand’s Photography king se-
ries with high-tech features 
and the best quality. 

Camon is TECNO’s fa-
mous flagship series that 
stands out for its exceptional 
quality and photography tools. 
Camon 17 is confirmed to be 
equipped with the best features 
yet seen in the Camon series. 
It is going to be the selfie king 
with the biggest 48MP selfie 
camera with ultra-clear imag-
ing. Other high-end features 
include a bigger 720x1600 pix-
els display, better battery per-
formance with up to 5000mAh 

battery, fast charging with a 
USB Type-C charger, smooth 
performance with an 8GB 

RAM, and a powerful Medi-
aTek Helio G95 chipset.  

As all phones from Camon 

are equipped with the exclu-
sive TAIVOS technology, this 
new Camon 17 has an ad-

vanced version of  this, 
TAIVOS 2.0. This improved 
technology will provide users 

ultra-clear imaging and sup-
port multiple smart photogra-
phy functions to give 

professional-looking pictures.  
With TECNO’s “Expect 

More” vision, there are now 

very high expectations with 
this upcoming Camon 17. The 
previous phone from the se-
ries, Camon 12, Camon 15, 
Camon 16, and 16 premier, 
had all been equipped with the 
latest tools and became an in-
stant hit securing a tremen-
dous sale record for the brand. 
The new phones from the se-
ries always come out with even 
better features than their pred-
ecessor be it design, body, or 
the latest technology. 

Let’s wait and see how this 
unfolds and what more will 
TECNO be bringing for its 
fans with this Camon 17 
phone. Fans are excited and 
the speculations can be sensed 
from the talks on social media. 
The phone shall be one of  the 
most high-end phones avail-
able in the market, giving a 
tough competition to its com-
petitors. 

Stay tuned for more on this 
in the coming days!. n

Camon 17 became official by TECNO; the flagship phone 
will be launching soon 
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